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From cool zines to mainstream, 
we distribute them and hundreds 
of magazines in between. Over 
40 distinct categories with 
interesting possibilities for 
individuals and retailers alike. 
For our complete selection and 
descriptions check us out at 

www.desert-moon.com/xines/ 
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EDITORIAL 


After five years of exhausting work editing this magazine 
I’ve decided to pass the reigns on to someone else. Starting with 
the next issue, Christopher Becker will be the managing editor 
of Factsheet Five, handling all the day-to-day operations and 
tailoring Factsheet Five to his own vision. 

I’ll still be around though, remaining as publisher. I’ll be 
taking care of ad sales, acting as the book & music reviews 
editor, and writing a bunch of zine reviews as well. 

Surprisingly (or maybe not so) I’m not the only one burned 
out from reviewing zines. Lots of our long-time reviewers will 
be taking leave after this issue too. You’ll probably see some 
new names in the next issue and some familiar names missing. 
Because of all these changes it’s probably best to send all zines 
to the main Factsheet Five P.O. box from now on. 

There are lots of changes you can look for starting with this 
issue. We finally created some space for our letters page. This 
is one more way you can get involved in Factsheet Five. We’re 
gonna try and keep things under control though, keeping it to 
just one or two pages of letters in each issue. Any correspon¬ 
dence sent in will be considered for publication (unless other¬ 
wise requested) but if you have something specifically to offer, 
simply address it to “Letters to Factsheet Five. ” 

Another feature we’ve been trying to implement for several 
years is a section on travel zines. Christopher even wrote up a 
brief introduction to this eclectic family of zines. Our cover 
story is Jeff Koyen’s overview on printers who act as censors 
rather then facilitators to free speech. And finally, after several 
years, Mathieu O’Neil presents the results of his zinester 
survey, detailing the big question, exactly who publishes zines. 

As you may know, our main distributor, Fine Print Distribu¬ 
tion, has been having some trouble recently. A few months back 
they declared Chapter 11 putting lots of publishers (myself 
included) in a very tight squeeze. I’m out a lot of money 
because of this bankruptcy and must now scramble to keep the 
magazine afloat. 


THE FACTSHEET 10 


This is our “Bestseller List.” Since we don’t really care 
which zines print the most copies or make the most money, 
we’ve made it a popularity contest! This is a list of our readers’ 
favorite zines from the past few months. For details on how to 
get your vote in, check out the instructions in the F5 User’s 
Guide, listed in the back of the magazine. 



What’s a Zine? 

A small handmade amateur publication 
done purely out of passion, rarely making 
a profit or breaking even. Sounds like 
"zeen." 

What’s Factsheet Five? 

A huge compendium that catalogs and 
reviews hundreds of zines — complete 
with price, critical review, and ordering 
information. 

I Still Don’t Understand 

Turn to the Users’ Guide on page 142 for 
more information on what this means, how 
to get zines, and sending stuff for review. 


I’ve found some new distributors to help get Factsheet Five 
into your favorite bookstore, but things will be different and it 
may be harder to find a copy around town. Using distributors to 
get magazines into stores is not exactly a financially rewarding 
arrangement. After all the shipping fees and everyone’s cut 
there is very little money left over for us. Bottom line is, if you 
like Factsheet Five , want to see it continue, and want to support 
it, please subscribe. You’ll be helping us in the most direct way 
possible and you’ll be guaranteed to be getting future issues, 
regardless of any changes in our distribution. 

Look for the next issue of Factsheet Five in March. It will be 
the first issue in our tri-annual (three-times-a-year) schedule. If 
we all work together, Factsheet Five may be able to see another 
five years of life. 

(RSF - October ’97) 


GETTING FACTSHEET FIVE 


Subscribing is easy. Simply send us a note with your address 
and enclose a bit of money. It’s even easier if you use the handy 
subscription coupon on page 152. Send $20 for a regular U.S. 
subscription or $40 for the premium rate. 

We’re currently publishing three issues a year, so a six-issue 
subscription is good for about two years. If you just want the 
next one, simply send us $6 and say you want a copy of issue 
#63. Cash is always preferred. We also accept checks or money 
orders drawn in U.S. funds (payable to Factsheet Five). Check 
out the Factsheet Five Users’ Guide in the back of the magazine 
for more information on subscriptions. 

Order from: Factsheet Five Subscriptions 

P.O. Box 170099 
San Francisco, CA 94117-0099 

Please specify starting issue for all subscriptions. 


OUR DEADLINES 


The deadlines for the next two issues are listed on the next 
page. You must have your zine in by the zine deadline to be 
considered for that issue. Remember, being just one day late 
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often means waiting for the next issue. Please contact me by the 
first ad deadline to reserve space in that issue and have your 
camera-ready copy in by the ad copy deadline. The on-sale date 
is approximately when the bulk mail issues arrive and the 
magazine hits die newsstands. For more information about 
advertising, call us at (415) 668-1781. 


Springtime Issue 

Zines for review in #63: 
Display advertising space ft6 3: 
Ad copy & classifieds due #63: 
On-sale date for #63: 

Summer Issue 
Zines for review in #64: 
Display advertising space #64: 
Ad copy & classifieds due #64: 
On-sale date for #64: 


December 18, ‘97 
January 13, ‘98 
January 21, ‘98 
March 9, ‘98 


April 16, ‘98 
May 19, ‘98 
May 27, ‘98 
July 13, ‘98 


DEAD ZINES 


These zines are either no longer being published or they 
moved without informing us at Factsheet Five. Some publishers 
may still have some back issues available while others may have 
disappeared. If any of these are still in publication, please send 
me a current issue along with the correct address. 
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CHANGED ADDRESSES 


These addresses are zine publishers who moved or had mail 
trouble, or are just corrections due to our own mistakes. Please 
take a look and update your mailing list. Editors: please send a 
separate change of address notice to be listed here. 

10 Things, DanHallingan, 8315 Lake City Way NE#192, Seattle, WA98115 

— 2% Homogenized, Phil, P.O. Box 194, Fremont, OH 43420-0194 — A 
Day Late And A Dollar Short, Clancy, 11411 Chancellor Park Drive, 
Fredericksburg, VA 22407 — Animato!, 92 Thayer Rd., Monson, MA 
01057-9445 — Artisan, Joan Daugherty, P.O. Box 157, Wilmette, IL 60091 

— Baa!: I’m a Sheep, Shari Cooper, 100 Milani Ct, Los Gatos, CA 95030 

— Backroads Bicycling, Randy W. Wyatt, 1321 Hollyhock Circle, East, 
Jacksonville, FL 32211-5269 — Book of Letters, Rev. Richard J. Mackin, 
P.O. Box 890, Allston, MA 02134 — Border/Lines, 400 Dovercourt Rd., 
Toronto, ON M6J 3E7 Canada — Bottle-Fed, Ann, P.O. Box 260346, 
Madison, WI 53726 - Boy Trouble, David Kelly, 1122 E. Pike St. #992, 
Seattle, WA 98122 — Cafe Eighties, Kimberly Brittingham, 1562 First Ave., 
Suite 180, New York, NY 10028 — City Primeval, Elizabeth Siddal, P.O. 


Box 30064, Seattle, WA 98103 — Civis Eratica, Ed Mason, 112 East43 St., 
Apt. 2W, Kansas City, MO 64111 — Claustrophobia, P.O. Box 1721, 
Baltimore, MD 21203 — Comic Book Heaven, Scott Saavedra, P.O. Box 
2363, Saratoga, CA 95070-0363 — Country Connections, Earth Alert, 
14431 Ventura Blvd. #407, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 — Creepy Mike’s 
Omnibus of Fun, Michael J. Ruspantini, Clownhead Productions, P.O. Box 
401026, San Francisco, CA 94140-1026 — Demon Magazine, ACME 
Arcane Book Sales, P.O. Box 598, Cotati, CA 94931-0598 — Devil’s Elbow, 
Lori Robbins, 119 Chestnut St., Box 6, Oxford, MS 38655 — Diet Society, 
Jon Kruithof, 4520 Bennett Ave. #213, Austin, TX 78751 — Dirigible, David 
Todd, 101 Cottage St., New Haven, CT 06511 — Dyke Tyke, Rich, 100 Day 
St. #1, Boston, MA 02130-1105 — Evil Twin, Ryan Dunlavey, 262 Fifth 
Ave. #2, Brooldyn, NY 11215 — Farm Pulp, Gregory Hischak, P.O. Box 
2151, Seattle, WA 98111-2151 — Farming Uncle, Louis Toro, P.O. Box 
580118, Bronx, NY 10458-0711 — The Freakie Magnet, Kevin Meisner, 
8 Oakwood Drive, Gales Ferry, CT 06335 — Fucktooth, Jen Angel, P.O. 
Box 590514, San Francisco, CA 94159-0514 — Generator, Kimberly Baker, 
P.O. Box 980363, Ypsilanti, MI 48197 — The Grindhouse Journal, Vincent 
Basilicato, 7051-J. Aloma Ave., Winter Park, FL 32792 — Handsome, Dave 
White, 4237 Cole #112, Dallas, TX 75205 - The Harveyville Fun Times, 
Mark Arnold, P.O. Box 2616, Saratoga, CA 95070 — Hill Valley Tele¬ 
graph, Stephen M. Clark, Back to the Future.. .The Fan Club, P.O. Box 880, 
Athens, AL 35612-0880 — Hissy Fit, Margot Dame Productions, P.O. Box 
113,4250 Fraser St., Vancouver, BC V5V 4G1 Canada — The Home Front, 
THF Publishing, 4230 EastTowne Blvd., Suite 287, Madison, WI 53704-3704 

- I Need Air, Kevin Shank, P.O. Box 8325, Portland, OR 97201-8325 - 
The Innervator, Wendy Murdock, 1324 State St. J232, Santa Barbara, CA 
93101 — Insight, John Livingston, 955 E. Robert, Hazel Park, MI 48030 — 
Intuitive Explorations, Gloria Reiser, 826 North Fifth St., Quincy, IL 
62301-1802 — The J Man Times, J. Rassoul, 2246 St. Francis #A-211, Ann 
Arbor, MI 48104 — Jaboni Youth, Alec Bemis, P.O. Box 200069, New 
Haven, CT 06520 — Jack the Daw, Jeffrey Ellis, 2269 W. Oak Ave. Apt. 
E-12, Denton, TX 76201 — Keyhole, Paul Davis, 105 Edgewater Rd., 
Narragansett, RI02882 — Lip, BrianBrasel, 1400 W Devon#243, Chicago, 
IL 60660 - Lollipop, P.O. Box 441493, Somerville, MA 02144 - Lore, 
Rod Heather, P.O. Box 381, Matawan, NJ 07747-0381 — Love, Jane, Jenna, 
63 Bovet Rd. #224, San Mateo, CA 94402 — Maxine, Martha Bayne, P.O. 
Box 408774, Chicago, IL 60640-8774 — McGillicuddy Serious Party 
Manifesto, Mark Servian, Higginson Cottage, Higginson Road, RD10 
Hamilton, New Zealand — Muckraker, David McMahon, 9 Collamore 
Terrace, West Orange, NJ 07052 — Mylxine, Scott Satterwhite, P.O. Box 
3086, Pensacola, FL 32516-3086 — The Mystery & Adventure Series 
Review, Fred Woodworth, P.O. Box 3488, Tucson, AZ 85722 — Nation, 
Peter Kowalke, PSK Publishing, P.O. Box 772, Mentor, OH 44061 — Neat- 

O, Bruce Henderson, 73 1/2 Beck Ave. #2, Akron, OH 44302 — Negativ- 
fanboyland, Don Fields, 1508 Faymont, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 — 
Nexus, Duncan Roads, Nexus Magazine Pty Ltd, P.O. Box 22034, Tulsa, OK 
74121 — Off My Jammy, Lisa, P.O. Box 440422, West Somerville, MA 
02144 — Orange Tango, Brent Kirk, 311 TRS Box 1492, Presidio of 
Monterey, CA 93944 — Outpatient Magazine, Todd Kennedy, 470 W. 23rd 
St. Apt. 2A, New York, NY 10011 — Pediatrics For Parents, Richard 
Sagall, MD, 747 South 3rd St. #3, Philadelphia, PA 19147-3324 - 
Penatrated Pork, Jean-Paul Page, 797 Oconee St., Athens, GA 30605 — 
Phimosis Contagion, C. Coffey, Astro-Rat Agitprop, P.O. Box 40368, 
Albuquerque, NM 87196 — Power bunny 4X4, Jeff Scavone, P.O. Box 792, 
New Brunswick, NJ 08903 — Presently Out Of Product, Ronni Tartlet, 

P. O. Box 23372, Seattle, WA 98102 — Pretentious Shit, John Cheney, 
Eclecctic Enterprises, P.O. Box 5842, Phoenix, AZ 85010-5842 — Projec- 
ta’s Casket, Molly Newman, 1015 N. Branciforte Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 
95062 — Puncture, Katherine Spielmann, P.O. Box 14806, Portland, OR 
97293 - Quickdraw, John Weeks, P.O. Box 348, Flemington, VIC 3031 
Australia — R2-D2 is an Indie Rocker, Jef Czekaj, P.O. Box 440422, West 
Somerville, MA 02144-0006 — Rash, Eric Ruljancich, RR #3 S-7 C-17, 
Castlegar, BC V1N 4H9 Canada — Redemption, A. Carstens, P.O. Box 
54063, Pacific Centre Outlet, Vancouver, BC V7Y 1B0 Canada — Retro¬ 
gression, Dave, P.O. Box 815, Norton, MA02766 — Revealed, Abigail Rae 
Scott, 6340 Green Grove Dr., Memphis, TN 38141 — Santo Street, Brian 
Moran, Santo Street, P.O. Box 196215, Winter Springs, FL 32719-6215 — 
Screamin’, Hi-Style Enterprises, P.O. Box 577370, Chicago, IL 60657 — 
Screams From Inside, Carissa Screams, 23 Washington Terrace, St. Louis, 
MO 63112 — SheWorx, Margaret J. Cole, Women’s Marketplace, 7375 
Rollingdell Dr. Apt. 77, Cupertino, CA 95014-5831 — Simba, Vique 
Martin, P.O. Box 340, Leeds, LS4 2XU U.K. — Slug & Lettuce, Christine 
Boarts, P.O. Box 26632, Richmond, VA 23261-6632 — Stanley Stinkbug, 
Charles Baldock, 1937 Texas Ave., Evansville, IN 47711 — Stay Awake, 
Sarah Welstead, 1220 - 218 Thorpe Rd., Burlington, ON L7S 2H5 Canada 

— StoryHead, Joe Peterson, 5701 S. Blackstone, Chicago, IL 60637 — 
Time’s Up, Patrick J. Lee, 280 N Florence St., Burbank, CA 91505-3618 — 
Trailer Trash, Michelle Shute, P.O. Box 864, Cantonment, FL 32533 — 
Velvet Comics, Russell Etchen, Cool Bean Press, 1415 Beachcomber Lane, 
Houston, TX 77062 — Voice of the 3rd Era, Gene Sotelo, P.O. Box 807, 
Compton, AR 72624 — The Walter Mittey Papers, James M. Dakin, P.O. 
Box 221, Collinsville, OK 74021-0221 - When I’m Hungry I Eat, Erik 
Gearman, 3010 Hennipen Ave. S. #154, Minneapolis, MN 55408 — 
Worldlinks...USA, 70 Macomb PI., Suite 226, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 - 
Wormblower, Aphid Peewit, P.O. Box 68098, Minneapolis, MN 55418 
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EDITORS’ 

CHOICE 


Our picks of the month. These aren’t the 
“best” zines (there isn’t a “best” in the zine 
world) they’re just the ones that grab our 
attention. Recent new discoveries and 
enjoyable new issues by old friends. 

Baby, I Dig You 

#4. With all the travel writing in zines these days, good stories are a dime a 
dozen. Everybody seems to be talking about their latest crazy adventure or 
their vacation to an exotic, undiscovered place. What sets the travel stories of 
Baby, I Dig You apart from the rest is that at heart they are less about travel 
than they are about life. This issue kicks off with Sara’s great tale of driving 
cross country. Now, it seems that everyone has written or at least read one 
of these, but hers sounded like so much fun, I couldn’t help but be a teensy 
bit jealous of the experience. It wasn’t that she stopped at all the wacky, kitschy 
spots on the way or that she saw the Grand Canyon in all its splendor, it was 
that she got to fool around with her driving companion all the way across the 
country. “Montana was so damn sexy. So we took off our clothes and drove 
nekkid and read out the billboards in breathy voices.” But there was more to 
the trip than rest stop makeout scenes. In one adventure near Niagara Falls, 
Sara had to take a pee, couldn’t quite find the bathroom, and all the while her 
friend Oliver is carrying on about the “water flowing, oh the rushing water, 
gallons and gallons every second...” Despite all their shenanigans, they did 
complete the journey to Boston, just in time for Sara to check into the hospital 
with a urinary tract infection. Once their cross-country odyssey was over and 
Sara got settled in, we get to read about the whole trip again , this time through 
Oliver’s eyes. In his account, the fate of their relationship is much closer to 
the surface; he counts the miles they have left together and feels the inevitable 
parting that is looming in Boston. Although both stories are about an epic 
drive, at the heart of them is how each partner views each other and what the 
future will bring. Between Sara’s opening the issue and Oliver’s closing it, 
we get a couple contributions from their friends. Adrianne pays warm tribute 
to the truck stop prostitutes who give the desires of men a ready outlet, while 
Darin Johnson of Shark Fear, Shark Awareness describes his first two 
weeks of life in Korea. They’re great complementary pieces, but Sara and 
Oliver’s very real and emotional sojourn is what really made this issue shine. 
No trades/reviews zines books comics. Price:$3. Sara Lorimer, P.O. Box 
382492, Cambridge, MA02238-2492 (48 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

BadAzz MoFo 

Vol. 2, #1, Summer ’97. Editor/publisher David Walker starts off by saying 
“This little rag is published for my own personal satisfaction, and if other 
people want to go along for a ride on my ego trip, that’s cool. ” That statement 
is echoed by thousands of other zine publishers out there except for one thing— 
many people, myself included, share David’s obsession with early ’70s 
blaxsploitation movies. As an introduction to this issue, he wrote a three-page 
history of blaxsploitation films that reveals the radical changes the motion 
picture industry went through during the early ’70s. This was a time before 
the expansion of mall multiplexes and after the huge success of TV. Middle 
class whites left the cities in droves, leaving the downtown movie palaces 
virtually deserted. “When Black audiences began filling theaters in 1971 to 
see Shaft and Sweetback, Hollywood saw its salvation.” However, the bulk 
of the issue is devoted to his movie reviews. Each one features extensive 
descriptions, background information, production credits, and his patented 
afro rating system. Each film is graded from “4 Afros: Excellent” to “Jeri 
Curl: Sucks. ” This one has reviews of such seminal films as Shaft, Coffy, and 
Cooly High. There’s also a special look at Walter Matthau and an interview 
with Jim Kelly (complete with plenty of movie reviews). Starting with this 
issue, BAMF is attempting to review every blaxsploitation film ever made. 
It’s an ambitious undertaking, but one I’m looking forward to. Many of the 
reviews were taken from the first issue which came out about two years ago. 
Not to dissuade you, as most of it has been reworked and rewritten. So even 
if you got that rare first issue, you’ll certainly want this one too. It’s a must 
for taking to the video store, but unless you rent at a particularly well-stocked 
store, you might have trouble tracking these babies down. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines books videos music/prints letters. Price:$5. David Walker, 
P.O. Box 40649, Portland, OR 97240 (52 pages/offset/standard/profession- 
al/3 times a year/RSF) _ 

♦ Cop Porn^ 

#1. Any long-time reader of Factsheet Five is probably familiar with Dan 
Kelly. Over the years he’s been responsible for at least five titles and has been 
a contributor to many others. Perhaps you remember his recent projects, 
Chum and Danger!, but in the past he also published Evil (R), Ugly 
Illinoisian, and Vox Canis. Sadly most of these titles are now out of print, 
so unless you’re a completely obsessed fan (or just a good friend of Dan’s) 


it’s unlikely you’ll have anything remotely resembling a complete collection. 
Thankfully Dan went through all his past writings and put together this 
incredible anthology. He took his time assembling this package, adding lots 
of introductory notes, updating pieces that have aged since they were first 
written, and organizing a crack team of cartoonists to create a selection of 
illustrations to compliment each piece. If you’ve never read his stuff before, 
you’re in for a big surprise. Generally avoiding the personal rambly style of 
most zines, Dan dives head first into the chosen topic, reading everything he 
can find, and finally creating well-written investigations of some of the most 
bizarre subjects imaginable. He generally looks at the dark side of humanity, 
exploring Fritz Haarmann who murdered and consumed German children in 
post WWI Germany, the history of grave robbing by medical students, 
techniques for disposing of a dead body, and notorious Chicago murder sites. 
My taste tends to a be a bit lighter than that. My favorite piece is Dan’s 
investigation into the life of Tony Alomo who founded the very kooky Alomo 
Christian Ministries, but is now held in prison on charges of tax evasion. 
Another great piece is his secret history of McDonald’s, which describes Ray 
Kroc’s cut-throat business practices and perverse obsession with cleanliness. 
One of his more recent pieces is also one of his best. In the third issue of 
Chum, Dan detailed the origins of the cocktail nation, dating it back to 
Prohibition where it was necessary to mask the rank taste of bathtub gin by 
mixing drinks. He then explored the history of the accompanying musical 
soundtrack, and explained why he wants no part of this hip, new trend. Don’t 
let the price scare you, at 84 pages this one will keep you busy for hours on 
end. This isn’t a zine, it’s a book! No trades/age statement. Price:$6. Dan 
Kelly, 1573 North Milwaukee Ave. #481, Chicago, IL 60622 (84 pages/ 
offset/stand ard/polished/RSF) _ 

Lackluster 

For Sale - Bad-ass Homes 

#2. The first issue of Lackluster was a unique collection of interviews where 
the editors talked with a variety of people about their jobs. It was a unique and 
memorable zine that explored the nature of work like no other zine had done 
before. This time they did something completely different, devoting the entire 
issue to architecture and the most unique buildings found in the U.S. Editors 
Amy Balkin and James Harbison tracked down lots of noteworthy struc¬ 
tures—some of legendary proportions, others much more obscure. Only one 
building didn’t result in an interview. It was the famed Winchester Mystery 
House, located right here in the Bay Area. Sadly this building is nothing more 
than a tourist trap now, extracting $12 out of everyone who passes though its 
doors. Fortunately the other buildings have much more sympathetic owners 
and caretakers who offered plenty of insightful conversation for Amy and 
James. My favorite has got to be the bottle village of Simi Valley. Fifteen 
structures were created by Tressa Prisbrey back in the mid ’50s using bottles, 
shells, dolls, pencils, and other found objects. It has since fallen into disrepair, 
but Daniel Paul explained what’s being done to preserve things for the future. 
Another fascinating interview was done with the folks who live in the “Round 
House,” a large round, rotating house that can be seen above highway 101 in 
the Bay Area. I particularly like Dan Adams’ tale of how he just lucked out 
and ended up renting the legendary house. Even though the interviews are 
fascinating, the whole thing wouldn’t work without pictures. Thankfully they 
included plenty—giving you a taste of what these incredible structures are 
really like. Other highlights include a huge statue in Tijuana that also doubles 
as a home, Broken Angel (a wonder of architectural experimentation in 
Brooklyn), Rev. Howard Finster’s Paradise Garden, Tommy Scott’s Chinese 
House, and Nitwitt Ridge near Hearst Castle. Reading this zine will change 
the way you think about buildings. Selective trades/free to prisoners. 
Price: $3.99 + $2. Amy Balkin, 456 14th St. #8, San Francisco, CA 94103- 
Email: lacklstr@sirius.com (40 pages/offset/standard/polished/RSF) 


Stay Free 

#13, Spring ’97. From birth to death, corporations view people as simply 
consumers who may or may not buy their products. But what people often 
forget is that among these targeted demographic groups are children— 
children who may not be quite ready to make an informed buying decision. 
Well, advertising and marketing agencies haven’t forgotten. They know fully 
well that children account for billions of dollars in buying decisions and 
therefore spend millions researching and designing marketing campaigns to 
reach them. This issue of Stay Free is an incredibly comprehensive look at 
the practice of marketing to kids. Carrie and her contributors explore the 
history of this insidious practice. They trace it back to 1931 with a radio ad 
campaign for Wheaties, which used a popular cartoon character called 
Skippy. Of course the leading tool in teen marketing has got to be Channel 
One, the satellite TV network that has wormed its way into 40% of America’s 
classrooms. We get a compelling series of articles about it. Roy Fox described 
what he learned in talking to school kids who are subjected to Channel One. 
In another piece Jay Huber talked to professor Alex Molnar about Channel 
One and the commercialization of America’s schools. Further exploring the 
corporate infiltration of schools, we get an overview of how corporations are 
establishing contests and giving away book covers to get their brands and 
products into schools. After reading this you’ll think twice about every ad you 
see. This startling and insightful issue is required reading for anyone who has 
kids or anyone who just wants to know what’s going on. No trades/reviews 
zines books/prints letters. Price:$3. Carrie McLaren, 341 Lafayette #558, 
New York, NY 10012—Email: mclaren@panix.com—URL: http:// 
sunsite .unc. edu/stayfree (66 pages/offset/standard/professional/RSF) 
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FACTSHEET FIVE #62 



After years of planing we ’ ve finally got our shit together, squeezed things even 
tighter, and now present to you the Factsheet Five letters section. If sending 
your zine for review isn’t enough participation, we are now accepting angry 
screeds, thoughtful suggestions, and good ol’ LOCs. Naturally, space is at a 
premium, so please keep your comments brief. Here is a selection of some of 
the more noteworthy letters we’ve received over the past few years. - RSF 


Subject: FS5: Stapled or bound? 

By the way, in response to you wanting 
responses about whether or not you should 
staple Factsheet 5 or bind it.... I think it should 
be bound. Now I’m sure you’re going to get all 
of the diehard ruffians going, “no! that’s 
selling out! waaaaa!!!” But sheesh, it’s just 
making it look nicer and more artsy, what’s 
wrong with that? However, if you are going to 
continue to have that “hard boiled” advertise¬ 
ment on the back cover.... maybe you should 
keep the book stapled, it’s easier for people to 
rip off the cover if it offends them. 

Love & Kisses, 

Micah (elevatorblue@juno.com) 

Chief Ninja-Dictator of Elevator Blue Pub¬ 
lications 

Dear Seth, 

It was a surprise to see issue 61 during my 
weekly jaunt to Tower Records/Picadilly in 
the UK. I was expecting the next issue to be 
book-bound which, to be honest, I am against; 
as an ardent collector of a plethora of popular 
culture magazines & zines, this would have 
infuriated me primarily in terms of filing i.e., 
the new size/shape. So please don’t go book- 
bound; stay as you are — I can handle the extra 
buck on price and I’m sure everyone else can. 

With regard to your editorial content, I am 
also amazed at its thoroughness, ease of refer¬ 
ence and ridiculous attention to detail. I admire 
your work and have done for a long time. 
James Hyman (hyman.james@mtvne.com) 
MTV Europe 
England 

Hello... 

I wanted to Thank You for a zine review you 
wrote in issue #59 of Heliophobe in which you 
mentioned one of the contributors, Julie Keene. 
She was my best friend and long lost penpal 
who I lost touch with 5 years ago and was 
unable to locate until I happened upon her 
name in your review! Thanks to you, we are 
happily reunited once again and both very 
gratefial to you because of it! Thank You, 
Thank You, Thank You!!! As a very small 
token of gratitude, I’ve enclosed some fresh 
baked cookies, etc... You are Fabulous! 

Very Best Wishes! 

Orson 

Dear Factsheet 5: 

Good news that Held Jr. will be handling 
your dirty book reviews. I always knew he had 
it in him. Aside from the fact that he has 
worshipped my feet in a very unhealthy way 
for years, he has more kinks than Wheaties has 


flakes. That’s why, wherever bottom-feeders 
congregate, he is known as “The Perverator. ” 

P.S. Pay no attention to those who say his 
fundamental illiteracy will hold him back on 
this assignment. Nothing can hold him back 
where smut, and the chance to wallow in it, is 
concerned. 

Yours for the corn-porn, 

Blaster A1 Ackerman 

Hiya: 

This short note is an attempt to proclaim my 
emergence from self-imposed exile from zine- 
dom. I have stared at the “blue card” review 
of TMOX #4 all summer, seething and gnash¬ 
ing of teeth and thought that I had all this 
behind me and a long and glorious “career” 
with a doctorate in anthropology. Wrong-o. 

Picked up my first F5 in about 6 month and 
was shocked that things went on without me, 
although I am happy to see a lot of the same 
names and faces running around throughout 
the pages. Give me a bit to re-establish my 
contacts and you will be beset with another 
hideous issue of The Mouth ofXibalba (gads!). 

BTW, what the hell is with all the SEX 
ADS?! I’m away for 6 months and now I find 
that nearly every “ad” in F5 is for some kind 
of sex-oriented zine/magazine! What gives? 
Are those the only ones that make enough $$$ 
to afford putting out ads or are we being 
specifically targeted as a sexually repressed- 
obsessed lot by outside publishers! 

Adios, 

Neil Sorenson 

I certity by my signature that I am ovoer 21 
signture neftali Pag an Befor I send oway for 
your zine bible. Factsheet Five. I woud like 
tow now some thing of it. Are ther zines wish 
have color pages. Are ther zine newslettar. 
Whats thear adreses for Factsheets of therr 
adresas. Or books of adresas full of newsleters. 
Or under ground XXX maximum hardcore 
newsleters. Are thar zine from other contries. 
If ther are penpals wish also like zine. I love 
candid potoes shots how many zine do thies or 
newsleters. 

Thank you varay mush 
Seth- 

It seems like soon someone will hopefully 
will be cataloguing fanzines from the last 20 
years onto microfilm, like the underground 
press syndicate did for underground newspa¬ 
pers in the early & mid seventies. I hope 
someone does, anyway, and I figured you 
might be the one they contact, so I wanted to 
let you know that I have about 3,000 (or more) 


fanzines in my archives, most of them punk 
stuff but not all, many of them very good and 
probably not stuff other people held on to. It’s 
all from the past twenty years. I disagree with 
you about fanzines existing before that, be¬ 
sides sci-fi, but that’s not important. So let me 
know if you hear anything about a library 
expressing interest in putting these down on 
film as something historical or important. 
Thanks, 

Aaron (Cometbus) 

Dear Seth: 

Thanks for the nice review of The Geis 
Letter in #59. To answer your implied ques¬ 
tion: I have been publishing zines forever: 
since 1951, with Psychotic. 

I understand your need for a break; I took a 
nine-year break when I folded Science Fiction 
Review at issue #68 in 1986.. .and then started 
up Taboo SFlast year... and The Geis Letter the 
year before that. 

It must be addictive...to the ego. 

Best, 

Dick (100313.3440@compuserve.com) 

Dear Seth + Co. 

Thanks for the issue #53 you sent me, and 
for the (always) generous review of my zine. 

That said, I feel I must bring up a Point of 
Accuracy. I compared current zines to Ben 
Franklin’s Poor Richard's Almanac and Tho¬ 
mas Paine’s Common Sense in my New Philis¬ 
tine #19, which was released to my subscribers 
in early November 1993. You should remem¬ 
ber it, because the comparison was made in a 
piece entitled “Factsheet 5: Pro and Con.” 

I’m gratified to discover that since then (and 
not before, notice) many others have been 
making the same comparisons with Paine and 
Franklin — Phoenix New Times 5/4/94; San 
Francisco Examiner 1/23/94; Los Angeles 
Times 1/3/94; Time , Sept. ’94; and, appar¬ 
ently, even yourself. I’m glad that people have 
been reading my zine and disseminating the 
ideas contained within, but what ticks me off 
though, just a LITTLE BIT, is that not one of 
these people bothered to credit where they got 
this comparison from — not ONE mention of 
New Philistine , in any way. 

I’ve been working on a history of zines, off 
and on, for some time, and have even consid¬ 
ered doing an article on that. I can tell you that 
I had planned to focus on the greatest zine of 
the 1800’s, the Davy Crockett Almanack , 
which was as crude as anything Mike Diana 
has done. It included vulgar descriptions and 
drawings of Crockett’s more infamous mythi¬ 
cal exploits, such as killing and mutilating 
Indians and eating them. The zine was cheaply 
produced and was wildly popular among barely 
literate Americans of the 1830’s and 1840’s. 
Crockett’s reputation was based largely upon 
this zine — and so he was already a folk hero, 
“half man, half alligator,” when he died at the 
Alamo in 1836. That is one thing today’s zines 
have yet to do: create an authentic grass roots 
folk hero out of a real person. 

Karl Wenclas 
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TRAVELER’S 

ADVISORY 

By Christopher Becker 

Boston, Charleston, Dayton, Louisiana, 

Washington, Houston, Kingston, Texarkana, 

Monterey, Ferriday, Santa Fe, Tallapoosa 
Glen Rock, Black Rock, Little Rock, Oskaloosa, 

Tennessee, Hennessey, Chicopee, Spirit Lake, 

Grand Lake, Devil’s Lake, Crater Lake, for Pete’s sake. 

“I’ve Been Everywhere,” by Geoff Mack, popularized by Hank Snow 


S ome of the most vibrant and exciting 
zine writing today is in the realm of 
travel. Publishers write of their adven¬ 
tures on every inhabitable continent in the 
world, covering the widest range of experi¬ 
ences imaginable. Many of us will never have 
the chance to visit far-off areas of Africa or 
Asia, let alone more routine places in Europe, 
Canada, or even the U.S., but zines can take 
us there in a flash. Thailand may be a low- 
priority travel destination, but reading about 
the crazed tuk-tuk drivers and the statues of 
Buddha as big as a barn can be wildly enjoy¬ 
able whether we want to visit or not. 

Travel writing in zines is completely differ¬ 
ent from mainstream vacation guides. Instead 
of being dry and heavy with facts, these zines 
capture the spirit of each place they 
visit. The Sunday newspaper 
supplements can’t hold a candle to 
these stories by real folks on a real 
budget who forego guided tours 
and strike out on their own. Every¬ 
thing is intensified. When you’re 
out of money at the Xharkov train 
station, you are not just broke, but 
you are broke and stranded in a 
place where few people speak En¬ 
glish and there are no ATM ma¬ 
chines for a thousand miles. 

One of the most compelling zines, 
travel-related or not, that I have 
ever read was Ashley Parker 
Owens’s Clean Restrooms This 
Exit. This chronicle of her cross¬ 
country drive from Chicago to San 
Francisco with her brother vividly 
recorded her doubts, hopes, and 
fears for the future. In one strange 
and amusing scene in Arizona, 

Ashley recalls a misunderstanding 
she had: “My brother decides to 
dump me in the hotel and go off on 
his own for a while. We are both 
concerned that he will get lost, so 
I make him write down the name of 
the hotel and the phone number. Unfortunately 
for him, I write down the wrong name, Hilltop 
instead of Hillsdale. He gets lost.” In Last 
Exit, Ashley drives back across the country, 
reflecting on a year and a half of San Francisco 
living, her pregnancy, and the unexpected 
sights and events that her trip presents. After 


some car trouble she writes “Soon an attractive 
pig farmer named Clinton gives me a ride in his 
big smelly pickup truck. I am really grateful to 
him. He lives in the area and he knows all the 
auto repair people by name. Despite his best 
intentions, it doesn’t work out. I start thinking 
about settling in this forlorn little town, mar¬ 
rying Clinton and forgetting about my other 
plans.” 

You would think that Chuck Woodbury 
would run out of places to visit in the weird 
west. But his tales of RV-roaming taken from 
the pages of Out West are just as colorful as 
when he began publishing almost 40 issues 
ago. There seems to be a never-ending supply 
of kitschy roadside signs, giant dinosaurs, 


ghost towns, wild west museums, car sculp¬ 
tures, sleepy diners with the best hamburgs in 
town, and other throwbacks to the era of the 
booming west. 

Grundig was one of the first zines I saw 
with personal stories of modern hoboing. In 
issue # 1, Michael reported how he and some 


friends pulled off their first successful train 
hitch and they’ve been going ever since. Of 
course people have been doing this for de¬ 
cades, but until Grundig I never realized how 
perfect this kind of travel was for zines. The 
follow-up issue included more stories of riding 
the rails and hitching, as well as some unique 
travel tips. My favorite was “When traveling, 
completely change the way you dress. Other¬ 
wise your ‘you’ may follow you, and if you’re 
still you wherever you go, what’s the point of 
going?” 

I rarely get to read a travel zine about places 
I have actually been. That’s the whole point I 
guess, but sometimes it’s nice to revisit your 
old haunts and recapture the magic of certain 
places through someone else’s eyes. Before 
Devil’s Elbow moved to Mississippi, Lori and 
John would roam the Midwest, finding both 
backroad adventures and hidden urban excite¬ 
ment. My favorite issue of theirs was their 
warm and sometimes morbid treatment of 
Chicago. They looked at all the famous places 
on the Richard Speck circuit, as well as A1 
Capone’s Garage of Slaughter and the land¬ 
mark Pillar of Fire Church. 

While not a travel zine per se. Dwelling 
Portably is full of tips that any vagabond 
would find useful. From making homemade 
hardtack to eat on the road to responsible 
camping to tips on useful plants found in the 
wild, every issue is packed with information. 
There are also tons of contacts and network 
resources to put you in touch with even more. 

No other zine combines dedicated publish¬ 
ing with immediate personal writing like Big 
World. Each issue is filled with up-close 
stories of travel to real places off the beaten 
path. Past issues have taken us to Tibet, 
Slovakia, Iceland, Zimbabwe, Turkey, Mexico, 
even places U.S. citizens are not 
officially allowed like Cuba and 
North Korea. Far from being dry 
travel itineraries or narrated ex¬ 
cerpts from guide books, these 
stories are full of amazing per¬ 
sonal tales not to be found any¬ 
where else. Big World is also an 
invaluable guide for info on hos¬ 
tels, Internet resources, and trav¬ 
eling cheap. One passage I found 
that wonderfully sums up the atti¬ 
tude found in Big World, and in 
fact many travel zines, is from 
issue #8: “There are those who 
trip to Cancun for the weekend, 
stay at the Holiday Inn, eat at Chi- 
Chi’s, lie on the beach, and jet 
home, having not bothered to learn — 
a word of Spanish or seek out any ^ 
local flavour. They think they’ve 
escaped for the weekend, but they W 
really haven’t done anything they ™l 
couldn’t do at home. They think (0 
they’ve traveled, but they haven’t JE 
changed their state of mind, their ff\ 
outlook, their attitudes. Tourists. m 
They leave home, but never es- 
cape it.” 

You can write to Grundig at 1725 SE 49th, ^ 
Portland, OR 97215 and Ashley Parker Owens mm 
at P.O. Box 410837, San Francisco, CA 
94141-0837. The other zines mentioned can be jfc 
found in this issue’s new Travel section on 0) 
page 12. M 
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STITCHED, TRIMMED 
— AND CENSORED 


Finding the right 
printer may mean 
more than shopping 
for the best price — 
some printers censor 
materials they find 
distasteful 


By Jeff Koyen 


I f you think that the Constitution guarantees 
you a certain freedom to print and distrib¬ 
ute anything you want in this country, 
you’re right, but only to a certain extent. Sure, 
you can say anything you want about powerful 
politicians with very few or no consequences 
(don’t let the paranoid anarchists fool you—no 
one, really, cares about their rumblings). You 
can scan photos of your girlfriend’s wide-open 
crotch and distribute them in a newsletter. You 
can do anything except depict children in 
sexual acts, and the Constitution will generally 
fall on your side. 

But find a printer who will actually print 
your zine when it contains sexually explicit 
material, dirty words, or praise for Satan? 
That may prove the most difficult step in the 
zine process. 

Your printer doesn’t really give a fuck about 
your zine. Your printer—and by “printer,” I 
mean everyone involved: the woman quoting 
the job, the guy ordering the paper, and the 
blue collar meathead running the press—doesn’t 
care about your grand aspirations. Your printer 
doesn’t appreciate your magnificent prose, 
won’t shed a tear for your angelic verse, or 
chuckle at your brilliant, insightful doodlings. 
When your precious publication is becoming a 
physical reality after spending countless weeks 
or months on the cathode page, it’s just another 
print job. Another stack of plates. Another day 
of putting ink on dead trees. 

But if he doesn’t like what you’ve written 
down on that page, he won’t print it. It doesn’t 
matter whether he finds the sex, the religion, 
or the politics offensive—tough titties. He’s 
the one with the true power of the press, and 
there’s nothing you can do about it. 

Having your printer attempt to censor your 
work is one of the most annoying, infuriating, 
and frustrating experiences you can possibly 
have. If it hasn’t happened to you, you’re 
lucky. Last year, I fell two months behind 
schedule due to several printers who objected 
to material in Crank #6. We’re not talking 
about anything illegal—except for that kiddie 
porn shot, but more about that later—rather, 
the vulgar language, mean-spirited diatribes 
and all-around not-so-pleasant content was, to 
use the words of one self-righteous, ink- 
stained prick, “too rank. ” 

The Crank tt6 story began innocently enough. 
I wanted to find a new printer—the previous 
issue was printed on a web press, and I don’t 
care for web printing. So I asked around for a 
good offset printer, someone who could handle 
3,000 copies of an 80-page book. After several 
calls, I found Nittany Valley offset in College 
Park, PA. The New York sales rep practically 
blew me when we met to discuss the job. 

“No problem,” he insisted, thumbing 
through two previous issues of the magazine. 
“We print stuff for NYU, you know. A lot of 
things for those homosexual organizations.” 


Three days later, he called to decline the 
job, using the one excuse I have heard time and 
again: “The material in this magazine will 
offend the ladies in the plant.” 

That’s the biggest load of bullshit. First of 
all, fuck the old ladies. If they don’t like it, they 
can ignore it. Who told them to read my 
magazine anyway? Do they read everything 
that passes their stitching station? Did they 
enjoy that supermarket circular the week be¬ 
fore? Should I hire them as editorial consult¬ 
ants, lest I offend other old ladies in this 
country? Fuck them. 

Does a plumber 
decline to fix a 
toilet if he finds the 
shower curtain to 
be ugly? 

Truth is, someone else at the plant didn’t 
like Crank. Perhaps the Satan shirt ticked off 
the owner’s Christian wife. Or, one of the 
booze stories hit too close to home for the 
liquored-up foreman. Whatever the case, I’ve 
been told about “the ladies on the line” before. 
(Jim Hare, of the Hares Brothers in Philadel¬ 
phia, told me that the “old ladies” didn’t 
particularly care for Crank #3 when they were 
stapling it. Know what he told them? “Tough 
shit, ladies. Close your eyes and keep work¬ 
ing.”) It’s a pathetic excuse from a spineless 
sales rep. 

The next printer, John “Too Rank” 
McCormick of Premier Printing in Cherry 
Hill, NJ, had actually printed Crank ft 4, though 
it was no secret that he didn’t like doing it. (He 
certainly didn’t mind cashing my $4,000check.) 
Furthermore, he had printed a titty magazine 
I worked on, and I know for a fact that he 
regularly prints postcards for local strippers 
(“Bring up the pink, Jimmy!”). So when he 
called to say he was returning all of my 
materials, my fucking jaw dropped. 

“But you print pornography all the time— 
doesn’t that offend the ladies in the plant?” I 
asked. 

“This is different.” he said. Click. 

Child pornography is just about the only 
reason any print job should be declined. Ac¬ 
cording to the law, printers can be held liable 
for kiddie porn alongside the publisher. That’s 
why I held no grudge against Morgan Publish¬ 
ing in City, ND, when they insisted that I 


remove a photo of a young girl (strapped 
down, naked, on a medical examination table) 
from Crank #5 . Funny thing about child por¬ 
nography: I stole that from a medical encyclo¬ 
pedia, where it was unquestionably accept¬ 
able, but when I added a caption which implied 
her participation in group sex, it went into the 
realm of Federal offense. I pulled the photo, 
but didn’t pull the job. I understood Morgan’s 
position: they were making a legal, not moral, 
decision. 

The same thing came up when I sent Crank 
#6 to Marrakech Express in Tarpon Springs, 
FL. Since they were new, I tried to slip that 
high-larious photo past them. No dice. But, to 
their credit, they had no problem with the rest 
of the magazine. In fact, they eagerly took the 
job, offered the best price I found anywhere, 
and delivered everything on schedule. 

That’s how printing should be. No-bullshit. 
No judgments. If Crank wasn’t their kind of 
magazine, I’d never know. They don’t like it? 
Then they don’t read it. 

Somewhat ironically, Punk with Presses, 
the Berkeley co-op run by a bunch of well- 
meaning radicals, have also been accused of 
zine censorship. While often printing jobs that 
Midwest printers refuse, they occasionally 
decline jobs they deem racist, sexist, or ho¬ 
mophobic. 

Four years ago, after working all night and 
nearly finishing the prepress for a 40-page 
metal zine, Punks with Presses came across an 
ad for the band the Meat Shits—an obnoxious 
band notable only for their role in this incident. 
After much debate, the collective made the 
decision to modify some of the wording on the 
ad. They changed the tasteless phrases “Fag 
Bashing” to “Fag Baiting” and “BitchHating” 
to “Itch Hating,” hoping to defuse the difficult 
situation with humor. Not surprising the Meat 
Shits didn’t find the joke all that funny, but the 
zine publisher wasn’t too upset, especially 
after PWP made good by refunding the $45 for 
the ad. Zine publishers will be pleased to know 
that now have a stated policy against modify¬ 
ing any artwork and will simply send back any 
jobs they find objectionable. 

IN YOUR EYE 

Just how often does this kind of thing 
happen? Very, it seems. Especially if you’re 
just some kid going to the local copy shop with 
your dirty comics. If you don’t have the 
clout—and, face it, none of us have the clout— 
you’ve got no leverage. After posting one 
message to alt.zines looking for stories about 
censorship by printers, I was flooded with 
dozens of anecdotes about small-town printers 
declining jobs because the zines were too gay, 
leftist, offensive, or obnoxious. Even Fact- 
sheet Five was forced to pull an ad for Dick 
Army that the printer found offensive. 
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Lisa from EYE got particularly fucked by her printer. Young 
Graphics of Lexington, NC, took the job, ran the film, and even had 
Lisa approve the blueline proof. (With many printers, once the blueline 
is approved, the second third of the money is due. This, in essence, 
enters them into a contractual obligation.) Five days later—ten days 
into the process—Rodney Young, presumably the owner, unexpect¬ 
edly showed up at the EYE office. 

“He said he could not print EYE because all of his pressmen 
threatened to quit when they saw it, ” Lisa told me. Seems that an article 
about cults featuring the Heaven’s Gate logo upset the boys so much 
they couldn’t tolerate the thought of it being on the streets. That, and 
a review of Ken's Guide to the Bible in the back of the magazine were 
too much for them. He had come to return the materials—minus several 
pieces of film he had lost—and drop off a $900 bill for the work they 
had already completed. 

Her second choice, the supposedly “progressive” Hutchinson-Allgood 
in Winston-Salem, NC, refused the job outright. No reason was given. 

EYE was eventually printed, six weeks behind schedule, by the Print 
Works in Greensboro, NC, the same printer who had handled previous 
issues. It was more expensive, but they did the job without taking the 
time to offer a critique. 

Even if your printer takes the job, you might not be out of the woods. 
In Crimewave U.S.A. #8, Mark Maynard recounts a particularly 
galling run-in with a printer. Seems that Mark was foolish enough to 
support a local printer (rather than send the job out of state). The owner 
inspected the materials, took the job, and even printed it, all without 
incident. But when the job was done, a woman Mark calls “Mrs. 
Intolerant Christian” lectured Mark and Linette on the content of CW. 
“This material is absolute filth!” she said ... to their faces. Then, no 
doubt, she ran to the bank and cashed his check. 

As if producing a goddamned independent magazine isn’t enough 
work, we’re forced to suffer unsolicited opinions from precisely the 
kind of person we are not writing for. Who the fuck asked you, lady? 

Freedom of the press is an oft-heralded liberty essential to every 
other freedom enjoyed in this country. It is a guiding principle, 
something hoisted high by pundits of all persuasions. The downside of 
piling such importance onto freedom of the press, however, is that the 
ditch diggers have come to consider their roles with an excessive 
grandiosity when, in reality, they’re just fucking ditch diggers. 
Because freedom of the press is so crucial, printers often consider 
themselves the personal keepers of this open gate. Further, many have 
also adopted the role of watchmen for Moral America. 

Legally speaking, printers do have the right to choose the material 
they will print. But does a plumber decline to fix a toilet if he finds the 
shower curtain to be ugly? So, for printers to adopt such a self- 
righteous stance is repugnant to those of us who take advantage of such 
a national freedom. I recently had a friend ask me if there were any 
advertisement I wouldn’t take. I told him “no. ” Not because I need the 
$80 so badly, but because I’ve been on the other end of things, having 
my work derailed because of someone else’s moral objections. 
Freedom is freedom, and it should be absolute. I’m smart enough to 
understand that these same rules must apply to my own actions. 

But, if the average printer were brain surgeon material, then he’d be 
a flicking brain surgeon. No printer I’ve known who declines work 
based on moral objections has ever been too bright. 

So should they be required to print anything and everything? Pictures 
of naked women? Porn is a big money-maker for shops that take such 
work, so most shops welcome porn. (They often run it on the late shift, 
when “the ladies” aren’t working and clients aren’t likely to turn up 
and see the smut.) Then how about naked men? The majority of print 
shops are owned and run by men, so your gay rag will likely offend at 
least one person; if that one person has decision-making power, they 
won’t take the job. What about leftist propaganda? Printers are, on the 
average, working class Republicans, and a lot of them won’t print any 
of that commie stuff. 

So where does the line get drawn? Taking the moral ground that 
printers should be required to print anything sent to them is somehow 
akin to their action. No one should be required to do anything they find 
morally or ethically questionable. But that’s not the reality of our 
situation. The only response is to support those who support you. 
Spread the names and numbers of printers who are zine-friendly. And 
certainly do the same to those who are not so friendly. 

—You can get this highly controversial issue o/Crank by sending $4 
to P.O. Box 633, New York, NY 10012. You can get Factsheet Five’s 
list of zine-friendly printers (and stores and distros) by sending $4 to 
P.O. Box 170099, San Francisco, CA 94117. 


TABLETOP 

PUBLISHING 

by Candi Strecker 

“Desktop publishing” is one of those catch-phrases that 
promises a bit more than it delivers. It’s true that with a 
computer, laser printer, and software, anyone with a whim to 
publish can create a gorgeous original document ready for 
reproduction. But one crucial part of the publishing process—the 
printing itself—can’t be done with those desktop devices. That 
job is almost always done by other people on their own machines, 
typically photocopiers or offset presses. And that leaves publish¬ 
ers vulnerable to censorship by their printers. 

But that kind of censorship wasn’t a problem for zinesters in 
the recent past, because many of them owned their own printing 
presses. Through most of this century, up to the late 1970s when 
cheap photocopying became widely available, many amateur 
publishers invested in one of two small-scale printing devices, 
the ditto machine and the mimeograph. These do-it-yourself 
presses, not much bigger than today’s laser printer, could be set 
up on a kitchen table or basement workbench. For a small 
investment, anyone could be a “tabletop publisher.” 

In the B.X. era—Before Xerox—almost every school and 
church and business used a ditto or mimeo machine to crank out 
small print runs of newsletters, class schedules, church bulletins, 
forms, and little poetry magazines. Because they were so 
commonplace, plenty of fairly cheap secondhand machines were 
available. The perfumey purple ink of ditto printing is a familiar 
childhood memory for many of us, but because it was only good 
for very short print runs—about 100 copies—ditto gear was 
never that popular with self-publishers. Mimeographs, which 
could make 500 or more copies per original, were the preferred 
machines. They were especially popular with science fiction 
fanzine publishers. Within that subculture arose a sub-subculture 
of mimeo tinkerers, respected experts who knew how to get the 
most out of their recalcitrant Gestetners and A. B. Dicks. 

Each mimeographed page begins as a stencil, a special wax- 
coated sheet of porous tissue paper. Text is typed directly onto 
the stencil, headlines are lettered using a template, and half-tone 
artwork can be made mimeo-able using a second device, the 
electro-stenciler. The mimeo machine, working somewhat like 
a silk-screen printer, squeezes ink through the tiny breaks in the 
wax made by the typewriter strikes or pen scratches. 

The results could never be confused with a professional 
printing job, but skillful mimeo operators could get very pleasing 
results. A favorite trick was to print in two colors, by passing 
each sheet through the mimeo twice, once with black ink for the 
text and again with a colored ink for the illustrations and 
headlines. (To get a similar colorful effect on their photocopied 
zines, some people leave white space for illustrations which they 
later create through laborious rubber-stamping.) 

Mimeo and ditto are almost Dead Media now, discarded by 
most offices in favor of the more fool-proof photocopier. 
There’s so little market for them that even thrift stores turn away 
these heavy, un-salable machines. But hard-core mimeo zinesters 
in the supposedly forward-looking field of science fiction 
fandom are keeping this retro printing method alive. Maybe 
more of us should consider joining them. What better way to 
bypass the meddling of the printer than by owning your own 
personal tabletop printing press? 

—®1997 Candi Strecker 


FACTSHEET FIVE #62 



FACTSHEET FIVE #62 


to 


THE LAY OF THE LAND 

Portrait of the zinester as a social statistic 

By Mathieu O’Neil 


W hy bother compiling a portrait of the 
zine editor? I wanted to find out if 
zine editors shared some common 
traits, whether they formed a homogenous 
social category. I was interested in how zine 
editors perceive themselves, their zine-editing 
activity, and their fellow zinesters. Some of 
the results of the survey below may be well 
known ... but here for the first time ever we 
have statistical proof, dammit! 

Disclaimer: this survey does not purport to 
accurately portray all zinesters, only those 
with an email account who took the time to 
answer the questionnaire I sent them. Still, we 
have quite a few “famous” zines represented 
(Crank, Fucktooth, Holy Titclamps, Beer 
Frame, Giant Robot, Fat!So?, Chunklet, etc.) 
and many others—I received 115 responses in 
all, from editors aged 16 to 76, whose zines 
cover pretty much all aspects of zinedom, 
making this in-depth survey fairly representa¬ 
tive. I entered all the responses on a gigantic 
spreadsheet and tried to make sense of it all. 
Enough introduction, let’s go! 

First of all, which zines are most popular? 
The old favorites are still there: Cometbus is 
no. 1, followed by Bust, Crap hound, Pathetic 
Life (tied for no. 2), Factsheet 5, MRR, Farm 
Pulp (no. 3) and The Baffler, Crank, Murder 
Can Be Fun, and Thrift Score (no. 4). 

What do zine editors like about zines? Most 
quoted attributes were personality/originality 
(24 percent), real content (23 percent), good 
writing/layout (21 percent), then humor and 
honesty/effort (both 12 percent). According to 
conventional zine wisdom, punk zines are 
“sloppy.” Well, of the editors who defined 
their mags as “punkzines,” 25 percent said 
“real content” was most important and another 
25 percent said an interesting layout was what 
mattered; that old punk chestnut, “honesty,” 
came in third with 19 percent. 

What don’t zinesters like about zines? Char¬ 
acteristically, respondents had a lot to say on 
the issue: “I think the web is having the same 
effect on zine quality that the introduction of 
inexpensive desktop computers had ... anyone 
with half a brain thinks that they’re the next 
Hunter S. Thompson or H.L. Menken and 
we’re overloaded by an immense amount of 
crap” (Dan Taylor, Exploitation Retrospect). 
Those zines were “not necessary” or “sucked” 
was the most common criticism (22 percent), 
followed by “unoriginal” (12 percent). Stephen 
Dunscombe (Primary Documents) doesn’t like 
“subcultural entrepreneurs,” people who sell 
off zines to the mainstream, although he was 
quick to point out that he was himself guilty of 
that very sin as his political-cultural study of 
zines, Beneath the Underground (Verso) has 
been recently released. Loki (Bummers and 
Gummers) asserted that on top of everything 
else, zines are hopelessly urban and “country- 
phobe.” She should know, because she lives 
off a farm; almost every other respondent lived 
in a city. 

Theresa (Billy's Mitten) resents “first is¬ 
sues, mean people, punker-than-thou people, 
adults trying to tell me how to do my zine. ” It’s 


for your own good Theresa! Ted Ficklen 
(Metrozine) said “I really hate it when some¬ 
one asks more than a couple of dollars for their 
zine.” The cutest response has to be from 
Mark (Ruford Lives on Pluto) who declared 
that “the fact that they’re called ‘fanzines’ 
bothers me tremendously.” An editor who 
shall remain nameless (to protect the innocent) 
felt it was necessary to really spell it out: “And 
I could really, really, really do without the 
indie-rock fixation so many zines have. It’s fun 
and all, but why is there that self-imposed limit 
that indie rock is the only thing worth writing 
about? People fill their pages with reviews of 
the same records everyone else has reviewed, 
interviews with whatever band is cool at the 
moment, fuzzy xeroxed show pictures, name- 
drops galore. Come on, kids! We can be more 
creative than this!” Another anonymous gem: 
“Often the people you generally wouldn’t like 
the most feel the need to be heard loudest. Oh, 
yeah, and I think the idea of anarchy is silly.” 

As usual, respondents complained that too 
many zines were badly written and poorly put 
together. Sure, nobody likes to read a totally 
sloppy zine, but as we all know, a raw look is 
an essential part of the zine persona. 9 percent 
of respondents bitched about zine “elitism.” 
Well, hold on minute, that’s the whole point of 
‘em in a sense. You wouldn’t want everyone 
liking what you like, would you? That happens 
to be one function of sloppy layouts: to keep 
the mainstream reader out and therefore pro¬ 
tect the rarity of underground culture. It’s 
interesting that 70 percent of, yes, “punk” 
editors criticized “lack of effort” in zines— 
maybe because they are exposed to more 
dross. 

Let’s look at the social identity of those who 
answered: 77 percent were male, and the 
overwhelming majority were white: no blacks 
responded, 5 percent of respondents were 
Asian-American, 1.5 percent Mexican-Ameri¬ 
can. The median age was 28, and punkzine 
editors tended to be younger (out of the 14 
percent of respondents who identified as 
“punk,” 81 percent were aged between 16 and 
22 ). 

Just to make it all even more exciting, and, 
well spiffy, I compared the zine-editor data on 
religion and education to the national aver¬ 
ages, as provided in the Statistical Abstract of 
the United States. (1) What religion were zine 
editors brought up with? Obviously zine edi¬ 
tors are more free-thinking than the average 
American; 22 percent of them were not brought 
up religiously (against 8 percent for the na¬ 
tional average) and they are also more Jewish 
than average (9 percent of zinesters are Jewish 
while the national average is 2 percent). They 
are just as Catholic though (22 percent against 
an average of 24 percent), but far less Protes¬ 
tant: 31 percent against an average of 60 
percent. It is therefore safe to say that all those 
godless atheists are the product of lapsed 
Protestant environments. It should be noted 
that Joe Wright (Aquarium Town) was brought 
up in the religion of “Democratic Socialism” 
while for P. Segal of Proust Said That the 


household religion was “entertaining gra¬ 
ciously.” 

Despite Sid Vicious’s opinion on the sub¬ 
ject, education is generally considered to be a 
good indicator of social positions and disposi¬ 
tions. Schooling promotes individuals up the 
social ladder but it also serves as a kind of 
“redistributing” device that swallows indi¬ 
viduals from specific social strata and spews 
them out into positions eerily similar to the 
ones their parents occupied. 64 percent of 
those surveyed had attended a University or 
another tertiary institution and 18 percent were 
currently doing so; the national average for 
attending 4 years of college is 23 percent. A 
similarly high proportion (55 percent) of 
zinesters who attended a tertiary institution 
obtained a degree, whether associates, bach¬ 
elors or advanced; the national average is only 
30 percent. 

I didn’t break down the types of institutions 
attended by zine editors (public/private) but I 
did compare the subjects they studied to the 
national average. Whereas on the national 
scene, only 5 percent of students do BAs in 
English and 11 percent in social sciences, 81 
percent of zine publisher respondents com¬ 
pleted an arts or humanities degree. 

A significant proportion of zinesters dropped 
out of college (a smaller group dropped out of 
high-school), this trait forming the basis of the 
slacker/temp worker ethic, which is still going 
strong. However, most surveyed zine editors 
of “working age” have some form of stable 
employment. As you’d expect from their stud¬ 
ies, most of them are journalists, writers, or 
copy editors (22 percent), graphic artists (19 
percent), computer consultants, programmers, 
or web designers (17 percent), and librarians 
and teachers (7 percent). 

It would therefore appear that zine editors 
are the products of environments where the 
production of texts is highly valued. For 
example, 15 percent of the mothers of respon¬ 
dents were schoolteachers. However, we still 
live in a patriarchal society, so the profession 
of fathers and grandfathers provides a more 
useful indication as to the socio-economic 
status of individuals. 23 percent of the fathers 
of zine editors surveyed were employed in jobs 
that could loosely be described as “working 
class” such as policemen, truck drivers, sales¬ 
men, and barbers. The remainder worked in 
“middle-class” or “upper middle-class” pro¬ 
fessions such as law, banking, architecture, 
academia, consulting, and medicine. To sum it 
up, the fathers of the respondents can broadly 
be described as “white collar” but only 45 
percent of paternal grandfathers and 39 per¬ 
cent of maternal grandfathers of respondents 
are white-collar: this may indicate that these 
families have not been long part of the middle- 
class, and that their offspring would be likely, 
as Stephen Dunscombe has pointed out, to 
reject some middle-class values such as 
careerism and consumerism, while still em¬ 
bracing, to a certain extent, the idea of creative 
work as a vocation. 

Finally, few respondents described their 
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parents as “drunks,” “assholes,” or “dead¬ 
beats” (3 percent to be exact). This seems to 
contradict the popular theory that zine editors 
(and punks especially) join subcultural tribes 
in order to escape from dysfunctional families. 

Zines, in short, are a culturally elitist phe¬ 
nomenon. Zine editors have been exposed to 
“high” culture 
but are excluded 
from the domi¬ 
nant economic 
sphere or the 
sphere of power. 

There is nothing 
new about this 
position: it is the 
classic artistic- 
bohemian out¬ 
look. 

What is inter¬ 
esting about zines 
is that they reject 
not only mass 
commercial culture but also the dominant high 
cultural world with its galleries, publishers, 
and other networks. They represent a kind of 
parallel avant-garde. Although the most politi¬ 
cized zines reject dominant economic-social 
values and present DIY as the only way to go, 
this functions mostly in the cultural sphere of 
zines and music: most zinesters are still some¬ 
what dependent on state-corporate institutions 
for health, food, and security. 

So what kind of cultural choices do zines 
actually propagate? The responses to the ques¬ 
tions “what’s your favorite book, music, 
movie” seemed at first to be hopelessly atom¬ 
ized. After rigorous analysis and a couple of 
cases of Australian Crown Lager, some trends 
did eventually emerge. Of course, an analysis 
of cultural taste is tricky as it probably involves 
my definitions of what constitutes “under- 
ground/offbeat/non-mainstream. ” But anyway, 
here goes: 40 percent of respondents quoted a 
“quality” or “classic” literary book (works by 
Celine, Don deLillo, Thomas Pynchon, and 
Marcel Proust were mentioned) as their favor¬ 
ite; 23 percent preferred more “underground” 
reading-matter (Lester Bangs, Modern Primi¬ 
tives ■, Luc Sante); 17 percent chose a science- 
fiction or horror book; and 16 percent selected 
a more “popular” type of fiction (Tom Clancy, 
The Bonfire of the Vanities ). Individually, 
Hunter S. Thompson is the undisputed champ 
with his classic Fear & Loathing in Las Vegas, 
followed by an unlikely assortment compris¬ 
ing Geek Love, Weetzie Bat , Bill Burroughs, 
and Stephen King. 

“That punk rock stuff yer parents hate,” in 
its various incarnations, rules the zine 
soundcape with 28 percent of devotees amongst 
respondents, followed by “indie” (whatever 
that is) with 17 percent and ’60s stuff at 16 
percent. Not much experimental or ethnic, and 
hardly any sludge metal. Only one percent are 
into rap! Hello? This makes me wonder if I live 
on the same planet as some of youse out there. 

All this is pretty much as expected, so let’s 
look at the original 20th century type of 
entertainment. On the face of it, zine-editor 
taste in movies doesn’t seem to be anything to 
write home about. The most popular films are 
Casablanca and Star Wars , followed by the 
Marx Brothers and Trainspotting . Overall, 47 
percent of movies picked by respondents could 
be described as “mainstream” (Babe, Apollo 


13), the rest as somewhat less commercial 
(Harakiri, Shadows). However, of these 53 
percent of more “arty” movies, only 11 per¬ 
cent are “weird, sick, offbeat, underground” 
or even just low-budget/independent (Toxic 
Avenger, Repo Man). Not that just because 
you do a zine you should only be into offbeat 


wigged-out crazeee antiestablishment stuff, 
but it helps, know what I mean? Let’s face it, 
if your taste is similar to that of Entertainment 
Weekly the inescapable question is why are you 
bothering the rest of us with your zine? On the 
positive side, it seems that older zinesters do 
have a bit better idea of where the real shit is 
at, so there’s hope. 

Let’s look at another question, clothes. 22 
percent of respondents buy their clothes in 
chain stores (The Gap’s “timeless chic” look 
and countercultural ad campaigns have paid 
off when it comes to surveyed zine editors: 7 
percent shop there). They also patronize giant 
stores like Target and K-mart (17 percent); 
clothes are given to them by their moms or 
friends or taken from their dad’s closets (15 
percent); finally, clothes are “found” or pro¬ 
cured at second-hand shops, flea-markets, or 
thrift stores (38 percent). 

Ah yes ... thrift stores. 75 percent of 
respondents declared that they regularly got all 
kinds of ‘cool’ stuff there (furniture, weird 
objects, old records, books), though some 
complained that they were too expensive and 
Henry Owings (Chunklet) was of the opinion 
that “Thrift stores are filthy and sell garbage. 
I tried to get into it, but I just couldn’t fake 
interest.” Like zine editing, thrifting is a 
paradoxical mix of high and low, privilege and 
dissidence: it represents all at once the political 
rejection of consumerism, the inversion of the 
mall’s shiny hyper-commodities, and the elit¬ 
ist (re)discovery of cool artifacts. But here’s 
what Kenneth Foy (Progressive Mail Network) 
had to say on the subject: “The clothes are 
there for poor people and mostly rich young 
crackers shop at thrift stores for trendy clothes. 
It sucks because they’re taking, once again, 
from the poor community.” 

A similar experience is recounted by Mary 
(Kelp): “Lately I’ve felt horrible in thrift 
stores, because I can afford to buy brand new 
things ... yesterday I had to run out of Good¬ 
will because I felt so bad. There are some 
people who shop in these stores because they 
have to, not because they can get ‘cool’ used 
corduroys. I felt like a jerk. Maybe I was 
overreacting, but that’s been my mindset of 
late. I used to thrift guilt-free, I don’t know 
what happened.” And let’s not forget Marilyn 
Wann (FatlSo?) who wouldn’t mind a good 
thrift if “they had anything in my damn size. 


People who can shop there participate in thin 
privilege. Any thin, trendoid clone can get a 
look at a thrift store ... It takes true style to 
dress with funk when you shop at Lane Bryant. 
I have been known to wear a muumuu with 
such glamour that thin women envied me. 
Attitude is not for sale, and never is marked 
down.” (Just in 
case you were 
wondering, this 
isn’t meant as an 
attack on A1 Hoff 
and Thrift Score, 

I like funky shit 
as much as any¬ 
body, I just hate 
shopping.) 

In conclusion, 
what do zinesters 
think of the so- 
called “zine 
world”? All in 
all, we find a re¬ 
markably balanced view as 37 percent of 
respondents thought it was crap or super-crap 
(Jeff Koyen of Crank defined it as “a tenuous 
community of pissy egotrippers”), 38 percent 
thought that it was great or super-great, 12 
percent thought it was both “good and bad” 
(many interesting variations on “it sucks/it 
rules/it sucks/it rules” ... “both over and 
under-rated,” etc.) and 15 percent didn’t think 
anything, apparently. Eric Nakamura (Giant 
Robot) neatly summed it up: “The readers 
don’t care about low production values, but 
look into the content and that’s great. Our first 
issues were staple-and-fold, and the Asian 
population didn’t pay much attention to us until 
we were glossy-covered! The punks started us 
off and they still support us. That’s the best 
thing about the zine world. They are loyal 
readers and the best. But there are politics, 
enemies, friends, alliances, greed, hatred, 
back stabbing, and worst of all ‘cliques’ around 
zines.” Chris Becker (Plysat' Komarinskovol 
Factsheet Five) believes that “it is one of the 
most interesting phenomenon happening in 
U.S. culture today.” But he wishes the zine 
world “was even more diverse. Where are the 
50-year-olds who are publishing? Where are 
all the zines from Japan?” 

The old dilemma ... there seems to be a 
consensus amongst respondents that, in zines, 
a specialized viewpoint is not enough: a degree 
of effort and clarity is also needed. Are zines 
vital windows into someone else’s world, or 
the indulgent swill of a privileged class? I 
guess I’ll have to let you draw your own 
conclusions about the survey. Zines remain 
the only creative outlet for many people, and 
they do offer opportunities to meet friendly 
and interesting folks: one of the more positive 
aspects of this whole process is the survival of 
the basic principle of mutual trust. 

Thanks, Big Up to everybody who took the 
time to reply. Special thanks to Stephen 
Dunscombe, Larry-Bob and Jen Angel for 
their help and support. 

(1) The National Data Book, October 1996. 
Dept, of Commerce, USA. 

Mathieu O’Neil 
31 Leonie Hill It 07-01 
Rivershire, Singapore 229239 
oneil@pacific. net. sg 
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TRAVEL 


Whether you love travelling by plane, boat, 
or boxcar, or simply love reading tales of the 
open highway, you are sure to find a world of 
excitement here. High adventure on the low 
road has never been so much fun. 


59th Street 

tf2. Tim is off on a whole new direction this time sharing his summer vacation 
to Europe. He hit all the mainstays like Paris, Munich, and Rome, and writes 
of his destinations with a real sense of immediacy. Sometimes he was thrilled 
and excited, other times lonely, but he always devotes enough space to really 
give the reader a sense of location. Although each city was different, Tim 
seemed most taken with his stay in Rome. He warmly writes of the Romans 
who take great pride in life’s sensual things and what a huge impression the 
Vatican made on him. Price:$l + stamp. Tim Elder, P.O. Box 811, New 
York, NY 10185-0811 (32 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 


Be There Now 

A zine for budget travel and beating the rat race 

ff2. Upon first glance this is just another guide to traveling cheap and packing 
light. But Malcolm goes beyond the journey itself to show you how to set 
money aside and how to find enough time to take a trip in the first place. liana 
and Sean discuss ways to start saving money in earnest, or for those starting 
in the red, to eliminate their debt. Among their suggestions is giving up a car, 
spending less on consumer goods, and learning smart investment strategies. 
Then Malcolm comes in to tell us about frugal packing and the mistakes he 
made on his last voyage. Makes a nice supplement to the more routine 
guidebooks and travel stories. No trades/reviews zines books/submissions 
wanted. Price:$l + 2 stamps. Malcolm Hex, P.O. Box 441993, Somerville, 
MA02144-1993—URL: http://www.apocalypse.Org/pub/u/x/zines/ (22 pages/ 
xerox/stand ard/rough/CWB) _ 

The Best of Vagabond Monthly 

Fun on the American Road 

#2, Winter ’97. Instead of adding a web version of his zine, Tim publishes 
this paper edition of his web page. It’s a collection of U.S. travel stories that 
takes readers all over the country. My favorite is about the Woman’s Industrial 
Exchange and Tea Room in Baltimore. Sharon visited this old-time restaurant 
for some delightful food, while learning how it sells handmade clothing in 
fifteen states. There are also visits to Gettysburg, the life of a trucker, and Las 
Vegas’s Liberace Museum. Selective trades/reviews books/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. Tim Mahoney, 2806 
Gregory St., Madison, WI 53711—Email: tpatmaho@globaldialog.com— 
URL: http://www.globaldialog.com/~tpatmaho (34 pages/bound newsprint/ 
standard/polished/CWB)_ 


Big World 

Travel: On-the-cheap and down-to-earth 

^11, Summer ’97. Always a source of inspirational travel stories and armchair 
adventures, Big World makes for wonderful escapist dreams. Anik See 
writes about her solo biking trek through Patagonia and shares some great 
stories of the folks she met. It wasn’t fraught with danger or wild escapades, 
but I envied her experience more than any other that I’ve read in Big World. 
Emerson Grossmith then takes us to Yemen to describe the widespread use 
of the mild narcotic qat, while C.B. Heinemann shares the busking techniques 
he learned that kept him eating for three months in Europe. Helpful side 
features on finding cheap airfare and hostelling your way around the country 
and the world. Selective trades/reviews zines books videos music/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 6 issues. Jim Fortney, 
P.O. Box 8743-C, Lancaster, PA 17604—Email: bigworld@paonline.com— 

URL: http://www.paonline.com/ 
bigworld (48 pages/offset/standard/ 
polished/C WB) 

Devil’s Elbow 

#6. It was a little shocking to see 
Devil’s Elbow move from its Mid¬ 
western home to points south of the 
Ohio River. Lori and Jay always 
delighted in bringing us their Mid¬ 
western travelogues and I didn’t 
know if their zine would survive the 
move. Fortunately, the highly per¬ 
sonal and vivacious writing is just 
the same; only the scenery has 
changed. This issue presents “Hous¬ 
es of the Presidents” where Lori 
and Jay visit the pre-White House 
homes of our leaders large and 
small: Lincoln, Nixon, Truman, 
Grant, even Rutherford B. Hayes 
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and the faux-president Jefferson Davis. Each of these places is written up 
partly from a historical point of view and partly as a skeptical tourist. 
Affectionate tribute to Honest Abe shows that he was more than just a 
depressed guy with the country’s burdens on his shoulders, he also liked to 
dig up his son’s corpse, evidently for inspirational reasons. Even though Lori 
enjoyed the fabled Lincoln log cabin, she warns that carbon testing has shown 
it to be a fake. Always a unique contribution to the travel genre. No trades/ 
prints letters. Price:$2. Subs:$7 for 4 issues. Lori Robbins, 119 Chestnut St., 
Box 6, Oxford, MS 38655—Email: develbow@aol.com—URL: http:// 
members.aol.com/develbow/private/dehtml.htm (28 pages/xerox/digest/ 
rough/CWB)__ 

Dodge 

City Journal 

#2. The writers for Dodge don’t offer advice for would-be travelers, nor are 
they simply recalling their personal road-trip adventures. What they set out 
to do is explore specific cities from a historical and sociological context and 
come up with theories about the cities and solutions to their unique urban 
problems. They writers for Dodge compose essays that reach into the hearts 
of the cities they explore, but in the process uncover the forces that shape 
America as a whole. This time they pay a visit to Oakland, California, 
exploring its wide diversity and variety of minority and immigrant popula¬ 
tions. They explained the forces that shaped this city, from the WWII 
shipyards to the Scottish Rite Temple to the the Black Panther Party. The story 
of Portland, Maine is more universal in character. Alex Coolman explored 
this seaside community and explained how Portland, like many other small 
cities, is attempting to revitalize its downtown economic base with the elusive 
tourist dollars. I also liked the series on Cleveland, Ohio. Mark Driver told 
us about his 39.5 hours in Cleveland, while Bob Pipik presented a more 
personal exploration as he returned to his suburban home of Parma, Ohio. I 
particularly enjoyed Mark’s conversations with the local residents. When 
asked them “what do you guys think about this ‘Cleveland: The Comeback 
City’ crap” their response was a surprising “whatdaya mean ‘crap’? Cleve¬ 
land is the comeback city! You ever been to Pittsburgh? Now that’s a 
shithole.” This is by far one of the finest zines out there. If you live in any 
of the aforementioned cities you’ll certainly enjoy reading this, but that’s 
hardly the point. Anyone who’s ever lived in any city will certainly find it 
fascinating. Selective trades/reviews books music/free to prisoners/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:$3.50. Subs:$12. Andrew Wagner, P.O. Box 420375, 
San Francisco, CA 94142 (64 pages/offset/standard/professional/RSF) 

For the Clerisy 

About Latvia 

ft22 , August ’97. It’s been wonderful to watch how Brant has developed his 
zine over the years. For the Clerisy started as a literary-minded publication, 
moved overseas to document Brant’s life and travels, and now seems to have 
attained its following in the zine community. Three good personal pieces 
really stood out this time. I really liked Brant’s story on acting and how he used 
it in real life and in teaching to make life overseas smoother. We also hear 
about his trip to Copenhagen and how he and his wife stumbled into a reception 
for President Clinton. Best of all were his glowing words about his trip to 
Prague. After visiting much of central and eastern Europe, Brant places 
Prague as “the most magnificent city I have ever visited. ” By the time you read 
this, Brant may already have returned to the U.S. so you might want to email 
first. Loves trading/reviews zines/prints letters. Price:trade only. Brant 
Kresovich, Riga Business School, Skolas 11, LV-lOlORiga, Latvia—Email: 
brant@krabi s.rbi.rtu.lv (12 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

The Human Body 

International S/ice-of-Life Laughs and Philosophy Magazine 

ff3, Spring ’97. An eclectic treatment of Japanese culture, body parts, and 
stories from all the expats that have gathered in Tokyo. One page pays tribute 
to a bizarre and wonderful shirt. Because mere description can’t do justice to 
it, they glue an actual photograph right into the zine. There are also stories 
about punk’s founding days in Canada, Tokyo street musician Taske, and lots 
of photos of eyes as the featured body part. Beautiful and vivid front color 
cover. Loves trading/free to prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$4. Subs:$12 for 3 issues. John Cross, A101,1-31-17 Kamikita-Zawa, 
Setagaya-ku , Tokyo, 156, Japan (30 pages/xerox/euro-standard/ rough/CWB) 

♦ The Hungover Gourmet ♦ 

Food/Drink/Tra vel 

ft 1, Summer ’97. What started out as a column in Dan Taylor’s Exploitation 
Retrospective has branched out into its own zine. This great new zine is part 
foodzine, part travelzine, and also pays tribute to the fine art of drinking. It’s 
a straightforward zine—a simple DTP design with lots of top-notch writing. 
It starts with a more personal essay, where editor “Emil Nitrate” reveals how 
his relationship to food and cooking developed over the years. The main 
feature is a big roadtrip diary that follows our guides through some Northeast 
wineries and over to Niagara Falls. There’s also an informative guide to 
outdoor grilling, which describes the three types of grills and offers tips for 
perfectly grilled food. I particularly enjoyed the review section that recom¬ 
mends a handful of obscure foodzines that are well worth the money. Loves 
trading/reviews zines URLs/submissions wanted. Price:$l + stamp. Dan 
Taylor, P.O. Box 10134, Pittsburgh, PA 15232-0134-Email: 
editor@datenet.com—URL: http://www.datenet.com/hungover/ 
hungover.html (16 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/4 times a year/RSF) 



















IBF News 

Non-governmental organization promoting bicycle transport 

Vol. 97, #2. A brief newsletter on national and international cycling issues. 
John Hilary shares his experience cycling in Asia and asks whether the recent 
surge in automobile traffic is progress or just shortsighted consumerism. 
“When you’re stuck in a traffic jam, knowledge that the gross national product 
has just risen by 2 per cent isn’t much consolation. ” Some places though, like 
Bangkok and Jakarta, have started their own Critical Mass rides to raise 
awareness and campaign for better conditions. Short but fascinating profile 
of the Bicycle History Archive and some frustrating news about bike bans in 
Eritrea. Price:$ 1/donation. David Mozer, International Bicycle Fund, 4887 
Columbia Drive South, Seattle, WA 98108-1919—Email: intibike@scn.org— 
URL: http://www.halcyon.com/fkroger/bike/homepage.html (4 pages/off- 
set/standard /DTPed/CWB) _ 

4 Infiltration 4 

The zine about going places you're not supposed to go 

#2, January ’97. Lots of folks like being in the country—they like wandering 
down unknown paths, exploring deep woods, perhaps discovering a secret 
cave or waterfall. Many people don’t realize that urban areas offer the same 
sorts of adventures. Cities are filled with building, and in each building is a 
whole new world of unknown discovery. With the right attitude, a simple 
hotel, hospital, subway station, or office building can be transformed into an 
unknown world ready to be explored, complete with hidden caves, magnif¬ 
icent vistas, and of course the occasional hazard to be avoided. Whenever I 
find myself in some monolithic hotel, I love exploring its underground 
passageways and hidden staircases—it’s much more fun then lying in bet 
watching free HBO. Infiltration is a zine devoted to just that passion. With 
detailed stories, accompanied by revealing photos and a couple of maps, they 
reveal the hidden secrets of Toronto’s buildings and invite you to send in 
infiltrations of your own. The premier issue gave a complete rundown of the 
Royal York, a landmark hotel that offers plenty of opportunities for the urban 
spelunker. The second issue takes us to the St. Michael’s Hospital, revealing 
the strangeness that awaits in its dark sub-basements. Much appreciated are 
the useful tips, like scoring free food, reading the warning signs, and what to 
take and leave behind. Send in details of your own exploits. No trades/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Infiltration, P.O. Box 66069, Town 
Centre PO, Pickering, ON L1V 6P7, Canada—Email: milky@ibm.net— 
URL: http://www.infiltration.org (24 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/RSF) 

+ King Floyd ♦ 

#4, January ’97. I had to laugh when I saw the cover. It’s an unbelievable 
parody of an old AD&D module with subtle references to the zine’s contents. 
This “adventure for three characters” promises a “great trek across this land 
of strange customs and creatures stranger still.” Welcome to the great 
American road trip with Rob as your Dungeon Master. He and his pals set out 
to see as much roadside weirdness as they could stomach, and judging by the 
center page spread that maps their journey coast to coast, they must have cast- 
iron innards. On their 10,000+ mile trip they encountered Graceland, Vegas, 
a Toho-scale statue of Jesus, 30 beers for under $13, the grassy knoll, 
Roswell’s UFO Research Center, the Grand Canyon, Berkeley’s Unknown 
Museum, and the world’s largest talking cow. It’s truly an epic travelogue 
loaded with pictures and lots of detail. Four weeks. 25 states. No saving 
throws. Loves trading/reviews zines comics. Price:$2. Rob MacDougall, 6 
Marie Ave. #1, Cambridge, MA 02139—Email: rdmacd@fas.harvard.edu 
(48 pages/x erox/half-legal/DTPed/CWB) _ 

My Letter to the World 

#14, June ’97. Tiger Lily does an amazing amount of international traveling. 
Every issue she sends in is about a different place in the world that she has 
just returned from. This time it’s London and she wrote a lengthy guide to the 
city. Everything is arranged by tube stop, and T.L. shares her impressions of 
the major sights and even some things to avoid. Mostly she described the best 
pubs and a few frantic searches for a toilet, but she also got to see the Dickens 
House, King’s Road (’70s punk hangout), and some of the crime scenes of 
Jack the Ripper. With all the descriptions (sometimes of places that weren’t 
that exciting), this is more of a guidebook than a trip diary. The details of 
Tiger’s job were more fun. She and her co-worker share their weird 
encounters on the phone trying to verify hotel rates and other travel 
information from suspicious and brain-dead clerks. Selective trades/reviews 
music. Price:$l or stamps. Tiger Lily, P.O. Box 40082, Berkeley, CA 94704- 
4082—Email: lilac@soda.berkeley.edu (44 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

Lost Tequila Weekend 

#5, Spring ’97. The regular cast at LTW has put together this special travel¬ 
intensive issue. When we last left Craig he was visiting the Badlands. But here 
we find him making his way through the U.K. He sniffs out all the good pubs, 
is treated to various whiskeys and whiskies, and through it all even finds time 
for a little sightseeing. Paul Mercer, therapist on the edge, tells us more about 
his whacked-out clients. Thigpa believes he is the reincarnation of Buddha, 
but is tortured by his desire to drive a Jeep Cherokee and date flashy women. 
But the oddest exchange of all is his first question to Dr. Mercer: “Are you 
dating the Spice Girls?” Other travel stories take us along the Alaska Canada 
highway and recreate Schweik’s anabasis by means of a modern GPS tracking 
system. The bottom-of-the-page quotes collect the most poignant and humor¬ 
ous maxims of travel. Selective trades/reviews zines/age statement. Price:$2 


+ 3 stamps. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Terrie Schweitzer, 98 Western Ave. Suite 
102, Petaluma, CA 94952—Email: tequila@wenet.net—URL: http:// 

. www. hooked. net/ ~ terrie/ltw. htm (36 pages/offset/half-legal/DTPed/C WB) 

Meniscus 

#9. A zine that takes a more personal side to the influx of Asian Americana 
in our pop culture. Yuan-Kwan writes about her music and sports heroes like 
violinist Chee-Yun, tennis player Michael Chang, Tiger Woods, and Cibo 
Matto. Some friends contribute a story of their travels that took them to Taipei, 
Seoul, and Korea. I liked the way they broke up the story into brief, but 
hilarious observations. These bits describe things like “Coffee Situation,” 
“Taiwanese Bathroom Surprises,” “Makeup Crimes,” and “English Signage 
Translation Difficulties. ” One intriguing entry was tided “South Korean Lotto 
Alternatives” that revealed how much money you can win for turning in spies 
from up North. No trades/reviews zines music/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$l + 3 stamps. Yuan-Kwan Chan, 12793 Misty Creek Lane, 
Fairfax, VA 22033—Email: ykchan@geocities.com—URL: http:// 
members.tripod.com/~ykchan (34 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

Out West 

The Newspaper That Roams 

#39, Summer ’97. Rambling through the West and discovering its fascinating 
culture and natural beauty is Chuck’s official job—that, and publishing Out 
West to document his fantastic journeys. Leaving his trusty RV behind this 
time, Chuck flies into Nevada to start a lengthy trip by bus. He made lots of 
stops all over the state, caught up with a childhood friend, learned about the 
56 varieties of sagebrush, detoured into Death Valley, traveled the ET 
Highway, and even saw a picture made entirely of hair. There’s not too much 
bizarre material this time (unless you consider the burger joint built at Donner 
Pass) but Chuck’s roadside journal still makes for great travel and history 
reading. Price:$3.50. Subs:$12.95 for 4 issues. Chuck Woodbury, Out West, 
9792 Edmonds Way, Suite 265, Edmonds, WA 98020—Email: 
outwest@seanet.com—URL: http://www.outwesmewspaper.com (24 pag¬ 
es/loose newsprint/tabloid/polished/CWB) 

4 Outdated La-oo-ra 4 

#1, July ’97. Laura spent a year in New Zealand and documented all her 
thoughts and expectations in this single issue of her zine. It touches on so many 
crucial topics that will be appreciated by anyone who has done any sort of 
traveling or even thinking about society. Her whole discussion about fitting 
in, being a minority, and hating that her accent immediately identified her as 
an outsider shows how much more aware she is of cultural issues after her year 
overseas. She also talks about the widespread infiltration of crap U.S. movies 
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and junk food culture, all the New Zealand authors she was turned on to, a 
trip to Australia, and the more subtle cultural differences between the States 
and New Zealand. More than just a documented trip, this is an intelligent 
collection of thoughts and revelations. Loves trading/reviews books/free to 
prisoners/prints letters. Price:$l + stamps. Laura, 2517 Humboldt Ave. S. 
#303, Minn eapolis, MN 55405 (38 pages/xerox/digest/rough/C WB) 

The Squished Penny Museum Newsletter 

#2, Spring ’97. Petey and Chistine share a mutual obsession with those 
squished pennies you can obtain at roadside attractions across the country. 
Their collection grew and grew until it turned into a small museum in their 
home. Now they’re documenting all their travels on their search for more 
flattened copper to add to their showcase. They’ve been doing a lot of traveling 
and have a lot of squished pennies to show for it. In this exciting, adventure- 
filled second issue they tell us about their trips to 
Vegas, Graceland, and Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

They also wrote up lots of news and rants, finding 
themselves particularly enraged by the collector- 
oriented squished penny of Cal Ripkin selling for 
eight bucks. Even if you never gave squished 
pennies a second thought, you’re sure to enjoy 
these humorous tales of travel adventures. Petey 
More, The Squished Penny Museum, 1242B 
Columbia Rd. NW, Washington, DC 20009 (16 
pages/offset /digest/polished/RSF) 

♦ Tangent♦ 

#1. These first-timers make a startling debut with 
their collection of travel stories, hell jobs, and 
other tales from the city environment. Taxi rides 
are something that more zines should make use of. 

Jenny explains how she asked one driver how he 
got into the business and he said “It’s kind of a long 
story, and I don’t mean to frighten you so I’m just 
going to say it. I used to be in a mental institution” 
and then looked into the rear view mirror for 
Jenny’s response. Another driver explained how 
he used to be an embalmer until one frightening 
experience forced a career change. As he was 
preparing to drain the corpse, it sat up and said 
“I’m not gone yet, help me.” There’s a nice long 
series of interviews with food servers and baristas 
about tipping procedure. They all had varied 
responses to the topic, but Jerry of Burgerville had 
this to say: “I feel it is tactless and says something 
like “help me buy my lunch. ” Then there’s Erika’s 
wacky “Asylum Street” stories about all the 
nutballs on her block, cycle riding over Portland’s 
bridges, and some fantastic reading from the front 
lines of pizza delivery. Imagine standing on the 
porch with a piping hot pie and suddenly hearing 
“You’re beautiful, why don’t you take off all your 
clothes and dance?” There’s so much more stuff in 
here that it is truly astounding. For a lousy $2 I 
can’t imagine a better deal than this. Selective 
trades. Price:$2. Max Boykoff, P.O. Box 42165, 

Portland, OR 97242-0165 (84 pages/xerox/di¬ 
gest/rough/CWB) 

♦ Thumb + 

#8, Spring ’97. Eric mixes his travel stories with 
a deadly dash of humor, throwing in sidebar 
features on kung fu styles and little-known musical 
instruments. Across the country Thumb goes 
roaming seeking fun and excitement, things a Jedi 
craves not. In short diary form Benj tells us of his 
two-month adventure on the road. Always a hit with me is music criticism by 
the ubiquitous reviewer Mom. Here she shows her disdain for Jon Spencer 
Blues Explosion and other things that don’t sound like the Beatles. We also 
get tips on food budgeting with $2 a day and Icki’s love of bus riding. No 
trades/reviews music. Price:$l. Eric Mast, 2409 SE 51st Ave. Apt. 2, 
Portland, O R 97206 (44 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

TOPOzine 

#15. Fred is obsessed with maps—we all know that already, but what you may 
not know is that one of his favorite features of maps are coasts. Appropriately 
enough he devoted issue #13 of TOPOzine to maps that detail coastlines. He 
presented maps of Antarctica, Florida’s Gulf Coast, Sir Francis Drake’s 
coastal home of 1579, and the Oregon coastline. In issue #15 he explored his 
other obsession, subways, with a special issue devoted to maps of transit 
systems around the world. It’s almost like an issue of his now-defunct zine 
Watch the Closing Doors. There are maps of the complex London 
Underground, the Knoxville trolley cars, the scenic Dade County bus route 
C, the Moscow Metro, the unreadable bus map of St. Louis, and the mass 
transit in Yokohama, Japan. Loves trading/reviews books/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Fred Argoff, 1204 Avenue U 
#1290, Brooklyn, NY 11229-4107 (12 pages/xerox/half-legal/rough/RSF) 


Yakuza 

Inspired by Punk Rock and Travel - Since 1992 

#9, June ’97. This latest issue of Yakuza is nearly a pure-blooded travel zine. 
Nearly everything in this issue is about travel. Three tour diaries—chronicling 
the adventures of the Mountain Goats, Zen Guerrilla, and David himself, as 
he tags along with Darby on her Kill Zinesters tour. With its bright paper and 
bonanza of photos it’s nearly a full-fledged magazine. A nice surprise are the 
photos from Jim (Uno Mas) Saah. I also like John Petkovic’s overview of film 
noir and the three pages of web site listings. No trades/reviews zines videos 
music URLs. Price:$4.50. David McGurgan, P.O. Box 26039, Wilmington, 
DE19899-6039—Email: yakuza@voicenet.com—URL: http://www.voicenet. 
com/'yakuza (84 pages/offset/standard/professional/RSF) 

You Come Too 

#2.1 really like everything that Jeff has done, but 
this new book really hits home for me. It’s a 
personal travel diary of Jeffs vagabond bike trip 
along the Northern California coast from San 
Francisco up to Eugene, Oregon. If you’ve ever 
seen Jeffs work you’re familiar with his delicate 
illustration style that perfectly accompanies his 
passionate travel stories. What I like so much 
about this one are his descriptions and illustrations 
of some of my favorite places in Northern Califor¬ 
nia. He covered lots of ground in Marin, Sanoma, 
Peteluma, Mendicino, Point Arena, Fort Bragg, 
Humbolt, and Areata. Being a San Francisco 
resident I too have spent many a days biking along 
these same back roads. The second half describes 
his days working as a holiday season bell ringer 
for the Salvation Army. It sounds like an unusual 
experience, but Jeff wrote it all down in these 34 
pages. Fans of the travel writing in Cometbus 
will surely enjoy this. Loves trading/reviews 
zines comics. Price:$2. Jeff Zenick, Wheatcake 
Productions, P.O. Box 877, Tallahassee, FL 
32302 (72 pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) 


OTHER ZINES 


BACKROADS BICYCLING Vol. 9, #3, Summer 
’97. Described as “a limited-circulation newsletter for 
an extended family of concerned cyclists,” Back- 
roads Bicycling is an excellent way of networking 
with others who share the passion for bicycle riding 
off the beaten path. It’s a great place for sharing tips 
on gear and meeting new friends. Price:$1. Subs:$5 
for 4. Randy W. Wyatt, 1321 Hollyhock Circle, East, 
Jacksonville, FL 32211-5269 (12/standard/DTPed/ 

RSF) [61]_ 

BURN COLLECTOR #5. This whole issue is dedi¬ 
cated to Al’s European trip. He hit Paris, Munich, 
Berlin, and Florence but it was hard to say whether or 
not he enjoyed it. It seemed like the most enthusiasm 
he could muster was for the Italian pizza and the zoo 
that the Scorpions liked to hang out at. His final piece 
about the meaning of place was the most insightful. 
Price:3 stamps. A1 Burian, 307 Blueridge Rd., Carr- 
boro, NC 27510. Loves trading. (24/digest/rough/ 

CWB) [58]_ 

DWELLING PORTABLY May ’97. Resourceful 
newsletter for folks interested in lifestyle alternatives. 
That doesn’t mean open marriages, it refers to nomad¬ 
ic and ecologically minded housing. It’s filled with a 
variety of innovative ideas and network contacts. 
There are notes on living from your vehicle, making 
candles, using voice mail, utilizing wild plants, and 
making the most of being off the grid. Price:$l. Subs:$5.50 for 6. Portable Dwelling 
Info Letter, P.O. Box 190-FF, Philomath, OR 97370. Selective trades. (18/digest/ 

rough/CW B) [61] _ 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT #8, February ’97. James and Kaori do an 
outstanding job both on attracting penpals the world over and producing an attractive 
publication. All the articles are in both Japanese and English. The penpals section 
includes tons of available writers broken down by country and gender, so you will 
certainly find someone to write to. Excellent material for Japanese enthusiasts or 
anyone looking for an overseas friend. Price: $7 or 9 IRCs. Subs:$20 for 4. Foreign 
Correspondent, 4-17-27 Midori, Mimami Kawachi, Kawachi-gun, Tochigi, 329-04, 

Japan. Sel ective trades. (36/digest/DTPed/CWB) [59] _ 

TASTE OF ELEGANCE Vol. 5, #3, March ’97. Robert Ciraulo is a perpetual 
traveler who loves to discover new foods and restaurants. He reports on all his latest 
findings in A Taste of Elegance offering a handful of recipes and tips for those 
similarly inclined. This past spring he went down to Southern Florida and brought 
back lots of memories and ideas. Subs:$19.50 for 12. Robert Ciraulo, Taste of 
Elegance, 141 Algonquin Rd., Hampton, VA 23661 (8/standard/rough/ RSF) [60] 
WOMBAT’S WORLD Vol. 2, #1, July ’97. A fun collection of essays and comics 
from the student at University of Connecticut. In this one she tells us about her trip 
to New York City (which included a visit to See Hear. Price:$l. Subs:$6 for 6. K.A. 
Laity, U-Box 25, Storrs, CT 06235-1025 (12/digest/rough/RSF) [61] 


+ Traveling Shoes ♦ 

An eccentric journal of travel and 
entertainment 

#1, Summer ’97. One of the most exciting travel 
zines I’ve read in a while. In many ways it reminds 
me of the zine Dodge as both zines present unique, 
in-depth perspectives of selected cities. In this 
premier issue editor H.D. Miller takes us to Las 
Vegas, Nevada, exploring the history and signifi¬ 
cance of this truly American city. His reasons for 
devoting this premier issue to Vegas are numer¬ 
ous, but as he explains in the introduction, “where 
else are you going to find a city founded by 
Mormon missionaries, crooked Texas good ole 
boys, and Italian and Jewish mobsters?” He also 
explains how “everything in or about Las Vegas 
fits into one of two categories, cool or camp, with 
no middle ground.” He starts off, appropriately 
enough, with a walk down The Strip. He pays a 
visit to the six leading casino/hotels, explains the 
history of these gambling megamalls, describes the 
big shows each one has to offer, and reveals the 
utter cheesines of it all. My favorite piece here is 
H.D. Miller’s bio of Benjamin “Bugsy” Siegel. 
Miller explained how Siegel became enamored 
with the money and lifestyle of the West, but 
decided to build his nouveau riche casino away 
from the downtown Freemont scene. So it was 
Siegal’s Flamingo that established the Las Vegas 
strip as America’s top vacation spot. Exploring the 
temporal nature of Vegas, Miller describes the 
bittersweet history of three hotels which have 
recently been leveled—most recently of the three, 
the Hacienda Hotel, crashed down at 9 p.m. this 
past December 31 st (9 p.m. Vegas time to coincide 
with midnight in Times Square). Other highlights 
include the tribute to Doc Pomus who wrote the 
Elvis hit “Viva Las Vegas,” the stupendous lyrics 
of “Siegfried and Roy,” and 101 movies with 
Vegas scenes. Finishing up the issue is Miller’s 
hand-picked selection of top books and movies 
dedicated to the home of the $4.99 prime rib. No 
trades/reviews books music videos/submissions 
wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$7 for 4 issues. H.D. 
Miller, Traveling Shoes, P.O. Box 206653, New 
Haven, CT 06520-6653—Email: hdmiller@pantheon. 
yale.edu (40 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/RSF) 




















QUIRKY 


These zines embody zine culture. Each one is 
singularly devoted to a unique topic. From 
the mundane to the bizarre, these zines create 
categories of their own. Dive in and you’ll be 
surprised with what you come up with. 

1544 West Grace 

The Newsletter of a Building in Chicago 

Vol. 3, #1, Autumn ’96. This is the ongoing chronicle of the building at 1544 
West Grace in Chicago. It may not be a haunted brownstone guarding the gates 
of Hell like in The Sentinel , but it has its share of unique tenants and 
neighborhood oddities. This time Larry ventures outdoors to interview a local 
sculptor with an interesting yard, gives us a close up view of the keys in his 
life, expounds on the theory of lost and found photos, and reprints the 
messages of almost 100 fortune cookies. Remember; adding the phrase “in 
bed” at the end makes them even more fun. No trades/submissions wanted. 
Price:$1.50. Subs:$5 for 4 issues. Larry I. Roth, 1544 West Grace, Second 
Floor, Chic ago, IL 60613-2702 (12 pages/xerox/standard/DTP ed/CWB) 

2600 Connection 

The Complete Atari 2600 Video Computer System Resource 

M2, August ’97. It’s great to hear that the Atari 2600 platform isn’t dead. In 
this issue they are happy to report on Bob Colbert’s new software for the 
machine. I’m a bit unsure of how the software gets into the Atari 2600, since 
it might not be burned into a ROM cartridge, but in the meantime it’s available 
on the Net (http://www.novia.net/~rcolbert) and can run on one of the many 
2600 emulators that are available for recent computers. Issue #41 focused on 
Howard Scott Warshaw and the games he developed for the 2600 system. The 
story of the licensed E.T. game was most interesting. Released in 1982 this 
game is rumored to have started the legendary videogame market crash. No 
trades/reviews zines/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$l .50. Subs:$9 
for 6 issues. Timothy P. Duarte, P.O. Box 885, Mattapoisett, MA 02739- 
0885—Email: tduarte@juno.com—URL: http://www.geocities.com/ 
TimesSquar e/Lair/9260 (8 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

8-Track Mind 

#93, Fall ’97. The enigmatic wellspring of 8-track culture just keeps cruisin’ 
on. Russ starts off this issue with a sense of exasperation over our mega- 
merger/book deal/digital effects culture. After reading some of the mail he’s 
been getting, I don’t blame him for being a little on edge. Somewhere along 
the line, a fruity and belligerent pest picked up Russ’s trail, and Russ hasn’t 
been able to shake him yet. The best line here, delivered after some moronic 
criticism of 8-TM is “Yes, I realize I’m saying this without ever seeing 8- 
Track Mind, but I have seen two of your postcards.” Lots of letters from 
more or less regular folks, as well as the Peterson Graph that measures artistic 
merit. Loves trading/prints letters. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Russ 
Forster, 2418 W. Moffat 2nd Floor Rear, Chicago, IL 60647-0090-URL: 
http://www.hickory.net/malco/8track/ (40pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

Alternative Press Review 

Your Guide Beyond the Mainstream 

Vol. 2, #4, Summer ’97. APR covers the alternative press by reprinting 
significant articles from zines and tying it all together with a lengthy letters 
section and an extensive array of zine reviews. It starts off with a fascinating 
piece about the impact of talk radio on our media landscape and society as a 
whole. They present the startling statistic that “52% of Americans listen to talk 
radio at least one hour per week, and 30% of those report listening three or 
more hours. ” They explain how all that attention to talk radio is at the expense 
of newspapers and in-depth reporting. As an alternative, APR reprinted a 
piece from Green Anarchist offering advice on starting up your own DIY 
media. We also get pieces from Plazm, The Baffler, Fifth Estate, 
Girlfriends, and Temp Slave making for a compelling, well-balanced issue. 
No trades/reviews zines books comics/prints letters. Price:$5. Subs:$16 for 
4 issues. C.A.L. Press, P.O. Box 1446, Columbia, MO 65205-1446 (66 
pages/bound newsprint/standard/professional/RSF) _ 

The Amateur Computerist 

Vol. 7, #2, Winter ’97. The Amateur Computerist is like the complete 
antithesis of Wired magazine. Look at its design—simple two-column pages 
that are actually readable, run off on an office xerox machine with a single 
corner staple. The other key difference is that The Amateur Computerist is 
a publication about computers, technology, and the Internet while Wired 
primarily focuses on business, marketing, and corporations. The best thing 
I can say about The Amateur Computerist is that it’s for former or current 
Wired subscribers who are disgusted with its flag-waving corporate stance and 
are looking for something with an emphasis on real technology. This 
thoughtful issue explores how the many facets of the Internet has transformed 
society. They cover everything from Usenet to email to freenets to the Web. 
It starts off with a great piece that describes how online discussion forums like 
newsgroups are toppling the authoritative voice of newspapers. Another 
fabulous piece is Ronda’s history of Usenet, covering how it grew from a 




small group of researchers who wanted to exchange tips on implementing 
Unix. Other highlights include excerpts from the recent federal decision on 
the CDA, thoughts on online education, and the report from INET ’96. No 
trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. Subs:$10 for 2 issues. Ronda 
Hauben, P.O. Box 250101, New York, NY 10025-1531-Email: 
au329@cle veland. freenet. edu—URL: http: //www. Columbia. edu/ ~ hauben/acn 
(49 pages/x erox/standard/rough/RSF) _ 

♦ The Amiga Informer ♦ 

A Summary of Information and Support for Amiga Users 

#8, July ’97. At the time of its release, the Amiga computer was the leading 
edge of graphic technology. Even after all these years, many graphic 
designers and computer animators still swear by that platform. Sadly it’s the 
2,000-pound gorilla who decides what technologies live and day, and these 
days, it’s Bill Gates and Co. who refuse to include the Amiga in their support 
system. Like many marginalized groups, Amiga users have banded together 
to keep this technology alive. This newsletter reports on the latest develop¬ 
ments with plenty of ads selling the latest software and hardware ad-ons. The 
biggest news is that Gateway 2000 has taken a hold of the Amiga torch. They 
bought out the old owner and pledge to support its family of users. The news 
has brought new hope to users and retailers who are seeing strong sales once 
again. Lots of software reviews too, reporting on a new email program and 
a personal finance management system. No trades/prints letters. Price:$3.25. 
Subs:$14 for 6 issues. Fletcher Haug, Eldritch Enterprises, P.O. Box 21, 
Newburgh, NY 12551-0021—Email: eldritch@mhv.net—URL: http:// 
www.amiga informer.com (32 pages/offset/standard/polished/R SF) 

Among the Ruins 

#4, Winter ’96-’97. Christina put together an amazing issue of her goth zine. 
It’s a more mature look at the subculture and goes far beyond the usual 
contents to include history, mythology, divination, and the best selection of 
goth zine reviews around. Her piece on the history of the cemetery was 
excellent. She explains the customs of ossuaries, Pagan symbols, why we 
think of death as eternal sleep, and how the cemetery took on its modem form. 
Also loved the lengthy piece on reading tea leaves and the many characters 
of the Norse myths. Selective trades/reviews zines books music/submissions 
wanted. Price:$5. Christina de Melo, 1022 Bloor St. West #50, Toronto, ON 
M6H 1M2, Canada—Email: cristina.demelo@utoronto.ca—URL: http:// 
www.geocit ies.com/SoHo/9835/ (66 pages/xerox/half-legal/D TPed/CWB) 

Art Stamp Journal 

A Magazine for Rubber Stampers 

Vol. 2, #3, August ’97. An exciting magazine for rubber stamp fanatics that 
combines the world of cutesie cats with the craft of art stamp collages. Lots 
of informative and inspirational articles in this one. Marry Lou Gillette 
explained what’s involved in creating a photo scrapbook journal; Joanne 
Peterson offered ideas for stamping backgrounds; Lynne described his 
experiences with penpals; and Lynne also described how to create 3-D lacquer 
images. Best of all is the fantastic resources it provides with its reviews of 
rubber stamp catalogs, and the listings of other rubber stamp magazines. 
Selective trades/reviews zines/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$18 for 6 
issues. Lynne Dahl, Designs for Print, P.O. Box 1075, Monticello, MN 
55362—Em ail: ArtStampJ@aol.com (26 pages/offset/standard/p olished/RSF) 

Auto-free Times 

#11, Spring ’97. With all the excellent cycling zines coming to light recently, 
Auto-Free Times is still my favorite. They take a highly politicized view of 
cycling and automobile culture, and lay everything out with photos, political 
cartoons, and the wonderful illustrations of Andy Singer. Lots of folks hear 
about Critical Mass, but the recent protest ride for Headwaters Forest went 
unnoticed. Thirteen people were arrested, including publisher Jan Lundberg 
who describes the awful treatment by the cops. We also hear about resistance 
to the Pan-American Highway, how to live in a house-bike, and the ongoing 
debate over electric cars. Don’t miss the angry letters from all the 14-year- 
old Car and Driver readers. Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 4 issues. F. Fuels Policy 
Action Institute, P.O. Box 4347, Areata, CA 95518—Email: 
autofree@tidepool. com—URL: http: //www. B ikeRoute. com/AutoFree. htm 
(40 pages/lo ose newsprint/standard/polished/CWB) _ 

The Baffler 

The Journal That Blunts the Cutting Edge 

#9. Even though it was issues #5 and 6, that put them on the map, I get the 
feeling that this issue, Baffler #9, represents the pinnacle of everything 
they’ve been working towards. In this issue they explore the more tangible 
subject of business and commerce—the perils of work and the struggles of 
labor in a more fiscally competitive and global economy. Kicking off the issue 
is Tom Frank’s chronicle and analysis of the Detroit newspaper strike. This 
ten-page piece details the current state of U.S. labor unions The prognosis 
isn’t good—not for the struggling worker or those who expect news reporting 
on labor issues, as Tom describes the expansion of “lifestyle” reporting. 
Thankfully, The Baffler has taken up the slack dropped by the daily 
newspapers and presented this comprehensive overview. Probably the 
signature piece in this issue is Jim Frederick’s incredible expose on college 
interns in the media industry. While interning has always been a way for 
people to get their foot in the door, recent trends have seen a huge increase 
in the number of interns, many of them continuing their unpaid servitude way 
past college graduation. The Baffler has grown to* become required reading 
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for all. Get this issue and find out why. Note that Fantagraphics is now taking 
on publishing duties for The Baffler. Send all subscription requests and 
changed address to them. No trades/reviews books music/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$6. Subs:$16for4 issues. Fantagraphics, 7563 LakeCity 
Way NE, Se attle, WA 98115 (128 pages/offset/journal/profes sional/RSF) 

Ball In 

#3. A personal approach to the game of basketball that would appeal to jocks 
and non-jocks alike. There are more on-court adventures of the Exterminating 
Angels, the only co-ed team in the local NYUPBL league. Unfortunately, they 
had to throw in the towel and split their team to increase their own enjoyment 
and win a few more matches. We also get several short takes on the game itself 
with the ongoing feature “Basketball is...” This time Ball In looks at the TV 
show Hang Time , the new Bobby Knight book, and how great players of the 
game can sometimes include the local homeless. Selective trades/age state- 
ment/free to prisoners/prints letters. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4 issues. Todd 
Muller, 172 Rivington, #8, New York, NY 10002—URL: http://members, 
aol.com/phc ultent/index.html (16 pages/xerox/standard/DTPe d/CWB) 

The Bear Essential 

Wild + Free 

#8, Summer ’97. An environmental publication that truly stands apart. 
Through humor, comics, and insightful writing it gets its point across much 
better than by forecasting the apocalypse. This issue takes a look at the peculiar 
and embarrassing culture known as Americana. It considers our love of the 
automobile, our hypocritical use of natural symbols, the meaning of the flag, 
even Barbie’s recent makeover as an ecological goddess. Short articles about 
the Tillamook Burn and the final resting place of U.S. currency were the most 
intriguing. Great interviews with radio host Art Bell, Patrick Mazza of the 
American Green Party, and John Trudeil, who was once spokesperson for the 
Alcatraz occupation. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 2 issues. Thomas L. Webb, P.O. 
Box 10342, Portland, OR 97296—Email: orlo@teleport.com—URL: http:/ 
/w ww.teleport.com/~orlo/ (62 pages/bound newsprint/tabloid/polished/CWB) 

Beer Frame 

The Journal of Inconspicuous Consumption 

til . If you’re having trouble finding Paul’s Beer Frame columns, just do what 
everyone else does and get a copy of his zine. This latest edition is just as 
fabulous as all the others. The cover story is on the more unusual aspects of 
Australian consumer culture, illustrating a recent product design change 
under concern of potential PC backlash. A few years back Paul became the 
proud owner of a box of Australian candy cigarettes called “Fags.” Not all 
that shocking, considering British (and hence Australian) slang for cigarettes 
has been “fags” for many years. (The term “fag” is an old English expression 
for a bundle of sticks.) On a recent trip to Australia, Paul found the same 
product, with the same package design, is now called “Fads.” Very 
reminiscent of the renaming of an Asian brand of toothpaste from “Darkie” 
to “Darlie,” while still sporting the same tacky clip art of a smiling black man. 
Another great piece is the analysis of the plethora of new cartoon characters 
being used to market various new milk products. Three different companies 
launched three new products, using three different cow logos sporting 
combinations of sneakers, sunglasses, and backwards baseball caps. Even 
more surprising than the similarity between these three characters is that they 
all seem distincdy male in character, even though they are obviously dairy 
cows. Do yourself a favor and get this now. Price:$3. Paul Lukas, 160 St. 
Johns Place, Brooklyn, NY 11217—Email: consumer@interport.net (52 
pages/offset /digest/polished/RSF) _ 

Bigger Than Your Robot 

Vol. 1, #6, October ’96. Totally, completely awesome, frequently handwrit- 
ten/a/izine from a guy with a serious case of Yellow Fever. Jason covers all 
the truly fun and terminally cute culture of the Far East: Hello Kitty, cartoons 
starring girls with big blue eyes, video games, manga, girl bands, kung-fu 
movies, and so forth. This issue sports a wonderfully cute silk-screened 
cover. Jason dishes some of the voices for Sailor Moon based on attending a 
$5 fannish event. And while we’re digging for the truth of the Sailor Moon 
phenomenon, Jason tries to dispel two common myths about the show 
regarding sex and violence. Plus an interview with the ultimate Hello Kitty 
junkie (with tattoo) and what it’s like to be an Asian girl surrounded by a bunch 
of sex-starved anime geeks. How the fuck does he get a hold of all this cool 
stuff in Ontario? Loves trading/reviews zines books comics videos music/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Jason DeGroot, 16 Blenheim 
Drive, Brampton, ONL62 1H9, Canada—Email: winnie@innuendo.tlug.org 
(28 pages/xe rox/digest/rough/JP) __ 

Bigrig Industries Manifesto 

Vol. 81, Summer ’96. Nothing about the Cacophony Society in this one. 
That’s sad, but not too much so, since the entire issue is about beer! As it says 
on the cover, “nothin’ but beer—beer tips, beer pranks, beer comics. ” Ya just 
can’t go wrong with that. My favorite thing about the issue is its strong bias 
against flavorless corporate beer made by Anheuser-Busch, Miller, and Coors 
which he dubs BMC (for BudMillerCoors). They attacked the stupid ads 
promoting beers without bitterness or “beery aftertaste.” Hey idiots! That’s 
exactly what gives beer its character! Other highlights include the “top ten 
reasons to drink (enormous amounts) of premium beer,” “helpful hints for 
better beer drinking,” and the reviews of “bad beer of the month.” Loves 
trading/submissions wanted. Price:$l. Subs:$5 for 6 issues. Rusty Blazen- 


hoff, 437 Euclid Ave., Suite #8, Oakland, CA 94610—Email: 
rusty@sirius.com—URL: http://www.geocities.com/SunsetStrip/8486/ (28 
pages/xerox /digest/rough/RSF) _ 

♦ Bike Culture ♦ 

ti\2. Hardly a zine, but such a unique and wonderful publication that it really 
deserves wider notice. It combines classy photography with excellent writing 
to cover the whole gamut of the cycling experience: the mechanical, political, 
cultural, environmental, and so on. As the parent company is located in 
Europe, there are many features that reflect their more bike-conscious society 
and all the innovative designs for recumbents and other models. There are also 
terrific pieces on California’s Kinetic Sculpture race, the anti-car work of 
Adbusters , historical ads that use images of cycling, and cycling stories 
from Norway, Russia, Beijing, and Copenhagen. An excellent publica¬ 
tion that lives up to its title. Price:$8. Subs:$29.50 for 4 issues. Open 
Road USA, P.O. Box 291010, Los Angeles, CA 90029-Email: dylan@ 
bikeculture.com—URL: http://bikeculture.com/home (54 pages/offset/stan- 
dard/profess ional/CWB) _ 

The Blab 

#41, July ’97. It’s the summertime and you know what that means? Time for 
another issue of The Blab and time for another issue of “The Fourth of July 
Massacre” issue of The Blab. Since 1989 Karl has been producing these weird 
news compendiums—each one is a different theme, but the July issue often 
covers Fourth of July fireworks mishaps. The best part is Karl’s story of 
working as a technician for a big fireworks display—checking out the factory, 
setting up explosives, and lighting the fuses for the year’s biggest show. 
Sounds like a dream job, eh? That’s what Karl thought, until it came time to 
bury 4-foot pipes, weighing 20 pounds, into dense sandy soil with ineffective 
equipment, under the blazing sun. The rest of the issue is of course filled with 
wacky newsclips of horrible (and some not-so-horrible) accidental mishaps. 
No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$l -I- 1 stamp. Subs:$8 for 6 issues. 
Karl Engle, the Blab, 3073 Rio Bonita Street, Indialantic, FL 32903 (4 pages/ 
xerox/tabloi d/rough/RSF) __ 

♦ Blow Up + 

til . Here’s a really enigmatic collection that seems to blend fantasy and essay. 
The whole thing comes “caveat lector,” warning readers that the contents are 
100% fiction. Still, some of it seems real, or at least no more fake than 
anything else in zines that you can’t verify on your own. One piece speculates 
on game show king Chuck Barris’s connections with the CIA. While I can’t 
imagine he was a CIA hitman, the farce is pulled off with great realism and 
begins with a credible look at the two Barris biographies. The sex tale of 
making two boxers duke it out so the main character can fuck the winner was 
engrossing—more so in the style of telling than in the actual sex. Price:$2 
stamps. Basil de Rais, 2625 W. Augusta Blvd. #2F, Chicago, IL 60622 (24 
pages/xerox /half-legal/DTPed/CWB) _ 

♦ Book Happy ♦ 

til , Summer ’97. Donna Kossy is taking a break from her kooks research to 
put together this zine devoted to book obsession. Each of her contributors get 
to write about their favorite obscure, trashy, cultish books. Lots of great 
writing in this premier issue from Greg Bishop, Trevor Blake, Seth Deitch, 
Dan Kelly, John Marr, Rob Tucker, and Ray X. I particularly enjoyed the 
reviews of heath-oriented books. A1 (Thrift Score) Hoff revealed what’s in 
the book Health Secrets of Famous People while Donna described the details 
of the pamphlet Is Menstruation Necessary? Another highlight is Donna 
Kossy’s “Confession of a Cheap Book Fiend,” where she reveals the stratas 
of book hunting, from the accident of finding books in the trash, all the way 
up to using expensive book search services. Price: $4. Donna Kossy, P.O. Box 
86663, Portland, OR 97286— Email: dkossy@teleport.com—URL: http:// 
www.telepo rt.com/~dkossy (28 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/ RSF) 

Brooklyn! 

#17. Fred takes a step back for this special issue of Brooklyn! No, it’s not 
exclusively devoted to early Brooklyn history (though there is plenty of history 
in it). In this one he explores the subways of Brooklyn, just like the zine he 
used to publish, Watch the Closing Doors, completely devoted to NYC 
subways. It’s filled with stories, photos, and factoids about the subways and 
elevated trains that service Brooklyn. Only two subway maps (any readers of 
Fred’s Topozine out there?) but they magically capture so much of Brooklyn’s 
history. Most of it is very positive, avoiding the typical subway system 
complains that get so tiresome after a while. This issue is so enjoyable that 
anyone who’s ever been in Brooklyn will appreciate it. Loves trading/reviews 
zines books/submissions wanted. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Fred Argoff, 
Brooklyn!, 1204 Avenue U #1290, Brooklyn, NY 11229-4107 (24 pages/ 
xerox/digest /rough/RSF) _ 

♦ Campin’ With The Zodiac ♦ 

#1, Summer ’97. While the case of the famous Zodiac Killer was never 
solved, the prime suspect was Arthur Leigh Allen who passed away several 
years ago. Before the killings started, Leigh was friendly with Rob Huffman 
and his family. In the zine Rob talks about the time he went camping with 
Leigh, and discusses all the evidence which points Leigh out as such a prime 
suspect in these murders. He starts off with the story of the first time he me 
Leigh and the time they went camping together. Then he told us what 
happened after the police fingered Leigh and how Rob’s family stuck by him. 
It’s a great story—showing how the police constantly harassed this man 















without ever charging him with any crime. It’s a fine publication but I do have 
a few complaints. It’s sloppy design and handwritten text is a bit distracting. 
Also, it’s a bit slim for the price. Selective trades/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2. Subs:$7 for 4 issues. Rob Huffman, BlomiRecs, 1911 Oak St., San 
Francisco, CA 94117 (15 pages/xerox/digest/raw/RSF) _ 

Carpe Noctem 

Vol. 4, #1, 1997. If you know nothing about goth culture, this is Dark Side 
101. So what if you don’t wear black lipstick and dark velvets, you can seize 
the night with this zine that explores everything from bands to trading cards. 
This is a consistently well-produced and slick zine, with lots of ads for the 
practicing goth. Personally, I find it a bit dreary. For what it is, it’s great. Just 
knock on my coffin when it’s over. No trades/reviews books comics videos 
music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. 
Catia Carnell, 260 S. Woodruff Avenue, Suite 105, Idaho Falls, ID 83401— 
Email: carpenoc@carpenoctem.com—URL: http://www.carpenoctem.com 
(56 pages/of fset/standard/professional/JH) _ 

Caught in Flux 

#6, Summer ’97. Mike love indie pop and related music. For about five years 
or so he’s been publishing this occasional fanzine that features plenty of music 
reviews and interviews. It starts off with a great bit where told us how he 
submitted a pen pal ad to Teenage magazine (Jane Pratt’s first magazine) back 
in 1984. The response was overwhelming, totaling about 500 responses over 
two years. He explained how the letters generally had a similar tone to them, 
but he wrote back to about two dozen people, and starting extended exchanges 
with many of them. He told us the whole story and reprinted excerpts from 
many of the choice letters. It’s been about a year since the last issue and in 
that time he interviewed bis, Kumari, Wandering Lucy, Dolly Mixture, Laura 
MacFarlane, Jane Fox, Adam Bayer, and comedian Neil Hamburger. As an 
extra added attraction, Barbara (of Plotz) revealed what happened at the 
famed alt.youth.media symposium. Loves trading/reviews zines music/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$3. Mike Appelstein, P.O. Box 7088, New York, 
NY 10116-7088—Email: ciflux@aol.com—URL: http://members.aol.com/ 
ciflux/index . html (46 pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/RSF) 

♦ Cercueil~ + 

#2, August ’97. This is a unique take on the gothic scene that concentrates on 
fashion designers who cater to the black velvet/Elizabethan crowd. Several 
original designers are profiled including Atrocities that hopes to market its 
own line of costumes from vintage horror movies, and Strangeblades who got 
their start with the Society for Creative Anachronism and now sell high 
fashion chainmail. The article on corsets was a great introduction for those 
delving into this antiquated habit, tracing its history and the competition 
between women to have the tiniest waistline. Selective trades/reviews zines. 
Price:$3 cash. Lucien Desar, P.O. Box 374, Salem, MA 01970—Email: 
desar@america.com—URL: http://www.america.com/~desar (42 pages/ 
xerox/digest/rough/CWB) __ 

♦ Cheapskate! + 

How to get more with less 

#1, August ’97. Here’s a handy source of financial tips no matter how poor 
you are. Whether it’s as good as trying to make it through the week, or as bad 
as being so far in debt you can’t see straight, J. can help you stretch your 
money a little further. For starters: Get yourself a cookbook and actually use 
it. Once you get past the initial hump of buying a few spices and learning the 
basics, your food will taste so much better and be way cheaper. For those 
facing the juggernaut of credit card debt, start applying for those cheap APR 
cards that come in junk mail. Also lots of ideas on cheap nightclubbing, getting 
out stains, and staving off the souring of milk. Be sure to check out the other 
publications from Stroboscope like Cheap San Francisco and Cat Mysteries 
Revealed! Loves trading/prints letters. Price:$2. Stroboscope Productions, 
P.O. Box 460125, San Francisco, CA 94146—Email: scope@jps.net—URL: 
http://www.jps.net/scope (20 pages/xerox/brochure/DTPed/CWB) 

Cheesemaker’s Journal 

#35, Summer ’97. A wonderful publication that combines the character of a 
down-home country newsletter with the vital information of an industry trade 
journal. Some great writing in here for anyone who feels passionate about 
cheese. As a vegetarian, I really appreciated the overview of rennet, where 
it comes from (the stomach of slaughtered newly bom calves), the role it plays 
in cheese manufacturing, and the many options for “vegetarian cheese. ” You 
can probably find a copy of this article on the Internet—check at the U.K. 
Vegetarian Society. Meat-eating cheese monger can skip that one and go 
straight for the informative look at monastery cheeses. The history of 
monastery cheeses dates back to the 7th century, but in 1989 a law was passed 
giving official status to 11 monasteries that produce cheese in France. And 
that’s just the beginning. The main feature here is a ten-page article covering 
just about every aspect of cheese manufacturing, focusing specifically (but not 
exclusively) on French cheese. This incredible piece covers the origin of 
cheese, the types of milks employed, the fat content, and the many different 
families of cheese (always a controversial topic). This issue is a complete 
course in cheese and comes highly recommended. No trades/reviews books 
URLs/prints letters. Price:$7.25. Subs:$25 for 4 issues. Robert L. Carroll, 
Cheesemaker’s Journal, 324 Wells St., Greenfield, MA 01301-1628—Email: 
cheese@javanet.com—URL: http://www.cheesewizard.com/ (20 pages/xe- 
rox/standard/pol ished/RSF) 


Discover The Best 
Writing 
From The 
World Of 
Zines 



R. SethFriedman, publisher and 
editor oiFactsheetFive, has put 
together his first book. Five 
years in the making, he poured 
through thousands of zines, to 
collect seventy of the best 
stories, essays, and rants that 
have ever appeared in zines. 

This book presents a complete 
overview of zines, with selections 
borrowed from Cometbus, Bust, 
Crank, MurdercanbeFun.BeerFrame, 
Duplex Planet, Hip Mama, 8-Track 
Mind, 2600, and many more. 

There’salsocomics,covers,contactinfo 
and a complete history of zines. 

At bookstores everywhere or order directly 
from Factsheet Five. Copies ordered from Fad- 
sheet Five will be signed by R. Seth Friedman. 

Send $14.00 & $3 postage to: 

Factsheet Five 

P.O. Box 170099 

San Francisco, CA 94117 

Three Rivers Press, a division of Crown Publishing Group 
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+ Chinmusic! + 

Baseball and Big Rock Action! 

#1. This is a baseball/music zine that truly anyone would enjoy . Those aren’t 
light words either as I hate all sports, just hate ‘em. But Kevin managed to 
charm even a zine intellectual like me with his sense of humor, glowing 
memories of boyhood idols, and yes, an actual interview with a player of 
professional team sports. In a beautiful reversal of genres, Kevin talks to 
Trevor Hoffman of the Padres about music and favorite bands, while chatting 
up Tim Yohannon of MRR about his rabid anti-Yankee stance and his 
patented technique for breaking in new gloves. There’s even a fond tribute to 
the no helmet Bat-a-way baseball cages written by Darby of Ben is Dead. 
“You learned how to duck or you were brain damaged, it’s just the American 
way.” Lengthy fan tribute to the Cincinnati Reds, Neil Hagerty’s take on the 
great sport, and what (not) to eat when visiting the Seattle Kingdome. Dare 
I say it? It’s a whole nine innings of fun. Price:$4. 

Subs:$15 for 4 issues. Kevin Channel, P.O. Box 
423657, San Francisco, CA 94142 (56 pages/ 
offset/standa rd/polished/CWB) 

+ Christian Homesteader+ 

Vol. 4, #2, April ’97. This makes a great newslet¬ 
ter for anyone who wants to go back to the land or 
become more self sufficient with food and other 
necessities. My favorite piece was about “untam¬ 
ing” your garden and letting nature have a stron¬ 
ger voice in what’s grown. There are also tips on 
cooking, raising llamas, and debt management. 

The “Christian” in the title is mostly downplayed 
in favor of tips on simpler living. All new sub¬ 
scribers get a free copy of Homestead’s cookbook 
on rabbit jerky Rabbit Tonight. Price: $3. Subs:$15. 

Homestead Books, P.O. Box 964, Poteau, OK 
74953 (12 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

♦ CHUNK 666 + 

Preparing for the Carmageddon 

#1, April ’97. These folks are cycling’s answer to 
Survival Research Laboratories. They weld to¬ 
gether their own bike frames making some really 
outrageous designs. Two hundred photos are packed 
in here displaying a whole fleet of CHUNK 
creations. There are lots of high bikes, cargo 
trikes, recumbents, and other experimental mod¬ 
els, but it’s the chopper that has really captured the 
minds of these cycle revolutionaries. By cobbling 
together the parts of several bikes, they’ve created 
front forks 15 feet long. You just can’t believe the 
nutty designs here. We’re also treated to stories 
and photos of CHUNK rebel rides, navigating the 
Lake of Fire, and a “pictorial” of the cyclist 
Rainbo who’s wearing nothing but his helmet. The 

sheer uniqueness of this will blow you away. Selective trades/age statement. 
Price:$3.50. P.O. Box 20654, Seattle, WA 98102 (78 pages/xerox/half- 
legal/rough/ CWB) _ 

♦ Cinecism + 

A Quarterly Film Report by Max J. Alvarez 

It 2, Spring ’97. Like Celluloid All and MondoCine, Cinecism goes beyond 
the Hollywood hype and B-movie trashola to present an analysis of film that 
uncovers the dark politics underling it all. Two great issues here which get to 
the heart of the film industry in a way that’s totally unique. The premier issue 
has an extensive examination of Star Wars. Max starts by examining the film 
itself, stating that 20 years ago he found the film “badly acted, imperfectly 
photographed, extremely loud, [and] edited for a toddler’s attention span.” 
Max really takes Lucas to task when he examines the technical “advances” 
that Lucas has foisted on the film industry. Among these are the “video assist” 
and electronic editors that have turned films into music videos. The second 
issue is more varied, starting off with an essay that explodes the myth of 
independent films. While 1996 was touted as the year of the independent film, 
Max explains how Fargo and The English Patient both got huge sums of 
money from the major studios. I particularly enjoyed his examination of 
movie theaters, detailing how quality movie theaters are closing down or 
simply falling apart. If you love films, but hate the studios that produce them, 
you’ll love this newsletter. No trades/free to prisoners/prints letters. 
Price:$3.50. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. Max J. Alvarez, Cinecism, P.O. Box 
40254, Was hington, DC 20016-0254 (8 pages/xerox/standard/D TPed/RSF) 

+ Common Sense at Home-4- 

Vol. 2, #4, Spring 1997. This newsletter, put out by the Miller family, is 
exactly what it says—down to earth tips on home life, such as parenting 
strategies, hosting garage sales, cooking, and shopping. It’s more interesting 
and personal than most “live cheap” guides you see. This issue has DIY 
games, gifts and even baby wipes; raising teenagers; making homemade 
muffins, pancakes, and bread; the risks of Nutrasweet, and a thriving letters 
section. Selective trades/reviews zines books comics videos music URLs. 
Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4 issues. Common Sense at Home, P.O. Box 784, 
Warsaw, MO 65355 (12 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/MS) 


Convivium 

A Decidedly Unstuff y Food and Cooking Letter 

Vol. 5, #2, August ’97. It’s summer time, but instead of lengthy tales of 
tomatoes and com, Catherine took a different route and wrote about the joys 
of summer reading. As a teacher she does most of her reading during the 
summer, her favorite book being Gone with the Wind , which she re-read about 
twelve times. It’s a nice essay, but my favorite piece here is a letter from a 
friend in Japan who wrote about Japanese food-oriented shows. The most 
popular TV show in San Francisco right now (among us hip underground 
types, that is) has got to be the Japanese Import Iron Chef. It’s a fascinating 
show that’s like an American Gladiators in the kitchen. Yes, it’s a competitive 
cooking show. I guess it’s just a local phenomenon, since the piece here is the 
first time I’ve ever read about the show in a zine. Other shows mentioned 
include a drama about a traveling Rambo-type chef who saves the day by 
cooking or teaching someone how to cook some¬ 
thing elaborate. Also in this issue is a bunch of 
salad ideas, a blueberry pie recipe, and a review 
of The Inn at Little Washington Cookbook. Selec¬ 
tive trades/reviews zines books. Price:$4. 
Subs:$23 for 6 issues. Catherine S. Vodrey, 
Convivium, P.O. Box 835, East Liverpool, OH 
43920-5835 (8 pages/offset/standard/polished/ 
RSF) _ 

Cooking on the Edge 

May/June ’97. Getting a cooking zine in the mail 
is like getting a recipe-packed letter from a good 
friend. That’s because cooking zines are often 
very personal, filled with details about how the 
publisher runs their kitchen and what kind of 
foods they love and hate. Jill Cornfield’s long- 
running Cooking on the Edge is no exception. In 
this issue, we find out that Jill has never met a cake 
roll she didn’t like (along with a great sounding 
recipe for chocolate rolls with coffee cream); that 
Jill and her husband ate steak salad after finishing 
their taxes (along with, of course a recipe for 
same); and that generally she believes that the 
recipes in the Sunday Times are too complicated 
for mere mortals (along with one that isn’t). Also 
available, March/April, with stews, tea chocolate 
cake, and more. No trades/reviews zines/submis- 
sions wanted. Price: $3. Subs:$18 for 6 issues. Jill 
Cornfield, 25 East 86 St. Apt. 6-G, New York, 
NY 10028 (16 pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/ 
MLW) _ 

+ Cooking Rock-4- 

#2, April ’97. Marty takes care of zines and small- 
press over at Powell’s bookstore in Portland. Like 
some other unnamed zine industry business geek, 
Marty decided to explore his own publishing urges in a zine about food. Marty 
explains in the opening rant that after slaving all day at some horrible 
minimum-wage job, few people have time, energy, or money to cook up fancy 
gourmet meals. To address that situation, he started up Cooking Rock to 
present simple advice on real cooking techniques that won’t blow your budget 
or knock you out from exhaustion. The emphasis seems to be on vegetarian 
basics—rice, beans, etc...There are lots of contributors so we get a wide 
variety of different styles. We get instructions on making black bean soup, 
curried kidney beans, red bean chili, and black bean dhal. His discussions on 
rice are even more detailed, explaining the essential basics necessary for 
preparing perfect rice in its many varieties. There’s more than just recipes 
here—Marty presented a six-page overview of some of the coolest 
cooking tools and a surprisingly informative piece on cleaning up the 
kitchen. Price:$3. Marty Kruse, 2486 NW Kearney, Portland, OR 
97210—Email: martyk@powells.com (44 pages/offset/half-legal/DTPed/ 
RSF) _ 

Country Connections 

Progressive Politics - Ecological Protection - Social Activism 
June ’97. The ever-changing Country Connections is back in another new 
form, this time with dedicated coverage of ecological issues, as well as a shift 
to tabloid size. I couldn’t be more thrilled with the special pullout section on 
animal rights and veganism. Here, nine writers explore these interconnected 
issues, talking of how they gave up meat, why factory farming is a dead end, 
and how the animal rights movement fares today. One of the most arresting 
pieces is Merritt Clifton’s story of being a volunteer firefighter who was 
helpless to rescue thousands of pigs at a blaze on a factory farm. Elsewhere, 
Catherine explains her move back to Los Angeles. Ironically, she found that 
living in the country involved more driving and less organic produce than her 
life in the city. Resourceful and supportive as always. No trades/reviews 
books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4???. Subs:$22 for 6 issues. 
Earth Alert, 14431 Ventura Blvd. #407, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423—Email: 
countryink@igc.apc.org—URL: http://www.igc.apc.org/cocomag/ (16 pages/ 
offset/tabloid/polished/CWB) 


-4-Beer Zine-4- 

OK, I admit it. Publishing only twice a year wasn’t 
such a good idea. But hey I needed at least some 
time off, otherwise I would have gone nuts. One of 
the biggest drags about taking a break between 
issues, is the long wait ‘till I get to read all the cool 
zines that come in. Ever since this one came in I’ve 
been eager to read it, but it took about three months 
to get to it. This is Carrie (The Assassin and the 
Whiner) McNinch’s tribute to beer. It’s an abso¬ 
lutely fabulous anthology where she asks all her 
friends to contribute comix and stories about their 
experiences with beer. Many people share her 
passion for that malted beverage, while other told 
regretful tales of overindulgence and regurgita¬ 
tion. Carrie seemed to have created the majority of 
the stuff here (which is just fine cuz I love her work 
so much). She told a tale of getting really drunk on 
New Years Eve and peeing all over the bathroom 
floor, she wrote up a story of drinking too many 
martinis, and illustrated a bunch of lively beer 
reviews. The guest contributions are just as fun. 
Ros (of Garbles) told us of the time she got so 
drunk she peed in her chair; John E. Sandbag 
describes the occasional medicinal qualities of 
beer; Allen (Alarm Clock) Salyer confessed to 
drinking a gross lemon-flavored beer; and Tim 
(Obliviositer) Brown explained why he never gets 
drunk. If you love beer and comics, you’ve got to 
get this one. Loves trading/reviews zines comics/ 
prints letters. Price:$l. Carrie McNinch, P.O. 
Box 481051, Los Angeles, CA 90048 (48 pages/ 
xerox/digest/rough/RSF) 















♦ The CPSR Newsletter ♦ 

Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility 

Vol. 14, #3, Fall ’96. If I was still running computer systems for multinational 
banks I would most certainly be a member of Computer Professionals for 
Social Responsibility. For more than 15 years this group has been uniting the 
few remaining computer professionals with a social conscious. Their news¬ 
letter reports on the latest trends in computer privacy, intellectual property, 
social action, and weapons issues. In this one they took a look back on October 
11,1986. This day could have gone down in history as the end to the madness 
of nuclear expansion, except that Ronald Reagan refused to budge on his Star 
Wars project. Instead we got ten more years of pointless defense spending and 
a national debt that will never be paid off. While newsworthy for all, this is 
most useful for computer professionals. Price:$5. Subs:$50. CPSR, P.O. 
Box 717, Palo Alto, CA 94302-0717—Email: cpsr@cpsr.org—URL: http:/ 
/www.cpsr. org/dox/home.html (22 pages/offset/standard/polis hed/RSF) 

-♦•Cry “Havoc!” + 

International Journal of Reviews, Commentary, and Insights 

#18, June ’97. This is a collaborative zine of military and political history. 
Since many of the authors have traveled extensively throughout the world, 
they often bring a fresh new perspectiv to the topics at hand. Jim Bloom’s 
feature on alternative history traces the development of this form from the turn 
of the century battlefield to modern day nuclear exchanges. He examines 
several books and discusses their relation to real-world events. We also revisit 
the Peloponnesian War and the plague of Athens, and tour the restored 
Canadian forts of the Niagara frontier. Historical wargamers and history buffs 
will be right at home here. Selective trades/submissions wanted. Price:$6.25. 
Subs:$25. David Tschanz, 7862 W. Irlo BronsonHwy #188, Kissimmee, FL 
34747—Email: dave.tschanz@kensden.usbbs.com (26 pages/xerox/standard/ 
rough/CWB)_ 

Cubist Ants Shall Inherit the Earth 

#5, Spring ’97. Last issue was a critique of Russian lit, this issue is an 
exhaustive guide to Saved by the Bell. Go figure. Herman and Gatamy provide 
bios for the show’s main actors as well as a complete episode guide up to 
College Years. Along the way, they raise the heated topics of the beach season 
and what a flimsy replacement Tori Scott proved to be for two of the show’s 
co-stars. There are also personal reflections on the show, the SbtB drinking 
game, and lots of clippings and cross references. If you are a fan, this will be 
indispensable. Cubist Ants is no longer being published, but you can still get 
this and other back issues. Loves trading/reviews zines books comics/free to 
prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$5 for 6 issues. 
Herman Melville, P.O. Box 890535, Oklahoma City, OK 73189-0535 (50 
pages/xerox /standard/rough/CWB) _ 

The Curmudgeon’s Home Companion 

Dan Goldberg's Monthly Guide to Reality and Good Food 

Vol. 5, #8, August ’97. Living in a co-op apartment-type sublet, I dream of 
the day when I can finally live in a house, when I can finally have a_yard of 
my own, and to raise my own organic fruits and vegetables. Even though I 
was born in tfew York City, I’m not too shabby when it comes to seeds, dirt, 
and other aspects of gardening. I know deep down inside that with just a few 
square yards I could raise enough food to keep this vegetarian well fed for the 
whole year. Of course this is just a fantasy, and this fantasy was recently 
crushed as I read Dan’s true life adventure of trying to do just that, maintain 
a vegetable garden is his Napa Valley back yard. It seems easy—with plenty 
of sunlight, rich soil, and water, all that would be required would be to drop 
a few seeds in the ground and come back in three months. But the reality of 
the situation is much more difficult. The brutal summer heat made it difficult 
to pull out the weeds; his wonderful organic compost got washed away in the 
Winter rains; and the few plants that produced food, were quickly gobbled up 
by neighboring gophers. Of course I exaggerate, but you’re sure to enjoy this 
and every issue of Dan’s personal food newsletter. Price:$3. Subs:$18 for 12 
issues. The Curmudgeon’s Home Companion, P.O. Box 3312, Yountville, 
CA 94599—Email: MeanQzine@aol.com—URL: http://www.curmudgeon, 
com (4 page s/offset/standard/DTPed/RSF) _ 

Down The Hatch 

Vol. 6, #5, August ’97. Down the Hatch is a friendly restaurant review 
newsletter published by Robert Sietsema, restaurant critic for the Village 
Voice and all-around nice guy. It’s summer in New York and Robert tracked 
down the best milk shake in town. No surprise to find that it’s in a nameless 
newsstand on Avenue A across from Tompkins Square Park. Another 
summer delight is gazpacho, and Robert found a few in the hood that stand 
out. When you’re finished with all that and are looking for a hearty dinner, 
Robert found a handful of excellent Mexican restaurants hidden away in East 
Harlem and Brooklyn. Price:$l???. Robert Sietsema, The Mofungo Founda¬ 
tion, 92 Perry St. #9, New York, NY 10014-URL: http:// 
www.chowhound.com (4 pages/offset/standard/rough/6 times a year/RSF) 

Dreaded Broccoli 

Enjoying the Food You Know You Should Eat 

Vol. 5, #2, Spring ’97. This nicely designed, very readable food newsletter 
if filled with recipes that put the emphasis on healthy eating—lots of fruits and 
vegetables cooked in ways to increase their yumminess factor. In this issue, 
Dreaded Broccoli bestows honors on “The Kitchen Gadget Hall of Fame.” 
Yes, finally such wondered-how-we-lived-without-’em kitchen tools like 
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lemon reamers, garlic peelers, jar wrenches, and steamer inserts finally get 
their due. And for those who have been taken in too often by a handy-looking, 
but ultimately useless gadget, they offer the “House of Shame, for things like 
electronic crumb-picker-uppers and lettuce knives (n.b., the Factsheet Five 
house loves and needs its house-of-shame-featured wine drip collar—our 
white countertops are already stained with so much red wine we’re in danger 
of losing our security deposit). This season’s produce feature is on peas both 
fresh and dried. There’s also an in-depth discussion of herbs and descriptions 
and notes on eight of everyone’s favorite herbs. Subs:$14 for 4 issues. 
Barbara and Tamar Haspel, Dreaded Broccoli, 121 W. 92nd St., New York, 
NY 10025 ( 12 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/MLW) _ 

Dream Whip 

#9. These tiny one-page vignettes are less focused on travel and instead feel 
more like travel thoughts—things that occur to someone while miles away 
from home. Several of these were excellent standouts. In one, Bill describes 
how he forgot his father’s birthday. When he called him up to explain and 
answer his questions as briefly as possible, it made him realize how much he 
hates the obligations of being someone’s son. In another, entitled “3 Grilled 
Cheese Sandwiches,” Bill describes three separate encounters with this diner 
staple and how each experience left him with a markedly different impression. 
Price:$l. Bill Brown, P.O. Box 53832, Lubbock, TX 79453 (52 pages/xerox/ 
mini/raw/CWB)_ 

4- Dreamlet 4 

#1, April ’97. This is a unique mail art project that has been in the works for 
two years. Lee requested journal entries from April 6th, 1995 and here 
includes twelve of the submissions she received. Printed side by side they 
make a fascinating look into people’s lives and the sometimes strange parallels 
between them. Allison in Bellevue describes how her new job sucks away all 
of her time, saying “Now I use every spare minute & begrudge my body for 
requiring sleep.” Karen from Oakland tells how she woke up at 6 a.m. and 
made the decision to call in for a substitute teacher because she couldn’t face 
her students another day. Frank writes “I’m just glad the day is over and we 
survived without any major disasters! Then Debbie says “I feel bored, like the 
zest of my life has faded, the plateau broadening, yet not reaching any higher 
plane.” Lots of crushed spirits and folks burdened by soul-killing jobs. After 
this Lee presents some of her own engrossing stories. One is about trying to 
manipulate a boyfriend into not breaking up by using tears, guilt, threats of 
suicide, and anger to no avail. Sharp, honest writing. Selective trades/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$l. Subs:$4 for 4 issues. Lee Corbett, 5337 
College Ave. #412, Oakland, CA 94618—Email: dreamlet@best.com (33 
pages/xerox /digest/rough/CWB) _ 

Drive Thru 

#2, March ’97. Robert has started what could potentially be a huge grassroots 
movement: the Fast Food Employee’s Support Network. He uses Drive Thru 
as a means of rallying support for better conditions and urges everyone to 
boycott all franchise fast food. He takes an honest look at labor organizing and 
says frankly “A union does not always empower its members. ” So instead of 
trying to build membership that way, Robert encourages personal activism 
and responsibility. In the news, we hear about a rare successful union drive 
at a McDonald’s outside Montreal. With the chain’s victory in the McLibel 
case, maybe direct worker pressure will prove to be more crippling. Loves 
trading/reviews zines books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$l. 
Subs:$6for6issues. Roberts. Robbins, 1997MisnerRd., Williamsport, PA 
17701 (6 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

Drop Out 

#4. Drop Out encourages students to really ask themselves why they are in 
school. Is it to get on track to a high paying job? Fear of being looked down 
upon? Or just social inertia? In a series of vital personal stories, folks write 
about their education and its place in their lives. I loved the story by Nicholas 
about the Free Skool collective. It went through some growing pains but now 
seems to have reached its first success. Two contributions from teachers who 



lend support to Pam, and the employer who hires only dropouts gives this zine 
a great edge. Get this issue now, as Pamela is not sure when she’ll have time 
for the next one. Loves trading/reviews zines/free to prisoners/prints letters. 
Price:$1. Subs:$5 for 6 issues. Pamela Davis, 111421st St., Sacramento, CA 
95814-6803—Email: dropout@emrl.com (16 pages/loose newsprint/tabloid/ 
rough/CWB)_ 

4Eero4 

#1, August ’97. If you’re obsessed with interior design of the ’70s then this 
is the zine for you. Jordana’s obsession runs specifically to the furniture 
designers Eero Saarinen and Eero Aamio (hence the zine name) but includes 
plenty of other nostalgic, compelling reading. She kicks off this premier issue 
with a great overview of “supergraphics,” a style of interior design that used 
words, numbers, arrows, symbols, and big swashes of color. More obscure 
is the subject of furniture design, but thankfully Jordana presented an 
introductory discussion to this subject, describing the major designers and 
styles. Most memorable of all the designs from Aamio is his classic “ball 
chair.” Jordana discussed that chair and its appearances in The Prisoner and 
Dazed and Confused. What zine could be complete without reviews and we 
get appropriate discussions of movies like 2001 and Logan's Run and bands 
like Broadcast and The American Analog Set. Selective trades/reviews zines 
books videos music URLs/submissions wanted. Price:$l + 2 stamps. 
Jordana Robinson, 1304 E. Cliveden St., Philadelphia, PA 19119—Email: 
jbrl09@psu.edu—URL: http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/2157 (26 pages/ 
xerox/half-l egal/DTPed/RSF) _ 

Electrifying Times 

Latest Electric Car News 

Vol. 5, #1, Summer ’97. Almost a century after their introduction, electric 
cars are still around, and still vying for their share of the market. ET reports 
on all the new models and technological breakthroughs fighting for consumer 
and manufacturer acceptance. This issue reports on lots of new models from 
all over the world, as well as covering the World Solar Challenge held every 
year in Adelaide, the history of electric vehicles, worldwide smog reports, 
even notes about electric skateboard and bicycles. Price:$4???. Subs:$12 for 
3 issues. Bruce Meland, Solarland, 63600 Deschutes Market Rd., Bend, OR 
97701—Email: etimes@teleport.com—URL: http://www.teleport.com/ 
'etimes (56 pages/bound newsprint/standard/polished/CWB) 

4 Encycleopedia 4 

International Buyers' Guide to Alternatives in Cycling 

1996. This is an oversized compendium of experimental cycling designs. It’s 
not a catalog per se, but a promotional package designed to highlight some of 
the amazing recumbents, folding cycles, and trikes coming out of Europe. 
Flipping through this is pretty dangerous if you are an avid cycler. One bike 
that caught my eye was the old-style high bicycle (giant wheel to steer in front, 
little tiny balance wheel in back) made in the Czech Republic. Then there’s 
the wheelchair attachment bike, velomobiles with a protective shell, cargo 
bikes, four wheelers, in fact every design imaginable. Comes with a free 30- 
minute videotape demonstrating many of the folding models and recumbents 
inaction. Price:$18. Open Road USA, P.O. Box 291010, Los Angeles, CA 90029- 
Email: bcq@primenet.com (121 pages/offset/standard/professional/CWB) 

4 Encyclopedia of Truth & Humor 4 

#1. A gigantic compendium of newspaper reprints, absurd Christian propa¬ 
ganda, and religious debunking, all peppered with a heavy layer of satire. I 
wasn’t expecting much from “An Interview with the Homosexual Gynecol¬ 
ogist” but it was a hoot. The interviewer compares the labia major with “a 
piece of chewing gum stuck underneath a table that’s dried up for a couple of 
days, ” insists on an explanation for why some women get “sopping wet, ” and 
wonders whether laymen are qualified to make up names for genital odors or 
if that is reserved only for specialists. If you’ve ever read any of Reverend 
Mackin’s writing (Book of Letters), you’ll have an idea what this is like. Lots 
and lots of religious tracts reprinted in their original and with comments in the 
margin. My favorites included the Biblical advice to “possess your vessel in 
sanctification and honor” and that you are more than just “a mass of breathing 
clay. ” (Keep that in mind at your next temp assignment.) Despite some of the 
more obvious humor here, Encyclopedia contains a modicum of serious 
research, especially with its look at the sects of the Bible and the writing in 
Gospels and Proverbs. Highly entertaining and irreverent. No trades/age 
statement/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Paul Miodus, 3216 West Esplanade 
#234, Metairie, LA 70002 (84 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

The Entheogen Law Reporter 

#15, Summer ’97. As in previous issues, this issue of The Entheogen Law 
Reporter covers the latest developments in the Jim Hogshire/opium poppy 
case. Jim Hogshire himself presented the latest updates on all that’s been 
happening. He explained the history of his battle—how he was forcibly evicted 
from his apartment, how the prosecutor badgered his wife to sign a statement 
against him, and how throughout this whole affair no one had any understand¬ 
ing of the different types of poppies except for Jim. It’s amazing how sloppy 
the state was in trying to identify the poppies seized from Jim’s apartment and 
how flimsy their case was. In the end the state backed down and they dropped 
all charges in exchange for a misdemeanor guilty plea on possession of a flare. 
Not all news is good as the Supreme Court struck down the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act, which had previously allowed peoples like American Indians 
to legally use illicit substances in the practice of their religion. So much for 



















freedom of religion and separation of church and state. No trades/reviews 
books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$25 for 4 issues. 
Richard Glen Boire, P.O. Box 73481, Davis, CA 95617-3481—Email: 
telr@cwnet. com (12 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

♦ Enviro-Gook Biker ♦ 

#7, Summer ’97. Jon formerly published Recycle Zine, but has revamped his 
focus and dropped most of the “re-” from his contents. What’s left is his 
personal environmental ethic based on riding and simple living. In one of his 
milder rants, he prints a weird picture of Ellen Degeneres on her bike and 
scolds her for not wearing a helmet and for talking on a cell phone at the same 
time. There’s also a big collection of bicycle ASCII art (including some really 
cool animations), tips on avoiding muscle and tendon strain, and dumpstered 
dining. Loves trading/reviews zines URLs/submissions wanted. Price:3 
stamps. JonMelusky, 6516 19th Ave. NE, Seattle, WA 98115-6940—Email: 
opus123456789@juno. com—URL: http: //w ww. geocities. com/SoHo/7889 (16 
pages/xerox /standard/rough/CWB) __ 

♦ Exotica & Boxing Magazine + 

And yet another zine that combines music and sports. Yes, it covers exactly 
what the title says, retro exotica music and the history of boxing. It’s their 
historical perspective that makes this one so interesting—like the great two- 
page article on Sugar Ray. On the music side of things they told us about New 
Orleans’ Professor Longhair, the forgotten sounds of trucking music, and 
offered tips for starting your own tiki bar. Lots of reviews of the latest retro 
sounds and a fun two-page gallery of album cover art. No trades/reviews 
music/prints letters. Subs:$4 for 4 issues. Marco Panella, Auger Hole Rd., 
Sought Newfane, VT 05351—Email: godzilla@sover.net—URL: http:// 
www.sover.net/~godzilla/ (xerox/half-legal/DTPed/RSF) 

Experimental Musical Instruments 

For the Design Construction & Enjoyment of Unusual 
SoundMakers 

Vol. 13, #1, September ’97. A fascinating and in-depth journal of unusual and 
new musical instruments. They not only describe archaic and folk obscurities, 
but offer detailed instructions on making your own. A fascinating historical 
look at machines that mimic human speech, how to make a tin can balloon 
drum, Chinese kite flutes, working with slate, and modifying sirens as musical 
instruments. A really intriguing magazine about the possibilities of sound. 
Beautifully illustrated, as always. No trades/reviews books music/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$6. Subs:$24 for 4 issues. Bart Hopkin, 
Experimental Musical Instruments, P.O. Box 784, Nicasio, CA 94946- 
Email: ExpMusInst@aoi.com—URL: http://www.windworld.com/emi (48 
pages/polish ed/MS) _ 

Eye 

#10. Wow, these guys have got it together. They 
take on many of the obscure but fascinating stories 
from our culture and wrap them up with an eye for 
fun. The lead on “Hollywood’s Strangest Year” 
uncovered the events of 1947 that sent the movie 
capital reeling. Then there’s an expose of the work- 
at-home scams, an interview with artist Michael D. 

Adams, and what the Federal Reserve Board really 
does. Eye dwells longingly on cannibalism, look¬ 
ing at the legend of cannibalistic societies and the 
allure of Italian flesh-eating on film. Price:$3.95. 

Subs:$9.95 for 4 issues. Lisa Crosby, 301 S. Elm 
St. Suite 405, Greensboro, NC 27401-2636- 
Email: eye@nr.infi.net—URL: http://www.nr. 
infi.net/~eye/ (49 pages/bound newsprint/tabloid/ 
polished/CWB)__ 

F.U.N. News 

Family Unschoo/ers Network 

#6. A helpful resource for parents who are in¬ 
volved in homeschooling. They’re interested in 
making the whole family part of the learning 
experience and emphasizing cooperation over com¬ 
petition. (i.e., they’re not hardcore right-wing 
Christians, like the stereotype of home-schoolers.) 

This issue has a ton of great information on 
teaching math, beating math fear, and a business¬ 
man’s perspective on how much math you need in 
life anyway. Plus storytelling tips from a master, 
computer software reviews, and tips on working 
with a neurologically disabled child. Their catalog 
of teaching aids for parents and kids is also 
available and is packed with fun books and learning 
tools. Very impressive. No trades/prints letters. 

Price:$l. Subs:$8 for 4 issues. Nancy E. Greer, 

F.U.N., 1688 Belhaven Woods Court, Pasadena, 

MD21122-3727 (16pages/offset/standard/DTPed/ 

MS) _ 

Farm Pulp 

#31, June ’97. To my knowledge, this is the first 
Farm Pulp that is one issue-long saga. It revels in 


the life of office products and the hapless people that come to depend on 
them—people like Larry Earwicker. Poor Larry. He is just finishing a special 
collating job when the office, nay the whole world, seems to be void of staples. 
As his frantic search continues, he realizes something is really out of whack 
in the cosmos. It’s not just staples that are missing, but paper clips and metal 
fasteners of all sorts. Throughout his office search he meets the sultry Livia 
who is happy to tease him with a glimpse of her office produce. But 
Earwicker’s quest takes precedence over all other desires. The “Swingline 
Singles Chat Page” is a hilarious look at stapler lust in the singles column. 
“Rubenesque, submissive Stanley-Bostitch into heavyduty ‘flat-clinch’ action 
with 50 sheet legal pads—latex gummed binding a must!” All the creeping 
weirdness of Rod Serling with the fruity charm of a Glen Baxter cartoon. 
Selective trades/reviews zines music/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$10 
for 4 issues. Gregory Hischak, P.O. Box 2151, Seattle, WA 98111-2151— 
Email: greg _hischak@herringn.com (28 pages/xerox/DTPed/C WB) 

♦ The Farmhouse Zine + 

A homegrown zine of farm punk ranting 

#1, 1996. It’s a shame this thing is so sloppy. I love handwritten zines, but 
when you spend as much time stumbling over the text as you do here, the 
message gets lost. Geoff and Christopher write about a simpler life of vegan 
self-sufficiency and home craft. They support organic farming, community 
gardens, and grass-roots economics without ever injecting heavy politics into 
the discussion. They consider what life would be like under their visionary 
community of the future and someday hope to implement their plans. Lots of 
Crumb drawings and recipes for little-known foods like nettle beer and 
toothpaste cupcakes. Geoff Jolmson, 909 Fresno PI., Coquitlam, BC V3S 
6G5, Canad a (58 pag^/yeFox7dlgest/raw/CWB) _ . 

/ Fast Food Janitor 

#8, April ’97. Ev ery issue of Gary’s zine th rows. out of whack. It’s like 
reading Temp Slave, onTy~alTthe stories are about one bad job at Hardee’s 
that gets more diabolical and silly every time you hear about it. Gary starts 
out with the story of a co-worker who had to go in for an operation. “Peter 
was hospitalized with a weird blood clot thing or inflamed flesh or something. 
Its name was Cellulitus. ” Hardee’s reluctantly agreed to pay for the operation, 
but days later revoked all health benefits for their crew in a posting. It said 
that the company “strives to offer a health insurance program that is 
competitive, affordable, and practical” then goes on to say “all crew and 
supervisors will no longer be able to participate in the health insurance 
program. ” How’s that for Orwellian? When Gary started having trouble with 
his attitude alignment, he began openly tape recording all his meetings with 
the management. The transcripts here are great and I hope to see more people 
pick up on this. Selective trades. Price:$3. Subs:$10for4 issues. Gary W. Peterson, 
P.O. Box 136, Hammond, WI 54002 (38 pages/xerox/digest/raw/CWB) 
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Give 6 issues of engaging, 
informative EYE packed 
with retro TV, B-movies, 
underground newz, and 
investigative articles on 
everything from medical 
atrocities to fringe culture to 
club drugs, and we'll throw 
in a FREE gift for you ! 
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§•2 subs ($ 28 ) can: $40 — Get baby plastic spiders! i 

T • 3 subs ($ 39 ) can: $52 — Get a Mr. Potato Head™, Cracker Jack®, or Silly Putty® key 
I chain, or a 22-piece Lego System™, or Slinky Jr.® 

I • 4 subs ($ 50 ) can: $62— Get Uncle Milton's Fascinating Ant Farm®, The Amazing 
a Live Sea-Monkeys® Ocean of Light™, or a Pre-Historic SeaMonsters™ kit! j 

• •Credit card orders only: Call 1-800-READ-EVE. Or e-mail or fax your card number and exp. date. 

•Cash, check, or money orders (NC residents add 6% tax): Send to EVE, 301 S. Elm St. Suite 405F, Greensboro, NC 27401^ 

I * V: (910) 370-1702 • F: (910) 370-1603 • E-mail: eye@nr.infi.net • Web site: http://www.nr.infi.net/-eye 

Offer expires at the stroke of 12 (EST) on Dec. 24.1997!! Subs may be any combo of new, gift, or renewals. Subs begin with first issue of ’98: 
Renewals are added on to current subs. Gift announcements will be mailed directly to each subscriber in Dec. Allow 3 weeks for toy delivery. 
Toys subject to availability: Equivalent toys may be substituted without notice. Offer good in North America only. Funds in U.S. currency only. 
The Sea-Monkey is a registered trademark of tne Transcience Corp. _ _ _ _ 
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Fat'So? 

For people who don't apologize for their size 

#6. San Francisco is truly a fat-lover’s paradise—two great zines about being 
perfectly lovely and large are produced here, Fat Girl, and FatlSo? The latter 
concentrates on changing our society’s image of the fat person and empow¬ 
ering ourselves. This is the “celebrity impersonator” issue, with editor 
Marilyn Wann taking on different personas to talk about fat. F’rinstance, 
“Bertha Stewart: Fat Living” suggests ways to make your parties a success 
and your life more beautiful (hint: add fat). She also tells us, a la Jeff 
Foxworthy, “You might be a fatso if... You have a tattoo that says ‘born to 
bulge.’” There’s also my favorite section, “Big Fat Truths,” where people 
share stories of fat life, and though they are sometimes heart wrenching, they 
are always affecting. Meanwhile, Aunt Agony delivers sound advice, the 
Mu’umu’u-of-the-Month Club is inaugurated, and Ms. magazine is spanked 
for their fat-phobic interview with Susan Powter. 

No trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. 

Price: $3.50. Subs: $12 for 4 issues. Marilyn Wann, 

P.O. Box 423464, San Francisco, CA 94142 (36 
pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/MLW) 

First Person 

True Stories by Real People 

#16. Tracey West compiles personal stories for 
this enjoyable, and most thematic, anthology. We 
gottwo issues here, #15, “I’m with the band,” and 
#16, “Beautiful.” As it deals with music, “I’m 
with the band” is certainly the more appealing of 
the two. There are true stories about the joys, and 
more typically the sorrows, of playing in a band. 

I particularly enjoyed Tracy’s story of being in the 
band False Virgins. The “Beautiful” issue is more 
introspective, exploring how people perceive beauty 
and how they relate to it. Loves trading/reviews 
zines/prints letters/submissions wanted. 

Price:$l .99. Subs:$10 for 6 issues. Tracey West, 

P.O. Box 416, Sparkill, NY 10976-Email: 
purewest@rockland.net (22 pages/xerox/standard/ 

DTPed/RSF)_ 

Fishwrap 

All The News That's Fish To Print 

Fall ’97. As a freelance writer Marty got sickened 

by the insidiousness of the magazine industry. While he still loves magazines, 
he fights back by publishing Fishwrap which exposes the trash that lies 
underneath all that gloss. In this one Marty attempted to interview “the women 
of Playboy. He selected female names from the masthead and called up the 
magazines, hoping to ask them questions about their measurements and turn¬ 
ons—sort of turning the tables on them. Well, the women of Playboy were 
much less cooperative then the women of M.I.T. and generally hung up on 
Marty just as soon as he explained to them his project. I guess Playboy 
magazine can dish it out but can’t take it. Another insightful piece was the 
interview with Jane Pratt who talked about her new magazine, Jane , and her 
plans for the future. My favorite piece is Marty’s hilarious comparison 
between the teen advice magazine Seventeen and the porno mag Just 18. While 
Seventeen offers “the scoop on kissing, ” Just 18 reveals “anal secrets. ” What 
a difference one year makes. Regular features include “Other People’s Mail” 
(selected letters from current magazine), “Vowel Movements” (a rundown of 
what’s on the newsstand), and “Zinealineadingdong” (samples from choice 
zines). Loves trading/reviews zines/free to prisoners/prints letters. Subs:$20 
for 6 issues. Marty Wombacher, 2130 Broadway #915, New York, NY 
10023-1722—Email: fishymag@aol.com—URL: http://www.fishwrap.com 
(48 pages/bound newsprint/standard/professional/RSF) 

The Freakie Magnet 

A Cereal Fanzine 

#9. Why do people spend good, hard-earned money on empty cereal boxes 
and the cheap prizes kids root for at the bottom of them? They like ‘em, hey 
Mikey! Freakie Magnet is a song of joy to cereal boxes (both vintage and 
modern) and cereal box collectors. Issue #8, the “Wheaties Collector 
Edition,” features Duane Dimock’s report on all you ever wanted to know 
about Wheaties sport boxes. (Did you know that at this point in ’96, there are 
23 separate regional Wheaties boxes available? “Outta control,” notes 
Dimock.) Issue #9 it’s a detailed look at cereal parodies through the ages, from 
a very early Panic magazine ad for “Wheedies” to modern-day zine cereal 
parodies. Laugh along with writer Duane Dimock with detailed descriptions 
as well as 63 bitchin’ illustrations. It also came with three Wacky Packages- 
style trading cards. I got Brew Berry, Monkey Arms, and Qwap. Dan 
Goodsell also provides a 1996 wrap-up for collectors, while Mikal handicaps 
what’s on the shelves now. No trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$5. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. Kevin Meisner, Freakie Magnet, Freakie 
Magnet, Gales Ferry, CT 06335—Email: Meisner65@aol.com (32 pages/ 
offset/standa rd/DTPed/MLW) _ 

Freedom of Expression 

#14. Kembrew envisions a brand new format for each issue. The last one was 
sent in the form of junk mail and this one is disguised as a 7" record sleeve 
that comes attached to its own mystery 7.” I pulled the record out to play it, 


but it was so old and scratched to shit that it would have reduced my needle 
to a little molten blob. The 20-page essay on the addiction of record collecting 
was a fun look at what could legitimately be considered a serious illness. It 
explores the “unique juncture where obsessive-compulsive behavior, com¬ 
modity fetishism, culture, and the brutal realities of capitalism meet.” Quite 
interesting, but better printing and more playable records would make it worth 
the $4 asking price. Price:$4. Kembrew McLeod, 108 N. Main St. #1, 
Sunderland, MA 01375 (20 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

Funk N’ Groove 

#5. Funky (and Groovy) zine of ’70s culture. In my last review of Funk n’ 
Groove, I wrote about how it was a tiny bit frightening that Ferris and Morgan 
had become such good friends with the celebs their zine is about. Erik Estrada 
calls and writes. They’re friends with Tod Lookinland (Bobby Brady’s 
brother). Now comes the disturbing story of Ferris’s encounter with Tom 
Jones. Thrill to their discussion of 8-tracks, 
swoon to the description of Tom’s sexiness, shake 
your head in wonderment as Tom slaps her on the 
ass. Meanwhile, Morgan, down in LA and recov¬ 
ering from a traffic accident, meets up with 
Florence Henderson at a Bloomingdales event, 
where she generously signed every piece of 
memorabilia he brought. Elsewhere, Morgan and 
Tod Lookinland talk about Linda “Wonder Wom¬ 
an” Carter, and Ferris reviews the latest Erik 
Estrada book. No trades/prints letters/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 6 issues. 
Ferris and Morgan, P.O. Box 471881, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94147-1881 (44 pages/xerox/digest/ 
DTPed/MLW)_ 

Future Imperfect 

Technology, Culture, Future 

#4. A critique of our computer and gadget-loving 
society told through essays and short fiction. 
Aleksander Williams’s technological debunking 
borrows a lot from McLuhan’s media theory to 
show how technology is a complete mindset, not 
just a new line of chips from Intel. Mark Pernet- 
ta’s rundown of third party candidates in ’96 was 
a well-researched piece, but it seems pretty dated 
considering Clinton’s second victory. Still, it’s a 
solid resource for anyone who wants to get off the two-party grid. The fiction 
and personal columns seem somewhat out of place here. Although some are 
ostensibly about the impact of technology, others chart barfly types or tell the 
story of international espionage. A tighter focus here would make for an even 
better read. No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. 
Saestar, 258 Harvard St. Ste. #159, Brookline, MA 02146—Email: 
saestar@saestar.com—URL: http://www.saestar.com/fi (40 pages/xerox/ 
half-legal/po lished/CWB) _ 

Game Mag 

Playstation - Saturn - Super NFS - Genesis - Nintendo 64 

#27, April ’97. Surprisingly sophisticated review zine for the home video 
game circuit. These guys talk about the latest games, deliver the news, and 
share their discoveries of hidden tricks. Their review and critique of eight 
mainstream video game magazines were great. They admit a zine budget can’t 
compete with the glossies (though they do a good job trying), so they tell you 
where else to turn for solid writing. Games featured this issue include Mario 
Kart 64, Tomb Raider, and Sonic 3D Blast. Selective trades/reviews zines/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$1.50. Subs:$12 for 12 issues. 
Jonathan Ratcliffe, 9004 Bayless Rd., Liberty, MO 64068—Email: 
gamemag@kcnet.com—URL: http://www.kcnet.com/~gamemag (20 pag- 
es/xerox/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

♦ Gannett Watch ♦ 

Ridding Our Cities of Newspaper Monopolies 

#2. As newspaper chains gobble up small independent papers, our source for 
news and diverse opinions is becoming increasingly tenuous. R.J.G. has laid 
the groundwork for resisting these monopolies with Gannett Watch. This 
second issue shows how Knight-Ridder and Gannett are turning increasingly 
towards tabloid news stories to titillate their readers, and how they rely more 
and more on the news wires for information. Long features on corporate crime 
and government duplicity, and discussions of many facets of the supposedly 
free press in America. Price:$l?. R.J.G. 71, P.O. Box 220, Fort Collins, CO 80522 
—Email: RJ G71@holly.colostate.edu (8 pages/xerox/standard/ rough/CWB) 

Gearhead 

#5, Summer ’97. Even if you’re not a true gearhead, any fan of cutting-edge 
pop will dig this bold new issue. Lots of zines have been doing beer reviews 
lately, but none this far down the ladder. Focusing on dirt cheap beer, Aaron 
Daley presented a critical taste-test of such perennials as Hamms, Lucky, 
PBR, Rainer (“The Green Death”), and Buckhom (tastes like it was strained 
through an old miner’s underwear). On the automobile side of things we get 
“Chas’s compendium of automotive oddities,” a great introduction to simple 
auto diagnosis from Kevin Thomson, an illustrated essay on the Bonneville 
Salt Flat drag races, and Darv Teare’s chronicle of AMC. Great in-depth 


Fierce Femme 

#2, June ’97. With all the zines we have floating 
around the office, I must be nuts to go out and buy 
more. But when I spotted the new issue of this 
bicycle zine I couldn’t resist. It’s chock full of 
cycling stories and opinions from female riders, all 
put together with a very personal edge. Caycee 
Cullen’s comparison of Critical Mass with Take 
Back the Night shows the many similarities be¬ 
tween the two movements. Both give suppressed 
populations a chance to gather as a majority force 
while challenging the social order. We also get 
essays on biker solidarity, the Dykes on Real Bikes 
contingent of the Pride Parade, the women who 
made 1996’s Messenger Championships a reality, 
and one participant’s story of the California AIDS 
ride. Lots of folks explain how they respond to car 
harassment and even the music interviews include 
an element of cycling. Always an inspiring and fun 
read no matter how many X chromosomes you 
have. Selective trades/reviews zines books music. 
Price:$2 cash. Betho, 1388 Haight St. Box 8, San 
Francisco, CA 94117—Email: fiercesf@igc.org 
(28 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/CWB) 
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Our complete book catalog: 

A.D. by Saab Lofton. $10.00 

"An intriguing SF socio-political novel... The hero is 
corpsicled 380 years and wakes to a Libertarian Socialist 
Democracy." —Taboo Science Fiction 

Anarchist Farm by Jane Doe. $10.00 
"A raucous tale of revolution and liberation, replete with 
caricatures of Earth First! Fond Not Bombs, hippies, 
crispies and even a lesbian pig." - Earth First! Journal 

The Father, The Son and the Walkeperson 

by Michel Mery. $10.00 

By taking society and intellect as spectacle to new 
heights, Mery prepares the reader to be dashed on the 
rocks of reality lurking below. Hold onto your mind as 
you open this book, or you just may lose it. 

Geminga by Melvin Litton $10.00 
Like Steinbeck writing cyberpunk: welcome a 
genetically engineered raven to California! "Very, very 
interesting." — William S. Burroughs 

The Last Days of Christ the Vampire 

by J.G. Eccarius $10.00 

"A book of stunning originality, full of surrealistic 
shocks and haunting images." —Robert Anton Wilson 

My Journey With Aristotle to the Anarchist Utopia 

by Graham Purchase. $7.00 

A vision of how an anarchist society might funciton in 
harmony with nature. At the same time it’s a send-up of 
Plato's THE REPUBLIC. 

Resurrection 2027 by J.G. Eccarius. $7.00 
"Exciting, inventive and deliciously irreverent 
adventure." — Scavenger’s Newsletter 

This’ll Kill Ya by Harry Willson. $6.00 
The ultimate anti-censorship story, THIS'LL KILL YA is 
purposefully offensive to people of all political, religious, 
and moral views. 

Vampires or Gods? by William Meyers $15.00 
The origins of the vampire story in ancient religion and 
politics: Dionysus, Isis, Romulus, Jesus, Mithras, 
Quetzalcoatl, and others, as shown by ancient texts. 

Virgintooth by Mark Ivanhoe $7.00 
"Sensual, well-crafted, fascinating, revolting, grotesque 
and splattered with gore, enlightening, humorous and 
horrifying." - Nightside 

We Should Have Killed the King by J.G. Eccarius $5.00 
"His characterization of the RCP is particularly cutting. All 
in all, an interesting, chewy, different book." 

— Factsheet Five 


Visit our Web Site: 

http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/iiipub 

Join our Underground Distribution System: sell books 
through your zine, by tabling or to friends! Go around 
capitalist/religious censorship! Write for information. 



PYREXIA 

by Michel Mery 


Science Fiction $10.00 
572 x 8 V 2 ", 192 page 
original paperback 

ISBN 1-886625-02-6 


"The book begins with Pyrexia, the sex goddess, who exists in a 
realm accessible to humans only through the GUM machine. Put 
your nickel in, pull the lever (so to speak: you type in a PPP 
(Provisionally Probable Pathname), which is not unlike the 
URL's used on the Internet, except that since the universe is 
governed by Chaos, the result is often wildly different even if 
you use the exact same PPP), and take your chances. Abelard 
just got lucky when he found Pyrexia. 

The brilliance of Pyrexia results from the cross¬ 
multiplication of the four components' tensions..." 

- J.G. Eccarius 


DECONSTRUCTION 
ACRES 



Deconstruction 

Acres 

by Tim W. Brown 


Fiction -- Original Paperback 
572 x 872", 192 pages, $10.00 
ISBN 1-886625-03-4 


Set amidst the cornfields and keg parties of Jasper, a fictitious 
Midwestern college town, Deconstruction Acres depicts the 
struggles of Underdog, a townie, against his many enemies at 
Jasper College... 

"Deconstruction Acres is by turns sweet, savvy, and hilarious, 
a deep-lunged hit of wholesome subversion in the grandslam 
tradition of countercultural novels..." 

—Lance Olsen, author of Tonguing the Zeitgeist 

"... rollicking fun to read. It is a novel of town versus college, 
of ethics versus morality, and of contemporary manners... You 
will laugh out loud..." 

— John Jacob, author of The Light Fandango 

Look for our books at bookstores or send check or money 
order to: 

III Publishing 

P.O. Box 1581 
Gualala, CA 95445 

No postage or handling charges in the U.S. Add $2.00 
elsewhere. Mention Factsheet Five and get a free copy of The 
Stake magazine ($4.00 value!) with your order. 
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interviews too, with Helios Creed and Del-Fi producer Bob Keane. Comes 
with a free 7" of Man or Astroman? and Chrome. No trades/reviews zines 
music/prints letters. Price:$4.95. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. Gearhead Magazine, 
P.O. Box 421219, San Francisco, CA 94142 (112 pages/offset/standard/ 
professional/RSF) 

Giant Robot 

A Magazine for You 

#8, Summer ’97. Big and bold and better than ever, Giant Robot covers all 
aspects of Asian pop culture—just the kind of thing we’ve become so obsessed 
with lately. Music, film, sports, comics, and of course food—it’s all here for 
your amusement and edification. My favorite piece is the look at Asia style 
gambling. I’ve always been confused by the crowds surrounding the Pai Gow 
table at our local gaming halls. Not any more thanks to Katie McQuerrey who 
reveals all the secrets in this informative piece. Another great piece is Eric’s 
report on the huge trend in import car racing. Lots of interviews too—Cibo 
Matto, DJ Q-Bert, artist Miran Kim, sculptor Kenji Yanobe, film director 
Tsui Hark, and skater Steve Caballero. No trades/reviews zines books comics 
videos music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$15 for 4 
issues. Eric Nakamura, P.O. Box 2053, Los Angeles, CA 90064—Email: 
grobot@deltanet.com—URL: http://www.giantrobot.com (88 pages/offset/ 
standard/professional/RSF) 

Giddy-Up! 

#2. Every time I try to pickup a cycling magazine I’m totally lost. I don’t know 
the vocabulary, the products, the stars, anything. I might as well be reading 
Car and Driver. But zines like Giddy Up give cycling back to the folks who 
just love to ride. There are lots of local Australian stories about Ride to Work 
Day and Critical Mass, but almost all of this has a universal appeal. The story 
about a Joseph Heller character was very inspiring. He tirelessly chases down 
cars yelling “Didn’t you see my two-year-old girl? You missed her by a couple 
of inches you idiot!” despite not having any children. Two articles here offer 
very different attitudes on breaking traffic laws. One defends the practice 
saying that laws cater to autos, while the other is a sobering story of hitting 
and injuring a pedestrian. Loaded with information. No trades/submissions 
wanted. Price:$2. Stuart Partridge, Giddy-Up!, P.O. Box 4115, University 
of Melbourne, Victoria, 3052, Australia—Email: stoo@daemon.apana.org.au 
(28 pages/offset/digest/rough/CWB) 

Girlyhead 

Girls - Cars - Pugs 

#2. Anything boys can do, girls can do better—that may be the theme behind 
Girlyhead. Inspired by the success of Gearhead, the girls got together to put 



out this car culture/pop culture/general coolness magazine. The second issue 
is the French issue, and what a package they’ve put together, mais oui. 
Articles on the chanteuses Toots La Roux of Frenchy and Claudine Longet 
(she shot her boyfriend. Spider) josde for space around articles like “How to 
Mack Behind his Back” (on the very French art of taking a lover) and a fashion 
spread showing how to dress like the French (hint: lots of scarves). Lynn 
(Mystery Date) Peril weighs in on French poodles and French champagne. 
But ultimately, the coolest article here is Dulcinea Loudmouth’s interview 
with the still fabulous Tura Sultana, who kicked ass in the classic Faster, 
Pussycat! Kill! Kill! Gracious and charming, Sultana even offers a slate of 
“Tura’s Tips for Fast Girls.” All in all, a very satisfying read. No trades/ 
reviews zines music. Price:$4. Subs:$15 for 4 issues. Girlyhead, P.O. Box 
423657, San Francisco, CA 94142 (72 pages/offset/standard/po lished/RSF) 

Global Mail 

The Hole to the Underground 

#16, April ’97. After a lengthy absence Global Mail has finally made its 
return. Michael Dittman bravely stepped in to take over the helm when Ashley 
Parker Owens retired from the network. It’s still much the same, with its wide 
array of mail art projects, rubber stamping, ad swaps, exchanges, zine 
contacts, and DIY tape swappers. In fact, there are almost 40 categories of 
listings and information that include all sorts of creative networking. The short 
glossary in the beginning and the pages of feedback and Q&A at the end make 
this helpful for beginners as well. Unfortunately, the printing was kinda 
spotty, but that will probably be corrected next time. As this contains some 
pretty old listings with the transfer from Ashley to Michael, you might want 
to contact some of these folks before sending your material or requesting their 
zine. Global Mail was just too vital of a publication to let go and it’s wonderful 
to have it back. Loves trading/reviews zines books/submissions wanted. 
Price:$3. Subs:$9 for 3 issues. Michael Dittman, Grove City Factory Stores, 
P.O. Box 1309, Grove City, PA 16127—Email: simpub@hotmail.com— 
URL: http://www.well.com/user/soapbox/eglob96b.html (32 pages/bound 
newsprint/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

Green 

Personal Finances for the Unashamed 

Spring ’97. What started out as a simple zine about basic finance has grown 
to become an incredibly informative guide to all aspects of money and 
investing. John Packel and Ken Kurson compile an incredible variety of 
entertaining and informative articles that present financial advice for the 
fearful and inexperienced. Lots of lighthearted humor is spread throughout, 
breaking the ice for this often neglected subject. The main feature in this one 
is beginner’s guide called “Investing 101. ” There’s lots of great stuff in here, 
like a guide to making your own corporate analysis, an overview of 
international investing, advice for smoothing out financial risks, a list of 
investor advice books, mutual fund shopping tips, and interviews with leading 
advisors describing how they’d invest $5,000. That alone is more that worth 
the price of admission, but there’s lots more, like a Harvey Pekar comic about 
his adventures in Hollywood. If you’re new to the world of investing, this 
would be a great one to subscribe to. No trades/reviews zines books. Price:$3. 
Subs:$10 for 4 issues. John Packel, 245 Eighth Ave. Box 286, New York, 
NY 10011—Email: kenkurson@aol.com—URL: http://members.aol.com/ 
greenzine/in dex.html (50 pages/offset/standard/professional/R SF) 

Guinea Pig Zero 

A Journal for Human Research Subjects 

#4, June ’97. If you publish a zine the only way to get noticed is to have it 
featured in the Harper's Readings section. However, sometime that attention 
garners more than just zine sales. Some of Guinea Pig Zero’s medical study 
report cards were recently reprinted in Harper’s (about a year after a culled 
them for my on-line column in HotWired). This time the hospitals in question 
weren’t pleased with GPZ’s honest assessment and threatened them all with 
legal action. Since that time. Harper’s has printed not one, but two 
clarifications/disclaimers on the material in question. He covers it all in this 
issue, but that’s just the introduction. With its top-notch writing, fancy 
printing, and attentive design, this is the best issue yet. There’s a great piece 
about the struggles of trying to do some medical studies in Europe; an analysis 
of how the FDA is compliant in the inhospitable environment for guinea pigs; 
a visit to the Natzweiler-Le Stughof concentration camp; more details on the 
Smithkline Beecham debacle; and an incredible story of how a medical 
research facility got busted by the FCC because the test subjects where using 
phone phreaking devices there. It’s not just a work zine for other guinea pigs, 
it’s great for anyone who wants to know what goes on behind closed doors. 
You have to get this one. I insist. Selective trades/reviews zines books/free 
to prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4 
issues. R. Helms, Guinea Pig Zero, P.O. Box 42531, Philadelphia, PA 
19101—Em ail: bhelms@iww.org (32 pages/offset/digest/polis hed/RSF) 

The Gut 

#6, Spring ’97. Like Faith Popcorn and the legendary cool hunters, the folks 
at The Gut uncover, document, and explain the country’s leading trends. A 
bold style and strong writing make for a reprise from the slew of scraggly zines 
that arrive at our P.O. Box. The cover story is on the new trend of folks taking 
off to the wilderness (but doing so in style). They note the waning interest in 
“extreme sports” and an increasing popularity of nostalgic, outdoors-related 
clothing and home decorations. On a similarly nostalgic note they profile the 
up-and-coming Squirrel Nut Zippers. In other news, pro wresting is back. 
































graffiti is going legit, soda pop is going alcoholic, and surprise, surprise, 
breakdancing is reappearing in clubs. Darby O’Brien, Village Commons, 9 
College St., South Hadley, MA 01075—Email: thegut@darbyobrien.com (4 
pages/offset /tabloid/professional/RSF) _ 

The Harveyville Fun Times 

Vol. 7, #28, Fall ’97. A treasure trove of information for collectors, fans, and 
comics historians interested in the adventures of their favorite Harvey 
characters. Harvey’s cat and mouse duo Herman and Katnip are in the 
spotlight in issue #27 with a full listing of their animated shorts and a brief 
recap of their series. They were originally inspired by the success of Tom and 
Jerry, but could do something that MGM’s characters couldn’t...talk. Also 
in #27, Christopher Barat’s digs deeper into the Harvey universe with a 
history of snobby Mayda Munny, while in issue #28 he presented a complete 
nine-page index of the Richie Rich & Jackie Jokers series. Issue #28 also has 
reprints from The National Cartoonists Society Album. There’s always plenty 
of commentary on the state of the comics industry. No trades/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Mark Arnold, P.O. Box 
2616, Saratoga, CA 95070—Email: thft@worldnet.att.net—URL: http:// 
www.geocities.com/Heartland/3550 (28 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

♦ Hemp Magazine ♦ 

#12, February ’97. A professionally published monthly newspaper covering 
the latest battle in the war over marijuana and hemp prohibition. It’s filled with 
ads, but it still has plenty of articles on the latest success for medical marijuana 
and the battles over personal freedom. There a very interesting piece about 
hemp production in Germany. I had no idea how historical hemp production 
is in German and how the German government just recently lifted the ban 
against it. Subs:$20 for 12 issues. Hemp Magazine, 1533 Westheimer, 
Houston, T X 77006 (24 pages/bound newsprint/tabloid/profes sional/RSF) 

Hidden Agenda 

A very different issue of HA. In this one Mr. G. explores the meaning and 
importance of striving for happiness. In creating this 16-page issue he drew 
inspiration from military missile systems. He wrote about the various types 
of missiles and missile guidance systems, explaining how these are like people 
and they way people strive for happiness. It gets quite complex, but once you 
start reading it all, it all begins to make sense. It’s really quite compelling and 
thought provoking—more so than I can convey here. Loves trading/reviews 
zines/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:$l/the usual. Mr. G., Hidden 
Agenda, P. O. Box 3, Freeport, PA 16229 (16 pages/xerox/mi ni/raw/RSF) 

♦ Hotwire ♦ 

The Newsletter of The Toaster Museum Foundation 

#1. I’m not sure if simply having one of something makes for a collection, but 
if that’s possible then I’m a proud owner of an antique toaster collection. I saw 
it in the window of the local thrift store—shiny with chrome, it was calling my 
name. I have yet to plug it in, but it looks wonderful sitting on my shelf. I’ve 
resisted the urge to add more units to this collection, fearing the toll this new 
collection will take on my life. It will now be even harder to resist, as I just 
finished reading this enjoyable newsletter created by and for collectors of 
vintage electric toasters. This premier issue has lots of background 
information making it required reading for the budding toaster 
collector. There’s a history of The Toaster Museum Foundation 
and a short overview of toaster jargon. The rest is devoted to 
various profiles—of Sunbeam’s leading designer, of the house- 
ware manufacturing company Landers, Frary & Clark, of the 
collector Paul Wellborn, and of the Sunbeam T-20 toaster. An 
informative newsletter that’s full of fun. Subs:$10 for 3 issues. 

Eric Norcross, P.O. Box 11886, Portland, OR 97211—URL: 
http: / /www. spiritone. com/' ericn (offset/standard/ polished/RSF) 

♦ I Am Not My Body + 

#2, June ’97. This is by far the best zine I’ve ever seen on piercing, 
stretching, cutting, and body modification. Erica has a huge 
passion for body modification. Besides manufacturing her own 
line of custom hardwood body jewelry, she has a great deal of 
knowledge on the history and practice of body modification and 
shares it all in her zine. She’s done two issues so far. Both are 
limited editions but absolutely vital, so get them now before 
they’re gone. In the first one she explained the various stretching 
techniques, emphasizing what’s healthy and safe. She also wrote 
up a controversial piece comparing stretching and cutting—cutting 
being a very risky form of body modification. The highlight in the 
second issue is the extensive article on trepanation (cutting a hole 
in a person’s skull to relive cranial pressure). Erica researched the 
history of this unusual practice, tracing it back to several centuries, 

BC. I’ve read several pieces about trepanation in zines, but this 10- 
page illustrated overview is the best one yet. Another informative 
piece is her overview of body implants, focusing primarily on the 
practice of implanting beads under the skin. We also get an 
introduction to tooth modification, a photo gallery of some 
extremely enlarged earlobes, and visits to some of the more 
interesting medical museums around the world. If you’re at all 
interested in body modifications, this is the place. No trades. 

Price:$3 + 3 stamps. Erica Skadsen, P.O. Box 17656, Portland, 
organic@spiritone.com—URL: http:// 


OR 97217-0656— Email: orgamc@spintone.com— ukl: nttp:// cv r?\ loan r law ftr rf- Ipo 

www.spiritone. com/'organic(40pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/RSF) OloSU/^lK, 3ubbl£CJ M 9 
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The Journal of Ride Theory A 

#3. Although obsessed with the intellectual side of amusement park rides, hm 
JoRT also looks at all kinds of ways we get around. Dan Howland and Rex 
Everything went down to the Universal Studios theme park to check out the 
Jurassic Park ride. They present a hilarious retelling of the ride, describing 
the scary dinosaurs as “cheesy” with skin that “hangs loosely and wobbles on 
their armatures.” The centerfold allows you to create your own Jurassic 
adventure by mapping out the silly ride. Even cheesier than the Jurassic Park 
ride is the E.T. ride. This one sounds so horrible it probably isn’t worth 
waiting on line for. My favorite piece here is the history of the Eiffel Tower 
and the many attempts to add rides to it over the years. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines books videos/prints letters. Price:$2. Subs:$6 for 4 issues. 
Daniel Howland, P.O. Box 2044, Portland, OR 97208-2044 (28 pages/xerox/ 
digest/DTPe d/RSF) _ 

Journal of Unconventional History 

Clio, diablolo suadented, veritatem dicit. 

Vol. 8, #3, Spring ’97. Anyone with a deep love of history will delight at the 
widely researched, but often heretical essays that the Journal publishes. At 
$7.50, it’s a lot more expensive than most zines, but then again, Aline doesn’t 
rely on clip art, Internet downloads, or second hand reprints. Hugh Fox author 
of Stairway to Heaven (reviewed in Factsheet Five #61) links the pre- 
Columbian peoples of South America with the Phoenicians. He draws 
together similarities in language, particular art forms, and ancient accounts 
of the Phoenicians to add credence to his theory that they sailed across the 
Atlantic thousands of years before Columbus. Ervin Bonkalo uncovers the 
little-known custom of the marriage fair in Krasny Brod, now part of the 
Ukraine. And Leon Howard takes on a long investigation of the Kabbalah in 
people’s thoughts through the centuries. Ever a fascinating and well- 
documented publication. No trades/reviews books/prints letters. Price:$7.50. 
Subs:$20 for 3 issues. Aline Homaday, Journal of Unconventional History, 

P.O. Box 459, Cardiff-by-the-Sea, CA 92007-9900-URL: http:// 
www.picpal.com/picpal/juh/index.html (70 pages/offset/digest/polished/ 
CWB) ______ 

Keltic Fringe 

Vol. 12, #1, Spring ’97. With its combination of national pride and dedicated 
scholarship, Keltic Fringe provides a heartwarming look at its targeted 
culture. Gage McKinney shares the fascinating history of the Cornish 
Gorsedd, the congress of bards that are at the forefront of the Cornish revival. 

He traces the lineage of Cornish-Americans who have steadfastly maintained 
their culture and even promoted it in the New World. Maureen Williams 
presents her summary of the recent British election that spelled the end of 
Labour’s 18-year reign, we talk to a Cornish historian, and check out 
the awesome stamps commemorating Saints Augustine and Colum- 
ba. No trades/reviews books music/prints letters/submissions want¬ 
ed. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Maureen Williams, Kittatinny 
Press, Box 3292 Rd. #3, Uniondale, PA 18470(16pages/offset/standard/ 
DTPed/CWB) 
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+ Kittums -4- 

H. Whew. Mikel took a nice 2 1/2 year break from zines but is back with this 
thick issue all about her pet kitty. She crams lots of stories and pictures in here, 
giving us the full range of Kittum’s behavior. Much of it reminded me of a 
new parent telling everyone how cute/intelligent/furry their baby is, but the 
story of Kittums masturbating broke the mold. He likes to waddle around with 
a sock or piece of blanket stuffed between his legs, and gets off even more 
when the neighbor cat is looking. Also loved the cat tattoos (Mikel shows off 
some of her own as well as an awesome design by John Porcellino), the Sanrio 
connection (reprinted from Giant Robot), and the obsessive love the Japanese 
have for their cats. A real hoot for kitty lovers. Selective trades. Price:$l. 
Mikel Delgado, P.O. Box 410312, San Francisco, CA 94141 (36 pages/ 
xerox/diges t/rough/CWB) 

4- Kutie -4 

Fiction - Fact - Fotos 

#1 i “Based on the model of the late ’50s, eafly 
’60^men’s magazines, Kutie is a magazine for 
men tha^Pon^ will^ctualty house. ” 

The pictures in Kutie are much softer than what 
you’ll find in Playboy. Taken as a whole, it’s more 
like a fashion/design magazine than a porno 
magazine. Of course we men just “buy it for the 
stories,” and in the case of Kutie that makes total 
sense. There’s lots of great writing in he re- 
perfect for the he-man or the he-man wannabe. 

My favorite piece is the article on classic scooters, 
covering the style, design, engineering, and diffi¬ 
culty in maintaining the machines. Lots of great 
short pieces too, on vintage men’s adventure 
magazines, office politics, proper use of tools, 
smokin’ cigarettes, and drinkin’ gin. You’ll also 
get to know Viva, Lala, Betty, and Maxine in very 
intimate ways. Price:$7. Subs:$12 for 2 issues. 

Kutie, P.O. Box 1736, Seattle, WA 98111 (46 
pages/offset/standard/professional/RSF) 

L’Ouverture 

A Literary Call to Action 

Vol. 2, #1, May ’97. L’Ouverture recently 
expanded in size and page count and is coming on 
as strong as ever. It combines articulate essays on 
racial issues with its own unique blend of short 
fiction. Bill’s essay on the regretful, but often 
fruitful rewards of using violence were right on. 

He described a situation that had been hounding him for months. Against his 
better judgment, he resorted to using his fists, but it was the only thing to work 
in this case. That story frames the wider debate over violence that this issue 
explores. Angela offers her own challenging opinions as a Mennonite and 
dedicated pacifist, taking exception to Bill’s reasoning. We also hear about 
Corazones Valientes, a women’s artist group from Costa Rica; and the first 
part of an engaging debate on race and manipulation of hate. Price: $3.50. Bill 
Campbell, P.O. Box 8565, Atlanta, GA 30306—Email: louve@ 
mindspring.com—URL: http://www.mindspring.com/~louve (43 pages/off- 
set/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

La Raza Pages 

#2, Summer ’97. Sadly, zine publishing tends to be primarily a hobby for 
“white boys. ” Publications like Bamboo Girl and La Raza Pages are two of 
the few zines that explore minority viewpoints. We can only hope that some 
day the zine community might look more like the streets of New York instead 
of IBM’s board of directors. Paul primarily collected newsclips and factoids 
that reflect the Chicano community and reprints them here in his zine. There’s 
news about immigration in this issue, like the proposal to dismantle the INS, 
the reassessment on automatic citizenship for children bom to illegal 
immigrants, and the statistic that illegal immigration is down. No trades/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2 cash. Paul Ramirez Jr, 8783 N. Hayston 
Ave., Fresn o, CA 93720-1992 (17 pages/xerox/standard/roug h/RSF) 

+ LGirl + 

#2, November ’96. When Jaclyn was diagnosed with lupus, she found a 
complete lack of information for young people with the disease. LGirl is her 
attempt to remedy that. It is mostly about lupus, but Jaclyn’s writing is broad 
enough to appeal to anyone. In this issue she gives a good description of the 
disease and relates the progress that medicine has made treating it; explains 
when to tell friends about it; and connives her boyfriend into writing about life 
with “Lupus Girl.” Wonderfully positive and upbeat. Price:$l. Jaclyn Law, 
46 Canmore Blvd., Scarborough, ON MIC 3W2, Canada—URL: http:// 
www.interlo g.com/"plaw/LGirl (16 pages/xerox/half-legal/raw /CWB) 

•4- Life Sucks Die -4- 

#2, April ’97. I’ve gotten a bit bored with graf zines recently. Sure the graffiti 
photos are dope, but page after page of color photos can get kinda boring 
sometimes. Life Sucks Die breaks through that mold and includes plenty of 
stories and rants along with the color xeroxed graf photos. There’s a huge 
variety of writing in this one, including a detailed, illustrated explanation to 
Einstein’s theory of relativity and time dilation. You’re not gonna find that in 


most other graffiti mags. There’s a collection of quotes from G.G. Allin, great 
advice on DIY “billboard improvement, ” a rant about why The Source sucks, 
and a tale of visiting Minneapolis’s fine variety of video peep shows. It’s 
certainly a strange mix, especially considering the anti-tobacco, anti-drug 
articles matched up with the piece celebrating the joys of corporate fast food 
restaurants. Loves trading/free to prisoners/prints letters/submissions want¬ 
ed. Price:$5. Jerome, P.O. Box 14801, Minneapolis, MN 55414 (50 pages/ 
xerox/standard/polished/RSF) 

Love Letters 

#6. A really interesting zine where Cynthia reprints love letters she found or 
were sent in by her readers. She only prints once a year (on Valentines Day, 
natch) but I’m sure it takes a while to compile it all. You certainly feel like 
a voyeur reading these letters—it’s a completely different feeling than you get 
from your typical personal zine. Instead of reading personal revelations about 
the editor’s real life, you know nothing about the 
person who wrote these letters. Some of these 
letters are a bit naughty (though most of them are 
not) but it’s interesting to read how real people 
describe their own feelings of erotic passion. My 
only complaint is that I wish Cynthia took better 
care in reproducing these letters and assembling 
them into a logical format. Selective trades/age 
statement/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Cynthia 
Gaub, Exoticia Post, P.O. Box 4828, Seattle, WA 
98104 (20 p ages/xerox/digest/raw/R SF) 

Lumpen 

Vol. 4, #12, April ’97. This is their parody 
issue—I thought they were all parody issues. But 
this one features a series of magazine parodies that 
hit very close to home. The cover sports the logo 
“Lumpne Reader” and is a hilarious satire of the 
Utne Reader. It offers such selections as “Chan¬ 
neling Lost Pets” and “Homeopathological Li¬ 
ars.” Inside the magazine you’ll find covers and 
sample pages from “Slight” {Might), “The Daz- 
zler” (The Baffler), “Wank” (Crank), “The J. 
Lumpenman Catalog” {The J. Peterman Cata¬ 
log), “Entrails” {Details), “Chemo Page” {Camel 
Page), “Tiger Beat,” and “Mediocrity” (a local 
Chicago paper). What, no “Factsheet 6”? Maybe 
next time I guess. Selective trades/reviews zines 
books videos music/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$25 for 11 issues. The 
Lumpen Times, 2558 W. Armitage Ave., Chicago, IL 60647—URL: http:/ 
/www.lump en.com (58 pages/bound newsprint/standard/profe ssional/RSF) 

Mail Interview 

Ruud has been expanding his interview-by-mail project and is now inviting 
other folks to interview him by the mail. This new series is particularly 
intriguing because we are now given insight into the man who devoted the past 
15 or so years to documenting rubber stamps and mail art. Conducting the 
interview is Carol Stetser who asked just the right questions to explore what 
really makes Ruud tick. I particularly like hearing how he discovered mail art 
on his own (and first made contact with Guy Bleus). I also enjoyed hearing 
how he’s been using computers and the Internet to further his explorations. 
There are lots more Mail Interviews available from such folks as John Held 
Jr., Ashley Parker Owens, John M. Bennett, and Anna Banana. Write for 
more information or check out the web site. Selective trades. Price:$3. Ruud 
Janssen, Tam, Postbus 10388,5000JJ Tilburg, Holland—Email: tam@dds.nl— 
URL: http://www.geocities.com/Paris/4947/index.html (20 pages/xerox/ 
digest/rough/RSF) 

MondoCine 

#3, Spring ’97. MondoCine is quickly becoming one of my favorite film zines 
No, they don’t review any B-grade movies, they instead focus on the industry 
itself, with probing, in-depth essays on various subjects. It starts off with a 
short take on the re-release of the Star Wars Trilogy. After that is an extensive 
analysis of video tape movies, their relationship to film, and their relationship 
to the film industry. Rodger really did his homework here, starting out with 
a history of the video format wars, covering the early struggle that distributors 
had with the video rental businesses, and the radical changes the market went 
through as video sales became a major component of gross revenues. Roger 
explains the incredible story of Top Gun. Paramount took a big risk in 1987 
when they released Top Gun for the unheard of low price of $25. This turned 
out to be a good move as Top Gun sold 2 million units, becoming the highest 
selling tape in history at the time. The news becomes even more distressing 
as he uncovers the stranglehold that Blockbuster Video has over the entire 
industry. With revenue at close to 3 billion dollars, they control nearly 65% 
of the entire U.S. video market. He also covers the straight-to-video market, 
the changes in the MPAA rating system, and the effect all this has on the dying 
breed of rep movie houses. If you have any interest at all in the movie industry, 
you’ll find this one immensely fascinating. Selective trades/reviews zines 
books videos. Price:$2.50. Roger Leatherwood, P.O. Box 10597, Oakland, 
CA 94610 (22 pages/xerox/half-legal/rough/3 times a year/RSF) 


McJob 

#4, Fall ’97. The magnificent Julee brings forth 
this giant sized wonder about the evils of working. 
There are bizarre temp stories of watching the 
garbage men, bosses straight out of Swimming with 
Sharks, and dress codes deconstructed. One of my 
favorite pieces here is the story of cosmic retribu¬ 
tion that visited the Paris McDonald’s. When the 
store asskisser was running for the Happy Meal 
station, he slipped on some fudge and had to be 
taken to the hospital. By luck, another employee 
rang the most sales that day and got to draw from 
the store lotto bag. He ended up winning $200,000. 
God must have never read the story of the ant and 
the grasshoppper. There’s also a five-page spread 
of the weirdest help wanted ads that Jerry could 
find (“Cemetery Sales: It is not morbid” and 
“Driver: Fun in the sun”); Tampondemonium 
comics of stocking the women’s aisle; Stefano, 
The Opera Vagabond’s story of a particularly 
vile boss; Yul Tolbert’s McDonaldland saga; and 
Jokie X. Wilson’s continuing list of annoying 
convenience store customers. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2.50. Julee Peezlee, P.O. Box 11794, Ber¬ 
keley, CA 94712-2794—Email: ggkj79f@prodigy. 
com (56 pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/CWB) 


















Monocrom 

media, art. damage 

#1. These guys are amazingly well connected and not just to the music scene. 
They stay on top of cyberspace, zines, comix, independent film, and almost 
all other forms of the parallel culture. The music stuff mostly relates to small 
bands (although they have much more to say about society and culture than 
the average zine musicians). It’s when you get to the article on corsets, or the 
interview with Antero Alii, or the research into micro space launchers that 
things start heating up. There’s also Gysin’s Dream Machine, holopathic 
treatment, VR, and an interview with Paul DiFilippo. Imagine a German- 
language Wired magazine, but one that’s much better grounded. Loves 
trading/reviews zines books comics videos music/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$5 cash. Johannes Grenzfurthner, Monocrom, Dr. Karl 
Wallekstreet 12, A-2000 Stockerau, Austria—Email: jg@gromit.ping.at— 
URL: http://eappc7.iap.tuwien.ac.at/welcomemc.html (112 pages/offset/ 
euro-standar d/DTPed/CWB) _ 

Monozine 

#4, Summer ’97. Two years ago Todd caught a serious case of mono. That 
bout and his chronic illness led him to start up this zine devoted to people’s 
true stories of horrible afflictions, accidents, and diseases. Surprisingly, the 
success of this zine has keep illness at bay for a while. But while Todd is in 
a state of recovery, his contributors still have plenty to write about. Taken 
individually these stories reveal the individual struggles each author has gone 
through, but taken as a whole they instill fear in the reader as they expose the 
frailties of the human body and the hazards of the world at large. I don’t 
know.. .is this the “puke” issue of Monozine or what? Just about every story 
in here concern’s digestive problems. The winner of them all is the incredible 
story of having some trouble while camping. Our writer took leave of the tent 
only to experience the gloriousness of puking, pissing, and expelling 
diarrhea—all at the same time. Continuing along on that same theme, Valerie 
Moore told us of a research experiment she participated in where she was 
infected with cholera for a few days to examine how the body responds to the 
dreaded disease. And how does die body respond? “Towards the end...my 
mind became as tired and loose as my bowels.” Shying away from that 
messiness, we get a surprisingly informative tale about severe dermitoligical 
problems—hives, ringworm, dingus, and crabs. If you love great personal 
tales, get this zine. However if you fear illness or simply have a past streaked 
with blood and mucus, you may want to avoid it, but please send Todd your 
stories for us all to enjoy. Selective trades/submissions wanted. Price:$3. 
Todd L., Monozine, P.O. Box 598, Reisterstown, MD 21136 (40 pages/ 
xerox/stand ard/rough/RSF) _ 

Multiball 

#10. Here’s a smooth dose of pinball nostalgia and enough extra treats to keep 
it fun. I really enjoyed Brinda’s take on the feud between Sean Tejaratchi and 
Robert DuPree. She wondered what Sean’s motives were in exposing 
“Jordan” and asks whether the issue wasn’t blown out of proportion, 
especially in a community as small as the zine world. There is also a very rare 
history of pinball magazines, a newfound appreciation of Lisa Carver, an 
interview with Portland’s punk rock barber, and of course a full run of pinball 
treats like the best places to play and the story of sweeping a Bellingham 
tournament. Selective trades/reviews music. Price:$3. Sam Soule, P.O. Box 
40005, Portland, OR 97240—Email: wilcof@ix.netcom.com (60 pages/ 
offset/half-le gal/DTPed/CWB) _ 

-♦•The Multiplier+ 

#2, June ’97. Formerly Biker Pride, they changed the name to coordinate 
with its stronger focus on bike messenger issues. This revamped zine seems 
more politically active then Biker Pride. There are lots of stories about 
working as a messenger, political rants about the current state of society, and 
advice for effective urban bike riding. Lots of personal stories but the tech 
pieces are just great, like the introduction to understanding index shifting. 
While the first issue featured a beginners’ guide to buying and maintaining a 
bicycle, this piece offers advice on what to buy and how to avoid getting ripped 
off. What I particularly like is how they specifically focus on solutions to the 
current problems facing society today. Selective trades/reviews books/free to 
prisoners/prints letters. Price:$3. Sam Tracy, New Media Club, P.O. Box 
2275, Minn eapolis, MN 55402 (54 pages/xerox/brochure/roug h/RSF) 

Murder Can Be Fun 

#17. Sometimes even my favorite zines miss an issue of Factsheet Five. I was 
so excited about this issue of Murder Can Be Fun that it completely bypassed 
the normal reviewing process. It went from the office to the living room to 
the bathroom (even making an appearance in The Factsheet Five Zine Reader ) 
all without getting a review in the last issue of Factsheet Five. Things have 
been corrected this time around, and all I can say is “buy this issue. ” It is quite 
possibly the best one ever produced by Mr. Marr. This time he explored the 
baddest of the bads—“naughty children. ” Like most folks, John Marr thought 
that the past 20 or 30 years held a near monopoly on naughty children, what 
with all the violence on TV and such. After a little bit of digging (just the kind 
of thing Mr. Marr does best) he found out that those tykes have been at it for 
longer than you’d think, and came up with this fascinating look at “naughty 
children before 1960.” My favorite piece (and the one that made it into my 
zine anthology) is called “Choo Choo Crash Bang” and covers. . .you guessed 
it...young lads who have done naughty things to railroad train;, You’ll read 
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SPECIAL 

FOR ZINE MAKERS 

$ 12 FOR ONE, $22 FOR BOTH 
IF YOU SEND US YOUR ZINE 


V/SEARCH (formerly RE/SEARCH) 
20 ROMOLO #B, SAN FRANCISCO CA 94133 
(415) 362-1465 FAX (415) 362-0742 


Raising more 
than eyebrows, 
Paul Di Filippo’s 
controversial 
new novel, Ciphers, 
turns paranoia 
inside out 
and rewrites history on 
a grand scale. Fast- 
paced. Utterly 

hilarious. And gener¬ 
ously “fleshed out” by 
kinky sex. 

Photographically 
illustrated. Over 500 
pages of sex, drugs, 
rock ’n’ roll — and 
information theory! 
In trade paperback or hardcover limited edition. 
Please visit the URL below for more info, including details on the 
Ciphers “Dying Dragon” temporary tattoo. Or write to us: 
Cambrian Publications 

cambrian@best.com P O Box 112170 408-723-3919 fax 

Campbell, CA 95011-2170 

http;//www.cambrianpubs.com/ 
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about train wrecks, train derailments, and even an attempt to blow up a train 
with dynamite. Elsewhere in this issue you’ll get to read about the very 
naughty Hannah Ocuish (who murdered another child at 12 years old) and 
Jesse Harding Pomeroy (who “rivals for the tide of the naughtiest boy in 
American history”). If you ever considered that children could have some¬ 
thing inside them besides sugar and spice, this zine will fill in the details. 
Price:$2. John Marr, P.O. Box 640111, San Francisco, CA 94164—Email: 
mcbQohn@aol.com (48 pages/offset/digest/rough/RSF) 

Nation 

#20, June ’97. Nation is entirely composed of reader submissions that cover 
all manner of topics. Each piece is a friendly personal essay that’s accompa¬ 
nied by a picture of the author and a return address for contacting them. Ben 
Ohmart shares an excellent piece about life with a relative who suffers from 
M.S.; Katie describes some of her travels across the States; and we get a 
lengthy interview with writer Janet Kuypers. Nation seems especially 
plugged in to the homeschooling network as many of the writers indirecdy 
discuss their own experiences with learning “off the grid.” No trades/prints 
letters. Price:$2.95. Subs:$15 for 6 issues. Peter Kowalke, PSK Publishing, 
P.O. Box 77 2, Mentor, OH 44061 (46 pages/xerox/digest/DT Ped/CWB) 

New Hampshire Gazette 

Nation's Oldest Newspaper - Founded 1756 by DanielFowie 

Vol. 241, #30, May 1, ’97. This newly redesigned publication is the nation’s 
oldest newspaper (even if it’s published somewhat infrequently). Now printed 
on newsprint, it looks even more like a real newspaper. Avoiding typical 
subjects like petty crimes and random violence, in this “homecoming issue” 
Steve Fowie went straight to the heart of the matter and examined the 
corporate ownership of Portsmouth’s dominant newspaper, The Portsmouth 
Herald. He traced it back to its parent company, Stamford, Connecticut’s 
Thomson Newspapers. The parent company of Thomson Newspapers is a 
huge multinational conglomerate called The Thomson Corporation. On top of 
the whole thing is Lord Kenneth Thomson who owns 70% of the company. 
Steve painted a revealing portrait of this media empire, and accurately 
describes how it sucks money out of his home town, money that ends up on 
the pocket of this insanely rich man. Similar situations occur in towns all over 
the country, only you don’t find a Steve Fowie publishing a competitive paper, 
reporting on exacdy who owns these local papers. Loves trading. Subs:$26 
for 26 issues. Steve Fowie, New Hampshire Gazette, P.O. Box 6516, 
Portsmouth, NH 03802 (6 pages/loose newsprint/tabloid/professional/RSF) 

The New Settler Interview 

#105, July ’97. Community oriented conservation zine that is as down to earth 
as it is serious about the environment. This issue is entirely composed of four 
interviews with local folks who have made a difference in their own quiet 
ways. I was most drawn to the conversation with Neil Erickson, a.k.a. 
“Houseboat Eric” who has been living on the Big River for the past 29 years. 
He talks about his quiet life on the water and some of the environmental 
changes he has witnessed in that time. We also talk to Els Cooperider who is 
defending the local watershed from herbicides, R. Hemmings about the 
Kinetic Sculpture Race and the history of Big River, and Davo Witherspoon 
about construction alternatives that make ecological sense. Even though these 
folks are all based in Mendocino County, their struggles and ideas will appeal 
to anyone with a conservationist mindset. No trades/prints letters. Price:$l. 
Subs:$12.50for 12 issues. New Settler Interview, P.O. Box 702, Mendocino, 
CA 95460 (56 pages/bound newsprint/standard/polished/CWB) 

+ No Compromise + 

Militant Direct Action Magazine of Animal Liberationists 

#6. These folks are unabashedly interested in confrontation and are willing to 
face any consequences for their beliefs in animal rights. With that said, you 
should know that they go to great lengths to avoid arrest and involvement with 
the police. One article urges the adoption of security consciousness and it 
should be mandatory reading not just for A.L.F. groups, but for anyone 
involved in illegal activities. Rod Coronado explains some of the many lies 
and underhanded tactics that the FBI uses to break up solidarity, while Jerry 



Vlasak makes his point that not cooperating with attorneys and cops will get 
you much further. More tips on avoiding police beatings, using hunger 
strikes, and tons of networking addresses. This issue is practically a complete 
guide to the judicial process and effective protests. If your ethical beliefs can 
withstand jail time, this was made for you. Selective trades/free to prisoners/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 6 issues. Animal 
Liberation League, P.O. Box 240655, Apple Valley, MN 55124—Email: 
nocomp@ waste. org—URL: http: //www. envirolink. org/arrs/nocompromise/ 
nc.html (32 pages/loose newsprint/tabloid/polished/CWB) 

Not Bored! 

#27, May ’97. Living in New York City has proved very fruitful for Bill 
Brown. As a professional complainer, he certainly found a lot of stuff to 
complain about there. Half this issue is devoted to covering his actions in 
NYC, while the second half covers Situationist stuff. While I’m very 
interested in Situationism, I liked the NYC stuff much better. Recent actions 
include his boycott of See Hear, the final steps of the Unabomber for President 
campaign, protesting the institution of single operator subway trains, and the 
Surveillance Camera Players (performing a silent version of Ubu Roi for the 
Subway system surveillance cameras). There’s also extensive coverage of the 
demolition of a squat on East Fifth Street. Those interested in the Situationist 
International will appreciate his updated introduction to SI. Price:$4???. Not 
Bored!, P.O. Box 1115, New York, NY 10009-9998-Email: Rose@thom.net 
—URL: http://www.thom.net/~rose (60 pages/xerox/standard/rough/RSF) 

The Opera Vagabond 

#10, May ’97. With all the problems Stefano had conveying his frustrations 
and emotions of performing in “Phantom of the Opera,” he’s gone over to 
reprinting his journal entries in pure diary form. This episode of his life takes 
place in Seattle with coffee houses, weight problems, nightmares, and visions 
of Christ all mixed in around stories of voice strain and the looming dread of 
the Phantom. That’s just the first two days! From there he has problems with 
romance, performs hung over and drunk, saw the aftermath of a suicide right 
before ordering his eggy breakfast, and describes a real phantom in his life: 
having to file a tax return in four states. It’s a wildly engrossing tale that 
anyone who loves the opera or Seattle will surely enjoy. Selective trades/prints 
letters. Price:$3. Stefano, 1070-E U.S. Highway 34, #190, Matawan, NJ 
07747 (28 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

Organ & Bongos 

A Periodical Guide to Today's Cocktail Culture 

#7. While the mainstream world produces soulless magazines to cash in on 
cocktail culture’s cachet, Organ & Bongos is the real deal. It’s flashing your 
thrift scored threads while sipping an ice-cold Manhattan in a threadbare 
cocktail lounge on the edge of town. Travel is so broadening, and the folks 
at Seattle-based O&B realize this, taking us from D. Hume’s enlightening trip 
to the City of Angels (where he swings through the Derby, lounges at the 
Dresden, takes in a showing of a lost Rat Pack video, and chats with producer/ 
journalist/impresario Skip Heller. Even farther south, Sandlin Hartwig 
travels to the ultimate ’50s destination, Havana, and finds that “Partying is not 
an option in Havana, it’s an obligation.” Black and white reproduction only 
enhances the “Cocktail Chic” fashion photos, with lovely lounge kittens and 
cool cats sporting the latest looks. And Terence Gunn, of Cocktail Review 
zine contributes a great piece on Daniel Ross’s home bar. Called The 
Castaway Lounge, it’s the perfect tropical lounge decorated with all manner 
of Gilligan’s Island paraphernalia, including a bicycle-powered blender! 
Selective trades/reviews music/prints letters. Price:$3. Russell Scheidelman, 
P.O. Box 2 0396, Seattle, WA 98102 (36 pages/half-legal/DTP ed/MLW) 

The Palindromist 

A journal for people who write and read palindromes 

#4. Schoolkids are brought up learning that the Greeks were the root of 
Western civilization. But few realize that they gave the world a much more 
important gift than democracy, architecture, and science. Yes, we’re talking 
about the highest form of witty wonders: the palindrome. Every issue of 
Saltveit’s zine uncovers the latest homemade palindromes, semordnilaps, and 
other experimental forms of reversal. This time around the focus is poetry: 
Sotadic Sapphics, rhyming and nonrhyming palindromic verses, and even 
East meets West palindromic haiku. But my favorite part is how the zine taps 
into popular news topics, spinning new palindromes from contemporary 
issues. Cloning is hot with new creations like “Dual ewe! We laud!” and the 
mechanics of forming palindromes using the genetic code of DNA. Ever the 
dastardly fusion of serious scholarship and sleeping overnight in the floatation 
tank. Selective trades/reviews books/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$3. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. Mark Saltveit, P.O. Box 471258, San 
Francisco, CA 94147-1258—Email: palindromes@realchange.org—URL: 
http://www.realchange.org/pal (32 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

+ Parity Waste + 

This sweet little hand-written publication is totally devoted to undies—and the 
people who love them. Here’s where you’ll find detailed descriptions of 
people’s favorite and least favorite pair of panties (accompanied by fun 
drawings or xeroxes), handy tips on when it’s time to toss those grotty old 
pairs, what kinds of underwear men like, and more. There’s even a section 
for people who don’t wear any panties at all. Under-roo-riffic. Price:$1 plus 
2 stamps. Joy, 56 W. Blake, Columbus, OH 43202—Email: bemis.2@osu.edu 
(24 pages/digest/raw/MLW) 


















♦ The Parenting Review ♦ 

#2, July-Sept. 1997. A new, thin, alternative parenting zine with lots of 
reviews and generally one long article per issue. Issue #1 had a good article 
on not worrying about the exact age when kids take steps toward indepen¬ 
dence, plus a good set of parenting zine and kid’s book reviews. #2 has a lead 
article on traveling with small children (lots of practical tips), plus video, kid 
book, and magazine reviews. (It is also labeled #1 for some reason.) Needs 
to develop more focus and original content, but a good start. No trades/ 
reviews zines books videos. Price:$1.50. Subs:$6 for 4 issues. Ida Bettis 
Fogle, P.O. Box 981, Columbia, MO 65205-0981-Email: ibfogle@ 
tranquility. n et (8 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/MS) _ 

Pediatrics For Parents 

Vol. 17, #3. What I love about this zine is its focus. It knows exactly what 
it wants to do—provide solid practical health advice from doctors to parents 
of little kids—and does it, no more and no less. It’s unpretentious, written in 
normal English (not doctor talk), and presents the latest studies and practical 
doctors’ experience without the myopia and scare stories of the news media. 
This issue has the best way to remove bee stings and deal with insect sting 
allergies, and more evidence on passive smoke and asthma. Only the article 
“I Did It Myself” strays from the zine’s strengths. While generally a good 
piece, it’s mostly speculation and psychology, not based on research and real 
life cases like the rest. If you have small kids, you should get this. There’s a 
free email version of this publication also available. No trades/submissions 
wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$18 for 11 issues. Richard Sagall, MD, 747 South 3rd 
St. #3, Philadelphia, PA 19147-3324—Email: rich.sagall@pobox.com (12 
pages/offset /standard/polished/MS) _ 

The Pipe Smoker’s Ephemeris 

Summer ’97. This publication contains anything and everything about pipe 
smoking. Ninety-six pages of reviews, stories, news, comics, and poetry all 
about pipe smoking. On the cover of this Ephemeris they reprinted the cover 
from a vintage men’s magazine called PIC. It’s a photo of actress Lupe Velez 
smoking a pipe. An appropriate start as Tom reports lots more women are 
joining up. Inside you’ll find lots more ephemera like a history of Pipe 
Brebbia, a reprint about Sherlock Holmes, a critical taste test of different types 
of tobacco, a report on the New York Pipe Club Show, and news of the 
European Pip Smoking Championship. It’s more of a compendium then a 
regular magazine but if you’re into the pipe thang, it’s a must-have. No trades/ 
reviews zines books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price donation. Tom 
Dunn, 20-37 120th Street, College Point, NY 11356 (96 pages/offset/ 
standard/polished/RSF) 

♦ Plebeian Jobs! Jobs! Jobs!^ 

#2. RJG is the same person who publishes the crucial Gannett Watch, but 
here turns towards the topic of labor and current 
stories in the news. My favorite feature is his 
continuing chronicle of all his lousy jobs, ranging 
from his paper route (#24) to the graveyard shift at 
the ice factory (#1) to apartment maintenance (the 
most recent). His stint as a dishwasher in a fancy 
restaurant sounded awful. While the boss is busy 
winning accolades from the Chamber of Commerce, 
he’s propositioning his female employees for sex. 

Selective trades/reviews zines. Price:$2.50. P.O. 

Box 220, Fort Collins, CO 80522-0220-Email: 
rjg71@ holly.colostate.edu (20 pages/xerox/stan- 
dard/rough/CWB) 


every week for some competitive bowling. The big news is the discovery of 
a new constellation, the Poodle, that reigns over the night skies, and that 
Chinese astrology has adopted it into their zodiac, proclaiming 1997 the Year 
of the Poodle. Poodle-year bowlers are apparently very high strung and 
nervous bowlers, and famous poodles include Warren Beatty, Jack Nicolson, 
and Mary Tyler Moore. Meanwhile the gang at Magic Eightball has 
discovered “laser” or “glow in the dark” bowling, and reviews some choice 
places to hit some pins under the black light. There’s nifty fashion tips for glow 
in the dark bowling, too. And finally. Jar of Hate takes a break, replaced by 
the tamer Jar of Dislike, complaining about such items as “trying to make tofu 
tasty,” “shagcarpeting,” and, controversially, “DavidDuchovny.” Selective 
trades/prints letters. Price:$2. Subs:$5 for 6 issues. Poodle, P.O. Box 743, 
141-6200 McKay Ave., Burnaby, BC V5B 4T4, Canada—Email: 
lotusm@wi msey.com (20 pages/xerox/brochure/DT Ped/MLW) 

PR Watch 

Public Interest Reporting on the PR/Public Affairs Industry 

Vol. 4, #1,1st Qu. ’97. Another subversive move—this time PR Watch goes 
undercover at Washington, DC’s Public Affairs Council’s annual National 
Grassroots Conference. They reported the dead silence that followed Neal 
Cohen’s cautionary lecture about the future of corporate PR. In another 
presentation, Thomas Buckmaster from Hill & Knowlton described how on 
TV “businessmen are three times more likely to be depicted as criminals than 
other people. ” Wow, I can’t imagine how that could have happened. Another 
feature revealed how multinational corporate interests swayed U.S. policy in 
granting China most-favored-nation trading status. Corporate interest sway¬ 
ing U.S. foreign policy? I can’t believe it! Subscriptions are $35 for journalists 
and people with limited income (like zine publishers), for $60 non-profit 
groups, and $200 for slimy businesses. No trades/reviews books. Subs:$35 
for 4 issues. John C. Stauber, Center for Media and Democracy, 3318 
Gregory St., Madison, WI 53711-1725—Email: 74250.735@ 
compuserve.com—URL: http://www.prwatch.org/ (12 pages/offset/stan- 
dard/polished/RSF) 

The Prairie Rambler 

#240, August ’97. Jerry collects the wittiest quotes and the most insightful 
satire he can find and publishes them every month in the Prairie Rambler. 
It’s the ultimate refrigerator fodder/bathroom reader; in fact it was in a 
friend’s bathroom that I first saw an issue seven years ago. How about these 
screwy headlines from the papers: “Clinton wins on budget, but more lies 
ahead.” “Iraqi head seeks arms.” “Panda mating fails. Veterinarian takes 
over. ” Then there’s this Haitian proverb: “If work were good for you, the rich 
would leave none for the poor.” Lots more great pieces that poke fun at all 
our foibles and shortcomings. Loves trading/submissions wanted. Price:stamps/ 
donation. Jerry Baly, P.O. Box 505, Claremont, CA 91711-0505 (8 pages/ 
offset/standard/rough/CWB) 
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Plotz 

The Zine for the Vac/empt 
#7. Plotz now comes in two flavors—the regular, 
full-sized issue that’s still loaded with Jewish tidbits, 
and Plotz Lite, the tiny, matchbook-sized cousin 
that’s a small nibble of Jewish culture. This issue 
features an ode to Delmore Schwartz, an overview of 
the Jews at SubPop, a complaint about an anonymous 
NY-area zine reader, and short interviews with 
Joyce Raskin and Beck. When ordering, don’t forget 
to ask for a copy of Plotz Lite. The third issue covers 
facts about circumcision, many of which were even 
new to me. Selective trades/prints letters. Price:$1 
+ 2 stamps. Barbara, P.O. Box 819, Peter Stuyve- 
sant, New York, NY 10009—Email: plotz@ 
pipeline.com (20 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/RSF) 


Published Thrice Annually: January May September 

PO Box 220 Fort Collins'; CO. 80522-0220. e-mail: RJG71@holly.colostate.edu 


*ln Issue 3: *An Interview with Tom Wheeler of Dick Army and Rabble Re¬ 
view. 'An interview with David Barsamian of Alternative Radio 'S.A.B.O.T.’s History 
on the Job Part 2. 'S.A.B.O.T. enters 17 Magazine’s “Great American Makeover” con¬ 
test. 'Columns: Totalitarian Circus with S.A.B.O.T. 'Submissions and reprints (with 
permission) wanted. 

'$2.50 per issue or trade for your zine, $6 for a one year subscription, $9 for 
a two year subscription. 'Display ad rates: Full Page (7.5 X 10)- $100, 1/2 Page (7.5 X 
4.75 or 3.5 X 10)- $50, 1/4 Page (3.5 X 4.75)- $25. Deadline for submissions and dis¬ 
play ads for Issue 3: December 31, 1997. Send cash or make check or money orders 
payable to Rlck(or trade for beer). 


Poodle 

Poodle: Ball thrown straight into gutter 

Vol. 3, #2. While there’s about a million music, 
science fiction, and literary zines out there, it’s hard 
to find quality sports zines. Perhaps jocks just can’t 
find the time in their strenuous training schedule to 
publish. Luckily, there’s Poodle, a bowling zine out 
of Canada (where they bowl in both 5- and 10-pin 
versions) with cool pieces about bowling, poodles, 
and whatever else comes to mind. It’s published by 
the Magic Eightball Consortium, which gets together 


Tootkills Zine, PistriVuticn 

S.A.B.O.T. has teamed up with Mike Nissley, formerly with Pure Magazine in 
Chicago, to attempt to bring zines to Fort Collins. This city, with 100,000 residents and 
22,000 university students, is largely zine free. Our goal is to expose Fort Collins resi¬ 
dents and students to zines in the hope that it will encourage them to engage in their own 
independent publishing. There are plenty of people In Fort Collins who might be Interested 
in zines, if they were exposed to them. Contact us by the mail and/or e-mail addresses 
listed above and we can make arrangements to get your publication exposure in an area 
untapped by zine publishers. 
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Princess 

tt 3. Sure, you could go out and buy a copy of any mainstream women’s 
magazines for a hit of fashion, but why? Princesscbvers style and fashion with 
twice the panache and smarts oFanyof tfioserags. This issue’s interview is 
with Claudine Murphy, the head of Urban Decay and the brains behind such 
make-up colors as “Roach” and “Mildew.” And speaking of interviews, 
Francesca writes about the job interview from Hell at Bella magazine that 
makes you wonder if all the people in the New York fashion world are 
completely insane. This impression is not changed by fashion illustrator Amy 
Davis who attends the New York shows and winds up with only tears, fights, 
and stress. An incredible timeline of fragrances stretches from Egyptian times 
to the present, charting every perfumic trend. And Gavin Edwards tells about 
the liberation of cosmetics on men. Price:$2. Francesca E. CastagnoH^280 
Park Ave. South, #2G, New York, NY 10010—Email: prinsss(^aofcom(44 
pages/stand ard/DTPed/MLW) 

Privacy is a Myth 

by Paul Yates 

#6. Paul Yates is a photographer, filmmaker, and 
musician. His latest project is this ongoing compi¬ 
lation of pictures from photobooths. The results 
are quite disturbing and compelling. He encourag¬ 
es people to be as creative and uninhibited as they 
want and many of them get really into it. He sent 
me three issues. Issue H is a fascinating collection 
of found and/or discarded photobooth pictures. 

Bound right into the issue is a postpaid envelope so 
you can send him your own photobooth pictures, 
or just pictures that you found. Issue #5 was 
compiled from photos taken at the Berlin Film 
Festival. Underground film buffs will really like 
this one as it features lots of pictures and stories of 
underground filmmakers. Without any photo cap¬ 
tions I was unable to identify anyone in these 
pictures but I wouldn’t be surprised if they were 
well-known film geeks. Issue If6 is a bit more 
unusual. It’s called “Kickball” because many of 
the pictures feature people playing with a chil¬ 
dren’s rubber kickball or other sundry toys. It’s all 
printed with color xerox and Paul’s knack for 
design makes for a really appealing package. Send 
him your own photobooth pictures to be included 
in the next issue. Price:$5. Paul Yates, Onion 
Films, P.O. Box 10718, Stamford, CT 06904- 
Email: oniongod@ix.netcom.com (40 pages/xe- 
rox/digest/D TPed/RSF) _ 

The Pro Wrestling Informer 

#3, June ’97. This new pro wrestling zine covers 
all the major and minor leagues, and does so with 
thoughtful, opinionated writing. I particularly like 
how each league has a separate page devoted to its 
own news and gossip. In this third issue they cover 
the WWF/ECW TV agreement which is currently 
in jeopardy. In WCW news it turns out they fired 
Brian Knobbs, Jerry Saggs and others in cost¬ 
cutting measures. We also get columns from former pro-wrestler “Husder” 
Rip Rogers, Erwin Griffin Jr., and Jerry Glascock. Selective trades/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$45 for 24 issues. Jerry Glacock, P.O. 
Box 189, Morgantown, IN 46160—Email: sloride@usa.net (12 pages/xerox/ 
standard/DT Ped/RSF) _ 

Proust Said That 

ff 6, March ’97. This isn’t just an appreciation of Proust and his writing, rather 
it’s a tribute to literary societies of ages gone by. Instead of being stuffy and 
academic, it takes on a more playful and personal tone that gives PST the 
perfect voice. In this issue P. relates her travels to Europe that took her to 
Berlin, Paris, and New York for three weeks. In that time she got to meet with 
other serious admirers of the German Proust Society, learned and will 
probably never forget the word schlosser, and got to visit the resting place of 
the man himself. Her comments about her growing frustration with publishing 
will sound familiar to many. Despite having her zine up on the Web, one 
person still wanted a free copy to help them decide whether to subscribe. When 
P. says “It will cost me 32 cents to explain why I can’t do that, ” she’s not being 
petty, just exasperated. Her Proust Wake of 1996 was one of the most beloved 
party stories I’ve read. She described the food, the chamber music, all the 
well-dressed people, and of course, the absinthe. Selective trades/prints 
letters. Price:$4 cash. Subs:$8 for 2 issues. P. Segal, P.O. Box 420436, San 
Francisco, CA 94142-0436—Email: psegal@well.com—URL: http:// 
www.proust .com (32 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

Prozac & Cornflakes 

Obsessions of Kez Panel 

ff5, Summer ’97. This special collection brings together the neurotic, fruity, 
disturbing, and just plain dumb stories of the readers. Barclay from A Punk 
Kid Walks Into A Bar describes the mental puzzle he had with his ice cream. 


There it was in the carton, now how to get it into his cup? His superheated 
spoon proved to be a little too potent as it was burning the sugar in the ice cream 
leaving a nasty film on his spoon. So he stuck it in his mouth to clean it off, 
something he soon regretted. Carolyn shares some real zingers, like the time 
she dreamed that she gave her guitar away in the middle of the night and when 
she woke up it was gone. We also get contributions from Julee Peezlee, 
Darby, R. Eirik Ott, and Kez himself. Comes with a genuine pair of X-Ray 
Specs just like you used to see in the comic books. Selective trades/reviews 
zines/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2 cash. Kez Panel, P.O. Box 
589, Moon, PA 15108-0589 (40 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CW B) 

Psychedelic Resource List 

ffS. Now that his book is out (see review in F5 #61), Jon Hanna’s Psychedelic 
Resource List has become a sort of supplement to the book. It’s a vital source 
fonnfbTTnfttiq|i oopsychedelic-oriented products. He lists mail-order contacts 
for things like books on psychedelics, publica¬ 
tions that cover psychedelics drug use, gardening 
supplies, mushroom spores, and support groups. 
This issue has some longer essays on The Albert 
Hoffmann Foundation, Burning Man, ibogaine, 
and anonymous remailers. There’s a great section 
covering information on the Internet too. No 
trades/reviews zines books URLs/prints letters. 
Subs:$20 for 4 issues. Jon Hanna, Soma Graph¬ 
ics, P.O. Box 19820 Dept. F5, Sacramento, CA 
95819-0820—Email: jonrhanna@aol.com (per- 
fect-bound/s tandard/DTPed/RSF) 

♦ The Report + 

By and for members of the Institute of 
Sociometry 

Anywhere the name Luther Blisset is found, you 
can expect to see Cacophony not far behind. And 
sure enough, this is filled with Cacophonous-like 
reports of culture jamming from the frontlines. 
The interview with Pat Nogle (fierce collector of 
all sorts of urban ephemera) reminded me of the 
old Religion of the Month Club that was filled 
with wacky collectors. Pat may just take the cake 
with her collection of wet naps, beer coasters, 
eyeglass screwdrivers, and patches (including 
one that a CHiP cut right off his shirt). We also get 
attempted recon missions into both Disneys and a 
visit to the Pre-Plastic Junk Museum. Price: $2.95. 
Peter Bergman, 412 1/2 University Ave. #3, San 
Diego, CA 92103 (18 pages/C WB) 

4* Ring Rust-4 

#1, March ’97. New wrestling title that promises 
a good share of ringside fun. Mike asks the age old 
question “But is it fake?” and responds with 
“Yeah, of course it’s fake! What are you, some 
kind of idiot?” Happily, that doesn’t stop him 
from a heartfelt appreciation of this greatest of all 
American sports. He traces the rise and fall of 
Shawn Michaels, the biggest name in the WWF 
since Hulk Hogan. Then he imagines a showdown 
between Stone Cold Steve Austin and Doink the Clown with lots of custard 
pies, midgets, and head smashes into the tumbuckles. No trades/reviews zines 
music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$1 + stamp. Mike Cody, 801 
24th St., A mbridge, PA 15003 (10 pages/xerox/standard/roug h/C WB) 

Root Zine 

#4, Spring ’97. A fascinating zine devoted to the fine art of phone phreaking 
and hacking. It starts off with an informative expose on cordless phone system 
security systems. The public nature of cordless phone conversations has 
inspired phone manufactures to add security devices to their sets. This piece 
explains how these systems work and the most effective ways to defeat them 
(for informational purposes only, of course). There’s also a really fine essay 
about the difference between old-school 1960s-era hackers and the modem 
1990s styled ones and an overview of the different commercially available 
DTMF decoders. My favorite part, “This Just In...,” is a collection of news 
bites that keep you abreast of the latest system failures, hacker success, and 
busts. It’s certainly a great source for folks interested in hacker techniques, 
but anyone who likes to check out cool stuff on the Web will enjoy all the URL 
listings. Selective trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$4 
for 2 issues. Root Zine, P.O. Box 1178, Maplewood, NJ 07040—Email: 
mutter@openix.com—URL: http://www.openix.com/~mutter (10 pages/ 
xerox/stand ard/rough/RSF) _ 

Sacred City 

Vol. 4, ff 2, March ’97. This time around, the gang explores the way people 
relate to their homes and their surroundings. Mothra, Sloth, and Vicious 
describe the folks who moved in downstairs as quite a colorful bunch. When 
they went down to meet them, they were greeted by a fun new way of 
freebasing coke—through something resembling a Crazy Straw. Kelly 
Gleason describes her fascination with housing projects like Chicago’s 
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Roommate Stories ) 

ftl. I’vfe been anxiously awaiting this second issue 
of Roommate Stories knowing fob well that after 
the first one was published they’d be people lining 
up to tell their own tales of housing Hell. It took 
about a year or so, but this second issue is even 
better than the first. It starts off with an incredible 
tale that sounds like it came straight out of the new 
Loompanics book Document Fraud (reviewed in 
this issue of F5). Our anonymous author explained 
how her new roommate Jennifer wasn’t working 
out so well. First came the bounced rent checks, 
then the large phone bills. It wasn’t long after 
Jennifer became very scarce around the house that 
our author started getting unusual letters from 
companies about new credit cards and purchases 
she knew nothing about. It turns out Jennifer had 
borrowed our author’s name and Social Security 
number to start up her own little micro fraud ring. 
Even more intimate is Mike Cody’s story about the 
new roommate Jim with his minor problem of 
sleepwalking. On their first night of sharing an 
apartment together, Mike was awakened by dishes 
being smashed. His bedroom door swung open and 
Jim starts to get into bed with Mike, all under a 
somnambulist stupor. It was after Mike felt Jim’s 
hard-on that the tension was broken by Jim’s 
giggling. Mike didn’t appreciate the joke and 
kicked Jim out the next day. Those are just two of 
the many stories here, but to avoid situations like 
these, our editors included lots of advice for 
picking the perfect roommate. It’s the perfect zine 
for those who have been through roommate Hell or 
are just trying to avoid it. Selective trades/free to 
prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2. Jeff Friend, 1549 Sanborn, San Jose, CA 
95110— Email: MaryaBeal@ aol.com (22 pages/ 
xerox/digest/rough/RSF) 



















Cabrini Green. After being out drinking one night she got the nerve to make 
a fast drive through Robert Taylor and describes the squalor she saw. Now 
she ritually visits the projects in every town she visits and gives us some tips 
to avoid serious harm. Price:$4.50. Subs:$20 for 6 issues. Phil Rose, 4450 
Winslow Place N. #3, Seattle, WA 98103—Email: sacred_city@ 
CompuServe . com (28 pages/offset/standard/polished/CWB) 

+ Scalp Elevator+ 

#1, July ’97. Kirst has been thinking about life and death. Now that she works 
in a mortuary she’s confronted with that every day. In her zine, she presents 
a number of thoughts on funerals, religion, souls, and what death is really 
about. She invited several of her friends to help her, giving a wide perspective 
to this most fundamental of subjects. One story is about Karen Greenlee who 
had sex with forty corpses, but fortunately for her, necrophilia is not a crime 
in her country. Others wrote about personal family loss, a suicide pact fueled 
by booze and heavy metal, and one man who wanted to return his wife’s teeth 
to her in the afterlife. Selective trades. Price:$3. Kirst Dalziel, Class Records, 
5 Paterson Terrace, East Kilbride, Glasgow, G75 OBA, Scotland—Email: 
sjhclass@aol.com (28 pages/offset/digest/rough/CWB) 

+ Scanlines ♦ 

Newsletter of Downtown Community Television Center 

Summer ’97. Downtown Community TV is a New York based group that 
provides access to media tools like video cameras and editing equipment. This 
vital group has been instrumental in encouraging exciting video productions 
which have made their way into cable systems and museums across the 
country. Public access TV is like the TV version of zines, and DCTV is one 
of a handful of groups that help this media come into existence. On the 
occasion of their 25 th anniversary, this issue of their newsletter looks back on 
all the work they’ve done over the years. Full membership gets you access and 
discounts on equipment rentals. Price:on request. Subs:$30 for 4 issues. 
Downtown Community TV Center, 87 Lafayette St., New York, NY 10013- 
4435—Email: web@dctvny.org—URL: http://www.dctvny.org (12 pages/ 
offset/standard/polished/RSF) 

+ Silicon + 

The Element of Gaming 

Spring ’97. A straightforward videogame zine to keep you on the cutting edge 
of all that’s happening. Each issue is filled with critical reviews of the latest 
releases for Saturn, Playstation, Nintendo 64, and PCs. Each review has a 
couple of stills from the game, a numerical rating, and a description of the 
play. Along with the reviews we also get a critical discussion of the Nintendo 
64, saying it’s “one awesome system, but I am not convinced that it is 
revolutionary . ” Another good essay explores “why you should and should not 
buy a 3DO. ” Since it’s a dead technology and the system can be had for cheap, 
it sounds like the 3DO will follow the path of the Atari 2600 and become a 
cult classic within a few years. Price Tree. RyanH. Smith, Silicon, 89 Arundel 
Place, St. Louis, MO 63105 (8 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

♦ Simplicity+ 

Live Simply so that Others May Simply Live 

Vol. 8, #2, Winter ’97. A heartwarming newsletter from the Norfold Catholic 
Worker. While I have problems with religious-based activist groups, the 
Catholic Worker is a model of near-perfection. I’m not sure what the Norfolk 
chapter does (besides feed the hungry and help the needy) but their newsletter 
should appeal to anyone who cares. Wendy Leitner explored the phrase “love 
requires proximity” and described all the work she’s done over the years, 
from helping orphans in Bolivia to helping the homeless in Norfolk, and 
explains the importance of proximity. We also get a lengthy letter from Steve 
Baggarly who’s currently in Cumberland County Jail awaiting trial for his 
civil disobedience against a navy ship caring nuclear weapons. Price donation. 
Norfolk Catholic Worker, 1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508 (6 pages/ 
offset/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

-♦•The Skeptical Review+ 

Vol. 8, #3, June ’97. An ongoing scholarly debate over Bible history and 
meaning that is very entertaining and enlightening to read. Till seems to take 
the Bible with a grain (or handful) of salt, pointing out many Bible 
contradictions, or at the very least some stories of strange behavior. His look 
at New Testament family values was humorous despite its serious tone. He 
relates one passage in Luke where Mary and Joseph lost little Jesus in another 
city but didn’t seem to sweat it because he eventually turned up. Till also brings 
up examples of Jesus lying to his family, being disrespectful, and encouraging 
a cultish personality that denied his followers ties with their own families. As 
you would imagine, many people challenge Till’s claims, and to his credit, 
he gives them ample space for their rebuttals, which is more than many 
fundamentalists would consider. Loved the book review of the Bible, 
critiquing it like any other release. Selective trades/free to prisoners/prints 
letters. Price Tree. Farrell Till, P.O. Box 717, Canton, IL 61520—Email: 
jftill@midwest.net—URL: http://www. infidels.org/library/magazines/tsr/(16 
pages/offset/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

Smart Drug News 

The Newsletter of Cognitive Enhancement , Health, and 
Longevity 

Vol. 5, #10, July ’97. One of the most informative newsletters for getting real 
information about neurotoropics and cognitive enhancing drugs. Two big 
features here, one on the effects of the Asian plant eleutherococcus senticosus. 


commonly known as Siberian ginseng. This plant is capable of doing so many 
things (everything from curing cancer to boosting the immune system) that it’s 
more like a tonic than a medicinal herb used to treat a specific illness. The other 
piece is an extensive discussion on the operations of the brain and the 
production of dopamine and serotonin. They propose creating a two- 
dimensional map, based upon the concentration of both substances. No trades/ 
reviews books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$6. Subs:$44 for 10 
issues. Cognitive Enhancement Research Inst., P.O. Box 4029, Menlo Park, 
CA 94026-4029—Email: questions@ceri.win.net—URL: http:// 
www. ceri. c om (12 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/RSF) _ 

Sock Monkey Social Life 

#5, Summer ’97. A zine delightfully obsessed with sock monkeys, especially 
those traditional ones manufactured by Rockford Red Heel. “Hey, would you 
like to buy a monkey ? ” If you saw the movie Cabin Boy with David Letterman 
selling them you might. Alexandra was thrilled to find her first big screen 
reference to her passion and is hoping that more will soon turn up. She took 
tons of pictures of her very own Sock MonkAy in the dorm, at sea, being 
strangled at the Musee Automatique, even pulling the fire alarm. If all this 
makes you yearn for a sock monkey of your own, Alexandra gives you some 
tips on picking one out and (almost) tells us an ordering address. Back cover 
photo of Fabio gingerly holding MonkAy is a rare treat. Selective trades/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$1 + 2 stamps. Alexandra Darch 
Stolarski, P.O. Box 14032, Berkeley, CA 94712-5032-Email: 
btbarbie@uc link4.berkeley.edu (24 pages/xerox/half-legal/rou gh/CWB) 

-♦-South to the Future♦ 

The Future Star 

#1, April ’97. Joining the ranks of zines that analyze and critique our urban 
social environment is this new title out of San Francisco. At its best, it makes 
some valid points about our modem age of convenience and isolation, 
attacking the computer, automobile, and overzealous marketing campaigns in 
one fell swoop. They are certainly taking the microprocessor and the global 
economy with a grain of salt, not buying into the utopian hype of “Just Do It. ” 
But at times, particularly in the introductory essay, the tirades become like a 
bad piece of poetry, swimming in circles of metaphor that lead the reader 
nowhere. I side with almost all of their arguments, just not for any of the 
reasons they give. It will be great to see how this one develops over time. 
Price:$2?. South to the Future, P.O. Box 191475, San Francisco, CA94119- 
1475—URL: http://www.sttf.org (27 pages/xerox/digest/DTP ed/CWB) 

Sport Literate 

Honest Reflections on Life's Leisurely Diversions 

Vol. 2, #1, Spring ’97. Another finely honed issue that considers the sporting 
life, both in and out of the game. Bill Kugelberg relates a story of gambling 
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addiction and how it runs in the family. While his main character never 
suffered too badly, the older brother was a fiend for the horses, blackjack, 
cards, and anything else that he could lose money at. Not as sports related, 
but very entertaining was Jotham Burrello’s description of his mother’s 
mealtime rules. He describes the sundry transgressions that his father would 
make and the chastisement that would always follow. The old photo of a ’50s 
basketball team made a light diversion. Each player of the team has his secret 
personality revealed and some are quite funny. No trades/submissions 
wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. William Meiners, Sport Literate, 
P.O. Box 577166, Chicago, IL 60657-7166—Email: sportlit@aol.com— 
URL: http: //w ww. avalon. net/ ~ librarian/spo illiterate (80 pages/perfect-bound/ 
digest/polish ed/CWB) _ 

♦ Stuporpowers! ♦ 

The First C/ass Role-Playing Game for Third-Rate Heroes 

#1, July ’97. The folks at Unstoppable have produced this new role playing 
game for the “Silly” genre of the superhero world. It’s a complete system with 
rules, villains, and sample adventures. As someone who always took RPGs 
very seriously and detested spoof campaigns, I was prepared to write this off 
as another geeky product. But what I found was hysterical! Possible 
superpowers include clap on/clap off surrounding electricity, summon 
mariachi band, nacho downpour, give someone a creamy nougat center, and 
the underwear of many things. My very favorite is the ability to summon 
Buddha. The illustration for this power shows a hero getting his butt kicked 
and in the background Buddha appears in a mist just to say “Life is suffering. ” 
About halfway through the rules, the authors admit that they conceived this 
as part RPG and part drinking game, but I imagine it being a lot more skewed 
than that. Even if you have long since put up your rule books and never intend 
to play again, you will surely get a laugh from this. Price:$6. Unstoppable 
Productions, 262 Fifth Ave. 2nd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11215—Email: 
unstopmail@aol.com—URL: http://www.aitnet.net/~mwulfson/stup.html (32 
pages/O/co mic/professional/CWB) _ 

♦ Ted Gottfried’s Modern Monuments ♦ 

#1. For nearly ten years Ted has been planning on publishing this zine of 
graveyard headstones. Many things got in the way, including the birth of his 
daughter, the separation from his wife, and just the day-to-day operation of 
running See Hear. This isn’t his First zine. Many years ago (before I even knew 
what Factsheet Five was) Ted had published a zine that he put together while 
running his world famous zine shop. While that one was completely text, 
chronicling the people that hung out at his store, this one is nearly all photos— 
photos he took of unusual graveyard headstones in and around the New York 
City area. Pretty unusual stuff. His favorite: Richard B. Church, a seaman, 
1920-1971, “No comment. ” On the opposite side of the spectrum, we find out 
that Robert K. Leyes was CB radio operator, a N.Y.S. bowling champion, 
and “coffee drinker.” There’s a couple of headstones that feature images of 
guitars—one with an acoustic guitar, one with a rockin’ heavy metal styled 
guitar. Several headstones feature photos of the deceased from their most 
shining moment in life. There’s a fisherman, a motorcycle rider, and a band 
leader. It’s an eclectic bunch of headstones, and a finely printed work. 
Price:$3. Ted Gottfried, See Hear, 33 St. Marks Place, New York, NY 
10003—Email: SeeHearFan@aol.com—URL: http://www.zinemart.com (16 
pages/offset /digest/polished/RSF) _ 

Temp Slave 

Work! Work! 

#10, March ’97. The business world is full of slime. If you ever had any 
doubts, pick up an issue of Temp Slave. Marsha describes the fraud of the 
“permanent” temp job. She’s always promised benefits and a real position, 
but is let go before the probation period is up. On her most recent assignment 
the company was too distracted to fire her in time. So when she asked about 
her benefits, she was told it would still be a while. All of a sudden, the 
company wasn’t happy about her work and forced her into leaving. More 
uplifting is the story from Robin. She got stuck on a giant collating job, but 
she had access to a telephone line. Soon she was calling her ma in Pennsylvania 
and her friends in Burkino Faso. What did all this earn her? Employee of the 
Month! This issue in particular is laden with stories from well-known folks; 
there’s A1 Hoff, Debbie Goad, Lisa Falour, and Leah Ryan. If you’re looking 
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for that extra blip in your blood pressure, reading these stories will do the job 
nicely. Selective trades/reviews zines/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2. Subs:$5 for 2 issues. Keffo, P.O. Box 8284, Madison, WI53708- 
8284 (56 pa ges/offset/half-legal/DTPed/CWB) _ 

Ten Thousand Things 

#24. After reading many issues of ITT, I can recognize Schmitz’s writing, 
but don’t know how to summarize it. He seems most interested in mental 
processes, revelations, and synchronisity, and explores these topics through 
various personal stories. This most recent issue dredges up a bizarre experience 
K.D. had when he was away from his job for ten weeks. When he returned, 
he found the company management and some of his friends had been going 
to work seminars to learn about “breakthrough technologies” and heightened 
potential. It was like everyone’s brain had turned to mush when they let the 
two living infomercials (Peggy and Armin) in the door. Schmitz describes the 
tactics they used to outright brainwash everyone, reminding me of cult leaders 
with their weird group pressure and shame for anyone who will not be broken. 
Reading the whole experience was truly frightening, especially the conclusion 
that seemed right out of 1984. Ten Thousand Things is always an engrossing 
read, but this issue stands out as one of the best. Loves trading. Price: 3 stamps. 
K.D. Schmitz, P.O. Box 1806, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601—URL: http:// 
members. ao l.com/TTThings/home.html (32 pages/xerox/mini/ rough/CWB) 

Thrift Score 

A zine about thriftin' 

#10. Hot on the heels of Al’s fabulous zine about personal ads, If You Like 
Pina Coladas, (reviewed in F5 #61) she publishes this new issue of Thrift 
Score devoted to thrifting and romance. In her last issue A1 asked her readers 
“Could you find love in a thrift?,” “Ever woo a lover with thrift?,” and “Ever 
date an non-thrifter?” The responses poured in and they’re compiled here for 
your reading pleasure. My favorite section is where people confess to how 
thrifting and thrift stores play a large part in their relationship. Also 
contributing to this issue is Miles Goodrich, of Hungry Freaks, who critiqued 
nine board games you’re likely to find in a thrift store and analyzed their 
potential “romance value.” Continuing along with the romance theme, Lynn 
(Mystery Date) Peril presented her run-down of vintage advice books for 
singles. Also available: Number 11, wherein thrift score dreams—both real 
and imagined—are recounted. Selective trades/prints letters. Price:$l + 
stamp. Subs:$5 for 5 issues. A1 Hoff, P.O. Box 90282, Pittsburgh, PA 
15224—Ema il: hoffo@drycas.club.cc.cmu.edu (20pages/digest/ DTPed/RSF) 

Tiki News 

#10. The premier zine covering every aspect of tiki culture, lounge music, 
exotic drinks, and primativistic art. Wow! “Sven-Tiki” wrote a great feature 
on “Tiki TV. ” He goes all the way back to 1959 with the creation of the three 
detective shows including Hawaiian Eye, set in Honolulu. David Smay dug 
up some tiki noir from Charles Willeford; Michael David Toth took us to the 
tiki-themed McDonald’s in Ohio; Gregg Neuffer presented a walking tour of 
tikis in Waikiki; and we get a look at the tiki'art of Brian Marsland. Don’t 
forget all the music coverage. For fans of retro/lounge sounds, it’s the best 
part. No trades/reviews zines books videos music URLs/prints letters. 
Price:$2. Subs:$10 for 6 issues. Otto von Stroheim, 2215-R Market St., 
#177, San Francisco, CA 94114—Email: ottotemp@aol.com—URL: http:/ 
/www.indie web.com/tiki/index.html (38 pages/xerox/digest/D TPed/RSF) 

Tubular Times 

Promoting the bicycle for everyday transportation 

#40, June ’97. Here in San Francisco, we are blessed with one of the most 
active cycling communities in the country. While much of that is a true 
grassroots movement, the Bicycle Coalition has done wonders in getting new 
bike lanes and voicing the concerns of cyclists to the city government. Each 
issue of the TT keeps us abreast of these local issues, and often feature success 
stories from other cities around the world. It’s the best single place to learn 
what’s going on with Critical Mass, bike messengers, and cycling rights. Even 
if you don’t live in the Bay Area, Tubular Times is invaluable as a source 
of ideas and inspiration for your own community, and for learning how to 
make the bicycle a real transportation option. Price:$l???. Subs:$10 for 6 
issues. San Francisco Bicycle Coalition, 1095 Market St. Suite 215, San 
Francisco, CA 94103 (8 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

Umbrella 

Vol. 20, #2, May ’97. Now that Global Mail is gone (or is it?) the listings 
and reviews in Judith Hoffberg’s Umbrella are even more vital. There’s tons 
of important information in this thick 80-page issue. Lots of news, gallery 
shows, reviews of artist books, mail art listings, web site URLs, calls for 
entries, and just plain good readin’. The price is a bit high, considering the 
erratic publishing schedule, but Judith is just trying to stay afloat. Check out 
the web site for a taste of what’s in each issue. No trades/reviews zines books 
URLs/submissions wanted. Subs:$18. Judith Hoffberg, Umbrella Associ¬ 
ates, P.O. Box 3640, Santa Monica, CA 90408—Email: umbrella@ 
ix.netcom.com—URL: http://colophon.com/journal (80 pages/offset/stan- 
dard/polishe d/RSF) _ 

Underground 

The Magazine of the North American Animal Liberation Front 

#7, Spring ’97. The best-networked animal rights zine around. The section 
of international reports of liberation and eco-terrorism is fourteen pages long. 
With all the hundreds of actions listed, it gives one a sense of strength in 













numbers, much more than just reading isolated zines. Ingrid Newkirk’s piece 
on being properly prepared for arrest is vital reading for people who put 
themselves on the line. She urges you to role play being questioned by the 
police and to know your rights before you give them up without realizing it. 
There is also a good story of the weeks of planning that went into the recent 
University of Arizona raid. No trades/free to prisoners/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$25 for 4 issues. N.A.-A.L.F.S.G., Box 
69597, 5845 Younge St., Willowdale, ON M2M 4K3, Canada-Email: 
naalfsg@envirolink.org (40 pages/bound newsprint/standard/polished/CWB) 

•♦•The Unh! Project + 

#1, May ’97. Rarely does a zine show such innovation and humor as this one. 
Tom distilled his comic book collection down to its essential elements—the 
word balloon with its guttural genre moans—and reprinted the most grotesque 
panels of the lot. Each of the scenes in here has a character uttering things like 
“Nnnnggghhh!” “UUUaa—,” or my favorite, the very sanguine yet bestial 
“Yyaaaargggg!” Going page by page, catching such short glimpses of 
storylines and pratfalls makes an incredible montage of silliness. Hopefully 
this thing will continue as long as there are superheroes ending sentences with 
“Ooder!” The only thing that could possibly make this any better would be 
an audio soundtrack of the publisher reading each panel. Price:$3. Tom 
Turrittin, 100 Albertus Ave., Toronto, ON M4R 1J7, Canada—Email: 
george@uunet.ca—URL: http://www.net/~george/ (14 pages/xerox/stan- 
dard/raw/CWB) 


•♦The Vegetable Liberation Front ♦ 

#1. It’s likely that many folks will take exception to the tactics of the V.L.F. 

They’re a new organization that seeks to liberate the captive foods of 
supermarket and organic shops alike. Much of this describes their technique 
for brazenly walking into stores and freeing the produce. They also set forth 
theirprinciplesindoingso: that food should not be gathered up, confined, then 
hauled away only to be picked over by shoppers on the auction block of 
capitalism. They’re also critical of the expensive organic marts and rightly so. 

Why should only the wealthy be able to benefit from clean, healthy food? 

Taking their DIY ideals a step further, they regale us with stories of the bicycle 
parts library, train hopping, building a makeshift house in the woods, monkey 
wrench protesting, and a rare reprint of bandit Marius Jacob’s last words. 

3124 Shattuc k Ave., Berkeley, CA 94705 (48 pages/xerox/digest/ rough/CWB) 

Violation Fez 

#6. Leah tackles various themes in turn, arranging a few submissions and 
collecting the shorter bits for her “Good, Bad, and Weird” column that is 
usually the highlight of each issue. Religion is in the spotlight here, and it 
shouldn’t come as a surprise that Good and Bad stories were swallowed up 
by those of the Weird persuasion. There are randy choirboys, electrified 
church wallpaper, Kool-aid communions, and convenient fits of vomiting on 
Christmas Eve. Maya Cojones explains why she could never be a nun, and 
Leah writes some fiction about escaping from a cult. Selective trades/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$l. 

TNIS M9BIRH W«KLft 


Who is Johnny Cash? 

#19, June ’97. L. asks her friends and acquaintances to share their experiences 
each issue, this time talking about all of life’s regrets. Charlie writes about his 
near brushes with famous people. Not only did he have the chance to meet John 
Lennon, Andy Warhol, and Brian Wilson, but he blew it all three times. Then 
there’s the pages of party regrets and the stupid things that were said without 
thinking. Worst of all was one writer’s bout with poison ivy. Around the time 
she commented on the pus dripping into her hands I made it a point to always 
wear long sleeves in the woods. Short but entertaining. Loves trading/prints 
letters. Price:$l. Subs:$5 for 6 issues. L. McNamara, P.O. Box 4112, 
Tisbury, MA 02568 (20 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

Why Music Sucks 

#11, June ’97. Probably my favorite apa (that is if it is an apa). Frank invites 
people to write in on several preselected topics. There’s “Social Maps,” 
where you can describing the social groups and cliques in high school; there’s 
“Weird Things I did as a Child”; and my favorite part, “First Records,” 
reserved for tales of the first record that people bought. Lots of great stuff in 
here, but as always, it’s the personal music writing that I like the best. I’ve 
always wondered what it would be like to have parents who are rock critics. 
Sarah Riegel reveals it all as she tells us what it was like to grow up with 
Richard Riegel, rock critic for Creem, as her father. She wrote this essay for 
the “First Records” section, but this caused some difficulties as many of the 
records she grew up listening to were promos sent to her father. We hear about 
how her parents dragged her to MX-80 Sound and Cheep Trick concerts, but 
when she got older she dragged her father to REO Speedwagon. We also get 
to read about Aaron Cometbus’s childhood experiences, Jeff Pike’s addiction 
to Strat-O-Matic baseball, and Patty Stirling’s hatred of mice. No trades/ 
reviews music/submissions wanted. Price:$7. Frank Kogan, 1449 Valencia 
St., San Francisco, CA 94110 (85 pages/xerox/standard/rough/RSF) 

-♦Working for the Man + 

Stories from behind the cubicle wall 

Vol. 2, #1, June ’97.1, along with most Facts he et Five readers, will probably 
never tire of reading stories from the Planet of the Bad Job. Here Jeffrey 
collects some doozies, along with lots of irreverent tips to inspire rebellion and 
foment corporate destruction. The Fates (and Jeff’s overzealous parents) 
seemed to be conspiring to make him the next Oscar Meier Weiner Boy. It 
all came to a head one night when he actually met the current driver of the 
hotdog mobile and learned that his job was: A. to drive around the country, 
and B. do good deeds for total strangers. We also get the wisdom of Jim, ace 
marketing guy without any products to market, an explanation of what 
corporate titles really mean, and an anonymous pro-work essay that must 
surely be a joke. Selective trades/reviews zines/ submissions wanted. Price: $2. 
Jeffrey Yamaguchi, Stroboscope Productions, P.O. Box 460125, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94146—Email: scope@jps.net—URL: http://www.jps.net/scope 
(26 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 


Leah Ryan, P.O. Box 2228, Times 
Square Station, New York, NY 
10108—Email: leahzz@aol.com (20 
pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

The Voicemakers 

The Newsletter Dedicated to 
Media Madness!! 

#1, March ’97. If you love to chew 
apart the latest films and television 
shows, you’ll find yourself right at 
home here. Frank Ochieng (regular 
contributor of The Raccoon Times) 
and Dan Berman head up the festiv¬ 
ities. Although the Oscars have al¬ 
ready been presented for 1996, film 
buffs will love pouring over Frank’s 
comments and five-page discussion 
of the nominees. He also delivers a 
round of challenging questions all 
based around the awards industry. 
Despite my lackluster description, 
they are really a lot of fun. The 
combined column that answers real 
questions from real readers will soon 
prove to be very popular with zinest- 
ers. They settle O.J.’s SNL appear¬ 
ance, Columbo’s first name, the name 
of the other Cheers spin-off, and 
even the provocative question: “If 
you had to compare the Beatles with 
the Monkees, who would match up, 
musician to musician, in terms of 
personality and likeness?” This is 
gonna be a fun one. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines. Price: the usual/$l .50. 
Frank Ochieng, 17 Chatam Circle, 
Brookline, MA 01746 (16 pages/ 
xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 


by TOM TOMORROW 


OKAT...A LOT OF CONSPIRACY THEORIES ADMITTED' 
IV DESERVE To BE DISMISSED OUT OF HAND. 

-SO YOU SEE, FLIGHT gOO WAS SHOT 
DOWN BY A BLACK UN. HELICOPTER 

piloted by Alan Greenspan - who 
was RECEIVING telepathic COMMANDS 
pro M ELVIS' ORBITING UFO ! 



...BUT DOES THIS MEAN THAT ANY SUGGESTION 

THAT THOSE »N AUTHORITY MAT OCCASIONALLY CoN 
SPIRE TO OBFUSCATE THE TRUTH 5«0ULt> BE 
SIMILARLY DISMISSED? 

YOU KNOW, GIVEN THE MILITARY'S LONG 
HISTORY oP LIES AND CtfVERuPS, IT DOESN'T 
5EEM THAT UNREASONABLE To WONDER 
\P FLIGHT 800 WAS BROUGHT DoWN BY 
FRIENDLY FIRE... 
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Worldlinks...USA 

Your Inky Trail News 

Vol. 5, #4, August ’97. If you’re a slave to your 
mail box, you’ll love Worldlinks. It covers every 
imaginable aspect of sending and receiving mail, 
and almost every activity you can imagine doing 
via post. In this issue, the new supplement News¬ 
letter News premiers. It’s a roundup of penpal 
zines, art stamp publications, and home business 
newsletters. There’s also info on the “mandatory 
deposit law” for zine publishers, tons of contacts 
for postal networkers and pen pallers, and regular 
columns coming in from Scotland, South Africa, 
and all over the U.S. It’s like a fanzine for mail 
junkies. No trades/reviews zines/submissions want¬ 
ed. Price:$3. Worldlinks SA, 70 Macomb PI. Suite 
226, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043-Email: 
worldlinks@prodigy.com—URL: http://pages. 
prodigy.com/worldlinks (24 pages/loose news¬ 
print/tabloid/DTPed/6jtimes^year/CWB) 

♦ X-Press Magazine ♦ 

Global Networking for Social Change 

#1. A beautifully designed publication that gives a 
voice to the ecological movement. I wished some 
of the essays were a little more grounded and spoke 
of more concrete matters but there’s still plenty of 
substance here. One of the better pieces is Peggy 
McIntosh’s “Invisibility of White Privilege.” It’s 
the perfect answer to anyone who thinks that 
legislation has taken care of our racist society. 
Then, Rubayn Cramer discusses alternative cancer 
treatments while Sharon Kimmelman delves deep 
into the topic of vaccination. Other sections cover 
spirituality and music, with some general de¬ 
nouncements of our deadened lifestyle. Subs:$13 
for 4 issues. X-Press Magazine, 1595-A Smith- 
town Ave., Bohemia, NY 11716 (44 pages/offset/ 
standard/pol ished/CWB) _ 

+ XA SceneZine + 

The Experimental Alpha Scene Zine 

Vol. 2, #2, April ’97. The official zine of Exper¬ 
iment Alpha, a radio program from KSUA at the 
University of Alaska at Fairbanks. Described as a 
cross between Firesign Theater and Negativland’s 
“Over The Edge” this zine lives up to both. You 
think your hometown stinks, try Fairbanks, which 
seems to have all the charm of a suburban waste¬ 
land that’s located in the middle of fucking no¬ 
where. So what do you do there? You think about 
the prison-military-industrial complex police state 
and the finest expression of the residents of such a 
state: Scientologists. Elron’s utter hatred of Ger¬ 
mans is exposed, unless they where Nazis (who 
killed Communists and Psychiatrists). Doesn’t that 
make you want to shoot John Travolta? No trades/ 
reviews zines books comics videos music URLs/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Ilich 
Ramirez Sanchez, Experiment Alpha, 3200 Col¬ 
lege Road #24, Fairbanks, AK 99709-3729— 
Email: fstdg@aurora.alaska.edu—URL: http:// 
www.geocities.com/SunsetStrip/Palladium/9700/ 
(16 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/JP) 


OTHER ZINES 


W ACLU NEWS Vol. 61, #3, April ’97. This is the 
(ft newspaper of the local ACLU chapter, covering civil 
44 , rights news related to Northern California. Good news: 

The feds backing down on the medical marijuana issue 
l|| and the state of California must murder prisoners in 
public. Bad news: If you’re not white, don’t congregate 
^ in large groups or else y’all are a gang. Price:50C. 
f" Subs:$20 for 6. Elaine Elinson, ACLU of Northern 
“ California, 1663 Mission Street, Fourth Floor, San 
^■i Francisco, CA 94103 (4/tabloid/DTPed/JP) [58] 

HI ADBUSTERS Summer ’97. This bold and witty mag- 

U azine takes the advertising culture by the horns and rubs 
our noses in the bullshit. Each issue is chock-full of 
3a clever ad parodies (Like Joe Chemo for Joe Camel) and 
(A details from the front (for instance, billboard modifica- 
tion). Long articles explore related topics. In this issue 
J" the G-7 Summit and an explanation of inflation. 
O Price:$5.75. Subs:$18 for 4. Adbusters Media Founda- 
^ tion, 1243 W. 7th Ave., Vancouver, BC V6H 1B7, 
Canada (7 2/standard/professional/TOM) 

“ ADOBE JOURNAL #13. This big magazine focuses 


on constructing livable dwellings out of compressed 
earth, adobe, and other natural, sustainable materials. 
This 64-page double issue is filled with informative 
articles on domed adobe religious monuments, the 
adobe/earthen homes of New York State, creating a 
French-Canadian mud bread oven, and original patents 
for adobe buildings. Price:$10. Subs:$20for 4. Micha¬ 
el Moquin, Adobe Journal, P.O. Box 7725, Albuquer¬ 
que, NM 87194 (64/tabloid/professional/RS F) [56] 
AMERICAN WINDOW CLEANER #62, June ’97. A 
very personable trade journal dedicated to the craft of 
window cleaning. There’s naturally lots of ads, but the 
articles are informative and well written. This time they 
explain how best to work with little kids, how to set up 
drop zones, and what to do if someone sets up a business 
with the name you’re already using. Price:$6. Subs:$35 
for 6. AWC, 27 Oak Creek Road, El Sobrante, CA 
94803. Loves trading. (36/standard/professional/RSF) 

[56] __ 

AQUARIAN ALTERNATIVES #221, August ’97. 
Millennium fever can be found in Aquarian Alterna¬ 
tives and Peter de Jager describes the problems with 
modifying computer software to accommodate the year 
2000. An interesting point is how this deadline cannot 
be extended for anyone or any company. Once it hits 
January 1st, the system must be adapted or the system 
will shut down. Price:$1 + SASE. Subs:$25 for 12. 
Aquarian Research Foundation, 5620 Morton St., Phil¬ 
adelphia, PA 19144. Loves trading. (10/standard/rough/ 

RSF) [61]_ 

ARDELL WELLNESS REPORT #46, Spring ’97. 
An unusual health newsletter that reflects the personal 
views of Donald Ardell. He’s critical of both Western/ 
scientific and altemative/holistic approaches to treat¬ 
ment and instead just focuses on healthy lifestyles. Lots 
of good writing here but the main feature covers “a 
wellness perspective on relationships. ” It’s a thoughtful 
article that many people can gain from. Subs:$25 for 4. 
Donald B. Ardell, 9901 Lake Georgia Dr., Orlando, 
FL 32817 (8/tabloid/professional/RSF) [59 ] 

AT-HOME DAD #13, Spring ’97. Peter’s zine offers 
advice, anecdotes, and networking for “at-home dads” 
that tends toward the gentle end of the spectrum. 
Dealing with stress on your marriage, a couple of 
home-based businesses (including disc jockey on week¬ 
ends), and unexpected victories with a child suffering 
from a neurological disorder. My favorite part was how 
to make your own silly putty. This issue also comes 
with the At-Home Dad Network, a listing of almost 200 
fathers across the country. No trades. Price:$l + 
SASE. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. Peter Baylies, 61 Bright- 
wood Ave., North Andover, MA 01845 (8/offset/ 

standard/D TPed/MS) _ 

AXIS EUROPA MAGAZINE #12, August ’97. Mu¬ 
noz delves deep into the annals of military history to 
publish the stories of WWII’s unknown factions. This 
time there is a rundown of the Latvian Axis battalions, 
the Italian East African campaign, and the Firsthand 
reports from a Finnish veteran of the Winter War. 
Price:$6. Subs:$20 for 4. Antonio Munoz, 53-20 207th 
St., Bayside, NY 11364 (36/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

[61] __ 

BABY ART #11, April ’97. Trevor Brown has created 
this newsletter for promoting his unusual doll postcards 
and other work. Lots to report on, including his art 
being used by Blast First. Trevor Brown, 206 copo aoi. 
4-13-11, Kichijoji Higashicho, Musashino City, To¬ 
kyo, 180, Japan (2/standard/rough/RSF) [5 6] 
BANANA LABEL TIMES #4. A serious newsletter 
for people who collect the little sticker labels found on 
bananas. There’s a lot more variations than what ap¬ 
pears on first glance. Many labels state the country of 
origin, while others have tiny codes indicating all sorts 
of different thing. This issue features an interview with 
Thomas Anker Jorganen, a Danish collector who cur¬ 
rently has about 1,300 banana labels. Subs:$12.95 for 
4. George Griffin, B.L.T., P.O. Box 159, Old Town, 
FL 32680 (6/standard/DTPed/RSF) [60] 

BITE ME! A brief monthly newsletter for fans of the 
Extreme Canadian Championship Wrestling league!!! 
The new tag team with Oly the Shooter Olsen and Frog 
Terry Tomko! Interview with Silverspoon! Raw and 
uncensored! Too many exclamation points!!! Price:$l .50. 
Subs:$12. Stuart Kemp, Box 31004, St. Johns PO, Port 
Moody, B C V3H 4T4, Canada (6/standard/ro ugh/CWB) 
BLADE ROPE #3, May ’97.1 have no idea what this 
is about. It appears to be a spoof on wrestling, but 
maybe the ESW is some kind of wrestling performance 
art or S/M show. In any case it encourages “total and 
complete violence and lawlessness” from its fans and 
apparently hopes to bring Human Cockfighting back to 


San Francisco. Price:$l. Subs:$6 for 6. Peter Hinds, 
P.O. Box 786, Millbrae, CA 94030 (6/standard/rough/ 

CWB) __ 

BLUEPRINT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE Vol. 49, #10, 
June ’97. Always a thoughtful read, this time the 
Blueprint explores techniques for empowering older 
people around the world. What’s most interesting about 
this essay is how the lifespan and power of older people 
vary so greatly around the world. Price:free/donation. 
Subs:$6 for 10. Loyola Twomey Center, Loyola Uni¬ 
versity, Box 12, 6363 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, 
LA 70118-6195. Loves trading. (8/standard/polished/ 

RSF) [59]__ 

BOOK FIEND #1. Brief retelling of Andy’s obsession 
for magazines added to an already unchained mania for 
buying remaindered books. He visits his local megas¬ 
tore after hours to go through their stripped magazines 
in the garbage and makes off with carloads of free 
reading. Price:the usual. Andy Jaysnovitch, P.O. Box 
32399, Newark, NJ 07102. Loves trading. (5/standard/ 

rough/CWB)__ 

BOYCOTT QUARTERLY #14, Summer ’97. We 
finally get some good news in the global economic 
landscape as Pepsico finally pulls out of Burma. Now 
starving, broke, vegans can get their Taco Bell Fix 
without feeling guilty (just a little nauseous after eating 
their food). INFACT’s next challenge...taking on the 
tobacco companies. Read all about this and hundreds of 
other boycotts. Price:$5. Subs:$20 for 4. The Boycott 
Quarterly, P.O. Box 30727, Seattle, WA 98103-0727 

(42/standa rd/polished/RSF) [61] _ 

THE BRITISH POSTCARD COLLECTORS #61, 
Autumn ’97. While there’s a huge collectors market in 
high-priced postcards, these folks are in it just for the 
fun. Instead of pages of ads, most of the zine is devoted 
to fascinating articles that explore world history through 
postcards. This issue features an essay on the postcards 
of FAGA who illustrated significant events in British 
history. There’s also an illustrated piece on the wood 
engraving of Thomas Bewick. Price: £2/$4 cash. Ron 
Griffiths, 47 Long Arrotts, Hemel, Hempstead, Hert¬ 
fordshire, HP13EX, U.K. (28/digest/DTPed /RSF) [61] 
BUILDING BURNING MAN Summer ’97. Some 
changes for this year’s Burning Man celebration. It was 
moved to a private site with tighter control over the use 
of automobiles and personal fires. The best way of 
keeping on top of things (before it’s too late) is to get a 
copy of this newsletter. Price:free. Stewart McKenzie, 
Burning Man Project, P.O. Box 420572, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94142-0572 (6/standard/DTPed/ RSF) [56] 
THE BULLET Vol. 14, #1, July ’97. I had forgotten 
all the stars who graced the set of The Andy Griffith 
Show until I read this. This fanclub newsletter is 
surprisingly polished and extensive, giving the latest 
for Ron Howard, Jim Nabors, Don Knotts, George 
Lindsey, and of course Andy himself. Profiled in this 
issue is Maggie Peterson-Mancuso and Denvery Pyle. 
Subs:$10 for 3. TAGSRWC, 9 Music Square South 
Suite 146, Nashville, TN 37203-3203 (24/standard/ 

polished/R SF) [61] _ 

CELEBRITY HOME ADDRESS NEWSLETTER 
Vol. 16, #3, June ’97. This top-notch newsletter is 
chock full of celebrities’ home addresses where you can 
send them photos and stuff asking for autographs. It’s 
informative, but slightly disturbing, finding out the 
home addresses for all these famous celebrities. A 
popular feature, “Photo for Sure,” lists celebrities who 
will most certainly send a signed photo (or reasonable 
facsimile thereof)- Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 6. Michael 
E. Johnson, 862 Thomas Ave., San Diego, CA 92109- 
3940. Sele ctive trades. (8/standard/DTPed/ RSF) [60] 
CHAFF Vol. 2, #2, 1997. Finally some straight shop 
talk on varietal coffees and home roasting. If you know 
the difference between Yemeni Mocha and Kenyan 
AA, or want to, this is the place. This one has an 
informative article on the quality and availability of 
Costa Rica estate coffees. Who would have thought that 
home roasting would be as easy as popping a handful of 
beans into Presto hot air popcorn maker. Price:$4. 
Subs:$15 for 4. Robert Piacente, Center Media Pub¬ 
lishing Co., 47-37 245th Street, Douglaston, NY 11363. 
Selective trades. (6/standard/DTPed/RSF) [56] 
CHOKEHOLD #73, July ’97. Lace LeVine writes 
columns, runs a radio program, and publishing this zine 
on professional wrestling. He’s been checking out a lot 
of live matches these days and was quite impressed with 
the Nitros. Some really fine writing. Lance complained 
about the huge trend in cigarette bonus prizes and wrote 
an appreciative piece about “Chicks We Dig.” 
Price:$l .50. Lance LeVine, 507 W. 43rd Place, Chica¬ 
go, IL 60609 (10/standard/rough/RSF) [55] 




























COMET DEBRIS #1, February ’97. Koji reveals all 
the wonders of Japanese culture and vintage outer space 
toys. Have you seen the newest Sanrio character Kappa 
no Kappi? He or she is based on the water fairies of 
Japan who can be either good or naughty. When they 
are at their crudest, they like to disembowel their 
victims by pulling their guts out through their anus. 
When they’re nice they help you plant rice. Price:$l. 
Koji Harmon, 308 Westwood Plaza Box 446, Los 
Angeles, CA 90024. Loves trading. (28/digest/DTPed/ 

CWB) _ 

COMMUNITIES #95, Summer ’97. Produced as a 
clearinghouse for information on intentional communi¬ 
ties and co-operatives, it also includes heartening arti¬ 
cles that applaud their successes. This intriguing issue 
explores architecture and design and how to construct 
buildings that are aligned with nature. The photos are 
most interesting, showing the construction of many 
unique buildings. Price:$5. Subs:$18 for 4. Communi¬ 
ties, 138 Twin Oaks Rd., Louisa, VA 23093 (80/ 

standard/p rofessional/RSF) [61] _ 

COOK & TELL Vol. 15, #10, January ’97. A simple 
yet joyful foodzine with an emphasis on food that’s 
wholesome and tasty. Karyl tells us the shocking news 
that her kitchen is not the dream kitchen we all imaged 
she would have—it’s actually quite small, but found to 
be surprisingly effective over the years. Our cooking 
lesson today is on limes and the many ways they can be 
used. Subs:$16 for 10. Karyl Bannister, Love’s Cove, 
P.O. Box 363, West Southport, ME 04576 (12/half- 
legal/rough/RSF) [60] 

COOK/SPEAK #15, June ’97. This strikingly de¬ 
signed zine is filled with impassioned tales about food 
and life. It starts off with a little tale about morels. The 
main feature is a great, long piece about rhubarb, 
covering everything from its history to the many things 
that can be created with it (besides pie). Price:$4. 
Subs:$24 for 6. Sharon Parquette Nimtz, P.O. Box 155, 
Wallingford, VT 05773 (10/standard/DTPed/RSF) [60] 
COPWATCH REPORT Spring ’97. A vital newslet¬ 
ter that documents incidents of police brutality in 
Berkeley and across the country. A bit of good news as 
a Berkeley task force recommends that the police 
discontinue use of pepper spray. Of course it not 
because the police routinely misuse the dangerous 
weapon, it’s for fear of financial liability that the city 
might incur through lawsuits. Price:Donation/$l. 
Subs:$20 for 4. Copwatch, 2022 Blake Street, Berke¬ 
ley, CA 94704. Loves trading. (12/standard/DTPed/ 

RSF) [58] _ 

COURT AWARENESS Vol. 3, #3, Summer ’97. A 
simple, but uplifting newsletter for players and fans of 
women’s basketball. They offer lots of advice for up- 
and-coming players like the lead article which details 
what happens after you get an offer to play college 
basketball . They also describe the best way of dealing 
with criticism and picking the best basketball shoes. 
Price:free. Subs:$10 for 4. Jan Travers, Jan Travers 
Publishing, 2177 Carol Drive, Harrisburg, PA 17110- 

3604 (8/st andard/polished/RSF) _ 

CRAZED NATION Vol. 2, #2. Crazed Nation is a 
somewhat political publication that covers abuses in the 
psychiatric industry from a more personal viewpoint. 
David’s main focus in on the dehumanizing use of 
mechanical restraints on mental patients. There’s an 
emotional story from David’s sister, Mary, who told us 
her story of being placed in restraints. Price:2 stamps. 
David Kime, 251 S. Olds Blvd. Apt. 84-E, Fairless 
Hills, PA 19030-3426. Loves trading. (5/standard/ 
rough/RSF) [61] 

CRITICAL ANGLES Vol. 6, #1, Spring ’97. In this 
issue of Critical Angle Joan Freese presents a rundown 
of the arts-oriented zines of the Twin Cities area. She 
focuses on just a few zines, Gig, Pulse, Chorus, Two 
Cities, and Performance, but it’s a nice overview. I 
never heard of any of these, which just goes to show 
how many zines there are out there. Subs:$15. Center 
for Arts Criticism, 2822 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapo¬ 
lis, MN 55 408 (8/standard/DTPed/RSF) [5 5] 

THE DECADENT #7, Spring ’97. A fun, revolution¬ 
ary organization that supports feeding the capitalist 
monster until it’s fat, bloated, and choking on its own 
vomit. In this newsletter they propose to make April 7th 
World Phone in Sick Day so you can “destroy the 
monetary system at your leisure.” Price:$l. Subs:$4 
for 4. Decadent Action, BM Decadence, London, 
WC1N 3XX, U.K. Selective trades. (2/euro-standard/ 
DTPed/RSF) [58] 

DECALCOMANIA #147, July ’97. For the collectors 
of radio station promotional materials like bumper 


stickers and playlists. It may seem strange, but these 
large groups of collectors are very devoted and even 
have conventions and such. Russ Horton presents an 
essay about Canada’s long-lived CHUM radio, while 
Steve Thompson details what’s happening on Los An¬ 
geles radio. Price:$l. Subs:$10 for 12. Phil Bytheway, 
9705 Mary NW, Seattle, WA98117. Loves trading. (7/ 

standard/r ough/RSF) [57] _ 

DUPLEX PLANET #146. No one theme here, just 
several intriguing questions with even more intriguing 
answers. “What’s your Favorite comic?” “Did you 
ever want to just run away from everything?” “Did you 
ever fix up an old house?” Price:$2.50. Subs:$12 for 6. 
David Greenberger, P.O. Box 1230, Saratoga Springs, 
NY 12866 (16/digest/pol ished/RSF) [61] 

ECHOES MAGAZINE Vol. 6, #1, Summer ’97. This 
fun magazine explores 20th Century design from the 
’30s to the ’60s. This one has a fascinating article on 
Italian costume jewelry. The ads are just as compelling 
as the texts, offering everything from deco tea sets to a 
1962 office building. Price:$6. Subs:$18.95 for 4. The 
Echoes Report, P.O. Box 2321, Mashpee, MA 02649 
(63/standa rd/professional/RSF) [57] 

ELECTRIC INK Vol. 2, #4, August ’97. Surfboading, 
snowboarding, skateboarding, freestyle BMX, and lots 
of fashion, all put together is a bright, colorful, pack¬ 
age. There’s a fun story about sk8ing pools in Hawaii; 
an overview of how toxins are closing beaches across 
America. August had interviews with Pennywise, So¬ 
cial Distortion, and Ali Goulet. Price:$1.95. Subs:$16.95 
for 12. Rob Mitchell, 16787 Beach Blvd. #636-FSF, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647 (80/mini/professional/ 
RSF) 

ELNA UPDATE #2, 1997. This newsletter of the 
North American Esperantists is always a fascinating but 
brief look at contemporary language issues. One article 
compares gender-free pronouns in English to their 
Esperanto counterparts. Others look at Ebonics, and the 
feasibility of a worldwide civilization. Price:$l???. 
Esperanto League for North America, P.O. Box 1129, 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 (4/standard/DTPed/CWB) [60] 
ERASER CARVER’S QUARTERLY Vol. 8, #31, 
Summer ’97. Lots of images of eraser carvings in this 
issue—many of them exploring the theme of “contem¬ 
plating the universe.” On the more practical side of 
things Mick offered tips for getting the best images onto 
paper from your carved erasers. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 
4. Mick Mather, P.O. Box 222, Clay, NY 13041-0222 
(16/digest/rough/RSF) [61] 

ESPERANTIC STUDIES #8, Spring ’97. A scholarly 
newsletter that raises questions about international lan¬ 
guages in the United Nations and elsewhere. It seeks to 
promote Esperanto, but is equally concerned with 
practical implementation and real solutions. Price Tree 
on request. Esperantic Studies Foundation, 3900 North¬ 
hampton St. NW, Washington, DC 20015 (4/standard/ 
DTPed/CWB) [55] 

FARMING UNCLE #67, Autumn ’97. A cross be¬ 
tween a turn of the century Sears catalog and the 
Farmers’ Almanac. Besides the massive volume of 
networking ads, there’s an informative article about 
drying and saving seeds. Price:4 stamps/$2. Louis 
Toro, P.O. Box 580118, Bronx, NY 10458-0711 (23/ 
standard/rough/RSF) [53] 

THE FOOD INSECTS NEWSLETTER Vol. 9, #3, 
November ’96. This long-standing newsletter promotes 
just what the title says; the study of insects as part of the 
human diet. Part anthropology, part entomology, and 
part uncharted cuisine, at least for most of us in the 
squeemish modern world. I was happy to see that the 
Newsletter incorporating actual recipes into its pages. 
This issue explains how to prepare cricket crisps and 
tempura cricket, as well as how to raise them in your 
home. Price:$1.50. Subs:$5 for 3 issues. Florence 
Dunkel, Dept, of Entomology, 324 Leon Johnson Hall, 
Montana State University, Bozeman, MT 59717-0302 

(12/offset/ standard/DTPed/CWB) _ 

FOODSERVICE UPDATE Vol. 5, #1, Winter ’97. 
The Vegetarian Journal offers this as a tipsheet for 
restaurant and institutional chefs who want to offer 
more meatless dishes. Featured piece is on adding a 
vegetarian cafe to health food stores while bulk recipes 
include mock chicken salad, Lebanese stew, and a 100- 
serving mountain of hummus. Subs:$20. The Vegetar¬ 
ian Resource Group, P.O. Box 1463, Baltimore, MD 
21203 (12/ standard/polished/CWB) [60] 

FREE CHOICE April ’97. FOREST is a British 
smoker’s rights group that publishes many informative 
pamphlets and fights for the rights of smokers world¬ 
wide. This is their main publication, which reports on 


recent successes and failures in the rights for people to 
smoke in public places. Lots of informative pieces in 
here, but the most intriguing piece is an analysis of the 
true costs of duty free shopping. Price:$l. Subs:$30 for 
6. Marjorie Nicholson, FOREST Ltd., 2 Grosvenor 
Gardens, London, SW1W ODH, U.K. Selective trades. 
(12/euro-standard/polished/RSF) [55] 

THE GAME MASTER #1, Summer ’97. If you think 
that Street Fighter is the greatest thing since apes began 
walking upright, you’ll be right at home in Jeff and 
Tav’s living room playing Nintendo and watching 
anime. They give long detailed accounts of the most 
popular characters, as well as reviews and lots of home- 
crafted muscle art. Price:$2. Jeff Worden, 2599 Sioux 
Ct., Rockford, IL 61109. Selective trades. (33/stan- 
dard/raw/CWB) * 

THE GENTLE SURVIVALIST #65, August ’97. A 
down-to-earth newsletter that urges us to simplify our 
lives and learn to be happier with less. The article on 
medical alternatives was a really balanced piece that 
raised many important points about medical treatment. 
There are also tips to avoid being a crime victim and 
some healthy recipes to try. Price:$2. Subs:$22 for 10. 
Laura Martin-Buhler, The Gentle Survivalist, P.O. 
Box 4004, St. George, UT 84770 (8/standard/rough/ 

CWB) [56]_ 

GPWN #45, June ’97. This detailed pro-wrestling 
newsletter is packed full of news, trivia, gossip, and 
statistics on the matches. They cover all the leagues— 
the WWF, WCW, ECW, USWA, and NWA. No 
photos, no ads, just 12 pages covering everything that’s 
happening, from recent championships to news of 
upcoming matches. They even fit in an interview with 
Dory Funk, Jr. Price:$2.50. Subs:$20 for 10. J. Steve 
Hicks, GPWN, P.O. Box 417, Addison, AL 35540 (12/ 
standard/rough/RSF) 

HERBAL VOICES Vol. 4, Summer ’97. A really 
great zine, completely devoted to herbal self-care and 
traditional medicine. This one offers tips for creating 
your own medicinal herbal formulas and tips for using 
milkweed. Price:$3. Subs:$ 12 for 4. Herbal Voices, 
3936 Mt. Bliss Rd., East Jordan, MI 49727 (14/ 
standard/polished/RSF) [60] 

HOME RECORDING QUARTERLY Vol. 1, #2, 
Winter ’97. This single-sheet newsletter is full of 
practical information for recording at home, in bars, 
etc. In this issue, tips on recording in a live situation, 
microphones, and Radio Shack. Price:SASE?. Matt 
Merta, Home Recording Quarterly, P.O. Box 2353, 
Dearborn, MI 48123 (2/broadsheet/rough/TOM) 
INTERCEPTED Vol. 12, #16, July ’97. A combina¬ 
tion apa and RPG, sorta like what you’ll find in an IRC 
or MUSE on the Internet. The party, as it were, has 
been going on for 12 years now, way before the popular 
growth of the Net. Members send in the dialogue and 
actions for their aliases. Imagine an RPG played out in 
the letcol of an old-timey sfanzine. Price:$2.50. Kay 
Shapero, 12536 Short Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90066. 
Loves trad ing. (10/standard/DTPed/JP) [56 ] 

ISLAND NEWS Vol. 27, #1, Winter ’96/’97. If you 
stranded on an uncharted desert isle, with no phones, no 
lights, no motor cars, you’d be happy as a clam to be 
getting this fanclub newsletter, a hefty publication that 
expertly covers everyone’s favorite ’60s sitcom, Gilli- 
gan’s Island. This one takes a look at Alan Hale, the 
Skipper, with three interviews—one from ’89, one 
from ’81, and one that dates all the way back to 1966. 
Price:$5. Subs:$20 for 5. Bob Rankin, Original Gilli- 
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gan’s Island Fan Club, P.O. Box 25311, Salt Lake City, 
UT 84125-0311 (20/standard/DTPed/RSF) [61] 
JULIE’S MULTI-RESPONDENCE March ’97. This 
is Julie’s exploratory philosophy of life that often boils 
down to living a simpler, quieter existence. She exam¬ 
ines the role that money, school, and stress play in our 
lives and encourages us to change self-pity into direct 
positive action. She is particularly interested in the role 
that food and nutrition play in our lives and explains 
how she is much happier now that she has transformed 
her ideas of dieting. Price:$2 cash. Julie Summers, 
P.O. Box 190, Philomath, OR 97370 (11/xerox/stan- 

dard/rough /CWB) _ 

JUST GOOD FOOD Vol. 6, #12, August ’97. A 
simple newsletter with an emphasis on recipes for.. .just 
good food. This August issue has some wonderful 
summertime recipes, but what I enjoyed most is John’s 
insightful discussion about the power of grilling. More 
summer recipes follow, with eggplant, jicama, and 
mushroom salads. Subs:$24 for 12. John Ryan, 1955 
W. Cornelia Ave., Chicago, IL 60657-1021 (8/stan- 

dard/DTP ed/RSF) [60] _ 

THE LASER DISK NEWSLETTER #156, August 
’97. Comprehensive reviews of the latest movies re¬ 
leased on video disk covering every aspect of the disks, 
from sound quality to letterboxing to the movie itself. 
They tell us about some great new releases, like an 
improved version of Orson Welles’ Kafka, a THX 
letterboxed Patton, and a DTS-encoded The Long Kiss 
Goodnight. Indispensable for disk collectors. Price:free. 
Subs:$35 for 12. The Laser Disk Newsletter, P.O. Box 
420, East Rockaway, NY 11518-0420 (20/standard/ 

DTPed/RS F) [57] _ 

THE LEAVES OF TWIN OAKS #84, Summer ’97. 
Twin Oaks is an intentional community in rural Virgin¬ 
ia. They recently celebrated their 30th anniversary and 
held a huge party joined by alumni from all over the 
world. In business news, Pier 1 Imports surprised them 
with a big order, so hammock manufacturing is in full¬ 
swing. Price .donation. Twin Oaks Community, Route 
4, Box 169, Louisa, VA 23093. Loves trading. (8/ 

standard/p ol ished/RSF) [59] _ 

LEFT BUSINESS OBSERVER #78, July ’97. An 
informative newsletter mixing news and financial anal¬ 
ysis with a strong left perspective. This one has a 
startling report on how the gap between the rich and 
poor was basically stable throughout the ’80s and didn’t 
really increase until the ’90s. Another disturbing report 
is about the bull market in prison privatization. 
Price:$2.50. Subs:$20 for 11. Doug Henwood, Left 
Business Observer, 250 W. 85 Street, New York, NY 
10024-321 7. Loves trading. (8/standard/DTPed /RSF) [60] 
THE LETTER EXCHANGE #42, Summer ’97. A 
vital publication that offers avid letter writers contacts 
with others who share that passion. All the listings 
include details of the writer’s interests so the potential 
contact can find the best match. There are also lots of 
reader letters that share the joys of letter writing. 
Price:$9. Subs:$20 for 3. The Letter Exchange, P.O. 
Box 6218, Albany, CA 94706 (32/digest/DTPed/RSF) 

[58] _ 

LININGTON LINEUP Vol. 14, #4, July ’97. Eliza¬ 
beth Linington wrote 90 books, mostly detective mys¬ 
teries, under various names like Anne Blaisdell, Lesley 
Egan, Egan O’Neill, and Dell Shannon. This fanzine 
explores her life and writing with lots of commentary 
and reprints of newly discovered works. Included here 
is a piece of hers from The Amateur Writer, published 
in 1939. Subs:$ 12 for 6. Rinehart Potts, 1223 Glen 
Terrace, Glassboro, NJ 08028-1315. Loves trading. 

(16/standa rd/rough/RSF) [57] _ 

LIVING FREE #104, August ’97. It’s becoming hard¬ 
er and harder to live free in these United States. Clarie 
Wolfe presented a list of unconstitutional legislation 
passed by the 104th Congress that are further restric¬ 
tions on our freedoms. Legislation such as 100 pages of 
“health care crimes,” a national database of employed 
people, and asset confiscation from any American who 
establishes foreign citizenship. Price:$2cash. Subs:$12 
for 6. Jim Stumm, Box 29, Hiler Branch, Buffalo, NY 
14223. Lo ves trading. (8/standard/rough/R SF) [61] 
LUNO Vol. 12, #5, May ’97. Short essays in support of 
broad social reform. I like the bit where they call the 
U.S. drug policy “zero tolerance for good judgment.” 
They also talked a lot about the state of schooling in 
Oregon. Price:$l + stamp. Subs:$10 for 10. Gene 
Lehman, 31960 SE Chin St., Boring, OR 97009. Loves 
trading. (1 0/standard/rough/RSF) [58] 
MACHINATION #52, August ’97. Not quite as outra¬ 
geous as the LA group, the Seattle Cacophony Society 
still comes up with plenty of fun events. Recent events 


include public outdoor formal dancing, a game of 
“mondo croquet,” and the big “yard sale scavenger 
hunt and bad art search.” Price:2 stamps. Subs:$10 for 
12. Seattle Cacophony Society, 923 27th Ave., Seattle, 
WA 98122 (4/half-legal/DTPed/RSF) [59] 

MAXINE’S PAGES #41, June ’97. Instead of cover¬ 
ing politics, this issue of Maxine’s Pages features 
“Recipes from Grandmother. ” It’s a collection of house¬ 
hold recipes for things like antiseptic mouth wash made 
from water, salt, sage, Tabasco, and aspirin. Grand¬ 
mother also offered instructions for making temporary 
skin out of egg whites and glycerin and a concoction for 
keeping bugs at bay. Price:$l + SASE. Elaine Long, 
P.O. Box 792, Franklin, GA 30217-0792. Selective 

trades. (2/ standard/rough/RSF) [58] _ 

THE MONOLITHIC DOME ROUNDUP February 
’97. Regular company newsletter that keeps “domestead- 
ers” abreast of new construction techniques and in- 
house models. Resourceful reading, but the articles are 
often just Monolithic ads in disguise. Subs:$9.95 for 6. 
Monolithic Constructors, P.O. Box 479, Italy, TX 
76651 (16/ tabloid/polished/CWB) [54] 

MR. HANDY PERSON Vol. 5, #2, Spring ’97. Mark 
is a perfect example of someone who started with a 
passion for his work, eventually Finding fame (if not 
fortune) through his growing popularity. His household 
handyman columns are now appearing in thirty newspa¬ 
pers and of course he’s still publishing the zine. This 
issue is a bit short on actual tips, and instead concen¬ 
trates on Mr. Handy Person’s personal life: his life at 
home, his life with two cats, and his frustration with 
city taggers leaving their marks all over his outdoor 
bench. No trades. Price:$5. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. 
Mark A. Hetts, 584 Castro Street Suite 421, San 
Francisco, CA 94114 (14/offset/standard/DT Ped/CWB) 
MUSEA #58, August ’97. With his cantankerous, 
opinionated style Tom Hendricks critiques the chang¬ 
ing landscapes that make up the art and media world. 
What I like best about it is his anti-corporate attitude 
that is exemplified in his essay on micro-broadcast 
radio that appeared in issue #57. Issue #58 has a huge 
rant about capitalism and how it creates and concen¬ 
trates power. Price Tree. Subs: $6 for 6. Tom Hen¬ 
dricks, 4000 Hawthorne #5, Dallas, TX 75219. Loves 
trading. (8 /half-legal/rough/RSF) [61] 

NEW WAVE WRESTLING #28, April ’97. Michael 
and Roma O’Hara fill their magazine with lively arti¬ 
cles, wrestler rankings, penpal listings, lots of pictures, 
and a bunch of color posters in the center. Last issue 
featured an interview with TAZ and a nostalgic look 
back at the wrestler Dr. Jerry Graham who passed away 
on January. This one has interviews with Tito Santana 
and “Flying” Fred Curry. Price:$5. Michael O’Hara, 
Combat Sports, P.O. Box 651, Grade Station, New York, 
NY 10028 -0006 (54/standard/professional/R SF) [55] 
NEW WORLD RISING #29, Summer ’97. For as 
long as I can remember New World Rising has been 
acting as a central meeting point for hippies. Dead¬ 
heads, environmental activists, and members of the 
Rainbow Family. They seemed to have cleaned up their 
design a bit and included lots of nutritional statistics and 
resources in this issue. Price:2 stamps. Moonwater, 
P.O. Box 27773, Providence, RI02907. Loves trading. 

(12/tabloid /raw/RSF) [59] _ 

NIZAGAMAH #20, ’97. A”contact-zine” full of ads 
for zines, tape labels, independent music projects and 
more. There is also promotion of the diverse efforts of 
the Hahamandad Foundation to promote underground 
culture, free tapes for radio programs, a multimedia 
library and VHF-pal productions. Hahamandad Foun¬ 
dation, Westraat 38, 4571 HM Axel, Netherlands (24/ 

digest/ rou gh/TQM) _ 

NOCIRC NEWSLETTER Vol. 11, #1, Spring ’97. 
An informative newsletter on the problems and contin¬ 
ued proliferation of routine male circumcision. Lots of 
good news as they report on progressive medical liter¬ 
ature that questions this continued practice. Subs:$2 for 
4. National Org of Circumcision Info, P.O. Box 2512, 
San Anselmo, CA 94979-2512 (8/standard/polished/ 

RSF) [56]_ 

THE NOODLE #1, April ’97. Both an homage to, and 
a rip-off of, the other Canadian bowling zine, Poodle. 
Noodle is a slender zine about everyone’s favorite non- 
contact sport. The first issue starts off with a reprint 
from 1943 about the popularity of bowling. It’s a hoot 
of vintage journalism. There are also notes on the 
editor’s bowling league, the Misspent Youth Under¬ 
ground Bowling League. Selective trades. Price:$l or 3 
stamps. Subs:$2 for 2 issues. Ryan Bigge, 11623 90th 
Ave., Delta, BC V4C-3H5, Canada (8/brochure/rough/ 
MLW) 


THE OTHER ECONOMY #5, May ’97. Similar to 
Left Business Observer, this one is even more radical¬ 
ly outspoken in its critiques of the economic system and 
explanations of what’s really going on. There’s a good 
discussion of how the media always reports economic 
news from a business perspective, ignoring how the 
latest reports effect the working wage earner. Price:SASE. 
The Other Economy, P.O. Box 286, Riverside, IL 
60546. Sel ective trades. (3/standard/rough/ RSF) [60] 
PERFORMER’S AUDIO #1. A glossy magazine for 
musicians who take their equipment seriously. Totally 
for wireheads, it’s filled with schematics, modification 
guides, construction diagrams, and ads for the finest 
tube-driven equipment. It’s not all old-tech, as this 
premier issue also features a guide to using MIDI. 
Price:$3.95. Subs:$19.95 for 12. Audio Amateur Corp., 
305 Union St., P.O. Box 876, Peterborough, NH 
03458 (46/ standard/professional/RSF) 

POKER TIPS Vol. 8, #3, June ’97. A bi-monthly tips 
sheet for the casual or serious poker player. He explains 
the importance of observation in playing an effective 
game of poker. Price:$l. Subs:$7 for 6. Edwin “Tony” 
Wuehle, IH3PA, 220 E. Flamingo Rd. #127, Las 
Vegas, NV 89109 (2/standard/rough/RSF) [57] 
PREMIER TELECARD MAGAZINE Vol. 5, #3, 
June ’97. Combination hobby/trade magazine exclu¬ 
sively devoted to prepaid calling cards. They showcase 
new designs from around the world—everything from 
the limited edition Oreo-shaped card to the series 
featuring Faberge eggs. All you need to know about 
buying, trading, and maybe even using these cards is in 
here. Price:$4.95. Subs:$24.95 for 6. BJE Graphics & 
Publishing, P.O. Box 2297, Paso Robles, CA 93447 

(46/standa rd/professional/CWB) _ 

RAGGED EDGE Vol. 18, #4, August ’97. This issue 
of Ragged Edge explores the visibility of disabled 
people and the dilemma of whether to hide one’s 
disability. There’s also a series of articles on Jack 
Kevorkian and how there is little debate on how his 
philosophies are effecting the battles of the disabled. 
Price:$3.50. Subs:$17.50 for 6. Ragged Edge, P.O. 
Box 145, Louisville, KY 40201 (36/standard/profes¬ 
sional /RSFH61]_ 

RIGHT ON REINA July ’97. A simply collection of 
classified and personal ads that seem to be designed to 
network white separatist skinheads. I think it’s pub¬ 
lished by a male prisoner. Price:SASE. Right As Reina, 
P.O. Box 476793, Chicago, IL 60647 (2/legal/rough/ 

RSF) _ 

RIGHT ON SCHEDULES #247, Summer ’97. Keith 
is fascinated with sports scheduling and collects sched¬ 
ule cards and stickers that list all the games in a season. 
Eight pages of detailed schedules for Women’s Pro 
Softball, World Team Tennis, Michigan Minor League 
Hocky, and indoor soccer. Price:$l. Subs:$10 for 12. 
Keith Gadbury, 204 N. Charro Ave., Thousand Oaks, 
CA 91320 (8/standard/rough/RSF) [57] 

RINGSIDE REPORTER Vol. 2, #9, January ’97. An 
interleague wrestling zine that delivers the news, blood 
feuds, and rumors, both inside the ring and out. Amaz¬ 
ingly comprehensive with a calendar of dates and 
feature stories on Vince McMahon and the rest of the 
heavyweights. John Miele, 1016 Old Post Rd. #2, 
Mamarone ck, NY 10543-3948 (10/CWB) 

ROLLER SPORTS REPORT Vol. 3, #28, July’97. A 
roller derby fanzine where in issue #26 they pay tribute 
to roller star Joan E. Weston-Scopas who recently 
passed away, lots of photos in issue #27—the Northern 
All-Stars, the Southern All-Stars, and Randi Whitman. 
A couple of interviews too, Patrick Schaefer and again, 
Randi Whitman. Number 28 has a big feature on the 
ASDA that includes plenty of photos of the games. 
Price:$3. Subs:$20 for 12. Martin Spencer, 17 Elm 
Place, Clifton Park, NY 12065. Loves trading. (20/ 

digest/DT Ped/RSF) [59] _ 

ROUGH DRAFT #131, August ’97. All the good stuff 
in San Francisco is hiding behind a secret veil of 
Cacophony, just waiting to be freed. Get a copy of this 
newsletter to find out where it all is. This one has some 
updates for long-time SF-Cacophonites—the “suburbs 
to nowhere” are finally being developed, the “freeway 
to nowhere” is being demolished, and the Bernal 
Heights dirt roads are being paved. Subs:$12 for 12. 
The Cacophony Society, P.O. Box 424969, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94142-4969 (2/standard/DTPed/ RSF) [61] 
RUNGH Vol. 3, #4. A nicely designed magazine for 
and about South Asian women artists. Particularly 
interesting is their in-depth look at South Asian themed 
periodicals. On the music side of things they talk to the 



































British/Asian band Cornershop and tabla player Ritesh 
Das. Price:$5. Subs:$20 for 4. Rungh Cultural Society, 
Box 66011, Station F, Vancouver, BC V5N 5L4, 
Canada. Loves trading. (38/standard/professional/RSF) 

[54] _ 

SATYA Vol. 3, #11, May ’97. A wonderful health and 
culture magazine with top-notch writing that mixes 
political investigation with consumer news. This one 
has an update on the McLibel trial, a expose on federal 
protection (or lack thereof) for farm animals, and a 
report on the future for urban gardens. Price:$2. Subs:$10 
for 12. Beth Gould, Stealth Technologies, Inc., P.O. 
Box 138, Prince Street Station, New York, NY 10012 
(24/standard/professional/RSF) [60] 

SHENANDOAH NEWSLETTER Vol. 24, #4, July 
’97. This basic newsletter offers resources, contacts, 
and intriguing essays for Native-Americans. It starts off 
with a short story from Lloyd Winter Chaser about the 
day before Little Big Horn. The rest is mostly calendar 
listings and such of interest to Native-Americans. 
Price:$1.50. Subs:$14.50for 12. Shenandoah Newslet¬ 
ter, 736 West Oklahoma St., Appleton, WI 54914 (22/ 

standard/r ough/RSF) [57] _ 

SIMPLE COOKING #51, February ’96. John wrote a 
surprisingly compelling essay about one of the least 
expensive and easiest food to prepare...dry toast. No 
butter or jam, just plain toast straight from the toaster. 
I love how he says “never use new bread for making any 
kind of toast as it eats heavy, and, besides, is very 
extravagant.” Price:$4. Subs:$24 for 6. John Thome, 
P.O. Box 8, Steuben, ME 04680-0008 (8/standard/ 
polished/RSF) [60] 

SOLAN AS SUPPLEMENT TO DWAN #2. More 
information about the woman who shot Andy Warhol, 
including an interview with director Mary Harron, 
bibliographical information on Solanas, and a letter 
from Lisa B. Falour about the Warhol crowd. Price:$2. 
Donny Smith, Box 411, Bellefonte, PA 16823 (20/ 

digest/LR)_ 

SONGWRITERS MUSEPAPER Vol. 12, #3, March 
’97. A publication of the Music and Arts Foundation of 
America, a non-profit group to help struggling song¬ 
writers. Interviews with other songwriters, technical 
tips, legal help, music news, and lots of ads. The 
featured interview is with Linda Perry of 4 Non Blondes. 
Subs:$19 for 12. Los Angeles Songwriters Showcase, 
P.O. Box 93759, Hollywood, CA 90093 (24/standard/ 

polished/RSF)_ 

SOUTHERN QUERIES Vol. 7, #1, February ’97. 
The most comprehensive source for information on 
genealogy I’ve seen. Mostly ads from readers seeking 
information on their family’s history. Price:$2. Subs:$24 
for 6. Southern Queries, P.O. Box 726, Durham, NC 
27702-0726 (55/standard/polished/RSF) [56] 

SPACE AUTOGRAPH NEWS #28, August ’97. This 
comprehensive newsletter is for those interested in 
collecting astronaut autographs. John Glenn is honored 
in this issue of Space Autograph News as being the 
most generous astronaut with his autograph. Michael 
even dubbed him the “Patron Saint of Space Autograph 
Collectors.” Lots of biographical information, com¬ 
ments, and prices for his autographs. Price:$4. Subs:$20 
for 6. Michael E. Johnson, 862 Thomas Ave., San 
Diego, CA 92109-3940. Loves trading. (10/standard/ 

DTPed/RS F) [55] _ 

SPECTRUM #55, August ’97. A publication for get¬ 
ting real information on heath—constructed as easy-to- 
read news summaries. New studies found vitamin E can 
improve the immune system; cattle growth hormones 
can cause reproductive system cancer; higher con¬ 
sumption of dairy products can actually contribute to 
osteoporosis (where it was previously thought would 
prevent it). Price:$3. Subs:$20 for 6. Roger G. Wind¬ 
sor, Spectrum Magazine, 3519 Hamstead Ct, Durham, 
NC 27707-2181 (36/standard/professional/RSF) [61] 
THE STEEL CROWN #5, March ’97. History buffs 
will love this chronicle of the South American Kingdom 
of Araucania. It describes the royal lineage, the strug¬ 
gle of the indigenous Mapuche people, and the roots of 
this nearly forgotten kingdom. Price:$5. Subs:$15. 
Daniel Morrison, P.O. Box 9033, Pittsburgh, PA 
15224 (36/standard/rough/CWB) [59] 

TALES FROM THE ZONE #72, July ’97. If you live 
in Los Angeles you’ve got to get on the list for these 
events. It’s the LA branch of the Cacophony Society, 
transforming the ordinary into chaos. Recent past events 
include an underground urban spelunking, a visit to 
Van Tassel’s Inegratron, a tour of East LA, and check¬ 
ing out the mass mating of the grunion Fish. Who would 
have thought that the City of Angels could be this much 


fun. Loves trading. Subs:$10 for 12 issues. Los Ange¬ 
les Cacophony Society, P.O. Box 291718, Los Ange¬ 
les, CA 90029 (2/xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

TOMB WITH A VIEW Spring ’97. Karrick’s zine 
devotes itself to historic cemeteries across the U.S. and 
presents a fresh, non-goth view of the sites. Onajide 
Shabaka explains his research into the graves of early 
black Americans and the subtle, half-hidden motifs of 
their stones. Nicely done, but $4 is mighty steep for 8 
offset pages, 5 of which is a calendar listing of walking 
tours. Price:$4. Subs:$15 for 4. Kaite Karrick, Tomb 
With A View, P.O. Box 24810, Lyndhurst, OH 44124- 

0810 (8/st andard/DTPed/CWB) _ 

THE UNDERWORLD #1. A new vampire zine that 
tries to cover the entire spectrum of vampire culture. 
There’s two pages of vampire club listings, a vampire 
quiz, a test to see if you’re a vampire, and resources and 
reviews of vampire books. J.C., 24700 McBean Park¬ 
way, Box EP-08, Valencia, CA 91355 (digest/rough/ 

RSF) _ 

VALLEY HORSE JOURNAL Vol. 4, #4, Fall ’97. 
This nicely printed tabloid features solid advice, non¬ 
fiction, photos, poetry, and atmospheric stories, all 
about horses. I really enjoyed Dana McDaniels’ piece 
about wild horses and how the U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management is failing in their task to care for the herds. 
Price:$2. Subs:$9 for 6. Mary Alice Webber, Valley 
Horse Journal, P.O. Box 665, Wilson, WY 83014-0665 
(12/tabIoid/professional/RSF) [60] 

VAMPIRE ARCHIVES #37, 19%. Jule Ghoul keeps 
track of all vampire references in books, TV, movies, 
and zines. It’s pretty comprehensive and should prove 
immensely satisfying for the vampire obsessed. Lots of 
discussion on the cancellations of Forever Knight and 
Kindered: The Embraced. To compensate for the lack 
of vampire TV, Jule listed plenty of vampire-themed 
books. No trades/reviews zines books comics videos 
music/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$ 18 for 4 
issues. Jule Ghoul, Vampire Archives, 2926 W. Leland 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60625-3716 (32/standard/DTPed/ 

RSF) _ 

THE VEGETARIAN JOURNAL Vol. 16, #4, August 
’97. A vital magazine that combines heath, good taste, 
and political ideals in promoting vegetarian eating. 
This summer issue offers tips for using cumin, a list of 
out-of-the-way vegetarian restaurants, ideas for eating 
more frugally, and some wonderful recipes for toma¬ 
toes. Subs:$20 for 6. The Vegetarian Resource Group, 
P.O. Box 1463, Baltimore, MD 21203 (34/standard/ 
professional/RSF) [61] 

VISTAS Vol. 4, #1, August ’97. Postcard collectors 
and mail artists will be right at home here. It’s a friendly 
and often historical look at postcards and the many 
unique forms they have taken over the years. Features 
on the Sambo’s restaurant series, auto dealer cards, and 
the history of stamper John McNamara. Price:$1.50. 
Subs:$9 for 6. Leslie Kay Radice, 1330 MacArthur Dr. 
#2715, Carrollton, TX 75007-4425 (8/standard/rough/ 

CWB) [61]_ 

WAGONS OF STEEL #12. The special “Mopar 
sucks” issue of the one and only drag-racing station 
wagon zine. Through top ten lists, vintage Chrysler 
ads, and a mini dictionary, the stalwart Mopar takes 
everything the boys can dish out. Off subject there’s a 
great visit to the Daddy Don Garlits museum in Florida. 
Price:$3. Wagons of Steel, P.O. Box 1435, Vashon, 
WA 98070 (36/digest/DTPed/CWB) [61] 

THE WALNUT TIMES #9, Summer ’97. News, 
interviews, and other fun stuff for fans of the Dick Van 
Dyke Show. This issue features a profile of Earle Hagen 
who composed the theme to the Dick Van Dyke show as 
well as the themes to many other TV shows. Nick at 
Nite fans will enjoy the bits on Sid Melton and Alvy 
Moore who had guest appearances on many shows 
including Dick Van Dyke. Price:$4.25. Subs:$17 for 4. 
David Van Deusen, P.O. Box 622, Slingerlands, NY 
12159 (10/ standard/polished/RSF) [60] 

WHIPPER SNAPPER NERD #5. An intriguing project 
from Elizabeth Meyer and Harrell Fletcher who work 
at an art center for developmentally disabled adults. 
Each issue features drawing, writing, and interviews. 
It’s somewhat reminiscent of Duplex Planet but a bit 
more raw and introspective. This issue is by and about 
Christopher Pike who seems to have a strong passion 
tot Star Trek. Price:$3. Creativity Explored, 3245 16th 
St., San Francisco, CA 94110 (24/half-legal/raw/RSF) 

[59] _ 

THE WHITE DOT #5, Spring ’97. A supportive zine 
for folks who want to reduce or eliminate the wasted 
hours spent watching television. Sue Tannehill wrote a 
sharp piece about children creating their own play and 


being given the time to discover things on their own, 
without TV or video games to entertain them. Price:$2. 
Subs:$8 for 4. Jean Lotus, P.O. Box 577257, Chicago, 
IL 60657- 7257 (12/standard/DTPed/CWB) [61] 
WILD FOODS FORUM Vol. 8, #4, August ’97. Who 
would have thought that the common milkweed could 
be so useful. Elizabeth Dyak explains how it can be 
used for textile, the shoots eaten like asparagus, and the 
buds cooked like cauliflower. Another useful plant is 
the cattail, and Christopher Nyerges explains the many 
things that can be done with it. Price:$2. Subs:$15 for 
6. Vickie Stufer, Wild Foods Forum, P.O. Box 61413, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23462. Loves trading. (16/stan- 
dard/polished/RSF) [60] 

WINE TRADER Vol. 18, #2. While Wine Trader 
doesn’t really review wines, but the highly opinionated 
commentary and advertisements make it noteworthy 
for serious wine drinkers. There’s a discussion about 
the possibility that wine can help prevent cancer and 
lots of letters that always argue the finer points of wine 
tasting. Price:$4. Subs:$18 for 6. Wine Trader, P.O. 
Box 1598, Carson City, NV 89702 (78/standard/pro- 

fessional/ RSF) [59] _ 

WORLD CITIZEN NEWS Vol. 11, #3, July ’97. 
Espousing its “one world one people” Internet-friendly 
platform of human rights, World Citizen News fur¬ 
thers its aim of forming a world body. Columns on 
women’s rights and the Citizens’ World Court, and 
more news on the WSA passports. This is the last paper 
issue before going web-only. Price:$2.50. Subs:$12 for 
6. World Citizen Foundation, 113 Church St., Burling¬ 
ton, VT 05401 (24/standard/DTPed/CWB) [60] 
WRESTLING CHATTERBOX #84, June ’97. This 
one is overflowing with news and gossip about the pro 
wrestling scene. Lots of regular columns and news of 
upcoming matches. Price:$2.50. Subs:$25 for 12. Geor- 
giann Makropoulos, 23-44 30th Drive, Astoria, NY 
11102-3253. Loves trading. (28/standard/rough/RSF) 

[59] _ 

WRESTLING PERSPECTIVE Vol. 8, #67. This 
long-running wrestling newsletter offers plenty of thought¬ 
ful commentary about the latest trends in professional 
wrestling. In this one David Skolnick explored the 
ramifications of the relationship between the WWF and 
Extreme Championship Wrestling. We also get an 
interview with Karl Von Hess. Price:$1.50. Subs:$18 
for 12. Paul McArthur, 3011 11th Street, Suite 101- 
197, Huntsville, TX 77340. Loves trading. (12/stan- 

dard/rough /RSF) [56] _ 

WRESTLING THEN & NOW #91, August ’97. 
Evan’s lively zine is filled with interviews, reprints, 
and memories of wrestling’s golden era. Nicely en¬ 
hanced and redesigned, this new issue has a bunch of 
photos that bring all that action to the forefront. Killer 
Kowalski offers lots of anecdotes of days gone by, 
Salvano Sousa talked with WT&N’s Bill Walkowitz, 
and Mike Mooney ham pays tribute to Dr. Jerry Gra¬ 
ham. Price:$2. Subs:$20 for 12. Evan Ginzburg, P.O. 
Box 640471, Oakland Gardens Station, Flushing, NY 
11364. Loves trading. (16/standard/polished/RSF) [59] 
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guide to rapid revolution 
a new zine - features on independent, diy 
projects (zines, books, music, movies, gardens, 
comics and more) | columns and commentaries | 
non-fiction stories | erotica | criticism of 
corporate culture and influence | reviews of 
zines, books, music, websites and more | 
featured artwork. Premiere issue available now. 
24 pages, 8.5" X 11", $2.50. 


Ij LorkinafS | working for the man] 


from behind the 


Hate your job? Hate your boss? Do you have to 
answer the phones when the receptionist goes to lunch? 
THEN YOU DEFINITELY WORK FOR THE MAN! This zine 
provides a much needed antidote to the doldrums of 
dealing with a bad boss and a dead-end job. 

Meet Jim, the do-nothing marketing guy; endure the 
banshee who fried bologna sandwiches; get to know Ms. 
Ming, the meanest boss ever; an ode to the wiener 
mobile boy; and much more! 

28 pages, 5.5" X 8.5", $2. 

checks payable to stroboscope I po box 460125, sf, ca 
94146 I scopeps.net I visit www.jps.net/scope 
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A little bit of everything in these zines. Personal 
stories, a little poetry, a page of reviews, some 
unique art, and of course those patented zine 
rants. All mixed up in traditional zine style. 

2% Homogenized 

The Journal of Sex, Politics, and Dairy Products 

#4. Phil puts together an uncompromising zine that reports on politics, 
personal topics, and Wisconsin lore, with a real flair for humor. Here he 
describes his move to Ashland to work with some Indian tribes and finds out 
the widespread prejudice against them. As usual, half the locals think the 
Indians are malingerers who milk the welfare system, while the other half 
thinks that they are whooping it up with stockpiled cash from the casinos. 
There’s also a daffy story of Mr. Yacub (donated from the Nation of Islam), 
Yugoslavian sightings of the Virgin Mary, and a handy guide to the cultural 
language of the Badger State. Loves trading/reviews zines/free to prisoners/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$l. Phil, P.O. Box 194, Fremont, 
OH 43420-0 194 (44 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) _ 

Agent Lame 

Revenge of the Nrrrds! 

#4, Spring ’97. Every page of Margaret’s zine is a hodgepodge of short 
articles, lists, and fun drawings. Instead of anything too serious or deep, we 
get some fun personal stuff and a slice of pop culture. The retail marketing 
of Pudding the Golden Retriever, the first Sanrio character physically able to 
defecate (through his wrinkly asterisk butthole), must have sent Seattle parents 
into a fever. When Margaret went back to the store where she first found him, 
Pudding was nowhere in sight. Then she tells us of the often overlooked career 
opportunities for women in the spy world, her take on porn, and her top 13 
“hunky dreamboats” including freaky kickmaster Crispin Glover. Selective 
trades/reviews zines music. Price:$l + 2 stamps. Margaret, 1941 E. Blaine, 
Seattle, WA 98112 (20 pages/xerox/standard/raw/C WB) 

ArtFuck 

#7, April ’97. Edited by Dan Strachota and Agustin Fuentes, this lively zine 
features off-the-wall poetry, thoughtful record reviews, and emotional 
comics. It starts off with an enjoyable tribute to Los Bros Hernandez and Love 
& Rockets. This two-page illustrated tale leads appropriately enough, into the 
comic reviews. Lots more good comics, including a story about a hipster who 
smokes too much crack and a tale of hanging out at San Francisco’s Club 500. 

I particularly like how the record reviews feature hand-drawn reproductions 
of the album covers. Selective trades/reviews zines books comics music. 
Price:$2.50. Dan Strachota, 347DivisaderoSt., San Francisco, CA 94117- 
Email: brogrimm@pacbell.net (32 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/3 times a 
year/RSF) ____ 

Backwash 

#7. Nostalgic pop culture at its best, with an emphasis on cartoons and 
blaxsploitation films. You have to love this issue’s Retro Ring battles—Mr. 
Rogers faces off against Buck Rogers, while the Fonz battles the Go-Bots for 
the title of ultimate cool. There’s also a new battle feature, Battle of the Band— 
Motley Crue and 2 Live Crew go at it, along with Ozzie Osborne and Joan 
Osborne. Over in the Soul Kitchen, editor Hartzman sinks his teeth into 
Blacula, Black Caesar, and Friday Foster (which featured everyone from 
Pam Grier to Scatman Coruthers to Jim Backus to Ted Lange). Musically, 
there’s interviews with the very popular Cibo Matto as well as Kip Winger 
(formally of Winger). No trades/reviews music/submissions wanted. Price:$2 
+3 stamps. Subs:$8 for 4 issues. Marc Hartzman, 204 3rd St., Apt. 1, 
Hoboken, NJ 07030—Email: mhartzman3@aol.com (48 pages/xerox/half- 
legal/DTPed/MLW)__ 

Bastard 

#3, May ’97. After just a few issues of Bastard, Rob has really found his 
voice. He prints sometimes controversial pieces (as evidenced by his growing 
hate mail) and especially loves submissions by readers about their run-ins with 
the cops. This issue has some unbelievable stories about narrowly avoiding 
arrest for possession of pot. You may never drive with your stash again after 
these perfectly tense stories of passing through customs, fooling the MPs, and 
avoiding the Georgian highway patrol. In this last piece, there is a huge lesson 
that needs repeating. If a cop asks out of the blue if he can search your car, 
plead a Nancy Reagan and exercise your right to just say “no.” There’s also 
Ralph Bruno’s list of states that criminalize various sex acts, some vague, 
some quite specific. I’d be staying out of the state of Kentucky if I were you. 
It seems that “unnatural carnal copulation” can get you arrested, no matter 
how much fun it must be. Don’t forget the previous issue that ran a great 
collection of encounters with mainstream religion as well as a brief (but 
excellent) interview with an inmate. Selective trades/reviews zines music/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$l cash. Rob Bastard, P.O. Box 
6822, New Albany, IN 47151-6822—Email: svest@iusmail.ius.indiana.edu 
(24 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 
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♦ Behave ♦ 

For Big Babies 

A thick publication that covers a lot of ground. Partly satirical, partly political, 
partly social commentary. The primary focus is on childhood, and how 
childish tendencies manifest themselves in adults. Whitey explores that 
extensively in his essay called “Who the Gentle People Are” where he 
critiques the culture of the ’60s baby boomer and how that generation grew 
into the Utne-reading, BMW-driving, necktie-wearing dominant social class 
that seems to eclipse everything else, including every generation that has 
grown up since them. He dubs this group “The Gentle People” but doesn’t 
offer that title as a compliment. In this 35-page section he offers “the gentle 
solution” which is to “kill the gentle people.” The brutal assessment even 
attacks the parents of the Gentle People and the defining Gentle People TV 
show in the piece “Why I Hate *£*#*.” Other essays in this thick 124- 
page issue include a funny look at how children’s hopes for the future often 
come true (in a perverted sort of way), a detailed 10-page look at the wartime- 
era artist George Grosz, a very cynical visit to the New Age Whole Life Expo, 
and notices on the death of corporate icons. Selective trades/age statement/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$5. Whitey Sims, 1850 Union St. Suite 1188, San 
Francisco, CA 94123 (124 pages/perfect-bound/standard/polis hed/RSF) 

+ Bread and Jamzine + 

#2, April ’97. Named for the endearing badger Frances and her book of Bread 
and Jam, Jane and M. put together this entertaining collection of rants and 
stories. Sometimes it’s quick-witted and sometimes wildly silly. Just the 
phrase “Lamb n’ Zine Fest” proudly displayed on the cover made me laugh. 
Inside it’s even funnier with a full day’s agenda of snacking, petting lambs, 
and finally letting loose the zinesters to run amok. Then co-publisher M. Sharp 
goes off on people who say they are doing “fine. ” She ponders whether people 
ever really feel thin and droopy (like the fine texture of hair) and whether it’s 
ever possible to feel “thick and full of body” if you are feeling more than fine. 
It’s really over the top with comic rage and had me laughing all the way to 
the end. Loves trading. Price:$2. Subs:$5 for 3 issues. Jane Kae, P.O. Box 
7253, Alban y, NY 12224 (10 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CW B) 

Buffalo Speedway 

#6. Highly charged collection of stories, comics, stickers, inserts, even 
fortune telling fish that crave the heat and moisture of your palm. Jenni 
reprints some of the many Christian kook rantings that she has seen plastered 
all over Chicago. She used to take them down and collect them until she saw 
one saying “Damn the person who steals this message.” Steve writes in with 
every fan’s fervent dream; he got to meet and speak to his celebrity idol, in 
his case Prince. Other folks describe their own brushes with fame such as 
stealing Bob Segar’s car, waiting on Steven Tyler at a chain bookstore, and 
having Madonna as a baby-sitter. Dave Wells’s minicomic insert was a 
creative portrayal of eighteen rounds of goofy golf. It’s simple and lightheart¬ 
ed and I completely loved it. Plus porcine etymologies and the weary life of 
a substitute teacher. Loves trading/reviews zines comics music/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$10 for 5 issues. Jennifer E. Grover, 
3477 N. Broadway Ave., Box 112, Chicago, IL 60657—Email: 
bufspeed@i x.netcom.com (64 pages/xerox/mini/DTPed/CWB ) 

Bus 6 

#6. While “Lunatic Fringe” is a good name for a zine, there’s currently five 
different zines all using that same name. I’m glad Laura decided to change the 
name of her zine, with this new name taken from her childhood school bus. 
Here zine she talks a lot about her life, the difficulties of being a woman in 
our male-oriented society, and what’s been going on at school. The last one 
had a personal essay where she told us how busy she’s been with her wide 
variety of creative projects. Quite disturbing are all the details of her struggles 
with doctors and medical ailments. But my favorite short piece is her “Ideal 
Jeopardy Categories” which include “Contents of the prop room,” “The X- 
Files,” “Douglas Coupland Novels,” and “My chemistry teacher is Satan.” 
In issue #6 she wrote more about music, talking about some of her favorite 
CDs, the records on her want list, and a road trip to check out the Newport 
Folk Festival. I also liked the essay on female TV characters and the tales of 
all her friends. Loves trading/reviews zines music. Price:$1 + 2 stamps. 
Subs:$6 for 6 issues. Laura Farrell, P.O. Box 71, Princeton Jet, NJ 08550- 
Email: Witc hBaby@aol.com (18 pages/xerox/standard/raw/RS F) 

Cake 

The Non-Music Music Zine 

#57. The Cake crew tackle something a bit more meaningful this time (though 
what could be more meaningful than toys or candy?) in this issue devoted to 
marriage. Lots of bands offer up their own opinions and experiences with 
weddings. Needless to say, most of them are pretty negative. Heidi and Jon 
of Mercy Rule describe how cool their weeding was; Kate Folds (who is 
married to Ben Folds of the Ben Folds Five) explains how strong their 
relationship is; and Hap Mansfield details what always goes wrong at 
weddings. Don’t miss the Cake wedding survey where they ask lots of 
musicians one of two sets of questions, depending on if they’re married or not. 
No trades/reviews zines music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. 
Subs:$15 for 6 issues. Bill Hamann, Cake, 2401 University Ave. NE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55418-3458—Email: cake@cakemagazine.com—URL: 
http://www.cakemagazine.com (42 pages/bound newsprint/tabloid/profes- 
sional/RSF) 
















theories and the story that Summer weaves includes government LSD dosing, 
nefarious experiments on mental patients, and a primal fear of Communism. 
Kelvin gives a personal reflection of pom (in print and on video), there’s a 
warm tribute to a local diner, and we get an all-new drinking/fondling game 
to play with randy friends. But turn to the back and.. .ugh! It’s more of those 
wretched mad-lib gag interviews with your favorite (or not) punk bands. 
Selective trades/reviews music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$1.75. 
Subs:$7 for 4 issues. Summer Stickney, P.O. Box 642634, San Francisco, 
CA 94164-2634—Email: summer@chickenisgoodfood.com—URL: http:// 
www.chicke nisgoodfood.com (60 pages/xerox/half-legal/DTP ed/CWB) 

Cholesterol Junkie 

#7, September ’97. Now that Nate is doing longer, more serious writing, his 
zine is taking a much better form. His “Brief History of Shit” was some solid 
research that traces wiping practices, the development of outhouses, and 
public sanitation from the Vikings down to our age of reading in the bathroom. 
Then he dashes the hopeful dreams of many feminists and Christian opponents 
when he uncovers that the widespread legend of Pope Joan is just a myth. Long 
section devoted to his high school teachers as well as his tale of pointless 
teenage vandalism and another profile of a TV preacher. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$1.50. Nate 
Gangelhoff, P.O. Box 116, Long Lake, MN 55356—Email: 
natecj@eart hlink.net (32 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

♦ Clumsy Spirit ♦ 

#2. A damn fine read in a rather innocuous package. It’s all put together in 
a haphazard style—mixing comics with personal stories and found artifacts. 
The results would be crap if it wasn’t for the fine writing that seems to be 
overflowing from these pages. Starting it off is an autobio comic story about 
pranking the Danny! show. This piece was a genuine surprise, as I read the 
exact same story as told by Damon’s friend Seth who went on the show with 
him. Check it out for yourself in Seth’s zine Drop Out (reviewed in F5 #61). 
That’s just the beginning as there’s pages and pages of compelling personal 
stories. We also hear about getting busted for shoplifting from Wal-Mart, 
slaving away at a sushi restaurant, a list of strange neuroses, and the story of 
Sam—a guy who had a bad habit of ordering pizzas and paying for them with 
bad checks. Price:$2. Damon Gallagher, 8013 HarcoutRd. #2, Indianapolis, 
IN 46260 (6 9 pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) _ 

+ Corvus + 

#6. This is an intriguing set of lists, newspaper reprints, and comics. It’s all 
thrown onto the page in random fashion to make for pretty light reading. What 
I liked most was the list of six memorable concerts that Dave attended from 
the ’60s to the ’80s. It’s not very often that a zine runs firsthand accounts of 
seeing Hendrix live or being in the audience for Dark Side-era Pink Floyd. 
Cool use of clip art and collage that makes for good design as opposed to just 
random crap. Loves trading. Price:$2 cash. Subs:$10 for 6 issues. Dave 
Hatton, 2659 Jackson Ave., Merritt, BC V1K 1B1, Canada (24 pages/xerox/ 
half-legal/ra w/CWB) _ 

Creatum Sinistra 

Solve et Coagu/a 

#2, May ’97. These two girls are into all the hip and sexy stuff that New York 
has to offer. When they’re not obsessing about their celebrity crushes, they’re 
describing the life of a teleporn model or maybe designing dream outfits for 
Xena to wear. Joi describes her repeated watchings of Donnie Brasco with 
dreamboat Michael Madsen playing the lead. To further the fantasy, now she 
has even taken to dressing like him. Then we hear about her meeting with 
spookmeister Glen Danzig and how her plans for an interview were thwarted. 
Fun descriptions of full-on dick scenes from the movies of Bruce Willis, 
Harvey Keitel, and Dennis Hopper. Loves trading/reviews zines books 
comics videos music/age statement/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Joi Be- 
hrend, 175 Fifth Ave. Suite 2136, New York, NY 10010—Email: 
sinistra@bway.net—URL: http://www.bway.net/'sinistra (30 pages/xerox/ 
standard/DT Ped/CWB) _ 

♦ Crush Duchess ♦ 

#2. Yay! We get right down to brass tacks as Paula starts us off with a story 
of eating maggoty meat. It seems that someone brought some shifty burgers 
to the company picnic and discovered the crawly little devils only after it was 
too late. From there, it’s a whirlwind of wrestling lore, learning Cherokee, 
and matching up the Spice Girls to the New Kids. The Hollywood suicides was 
one of the more unique and fascinating pieces. It profiles the almost unheard 
of casualties of the silver screen. Do you remember Karl Dane, a huge star 
of the silents who was reduced to selling hot dogs (hopefully ones that were 
maggot-free), or Florence Lawrence, who was burned in a stage accident and 
tragically killed herself by eating ant paste after her career was ruined? Paula 
also details the Hollywood men and women who killed themselves over love, 
or lack of it. Selective trades/reviews music/submissions wanted. Price:$2. 
Subs:$10 for 6 issues. Paula Ketcher, RR 1 Box 140, Stilwell, OK 74960- 
9801 (56 pa ges/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) _ 

Cygnals 

#9, Summer ’97. Scott mentions in his introduction that he is very leery of 
falling into the rut of the average zine with its routine clippings and fake 
horoscopes. He doesn’t have to worry about that as his energy for zining is 
obviously highly charged. The sixth grade diary excerpts brought back all the 
weirdness of middle school. Scott explains the vagaries of sex education and 


how he revealed to the class how girls masturbate when the teacher claimed 
not to know. Then it’s off to more important things like Estes model rockets 
and comic books before the girls hit hard two years later. Topping this off is 
a list of euphemisms for male masturbation (reminiscent of the list for women 
published in Blue Stocking), the authentic lyrics of the Macarena (check out 
Pocho for another version), a urinal social exam for men (that I flunked), and 
a refreshingly hostile interview with Ween. Selective trades/reviews music. 
Price:$3. Scott Simpson, Box 40024 Marlee Postal Outlet, 280 Viewmount 
Ave., Toronto, ON M6B 4K4, Canada—Email: cygnals@interlog.com— 
URL: http:// www.interlog.com/'cygnals/ (28 pages/xerox/half-legal /rough/CWB) 

♦ The Death of Sneech^ 

#6, Fall ’97. Lightweight zine with lots of Slurpee lore and convenience 
consciousness. Meegan is soon off to England for a year so I hope she’ll have 
lots to tell us about next time. “Do you think about mustard? Because I do.” 
Meegan shares her ideas on the mustard conspiracy that has left many smaller 
fast food chains without the once regal condiment. She also describes her love 
for the local 7-1 Is and then scoffs at the achievement of 16,516 outlets. “It 
would be a bigger accomplishment if one person named Frank Seven Eleven 
owned them all.” No trades/reviews music. Price:$l. Meegan Kearney, 6 
Walnut Ln., Barrington, IL 60010—Email: bunglegirl@aol.com (32 pages/ 
xerox/half-l egal/DTPed/CWB) _ 

♦ DeStucture ZineT 

#1. A very enjoyable zine with lots of different stuff from Kathy Burrows, a 
happily married mother who lives in “Des Moines, Iowa, a very cold, boring 
place.” She starts off her zine with an enjoyable tale of escaping the horrible 
snow-bound Des Moines winter for Sunny Florida. What makes this story so 
fun is that Kathy and Brian went down to visit Hal McGee who also wrote 
about their visit in HALzine (see review elsewhere in this issue). While 
HALzine is about music and Hal and Brian enjoy recording improv music, 
Kathy proclaimed that “there will be no talk of music in this zine for I am the 
queen and I proclaim it. ” Elsewhere in this issue Kathy tells us of her days 
workin’ the gas stations selling gas and lottery tickets. Things got really weird 
over there when some guy won 200 bucks on a scratch-off. Several days later 
the guy returned to play some more scratch-offs—only this time he was 
dressed as a woman. His visits became increasingly frequent, until Kathy had 
to quit because she became pregnant. It’s a fun zine and I hope to hear more 
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from Kathy after the birth of her child. Loves trading. Price:2 stamps. Kathy 
Burrows, 1258 East 25 St., Des Moines, IA 50317-2619 (28 pages/half-legal/ 
raw/RSF) _ 

♦ The Dolgon Chronicles ♦ 

A Journal of Provocative Mu sings 

01, February ’96. Who says all zine publishers are 20-year old unemployed 
slackers? Fred Dolgon is a 67-year-old unemployed slacker (actually he’s 
retired) and publishes this bi-monthly newsletter of observations and short 
personal tales. Folklore states that the older people get the wiser they become. 
In this case it’s true as Fred’s zine offers plenty of humanistic insight, often 
the exact thing missing from most youthful music fanzines. He wrote about 
the historical dating of great events, the melancholy that may arise in a lonely 
walk, and his incredible battle against a heartless company that fired him in 
an obvious case of age discrimination. Subs:$25 for 6 issues. Fred Dolgon, 
P.O. Box 27, Starrucca, PA 18462 (12 pages/ 
xerox/stand ard/rough/RSF) _ 

Don-O’s Odds & Ends 

05, April ’97. This zine is reserved for anything 
that strikes Don’s fancy at the time, and his fancy 
seems to be focused on that horrible ’80s movie 
Xanadu. I’m not quite sure if Don loves or hates 
that film but he’s certainly been keeping up with 
everything related to it, including Olivia Newton 
John, ELO, and the attempts to reissue the 
soundtrack on CD. After getting that over with he 
gets back to his long-standing obsession with 
Southern California architecture. Inside this issue 
you’ll find eighteen sketches of unique Southern 
California buildings that may have been remod¬ 
eled, are still standing, or completely fictional. 

Selective trades/reviews zines comics music. 

Price:$l cash. Don Fields, 1508 Faymont, Man¬ 
hattan Beach, CA 90266 (28 pages/xerox/digest/ 

DTPed/RSF)_ 

Double Negative 

#13. I’ve been wearing a Double Negative T-shirt 
for years without ever having read an issue. Now 
that I finally get one to review, I’m much im¬ 
pressed. Jeff delivers a nice scattering of topics, 
doing each piece up with a great eye for design and 
enough detail to make it worthwhile. I totally 
loved the pics from last year’s Cycle Messenger 
Championship held here in San Francisco. They 
show all the fun of the championship games, 

Critical Mass, and even the clothing-free ride 
home from the beach. Interview with artist Josh 
Hinchey was great, as were the sometimes dreamy 
photos and loose thoughts. Offset printed so that 
all the detail of the art and photos comes out 
perfectly. Selective trades/reviews zines/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2 + stamps. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Jeff Wiesner, 1026 Arch Street, 
2nd fl, Philadelphia, PA 19107—Email: doublenegative@soon.com (40 
pages/offset /half-legal/DTPed/CWB) _ 

♦ Experiement ♦ 

#1. This is off to a fun start. It’s mostly a play on odd products like the majestic 
El Camino and the Flubber-like marshmallow topping from Kraft. Best of all 
were the reviews of obscure snack foods. Thomas reviews something called 
“homeboy raspberry-lime flavored soda” (which was quite good) and the “It’s 
a candy bar” (which sports a nifty Voltaire quote on the side). He also gets 
into the corporate letter shtick by writing to several national brands. For his 
worries over fruit pie maker Mrs. Freshley and that upstart Aunt Hannah, he 
was rewarded with over 60 snack treats in a Fed Ex box. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Thomas Moore, 
Larose Gardens Apt. D-3, Glens Falls, NY 12801 (32 pages/xerox/digest/ 
raw/CWB) _ 

♦ Fantasy Cat ♦ 

#2. A fun zine that’s totally honest in its teenage confessional stories. Nothing 
too shocking—no bizarre sex or near-death experiences, just wonderfully 
compelling stories about crushes on boys and a taste for rebellion. It starts off 
with a great tale of becoming obsessed with a boy who works at a gas station. 
Jenny Boe told us how she “continued to go there to make feeble contact with 
him under the pretension of buying gas.” The obsession continued to grow 
until she decided to write a song about him called “Gas Station Boy.” 
Naturally he had a girlfriend. On top of that, “there were about 10,000 other 
girls who had a crush on him.” I also loved Jessica and Christine’s tales of 
the Seattle tattoo scene and their experiences getting tattoos. Price:2 stamps. 
Deborah Suelzle, 1629 1/2 14th Ave., Seattle, WA 98122—Email: 
catasy@juno .com (xerox/digest/rough/RSF) _ 

Fecal Forces Zeen 

#6. Reminiscent of Sivullinen in that it’s full of resource listings from all over 
Europe. Random notes, music profiles, and networking fill the pages helter 
skelter. If you don’t speak Croatian, don’t worry as FFZ is entirely in English. 


There are many briefings on bands from former Yugoslavia, France, Iceland, 
Germany, Lithuania, and England that give a wonderful diversity to the music 
coverage. There are also articles on using the Siberian agaric toadstool to get 
high, bizarre Christian teachings on sexuality, and Wilhelm Reich’s cancer 
theory. Unlike many music and networking zines, this one takes a very 
positive and open approach to sexuality. No trades/reviews zines. Price:$4. 
Boris “Kukatz” Milakovic, Sv. Duha 30, 34000 Pozega, Croatia (24 pages/ 
xerox/euro-standard/rough/CWB) 

Feedback 

#22. Angela and her pals give this zine a fairly wide voice. They write about 
local stuff, with some politics and music thrown into the mix. The story of 
Nebraska environmentalist Buffalo Bruce was an interesting piece. He 
described how state agencies not only act maliciously towards the ecosystem 
but sometimes with complete ignorance of the basic facts. There is also a 
powerful statement on the effects of our public 
lands policy that is enough to make almost anyone 
swear off beef. On the music scene, Kevin graph¬ 
ically illustrates the various contingents of the 
punk scene, hoping to answer the age old question 
of whether or not punk is dead. Fiction and poetry 
complete the offerings. Selective trades/reviews 
zines comics music/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$2. Angela Hatcher, P.O. Box 
80051, Lincoln, NE 68501-0051-Email: 
feedback@inemebr.com (30 pages/offset/stan- 
dard/rough/CWB)_ 

♦ The Fib^ 

#2, 1997. A tribute to all the things that make 
Seattle a fascinating place, with lots and lots of 
poetry and line art strewn throughout. The story 
of unexpectedly meeting Anne Rice left me a bit 
baffled. It began with Jimi shelling out $100 for 
two autographed copies of her latest book, and 
ended with his whiny friend accosting her for 
going against God and the Bible. Neat intro page 
lists everyone famous who called Washington 
home. Who would have imagined Burl Ives and 
Sir Mix-A-Lot had anything in common? The 
latest issue just in has a lengthy synopsis of 
Seattle’s rock history. Price:$2???. Jimi Sharp, 
1306 Heather PI., Sedro Woolley, WA 98284(66 
pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

Fibre 

#3. In 20 pages, Fibre manages to cover more 
than some zines do with double and even triple the 
page count. They detail a wide variety of urban 
and pop culture topics that are both funny and well 
presented. There’s a great piece on the world of 
the scooter and the history of the popular Vespa. 
How many of you knew that Vespa means “Wasp” or that it was developed 
during WWII when the Italians needed to divert metal and gas to their war 
machine? Then they give a real outsider’s guide to graffiti for the uninformed, 
explaining that most of it is not gang-related and what the role of tagging and 
throw-ups are. Regarding ’80s movies, Apple-butt shows just how unreal all 
the flicks of that decade were. He writes “No pizza place would deliver to my 
classroom. Eric Stoltz would never be my bong buddy. I could not find a 
restaurant to work in that had a mandatory frirate uniform. I don’t kickbox. 
My salami does not stick to sculpture. ” It goes on and on and makes for a new 
twist on this ever popular subject. No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$2. 
Amanda, 45 Claverach Dr., Clayton, MO 63105 (20 pages/xerox/standard/ 
DTPed/CWB)_ 

The Final Years of the 20th Century 

An occasional zine/etter of nice, good stuff & weird things 

#5, Summer ’97. Thomas keeps busy monitoring the social climate while 
writing the memoirs of consumer culture’s last days. This issue kicks off with 
a bang. Michael Moore is interviewed and talks about NPR’s refusal to put 
him on the air, the strength of unions, and what chances there are of getting 
more power back in the hands of the people. Then ewww!, we hear about Dick 
Clark Productions riding the coat-tails of the Hard Rock Cafe with a national 
chain of grill restaurants and dance clubs. As always, each article is rated on 
the Flesch Factor to note its ease of reading. Selective trades/free to prisoners/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$1 or 2 stamps. Subs:$2 for 2 issues. Thomas 
Peake, P.O. Box 280511, Lakewood, CO 80228-0511-Email: 
peake@mindspring.com—URL: http://www.mindspring.com/~peake (20 
pages/xerox /half-legal/DTPed/CWB) _ 

Frank, Jasper & Me 

#6, July ’97. This is a regular candy store of pop culture fun. I loved the tale 
of Krissy, her mother, and sister being liberated from the constraints of the 
Seventh Day Adventist regime. Before the family divorce, there was no 
watching TV on Saturday, no alcohol or shellfish consumed, and under no 
circumstances was dancing or jewelry allowed. But once they ditched the 
church elders, it was three gals on the loose. An anonymous email author sent 


Great God Pan 

#9. Erik and staff deliver tons of fascinating 
original writing. They delve into many of the more 
obscure topics from general history as well as the 
music subculture. Where else, mainstream press 
included, will you see an article on the literary 
landscape of Los Angeles—one that excludes 
Bukowski in favor of Fante, Mike Davis, and 
Salem Kirban? It’s a fine piece that brings to light 
the works of these little-known men. I was espe¬ 
cially intrigued by Kirban’s kooky 666 released the 
same year as the seminal Late Great Planet Earth. 
From over 100 publications, Kirban culled head¬ 
lines and half-buried news stories, relating them to 
Biblical prophecy in order to frighten non-Chris¬ 
tians into submission. Further North in San Fran¬ 
cisco, Roxanne lets us peep into the forbidden 
world of the slumber party. There we find the 
bizarre rite of passage known as “Light as a 
Feather” as well as the more common kissing 
games. Sarah Taylor writes about prostitution 
during the era of die Gold Rush, and digs up the 
stories of Belle Cora and “The Countess.” Origi¬ 
nal collection of weird news, travel to the best 
canyons in the West, and an interview with artist 
Raymond Pettibon. If you want to see what we 
really appreciate reading at Facts he et Five , you 
should start here. No trades/reviews zines books 
music videos/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$3. Subs:$9 for 3 issues. Erik R. Bluhm, 
Great God of Pain, P.O. Box 491, Hermosa 
Beach, CA 90254-0491—Email: pan@cyberverse. 
com (62 pages/offset/standard/polished/CWB) 
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STEPHEN DUNCOMBE 

‘At long last, somebody’s got it right. Duncombe does the essential work of cultural 
analysis that neither the national weeklies with their demographic fantasies, nor the 
czars of cultural studies with their determination to locate dissent in daytime 
television, can ever bring themselves to perform.’ 

—Tom Frank, The Baffler 

Available from good bookstores everywhere or, in case of difficulty, 
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in a weird tale of M&Ms and selective breeding, and we are treated to some 
fun celebrity sightings. No trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$l 
+ stamp. Krissy Durden, 539 Bryant St., Palo Alto, CA 94301—Email: 
karaw@kzsu.stanford.edu—URL: http://www-kzsu.stanford.edu (22 pages/ 
xerox/digest /DTPed/CWB) _ 

♦ Fuzzy Heads are Better ♦ 

#5. A really fun publication that’s part comic fanzine and part personal zine. 
Two great interviews in this one—Joe Matt and Chris Oliveros. Joanne Huffa 
talked to Joe about his childhood, the reality in his autobio comics, and his 
plans for a new book. Chris had a lot to say about the operation of Drawn & 
Quarterly, explaining the difficult times for comic publishers right now. On 
the more personal side of things Patti Kim presented a series of one-page 
diaries that cover her life and impressions over the past year. Selective trades/ 
prints letters. Price:$1.50 cash. Patti Kim, Box 68568, 360A Bloor St. W., 
Toronto, ON M5S 1X1, Canada—Email: bq761@freenet.toronto.on.ca (56 
pages/xerox /mini/rough/RSF) _ 

+ Grail + 

Wesleyan's Monthly Investigative and Satirical Magazine 

#2, May *97. While a few parts of this (like the dopey satire) tended to sag, 
the rest was engaging and strikingly funny. Why weren’t these folks around 
in my college days? The PETA interview was one of the best stories here. The 
interviewer is quite antagonistic to PETA’s cause and fights them on nearly 
every point that they raise. It’s highly recommended for anyone who wants 
to do more thinking on this issue or test their debate skills against either side. 
All right, everyone is sick to their guts of Star Wars, but this has one of the 
funniest gags I’ve seen yet. It’s a matching quiz between a movie character 
(the Emperor) and a Catholic saint (Methodius), that requires you to know the 
difference between the Island of Chio and the Endor moons. Loved the new 
twist on Jack Chick that sent the Grail staff scrambling to verify his outrageous 
claims. It’s one of the best tributes/criticisms of Chick yet. Just remember, 
only Grail can promise “join the army, get a free puppy.” Price:$2. Eric 
Ducker, Box 4889, 222 Church St., Middletown, CT 06459-5240—Email: 
zombdyna@ aol.com (32 pages/offset/standard/polished/CWB) 

Grand Royal 

#4. Not really a zine, but one of the hippest magazines around. Put together 
by Mike D and the Beastie crew with help from Spike Jonze and the Dirt boys. 
This one is so out there, it’s almost an encyclopedia of cool. I loved the piece 
on getting the best noodles. Greggy-no Shewchuk and Miho Hatori go head 
to head and compare the Japanese ramen scene with the New York soba scene. 
Another great piece is Karl Anderson’s essay on Chuck 666, the bicycle- 
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building chopper gang. The spotlight this issue is on Kid Rock, filmmaker 
Sarah Jacobson, pinball pro Lyman Sheats, comedian Neil Hamburger, and 
Domonic Cangelosi of Rinx Records. The highlight is of course the big pull¬ 
out poster with photos of 120 classic turntables. No trades/reviews music/ 
prints letters. Price:$4.95. Grand Royal, P.O. Box 26689, Los Angeles, CA 
90026 (114 pages/offset/standard/professional/RSF) 

H2so4 

We 're dro wning in obscurity but the water is lovely 

#8, Summer ’97. Smartly written commentary and biting humor that makes 
fun of academia as only the young and overeducated can. This issue seems a 
little flat, or maybe I’m just tired. The guest philosopher’s advice column is 
hosted by Socrates, who naturally answers questions with more questions. 
(That’s his Method, you see.) “Reviews of Books I Haven’t Read” features 
The Closing of the American Mind by Alan Bloom, a bit too obscure for this 
concept, and the mixed reviews—which usually cover a wide range of unusual 
items, is actually mostly movies, books and records this time. Allergies, 
random decisions, and progress are the only really funky subjects. High points 
are the conclusion of the “Heiroglyphologia” and an evaluation of Ranger 
Rick as propaganda. Probably brilliant if you know all the references. I don’t, 
and this issue was just OK to me. Selective trades/reviews zines books comics 
videos music URLs/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$10 
for 2 issues. Jill Stauffer, P.O. Box 423354, San Francisco, CA 94142- 
Email: h2so 4@socrates.berkeley.edu (48 pages/xerox/standard/p olished/MS) 

♦ Haven + 

HI, Spring ’97. A fun zine that covers a lot of ground—from music to art and 
even a bit of politics. The first great feature is a true story of visiting a 
Scientology open house and reporting on all the weirdness that transpired 
there. Another fine piece is the interview with The Mosaic Man who covers 
lightposts and things in the East Village with elaborate inlaid mosaic ceramics. 
The music coverage emphasizes goth and punk, with interviews with the 
bands Anti-Flag, Rosetta Stone, Carmilla’s Dress, and Mindless Faith. No 
trades/reviews music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$1.50. Kevin 
James Meehan, P.O. Box 7122, Pittsburgh, PA 15230-7122—Email: 
haven@obscure.org—URL: http://www. contrib.andrew.emu.edu/~ xyd/3- 
dpub (28 pa ges/xerox/standard/rough/RSF) _ 

Historians Anonymous 

#4, July ’97. Scott must have a whopper of a filing system and an even bigger 
postal bill. He seems pretty connected to the mail art world and culls lots of 
nutty cultural flotsam from all over the place. There’s a reprinted history of 
mail art that gives a wonderfully concise recap for the beginner; notes on 
official USPS addressing techniques; the collected ditties of Burma-Shave; a 
brief look at the Mutter Museum of medical oddities; and some good tips on 
proper attire if you are preparing to rush a sorority. But the best of the batch 
has to be the history of fellatio. An anonymous author explains that Puritans 
believed that blow jobs were sinful, and hence “most Puritan men went to their 
graves with their drumstick dry. ” McBumey etymologies, Japanese “scissors 
paper rock,” and little bits of John Held, Jr. scattered throughout. Selective 
trades/reviews zines books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2.50. 
Subs:$5 for 2 issues. Scott Garinger, P.O. Box 321, El Segundo, CA 90245- 
0321—Emai l: hystory@aol.com (40 pages/xerox/standard/rou gh/CWB) 

Hitch 

The Journal of Pop Culture Absurdity 

#14, Winter ’96/’97. Maybe it’s Rod’s receding hairline or maybe it’s Rod’s 
upcoming fatherhood, but this issue seems a bit darker than usual. That’s 
probably not the case as previous issues have been just as dark, but it strikes 
me a bit odd to read Rod complaining about a vacation to Hawaii. Yup, Rod 
went to Hawaii, and complained about everything from the local newscasts 
to the abundance of flowers. While Rod gets ready for his newborn child, Ken 
Davis recalls his days at Lamaze class, detailing all the unusual characters you 
might find in Oklahoma. Another highlight is Jamie Munn’s unusual 
confession of being a nose spray addict. Price:$3.50. Subs:$20 for 6 issues. 
Rod M. Lott, P.O. Box 23621, Oklahoma City, OK 73123-2621—Email: 
rlott@aol.com—URL: http://www.ionet.net/~twilken/HITCH (64 pages/ 
offset/stand ard/polished/RSF) _ 

+ Individually Twisted + 

#1, December ’96. Jen delivers some politically aware essays mixed in with 
lots of oddball clippings and fun. Much of this issue is good lefty writing as 
Jen looks at the alternative culture of nomads, investigates the Anti-Terrorism 
Bill, and prints stories about media images of minorities and the corporate 
collusion that made a mess out of Burma. With all that said, Jen shows real 
bravery when she admits that she can’t shake the McDonald’s habit! “Of 
course I want it Super Sized. Who wouldn’t want more McDonald’s?” Great 
piece on Big Boy getting dismembered and having his parts dropped all over 
Toledo. Loves trading/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:$l + 2 
stamps. Jen Townsend, Box 1021, 902 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, 
CO 80946—Email: j_townsend@cc.colorado.edu (36 pages/xerox/digest/ 
rough/CWB)_ 

Interesting! 

Striving to be the best of bathroom reading 

#7. In zine terms this is best described as a cross between Prairie Rambler, 
News of the Weird, and Mawewi. It’s just chock full of random musings, 
quotes, unexpected facts, and literary curiosities. Here’s a recipe for cooking 





























salmon in the dishwasher. I don’t know why you would want to, but some of 
you maverick chefs out there will have to try it I’m sure. There’s also a 
factsheet from the National Association of Demolition Contractors, the 
FDA’s “jelly bean rule,” and a note that the second largest population group 
after the Chinese is Barbie dolls. The following issue just arrived and details 
the new car implants to manipulate drivers’ minds; the thermodynamics of 
Hell; and the secret yucky ingredient in lipstick. There’s a free email version 
of this publication also available. No trades/reviews zines/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$l. Subs:$5 for 6 issues. Richard Sagall, 747 
South3rdSt., Philadelphia, PA 19147-3324—Email: rich.sagall@pobox.com 
(20 pages/x erox/digest/DTPed/CWB) _ 

+ Jacare + 

#4. Nicely designed little zine that comes bound with its own dustjacket. 
Heather and Clint share their observations on California life now that they’ve 
moved from Iowa, as well as providing some excellent non-personal essays. 
Clint tackles the crop circles of the English countryside, giving a balanced 
report on the many theories currently being bandied about, as well as a history 
of sightings dating back to 1678. Then Heather shares with us the local lore 
of the Calistoga mineral springs as well as some tips on making facial masks 
at home. Price:stamp/$l. Heather Schleger, 1246 Berkeley Way #A, 
Berkeley, C A 94702 (28 pages/xerox/mini/rough/CWB) 

Jackpot 

#2. With such an impressive lineup (Miss Hell, Jason Underground, and 
Ducky DooLittle), you know this will be a saucy mix of rock ‘n roll and blue 
balls smut. The panty parade photo gallery was a really impressive collection 
of home-sewed creations. The “Six Shooter” design even comes with an 
attached toy gun sticking right out of the crotch like a strap-on. Miss Hell talks 
to some of her favorite bands Snuka and The Factory Press and shares her 
exploits of touring Europe with SFA. She didn’t quite make her goal of having 
sex in each country the band played in, but was content having four such flings. 
The comic of Neil Armstrong and his puzzling lunar statement of Mr. Gorsky 
was a scream. No trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Miss 
Hell, P.O. Box 155, Cooper Station, New York, NY 10276-0155 (30 pages/ 
xerox/stand ard/DTPed/CWB) _ 

Jail Bait 

#6. Lots of cool stuff from many aspects of trash culture. They cover prank 
calls, B-movies, naked women, and unusual music. The highlight here is 
Rukah Scaput’s detailed history of Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five. 
Reading this piece takes me back to the good ol’ days when “Rapper’s 
Delight” was an underground hit and “The Message” broke though and 
became the first rap song that I can play for my other white-boy friends. What 
I never knew were all the struggles that broke the group apart as Grandmaster 
Flash jumped to Elektra, leaving Melle Mel and the rest remaining with 
Sugarhill. Enlightening reading for anyone interested in the early days of rap. 
Another great feature is the collection of 46 “sexy album covers.” Unfortu¬ 
nately these exotic album covers are only printed in b&w. It would certainly 
be a lot more fun as a color xerox. Rounding out the issue is a collection of 
quotes from Tiny Tim, all assembled as a mock interview. Lots of record 
reviews make this a totally fun read. Selective trades/reviews zines music/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Ken Lee, P.O. Box 1972, Union 
City, CA 94587—Email: kenmlee@ix.netcom.com—URL: http://home. 
earthlink.net/~kenmlee/jailbait.html (52 pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/RSF) 

4-Java Turtle + 

#1, December ’96. Lynne combines her personal life with lots of lists and 
gleanings from the world media. Her stories of sometimes small-minded 
Santa Barbara are excellent, and often bring an African-American viewpoint 
to everyday living. Reading her frustrations about trying to find matching 
nylons or makeup brings home the absurdity of “flesh” colored hose that only 
come in white. Later on, things took a more sinister turn when she had to deal 
with the rednecks trying to keep America “pure.” Coffee fiends will love all 
the trivia about their favorite drink. I’ve often seen these collections of 
historical facts and etymologies, but Lynne’s is the most extensive yet. Have 
you ever heard of the rare Kopi Luwak varietal that is picked out of the feces 
of small animals in Indonesia? Lots of long discussions about films and 
reading. It’s a rare first issue that is this well put together. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines books comics. Price:$1. Subs:$4 for 4 issues. Lynne Lowe, P.O. 
Box 20028, S anta Barbara, CA 93120 (37 pages/xerox/standard/D TPed/CWB) 

•♦•Jean is Dead + 

#1, February ’96. Solid premiere issue that runs a wide range of material— 
everything from DIY health notes on vaginal discharge to favorite TV shows. 
Here’s what all you toon pervs have been waiting for: a fictional account of 
Velma and Peppermint Patty gettin’ busy. Along the way, we also get the 
gossip of the rest of the cartoon jet set and find out who is boinking whom. 
Five pages devoted to Degrassi High with a quiz, trivia, and a complete 
episode guide. No trades/reviews zines. Price:$l. Anna Garza, 8326 Leather 
Market, Houston, TX 77064 (38 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

•♦■Just Say No! + 

#1, Spring ’97. This one is dedicated to two very popular cultures in the zine 
world: the ’80s and Asian Americans. Shin Furukawa takes a long, loving 
look at the promotional tissue packet phenomenon of Japan. Evidently, 
businesses print their ads on mini packs of Kleenex and hand them out free 
on the street. There are also profiles of many notable Asian Americans, as well 


as a revealing story by Laura about her adoption. On the pop culture front we 
are reminded, and sometimes painfully, about ’80s fashion, pocket electron¬ 
ics, spin-offs of the Rubik’s Cube, and what “Jessie’s Girl” sounds like. This 
thing is packed and will probably only get bigger with such fertile topics. 
Selective trades/reviews zines/submissions wanted. Price:the usual. JSN!, 
5657 Amesbury Dr. #512, Dallas, TX 75206—Email: jsn@only.com—URL: 
www.wavenet.com/~ko/jsn/ (36 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

Kat Barf 

#7, Fall ’96. A haphazard collection of personal stories, amusing anecdotes, 
and other sundry things. There’s some really compelling stuff in here, like 
Emily’s frank confessionals about living with depression and her very 
amusing tales of all her strange neighbors. She follows that up with a very silly 
piece about tape—masking tape, duct tape, photo tape, double-sided tape, and 
her favorite, plastic electrical tape. Along with the usual selection of zine 
reviews, Emily also included a list of zines that “were either a mess of 
handwritten stuff that I tried to sort through until they gave me a headache or 
they are all really bad, sophomoric, cheesy poetry.” Selective trades/reviews 
zines music/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Emily Jean 
Hetrick, 4707 Delbrook Rd., Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-3042 (14 pages/ 
xerox/stand ard/raw/RSF) _ 

♦ Ke-thar’sis ♦ 

#1, Summer ’97. These startlingly diverse essays and short stories show the 
wide and fertile mind of S. Fleming. He’s obviously devoted long hours into 
making his zine something special with his research into architecture, society, 
space exploration, and the boundaries of personal freedom. The long 
biography of little-known artist and occultist Austin Osman Spare was a 
fascinating piece. His art was realized in states of half-sleep as he claimed to 
be the channel for various famous spirits. We also get an anonymous 
discussion of employment in the defense industry, certainly a rare topic in the 
zine world. Scott describes firsthand how the military pushes for armed 
intervention and how they profit afterwards. Articulate discussion/critique of 
Blade Runner , a detailed look into the Pioneer 10 plaque, the rationale behind 
the Unabomber, and fiction all complete this amazing package. No trades/ 
reviews zines books music/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:$5. 
Scott Fleming, 536 Leavenworth St. #1005, San Francisco, CA 94109- 
Email: keth arsis@aol.com (56 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/C WB) 

♦ Kuji ♦ 

#1. It is amazing what a zine can tell you about a person. I have been an 
acquaintance of Rhonda’s for several years, but I learned more about her 
through this zine than anything else. I think people should exchange zines 
before phone numbers. In this issue there are lighthearted, but probing porno 
reviews, a piece on the forced relocation of Navajo families, Chinese 
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packed with hundreds and hundreds of 
the best controversial and unusual 
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horoscopes, a history of bagels, Detroit’s St. JohnColtrane African Orthodox 
Church, the lack of skaters in Detroit and how to stop a mugger. An excellent 
debut effort. No trades/re views videos. Rhonda Barbee, Kuji, 5676 Hartford, 
Detroit, MI 48210 (digest/rough/TOM) 

Kulturama 

Pop Culture Cocktail 

#2,1997.1 really enjoyed this one. It’s just a simple hodgepodge of stuff from 
the far reaches of our pop cultural landscape, but they do it with style and 
humor to make it all quite Ain. There’s a strong retro focus and feel throughout 
the zine but it doesn’t overwhelm you with any cooler-than-thou attitude. They 
talked to the world famous folk artist Howard Finster and a gentleman who 
was a big fan of Martin Denny back before they even released their first 
album. My favorite features include “Neon Planet” which is an illustrated 
look at vintage neon signs, “Vinyl Archaeology,” a collection of thrift store 
albums, and “Product Kulture” that features 
“wacky products and ideas from Polynesia to 
polyester.” On the more contemporary side of 
things they presented a rundown of the Atlanta 
Olympics aftermath and all the flotsam left 
behind. No trades/reviews music. Price:$4. 

Subs:$8 for 2 issues. Kulturama, P.O. Box 
13342, Atlanta, GA 30324-0342-Email: 

Kulturama@aol.com (32 pages/xerox/standard/ 

DTPed/RSF)_ 

4 The Last Thing I Remember 4 

#1, Summer ’97. Too many publishers put their 
hearts into their writing, but do next to nothing for 
a beautiful design and layout. Fortunately Susan is 
not one of them. Her cover is some sort of unique 
foil craft paper while inside there is a long foldout 
of desert photography. She shares her favorite late 
night driving music, the lives of Joseph Cornell 
and Cornell Woolrich, and an encapsulated night¬ 
mare of moving cross country. It’s a wonderfully 
brief adventure and full of more desperation than 
most full-length stories. Selective trades. Price:$l. 

Susan Sainsbury, R.R. 2 Box 19IB, Delhi, NY 
13753—Email: susana@catt.poly.edu (13 pages/ 
xerox/mini/rough/CWB) 

Lies 

#13, June ’97. This time Worley and Co. put together an issue that celebrates 
the American teenager. Pretty Aickin’ funny, especially compared to the way 
the media portrays teens. My favorite piece is the list of current teen slang- 
very reminiscent of the list of Seattle slang that The Baffler fed to the New 
York Times. Favorites include “Pine Cone, a hard on while still wearing 
pants” and “Chewbacca Fly, the apex of life. ” Other lists include the “albums 
teenagers should own if they want to be good teenagers” and “movies about 
high school and being a teen.” Lots of great essays and short stories too— 
much of it having to do with drugs. I particularly like the story of the hot new 
drug, puberty, which is growing in popularity. Lots of record reviews all set 
up in their patented grid style—artist, title, looks like, sounds like, cool mix 
tape song, and cool line from their lyrics. Price:$3. Subs:$12 for 6 issues. 
Matt Worley, Lies Magazine, 1112 San Pedro NE #154, Albuquerque, NM 
87110—Email: okeefme@aol.com—URL: http://cent.com/abetting/ (44 pages/ 
offset/standa rd/polished/RSF) _ 

4 Life is Suffering 4 

#1, August ’97. Handwritten stories of trying to get life straightened out 
alongside tips for revenge on your enemies. In one passage Stephen describes 
how hard it is to get off junk. Even though he’s on methadone now, he says 
that with the beginning of the month and more food stamps he knows he’ll be 
off downtown to go on a heroin bender until he’s out of money again. Then 
in a lengthy piece on stealing, he describes first his grandmother’s tactics, then 
some of his own. His Nana was a real pip who must have pissed off her share 
of grocers and homeowners in her time. We also hear about Stephen’s hatred 
and addiction to television (watching up to ten hours at a stretch), a friend that 
died, and lots of bomb reprints from Hoffman’s Steal This Book. Presents a 
realistic and not very glamorous view of drug use; it’s hard to read this without 
being affected. Selective trades/reviews zines/submissions wanted. Price:$l. 
Subs:$4 for 4 issues. Stephen M., P.O. Box 170, White Plains, NY 10603- 
0170 (43 pages/xerox/digest/raw/CWB) 

The Lil’ Rhino Gazette 

#26, Spring ’97. Good comprehensive coverage of the music and comics 
scene by an avid follower. She gives a broad overview of what’s happening 
in lots of areas, from V2 to Reid Fleming to Australian pop. Despite putting 
this issue off for a year (due in part to maritime neuroreceptor affliction), she 
is back with a hefty issue. Brad steps in to chat up Mike Watt on the occasion 
of his twentieth record release, we get a fun report back from last year’s 
SXSW, and interviews wifh Clouds, Buzz from the Melvins, and The 
Samples. Loves trading/reviews zines books music/prints letters. Price:$3. 
Subs:$18 for 6 issues. Kelly North, P.O. Box 535668, Grand Prairie, TX 
75053-5668—Email: lilrhino@computek.net—URL: http://www.computek. 
net/public/lilrhino (76 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/CWB) 


4 Lips of Despair 4 

#1, April ’97. The collected essays of The Art Collective. Taken together they 
form an articulate critique of our modem society. P.Chamey’s comparison 
of the film industry of the ’70s with that of the ’90s was stimulating but suffers 
from selective amnesia. He compares the recognized masters of the past with 
current pop culture crap to conclude that the ’70s demonstrated the pinnacle 
of U.S. filmmaking, forgetting that shows like Smokey and the Bandit also 
drew huge crowds in its day. Lips also takes down the media awards industry, 
capitalist marketing, and mean people at musical auditions. Transcripts from 
Supreme Court decisions and Brian Perkins’s “Well-dressed Cat” were my 
favorite pieces. Price:$2. Gabriel Roth, 324 Hermann, San Francisco, CA 
94117 (44 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

Llama Sheen 

#2, July ’97. These guys are nuts. I dove right into 
“Dick Tricks” and am thankful that I now have 
yoga-like names for all the adolescent ways there 
are to manhandle myself. Then there’s J. Lunsk’s 
open appraisal of MTV’s “Real World.” Right in 
the middle of who he thinks is an idiot and why he 
hates Puck, he says “Maybe they’re like ‘Hey Mr. 
Camera Guy, I’m gonna go jerk off now. Could 
you go film Beth.’” We also catch the whole 
McDonald’s cast playing poker, deconstruct booze 
advertising, and remember the theme songs of 
once popular TV shows. Selective trades/reviews 
music/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. 
Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Bob Lazzell, 
P.O. Box 183, Cheltenham, PA 19012 (46 pages/ 
xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

Loafer’s 

#9, Spring ’97. This issue is as odd as ever. The 
Loafer’s staff bring out their barroom politics, 
recipes for bean pizza, and stories of navigating 
the waters of Russian adoption. Does anyone 
remember the story of Major Mite? He was a 
Barnum & Bailey sideshow hit at only 19 pounds. 
Later in life he took to rampaging through bars 
and made short appearances in Our Gang and The 
Wizard ofOz. Peter Schilling’s “What I Read in 
1996” reminded me a lot of the book reviews I put 
in my own zine. They aren’t so much long critiques as they are actual stories 
about reading. Marilee Mitchard describes how her “liberated” job of being 
a housepainter with a bunch of guys all day is hardly progress and Steve Willis 
delivers more off-his-nut comics of the men with frogs growing out of their 
brains. No trades. Price:$4. Subs:$15 for 4 issues. Peter William Schilling, 
Jr., P.O. Box 2642, Saint Paul, MN 55102-0642—Email: clason@well.com 
(47 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

Loca 

#9. A fabulous issue of Loca devoted to childhood stories of angst and 
adventure. No interviews, no record reviews, just page after page of 
compelling personal stories. My favorite story is Janet Housden’s (of The 
Shakes) tale of riding around in a car trying to catch a 1978 performance by 
The Damned. The mystery show never seemed to materialize and she ended 
up getting drunk, getting stranded in the suburbs, being hauled off by the cops, 
and of course chewed out by her parents. Another memorable story is Gwynne 
Kahn’s tale of childhood friendship that grew out of necessity but created some 
significant memories. I love the design, using simple fonts and clip art that 
lets the writing stand on its own. Price:$2 cash. Felicia Dominguez, Loca 
Magazine, 2168 S. Atlantic Blvd., Suite. 290, Monterey Park, CA 91754 (42 
pages/xerox /standard/rough/4 times a year/RSF) _ 

4 Look What My Wretched Brain Made Me Do 4 

#1, July ’97. After four years of publishing 93.5, S. Christian Michaels 
decided that he was tired of being chained to that zine and swore that he would 
never publish anything “for a long time.” Well, that “long time” lasted about 
eight months before he couldn’t hold it in any longer and started up this new 
zine with an absolutely perfect title. A bit closer to a perzine, this one contains 
a series of essays that discuss the world at large from a very personal 
viewpoint. A favorite piece is “Examining the Wretched Brain: Why I Envy 
Homer Simpson.” Here he talks about his favorite bits from The Simpsons 
where Homer has antagonistic conversations with his brain. S. Christian 
explains how he too has trouble with his brain, making him do all sorts of crazy 
things like publish zines. Other highlights include the explanation of why he 
doesn’t have email, and the apartment in Salem, Oregon that turned out to be 
completely inappropriate. Price:$l. S. Christian Michaels, Madman Press, 
P.O. Box 734, Mt. Angel, OR 97362 (xerox/mini/rough/RSF) 

Lumpy Head 

#52, August ’97. Neat scattering of bizarre newspaper reprints, scholastic 
oddities, personal stories, and art. “I Left My Sox In San Francisco” was 
about Ann’s spontaneous journey to the Bay area. It started when she was out 
drinking with friends and the next thing she knew she was in a van heading 
south. We also hear about French police uncovering a hidden cache of lawn 
gnomes in the forest and learn the linguistic basis for words like “Amadeus” 


Spaghetti 

#4, July ’97. Frances and crew turn out an even 
tighter issue than last time, one packed with more 
personal stories and politics. While normally I 
gravitate right towards work tales, I could barely 
make it through these eleven encounters with book 
store customers. Not because they were dull, but 
because they were a little too vivid and I started to 
go into bookseller’s stroke. Folks who try to flush 
underwear or pamphlet the erotica section with 
Baptist palaver should have their eyes gouged out 
with a Jeff Foxworthy book. But what really got 
me excited was seeing the center page design. It’s 
a pair of hands playing cat’s cradle that spring 
upright when you open the page. The debate over 
government assistance for parents continues, 
Frances describes her forays into a meatless diet, 
and G. Vance ponders his changing tastes as he 
gets older: instead of Quisp, Spiderman comics, 
and Penthouse , it’s Mueslix and the Wall Street 
Journal. Selective trades/reviews zines books/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Frances 
Biscotti, P.O. Box 8782, Erie, PA 16505 (19 
pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 
















and “chupacabras.” Paul Olson shares an excellent story of bus travel, 
eschewing the awful Greyhound line in favor of the more interesting Green 
Tortoise. Price: donation. AnnKoi, 323 E. Broadway Ave. Box 1111, Seattle, 
WA 98102—Email: evilclown@juno.com (16 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

f The Mad Machine + 

#4. A fun little zine where Jessica tells us about the big rave she threw. I mean 
BIG— it cost her $3,295 to set the whole thing up (much of which she didn’t 
make back). I’m really impressed by her enthusiasm to get the whole thing 
done. Anyone else thinking of taking on such a task should pick this up as she 
offers plenty of advice. Issue #3 had some great rants about Subway (where 
she works) and even included a copy of the Subway employee newsletter, 
“Sandwich Artist News.” Loves trading/submissions wanted. Price:$l. 
Subs:$10. Jessica, The Mad Machine, 1629 Old Lantern Tr., Fort Wayne, 
IN 46845-1416 (11 pages/xerox/standard/raw/RSF) 

♦ Magnetizine ♦ 

#3, July ’97. A fun collection of ideas that sorta reminds me of Tom Roberts’s 
early comic work in Anti-Social Comics. Lots of handwritten texts, perhaps 
closer to calligraphy, that are accompanied by appropriate illustrations. This 
stuff isn’t polished, but it’s filled with warmth and character the way a zine 
should be. The second issue has instructions for finding four-leaf clovers and 
a piece on typewriter poetry. I like the page that has an illustration of a suitcase 
and the text “sometimes it takes a while to fall asleep because minds, like 
suitcases, must first be unpacked.” The third one starts off with a poetic tale 
about doing laundry. She wrote about folding and then said “By the time I was 
through, the clothes were as cold as the ones still in my closet. It’s too bad 
their warmth died; with it died some of my affection. ” A great example of the 
mini format. Loves trading. Price:$1. Rachel McLellan, 1571 Hunters Ridge, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304—Email: mcpuddin@selway.umt.edu (12 pages/ 
xerox/mini/raw/RSF) 

Milky 

#6. De continues his quest to find the most alluring and revolting elements of 
our society. The workshop he attended to become a private investigator 
sounded like fun and he learned never to trust people carrying around 
newspapers for no reason. But he was let down hard when the detective flashed 
his flimsy ID card instead of a cool badge. There are quite a few brushes with 
celebrities here including a book signing with Bob Keenan. That’s Captain 
Kangaroo to you. The Johnny Lydon encounter was disappointing. He wasn’t 
rotten at all, just in an all-too-average bad mood. Plus we get underwear 
parties, dreaded moulet sightings, and more Barbie bestial desires. Loves 
trading/reviews zines books comics videos music/free to prisoners/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. De Kwok, 614 E. Union #102, Seattle, 
WA 98122—Email: dkwok@seanet.com (46 pages/O/standard/rough/CWB) 

Mommy and I are One 

#5. Along the lines of Scram or Lies, this one’s a veritable buffet of music 
and counter culture reading. It starts off with a history of wax museums, 
tracing the practice all the way back to the Egyptians. Don’t miss the “Wise 
Old Lesbian Coloring Book, ” which is a variation on the traditional children’s 
coloring book. I also really enjoyed Jessica’s introduction to the enigmatic 
music critic/zine publisher Camden Joy. Some great interviews too—they 
talked with Dame Darcy (who also drew the cover), the Elevator Drops (who 
are featured on the free 7" which comes with the zine), filmmaker Todd 
Merow, Jason Lowenstein of Sparkalepsy, Neutral Milk Hotel, and the guys 
from Ween. A nice design, an open mind, and careful editing makes this one 
stand away from the pack. Selective trades/reviews music/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. Jessica Handley, P.O. 
Box 643, Allston, MA 02134—Email: jjess@juno.com (64 pages/offset/ 
standard/DT Ped/RSF) _ 

♦ The More Things Change ♦ 

#1. A zine of unusual sensitivity to life that’s articulately presented. It may 
look a little messy, but it’s got it where it counts. Pete’s big decision story was 
heartwarming. He had been looking forward all day to playing the new Mortal 
Kombat Nintendo game, but a friend called at the last minute asking him to 
help out at the soup kitchen. What was it going to be, Sub Zero and his freeze 
ray or helping out real folks with a hot meal? Dave’s story of quitting high 
school and getting into NYU must echo the dreams of lots of people. He got 
to finally tell his teachers to shove it, albeit in much more eloquent terms, and 
went on to succeed at college despite all the ill will they heaped on him. Short 
essays on religion, punk, and political reform ensure all the big topics are 
covered. No trades/reviews zines books. Price.Sl. Dave Hyde, 26 Lacona 
Dr., Patterson, NY 12563 (28 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

Mud Fanzine 

#8. A solid read with lots of original, lengthy writing. Emily describes for the 
non-menstruating readers just what it’s like to be “on the blob. ” She starts her 
story by waking up to stained sheets and panties, describes what it’s like to 
feel like you’re dripping all day, and then treats us to the smell of “period 
crotch.” Then there’s the cramping, the running out of tampons at the most 
crucial time, and the mood swings. Nice interview with Palace (reviewed in 
F5 #60) and a guest appearance by Ryan Taxles of Catch 22. Loves trading/ 
reviews zines music. Price:$l. Jason Luther, 74 Randall Ter., Hamburg, NY 
14075—Email: luth0618@ginko.ait.fredonia.edu—URL: http://www. 
fredonia.edu/business/97sba350/luther (32 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 
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INDOOR MARIJUANA HORTICULTURE, Cervantes, Revised 93, 320 pgs....$20 

MARIJUANA GROWER S GUIDE, Frank & Rosenthal, Color Ed., 330 pgs.$18 

MARIJUANA GROWER S GUIDE, Spiral, Frank & Rosenthal, 330 pgs.$22 

MARIJUANA BOTANY, Robert Connell Clarke, 197 pgs.$20 

MARIJUANA GROWER S INSIDER S GUIDE, Mel Frank, 380 pgs.$18 

THE CLOSET CULTIVATOR, Ed Rosenthal, Expanded Edition, 128 pgs.$16 

MARIJUANA GROWER S HANDBOOK, Ed Rosenthal, 232 pgs..$19 Spira!...$23 

MARIJUANA HYDROPONICS: High-Tech Culture, Daniel Storm, 118 pgs.$16 

MARIJUANA CULTIVATOR S HANDBOOK, Bill Drake, 224 pgs.$24 

THE SINSEMILLA TECHNIQUE, Kayo, 134 pgs.$24 

C02 TEMPERATURE & HUMIDITY, D. Cold, Edited by Rosenthal, 54 pgs.$12 

MARIJUANA QUESTIONS? ASK ED, Ed Rosenthal, 305 pgs.$19 

SINSEMILLA TIPS*, Tom Alexander, Revised 1996 Edition, 269 pgs.$22 

MARIJUANA GROWING TIPS, Ed Rosenthal, 128 pgs.$12 

GARDENING INDOORS, George F. Van Patten, 199 pgs.$20 

HIGH TIMES CULTIVATION TIPS From The Editors of HT, 128 pgs.$19 

EMPEROR WEARS NO CLOTHES, 1995 Edition, Jack Herer, 246 pgs.$19 

MARIJUANA LAW, Richard Glen Boire, How to Avoid Busts, 271 pgs.$16 

MARIJUANA THE LAW AND YOU, Rosenthal, Logan, Steinborn, 218 pgs....$25 
CANNABIS ALCHEMY, D. Gold, The Art of Modern Hashmaking, 109 pgs....$12 

GROWING THE HALLUCINOGENS, Hudson Gurbber, 81 pgs.$10 

SEX DRUGS AND APHRODISIACS, Adam Gottlieb, 84 pgs.$10 

LEGAL HIGHS, Adam Gottlieb, Psychoactive Plants & Herbs, 64 pgs.$11 

COOKING WITH CANNABIS: The Art & Science, Adam Gottlieb, 67 pgs.$10 

MARIJUANA HERBAL COOKBOOK, Tom Flowers, Recipes, 87 pgs.$14 

MARIJUANA CHEMISTRY, Michael Starks, Hashmaking & Oil, 199 pgs.$22 

PSYCHEDELICS ENCYCLOPEDIA*, Peter Stafford, 420 pgs.$29 

FROM CHOCOLATE TO MORPHINE, Andrew Weil M.D., 240 pgs.$14 

OPIUM POPPY GARDEN, William Griffith, Cultivation & Harvest, 77 pgs.$14 

OPIUM FOR THE MASSES, Jim Hogshire, Cultivation & Harvest, 112 pgs....$18 
CLANDESTINE LABORATORIES, Jack B. Nimble, Revised 1994,124 pgs....$20 

RECREATIONAL DRUGS, Professor Buzz, Lab "Cookbook", 160 pgs.$25 

PSYCH DRUG LIBRARY, 14 Booklets From The 60 s & 70 s, 256 pgs.$43 

PHARMACOTHEON: ENTHEOGENIC DRUGS*, Jonathan Ott, 639 pgs.$40 

AYAHUASCA ANALOGUES: ENTHEOGENS, Jonathan Ott, 127 pgs.$15 

STEAL THIS URINE TEST, Abbie Hoffman, Pass Urine Tests, 262 pgs.$12 

DRUG TESTING AT WORK, Beverly Potter & Sebastian Orfali, 230 pgs.$17 

ECSTASY: THE MDMA STORY, Bruce Eisner, Synthesis & Info., 190 pgs....$17 
THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK, William Powell, Uncensored Ed., 160 pgs... $30 

PRACTICAL LSD MANUFACTURE, Uncle Fester, 115 pgs.$20 

SECRETS OF METHAMPHETAMINE MANUFACTURE, Fester, 196 pgs.$30 

PIHKAL A CHEMICAL LOVE STORY*, Alexander & Ann Shulgin, 978 pgs....$22 

PSYCHEDELIC CHEMISTRY, Michael Smith, Lab "Cookbook", 200 pgs.$22 

.THE ESSENTIAL PSYCHEDELIC GUIDE, D.M. Turner, 112 pgs.$13 

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF ECSTACY, U.P. Yoursprigs, 90 pgs.$25 

PRIVACY: HOW TO GET IT, HOW TO ENJOY IT, Bill Kaysing, 128 pgs.$18 

THE PAPER TRIP I, Eden Press, Get New I.D., 82 pgs.$17 Vol 2....$19 

POOR MAN'S JAMES BOND*, K. Saxon, Weapons & Explosives, 476 pgs...$30 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY*, Lee Lapin, 263 pgs.$30 

THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG*, Lee Lapin, Encyclopedia for Pi’s, 426 pgs....$45 

FOOD OF THE GODS, T. McKenna, History of Plants & Drugs, 311 pgs.$16 

PLANTS OF THE GODS, Schultes & Hofmann, 192 pgs.$23 

HALLUCINOGENIC AND POISONOUS MUSHROOMS, G. Menser, 124 pgs...$14 

MAGIC MUSHROOMS AROUND THE WORLD, Jochen Gartz, 129 pgs.$22 

THE MUSHROOM CULTIVATOR*, Paul Stamets & J.S. Chilton, 415 pgs.$28 

PSILOCYBIN MUSHROOMS OF THE WORLD, Paul Stamets, 245 pgs.$24 

GOURMET & MEDICINAL MUSHROOMS*, Paul Stamets, 592 pgs.$39 

GROWING WILD MUSHROOMS, Bob Harris, Beginners Guide, 88 pgs.$12 

PSILOCYBIN GROWER S GUIDE, O.T. OSS & O.N. Oeric, 88 pgs.$16 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PSYCHOACTIVE FUNGI, Jack Mendelson, 126 pgs.$20 

.MUSHROOMS DEMYSTIFIED*, David Arora, Best Field Guide, 976 pgs.$35 

MUSHROOM RESOURCE GUIDE: A Listing of 43 Mushroom Companies.$15 


_THE FS CATALOG $2, OR FREE WITH ANY ORDER 

Over 24,000 titles on line http://www.fsbookco.com 

WE OFFER FREE SHIPPING IN THE USA 

ALLOW 2-3 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY, OR FOR AIR MAIL ADD S3 PER 
BOOK. CANADA ADD $5, EUROPE ADD $10, PACIFIC RIM ADD $15, PER BOOK, 
FOR AIR MAIL. FOREIGN SURFACE MAIL ADD $3 PER BOOK. ‘DOUBLE THE 
SHIPPING RATE ON THIS BOOK. BOOKS ARE SHIPPED IN A PLAIN PACKAGE. 
BOOKS ARE SOLD TO ADULTS ONLY! CALIF RES ONLY, ADD 7.75% TAX 
CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, VISA, MC, AMEX & DISCOVER ACCEPTED. 
ADD A $3 PRO. FEE ON CREDIT CARD ORDERS AND 
ORDERS UNDER $15. 24 HR. FAX LINE 1-916-771-4201 
FOREIGN CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 1-916-771-4204 


DISCOUNT PRICES & FAST SERVICE SINCE 1985 



QUESTIONS CREDIT CARD ORDERS 

^ 1-916-771-4203 1 -800-635-8883 j 
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Nebulosi 

#2, Spring ’97.1 really loved the first issue of this zine, but this second one 
is even better. Rachel and Hugh serve up a heady mix of sociology, 
deconstructionism, and commodity aesthetics in a way that’s easily approach¬ 
able and full of character. My favorite piece here is Karine Schaefer’s story 
of getting a tattoo and all the feelings that brings up. I love how she explains 
the action of pain, knowing full well that she picked a particularly sensitive 
spot for hers (the side of her chest). Lovers of travel writing won’t be 
disappointed as David Hawk takes us to a Bangkok sex show and Sarah 
Teasley explains the operation of Japan’s commuter train network. We also 
get a discussion of the fashion press, an analysis of Chelsea Clinton, and a 
history of mountain biking. It’s a thick zine with plenty to read. Fans of the 
Baffler or the short-lived Noiseless will surely love this one. No trades/ 
reviews zines books music/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Rachel and Hugh, 
924 Valencia St. Box 113, San Francisco, CA 94110—Email: 
nebulosi@ea rthlink.net (44 pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/RSF ) 

4 Nor 1 + 

#1, Summer ’97. Grab bag of stories, pictures, and facts with all the aesthetics 
of mail art. Ron’s description of getting his wisdom teeth removed was 
absolutely chilling. It was only two pages long but I swear I broke a sweat 
before the prying and hammering were done. The whole episode is straight 
out of a Three Stooges short, including the line “Oh, you felt that?” Then he 
shares a story of getting screwed out of his comic book collection by a 
malicious friend, a tiny and warm story of love magic, and one woman’s 
experience on ecstasy. Lots of flat goodies tucked inside every page. Selective 
trades/submissions wanted. Price:$l. Ron Avalon, P.O. Box 2505, Los 
Angeles, C A 90078-2505 (32 pages/xerox/digest/raw/CWB) 

Oblivion 

#6, Summer ’97. There have been a small handful of new zines written by and 
about teens and the issues they face. This one does a great job rounding up 
current news stories and providing articulate arguments to support youth 
rights. There are lots of pieces here that look at underage curfew laws. Matt 
did some digging and came up with pending federal legislation that would 
further tighten the restrictions on youth, and Das tells what he did in his area 
to fight the mayor’s new curfews. The national and world news excerpts about 
teens, seen one after another makes a striking statement about the stupidity of 
people—sometimes teens, sometimes adults. One student was told that Scope 
violates his school’s zero-tolerance alcohol policy, while in Belfast, a gang of 
Catholic youths forced a young Protestant to play hymns while they stoned 
him. What would Art Linkletter say? Price donation. Jestapher, 120 State 
Ave. NE #76, Olympia, WA 98501-8212—Email: oblivion@oblivion.net— 
URL: http:/ /www.oblivion.net/ (24 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed /CWB) 

+ Pariah 4 

#2, June ’96. It was intensely frustrating to read Crystal’s introduction about 
her mom going through her mail and censoring all the zines that are 
“inappropriate.” If you can’t trust a high school senior to judge for herself 
what to read, free speech is in worse shape than I thought. The rest of Pariah 
is a lighthearted collection of essays about individualism, maintaining your 
personality in a relationship, and eating vegetarian. Her rant on gender-based 
clothing and equality for the sexes was thought provoking and encouraged 
more men to wear skirts and makeup. Each copy is hand bound with ribbons 
and individually illustrated. Loves trading/re views zines/submissions want¬ 
ed. Price:55 cent stamp. Crystal VanBuren, Lawrinson Room 402, 303 
Stadium PI., Syracuse, NY 13210 (12 pages/xerox/mini/raw/C WB) 

4 Pepperpot! 4 

#2, July ’97. With the broad perspective of life that Anarkate brings to her 
zine, I knew there was something unique about her. She loves the Marx 
Brothers, eats vegan, once worked at a major fashion magazine, and now finds 
herself right at home in the cut and paste world of zines. Her zine sensibilities 
are pure and her immediate writing style makes this something to sit up and 
take notice of. She starts off with a 1970s travel story to Europe, hitting all 



Outsight is a music-news service from Tom 'Tearaway" Schulte. 
Monthly editions have appeared in print for over eight years. For as 
little as $5/mo. you can have up to 7,000 words in your publication 
from Outsight Outsight is includes music news, CD/vinyl/tape 
reviews, live reviews, film/video and publication reviews. Outsight 
is already in use by nationally distributed magazines, regional 
publications and fanzines. 7,000+ words each month, always on time, 
and you only pay for what you use! 

us039766Qmindspring.oom 

http://www.detroitmusio.oom/outslghft 


the major points of interest before veering over into Turkey, Afghanistan, and 
Nepal. There were many funny bits in here, mostly provided by her daffy 
British traveling companions. No zine would be complete without a horren¬ 
dous job story and the one that Anarkate tells is a whopper. She moved to a 
tiny town off the Alaska Highway to help a couple set up their cafe. But when 
she arrived, she found a trailer with no heat, twelve hour workdays, little food, 
and a petty witch for a boss. The topper is that her “employer” suddenly 
claimed that Kate agreed to work for free when she was confronted about 
getting paid. The feeling of being trapped somewhere with no money or 
resources to help you out made parts of this quite frightening. Elsewhere, she 
shares what she has learned about the wondrous art of manifold cooking and 
presents recipes for some of her favorite vegan meals. A delightful and 
liberating experience. No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$l/$2. Anar¬ 
kate, RR 6, S15, C20, Gibsons, BC VON 1V0, Canada (44 pages/xerox/ 
digest/raw/ CWB) _ 

Pollyanna 

#2. This would be a good zine to read when you are feeling light and dopey 
but don’t have anyone around to share your good mood with. The publishing 
team of Eleanor and Jeff review a Team Dresch show together, getting in little 
spats along the way; there’s more new vocabulary like “sluts rights: giving 
women the right to dress like sluts if they want to”; a truly baffling and 
hilarious photo collage of Jaws at the pool; and a serious article on the NEA. 
But lookout for that Johnny Suede review. Jeff doesn’t even mention the best 
part of the movie: seeing Nick Cave with a platinum blond pompadour. 
Loves trading. Price:$l. Eleanor and Jeff, P.O. Box 1685, Thousand Oaks, 
CA 91358-0685—Email: bitoffluf@aol.com (24 pages/xerox/digest/rough/ 
CWB) ___ 

Preparation X 

#5. So much to read here in this awesome zine of social commentary and smart 
writing. Recommended to fans of Stay Free (it’s a sort of Stay Free spin off). 
My favorite piece is the interview with a guy who spent this past summer 
selling counterfeit Olympic commemorative pins. Sounds like a fruitless 
undertaking? Tom Grackle made about $4,500 in three weeks selling 
enameled metallic pins for five bucks. It sounds like a rip, except the official 
pins were selling for $20. His were nearly identical, he even used the same 
Chinese manufacturing company, except his were lacking the official seal on 
the back. I also loved the visit to a geek paradise (a ham radio swapfest), the 
tale of getting hauled off to Disneyland jail, and the selection of outrageous 
quotes. Selective trades/reviews zines books comics videos. Price:$1.50. 
Skip Elsheimer, P.O. Box 33561, Raleigh, NC 27636-Email: 
skipe@alien skin.com (24 pages/loose newsprint/tabloid/polish ed/RSF) 

Psycho Carnival 

#6, June ’97. Issue #5 has some pretty lewd comics interspersed with stories 
of abandon and sometimes vial behavior. The trio of wrenching text stories 
makes a good introduction to the issue. After the first nightmarish account of 
alcoholic bingeing, the author remembers promising never to drink again. 
“Ha ha ha. Sure. Ah, the foolishness of youth.” But the worst was the time 
that his body began rejecting all foreign matter and he began puking, crapping, 
and pissing all at once. The comics by Kelly and friends have lots of giant dicks 
with angry inflamed erections set to go off at any minute. The follow-up issue 
is split almost equally between scratchy-ass comics and post apocalypse B- 
movie fiction. All the men in the strip feature giant hanging dongs while both 
text stories include characters with perpetual erections. If you have cock on 
the brain, these will be perfect. Selective trades/age statement/submissions 
wanted. Price:$2 cash. Subs:$10 for 6 issues. Kelly Gregory, 304 Main St., 
Aurora, IN 47001 (44 pages/xerox/digest/raw/CWB) _ 

Psycho.Moto Zine 

#9. This collection of small stories, gathered from friends far and wide makes 
for fascinating and diverse reading. Everything is distilled down to just a few 
paragraphs so there is a ton crammed in here. Ethan shares some of the bizaire 
lies he has convinced people of, like his teeth being made out of Fisher Price 
plastic; gives credence to the myth that pom star “Long Dong Silver” passed 
out whenever all 24" were erect; and shares a nasty (but funny) story about 
a student who mined the movie Usual Suspects by hanging a giant sign near 
the theatre that revealed the ending. Loved Ducky Doolittle’s comic of 
coprophagia (that’s eating out of the toilet in layman’s terms). No trades/ 
reviews zines videos music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$l. 
Ethan Minsker, 45 Avenue B Apt. 2, New York, NY 10009-7450—Email: 
etham@flots am.com (24 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

•f Ravenn Fanzine ♦ 

#4. Ben combines his introspective poetry and prose with some activist- 
oriented material. It’s kind of messy, but much more readable (and worth 
reading) than many. The conversation with Tony Wong, an under-18 animal 
rights activist who has spent periods in jail was enthralling. He explains his 
hunger strikes and how he was eventually force-fed to prevent his death. But 
instead of breaking Tony, the warden only reinforced his convictions and 
bolstered the ranks of the animal rights movement. Interesting essay by Ben 
about sexual labeling and the confinements of our gender-based language. 
Selective trades/reviews zines music/submissions wanted. Price:$l. Ben 
Quirk, 1920-101 Eyrie Court, Raleigh, NC 27606—Email: ravennfanzine@ 
hotmail. com—URL: http: //w ww. angelfire. com/ar/hiddentongue/index. html 
(32 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 
















Restaurant Fuel 

#3, Spring ’97. Jeff Barrus and Tina Henry certainly get their inspiration from 
music and punk rock zines, but they throw in so much good stuff their zine 
truly stands out. Everything is approached from a very personal perspective, 
giving it all a very warm feel. There’s lots of unusual stuff in here like lisa 
Jerome’s examination of the connection between MDMA and the new 
prescription diet pill. What’s most eye-opening are all the risks involved with 
this new pill that people are willing to accept for the sake of being thin. Another 
unique piece is where Tina asked her grandmother about her fellow students 
in her 1940 high school graduating class. They reprinted the class photo here 
and included all the fascinating tales of all the people in the picture. There’s 
also a report from the New York City Popfest and interviews with Washington 
DC’s Corm, Ian Svenonius of the Make-Up, antique dealer Ward Duffy, and 
cartoonists Jenny Zervakis and Mark Cunningham. Selective trades/reviews 
zines comics music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Jeff Barrus, 
P.O. Box 803, Greenbelt, MD 20768-0803—Email: orpheus@wam.umd.edu— 
URL: http://www.wam.umd.edu/~orpheus/rfmenu.html (76 pages/xerox/ 
standard/pol ished/RSF) _ 

Rollerderby 

#21. Lisa seems to be getting back to her roots in this issue of Rollerderby. 
There she is, on the front cover, in all her bright, colorful topless glory (with 
sparkly red pasties). Just like the good ol’ days, this issue is filled with rock 
star interviews and detailed discussions about sex. Starting it off is a 
conversation with Beck. He comes off as sociable and bright and a bit more 
talkative than usual. On the sexual side of things we get discussions with Dian 
Hanson (of Butts , Juggs, and Leg Show ) and a couple of guys who are in search 
of mail-order brides. I also enjoyed the discussion of the difference between 
sensuality and sexuality. Finishing up the zine is a bit of controversy as Lisa 
talks with Jean-Louis Costes about his feelings on Jews, blacks, and race. 
Selective trades/reviews zines music/prints letters. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4 
issues. Lisa Carver, P.O. Box 474, Dover, NH 03821-0474(32 pages/offset/ 
standard/pol ished/RSF) _ 

♦ Salt for Slugs + 

#3. Irreverent and silly fun from the great state of Texas. Adding a new twist 
to the old wedding game is Joe Henry, reformed altar boy who now conducts 
pet weddings. “Do you Katie take this dog Spot to be your lawful wedded 
Husband? To sniff and to nuzzle? To scratch and to preen? Through digging 
and howling?” I can’t tell if his act is a pure spoof or the real thing, but who 
cares? Tales from the Disgruntled Rider of being harassed on Austin’s CMTA 
were all too real and upsetting for anyone who has ever stood helplessly 
waiting for the bus to come. There’s also a report from the bizarre Republic 
of Texas convention and a rundown of delightfully absurd kung-fu movies. 
The right to left layout is neat, but numbering the pages 1,3,2,5... gets pretty 
annoying. Price:$3. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. James Bernard, Salt for Slugs, 
P.O. Box 50338, Austin, TX 78763—Email: elvgren8@aol.com (32 pages/ 
xerox/stand ard/DTPed/CWB) _ 

Scram 

#6, Spring ’97. It takes a lot to produce a zine this great and this one has it 
all—music, comics, interviews, and pop cultural histories. Highlights for me 
include the secret history of a radioactive poison sold as a medicinal elixir, 
Denny Eichhorn’s two-page comic story, Gloria’s (of Angry Young Wom¬ 
an) rant about why she hates people, Chas’s booze reviews, and Kim’s five- 
page appreciation of Rod McKuen. Lots of interviews with all sorts of folks 
like Neil Hamburger, The Loons, Mensclub, San Francisco’s naked saxa- 
phone player, and the two guys who produced the film Heavy Metal Parking 
Lot. Price:$5. Subs:$16 for 4 issues. Kim Cooper, P.O. Box 461626, 
Hollywood, CA 90046-1626—Email: mocakc@earthlink.net—URL: http:// 
members.tripod.com/~Scram/index.html (64 pages/offset/standard/profes- 
sional/RSF)_ 

♦ Scrap Paper Review ♦ 

#20. A very readable and enjoyable web zine created by A.D. Sullivan. Some 
poetry, some commentary, some personal stories, some fiction, all assembled 
in a straightforward single-column style that it a breeze to go through. I 
particularly like how all the back issues are listed on the first page making it 
easy to navigate and look for the good stuff. He said he’s had published paper 
versions of Scrap Paper Review for 17 years, but I don’t believe I’ve ever 
seen a copy. In this one he revealed the evil goings on at WBAI in New York. 
It’s an incredible piece that shows “the supposedly liberal management at 
WBAI acted worse than any capitalistic institution” and also details the history 
of New York’s independent media.—Email: alsulliv@village.ios.com— 
URL: http:/ /www.users.interport.net/~jfreund/spr/ (RSF) 

+ Secret Files of Captain Sissy ♦ 

#2, June ’97. A new entry in Factsheet Five that shows a sensibility to life 
values, punk rock, zines, and gender issues that’s missing from 90% of the 
male-published zines out there. Andy’s essay on art, zines, and commercial¬ 
ism includes a rare discussion of the zine medium. He raises many points about 
communication and the commoditization of art and I’d really like to see what 
response he gets. Even more thought-provoking is Andy’s admission of 
sexually abusing a friend. It raises many fundamental concepts, not least of 
which is the definition of sexual abuse. I loved Andy’s retort to an Army 
recruiter who was harassing him. “Hey, are you joining up?” “No, I’m gay.” 
Amazing that a simple comment about sexuality sends a he-man with a gun 


running off with his tail between his legs. Another piece takes down the 
tobacco industry and its insidious marketing campaigns. This whole thing is 
a very human, very real take on many of life’s issues. Be sure that $2 of your 
zine budget this issue is earmarked “Andy Cornell: Secret Files.” Selective 
trades/reviews books. Price:$2. Andy Cornell, 3907 Wedgewood Dr., 
Portage, MI 49024—Email: xandyx@umich.edu (48 pages/xerox/half-legal/ 
rough/CWB)_ 

Semibold 

#2, Spring ’97. Kathy was hesitant to produce a second issue, but she decided 
to go through with it anyway. The first main piece is about a recent relationship 
that didn’t work out as she had hoped. Instead of writing the whole thing from 
hindsight, Kathy invites us into her diary and presents seven pages of choice 
excerpts which chronicle her feelings as the whole thing unfolds. This format 
works quite well as we feel her emotional highs and lows, not knowing what 
to expect next (except for the title, “Diary of a Doomed Relationship”). The 
second piece is a great essay from Jay DeFeo, the painter best known for her 
monumental work “The Rose” which was recently restored for the Beat 
Culture exhibit making the rounds across America. Kathy did lots of research 
for this essay, presenting much more than what was available at the show. 
Kathy works at a real life graphic designer so you know her zine is gonna look 
good. With a tasteful arrangement of illustrations and clip art it’s like a model 
for perfect zine design. Selective trades/reviews zines books music/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:$l + 2 stamps. Kathy Moseley, 1573 N. Milwaukee 
#403, Chicago, IL 60622—Email: semibold@aol.com (16 pages/xerox/ 
digest/DTPe d/RSF) _ 

Shelf Life 

#4, March ’97. Reviewing Shelf Life is turning out to be the week’s biggest 
challenge. Sheryl packs in so much excitement for life and sassy but innocent 
fun, it’s hard to relay the exact feelings you get reading it. There are lots of 
clippings and contributed stories everywhere, with Sheryl’s own comments 
running all over the place. This is the ritual, tradition, and superstition issue 
with urban legends about fecal toothbrushes, the joy of olives every 
Christmas, assorted habits to bring you good (or bad) luck, and more of those 
fruity right wing Christians. Here, Cheryl reprints probably the most 
offensive church vomit I’ve ever seen. Among other things, it says “Man may 
beat and sexually desert his wife.” Could you pass me the grilled salvation 
platter, and oh, I’ll have a double scoop of mashed hatred too. Then it’s off 
for a whirl with “Weird-ass Uncle Walt.” Legends about the eccentric kook 
abound, but I had no idea he was a train-wreck fetishist, that he couldn’t draw 
any of his characters, or that his famous logo/signature looks nothing like the 
real one. Plus: Sheryl’s love/hate affair with Los Angeles, daffy words for 
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your next conversation, hilarious Battleship comic, and FRENCHY! Selec¬ 
tive trades/reviews zines music/free to prisoners/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$2. Sheryl Shelf Life, P.O. Box 91260, Santa Barbara, CA 
93190-1260 (72 pages/xerox/digest/raw/CWB) _ 

4-Siren ♦ 

For Women Who Get It 

#1. A slick new magazine created in the style of Bust or Sassy but with a 
greater sense of maturity and sophistication. There are lots of great contrib¬ 
utors to this premier issue including Trina Robbins, Samatha Grant, Sunshine 
Dewitt, and the editor Margaret Miller. I love their introductory section where 
they cover the scenes in New York, Los Angeles, and San Francisco. My 
favorite pieces include Trina Robbins’s look at female super heroes in comic 
books, Doug Oakley’s tips for avoiding travel scams, and Samantha Grant’s 
investigation into the breast. The cover girl is actress Parker Posey, but they 
also talk to feminist pomographer Lisa Palac. On 
the fashion side of things they look at boots, T- 
shirts, and lacy underwear. It’s a well-rounded 
first issue that’s a barometer of things to come. No 
trades/reviews books music. Price:$3.95. 

Subs:$19.95 for 6 issues. Siren, 1101 Clay St., 

San Francisco, CA 94108 (62 pages/offset/stan- 
dard/professional/RSF)_ 


Sockamagee 

#6. Steve keeps things pretty light in his look at 
film, music, and comics. He reviews lots of stuff, 
but does it in longer discussion pieces as opposed 
to columns of straight reviews. Wonderful was his 
look at female vocalists of the ’60s who had 
crossover country/pop hits. Where else in zines 
would you find a mention of Dusty Springfield, 
Jeanqie Riley, or Bobbie Gentry? Likewise is the 
feature on Walt Kelly’s Pogo, and the obits for 
Brian Connoly (of The Sweet) and Barry Evans of 
the British show Doctor on the Go. No trades/ 
reviews books music. Price:$2.50. Steve Richards 


+ Smokes Like a Fish + 

#2, April ’97. Jim and crew uncover some of the 
greatest anti-heroes of the film and music industry. 
The uncompromising Frank Vincent (supporting 
actor of over 30 films, including several by 
Scorcese) is profiled, as is stuntman turned direc¬ 
tor Hal Needham (of Smokery and the Bandit and 
their ilk). There’s also a couple short lexicons of 
“Scorcese Speak” and “Mafia Nicknames,” as 
well as a candid postal discussion with Mailman 
Lou. Simpsons fans will no doubt love the story 
behind the telephone calls to Moe’s bar, inspired 
by real life bartender Red and the underground 
Tube Bar tapes. No trades/reviews music/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:$3. Jim Merlis, 140 Cadman 
Plaza West 7E, Brooklyn, NY 11201—Email: 
allabunny@aol.com (45 pages/offset/half-legal/ 
DTPed/CWB) 


of personal essays from eight women, discussing various ways pop culture 
affected their youth, adolescence, and adulthood. Irene Zabytko described her 
childhood obsession with Beatles bubblegum cards, while Wendy Dutton 
described her struggles against buying her daughter Barbie dolls. In another 
section three women attempt to analyze and decode the Nancy Drew mystery 
book series. Other highlights include Colleen Smith’s struggle to keep her 
home TV-free, Maria Bruno’s obsession with political correctness, Paulette 
Licitra’s deconstruction of the Betty Crocker's Picture Cook Book, and 
Margaret Miles analysis of her family’s tourist snapshots. Price:$9. Richard 
Aguilar, Pachanga Press, 101 Middlesex Turnpike, Suite 6, Box 155, 
Burlington, MA 01803 (236 pages/perfect-bound/journal/polished/2 times a 
year/RSF) _ 

Spontaneously Combustible 

#5, August ’97. Crazy stories and drawings from the wilds of outer Detroit. 

Kevin writes one really nasty tale of grazing an 
oncoming car and then trying to flee the scene. A 
high speed chase ensued... on the highway... in the 
rain.. .CRASH! Kevin hit a guardrail head-on and 
was left to deal with his hit-and-run victim, the 
police, stitches in his face, and six points on his 
record. Later he describes another incident when 
the cops pulled him over for a bad muffler and got 
to throw him in the tank for driving drunk. Lots 
of great roommate and dishwashing tales in here 
to boot. Loves trading/reviews zines books/free 
to prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$l + stamp. Kevin Joy, P.O. Box 284, 
Eastpoint, MI 48021 (36 pages/xerox/digest/raw/ 
CWB) 


2037 Stainsbury Ave., 


Vancouver, BC V5N 2M9, Canada (20 pages/xerox/standard/ rough/CWB) 

+ Soda Pop Go + 

#1, Aug. ’97. This sharply designed and easy-to-read little zine about 
nostalgic pop culture is off to a good start. The first issue has an in-depth look 
at those Rock Lobsterians, the B-52s as well as the history of the hula hoop 
and a look at the Chipmunk Punk album (scary). I liked the piece on Chris’s 
favorite high school movies, that ranked them by plot, good and bad points, 
and moral (the moral of Rock V Roll High School is that “High school can 
be pretty damn cool it you’ve got the Ramones to trash it.” Selective trades. 
Price:$l. Chris Angotti, P.O. Box 150761, San Rafael, CA 94915—Email: 
ChrisVLHS @aol.com (20 pages/xerox/mini/DTPed/MLW) 

Son of Spamm! 

Vol. 3, #10. These folks put a surprising spin on the horror and gothic genre 
of music, art, and film. They seriously cover their scene with fresh interviews, 
articles, and lots of resources. Four working artists share their ideas on art, 
technique, and the Internet, giving some very wise advice about the passion 
for creating along the way. Fans of Clive Barker will enjoy the four-question 
conversation, brief though it is, and there are also lots of music interviews with 
not only death metal bands but some hip hoppers as well. Well rounded and 
diverse reading, especially for its genre. Price:free/. Subs:$15 for 6 issues. 
Rod Black, Son of Spamm!, P.O. Box 230699, Portland, OR 97281-0699— 
Email: sospamm@aracnet.com—URL: http://www.aracnet.com/~sospamm 
(110 pages/ bound newsprint/standard/polished/CWB) _ 

+ Spectacle ♦ 

Life, Art , Passion 

# 1, Summer ’97. A thick journal that presents a female perspective on popular 
culture. There’s lots to read in this 236-page issue. It starts off with a selection 
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RUBBER WORKS 

P O BOX 3737 
BEVERLY HILLS CA 90212 




www.TiFPhoto.com/larw 
larw@T FPhoto.com 

NSW rubberstamp catalog 2*^5 
retail and wholesale 
over-21 flyer for SASS & age statement! 

STAMPS TO WARP YOUR MIND 


+ Texas ♦ 

#1, 1997. Stories of Alan’s stay in Texas and 
Northampton, England with little-known epi¬ 
sodes of world history thrown in. Loved the 
soccer story of the Ukrainian team Dynamo. 
After Hitler’s invasion, the team became a symbol of resistance that the Nazis 
just couldn’t overcome. We are also treated to Alan’s comments on the moon 
landing (and how Michael Collins must hate being the forgotten astronaut), 
the collected works of Jack Handy, and a great periodic table of the elements 
revamped into short depressing phrases. Loves trading/prints letters/submis- 
sions wanted. Price:$l. Alan Boon, 83 Alcombe Rd., Northampton, NN1 
3LE, U.K. ( 52 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) _ 

Trailer Trash 

#9, July ’97. Another unbelievably packed issue from Michelle, this time 
devoted to work, or rather, how to avoid it. Although much of this issue is 
reprinted from other zines, these pieces all deserve a wider audience. Tim 
Righteous starts off with the excellent point that if we are such efficient 
workers today, why are we working more and more all the time? He gets into 
a whole discussion of consumer culture and the trap of a big paycheck before 
offering real ideas on cheap living. There’s also a chat with Michael Foglar 
about “unjobbing,” a Temp Slave reprint by Leah Ryan, an introduction to 
the Workers Resistance Party, and lots of resources if you need further 
inspiration. Off the topic of employment is Neil Strauss’s investigation of CB 
radio and the art pranksters of Red Asphalt Nomad, and Michelle’s story of 
using the CB for nefarious deeds until the locals finally caught up with her. 
Loves trading/reviews zines music. Price:$3 cash. Michelle Shute, P.O. Box 
864, Canton ment, FL 32533 (91 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CW B) 

♦ Turnip Farm-4- 

#3, Summer ’97. With the change in name from Tom Vs. the World, this 
zine now includes a broader selection of material. Instead of just music 
coverage, Tom is writing short fiction and essays, and publishing the works 
of others. In one piece he explains that he and his friends trashed their dining 
table at Great America to protest the high prices of food and admission. That’s 
just brilliant reasoning. Making a big mess for the poor fuckers at the burger 
stand is really showing the stockholders how you feel. Tom’s cynical take on 
the music industry was much more enjoyable. In a well thought out piece he 
asks if indie label music naturally sounds better just because it’s not tainted 
with big label money. Loves trading/reviews comics music/submissions 
wanted. Tom DiGiurco, 3048 Monterey Rd., Placerville, CA 95667 (28 
pages/xerox /digest/DTPed/CWB) _ 

Twisted Times 

#20.1 always turn to Twisted Times for the best reporting on the West Coast 
Cacophony Societies and Burning Man. This issue is no exception as Stuart 
presents the most comprehensive overview of Burning Man ’96. As was 
previously predicted, Burning Man ’95 was “the last cool year. ” Burning Man 
’96 got completely out of control, mostly as a result of dangerous interactions 
between automobiles and people. This issue has a lengthy overview from 
William Abernathy, an interview with Burning Man’s guiding spirit Larry 
Harvey, and Stuart’s analysis of the events, in which he confesses that he will 
be stepping down from the organization. Lots more in here, including an 
overview of multiple Santas in Portland, working as an election polling place 
volunteer, “white trash holiday cookin’,” and of course his patented “New- 
zak.” For a taste of what life is like in California (at least for some people) 




















check this one out. No trades/reviews zines books music URLs/prints letters. 
Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Stuart Mangrum, Twisted Times, P.O. Box 
271222, Concord, CA 94527-1222—Email: smangrum@mindspring.com 
(40 pages/xerox/standard/polished/RSF) 

♦ Universal Citizen ♦ 

#3, Fall ’97. A truly impressive group effort. Put together by Casy Kane, her 
family of editors, and a collective of writers, this one has lots of tight, 
compelling writing that wouldn’t be out of place in Harper’s, Utne, or other 
major magazines. A perfect example is the top-ten list of jazz albums. Instead 
of one person just making a quick list, six jazz aficionados wrote extensively 
about one or two jazz albums that are top examples of the artform. The result 
is a bit haphazard, but makes for some really fine journalism. Another great 
piece is Mike Pablo’s lively discussion of what it takes to be a film buff. He 
even offered “A Film Buffs Commandments” like “thou shalt choose 
letterbox” and “thou shalt avoid sequels.” Other highlights include the tour 
of Tucson, the requirements for setting up a home bar, and the overview of 
classic Greek literature. It’s a well-written and varied zine that is sure to have 
a wide appeal. Selective trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. 
Subs:$12 for 4 issues. Casey Kane, P.O. Box 23151, Alexandria, VA 22304- 
9315—Email: menace@ziplink.net—URL: http://www.menace.com/ 
universalcitizen.html (44 pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) 

♦ Utley Street News + 

#10, June ’97. A really fun collection of essays that show a lot of research and 
a strong sense of humor. K.’s look at the legacy of dead celebrities was 
excellent. Assembled are the likes of Amelia Earhart, JFK, Anastasia 
Romanova, L. Ron Hubbard, even lovable Abe Vigoda, all of whom were 
rumored to have survived their reported deaths. Supposedly they spent their 
last days on an island or in Argentina or with amnesia or on a hospital ward 
that was otherwise empty. Who knows, maybe they are all together on 
Hubbard’s boat eating cheese and wine with Hitler. Then, there’s a brilliant 
recap of Charlton Heston’s disaster movies that would make a great course 
syllabus for film school. He has lived through nuclear war, overpopulation, 
even a virus that turns people into vile zombies. Loves trading/reviews zines 
books. Price:$l. K. Cunningham, 2118 Lincoln Park #2R, Chicago, IL 
60614 (24 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

Velvet Grass 

#26. Another hefty issue from Rebecca. She covers all the major changes in 
her life as well as giving us a smattering of lighter stuff too. With all the 
contributions here, Velvet Grass is developing into a multi-topic discussion 
zine. What started out as an awful road trip story ended up with a discussion 
of the backwardness of Virginia law. Spread across seven pages is this story 
of Rebecca meeting another woman, developing a crush on her, and pondering 
the outcome of future relationships. Rita gives us her story of a horrible pelvic 
exam done by a male doctor, Rebecca shares the results of her phone calls to 
toll free consumer hotlines, and both she and Penni discuss their experiences 
with motherhood. Lots of crafty tips in back, a good amount of Rebecca’s 
artwork, and a really neat idea for getting a better attitude about your own 
body. No trades/reviews zines. Price:$l + 3 stamps. Rebecca Dillon, 828 
Brownwood Dr. NW, Roanoke, VA 24017-4320 (44 pages/xerox/digest/ 
rough/CWB)_ 

Voiceworks 

#28, Autumn ’97. This beautifully designed and printed zine is the product 
of many of Australia’s young writers. This issue investigates the slippery topic 
of “fame” with stories of celebrities, products, and fiction. The interview with 
Australia’s youngest Senator was outstanding. As a 27-year-old woman 
directly involved in government decisions, her vantage point on many issues 
is unique to say the least. She gives a frank view of the patronizing government 
slobs she has to deal with, says that despite her young age, high school kids 
still can’t relate to her, and gives her opinions on mass media coverage of 
youth. Jessica Raschke’s essay on the Coca Cola Museum in Sydney was well 
presented. She maintains a fairly even attitude throughout while still getting 
her opinions aired. Lots of decent fiction and poetry including work by Paul 
Veitch and Jessica Markham. No trades/reviews zines books comics videos 
music. Price:AUS $8.75. Steve Grimwade, Voiceworks, 156 George St., Fitzroy, 
VIC 3065, Australia—Email: voiceworks@vicnet.net.au—URL: http:// 
www.vicnet.net.au/~voiceworks (80 pages/offset/paperback/polished/CWB) 

Wax Museum 

#3, February ’97. Reading this is kinda like joining your neighborhood zine 
publisher for a fun chat over coffee and French crullers. T.C. mixes lots of 
stories, reviews, and intriguing little bits in the margin. His lettered alone is 
a hoot, with notes from many publishers and some great observations on life. 
He likens audio formats with various kitchen appliances, ponders the word 
“hawsome,” and gets in the last word in response to his zinester peers. His 
cavalcade of romance comics was hilarious. T.C. shares his titillating new 
finds and can’t help thinking that Fred Wertham may not have been so far off 
after all. One piece has Wonder Woman saying “Some girls love to have a 
man stronger than they are make them do things. Do I like it? I don’t know— 
it’s sort of thrilling. But—isn’t it more fun to make the man obey?” Hilarious 
image of Casey Kasem revisiting his role from “The Incredible Two-Headed 
Transplant. ” Loves trading/reviews zines music/prints letters. Price:$2 cash. 
T. C. Costulis, 909 McCoy Creek Ct., Suisun, CA 94585-3775 (44 pages/ 
xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 


♦ Wipe & Flush ♦ 

A great cutting-edge design backed up by fine writing makes this one a model 
for what a good medley zine should be. There’s a little bit of music, a little 
bit of culture, and no theme or focus. I got this one to check out the article 
on those cool cats in LA: Andy Jenkins, Mark Lewman, Rick Howard, and 
Spike Jonze. It’s a great piece covering their early magazine efforts, later T- 
shirt work, Dirt , Girl skateboards, and of course all those videos. Another 
good piece is the series of photos taken at Lollapalooza, which were critiqued 
by “Heavy Metal” Ed Harvey who decided the level of “heaviness” of the 
people in the photos. Lots of other stuff, including a prank on the Jerry 
Springer show and an interview with the Alf kid (who is now 18 years old). 
No trades/reviews music/submissions wanted. Price:$2???. Dump Media, 
4022 North Clarendon Apt. IS, Chicago, IL 60613—Email: 
dumpmedia @aol.com (44 pages/offset/digest/polished/RSF) 

Woozy 

#17. This one is a multinational zine, as it’s produced by folks who live in 
Australia and the U.K., but travel around quite a bit. Even with all that 
traveling they still manage to get a bunch of issues out (though getting them 
to Factsheet Five is another story). Number 17 is the political issue that 
features a thoughtful essay about squatting and its effect on urban gentrifica- 
tion, an examination of the new theory that AIDS is a product of environmental 
illness, and a lengthy discussion of Jim Keith’s book Black Helicopters Over 
America. They also sent us #13 which is a great, thick issue devoted to the 
global bicycle movement. There’s lots of fun stuff in this 72-page issue from 
people all over the world. Essential for bike zine fans. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines books comics/submissions wanted. Price:US$3. L. MacFar- 
lane, Choozy, P.O. Box 4434, Melbourne University, Parkville, VIC 3052, 
Australia (22 pages/offset/brochure/DTPed/RSF) 

Wormblower 

Dogma, Pornography and Recipes for Bored Mean Idiots 

#7, June ’97. The boys must have a pretty good time putting this together. It’s 
just a notch above outright potty humor that includes some serious text with 
its adolescent jokes. I’ve been waiting almost two years to read my first real 
interview with T.R. Miller, that creative powerhouse behind “Luhey” 
comics. Here, he ponders the possibility of Luhey celebrating Kwanzaa and 
comments briefly on his personal love life. Alongside Miller’s real Cartoon- 
erama artwork, we get some great homemade strips like Mr. Stick and the one 
where Luhey is cruelly run over in traffic. There’s also a classification of 
underwear stains, more wonderful detourned comics, and porn star Catalina 
L’Amour trying to carry on a Penthouse Forum dialogue when the interviewer 


Universal Citizen 


if you've ever gone someplace, 
eaten, read a book, seen a movie, 
fixed something, broke something, 
had a thought, had a relationship, 
had an opinion, felt you were right, 
felt you were wrong, didn't care, 
wished you were someone else, 
were happy you were yourself, had 
a dream, had a nightmare, or had a 
pulse... then we've got a zine for 
you. 

wiling about life 
for those who live it. 

http://www.menace.com/universalcitizen.html 


Universal Citizen 
Box 23151 

Alexandria, VA 22304-9315 
single copies $3 • one year subscription $12 
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is asking serious questions. Selective trades/reviews zines books comics 
music/age statement/prints letters. Price:$l -I- stamp. Aphid Peewit, P.O. 
Box 68098, Minneapolis, MN 55418 (40 pages/xerox/standard/D TPed/CWB) 

+Woundig + 

#1. Here’s a really friendly, personal collection of stories, recipes, and 
scratchy-ass comics. Kristy covers most of the basics and even throws in a few 
surprises. For you vegans, there is everything from dairy-free Irish cream to 
a great recipe for soba noodles in peanut sauce. Kristy’s palindrome list was 
a surprise. Not only does she leave off all the most common (and tired) longer 
palindromes, but she printed many I had never heard of like “caibohphobic” 
(that one’s up to you to figure out). We also get her nasty tom ligament hiking 
story and the time she and her friends got creative with spray paint on school 
grounds. Price:$2???. Kristy, 104 Union St., Nelson, BC V1L 4A2, 
Canada—E mail: woundig@hotmail.com (50 pages/xerox/diges t/raw/CWB) 

You Sank My Battleship! 

Vol. 2, #1. Aside from the award-winning title, this zine is one of the better 
chroniclers of pop culture—vintage monster movies, ’70s TV, etc. It was 
created “as a touring vehicle” for the power pop Splitsville, so look for them 
when they swing through your town and get a free copy of YSMB. 
Interestingly, I’m writing this on the 20th anniversary of Elvis’ death, and 
YSMB has managed to cut through all the media hoo-ha with their Elvis Fun 
Facts (“Elvis’ colon weighed 62 lbs at the time of his autopsy”; Elvis carried 
his own silverware everywhere he went”). Also in this issue is a rundown of 
the top 10 worst cartoon characters of all time, and while I don’t agree with 
all of their choices (Pepe LePew does have his charms), in many areas they’re 
right on (“Grape Ape—A real moron. All he knows how to say is his own 
name. ”) We also have the talented Laslo Fig writing on the topics of toast (he 
likes it) and schoolyard politics (pure hell). Selective trades/age statement/ 
prints letters. Price:$l. Subs:$4 for 4 issues. Jennifer Marsh, 822 Guilford 
Ave. #141, Baltimore, MD 21202—Email: jmarsh@citypaper.com (24 
pages/loose newsprint/standard/DTPed/MLW) _ 

Zapruder Headsnap 

#9. Lots to read in this latest offering from Sean. Pushing things even further, 
he goes after the uber-being, L. Ron Hubbard. After years of pestering he 
finally submitted to one of the Scientology tests, but the fun didn’t really start 
until he went down to their office. Kraut Jackson went on a different 
adventure, heading off to Reno to pay a visit to the famed Mustang Ranch. 
Even more depraved is Sean’s trip to Washington, DC to check out the ’97 
Clinton Inauguration. Selective trades/reviews zines/prints letters/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:$3. Sean Beaudoin, 537 Jones St. #2074, San Francisco, 
CA 94102 ( 34 pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) _ 

4- Zebra + 

#5. The cover says it all: “Girls on the Loose.” Melanie and Melinda are 
taking no prisoners with their writing that’s lewd, crude, crass, and a barrel 
of fun. We hear about the new club for small-breasted girls, meet some famous 
past celebrity members, and then go on to celebrate the joys of no sagging. 
Melinda’s story of body smell was quite odd, both for subject matter and nutty 
spelling. She describes the pheromones that turn her on, then asks about 
people’s “fear and discust from smelling like your body outor.” From there 
it’s on to the exciting world of espionage, John Waters, books about women 
who don’t take any shit, and a great dialogue with Jesse Reklaw of Concave 
Up. “Tick tock / pirhannas in my pool / flip flop /1 fish them out. ” Now that’s 
poetry. Selective trades. Price:$l. Melanie, 16801 Spruce Way, Lynnwood, 
WA 98037 (64 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 


OTHER ZINES 


59 CENTS #19, June ’97. A lively fanzine that covers a wide range of interests— 
music, sports, veganism, and a really unique analysis of the many different types of 
women’s menstrual products. Liz compared tampons, maxi pads, and the new cup/ 
diaphragm Instead. I also liked the vegan resources, but they’re primarily for Seattle 
residents. Price:$2. Alison Dahmen, 59 Cents fanzine, P.O. Box 19806, Seattle, WA 

98109 (24/ standard/rough/RSF) ______ 

ARTFAG A messy zine with lots of amusing bits. We get discussions of scars, bikes, 
pets, instructions on stealing bus stop posters, and even a short play. Price:$l. 24700 
McBean Pa rkway, Box JC-28, Valencia, CA 91355. Loves trading. (digest/ro ugh/RSF) 
ATHENA #2. Rebecca mostly describes her anguished feelings and unnamed 
torment. One personal story is about her and a friend drifting apart ambiguously, and 
another is a true story of the Chinese vampire gangs. Price:2 stamps. Rebecca Ende, 
425 Sandh urst Dr., Petersburg, VA 23805. Loves trading. (28 D/raw/C WB) 
BECAUSE REALITY SUCKS #1, August ’97. A fun zine that, while overburdened 
with poetry, has a really good essay from a person who works in a customer service 
department. It’s interesting to read this straightforward piece after reading all the 
amusing letters to companies (and their responses) that I’ve seen in so many zines. 
Price:free. Jill Ausbukry, P.O. Box 5697, Fort Wayne, IN 46805. Selective trades. 

(23/standa rd/rough/RSF) _ . 

BIGGER ISN’T BETTER #1, July ’97. Jennifer has a real love/hate relationship 
with New York City. But after living there most of her life, it seems like the hate side 
has begun to win over. She still seems to thrive on all the activity but the filth, 
weirdos, and space invaders on the subway are taking their toll. She interviews John 
Hall and Furious George and shares her punk fantasy. Price:$2. Jennifer Kao, 70 
Natick St., San Francisco, CA 94131. Selective trades. (60/mini/rough/ CWB) 
BLACK PROMISES MAGAZINE #24, Summer ’97. This is a zine that explores 
writing and music of a dark nature. Pen pals and tape traders are greatly encouraged, 
including free ads. The actual creative writing in this issue is minimal. Mostly, there 
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are interviews with several bands. Loves trading. Price:$l. Subs:$l for 1 issues. Lori 
Burton, Black Promises Magazine, P.O. Box 98072, Pittsburgh, PA 15227-0472 

(20/standa rd/rough/TQM) _ 

BOGGOB #2, June ’97. Nicely designed collection of factoids, fiction, and 
lighthearted predictions for the future. The best thing is the list of real country and 
western songs. How about “I Fell In A Pile Of You And Got Love All Over Me” or 
“Pardon Me, I’ve Got Someone To Kill.” We also hear of the Pink Floy d/Wizardof 
Oz connection, get some PG-13 photo funnies, and learn how the conservatives are 
trying to end porn shops in Chattanooga. Price:$2. Subs:$10 for 4. Richard Howell, 
P.O. Box 4 425, Chattanooga, TN 37405, Selective trades. (28/standard/DTPe d/CWB) 
BREAKFAST #9. An endearing zine that isn’t hampered by its massive sloppiness— 
it’s almost enhanced by it. Even though Athena lives in the Philippines, it seems like 
she could be a nascent Riot Grrrl living in any small town in America. She wrote 
about Veruca Salt, how she first got interested in zines, and tips for dubbing tapes. 
Price:US $2. Athena, 5338 Amorsolo Street, Dasmarinas Village, Makaiti City, 

1221, Phili ppines. Loves trading. (digest/raw/RSF) _ 

BRETTNEWS #34. A distillation of the most typical zine offerings. There’s the 
horoscope, the fake advice column, one single recipe, a handful of reviews, letters 
to the editor, etc. Regular feature “Men My Mother Dated” was the best piece here. 
Price:$2. Subs:$10 for 4. Brett Leveridge, 245 Eighth Ave. Suite 305, New York, 
NY 10011 -1607. Loves trading. (12/half-legal/DTPed/CWB) [60] 

BRIGHTON PUNK #3, Spring ’97. On the lighter side of dating and office work is 
Jennifer’s zine of comics and short writing. “If the Seven Dwarves Were Female 
Stereotypes” turns Disney on its head. I don’t think we’ll be seeing Snow White team 
up with Crampy, Cindy, Nurse, or Sleazy anytime soon. Price:$2. Subs:$6 for 4. Jennifer 
Q Public, 4 736 S. Maplewood Ave., Chicago, IL 60632. (32/digest/rough/CW B) 
CAMPUS CIRCLE Vol. 6, #10, Jan. 22, ’97. These guys are very in-touch for a 
mostly campus mag, but maybe that is because they are in California. They actually 
distribute to campuses all over LA and retail outlets, too. Plenty on music, film, 
Internet, snowboarding and a short story. Less Than Jake is the cover story. 
Price:$2?. Campus Circle, 289 S. Robertson Blvd. #230, Beverly Hills, CA 90211 

(30/tabloid /DTPed/TQM) _ 

CHAPEL ZONE #59, June ’97. Doug has a good comical style with his big-head 
cartoon people and his tongue-in-cheek gags. He sends up TheX-Files with a behind- 
the-scenes look at the show, and lambastes the rap music scene as well. Split with his 
own zine of nostalgic toys, swank stripper records, and music and zine reviews. 
Printed with a color cover. Price:$2. Doug Chapel, 25 Woodford St. #3, Worcester, 

MA 01604 (40/mini/DTPed/CWB) [52] _ 

CHINESE BOB #3. Kinda punk, kinda sloppy, but still with enough personality to 
make things interesting. Certainly the highlight is the interview with Larry Liver¬ 
more of Lookout Records where he talked about the history of the label and the recent 
problems with Ben Weasel. There’s also a thoughtful piece from a rebellious high 
schooler and funny tips for being a mallrat. Price:$l. Jay Dee, P.O. Box 500233, San 

Antonio, T X 78280-6233. Loves trading. (44/digest/raw/RSF) _ 

THE CONFEDERATE MACK #4, May ’97. Wrasslin’, com liquor-drinking, drag 
racing, trailer-living, no layout-having zine that walks the trashy side of life. Lots of 
Top 10 lists like “Nicknames In My Family,” and “The Feds Seized Your Property 
& You Could Only Escape With 10 Records. ” Price:$l. Raven McMillian, Rt. 1 Box 
70 C, Meh errin, VA 23954. Selective trades. (16/digest/rough/CWB) 
CRACKWHORE #1. Short perceptions of dorm life with a few neat pieces. One was 
the reprint of how to properly give a woman head, and the other was the comparison 
of clueless computer users to car owners. “Ignition? Motor? Battery? How come I have 
to know all these technical terms just to use my car?” Price:2 stamps. Katie, 1052 
Fargo Quad Box 615052, University at Buffalo, Buffalo, NY 14261 (20/digest /raw/CWB) 
CRAP-O-RAMA #4. Kinda silly kinda fun, Gina puts all sorts of stuff in here like 
a list of 39 things that suck, a tale of diarrhea Hell, and a visit to San Diego. Price:50C. 
Gina, Crap -O-Rama, P.O. Box 69106, Portland, OR 97201 (16/digest/r ough/RSF) 
CREEPY MIKE’S OMNIBUS OF FUN #5. Like many a zine publisher Creepy 
Mike moved out to San Francisco. Not that there are any available apartments here, 
but it’s nice to know that he’s living here now. As always there’s tons of thoughtful 
comic reviews and some silly, but insightful interviews. He asked Julie Doucet, the 
Bush Tetras, and Yasuko Onuki of Melt Banana a “dozen dopey questions.” 
Price:$2. Michael J. Ruspantini, Clownhead Productions, P.O. Box 401026, San 
Francisco, CA 94140-1026. Selective trades. (36/digest/rough/RSF) [59 ] 

DAISY DISSECTED #1. Wendee went to a lot of trouble gluing all her pages 
together to get double sided printing. She includes a couple rewritten Dr. Seuss 
rhymes and a sharp piece that turns the table on straight people. “Why do they always 
have to be so blatant?” Price:$l + 2 stamps. Wendee Phillips, 201 Lake St., 
Chittenang o, NY 13037. Selective trades. (23/standard/raw/CWB) 
DEANOTATIONS #78, June ’97. This reminded me of The Prairie Rambler on 
first glance, but these little entries are more often humorous puns, palindromes, and 
spoonerisms rather than pithy quotes. “Pornographic poems, or to the Romans, vice 
versa.” Price:free/SASE. Subs:$10 for 6. Dean Blehert, 11919 Moss Point Ln., 
Reston, V A 20194-1728. Loves trading. (4/standard/DTPed/CWB) [60] 

DIARY OF A MULLOTHEAD WANNABE #2, May ’97. Dara comes out strongly 
defending her choice to smoke weed, shares some tips on rolling a blunt, describes 
how her friend’s dad called the cops and got her arrested, and finally says she’s 
getting sued for a car accident and resulting miscarriage that wasn’t her fault. 
Price:the usual. Dara Cupingood, 3116 Nottingham Rd., Norristown, PA 19403. 

Loves trad ing. (20/digest/rough/CWB) _ 

DISCONTENT #4, Spring ’97. Brief outpouring of vocabulary fun, dream tran¬ 
scripts, culinary arts, and helpful hints on being pretentious. Katherine presents her 
“Anne Frank Memorial Soup” with no disrespect, but explains that the soup Anne 
had to prepare best resembles what hungry twenty-somethings are able to make on 
limited means. Well done and funny, but could use a few more pages for bulk. 
Price:$l. Subs:$4 for 4. Katherine Innis, P.O. Box 24, Brattleboro, VT 05302. 

Loves trad ing. (12/digest/rough/CWB) _ 

EVERYTHING TASTES BETTER WITH FROSTING #1, Summer ’97. Not to 
be confused with the zine Everything Tastes Better with Ketchup, this one is more 

































introspective and sentimental. A little fiction about a 
chance meeting and a recipe for vegan brownies. 
Price:$2. Meegan, P.O. Box 1, Bridgewater, CT 06752. 
Selective trades. (20/half-legal/rough/CWB) 
FEMINIST CARPETCLEANER *24. If you chemi¬ 
cally fused Crap Hound and the old View from the 
Ledge you’d be getting a good idea what FC is like. It’s 
a giant collection of goofy graphics, vintage ads, and 
newsclips that miraculously saw print in mainstream 
publications before being reprinted here. As the name 
implies, much of this relates to gender and sexual 
issues, but the subjects are approached with lots of 
humor. Price:$3. Subs:$7.50 for 3. Meyla C. Bianco, 
4700 N. Kolb #7111, Tucson, AZ 85750. Loves trad¬ 
ing. (54/ha lf-legal/rough/CWB) [60] 

FIDO #7, May ’97. This issue is less political and more 
focused on personal stories and general news. Bruce 
starts off with his trip back to Chicago, a city he hadn’t 
seen in twenty years. Despite being reminded of its 
sometimes bleak past, he must have missed those IHOP 
pancakes and the sweet blues from the Kingston Mines. 
Then it was off to upstate New York for a Dylan concert 
and a disappointing stop at the Baseball Hall of Fame. 
Price:$2.50. Subs:$10for4. Bruce Olson, 21 Rosecrest 
Ave., Alexandria, VA 22301. Loves trading. (16/ 

standard/r ough/CWB) [60] _ 

FIELD TRIP #9. Natalie must have had a good time 
putting this together as it’s full of all the jokes she shares 
with her friends. One page is a string of nutty quotes 
that are probably funnier not knowing the context they 
were originally used in. “I wonder how many freshmen 
died in the pretend fire” or “it’s like third-string 
butter.” Price:$l+ 2 stamps. Natalie Elaine, 7363 
Westview Dr., Boardman, OH 44512-5552. Loves 
trading. (2 0/standard/raw/CWB) [61] 

FIELDS OF CLOVER #2. Canadian zine with envi¬ 
ronmental sensibilities and social commentary. Stefin 
uses old magazine ads (with some updated text) to give 
his message extra punch. He found an old hunting 
brochure and substituted the word “potato” for “deer.” 
The result reads like a cartoon caption from Glen 
Baxter. On a grimmer note, Stefin worries about the 
future of the planet and the role that capitalism plays in 
it. Stefin, Willowbrook Postal Outlet, 19705 Fraser 
Highway, Box 93009, Langley, BC V3A 8H2, Canada 

(52/digest/ rough/CWB) _ 

FLOPHOUSE #1. Lots of neat stuff here, making the 
zine’s personality hard to pin down. The advertising 
parodies are cool. The piece on women-in-prison mov¬ 
ies covers all the requirements of the genre like gratu¬ 
itous shower scenes and the cruel matron. The excerpts 
from a 1910 book on the horrors of medical care in that 
period are downright horrifying. Selective trades. 
Price:$3.95. Subs:$12. Jim Lucio, 80 E. 3rd St., #14, 
New York, NY 10003 (41/xerox/standard/DT Ped/MJB) 
FOOT FOOT #1, July ’97. Great color cover of an old 
Bible patriarch with his ventriloquist dummy but the 
inside is a bit lackluster. Larry King excerpt was really 
weird but the play was too silly. Price:$2. Subs:$20 for 
10. Kirven Blount, 858 10th Ave. #3-S, New York, NY 
10019-291 7. Selective trades. (18/digest/DT Ped/CWB) 
GALAXY #6. Foil wrapped collection of notes from 
the police blotter, her parents’ divorce, the new craze of 
kava kava, and how Bettie Page got her modeling start. 
Some good reprints and a neat cover, but kind of sparse. 
Price:$l + stamp. Velour, 1001 E. Griswold #22, 
Phoenix, AZ 85020. Loves trading. (24/mini/raw/CWB) 
GO METRIC #7, Winter ’97. It’s like Mike shook up 
the bottle of silly string and shot it all over this. There 
are bits of whimsy, artwork, and music smushed to¬ 
gether. It’s not likely that many people will enjoy the 
overly dry responses to Stephen Wright’s questions on 
Seinfeld but I certainly did. Instead of laughing at those 
tired insipid gags like “If nothing sticks to Teflon, how 
does Teflon stick to the pan?” he calmly explains why. 
Price:stamp. MikeFaloon, c/o Egghead, P.O. Box250878, 
New York, NY 10025 (xerox/half-legal/rou gh/CWB) 
GROPING://FOR LU.NA" #7, May ’97. Some great 
clippings and page arrangements here. The story of 
“Lover, Fighter, Park Ranger” and his run-in with the 
delusional goddess Hera was the best that Groping has 
run yet. Also loved the glowing reverence for Ronnie 
James Dio and the “Cosmic Duality of the Sign o’ Rock.” 
Price:$l + 2 stamps. Groping forLU.na, P.O. Box 953, 
Del Mar, CA 92014 (44/digest/DTPed/CW B) [58] 
HIGH SCHOOL PSYCHOPATH #1. A very typical 
zine, with band interviews and such, but with some fine 
writing about intriguing local issues. The best piece 
here is the chronology of Madison’s Mifflin Street 
Block Party that turned into a riot as day turned into 


night. Price:2 stamps. High School Psychopath, P.O. 
Box 804, Wazata, MN 55391. Loves trading. (24/ 

digest/rou gh/RSF) _ 

HIP SURGERY #6, April ’97. This reminds me of an 
assembly project. It has the same experimental, theme¬ 
less, and sometimes chaotic layout, while still being fun 
and novel. My favorite page is the series of short 
messages about television. Four icons, four lines: 
“Turn TV on/change channel/tum TV off/your turn.” 
Then there’s a hilarious page of altered ads from the 
classifieds and various other strange text/graphic com¬ 
binations. Price:3 stamps. Myke O’clock, 1010 N. 
Dodge St., Iowa City, IA 52245. Loves trading. (36/ 

digest/rou gh/CWB) _ 

I NEED AIR #4. Crazy quilt of words, old magazine 
clippings, and scratchy-ass drawings. Some of it was 
just routine collage, some of it made me anxious, 
“come on. waiting for that last thirty seconds for my 
malt-o-meal to cook, trying to remember a good joke, 
i can’t think of one. set up. punchline, zap. waiting for 
a friend to call, it is too hot. leaves dripping sweat and 
walls setting off fires that make my skin itch.” Price:2 
stamps. Kevin Shank, P.O. Box 8325, Portland, OR 
97201-8325. Loves trading. (40/mini/raw/CWB) [59] 
INNER SWINE Vol. 2, #3, January ’97. A conglom¬ 
erate of essays and short fiction that bats around .500 
for entertainment. Jeof tells you how to sneak personal 
work into the office while Jeff explains how to tell real 
friends from passing acquaintances and why vegetari¬ 
ans are assholes. Price:$4.50. Subs:$9 for 3. Jeff 
Somers, 293 Griffith St. #9, Jersey City, NJ 07307. 
Selective trades. (60/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

INSITE UNVERSITY REPORTER June ’97.1 had a 
good time perusing the mix that Insite offers. There is 
art, music, and some local features. In this edition we 
check in with author John Krakauer, Drew Barrymore, 
Helmet, Fountains Of Wayne, Sick Of It All, and 
mountain bikes. INsite Seattle, 603 Stewart St. #1021, 
Seattle, W A 98101 (tabloid/polished/TOM) 
INSOMNIA #3, March ’97. A zine that takes pop 
culture and stands it on its head. They pay tribute to that 
lightbringer of the Big Boy restroom Jack Chick, tell us 
the latest in Mexican wrestling, and ponder the legacy 
of “alleged child toucher” Jeff (Frugal Gourmet) Smith. 
Price:$3. Subs:$18 for 6. Sam Panico, P.O. Box 5937, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15210. Loves trading. (32/standard/ 

polished/C WB)_ 

THE JOY PAGE #6, Winter ’97. A neat collection of 
stories, comics, and fun tidbits—some original, some 
reprinted. Fans of Frank Sinatra will love his personal 
lexicon taken from The Frank Sinatra Scrapbook. You 
too can learn phrases like “What a ring-a-ding broad!” 
and “You’re platinum, pussycat!” There’s also the 
history of the Rat Pack and Maridel Allinder’s story of 
being a TV editor without owning a TV. Price:$l. 
Subs:$5 for 4. Pam Richardson, P.O. Box 1520, Evan¬ 
ston, IL 60204-1520. Loves trading. (20/standard/ 

DTPed/C WB) [59] _ 

KIT ZINE Vol. 3. In the long hiatus between issues 6 
and 7, Harvey pacifies us with issue 6.5 in which he 
grapples with his Christianity. Price:$l, Stamps. James 
D. Harvey, KiT Zine, 27 E. central Ave. #R5, Paoli, 
PA 19301 (4/standard/rough/TOM) 

THE LAST TEMPTATION #12. Nick is on a crusade 
to make zines fun again. He says he’s tired of sucky 
zines with too many fonts, Fat Wreck Chord ads, and 
whiney essays. He gets things going with a tribute to 
Troma, the folks who brought us The Toxic Avenger. 
Closer to home is a rant about poor roommate Ulf, 
otherwise known as “He who never leaves the apart¬ 
ment.” I was fully in Nick’s camp until he started 
complaining about Ulf s music. “I mean, he listens to 
Frank Zappa for Christsakes! Nobody likes that shit.” 
Price:$l. Nick Bell, 1932 Orchard Rd., Holtville, CA 
92250 (38/ digest/rough/CWB) [60] 

LEFT HANDED FEATHER MERCHANT #3. Dis¬ 
parate group of essays that can be difficult to get a 
handle on. John writes a lengthy preparedness guide for 
emergency situations, explains the joys of being a peep 
fiend, and discusses his quest for good porn. Lotsa color 
porno pictures clipped from magazines and glued in 
every copy. Price:$l + 2 stamps. John Thomas, Box 
4271, Bremerton, WA 98312. Selective trades. (30/ 

digest/rou gh/CWB) _ 

LEGENDS #69. Since 1990 Marcus has been publish¬ 
ing this zine of music and science fiction commentary. 
It’s not quite to my tastes, a bit uneven and unfocused, 
but seven years—that’s a long time. There’s some 
writing about Sisters of Mercy and the history of MTV. 
Price:$5. Marcus Panchenko, P.O. Box266, S. Bound- 
brook, NJ 08880 (standard/rough/RSF) 
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LITTLE BO PEEP ON ACID #4, Spring ’97. A 
scattering of decent writing once you get past the 
abysmal page layout. In the second issue Khyla explains 
why she wants to see an end to tourists at the mall and 
how her new labeling system for people will end the 
identity crisis for youth. Issue #4 had more rants about 
malls, a funny table of the elements, and tips for 
annoying fast food employees. Price:$l. Khyla Rosse 
Hi, 3400 Frosty Way #3, Naples, FL 34112. Loves 
trading. (6/standard/raw/CWB) 

LUNCH MAGAZINE Vol. 2, #1. A delightful collec¬ 
tion that brings together essays, poetry, comics, and the 
Lunch pledge to keep things fun. Jason Jonker’s story 
of refusing to call the cops after a series of burglaries 
will provoke discussion. He says he knows all the 
reasons to lock people up and is angry as hell about his 
loss, but wonders if involving the law really helps 
anyone. Loves trading. Price:$2 + stamps. Subs:$10 
for 4 issues. Tony Quiroz, 1926 E. Camelback Rd. #555, 
Phoenix, A Z 85016 (40/xerox/half-legal/DT Ped/CWB) 
MARY IS RECKLESS #4. A fun little zine with lots 
of short things to read. My favorite bit is the collection 
of unusual “Hints from Helen” like using “congealing 
boar urine” as dish soap or buying new clothes instead 
of washing your old ones. Another funny bit is “What 
should you be when you grow up?” Price:$l. Subs:$2 
for 3. Johanna M., P.O. Box 488, Brewster, MA 
02631. Selective trades. (28/mini/raw/RSF) 

MEMEME #3, Summer ’97. A neat sampling of 
clippings and cocktails, travel and television. This time 
we hear all about the graces and charm of Dinah Shore. 

This ten page spread tracks her film career, her passion 
for golf, and the many celebrity friends she made. Not 
as much travel as the previous issue but we do get a 
story of a visit to Pakistan where the publisher had her 
hands painted in a mehndi ceremony. Price:$1 + 2 
stamps. 1060 Dolores St., San Francisco, CA 94110- 
2925. Sele ctive trades. (32/digest/rough/C W B) [61] 
MIMEZINE #2. Robert keeps referring to the coming 
apocalypse (“The Big Ugly”) in terms of partial rever¬ 
ence and partial fear. But being as close as he was to the 
Financial District gun rampage that left eight people 
dead, I don’t blame him. Lots of clippings on the 
shooting and a long rhyme about “The Bad Lieuten¬ 
ant.” Price:$2. Robert Hubbard, 2349 B SE Bellview 
Ave., Topeka, KS 66605. Selective trades. (50/half- 

legal/roug h/CWB) _ 

MOO JUICE #16. A larger sized Moo Juice with lots 
of interviews, reprints, comics, and assorted silliness. 

In this one they talk to The Jumpstarts, The Articles, 
Juggernaut, and Slim Goodbody. Price:$3. Subs:$12 for 
4. Britton Walters, P.O. Box 11619, Chicago, IL 60611 
-3204. Selective trades. (40/standard/polished/RSF) [60] 
MUFFIN BONES #16, Spring ’97. A combination of 
Emily’s illustrated stories and her life in college. The 
piece about trying to clean out the attic and finding an 
entire lifetime of one person’s possessions was the most 
compelling. The letters that went unsent, the journals, 
and all the personal objects had a way of drawing Emily 
in as she tried to unravel the story and psychology of 
their past owner. Price:$1 + 2 stamps. Subs:$5 for 4. 
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Emily K. Larned, Wesleyan University, 178 Farms 
Rd., Stamford, CT 06903-2721. Selective trades. (22/ 

standard/r ough/CWB) [61] _ 

MULES & VAUGHN Vol. 14, #1, 1997. It’s been a 
while since we’ve seen this one. Five years later they’re 
still publishing—with a brand new format. There’s a 
funny list of some contemporary Barbie dolls, a short 
story, some satirical pieces, and movie reviews. Price:$l. 
Scott Vaughn, 7725 W. Redfield Rd., Peoria, AZ 
85381. Lo ves trading. (20/standard/DTPed /RSF) [55] 
NO BETTER VOICE #8, April ’97. Light stuff about 
Lydon’s life including her top 15 things worth living 
for, Pooh pictures, admiration for her brother, and 
another night in Livonia discussing the ethics of porn 
movies over a pitcher of lemonade. Price:$l. Lydon, 
P.O. Box 510843, Livonia, MI 48151-0843. Loves 

trading. (2 8/digest/raw/CWB) _ 

NOT TO SCALE #2, June ’97. Eric reprints some 
fascinating bits of text, culling the best material he can 
find from old home-ec books. Harper’s, even White 
House memos. Best was the appointment sheet from 
President Truman, listing everyone he spoke to that 
afternoon with snide comments about them in the 
margin. Then Eric delivers some choice excerpts about 
bra-stuffing and middle school showers from VJ 
Kennedy’s book. Loves trading. Price:$2. Eric Brosch, 
Box 237, 11470 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, OH 44106 

(24/xerox/ half-legal/rough/CWB) _ 

OFF MY JAMMY #8. A little smattering of every¬ 
thing. Lisa brings us quick interviews with Folk Implo¬ 
sion, Rocket from the Ciypt, and Lisa Carver, as well 
as a solid guide to surviving your next trip on Grey¬ 
hound and the stories of two potential game show hosts. 
Price:$l?. Lisa, P.O. Box 440422, West Somerville, MA 
02144. Sele ctive trades. (20/digest/rough/CWB ) [56] 

OOP #6, March ’97. An exuberant melange that’s 
more entertaining than profound. As a substitute mail 
carrier, Joey collected some of the strangest names on 
his route like Bambi Gladfelter, Wanda Waggy, Mag¬ 
gie Crumpacker, and Vera Slutsky. We also hear about 
a weird old office book that was nothing but 15,000 
business phrases, check out a lost script of Quentin 
Tarantino, and view the raddest automobile paint jobs 
of the east coast. Selective trades. Price: $2. Subs: $8 for 
4 issues. Joey Harrison, 114 Linden St., East Lansing, 
MI 48823 (24/offset/half-legal/DTPed/CW B) 
OTOKO-NO-KO #8. A crazy mess of stuff—some of 
it personal, some just silly. The funniest part was the 
discussion of how this zine was rejected by so many 
distributors. I agree with Tower, it doesn’t suck—it 
wasn’t all that great either. Price:$l. Emily Lawrence, 
762 Tiffany Dr., Gaithersburg, MD 20878-1821. Loves 

trading. (1 8/digest/raw/RSF) _ 

PEARL TONGUE #6, June ’97. Abby uses a lot of her 
own artwork to illustrate her stories and it’s so much 
better than just random magazine clippings. Here she 
touches on her life at school, some yummy recipes for 
a Chinese banquet, and her “alphabet plugs.” With A 
for audiophile, B for bibliophile, and C for cinemaphile, 
what do you need the rest of the letters for? Price:2 
stamps. Abby Bass, Wesleyan University Box 4066, 
222 Church St., Middletown, CT 06459-4066. Selec¬ 
tive trades. (20/half-legal/rough/CWB) [60 ] 
PERFECT WASTE OF TIME #20, July ’97. Each 
issue of this Montreal freebie is completely different, 
but they’re all just a single sheet of folded paper. This 
one is called “couch” and covers the history of a single 
couch that “has been in the family since 1979.” There’s 
photos and lots of comments from couch fans. Number 
18 is a practical guide to Montreal, #16 covers their trip 
to the Bahamas, and #12 explores New York and 
Toronto. Price:free/IRCs. Vince and Victori, C.P. 
Jeanne Mance, 4068 St-Laurent, P.O. Box 42020, Mon¬ 
treal, PQ H2W 2T3, Canada. (4/half-legal/rough/RSF) 
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PHOENIX ZINE #6, 1997. Rico fills his zine with 
international news, stories of VW trouble, poetry and 
introspection. Parts are faintly optimistic but still look 
at the reality of the environment and the problem of jail 
overcrowding. Price:$l. Rico, P.O. Box 93174, Mil¬ 
waukee, WI 53203. Selective trades. (24/digest /raw/CWB) 
PIRANHA’S ON PROZAK January ’97. In between 
issues of Bovine Gazette, S.C. Taylor puts together 
this collection of weird news, record reviews, and 
anything else that catches his fancy. Besides all that he 
included a four-page history of Joseph Pujol who 
performed as The Fartiste, a French entertainer who 
entertained his audience with his amazing powers of 
anal air control. Price:the usual. Subs:$5 for 6. S.C. 
Taylor, Mad Dog Productions, P.O. Box2263, Pasade¬ 
na, CA91102. Selective trades. (20/digest/rough/RSF) 

[59] _ 

POPLUST Vol. 3, #1. This has a fantastically busy and 
intricate layout that mixes comic strips, photos, and 
handwritten articles. The spectacular design must be 
the most creative and engaging job I’ve ever seen done 
by hand. The rock ‘n roll math equations were good 
fun. Quick, what’s Alice Cooper + Marvel Comics x 
Foghat? Simple, it’s KISS. Subs:$10 for 4. Rob Mor¬ 
gan, P.O. Box 45547, Seattle, WA 98145-0547 (20/ 

half-legal/ DTPed/CWB) _ 

POWERBUNNY 4X4 #8, Summer ’97. Catchall zine 
for jokey stories, music, and anything else looking for 
a home. Rollerblade Barbie is found to ignite children’s 
clothes, Michelle gives us a glimpse of travel through 
China, and I loved the newly uncovered Jim Richardson 
strips in which William S. Burroughs and Hunter S. 
Thompson exchange tips on writing, shooting guns, and 
staying zonked out on methamphetamines. Price:$l. 
Jeff Scavone, P.O. Box 792, New Brunswick, NJ 
08903. Lo ves trading. (28/half-legal/DTPed/ CWB) [55] 
THE PRUDE OUTCAST #8, April ’97. A lightheart¬ 
ed zine devoted to the lifestyle and mythology of the 
prude. Its design and construction is a total mess but I 
still enjoyed picking out little bits. I liked the “Prudes 
Directory of Imaginary Friends” which includes Stephin 
Merritt and Daria. They also celebrate the release of 
Welcome to the Doll House on video. Price:stamps. 
Subs:$4 for 6. Prude, Inti., 812 N. Main St., Perryville, 
MO 63775. Selective trades. (8/standard/raw/R SF) 

PURE #3, March ’97. A lively zine with a spunky pro- 
grrrl attitude. The first issue has a list of thirty things that 
makes for a bad boyfriend, while in the second issue 
they tell you what makes a good boyfriend. The third 
issue has lots of good stuff, like a vegi-food taste test, 
sex factoids, and an interview with a graffiti artist. Price:$l 
+ 3 stamps. Shasta Talley, 1405 San Carlos Dr. #8, 
Albuquerqu e, NM 87104 (27/half-legal/rough/ RSF) 
PUREED/COMATOSE/MOSQUITO SPONGE A 
collection of thoughtful zines that are marred by hard- 
to-read handwritten text. My favorite bit in Pureed is 
his summary of MTBE and how it can reduce carbon 
monoxide when added to gasoline but it ends up poison¬ 
ing the groundwater. Price:2 stamps. Bev Nordahl, 589 
Western Ave., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137. Loves trading. 

(16/mini/ r aw/RSF) _ 

QECE #5. A handful of folks share their brief stories. 
Phil Langtry describes what life is like for a cop behind 
bars. His case was evidently a media trial, but he never 
goes into the details here. Instead he shares his loathing 
for prison conditions and maintains his innocence. 
Another contributor explains her silent but in-your-face 
protest against fur. Price:$3. Larry Nocella, 406 Main 
St. #3C, Collegeville, PA 19426 (24/digest/DTPed/ 

CWB) [60]__ 

THE RACCOON TIMES #7, Fall ’97. Friendly re¬ 
view and pop culture zine presided over by Rac Cooney 
and his bipedal human friends. Bob and Frank take a 
nostalgic look at some of the long-running TV shows 
that have recently left the airwaves; we get more 
raccoon lore; and smiling Rac shows up all over the 
place. Price:$1.50. Subs:$2 for 2. Bob Nelson, 75 Hale 
St., Apt. 1, Beverly, MA 01915. Selective trades. (18/ 

standard/r ough/CWB) [60] _ 

RADIO FREE RED BLUFF #6, Summer ’97. Giant¬ 
sized wad of personal stories and gags. One piece is 
about the 23-hour vegetarian; it’s someone who can 
stick to the program at breakfast and supper, but who 
has to have sandwich meat on their lunch break. Plus 
Spice Girls, bad advice, and “What’s Happened on 
CHiPs So Far.” Price:$2. Phil Anker, 755 Crosby Ln., 
Red Bluff, CA 96080. Selective trades. (40/half-legal/ 

rough/CWB)__ 

RICKNEWS July ’97. RickNews seems to be hugely 
popular on the Net, but rather than abandon paper 


Richard keeps chugging out these big colorful pages. In 
the May issue he announced his new business venture 
marketing Internet services, while the July issue has 
details of his upcoming nuptials. July 18, 1998—mark 
your calendars. Price:$l Subs:$10 for 12. Richard S. 
Hollander, RickNews, P.O. Box 810051, Boca Raton, 
FL 33481-0051. Loves trading. (4/legal/polished/RSF) 

[57] _ 

SELF-DEFENSE #2. Marissa is based out of Kansas 
where the zine scene is just a fraction of what it is on the 
coasts. So I give her even more credit for getting her 
zine together with this much good material. The ex¬ 
cerpt about Tulsa’s white citizens burning down the 
entire black neighborhood was unbelievable. It started 
with one woman’s overt racism and escalated when the 
local paper made up stories to incite a riot. Selective 
trades. Price:$l. Marissa Johnson, 135 N. Terrace, 
Wichita, KS 67208 (44/xerox/digest/rough/ CWB) 
SCREAM Fall ’96. Mild collection of pro-marijuana 
essays, leftist political analysis, and film critiques. 
This issue takes a long loving look at the lisa series 
and the rest of the “Nazi atrocities” films. Price:$2. 
Subs:$8 for 4. MarcSlanger, P.O. Box 544, Frostburg, 
MD 21532. Loves trading. (21/standard/rough/CWB) 

[59] _ 

SEE YOU IN HELL #1, July ’97. Heather kinda lost 
interest in her other zine Ex Why Zee a few years 
about, but got the itch to publish again so here comes a 
new one. See You In Hell is a slightly more mature 
work, with a bunch of band interviews, some comics, 
and a bit of personal writing. Price:$1 + 2 stamps. 
Subs:$5 for 5. Heather Jewett, 3914 Glenfeliz Blvd., 
Los Angles, CA 90039. Loves trading. (22/digest/raw/ 

RSF) [57]__ 

SHAKEFACE! #1, May ’97. This is mostly devoted to 
a lengthy interview with Unsane. Following that is a 
cool step by step guide to making a new wallet out of a 
cereal box and a call for loss of virginity stories. Price:2 
stamps. Jon Stothfang, 15 W. McMillan Ave. #2, 
Cincinnati, OH 45219. Loves trading. (24/ CWB) 
SILICON VALLEY REVIEW #2. Primarily a forum 
for Gene Mahoney’s comics. Besides his comics. Gene 
wrote up reviews of some vintage noir films. Price:$2. 
Gene Mahoney, P.O. Box 843, Redwood City, CA 

94064 (36/ half-legal/rough/RSF) _ 

SKELETONS IN THE CLOSET #2. Short question¬ 
ing essays on society as well as personal matters. Liz 
ponders the death penalty, living straightedge, dealing 
with rape, Czechoslovakian ska, and being the only girl 
in the mosh pit. Price:$tamp. Liz Glynn, 109 Hollis 
Ave., Braintree, MA 02184. Loves trading. (28/mini/ 

rough/CWB)_ • 

SLOUCH #1, June ’97. Mixture of school-age silliness 
and borderline essays. Of course, the anti-television 
rant by Tim was one of my favorites. He looks at the 
research of Marshall McLuhan and others to show how 
television shapes our society and controls our percep¬ 
tions of normalcy. Long listing of ways to monkey- 
wrench your school into submission as well as rants on 
Christians, radio, and girly girls. Price:$l + 2 stamps. 
James Barratt, 215 Spring Lake Hills Dr., Altamonte 
Springs, F L 32714 (56/digest/rough/CWB) 

SLOW LEEK #12, May ’97. Heterogeneous mix of 
short fiction, journal writing, and micro-essays. An- 
droo Robinson’s brief comic was a nice diversion, and 
Davida’s report from the Tibet conference made some 
interesting points about the way international bodies 
work. Price:$l. Subs:$5 for 6. Davida Gypsy Breir, 4 
Robin Hood Rd., Havre De Grace, MD 21078. Loves 

trading. (2 4/digest/rough/CWB) _ 

SLUT #48, February ’97. Raymond’s list for why 
California should fall into the ocean was the best piece 
here. Among them: “There is no coast of Nevada,” 
“America has too many minor labels,” and my favorite 
“O.J. Simpson, Ronald Reagan, and Aaron Spelling. 
Nuff said.” Price:$l. Raymond Cummings, 41 Combury 
Ct., Owing s Mills, MD 21117 (28/digest/roug h/CWB) 
SMALL SERVICE WITH A BIG STATE #1, March 
’97. Lots of chatty stories and headlines clipped from 
the papers. Nathan documents his harassment of the 
consumer hotline workers at large corporations and 
gives lots of toll free numbers for us to follow suit. 
Price:$l + 2 stamps. Nathan, 1152 East Georgia St., 
Vancouver, BC V6A 2A8, Canada. Loves trading. (38/ 

digest/rou gh/CWB) _ 

SNEECH #6, Fall ’97. Fun and whimsical approach. 
Meegan profiles the local 7-1 Is to tell us which ones 
suck (Schaumberg) and which ones don’t (Hoffman 
Estates), then goes on to gush about the wonders of the 
Slurpee. Price:$l. Meegan Kearney, 6 Walnut Ln., 





































Barrington, IL 60010. Loves trading. (30/half-legal/ 

DTPed/CWB)_ 

SOCIAL DEVIATE #2, June ’96. Quite messy and 
haphazard, but with enough engaging writing to keep 
things interesting. We get more acid trip stories, this 
time starting off with an unpleasant experience of 
taking too many mushrooms without realizing their 
potency. I also liked the interview with a retired 
professional boxer. Price:3 stamps. David Farmer, 
10220 Shoal Creek Ct., Louisville, KY 40291. Selec¬ 
tive trades. (22/standard/raw/RSF) _ 

SPEAKEASY #2, August ’97. A handful of this and 
that with little focus or depth. The page of easedropped 
conversations was excellent, however. They totally 
capture the rage and confusion of urban life, “...there 
goes your medicine operation...GONE...” overheard 
from a homeless man on the corner. Price:$2. Brian 
Bentohelo, P.O. Box440515, Sommerville, MA02144 

(17/half-le gal/DTPed/CWB) _ 

SPEW #5, January ’97. Handful of essays that rail 
against baseball, slutty politicians, the terrorist organi¬ 
zation U.S. School of the Americas, and the Defense of 
Marriage Act that oddly enough does just the opposite. 
Price:the usual. Alison Wyatt, P.O. Box 550802, At¬ 
lanta, GA 30355. Selective trades. (23/standard/DTPed/ 

CWB) __ 

SPOON FED PUPPIES #1, July ’97. Keith mutated 
Carnival into Spoon Fed Puppies. He’s trying to have 
some fun with this new zine, but for me I’d like to see 
a bit more focus. There’s a bit of personal writing, some 
comics, and reviews. If you like seeing pictures of 
someone else’s cat, there’s plenty here. Price:$2. Keith 
Kanderski, 23750 David Dr. #10-A, North Olmsted, 
OH 44070. Loves trading. (digest/raw/RSF ) 

SQUID MAIL #7, Winter ’96/’97. Joel and Eric write 
their Quadrophenia -fueled perzine with lots of gusto. 
There’s lots of scooter love along with some job stories, 
jury duty, and cooking with corned beef. Price:$2. 
Subs:$ll for 5. Joel Jackson, 23 Bernard Way NW, 
Calgary, AB T3K2E7, Canada. Selective trades. (24/ 

standard/r ough/CWB) _ 

STOOL #2. Discussion-based zine of philosophy, reli¬ 
gion, and life that borders on self-help at times. Willy’s 
essay on having a menage a trois was well thought out. 
He comes out as being personally against them, but at 
least he’s speaking from experience, having tried it 
twice before. Perky Grubbier considers rebirth from an 
Eastern point of view, explaining resurrection as a 
cycle of animation (life) and rest (death). Price:$3. 
Subs:$10 for 4. Perky Grubbier Company, P.O. Box 
12010, Portland, OR 97212-0010 (26/digest/DTPed/ 

CWB) _ 

STUCK IN TRAFFIC #25, August ’97. While zines 
are filled with band interviews and reviews, this one 
features a wide variety of thoughtful, compelling es¬ 
says. Sarah Ovenall told us of the fun she had visiting 
the shooting range for the first time, while Calvin Stacy 
Powers described the beauty that tobacco brings to 
North Carolina. Price:$2. Subs:$10for 6. Calvin Stacy 
Powers, 2012 Talloway Dr., Cary, NC 27511. Loves 
trading. (4 /standard/DTPed/RSF) [60] 

STUFF #6. Evan and pals put this humorous collection 
together with a few scatterings of real writing. Lots of 
lists: random things to do, things to do with duct tape, 
tricks to play on monsters, and gift advice for the cheap. 


In a brief story, he describes his trip on a cruise boat. It 
sounded nice except for having to hear one annoying 
song over and over. “We’re leaving Ensenada. Mac- 
arena!” “We’ve entered international waters. Macare- 
na!” Selective trades. Price:$l + 2 stamps. Evan Lim, 
85 Sequoia Dr., Pasadena, CA 91105 (24/xerox/digest/ 

DTPed/CWB)_ 

SUPERCORE #5. Combo music/skate zine with lots 
of pics. John says this just might be the last issue as part 
of the Supercore team is California-bound. Some of the 
interviews are going on two years old now, but the 
skating stunts were pretty fly. Price:$l. John Schmit, 
5025 Morgan Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55419 (36/ 

digest/rou gh/CWB) _ 

SUPERIOR INFERIOR #3, Spring ’97. More essays 
from this graduating high school senior. He’s as sick of 
party-line scenesters as he is of degenerate youth, and 
wants to set the record straight on what selling out really 
involves and what being straightedge is all about. 
Price:$l. Brad Lantz, P.O. Box 41393, Brecksville, 
OH 44141. Selective trades. (24/digest/DTPed/ CWB) [61] 
SWEET MISERY #2. Katherine takes on some impor¬ 
tant subjects devoting each couple pages to a different 
topic. One of her biggest themes is religion and how the 
basic tenet of Christianity is intolerance. She backs this 
up by drawing on historic events as well as her own 
observations. She also covers the differences in men’s 
and women’s fantasies and how so many women in the 
fashion and music industry have succumbed to heroin. 
Price:$l. Katherine, 221 TresaneSt., Oshawa, ON L1J 
1T9, Canada. Selective trades. (30/standard/rough/ 
CWB) 

TAKING NO FOR AN ANSWER #4, July ’97. A 
light zine that seems very personal even though it’s not 
a personal zine. The best thing here is Meg’s comments 
about working a mind-numbing job at Osco Drugs. She 
tells us about the weird customers like the couple that 
came in and explained in graphic detail why they need 
Depends. Price:50C -I- 1 stamp. Breesa, 2701 Pine 
Lane, Bloomington, IN 47401. Selective trades. (26/ 

mini/roug h/RSF) _ 

THE TEN PAGE NEWS #13, October ’97. A thin 
zine with some amusing stories and a really thoughtful 
zine review column. This one surprised me with a 
recipe for Vietnamese salad. Price:$l. Subs:$5 for 6. 
Owen Thomas, P.O. Box 9651, Columbus, OH 43209 

(10/digest/rough/RSF)_ 

THINK 3 #1, August ’97. Rough philosophical essays 
with a lot of youthful bravado. The history of Troy’s 
nineteenth century militia scuffles and political battles 
were the best parts. Price:$2. Subs:$5 for 3. Kevin Lee 
Gilbert, P.O. Box 427, Troy, NY 12181-0427. Selec¬ 
tive trades. (32/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

THE TIMELIKE REPORT SHEET Vol. 2, #2, 
March ’97. The Report Sheet keeps us abreast of Yul’s 
many comic and zine projects. Here we learn of his 
latest strip “Censorship World” that will explore the 
many issues that go under-reported in the conventional 
media. Price:free/SASE. YulTolbert, P.O. Box02222, 
Detroit, MI 48202-9998. Loves trading. (2/standard/ 

rough/CW B) [59] _ 

TIPPSIE #1, August ’97. A fun collection of stuff from 
Kevin (Chopsuey) Scalzo’s brother David. It’s too light 
to be fully formed, but it seems to focus on bachelor/ 
booze culture. I loved the history of gin and the 


collection of ads from ’50s men’s magazines offering 
stag films and “Frency playing card.” Price:$l. David 
Scalzo, 7354 17th Ave. NW, Seattle, WA 98117 (12/ 

digest/rou gh/RSF) _ 

TORPID LIVER #1, June ’97. If you need a full-on 
guide, to Portland’s every pizza joint this will be 
invaluable. Otherwise, it’s a sparse and sad zine. 
Price:$l. P.O. Box 14184, Portland, OR 97214. Loves 

trading. (2 0/half-legal/raw/CWB) _ 

TRASH TIMES #1, July ’97. A quickie zine associat¬ 
ed with Tail Spins that’s got lots of reviews and a few 
features. There’s a short interview with Mike Stax of 
Ugly Things , an expose on the curse that befell people 
who appeared in the Sgt. Pepper’s movie, and a funny 
piece about the hatred of monkeys. Price:$l + 2 
stamps. Trash Times, P.O. Box 248, Glenview, IL 
60025. Sel ective trades. (14/digest/rough/R SF) 

THE TWILIGHT ZINE #8, July ’97. Much of the 
humorous satire is gone in favor of a wider smattering 
of newsclips, comix, and short fiction. I loved the 
analysis of “Luhey” describing it as a blend of German 
Expressionism, Cubism, and the sacred heart of Jesus. 
Price:$2. Subs:$5 for 3. Andrew Coltrin, P.O. Box 
85581, Tucson, AZ 85754-5581. Loves trading. (32/ 

half-legal/ rough/CWB) [61] _ 

UNO MAS #13. UNo MAS is one of the finest designed 
zines out there. Not surprising, considering Jim’s re¬ 
markable talent as a photographer. Mostly interviews 
and photos in this issue, with the standout being Jim’s 
photographic travelogue of Ireland. Interviews with 
Lou Barlow, David Gedge, Frank McCourt, and Brian 
Evenson. Price:$3. Subs:$ll for4. JimSaah, P.O. Box 
1832, Silver Spring, MD 20915 (54/standard/polished/ 

RSF) [61]_ 

WHITE BUFFALO GAZETTE Since taking over 
The White Buffalo Gazette, Edward Bolman has been 
churning these babies out. Lots of stuff from Jenny 
Zervakis, T. R. Miller, Yul Tolbert, and J. Miller. I 
like the addition of short stories and other written work 
to round it all out. Price:$1.25. Subs:$5 for 4. Edward 
Bolman, 1200 S. Riordan Ranch Rd. #56, Flagstaff, 
AZ 86001 (14/standard/DTPed/RSF) [61] 

THE YETI TIMES #1, April ’97. A hodge-podge of 
SubGenius stuff, strange ads, and general weirdness. 
There’s interesting bits in here for the beginning or 
obsessed SubGenii, but it’s a bit light in content and I’d 
really like to see more heft to it. Rev. Phil Paradowski, P.O. 
Box07442, Milwaukee, WI53207 (standard/raw/RSF) 
YOUR PRIVILEGE #5. A zine that’s kind of unfo¬ 
cused, but which is moving issue by issue to better, 
more thoughtful writing. Zach delivers a nicely done 
history of the New York Dolls and an interview with the 
creator of a new greeting card line called Apoplectic 
Cards. Price:2 stamps. Zach Blasphemy, 10422 Marv¬ 
in Rd., Harrison, OH 45030. Loves trading. (24/digest/ 

rough/CW B) [60] _ 

ZUZU’S PETALS #2, Winter ’97. Essays and fiction 
that can get a bit dry at times. Guy refutes one of his 
college professors and his view of artwork’s place in 
our general culture. It’s a good long discussion of what 
constitutes masterpieces and what the role of art is, 
while forcing the us to think at the same time. Price:$l .25. 
Subs:$6 for 4. Guy LeCharles Gonzalez, 115 Magnolia 
Ave., #9, Jersey City, NJ 07306. Selective trades. (36/ 
digest/DTPed/CWB) [61] 




by Ray Jewel and Jesse Reklaw 



I DREAMED I WAS FI6HT- 
IH6 DARTH VADER TO THE 
DEATH! 


INSTEAD OF STORM 
TROOPERS, THE EMPIRE 
WAS HOW EMPLOYING 
MIGRANT FARM WORKERS. 


IH THE HEAT OF BATTLE, 
LIGHT SABER RAH OUT 
¥ OF BATTERIES. 




BUT I DEFEATED DARTH 
AHYWAY USIH6 THE POWER 
OF LOVE. 



http://www.nonDairy.com/slow/wave.cgi • submit your dream! • po box 200206 New Haven, CT 06520-0206 
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BOOKS 


Here’s a selection of some of the more 
noteworthy books we’ve come across. From 
tiny chapbooks to fancy art portfolios—you 
won’t find these at the mall, but you can order 
‘em here, directly from the publisher. 

♦ The 1996 Zine Yearbook ♦ 

With so many zine books out there there’s only one that’s truly DIY. Jen Angel 
started this new project that compiles the best from zines. It’s slated to be an 
annual project where people can nominate favorite pieces that they come 
across. There’s lots in this book—108 pages of stuff, all for only $5. The work 
is separated into nine standard chapters, like work, sex, politics, music, and 
personal. The design is a bit bland, but that just helps highlight the writing. 
As to be expected, the work reflects Jen’s taste and style, not that that’s a bad 
thing. If you’re a fan of Fucktooth then you’ll probably like what’s in here. 
Lots of writing about punk rock culture, political history, anarchist thought, 
and the changes people go through as they get older. Price:$5. The Zine 
Yearbook, P.O. Box 590514, San Francisco, CA 94159—Email: 
jenangel@m indspring.com (108 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/ RSF) 

♦ The 1997 Fan Club Directory ♦ 

#21, April 1997. If your favorite part of Factsheet Five is the Quirky section 
with all the unusual fanzines then you’re gonna love this guidebook. It’s 190 
pages overflowing with listings of fanclubs for everyone and everything on 
Earth. Sure it’s primarily devoted to actors, actresses, and musicians, but it 
doesn’t stop there. There’s lots of fan clubs for authors (mostly science fiction 
or mystery), comedians, TV shows (mostly Star Trek), sports figures, and 
even food (bananas, Mister Peanut, and McDonald’s). Of course most of these 
fan clubs also publish fanzines so the avid reader can have a ball with this 
resource (though fan club membership generally costs more than the price of 
a zine in Factsheet Five). Particularly useful are all the special interest 
groups which include everything from autograph sellers to collectibles 
dealers to vintage record dealers to Factsheet Five (listed under fanzines). 
Price:$15. National Association of Fan Clubs, P.O. Box 7487, Burbank, CA 
91510-7487-Email: LKNAFC@aol.com(190pages/offset/standard/DTPed/ 
RSF) _ 

♦ Access to the Airwaves ♦ 

by Allan Weiner 

If you aren’t familiar with the name Allan Weiner, maybe you will remember 
his radio station, RNI, that broadcast from a ship off the coast of New York 
City. The FCC didn’t take very kindly to his programming and arrested him 
despite the fact that he was transmitting from international waters. This book 
is Allan’s story of his lifelong dedication to radio, freedom of the airwaves, 
and his persistent war against bureaucrats who have tried everything to kick 
him down. He got his start in radio by constructing a giant transmitter while 
in high school in the ’60s. Not long after that, he had his first of many visits 
from the FCC. The story really begins when he outfitted a ship with an antenna 
and a broadcasting studio and took it outside national waters. What resulted 
makes you realize just how paranoid the government is over free speech. 
Allan’s operation broke no laws, yet the Coast Guard and the FCC arrested 
him and his crew and smashed the equipment he had spent a year buying and 
installing. The Bill of Rights has no meaning when the government comes with 
guns to arrest you, even if you have broken no law. The most amazing part 
of this whole story is Allan’s single-minded persistence in rebuilding and 
refinancing his radio operations. At the book’s end Allan is still struggling, 
but seemingly happy operating a legal two-person station from Maine. 
Loompanics has simultaneously released Pirate Radio Operations written by 
Andrew Yoder and Earl Gray. While Allan’s is a personal history of 
broadcasting, this is a how-to guide for the microbroadcaster setting up his or 
her first station. Yoder describes how to set up, operate,* and advertise a 
station, what the legalities are, and what to do if the FCC comes knocking. 
It also includes a list of pirate stations around the world and tons of resource 
listings. Both of these titles are invaluable to anyone interested in operating 
a micro station, or even folks wanting to liberate the airwaves from corporate 
interests. Loompanics Unlimited, P.O. Box 1197, Port Townsend, WA 
98368 (perfect-bound/standard/professional/CWB) 

♦ African Anarchism ♦ 

by Sam Mbah andI.E., Igariwey 

This book begins with an amazingly lucid description of the anarchist 
movement. This 26-page section covers the fundamental ideas of left-wing 
political factions, as well as their major proponents, from which they are often 
inseparable. From there, the book launches into anarchism’s place in African 
politics. Even though the movement has its roots in Europe, many traditional 
African societies, with their stateless communalism, predate Proudhon, 
Bakunin, and the rest by centuries. With the coming of colonialism we see how 
that system was corrupted and later explore the fate of socialism and what 
future anarchism may have in Africa. Price:$8.95. See Sharp Press, P.O. Box 
1731, Tucson, AZ 85702-1731 (119 pages/offset/digest/professional/CWB) 


♦ Anarchist Farm ♦ 

by Jane Doe 

August ’96. Jane Doe mixes George Orwell with Ursula K. Leguin and a large 
helping of satire to produce this unique reworking of Animal Farm. It’s an 
entertaining and inspiring novel that captures the sprit of Northern California. 
Fans of Orwell will certainly enjoy this one, but it has a much wider appeal 
than that. The politics shouldn’t scare you as it’s a book that explores 
compassion for animals and for all of nature. Price:$10. Bill Meyers, III 
Publishing, P.O. Box 1581, Gualala, CA 95445-Email: 71321.3177@ 
compuserve.com (192 pages/perfect-bound/joumal/polished/RSF) 

♦ Anarchy in the UK: The Angry Brigaded 

by Tom Vague 

#27,1997. Originally published in Vague 16/17, Tom reworked this material 
and, along with AK Press, published it in book form as Vague 27. This edition 
documents the activities of The Angry Brigade and its roots in the Situationists 
and the Lettrists. It’s a vital investigation that is highly recommended to 
student of Debord. Much more readable then previous issue of Vague. The 
text is laid out simply and directly, avoiding the color overlaps and unreadable 
type that defined his earlier works. Much of the material presented here is 
quite new to me—primarily covering the events from 1966 to 1972. AK Press, 
P.O. Box 40682, San Francisco, CA 94140-0286 (162 pages/perfect-bound/ 
digest/profe ssional/RSF) _ 

+ Ask Dr. Mueller + 

The Writings of Cookie Mueller 

Sadly, Serpent’s Tail has discontinued the High Risk imprint. But just before 
the changeover, they published this fabulous anthology of the writing of 
Cookie Mueller. Cookie Mueller passed away in 1989 but left behind a large 
body of written work and lots of broken hearts. She might be best known for 
her columns in Details or perhaps the work in the Semiotexte book anthology, 
Walking Through Clear Water in a Pool Painted Black. I’m not sure if that 
one is still available, but no need to worry, this anthology collects everything 
from that book, as well as a bonanza of fine writing from every chapter in her 
writing career. Her early writing was quite exciting. Featured here are lots 
of tales from her days living in Baltimore and Provincetown. The Painted 
Black stuff is top notch. I read it all before when I first bought the book and 
I’m really happy to find all my favorite stories here, ready for a wider 
audience. If you’re checking it out in a bookstore, just turn to the story “Sam’s 
Party—Lower East Side, NYC.” This is probably my favorite short story of 
all time. Truth or fiction, it’s an incredible story of a guy who has a taste for 
heroin, but accidentally ODs during his own birthday party. These stories 
chronicle Cookie’s incredible life from ’60s hippiedom to ’70s punk to her 
’80s European travel. Presented as a whole it makes for a warm story of 
wonderful human being. Price:$15.99. Serpent’s Tail/High Risk, 4 Black- 
stock Mews, London, N4 2BT, U.K. (294 pages/perfect-bound/digest/ 
professional /RSF) _ 

♦ The Big Book of Scandal ♦ 

by Jonathan Van kin 

This latest Big Book adds Scandal to the already popular lineup of Freaks , 
Conspiracies, Urban Legends , and Death. In highly entertaining comic art 
adaptations, it tackles all the shocking stories that have made Hollywood and 
the U.S. government so famous. “The Scandal that Sank a Studio” retold the 
epic debacle of 20th Century Fox’s Cleopatra. A combination of Elizabeth 
Taylor’s outrageous demands, a script that was constantly being rewritten, 
and a heated game of footsie involving Richard Burton and the Queen of Egypt 
sent me running to the video store to view such a marvel. The best part of 
stories like these are all the scenes that the artists get to add in. No pure text 
version will include snide comments from a panel of movie critics or Richard 
Burton telling Elizabeth Taylor’s husband “Bad news, old boy. I’m afraid I’m 
shtupping your wife.” The Fatty Arbuckle legend has appeared everywhere 
from Murder Can Be Fun to The Straight Dope but certainly the version here 
was the most fun. Likewise, the fall of Jim and Tammy Baker, Jimmy 
Swaggart, O.J. Simpson, and Heidi Fleiss provide Vankin and the artists with 
lots of fodder. The political and corporate scandals (Love Canal, Iran Contra, 
S&L, and especially the thalidomide disaster) were of a different stripe; the 
humor seemed blacker and more sarcastic as it reminds us of the abuses 
perpetrated in the name of money and power. Dick Giordano, Joe Sacco, 
Tayyar Ozkan, Rick Geary, and Hilary Barta are just a handful of the 50 artists 
who illustrate these scandals both large and small. Price:$15. Paradox Press/ 
DC Comics, 1700 Broadway, New York, NY 10019 (192 pag es/CWB) 

♦ Clicking ln + 

Hot Links to a Digital Culture 

An exciting anthology, edited by Lynn Hershman Leeson, which critically 
examines the social ramifications of our technologically based culture. 
There’s a lot to digest in these 370 pages but it comes with a CD-ROM to help 
you sort through it all. All the leading thinkers are represented here. Some 
contribute essays, while other, like Jaron Lanier, Sandy Stone, and R.U. 
Sirius, are interviewed by Lynn. Essays about the nature of virtual space, the 
future of digital art, and how the human body fits into this whole landscape. 
Some of the more noteworthy essays include John Perry Barlow’s discussion 
of cryptology and Mark Ludwig’s introduction to computer viruses. It’s a 
dense book, but one that will offer plenty of rewards. Price:$24.95. Bay 
Press, 115 West Denny Way, Seattle, WA 98119 (370 pages/perfect-bound/ 
journal/professional/RSF) 
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♦ Cold Fire Burning ♦ 

1997. Author Nathan Heard presents a tale with little character development, 
save that of the hero. The protagonist, Shadow, speaks in an odd Ebonics. His 
thoughts are often as articulate as a professor of Black Literature, which the 
author is. Shadow falls for “a liberal white woman.” They both show each 
other the most stereotyped side of their personality which both repels them and 
draws them together. All the detail goes into exploring this relationship and 
the psychological transformation of Shadow into a guerrilla revolutionary. 
Having read the book, I still can’t picture Shadow’s pad or the bar that holds 
the most crucial scenes. That’s right, look out whitey, black power is happening in 
the abstract. I think the inter-racial graphic sex depictions may make this a cult 
classic, alone. An excellent foray into the underlying racism of two person¬ 
alities that start out believing they are above average in their acceptance of the 
“opposite ra ce.” 1764 N. Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90 027 (TOM) 

♦ The Complete Crumb Comics + 

Vol. 12. Crumb and Pekar are getting a lot of mileage from their American 
Splendor team-up projects. First published in the late ’70s, these pages were 
first reprinted in the American Splendor anthologies, then they’ve floated 
around for several years, then they were printed in Bob & Harv’s Comics 
(reviewed in F5 #61), and now they’ve been renewed one more time for The 
Complete Crumb, volume 12. Ya know what? I ain’t complaining. Every time 
I read and reread this stuff I still find it wonderful—Crumb’s stark, neo- 
realistic style teamed up against Pekar’s insightful commentary and kevetch- 
ing. This is a really nice package. About half is devoted to the legendary team- 
up, the other half features lots of great Crumb stuff that has fallen by the 
wayside. It’s got classic comics from High Times, CoEvolutionary Quarterly, 
and Winds of Change created during that same prolific period in 1977, ’78, 
and ’79. As an extra added bonus they included eight classic color covers that 
Crumb also drew during that same period. It’s a deal at nineteen bucks. 
Price:$18.95. Fantagraphics, 7563 Lake City Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115- 
Email: fgra phic@halcyon.com (125 pages/standard/profession al/RSF) 

♦ Cosmic Dreams At Play^ 

A Guide to German Progressive and Electronic Rock 

I have never seen any other “Guide to German Progressive and Electronic 
Rock,” but I will wager there is no guide more extensive. A center section 
reproduces many album covers in full color. More covers are strewn through 
the book in B&W versions. It takes four pages to list the table of contents for 
the encyclopedia of krautrock. Of course the big ones are given treatment 
(Can, Faust, Kraftwerk, Cluster, etc.) but the wealth here is that the guide 
goes further to let us into important or unknown groups that may have 
recorded only a single album. Comprehensive is an understatement. Full 
discographies and personnel are provided for each group. A bibliography, 
info on important compilations, collectable labels, and a full index further 
augment the book. Borderline Productions, P.O. Box 3819, Glasgow, G43 
1UT, U.K. (237 pages/polished/TOM) _ 

♦ The Crimes of Jehovah ♦ 

This one-shot chapbook is all you need to fend off scripture-spouting fundies 
who are bothering you. Quoting from the Religious Right’s favorite text, the 
King James Version of the Bible, Dr. Mirabello exposes Jehovah as a cruel, 
barbaric, violent, bigoted deity obsessed with sex—especially when it comes 
to enormous cocks. Jehovah is also big on killing and mutilating women and 
children. Working from the Old Testament, this Jehovah orders his prophets 
to eat shit sandwiches, rape women and practice cannibalism. Cannibalism? 
Yup. From the fundies absolutely favorite book, Leviticus (the one that 
demands the death penalty for homosexuality and wearing polyesther-cotton 
blend fabrics): “And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk 
contrary unto me; Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even 
I, will chastise you seven times for your sins. And ye shall eat the flesh of your 
sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat. Leviticus 26:27-29 ” Just 
quote that one next time the Xtians come to your door. Price:$2.50. Mark 
Mirabello, See Sharp Press, P.O. Box 1731, Tucson, AZ 85702-1731 (34 
pages/xerox /digest/DTPed/JP) _ 

♦ Document Fraud ♦ 

and Other Crimes of Deception 

Of all the “document” books that I’ve seen from Loompanics, this one makes 
me the most uncomfortable. We’re all familiar with the Paper Trip series, 
which explains how to split town and set up a new identity elsewhere. This 
book, writing by Jesse M. Greenwald, covers some aspects of new identity 
creations, but its main focus in on committing major felonies using false 
documents. Not that I’ve got anything against major felonies; like Brecht, I 
see an equal crime in robbing a bank as in owning one. No, the problem I have 
with this book is that many of these scams are to be perpetrated against 
individuals, not corporations or the state. It is an impressive book. Jesse 
Greenwald has racked up 22 felony convictions and five prison terms—the 
current one being served in an Arizona max. He presents detailed instructions 
for committing specific crimes that could easily net quite a sum of money (and 
quite a bit of prison time). I couldn’t really recommend this book, since I think 
stealing property from people is kinda bad, but it does offer lots of information 
for people who want to protect themselves. And besides, there’s plenty of 
scams for ripping off banks anyway. Price:$15 -I- $4.95. Loompanics 
Unlimited, P.O. Box 1197, Port Townsend, WA 98368—Email: 
loompanx@well.com (152 pages/offset/digest/professional/RSF) 


♦ Faces on the Edge^ 

by Steven Heller and Anne Fink 

A high tech book for a high tech age. More than just a simple font catalog, 
this bold book is a guided tour of the latest in cutting edge computer font 
designs. Even with page after page of type specimens, this is truly a book that 
you can sit down and read. At the bottom of each page of type, the authors 
describe how the designers came to create the unique font which provides a 
window into the font’s usage and meaning. Of course it can be used as a catalog 
too, providing the names and address for each type foundry in the book. Like 
Sean’s Craphound, this is an incredibly compelling visual document. 
Dividing the selected fonts into various chapters or themes, you truly get a feel 
for modern-day design ideas. At thirty bucks, it’d be hard to recommend this 
book to a low-tech zine publisher, but it’s so visually fun that it could easily 
become an ’80s-style coffee table picture book. Price:$29.95. Van Nostrand 
Reinhold, 115 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10003 (144 pages/offset/standard/ 
professional/RSF)_ 
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♦ Familicide^ 

1997. In 1986, while Peter stayed home, his wife took their four children on 
a two-week camping trip. She never returned. This incredible book docu¬ 
ments Peter’s struggle to keep his family and sanity intact while his wife lives 
thousands of miles away. What drove her to leave her husband? What drove 
her to commit “familicide”? Was it abuse? Neglect? Adultery? No, she simply 
didn’t want to live in California anymore and wanted to hurt Peter. Well, hurt 
him she did, as well as seriously hurting their four children who had to grow 
up under this broken home and mentally ill mother. Besides documenting 
these horrible personal events, Peter also documented the endless torture 
committed by government agencies. He explained how his wife lied to 
Washington Sate agencies, claiming that Peter threw her out, in order to get 
awarded a huge child-support settlement which Peter had no ability to pay. 
This painful confessional shows how one woman can destroy an entire family, 
all with complete cooperation and assistance from heartless governmental 
bureaucracies. Selective trades/free to prisoners. Price:$2. Peter Ashlock, 
P.O. Box 2340, El Cerrito, CA 94530-2340—Email: petera@cybergold.com 
(40 pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF)_ 


♦ The Female Biggies ♦ 

by Steve Spartak 

In 1941, the British War Ministry commissioned Captain W. E. Johns to come 
up with a book to encourage women into the services, particularly the 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF). The resulting “Worrals” books 
recounted the adventures of teenage Flying Officers Joan Worralson and Betty 
Lovell. Spartak synopsises the 12-book series (Some tides: “Worrals Flies 
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Again, ” “ Worrals Carries On, ” “Worrals of the Islands”), which lasted until 
Ml 1950. Other chapters deal with villains (mostly German), love interest (Flying 
Officer Bill Ashton), and Joan Worralson’s personality (1940s feminist). An 
■El informative last chapter supplies the history of the WAAF and the ATA (Air 

O Transport Auxiliary). Black and white line drawings by Teresa van der 
Sugarfoot appear to have been copied from color plates in the original books. 

O The “Biggies” of the title was the flying male hero of Johns’ more successful 
series, which preceded the “Worrals” series. Unfortunately neither “Biggies” 

| nor “Worrals” seem to have made it across the Atlantic, and I’ve never seen 
a copy (though I’ll look for them next time I’m in England) but in America 
during those years, Whitman published the “Fighters For Freedom” series, 
with titles like “Norma Kent of the Wacs,” “Sally Scott of the Waves,” and 
“Nancy Dale, Army Nurse.” The nicely illustrated books were aimed at 
younger readers, probably mostly girls, and I get the impression that the 
“Worrals” books were similar. Anglophiles, WW2 buffs, or fans of women 
in uniform will want to add The Female Biggies to their collection. [This 
review guest written by Trina Robbins.] Price:$12. The Glasshouse, P.O. 
Box 3413, London, SE11 4UP, U.K. (90 pages/perfect-bound /TR) 

4 First $20 Million is Always Hardest 4 

A Silicon Valley Novel by Po Bronson 

1997. I’m sure you’ve read reviews for this book everywhere else on Earth, 
but take my word for it, it’s a damn fine read. Po Bronson knows his stuff. 
While writing about Silicon Valley for Wired, he picked up on the characters 
and social make-up of the Valley. It’s a fabulously compelling story about 
some folks who work for a Xerox PARC-like organization that’s always 
struggling for the fleeting corporate sponsorship dollar. It’s amazing for me 
to compare this book to The Soul of a New Machine , Tracy Kidder’s 1981 
chronicle of the development of Data General’s leading edge computer. While 
one book is a novel and the other is non-fiction, they both play out in very 
similar ways, with characters and situations that are nearly identical at times. 
I’m not accusing Bronson of plagiarism, it’s more a case of art imitating life— 
and doing so quite well. Pick up a copy when it comes out in paperback. 
Price:$23. Random House, 201 East 50th Street, New York, NY 10022— 
URL: http://www.randomhouse.com/ (291 pages/handmade/standard/pro- 
fessional/RSF)_ 

-fGood & Cheap Ethnic Eats in New York 4 

by Robert Sietsema 

May ’97. Perhaps you’ve seen Robert’s restaurant reviews in the Village 
Voice, or perhaps you’ve seen his wonderful foodzine Down the Hatch. 
Originally published in 1994, this new edition is completely revised and 
expanded for the latest inside scoop on New York’s undiscovered ethnic 
restaurants. It’s all broken up into 23 chapters dividing New York’s ethnic 
restaurants into various cuisines like African, German, Haitian, Jamaican, 
South American, and Turkish. At the beginning of each chapter he talked a 
bit about the nationality and their cuisine, and described how these people 
came to settle in New York City. Of course this is first and foremost a 
restaurant guide so it isn’t recommended for anyone who doesn’t live in New 
York. But for those of you who live in the Big Apple, toss out your Zagats 
and start using this book instead. Price:$16. City & Company, 22 West 23rd 
St., New York, NY 10010 (304 pages/perfect-bound/digest/professional/ 
RSF) __ 

4- Grossed-Out Surgeon Vomits In Patient 4 

An Insider's Look at Supermarket Tabloids, by Jim Hogshire 

1997. If you’ve been wondering what Jim Hogshire has been up to these past 
few years look no further. Besides keeping his distance from Seattle Police 
and Bob Black, Jim has been busily trying to finish up this long-awaited book 
on supermarket tabloids. Prior to getting busted for possession of dried 
poppies, prior to writing the book about opium for Loompanics, prior to 
publishing Pills-a-go-go, Jim used to work as a reporter for one of the famed 
U.S. tabloids. This gave him ample inside information from which he created 
this compelling expose. Though this book isn’t quite an expose, it’s more a 
technical look at how they function, what sells the papers, where they get their 
stories from, and how they developed in the first place. The most interesting 
thing here is the detailed breakdown of what goes into a tabloid story. Whether 
CM it's the “Horatio Alger” piece, the “courageous crips,” “fatness fetish,” 
UFOs, or any combination thereof, the stories all come from very specific 
formulas. I also liked his exploration into the CIA connection, revealing how 
the Agency uses tabloids for political propaganda. Scary stuff indeed. No 
trades/age statement. Price:$12.95. Sean Tejaratchi, Feral House, P.O. Box 
3466, Portland, OR 97208 (147 pages/perfect-bound/joumal/professional/ 
RSF) _ 

4 Guy Debord: Revolutionary 4 

1997. Situationism, which disbanded in 1972, has been exerting its brand of 
avant-garde art, radical politics and cultural theory on the alternative cultural 
scene since the late eighties when a series of exhibitions on the movement 
gained widespread publicity. While the original Situationist texts are some¬ 
times difficult to digest, there have been excellent secondary sources 
explaining their theory and practices. Guy Debord: Revolutionary is an 
excellent addition to this literature. By focusing on Guy Debord, who formed 
the group in 1958 after a stint in the Lettrist International, a drama unfolds 
ending with his dramatic suicide in 1994, on the eve of his nationally televised 
(France)film biography. Best known for his influence on the 1968 student 
protests in Paris, which escalated into a country-wide general strike, and his 
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authorship of The Society of the Spectacle, Debord remains a role model for 
alternative adventurers. His long silence and distance from the Spectacle 
following the dissolution of the SI, links him to Duchamp’s admonishment to 
“go underground. ” While New York was supposedly “stealing the idea of art” 
from Paris in the fifties, it now becomes apparent that the real action was there 
all the time. Who today is influenced by Abstract Expressionism? What 
alternative artist today can fail to be influenced by Debord and his merry band 
of Situationists? Price:$14.95. Len Bracken, Feral House, 2532 Lincoln 
Blvd. #359, Venice, CA 90021 (267 pages/JH) _ 

4-Handbook of Lifestock Management 4- 

July ’97. A very disturbing pamphlet made up of excerpts culled from 
livestock manuals. Michael pulled only the choicest excerpts and assembled 
it all so it looks like a guide to animal torture—and you know what? It is. With 
extremely graphic words and illustrations, this manual (and probably many 
more like it) explained how to raise animals for fun and profit...OK maybe 
just profit. Reprinted here are tips on restraining animals in tiny boxes, 
castrating animals, detusking boars, dehorning calves, and “tail docking” 
(you don’t want to know). Not the kind of thing you’re gonna sit down and 
read, but I might run off a few copies and leave 'em around the supermarket 
for some unsuspecting carnivore to pick up. Loves trading/free to prisoners. 
Price:SASE. Michael Greger, 74 Glenwood St. #2, Malden, MA 02148- 
Email: mgreger@opal.tufts.edu—URL: http://envirolink.org/arrs/AnimaL- 
ife/spring96 /madcow2.html (8 pages/xerox/standard/rough/RS F) 

4 Hardcore: Marginalized by Choice 4- 

byP.J. Neberg all 

Exploring it as an outsider, Peter J. Nebergall, presents a fair and evenhanded 
portrait of the modern-day hardcore punk scene. Peter is truly fascinated with 
fringe groups and starts off his treatise with a short history that extends the 
nature of subcultural rebellion back to the hippies and the beats. What I like 
best about this book is its balance. Never coming off as an icy academic text, 
Peter still offers enough information to make it useful to researchers. Instead 
of just sitting at home typing on his computer, Peter went out there to find out 
what’s really going on. He traveled through England and over to Seattle to 
explore how the punk rock community manifests itself in different parts of the 
world. What really adds life to the book are all the warm photographs that 
capture the energy, the personality, and of course the fashion of the punk rock 
movement. I wouldn’t necessarily recommend this one to any modern-day 
punks, not much to learn besides a bit of history. The perfect audience for the 
book are all the clueless journalists who attempt to report on/exploit the punk 
scene, who really know nothing about it. Price:$12.95 + $4.95. Loompanics 
Unlimited, P.O. Box 1197, Port Townsend, WA 98368 (94 pages/offset/ 
joumal/prof essional/RSF) _ 

4 Hey Cabby! 4- 

A New York Cab Driver's Million Miles Behind the Wheel 

For 25 year Arthur Ginzberg drove a cab in New York City. Over the years 
he’s collected quite a few stories, but sadly his life was cut short by cancer 
in 1980. While in the hospital, his son Evan (now the publisher of Wrestling 
Then & Now) recorded all his stories in the hopes of printing them in a book 
someday. Now, fifteen years later, Evan has finally compiled all these stories 
into this compact volume. We hear tales of fighting off robbery attempts, the 
wide assortment of people who took caps in New York, and the many 
celebrities who found themselves in Arthur’s cab. Because these stories were 
transcribed directly from tape they have a very raw, off-the-cuff style. Even 
more shocking are the racial stereotypes that pop up in the text—but the book 
couldn’t work any other way. New York was different in the ’50s, and the 
language was different back then too. This book captured that New York 
character that has so often been manipulated and regurgitated by the media. 
Well this is the real thing. It’s a historical document that truly captures the mid- 
century New York life. Price: $4.95 -I- $1. Evan Ginzberg, P.O. Box 640471, 
Oakland Gardens Station, Flushing, NY 11364 (40 pages/offset/digest/ 
DTPed/RSF)_ 

4 How to be Homeless 4 

Or How to get Out of It 

A very unusual book, written by a person who has been homeless twice, who 
describes what it’s like to be homeless in our nation’s cities. While Chuck 
Taylor has created this book specifically for homeless people, lots of 
employed, housed people will certainly find it intriguing reading. He 
describes the massive resource that libraries offer to homeless people- 
offering plain advice on how to best make use of this resource and deal with 
library security. He offers strategies to finding the best cities to live in, 
explaining the many benefits of staying in a college town. Quite surprising is 
his advice against panhandling and stealing. He explains how homeless people 
already have a bad image and these things would only reinforce people’s 
stereotypes. I love this passage here, “The worst part of homelessness can be 
the tediousness, the hours upon hours of nothing to do that weigh down the 
soul and make a person feel worthless, especially in our work-oriented culture 
which stresses efficiency and productivity.” This blows the lid off the 
homeless = lazy cliche. Instead of shouting back at a homeless person to “get 
a job,” give ‘em this book instead, and offer some useful advice. Price:$4. 
Chuck Taylor, Slough Press, 3009 Normand, College Station, TX 77845 (72 
pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) 
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THE MODERN IDENTITY CHANGER 

How to Create and Use a New Identity for Privacy and Personal Freedom 

by Sheldon Charrett 

Finally, here is an all-new book on the art and science of obtaining and using a new identity. This book focuses on the major pitfalls of traditional identity changing 
while explaining current solutions to the problem. Far from a slim handbook on acquiring a deceased infant’s birth certificate, this is a complete identity-changing 
program, with step-by-step instructions on how to go about acquiring a new identity in today’s data-drenched society, how to produce and manufacture the 
documents necessary to support that identity and how to obtain credit, employment and banking privileges for that identity. It’s all here, from obtaining a legit Social 
Security number and driver’s license to outwitting Big Brother’s bureaucrats, who persistently demand their little papers, stamps, cards and tracking numbers. By 
studying this book, freedom seekers and privacy enthusiasts can maintain a fresh arsenal of information in the war against totalitarianism. For academic study only! 5 
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SCAMS FROM THE GREAT BEYOND 
How to Make Easy Money Off of ESP, 
Astrology, UFOs, Crop Circles, Alien 
Abductions, Channeling, and 
Other New Age Nonsense 
by Peter Huston 

Learn how the new breed of con artist fakes 
everything from ESP powers to UFO photos - 
then expose them as the thieves they are... or 
utilize their simple tricks to your own financial 
benefit! 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, illus., 

208 pp. $20.00 

DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most Effective 
Antibiotics, Painkillers, Anesthetics, and 
Other Miracle Drugs... Without Costly 
Doctors’ Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 

Ragnar gives you precise instructions for securing 
and using the very latest drugs and supplies from 
animal health centers, foreign pharmacies, mail 
order suppliers, military dispensaries and other 
unusual sources. 51/2x81/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 128 pp. $204)0 

4-WHEEL FREEDOM 
The Art of Off-Road Driving 
by Brad DeLong 

Whether you’re thinking about buying a 4- 
wheel drive vehicle or are already an 
experienced 4WDer, there is something in this 
complete guide for you. Learn how to drive on 
snow, ice, rocks, mud and hills, plus how to 
choose and use off-road tires, winches and 
other specialty gear. Every 4WD owner should 
own this handy book. 81/2x11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 176 pp. $25.00 

THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 
by Lee Lapin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows you exactly how 
to hire an ex-KGB agent, order a photo of 
anypiace on earth anytime during the last 20 
years, get an instant background check on 
anyone, open a door from 100 feet away, sub¬ 
scribe to an in-house FBI newsletter, order and 
install the latest electronic surveillance gear and 
many more tricks to trace, track, surveil and 
investigate anyone or anything. 81/2x11, soft- 
cover, photos, illus., 448 pp. 
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CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 
Revised and Updated 
by Bob Hammond 

This expanded Credit Secrets will save you 
thousands of dollars in fees, finance charges and 
interest payments as you learn the very latest 
techniques to get rid of debt once and for all and 
establish good credit. Discover proven tricks used 
by lawyers, credit counselors and other pros who 
charge handsomely for their services. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, 136 pp. $15.00 

ACQUIRING NEW 10 

How to Easily Use the Latest Computer 
Technology to Drop Out, Start Over, 
and Get On with Your Life 
by Ragnar Benson 

Forget about using the old "dead-baby’s birth- 
certificate” ruse to get new ID. Everyone’s on to 
that trick. What you need is the know-how to 
make your own documents on a home computer. 
And by following the simple instructions in here, 
you can. 51/2 x 81/2, softcover, photos, illus., 
152 pp. $20.00 

WILDERNESS WAYFINDING 
How to Survive in the 
Wilderness As You Travel 
by Bob Newman 

The first truly complete easy-to-follow guide to 
finding your way in the forest, mountains, desert or 
any wild environment. Let a pro teach you about 
maps and compasses, land navigation, building 
emergency shelter, finding food and water, 
forecasting weather, administering first aid and 
much more. 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, illus., 
160 pp. $154)0 

THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is tire mother of all revenge books! You'd 
have to buy more than 25 books to get all the wit 
and wisdom contained in this compilation from the 
best of Paladin's revenge books. Don’t be fooled 
by cheap imitators that claim to know how to get 
even. Paladin is still your revenge source when you 
need to even the score with nosy neighbors, 
bungling bureaucrats, snarly clerks or other pests. 
For entertainment purposes only. 81/2x11, 
softcover, 120 pp. $154)0 
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GET EVEN 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hay duke 

A hilarious overview of the methods people use 
to get even with big business, government and 
enemies. These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate, including more 
sophisticated schemes devised by CIA and Mafia 
members and political dirty tricksters. For 
entertainment purposes only. 51/2x81/2, 
hardcover, 208 pp. $19.95 

KEEP WHAT YOU OWN 
Protect Your Money, Property, and Family 
from Courts, Creditors, and the IRS 
by Adam Starchild 

It’s scary to think that courts and creditors have 
access to your hard-earned assets, but they do - 
unless you protect them. This book shows you the 
many safe, legal methods and little-known 
sources you can use to protect your money and 
property in today’s lawsuit-happy world. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, 168 pp. $154)0 


BENCH-TESTED CIRCUITS 
FOR SURVEILLANCE AND 
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE TECHNICIANS 
by Tom Larsen 

If you’re hungry for updated, practical electronic 
circuits, this is a beggar’s banquet. Not only do these 
ingenious circuits - some never published - realty 
work, but they’re simple, inexpensive and fun. 
Includes clear explanations and schematics plus real- 
life applications. 51/2x81/2, softcover, photos, 
Wus., 128 pp. $20.00 

RAGNAR’S ACTION ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES 
by Ragnar Benson 

Learn how to build weapons, trap anything that 
moves, drop out of the rat race, protect your 
privacy, elude the bad guys, defend yourself, 
change identities, land a job and live well - as 
well as a little bit about everything else that 
might be important. 81/2x11, softcover, 

«, illus., 456 pp. 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


Living Well on 

Practically Nothing .$19.95 

Newl.D. In America.$17.00 

How to Get Anything 

on Anybody.$30.00 

Just Say No to Drug Tests: 

How to Beat the 

Whiz Quiz .$12.00 

High-Tech Harassment .$19.95 

Secrets of a 

Super Hacker .$19.95 

Don’t Get Mad—Get Even .. .$22.95 

Reborn in the USA: 

Personal Privacy 

through a New Identity .. .$16.00 


How to Make $100,00 a Year 
as a Private Investigator . .$19.95 
Professional Gambler’s Handbook: 
Beating the System by 

Hook and by Crook.$15.00 

Credit: 

The Cutting Edge.$25.00 

How to Hide Anything .$12.00 

Swiss Money Secrets: How 
You Can Legally Hide Your 

Money in Switzerland_$15.00 

How to Beat the Credit Bureaus: 

The Insider’s Guide to 
Consumer Credit.$12.00 
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4-How to Live Without Electricity4 

Anita Evangelista, author of other Loompanics books on home self-sufficien¬ 
cy, has come out with this new title for the electricity-dependent. She shares 
the story of how her family lived off the grid for three years without foregoing 
the comforts of modern living. In her book, she shows how to replace the 
power company with oil lamps, solar ovens, car batteries, and homemade ice 
boxes, and in the process prepare us for the next electrical outage. Unfortu¬ 
nately, many of her solutions require more than a change in lifestyle, they 
involve moving to a more rural area. Collecting firewood or building a 
rainwater collection system in the city would be problematic to say the least. 
She also cites many drawbacks of using fire and flame for lighting, cooking, 
and heating. Still, there was much that even city dwellers could experiment 
with, such as using auto batteries to power home appliances, and connecting 
indoor bicycles to small generators. Price:$14 + $5. Loompanics Unlimited, 
P.O. Box 1197, Port Townsend, WA 98368 (158 pages/offset/digest/ 
professional /CWB) _ 

4 Independent Jewish Film 4 

Edited by Janis Plot kin, Caroline Libresco, and Josh Feiger 

Since 1981 San Francisco has been home to The Jewish Film Festival, an 
ongoing series which presents obscure and well-known films that are created 
by Jewish people or feature Jewish-related themes. Information about all the 
films they curated over the years is now available in this one place. It starts 
off with five articles that explore the history and relevance of Jewish film 
around the world. Deborah Kaufman wrote about Jewish film in America, 
Ruth Tsoffar, covered the Middle East, and Barbara Shulgasser explored 
Moscow. The bulk of the book is comprised of film listings—organized 
alphabetically each listing includes brief credits, film still, and a detailed 
description of the film. Because of the way it’s organized, it would be tricky 
to use this as a guide to finding video rentals (not that these films are even 
available on video) but taken as a whole it makes for a fascinating history of 
Jewish film. San Francisco Jewish Film Festival, 2600 Tenth Street, Suite 251 
B, Berkeley, CA 94710—Email: jewishfilm@aol.com—URL: http:// 
www.sQff.org (172 pages/offset/standard/professional/RSF) 

4 Life of the Party 4 

The Complete Autobiographical Collection by Mary Fleener 

December ’96. I’ve readjust about everything in here before but there’s a 
reason why—I just love Mary Fleener’s autobiographical comics. This 
anthology mostly features her work from 1988 to 1993 and it’s got all my 
favorite stories. It starts off with that great piece, “Turn Off That Jungle 
Music,” that illustrates how she first discovered the music of Howlin’ Wolf. 
This piece is part of the “Too Loud and Out of Tune” chapter that covers 



Zine! K 


Expanded to 192 pages! 


Make A 


Finally, a nuts-and-bolts guide on 
how to produce a zine. No mat¬ 
ter how humble or ambitious 
your project, our book will save 
you time and money. 

Not a survey of zines that’s out¬ 
dated before you even read it, 
not some slick rip-off out to cash 
in on the latest underground fad, but a useful resource 
chock-full of good ideas and tips you will refer to again and 
again. From the guys at Black Books (see reviews of Black 
Sheets and Porno Pen in this issue). “It's good to see a book 
on zines produced like a zine, i.e., completely self-published. ” 


-Seth Friedman 


Send $12 (includes postage/handling) to: 
Black Books, PO Box 31155-F, San 
Francisco CA 94131. For fastest service 
(stores, too), call (800) 818-8823 and place 
your order. We take Visa, MC, Discover, 
and AmEx. Or fax your order with card 
info to (415) 431-0172. Sorry, no CODs. 
L California residents, add 85<t sales tax. 



stories about music and her struggles to be in a band. Since this is autobio, 
the main character is Mary, but her family and friends come out as strong, 
complex characters of their own. So many great stories in here about too much 
drinking, drugs, and regretful sex. Best of all, you won’t have a hangover the 
next day. Price:$14.95 -I- $1. Fantagraphics, 7563 Lake City Way NE, 
Seattle, WA 98115—Email: fgraphic@halcyon.com (156 pages/offset/stan- 
dard/profess ional/RSF) _ 

4 Make a Zine 4 

April 1997. If you want to learn how to make a zine, it makes sense to find 
out from someone who actually published one before. Bill Brent didn’t stop 
with just one zine, he went on to publish several different tides, including the 
famed Black Book which he started in 1992. He’s learned quite a bit over the 
years and reveals it all in this comprehensive, self-published book. He gets 
right down to it, offering real solutions for real-life publishing problems. He 
covers everything—literally. There’s so much real information in here that I 
learned quite a bit from reading it—and I’ve been publishing for over five 
years. There are the requisite chapters on design and production, but Bill also 
covers contributors, finances, copyrights, barcodes, and a topic near and dear 
to my heart—what to do when it comes time to quit. No trades/age statement. 
Price:$12. Bill Brent, Black Books, P.O. Box 31155, San Francisco, CA 
94131-0155—Email: BlackB@queemet.org—URL: http://www.queemet.org/ 
BlackBooks/ (192 pages/offset/digest/professional/RSF) 

4 The New World Order 4 

Prophecies, Poems & Loqueras for the End o f the Century 

1996. Gomez-Pena has been a tireless crusader for multi-culturalism and 
border hopping, transcending the often tedious dialogue of fellow travelers. 
In 1993, he received the prestigious Mac Arthur Genius Award, allowing him 
to pursue paths unfettered by monetary concerns. Since then, he has been 
blazing new paths in contemporary art in a startling series of performances, 
writings, and collaborations. As a mail artist who is involved in intercultural 
collaboration, my hat is off to Gomez-Pena, who has been waging the same 
struggle in the mainstream. “This book describes my vision of a multicentric, 
hybrid American culture and my understanding of the United States’ end-of- 
the-century identity crisis.” Performance texts, poetry, radio broadcasts and 
letters compose this anthology of the author’s past writings. If you want to 
escape the rhetoric of most multicultural critics and get to the heart and soul 
of the debate, this work is sincerely recommended. Price:$16.95. Guillermo 
Gomez-Pena, City Lights, 261 Columbus Ave., San Francisco, CA 94133 
(244 pages/JH)__ 

4 No Love Lost 4 

by Ariel Bordeax 

March ’97. It’s been a while since we heard from Ariel Bordeaux. I guess she 
moved up to Seattle and has been busy working on this great book from Drawn 
& Quarterly. It’s a story of friendship, lovers and how problems with one 
relationship can create problems in another. We start out by meeting Jed and 
Emma, boyfriend and girlfriend, but not for long. We follow them through 
their breakup, seeing the threads that keep them together and the rifts that drive 
them apart. Ariel has a wonderful ability to tell a story and a drawing style 
that’s very endearing. At seven bucks it’s kinda pricey, but if you’re jonzing 
to see what Ariel Bordeaux has been doing lately, you’re sure to love it. No 
trades/prints letters. Price:$6.95. Drawn and Quarterly Publications, P.O. 
Box 48056, Montreal, PQ H2V 4S8, Canada (52 pages/offset/profe ssional/RSF) 

4 Notes From The Underground 4 

Zines and the Politics of Alternative Culture 

This is the first in-depth academic study of zines I’ve seen in print. At 195 
pages it certainly is a hefty volume and it covers a lot of ground, covering the 
history and culture of zine publishing. Stephen Duncombe certainly did his 
homework. He presents an accurate portrait that, while drawing from a 
relatively small sample of zines and publishers, describes the broad spectrum 
of what’s out there. While I enjoyed the book, I found it a bit uncomfortable 
to read at times. Its probing, analytical approach made me feel like a bug under 
a microscope. I assume that’s the nature of any academic analysis, but maybe 
it’s just the accuracy of Stephen’s critiques that left me feeling so open and 
naked. This book could be a boom to any researcher, putting into print what 
I, and thousands of others, picked up through years of struggling to publish 
our zines. It’s too late to go back. The year of the zine books has come and 
gone. People will continue to publish zines, but unfortunately I think they’ll 
be much more self-conscious about their work from here on in. Price:$19. 
Verso, 180 Varick St., New York, NY 10014 (227 pages/perfect-bound/ 
joumal/prof essional/RSF) _ 

Phoenix 

One of my favorite books has finally been revised and reprinted, so now, once 
again, you’ll have a chance to pick this one up. Leonard Herman’s book [first 
reviewed in F5 #57] chronicles the rise and fall and rebirth of the home 
videogame industry. The first edition left off around 1993, but this volume 
takes us all the way up to 1996 and also includes a discussion on the impact 
of the Internet. It’s a fantastic book and highly recommended to anyone 
interested in the history of personal computers or videogames. Price:$19.95 
+ $3. Leonard Herman, Rolenta Press, P.O. Box 3814, Union, NJ 07083- 
1891—Emai l: rolenta@aol.com (290 pages/perfect-bound/dige st/RSF) 

4 The Portraiture of Tim Mancusi4 

Eraser Carvers Quarterly Special Edition 

























Tim Mancusi has been producing some of the most exciting and interesting 
hand-carved rubber stamp portraits. Working from photographs, he then 
meticulously converts the photo to a two-tone image that can be carved out of 
rubber. The results are realistic portraits, but in a wonderful style that’s all 
his own. Mick (Eraser Carver’s Quarterly) Mather has been so impressed 
by Mancusi’s portraits over the years that he decided to publish this chapbook 
of his work. Most of these 15 portraits are of leading figures in the mail art/ 
rubber stamping community. Included here is my favorite of John Held, Jr. 
and Bill Gaglione as The Fake Picabia Brothers. Also included are portraits 
of M.B. Corbett, Adda Dada, Ray Johnson, Mike Dyar, and a baby picture 
of Diana Mars. Price:$5. MickMather, P.O. Box222, Clay, NY 13041-0222 
(20 pages/offset/digest/rough/RSF) 

Psychedelic Sourcebook 

by Will Beifuss 

September ’96. Will has compiled one of the most comprehensive resource 
guides to psychedelics I’ve seen. He has a very rational perspective, 
emphasizing the sacramental use of natural plants, all while staying well 
within the restrictions of the law. In this guide he lists companies that sell 
mushroom growing equipment, mail-order firms for books and tapes, 
newsletter publishers, and noteworthy organizations. Each listing contains 
extensive discussions about the particular group—describing in detail the price 
and quality of anything they sell, so you can easily compare prices for morning 
glory, baby rosewood, or kava kava. He also calls a spade as spade, detailing 
which companies offer good service and which are total rip-offs. Particularly 
useful are the eight pages of Internet resources like legal information, web 
zines, FAQs, and newsgroups. This alone is worth the price of admission, 
since it would take forever to track down all these listings. This book puts all 
this information right at your fingertips. Price:$12.95. Rosetta, P.O. Box 
4611, Berkeley, CA 94704 (72 pages/perfect-bound/journal/polished/RSF) 

f The Redneck Manifesto + 

by Jim Goad 

Like many zine publishers, Jim Goad hasn’t put out a new issue of his zine 
in several years. He’s got a good excuse though; he’s been busy putting 
together this overwhelming book about rednecks and the way they’re treated 
by society. It’s an opinionated study, but one he backs up with extensive notes 
and references. He starts by comparing how the word “redneck” compares 
with the word “nigger.” Explaining that while one word is derogatory, the 
other is used in comical gags. From there he goes on to history—starting with 
the history of European whites as feudal slaves. He explores the history of 
white slavery and poverty, explaining how it’s classism not racism that divides 
this country. After describing the struggles of poverty he says “skin privilege 
is largely a myth peddled by those who are made uncomfortable by the idea 
of class privilege.” I particularly enjoyed his chapter on militia groups. He 
explains the reasons people join militia groups and details the many dirty 
secrets of our government that militia groups are fighting against. In a world 
of limp, lifeless, escapist best-sellers, it’s great to see a book that stands up 
for what it believes in. Even better that it’s written by someone whose work 
I’ve respected for many years. Price:$22. Simon & Shuster, 1230 Avenue of 
the Americas, New York, NY 10020 (274 pages/professional/RSF) 

♦ Rude Awakening ♦ 

Text by Purnell Christian—Artwork by Joe Serve/lo 

April ’96. I really enjoyed this comic anthology. Stories that reflect the 
struggles of real life, but are certainly too twisted to be true. Purnell Christian 
wrote the stories, while Joe Servello (Service) transformed them into the 
comic/graphic novel format. It starts off with a disturbing tale of a lonely guy 
who places a personal ad looking for a like-minded nihilist. Unfortunately 
things don’t work out as he planned and he ends up on a date with a Christian 
woman who is more interested in helping him reach salvation than an orgasm. 
Another memorable story concerns another lonely guy going out on a date. 
Things work out a bit better this time, the only obstacle is a hyperactive child 
who is always getting in the way. It’s a unique collection of stories that break 
the mold of the typical slick graphic novel. Price:$12.95 + $3.25. Dennis 
McMillan Publications, 1581 N. Debra Sue PL, Tucson, AZ 85715—Email: 
102102.124@compuserve.com (perfect-bound/standard/professional/RSF) 

+ Thrift Score + 

By At Hoff 

A1 Hoff has done a great job in turning her zine of the same name into an 
entertaining and incredibly useful book. If you thrift, flea, rummage or garage 
sale, you need this book. Its nearly 20 chapters tell the avid shopper how to 
locate, evaluate, and buy items for every room in the house (including “The 
Bar Area,” “The Game Room,” and “Patio and Pool”) as well as hints on 
thrifting clothing, books, obsolete technology (CBs and 8-tracks), and art. 
There’s even a chapter on the history of thrifting. But the hints don’t stop at 
shopping. A1 helps us live a little better with tips on party-throwing with all 
your great new stuff. Sidebars by zine stars like John (Murder Can Be Fun) 
Marr add value. Price:$12.50. HarperCollins, 10 East 53rd Street, New 
York, NY 1 0022 (272 pages/broadsheet/professional/MLW) 

>-Tom the Dancing Bug + 

by Ruben Bolling 

I can’t say that I’ve seen the syndicated strip “Tom the Dancing Bug,” before, 
but after reading this book I’m very impressed. It’s really unique stuff. Single 
page/multi panel work that varies tremendously in style from page to page, 
but they’re all a bit political and they’re all very funny. The official title for 


this collection is the annoying (but funny) All I Ever Needed to Know I Learned 
from My Golf-Playing Cats. It’s a tiny bit reminiscent of the Cultural Jet Lag 
series (occasionally seen in this magazine)—they both seem to share a similar 
political vision and a desire to push the boundaries of the art. There are the 
strips that explore childhood existentialism (“Games Louis Plays”), the 
hilarious translations of dude-speak, and of course “Harvey Richards: lawyer 
for children.” Price:$7.95. NBM, 185 Madison Ave., Suite 1504, New York, 
NY 10016—URL: http://www.nbmpub.com (80 pages/perfect-bound/stan- 
dard/professional/RSF) 

-♦-Totem of the Depraved♦ 

by Nick Zedd 

Even if you’ve never seen Nick Zedd’s films They Eat Scum or Police State, 
you’ll still find these autobiographical tales immensely fascinating. More like 
a perzine than a straight autobiography, these tales reveal the extreme 
conditions of Nick Zedd’s life that led to such radical and disturbing films. 
These tales don’t reflect any typical life, but they may sound familiar to anyone 
with an interest in the underground. “Some person calling himself Gore sent 
me a check in the mail for $50 to write something for Phlegm Threat. What 
could I do with fifty bucks? I could go out and by five bags of dope, take a 
bus to Long Island and resell the shit to some fourth graders for $20 a hit. Who 
puts this thing out anyway? Rich commies? Trotskiite thugs? Everyone agrees 
that this magazines sucks, but what should we do about it? ” Brutal and in-your- 
face—this shit will grab you and pull you in even more so than his films. 
Price:$12. 2.13.61 Publications, P.O. Box 1910, Los Angeles, CA 90078- 
Email: twol361@aol.com—URL: http://www.twol361.com/ (162 pages/ 
perfect-bound/journal/professional/RSF) 

-♦-The Worst Thing I’ve Ever Done + 

by Ted Rail 

1996. Ted Rail is one of my favorite cartoonists. Hey, you can even read one 
of my quotes on the back of this book. This is his third collection, completely 
different from the first two, and certainly his best book yet. Inspired by Martin 
Sprouse’s Sabotage in the American Workplace , Ted invited people to confess 
their sins in the style of Apology Magazine. He then illustrated these stories 
in all their disturbing and perverse glory. The tales range from innocuous but 
guilt-ridden misdeeds, to horrific, unforgivable evil. Ted wrote up the text 
using the perpetrators exact words and then illustrated these stories using his 
trademark style. What’s disturbing is how matter-of-factly these people tell 
their stories. Yet the accompanying visual details make them even more so. 
You’ll read stories of tortured cats, burned turtles, illicit affairs, and botched 
robberies. An unsettling but compelling book. Price:$8.95. NBM, 185 
Madison Ave., Suite 1504, New York, NY 10016 (perfect-bound/standard/ 
professional/RSF) 
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Peter Sotos' SPECIAL 

From the author of Pure, Parasite, Tool and Index. 

Limited first edition of 1,000 copies. 
First 250 available ONLY from 

RUDE SHAPE BOOKS 

511 6th Avenue, No. 325, New York, NY 10011 
purehades@aol.com 

http://www.horrornet.com/funeralparty.htm 

$20 plus $4 shipping 
MUST include 21 and over age statement. 
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•♦•The X Factory-^- 

Inside the American Hardcore Film industry 
1997. The author is a Bay Area freelance writer, who regularly contributes 
to Psychotronic, Headpress, and Genesis, as well as publishing his own 
Liquidator magazine. His latest work is intended “to give the reader some 
insight into the porn world as experienced by insiders themselves—starlets, 
directors, producers and technicians. ” Over twenty actresses are interviewed, 
as well as directors like Gregory Dark, John Leslie, and Bruce Seven. This 
is a nice behind-the-scenes look at an ever-changing industry. Perhaps there’s 
too much information. After all, the fantasy component is mandatory to an 
enjoyable evening of porn viewing. Does anyone really want to know which 
actresses do their own hair, or how many annals they’ve done. But if you want 
to know what goes on behind the Green Door, this will fill you in. 
Price:$19.95. Anthony Petkovich, Headpress, 40 Rossall Ave., Radcliffe, 
Manchester, M26 1JD, U.K. (208 pages/JH) _ 

♦ Zines! Vol. !l + 

This is the long-awaited second volume of V. Vale’s interviews with zine 
publishers. I’m much more excited about this volume then the first—for one 
thing, I know a lot more of the people. The main feature are the interviews, 
but the book is overflowing with zine cover reprints, short excerpts from 
zines, and photos of the people being interviewed. (Not that these photos will 
help you recognize these zine publishers. Several are quite camera shy.) 
Subjected to Vale’s probing questions are local Bay Area publishers Julie 
Peasley (of McJob), Otto von Stoheim (of Tiki News), John Held (of 
Bibliozine), John Marr (of Murder can be Fun), and Candi Strecker (of 
Sidney Slippy's Quarterly & Confused Pet Monthly). Two of those folks 
live right in my neighborhood (though I’m not going to tell you which two). 
I have to admit that my favorite interview was with Candi. She’s been 
publishing since 1979 and certainly has a lot to tell us. Other noteworthy 
interviews include Dishwasher Pete and Keffo of Temp Slave. 
Price:$14.95 + $4. V. Vale, V/Search Publications, 20 Romolo #B, San 
Francisco, CA 94133—Email: vsearch@vsearchmedia.com—URL: http:// 
www.vsearchmedia.com (147 pages/perfect-bound/standard/professional/ 
RSF) 


OTHER BOOKS 


ADRIFT IN THE ETHER Current British psychedelia (1990-1996) is detailed in 
this reference tome. This gets right down to the nitty-gritty: cassette only releases on 
up to Hawkwind boxed sets. Bands that are extant now, are detailed prior to 1990. 
Take for instance, The Oroonies. Since ’85 they put out six cassettes, one single, and 
one album—two full. Contact addresses are provided. Cross referencing helps you 
find relevant sections. A center section provides full-color sleeve reproductions. 
Borderline Productions, P.O. Box 3819, Glasgow, G43 1UT, U.K. (192/polished/ 

TOM) __ 

AN AMERICAN ROCK HISTORY A truly massive effort to document every 
musical genre in every state from 1960-1993. Everyone from Michael Jackson to the 
Spinners (Indiana, early ’60s, line-up unknown) who released one seven-inch. 
California, Illinois, Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico have been covered in previous 
volumes. Personnel listings tell which previous and successive groups each member 
was in. Exhaustive. Why does it take some Brits to perform such a worthwhile task? 
Borderline Productions, P.O. Box 3819, Glasgow, G43 1UT, U.K. (171/polished/ 

TOM) __ 

AT DUSK Bill Brown reprinted this classic text from 1975 that explores the history 
of the Situationist movement. In true Situationist style he just xeroxed off copies 
without any regard to any original copyright intellectual property rights. It’s a dense 
text, which covers the political, social, and economic roots of the S.I. Price:$5. Not 
Bored!, P.O. Box 1115, Stuyvesant Station, New York, NY 10009-9998 (90/digest/ 

rough/RSF)___ 

THE CELERY ANTHOLOGY March ’97. A very strange anthology devoted to 
“heavy poetry.” Katherine explains how this genre was born in Southern California 
in 1990. I never heard of it before, but much of the work reminds me of things I’ve 
seen in Feh!. Off-the-wall poetry that breaks all the rules and seems to have no 
relationship to its title. Not classic poetry or modern poetry—it can barely even be 


Psychedelic Sourcebook by W. Beifuss 

"This is the most complete, focused and subversive 
psychedelic resource list in print/'-Terence McKenna 

"A total jewel of a resource book" - Alexander Shulgin 

This is the most comprehensive guide to Psychedelic resources available! 

The Sourcebook offers ten chapters: 1. Spores and Kits, 2. Spore Germination, 3. Book Catalogs, 
4. Audio and Video Tapes, 5. Botanicals, 6. Seeds, 7. Magazines & Newsletters, 8. Organizations, 9. 
Miscellaneous, 10. Internet Sites . Also: a botanical index, suggested reading & business index. 

A description is given of each business, and many of their products and prices are de¬ 
scribed, so the reader can comparison shop and see who has the best price . 

"The author is very candid. If he thinks a business has poor products or service, he will 
say so... he has placed orders with many of the companies to determine how long they take to 
fill orders and if their products are as advertised. When a business receives a good review, I 
tend to believe it because he is equally quick to criticize as well. " 

"The graphic layout and accessibility to information in this book is outstanding." 
$12.95, post paid includes free catalog. $2~catalog only 
Rosetta P.O. Box 4611, # FF, Berkeley, CA 94704-0611 
wholesale inquiries invited, fax us: 510 595 3779 


considered poetry, but it’s still quite humorous. Price:$3. Catherine Noel, 1200 S. 
Riordan R anch Rd. #56, Flagstaff, AZ 86001 (22/standard/rough/RSF) [60] 
CHINA TOWN Chris makes these mini books that look like zines but designed like 
books. I really like the one called China Town, where he writes about living in his 
cramped basement apartment that lies under a Chinatown sidewalk. He also sent us 
Doors , which is essentially a collection of photos of unusual doors found around the 
world. Price:$l. Chris Cobb, 620 Kearny St., San Francisco, CA 94108. Loves 

trading. (8 /mini/raw/RSF) __ 

DEATH WRITES: A CURIOUS NOTEBOOK An interesting little book that’s 
designed like something “discovered abandoned in a coffeehouse.” Most of it is 
handwritten on lined, accompanied by little illustrations. It was supposedly written 
by Death himself, but unfortunately I found the book too unfocussed and haphazard 
to leave any lasting impression. Price:$9.95. Arsenal Pulp Press, 103-1014 Homer 
Street, Va ncouver, BC V6B 2W9, Canada (mini/professional/RSF) 

EYE-SPY Originally appearing in the Chicago New City, this new book from Top 
Shelf collects Charise Mericle’s unusual weekly comic strip. Each cartoon represents 
a single observation about society and explores the many ways of looking at the 
world. Charise’s unique drawing style and way of looking at things makes it all very 
compelling. Brett Warnock, Top Shelf Productions, P.O. Box 15125, Portland, OR 

97293-512 5 (half-legal/polished/RSF) _ 

THE HENRY MILLER ACROSTICS An intriguing chapbook of short poetic 
tributes to Henry Miller. Every poem starts with the word “henry”; every poem is 
exactly eleven lines; and every poem forms the words “henrymiller” as you read 
down vertically from the “h” in henry. An enjoyable tribute for lit geeks or fans of 
Mr. Miller. Price:$7. Dead Metaphor Press, P.O. Box 2076, Boulder, CO 80305 

(mini/roug h/RSF) __ 

LIMITED WARRANTY I’m not sure where Bob got these images from, but 
collected here is line art of small appliances gathered from product instruction 
manuals. Underneath each drawing is a title for the piece—“Boom Box with CD,” 
“Microwave with Door Ajar,” “Components of a Steam Cooker,” “CD Player with 
Numbers 1 -10,” and “Preferred Method for Plugging in a Socket.” Price:$2. Bob 
Rob, 614 Harbor Pointe Pkwy., Atlanta, GA 30350. Selective trades. (30/mini/ 

DTPed/RSF)_ 

MUSEUM QUALITY ORGASM BY CARL DANIELS A great title for a 
collection of very fine poems from Carl Miller Daniels. He creates great imagery 
with a disturbing texture and subject matter. Many of the poems deal with sex, but 
not in an erotic way, more repulsive and grotesque. Price:$5 + $1. Future Tense 
Press, P.O . Box 42416, Portland, OR 97242 (48/digest/DTPed/RSF) [5 8] 
SANTA’S BIRTHDAY PARTY Fall ’97. Mr. Rob is a school teacher and for one 
of his assignments he asked his students to write about a painting by the folk/naive 
artist R.T. Jones. This publication collects these essays together to give an insight 
into how kids approach art and approach art criticism. What’s most intriguing is the 
similarities between the essays, illustrating how kids view art. Price:$3. Subs:$12 for 
4. Bob Rob, 614 Harbor Pointe Pkwy., Atlanta, GA 30350. Selective trades. (36/ 

half-legal/r ough/RSF) _ 

SHORT STORIES AND TALL TALES July ’97. While Bob stopped publishing 
Giants and Little People about a year ago, he’s still fascinated with the subject of 
unusually sized people and created this anthology of short stories on the exact same 
subject. Most of these eight stories were written'by himself, but he also got 
contributions from Jeffrey Deboo and Norman Selkirk. Price:$3. Bob Nelson, 75 
Hale St., Apt. 1, Beverly, MA 01915. Selective trades. (27/standard/rough/RSF) 

[60] _,_ 

TRAUMA CODE You’ll either find this book very shocking, compelling, or in my 
case, completely boring. 130 filled with big pictures of overturned cars, twisted 
metal, mangled bodies, headless torsos, and lots of rescue workers standing around. 
I’m sure this book will seek out its audience, but for me I’m over that death ‘n 
destruction kick. Price:$24.95+$3. Raven Entertainment, Inc., P.O. Box 2130, 

Germanto wn, MD 20875-2130 (130/standard/professional/RSF) _ 

VIDEOHOUND’S VAMPIRES ON VIDEO From the publisher of VideoHound’s 
Golden Movie Retriever comes the definitive guide to vamps on video. The criteria 
for inclusion is kind of loose since TheAddam 's Family and Chosen Survivors (among 
others) don’t feature vampires in the traditional sense. Still this is an entertaining and 
thorough look at the subject. Price:$17.95. Visible Ink Press, 835 Penobscot Bldg., 

Detroit, M I 48226-4094 (335/standard/professional/MJB) _ 

WHITE LIGHT More erotic prints from Kevin. This time he packaged them all up 
nicely in this little booklet and is offering it for only a buck. The images are 
nocturnally dark with the title referring to the nature of the lighting. Price:$l. Kevin 
Mitchell, 6907 Barry Rd., Tampa, FL 33634-2915. Selective trades. (16/mini/ 

DTPed/RS F) [59] _ 

WHOSE PEN IS THIS A fun one-shot comic that Generic Mike made for Andy 
(Gulp) Stevens as a birthday gift. The title is in reference to an in-joke that becomes 
very apparent once you read this book. Essentially it’s just the story of a little elf who 
finds a pen and tries to find its original owner. Price:$2 cash. Generic Mike, P.O. 
Box 172, Westview Station, Binghamton, NY 13905-0172 (36/mini/rough/RSF) 

[52] __ 

WRITERS.NET BY GARY GACH Writer’s books and Internet books are a dime 
a dozen and generally just as useful. Surprisingly, Gary Gach combined the two and 
created a writer’s book that I found to be immensely valuable. Maybe it’s just me. 
I have found the Internet to be an incredible tool for writing—what with all the 
research opportunities it affords. Gary goes beyond that and details everything the 
Internet offers the professional (or budding) writer. Price:$22. Jonna Pedrioli, Prima 
Publishing , 3875 Atherton Rd., Rocklin, CA 95765-3716 (373/professio nal/RSF) 
WRITING BELOW THE BELT August ’97. Originally published in 1995, 
Masquerade Books just reprinted this intriguing collection of interviews with leading 
writers of pom. Most of the subjects are known for their gay or lesbian porn, but these 
conversations will probably appeal to anyone. Highlights include Dorothy Allison, 
PatCalifia, Larry Townsend, and Michael Bronski. Price:$7.95. Masquerade/Hard 
Candy Books, 801 2nd Ave., New York, NY 10017 (435/paperback/professional/ 
RSF) [60] 





























RECORDINGS 


Everything from home-made basement tapes 
to corporate pop hits. Punk, funk, jazz, rock, 
house, techno, industrial, hip hop, avant- 
garde, and spoken word. What the unifying 
theme? It’s all stuff we like to listen to. 

4 The Amazing Royal Crowns 4 

This is some jivey, fast-movin’ rockabilly complete with hiccupy vocals and 
that bass-slappin’ trademark sound. The Crowns deliver the real goods, 
keeping their music vibrant and fresh when a lot of neo-rock ‘n roll bands beat 
the same rhythm into the ground. The surfing song “Gretschy” starts out with 
a sly Link Wray windup before delivering the speedfreak guitar and drum line. 
It’s perfect with no vocals because the tune carries itself on a wave of galloping 
guitar notes up and down the scale. “Scene of the Crime” is a swinging hit 
that looses upon us a reeling chorus in between the chapters of a poor bastard’s 
lost love. These 14 songs weigh in at just over two minutes each, bursting 
with energy, then exiting the stage to make room for the next psychobilly 
speedball. The next time you need a getaway soundtrack for your spree 
of bank robbing, make sure the Amazing Royal Crowns come with you. 
Price:$10. Monolyth Records, 25 Huntington Ave. #228, Boston, MA 
02116—Email: info@monolyth.com—URL: http://www.monolyth.com (CD/ 
CWB) _ 

4 Another Crazy Cocktail Party 4 

The cocktail/lounge/easy-listening craze is deep into its latter phases, with the 
rediscovery of lost genius Esquivel giving way other more derivative and 
rightfully anonymous artists. This crazy cocktail party isn’t half as crazy as 
it thinks it is. Five songs by Los Albinos is probably four too many, especially 
since each of them is a ‘conga’ (Bing Bang Conga, Chinese Conga, etc....). 
Most of the songs fall into either the upbeat/conga style or the slow/easy 
listening style (hint: If the title has the word “blue” in it, it’s slow), which gives 
the whole compilation a slightly disjointed feel. One track was partly written 
by David Bowie (!). Though it’s not the best, it does provide a conversation 
piece. The packaging is pretty weak and has no liner notes, but the music is 
well mixed, with all the stereophonic subtleties the high-tech age has to offer. 
Better than a poke in the eye with a sharp stick. Lourdes Vipor, RCA Victor, 
1640 Broadway, New York, NY 10036 (CD/professional/DA) 

•♦•The Apples in Stereo 4 

Tone Soul Evolution 

The Apples in Stereo keep recording albums and I keep on lovin’ ‘em. For 
this album they made the jump from the trustworthy 8-track to a fancy 24-track 
system, but still recorded it in own Pet Sounds Studio. The results are (not 
surprisingly) brighter, richer, and more complex, building more on their 
wonderful retro sound. Only 40 minutes for this 14-song CD, created in the 
style of the three-minute wonder (with most songs running under that three- 
minute mark). With their distorted guitars and lush harmonies, this one is sure 
to make you feel warm and fuzzy all over. spinART, P.O. Box 1798, New 
York, NY 10156-1798—Email: spinart@erols.com—URL: http:// 
www. intera ctive. net/ ~ spinart (CD/professional/RSF) _ 

-♦■The Apples in Stereo 4 

Science Faire—Projects by The Apples in Stereo 

Like their comrades-in-arms Olivia Tremor Control and Neutral Milk Hotel, 
The Apples in Stereo are leading the way into the new millennium with 
subversively beautiful pop-music; well-crafted, intelligent, anthemic and yet 
also personal songs that are layered with sounds far beyond the expected 
capacities of the four-tracks that recorded them. Playing the Byrds to lo-fi 
kings Guided By Voices’ darker Syd Barret/Stones, The Apples aren’t afraid 
to sound pretty or to conjure up the ghosts of pop-music’s past. Un-ironic 
“oohs” and “ahhs” soar behind harmonized choruses and thick electric guitars 
solo above the dense, textured backdrop. Clever recording touches like a 
backwards guitar tacked onto the end of the rocking “Tidal Wave” and cheap 
synthesizer coloring throughout add a retro-psychedelic feel to the warm and 
fuzzy pop fun. I can’t recommend this CD enough. The Elephant 6 Recording 
Co., P.O. Box 18326, Denver, CO 80218—Email: spinart@erols.com— 
URL: http://www.interactive.net/~spinart (CD/DA) 

♦ Bar Noise + 

Full Volume Live Vol. 1 

I first heard about Bar Noise in issue #4 of Exile Osaka. Matt wrote an 
incredible tale of trying to track down a legendary bar that specializes in 
playing Japanese noise bands. Sunday nights featured live performances from 
some amazing (and amazingly obscure) noise bands. Even thought the bar has 
since shut down, the Sunday night live performances live on in this great 
compilation CD. I’m not familiar with any of these performers, but it’s a 
surprisingly melodic collection of tunes, all recorded in brilliant lo-fi. There’s 
Kevin Sharp (of Brutal Truth), Yahatamae, Mutant, New Mexico, Anglers, 
and others. Play it at your own risk. Shoei Go, Japan Overseas, 6-1-21 
Ueshio, Tennoji-ku, Osaka, 543, Japan—Email: shoei@gol.com (CD/RSF) 


♦ Bichos4 

A very interesting album recorded back in 1994 that explores unique musical 
territory. Tim Gagan and Dave Wayne join vocalist Robert Winson in his 
poetic spoken-word explorations that push boundaries in many directions. 
Taking their inspiration from Pere Ubu and Captain Beefheart, this basic trio 
is anything but your typical rock’n’roll band. In addition to the aforemen¬ 
tioned influences, this CD also reminds me of the avant-performer Copernicus 
who’s been creating unique poetic/musical compositions for many years. 
Filling out their sound are several folks who helped with bass, violin, organ, 
and Chapman stick. Sadly Robert Winson never hilly realized his poetic vision 
as he passed away in November ’95. This album has been released 
posthumously and features 17 unique pieces. Dave Wayne, Bichos, 2225 
West Alameda, Santa Fe, NM 87501 (CD/RSF) 

-♦-Blue Rags 4 

Rag-N-Roll 

This five man band revisits the jitterbug/ragtime style and really gets the joint 
shakin’ and rollin’. “Bourgeois Blues” with Jake Hollifield on the piano 
stomping out the chords is a particularly spirited song. No wonder—it’s an old 
Leadbelly tune. Half of the songs on this release are originals, half covers. 
But the covers, including “Be My Salty Dog,” “I Got Rhythm,” “Sister 
Kate,” and “Bootlegger Blues,” have the band’s own stamp all over them. 
Their own songwriting is just as hot and hard to sit still to. Aaron “Woody” 
Wood wrote the upbeat driving song “When I Fall” that bounces its way from 
stand up bass to piano solo all while the singer happily describes his 
misfortunes in life. “Freight Train” is another romping ballad that can claim 
its place in the annals of railroad songs. Without exception, all the tracks on 
this release are rousing hits that bring back the days of flappers and hidden 
Chicago speakeasies that offer up their fun if only you know the right knock. 
Price:$11 + $3. Sub Pop, 1932 First Ave., Suite. 1103, Seattle, WA 98101 
(CD/profess ional/CWB) _ 

4 Japonize Elephants from Zorlock Land of 
the Lost4 

Bob's Bacon Barn 

Here’s some rousing musicianship that would make Bill Monroe roll over in 
his grave. It combines clashing musical arrangements with old timey folk 
instruments and a truly unfettered imagination. Imagine the Fugs touring the 
Appalachian Mountains and you’ll have a feeling for the playfulness and sound 
of the Elephants. “40 Years of Our Family” and “Bob’s Bacon Barn” had me 
in stitches. With lyrics like “If you like bacon, try some more bacon, if you 
like bacon, come to Bob’s Bacon Bam” repeated throughout an entire country 
hoe-down, what can you do but laugh? Other songs show a more diverse 
influence like the rock solid “Dingle Berries” and “Flaming Assholes” that 
weave in authentic Celtic melodies. Funny as these songs are, they are by no 
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means the work of amateurs. It’s precisely because the Elephants are such 
accomplished musicians that they can pull off their humor. When you hear 
“Wakee eggs and bakee! I don’t want nothing fakee!” in the middle of 
professional playing, it has that much more impact. The Elephants’ instru¬ 
ments include banjo, violin, upright bass, accordion, flute, guitar, and junk. 
One of the most creative and entertaining CDs I’ve come across this year. 
Price:$10. Ben Swanson, Secredy Canadian Records, 1703 North Maple 
Street, Bloomington, IN 47404—Email: jcargill@indiana.edu—URL: http:/ 
/ezinfo. ucs. indiana. edu/ ~ bj swanso/sc. html (C D/DTPed/RSF) 

+Cold Cold Hearts ♦ 

Erin Smith has made a career out of being a professional teenager. Publisher 
of the zines Teenage Gang Debs and Action Teen, she was also a member 
of the now-defunct band Bratmobile. Now accompanied by Alison Wolfe 
(also of Bratmobile and Girl Germs), Katherine Brown, and Nattles, the four 
of them form the fun new band Cold Cold Hearts. After just one single (both 
songs included here), we’re treated to a CD-EP. Even though these eleven 
songs are pretty short, they pack a lot into each one. They’re pretty brutal, 
here’s just a sample: “Maybe Scabies,” “Cute Boy Discount,” and “Sorry 
Yer Band Sux.” Kill Rock Stars, 120 NE State Ave. #148, Olympia, WA 
98501 (CD/ polished/RSF) _ 

+Colin Newman ♦ 

Bastard 

After a long hiatus Colin Newman is back. Colin Newman formed Wire back 
in 1976, but after several years of producing groundbreaking records they 
disbanded, and Colin trotted along as a solo performer and producer. He’s 
now back producing his own albums on his own terms and his own record 
label. No lyrics, no songs, just nine lengthy atmospheric electropop instru¬ 
mentals that are lush and rich and full of texture. Lots of surprises too, like 
the very danceable “G-Deep.” Not just for Wire fans, this album is on the 
cutting edge of modem sounds. Joshua Mills, World Domination/Swim, 3575 
Cahuenga Blvd. West, Suite 450, Los Angeles, CA 90068—Email: daveis@ 
earthlink.net —URL: http://imusic.com/worlddom/ (CD/profe ssional/RSF) 

-♦■The Cramps♦ 

Big Beat from Badsvi/le 

One person’s cliche is another’s classic. The Cramps aren’t my shot o’ 
whiskey, but for the trashabilly hard-core, nothing else will do. Listening to 
this CD for the first time I honestly had a hard time appreciating the seemingly 
endless minor variations on the most basic 12-bar blues progression. But a 
closer listen revealed nuances that hint at what makes The Cramps, well, The 
Cramps. Sex-guitarist Poison Ivy is a relentless innovator, and so supple in 
the ’50s rock and roll mode that she can throw in a curve ball that sounds 
strangely familiar and yet is clearly twisted and bizarre. Lux Interior is a 
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master lyricist, a horror-porn show of a writer who conjures the truest white- 
trash visions. Who else could sing “Bum She-Devil Bum” with a straight 
face? Bands have fans for a reason, and far be it for me to ask a band to change 
when thousands love them for a reason. The Cramps are as good as ever and 
who’d want to fuck with that? Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90026 (CD/ professional/DA) _ 

Crawling With Tarts 

I Am Telephoning a Star 

A perpetual favorite. Every release by Crawling With Tarts is sparsely 
layered with bits of found noise and manipulated natural sounds. But it’s as 
unlike most noise bands as it is any other genre of music. It’s closer to an 
experiment in audio goofballing and sitting at the mixing board asking “Hey, 
what does this button do?” As an example, there’s “Radio Compressor Test 
Nr. 4.” It’s a 45 second track that keeps almost completely silent, except for 
three subsecond bursts of radio station sampling. Then there’s the brilliant and 
fun “Drum Haiku” that delivers a real 3-5-3 arrangement of toy noises and 
tinny bells. “Fielding Variations” Nrs. 1,2, and 3 are all different recordings 
of what may well be a motorized grindwheel. While Nr. 2 is an extended 
droning cycle of noise, Nr. 1 and 3 are closer to the sound of a mole trying 
to get a piece of fluff out of its nose. With “Test Kernel Nrs. 1 and 2,” the 
band switches to voice manipulation, taking short snippets of speech and 
sewing them together. The result is something only vaguely identifiable as 
English. A few rare tracks here include guitar melodies and more traditional 
sounding music, traditional that is, if you are used to someone vacuuming the 
hallway while you’re trying to listen to a record. ASP, P.O. Box 5587, San 
Mateo, CA 94402-0587 (CD/professional/CWB) _ 

-♦-David Byrne♦ 

Feelings 

A particularly unique approach to a solo album. David Byrne collaborated 
with about five different producers/bands and maybe 40 different musicians 
to create the 14 songs on this album. Each song is completely different, but 
if you’re a fan of David Byrne, you’re sure to enjoy every one. It’s of course 
produced under his Luaka Bob label and it closely represents the musical 
direction of the label. The songs borrow heavily from ’80s worldbeat style, 
but integrates it into today’s musical landscape. The overall production is 
really intriguing. Most of the songs were recorded in home studios, but using 
cutting-edge equipment that was only previously found in professional 
recording studios. The result is a tight and bright sound that is infused with 
the warmth of a relaxed home-brew recording session. Guest stars on this 
album include Hahn Rowe of Hugo Largo, Mark and Jerry of Devo, Seattle’s 
Black Cat Orchestra, and the U.K. trip hop producer Morcheeba. Even 
thought the songs cover a multitude of styles and characters, the album holds 
together a whole with David Byrne’s unique lyrics and vocal stylings. Warner 
Brothers/Luaka Bob, 3300 Warner Blvd., Burbank, CA 91505-4694 (CD/ 
professional/RSF)____ 

♦ The El Caminos + 

Reverb Explosion 

Over the years Del-Fi has been responsible for a virtual tidal wave of surf 
music. This time they picked up on a brand new band that captures the sound 
and the excitement of the original wave of surf music. Heralding all the way 
from Kobe, Japan, the El Caminos pour forth some fabulous surf guitar licks 
that will satisfy any fan of Dick Dale. Fifteen tracks on this rockin’, high 
energy album. Lots of original tunes, but they also chum out plenty of covers 
of classic surf instrumentals. Highlights include the early Hendrix tune 
“Hornet’s Nest,” The Sentinals’ “Big Surf,” and Dick Dale’s “The Wedge.” 
Break it out when your next party gets too slow. Bryan Thomas, Del-Fi 
Records, 8271 Melrose Ave., Suite 103, Los Angeles, CA 90046—Email: 
del-fi@prim enet.com—URL: http://www.del-fi.com (CD/profe ssional/RSF) 

+ Enrique + 

Cut the Cheese 

A great record featuring fourteen hilarious songs from the Bay Area’s funest 
band, Enrique. I remember several years ago seeing them do a set of songs 
from Schoolhouse Rock. Sadly none of those tunes are on this disk, but it’s 
a moot point because the whole Schoolhouse Rock thing is already completely 
played out. However, cover tune fans won’t be disappointed. There’s 
“Roboto in the Stream” which is a blending of Styx and the Bee Gees. Even 
more twisted is “Total Eclipse Out of Hell” which is a totally warped merging 
of Jim Steinman’s “Total Eclipse of the Heart” and “Bat out of Hell” 
Thankfully it comes complete with a lyrics sheet so you can read any words 
that you can’t pick out. Shopping fans will love the set “Supermarket Samba” 
and “Checkout Cha-Cha.” My only disappointment is knowing that Enrique 
puts on such incredible stage shows—I totally want to seem them do these 
songs live. The Townsend Agency Record Company, 1420 Lake Shore Ave., 
#18, Oaklan d, CA 94606-1641 (CD/professional/RSF) _ 

4-Fame Whore ♦ 

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack 

Though I haven’t seen the movie, when I listen to this CD I can picture a lot 
of what happens, which tells me this is a good soundtrack. The songs are all 
distinctly different in feeling, from the Booker T and the MGs-like Dub 
Narcotic Sound System to the trash-punk of No No Boy to the lo-fi junk-pop 
of Emily’s Sassy Lime. The “Fame Whore Theme” is itself a funny jab at no¬ 
talent wannabes that walk around waiting to be discovered. But as good as 
much of the music is (or if only ‘interesting’) this CD’s entire worth is in one 




















song, the haunting “Isn’t Lonely Lovely” by Barbara Manning. An ode to 
solitude, it’s genuinely heart-rending and sticks out in the midst of this 
collection of seemingly deliberate amateurism like a pearl in a jar of jelly 
beans. Apathy Productions, P.O. Box 210535, San Francisco, CA 94121- 
0535 (CD/DA)_ 

♦ Friends of Dean Martinez 4 

Retrograde 

Bill Elm and cohorts whip out a steel guitar-drenched slab of instrumental 
moods on their latest. The opening cut, “Rattler,” has a great melody that’s 
been pleasantly stuck in my head since I heard it. Nice interplay throughout 
between Elm’s steel and Joey Burns’ guitar; in fact the whole combo is tight 
and loose in the best ways. I know these guys get continuously lumped in with 
that ‘cocktail’ scene, but to me this sounds more like drive all night across the 
expanse of the West in a cool car music. Besides, the cover art clearly depicts 
just that. A great CD anyway, and including a tasty cover of one of my fave 
Beach Boys tunes, “The Warmth of the Sun” doesn’t hurt neither. Sub Pop, 
1932 First Ave., Suite 1103, Seattle, WA 98101 (CD /profess ional/JK) 

♦ Fuzzhead 4 

I Saw the Best Minds of My Generation Rock Out 

For about a decade now, Fuzzhead has seen a rotating personnel and produced 
about 25 self-released cassettes. As one might expect, their sound is difficult 
to pin down, but it lies someone out there in garageland, influenced heavily 
by ’60s psychedelia and modern jazz (their most recent LP was a tribute to 
Sun Ra). Thankfully this modem CD format doesn’t restrict them with a crisp 
DDD production—this disk is full of the life-giving buzz that we love so much. 
Six people contribute to this latest version of Fuzzhead, including its guiding 
force, Bill Weita. They do rock out on this album, but they also tweak and bend 
and experiment and play. New World of Sound Recordings, 108 Beach St., 
Jersey City, NJ 07307 (CD/polished/RSF) _ 

4-Give 'em the Boot + 

This is exciting—Brett of Epitaph and Tim Armstrong of Rancid joined forces 
and started up this new label devoted to the best in ska and old-school-style 
punk. To celebrate this new venture their first release is this lively compilation 
of 20 songs from 20 bands. The more familiar names on this comp include 
Rancid, Voodoo Glow Skulls, and the Skatalites but everything on the album 
is simply top-notch. Most of the bands tend to the ska side of things, but that’s 
just fine with me. The Slackers, Hepcat, The Pietasters, Skinnnerbox, The 
Upbeat, Stubborn Allstars, and more. It’s a steal at five bucks—get it now. 
Price:$4.99. Hellcat Records/Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90026 (CD/professional/RSF) 

+ Jim White + 

Wrong-Eyed Jesus 

The cover art hooked me, the CD insert story sucked me in, but the music. 
Hallelujah!, made me a believer. David Byrne’s label snagged a winner with 
this twisted talespinner. Sparse, textured arrangements of shimmering 
guitars, standup bass, and percussion shroud Jim’s high lonesome voice as he 
chronicles the saints and sinners that’ve crossed his path. Bill Elm (Friends 
of Dean Martinez) on steel guitar and the always-great Ralph Carney on 
kitchen sink spice up the mix. Ghosts of Hank, Drake, and (notdead yet) Waits 
smile on this gospel according to St. Jim. A haunting and resonant album; this 
is my fave of ’97 so far. Jim’s songwriting is drop-dead gorgeous. Two 
stigmatic palms up—way up! Warner Brothers/Luaka Bob, 3300 Warner 
Blvd., Burb ank, CA 91505-4694 (CD/professional/JK) 

+ John Kessel + 

Born Late 

A surprisingly eclectic collection of guitar-heavy songs from this New York- 
based performer. John Kessel plays just about everything on the album, but 
he brings in some studio pals who give the recording a fuller, band-like sound. 
The cuts range from the cruel-yet-fimny “Waiting for the Muse” to the 
experimental Number-Nine-like “Junkie” to the hard-rockin’ “Sweet Misan¬ 
thrope. ” While I love all the weird musical things he does, the lyrics are even 
better. In one of his love songs he compares himself to a “homing beacon” 
as he declares his intentions to stalk his ex-girlfriend. John Kessel, Clavicle 
Records, 51 Macdougal Street Box 31, New York, NY 10012 (CD/polished/RSF) 

+ KAOS Theory ♦ 

Olympia’s KAOS radio station has put together this collection of live on-air 
recordings. It’s got many surprises including a traditional ukulele rendition 
of “Aloha Kakahiaka,” Madigan teaming up her cello with xylophone and 
guitar. Chuck Swaim of the Arm’s Extent reading his poetry, plus Emily’s 
Sassy Lime, Men’s Recovery Project, cub, Witchypoo, and lots of frayed 
jangle rock and outright noise. One of my favorites was the happy-go-lucky 
“Shy Girl” by Sandman. His funny lyrics reminded me of some of Dylan’s 
very earliest. “Well they had a Chinese therapist, his name was Carl Yung 
Lee, he spent his nights with hermaphrodites, he spent his days with me.” 
Price:$10. KRecords, P.O. Box7154, Olympia, WA98507 (CD/profession- 
al/CWB) _ 

4 Kingdom Scum 4 

Contaminating the Thinking Suppy 

Compelling lyrics and unusual music that’s sometimes reminiscent of Tom 
Waits, but other times sounding much closer to industrial techno. I love all 
the samples and snippets added into the mix. Some of these songs are 
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positively hilarious, with titles to match—check out “Rectum Relocated to 
Forehead” and “Nature is Disgusting. ” Pick hit has got to be “Feel like Takin’ 
Drugs” sung to the tune of...you know what. The album is dedicated to 
Philadelphia’s MOVE, so you get an idea of their political philosophies. 
Price:$10. Scott Burger, Turn of the Century, 50 Lexington Ave. #197, New 
York, NY 1 0010—Email: TOTC@delphi.com (CD/profession al/RSF) 

Land of the Loops 

Refried Treats 

The last Land of the Loops album got such a great response that Up Records 
went ahead and released this CD-EP that features some new and some remixed 
songs. If you’re thinkin’ about getting the Bundle of Joy CD (reviewed in F5 
#61), but are hesitant to drop the money, this would make a great introduction 
(though you’ll probably want to get the CD after hearing this). Five songs of 
loopy, trippy, spacey, funk created by Mr. Loops, Alan Sutherland. This guy 
is a master of the sample, but even more so, he knows how sounds fit together. 
The big hit for me is the remix of “Welcome” which I loved so much on the 
last album. Pick this up and check it out for yourself. Up Records, P.O. Box 
21328, Seatt le, WA 98111-3328 (CD/professional/RSF) 

+ Lost Highways ♦ 

I hate to admit it but I haven’t seen Lynch’s Lost Highways yet. I’m a huge 
Lynch fan and planned on seeing it opening night, but before I knew it, the 
film was gone and now I’ll have to fuckin’ rent it on video. Since I haven’t 
seen the film, I don’t know which songs on this compilation were actually used 
in the film and which were simply “inspired by the film.” It doesn’t matter 
to me either way since this is one hell of a compilation. Since I was one of the 
50 people who actually liked Fire, Walk with Me and one of the five people 
who bought the soundtrack album, I might just be the target audience for this 
album. Of course with Trent Reznor in charge of the whole thing, it will most 
likely appeal to NIN fans, but the album still features Angelo Badalamenti (the 
composer who’s worked with Lynch since Twin Peaks). So, besides six 
Badalamenti compositions and three Reznor/NIN songs, we also get a killer 
new Bowie/Eno song (“I’m Deranged”). There’s also a bunch of other songs, 
ranging from Lou Reed to Marilyn Manson, but overall the 71-minute album 
really holds together as a whole—which is rare, and equally impressive, for 
a modern movie soundtrack album. Interscope/Nothing, 10900 Wilshire 
Blvd. #1230 , Los Angeles, CA 90024 (CD/professional/RSF) 

♦ The Machine Gun TV + 

Touch 

More hardcore Japanese noise from Japan Overseas. This is a brutal recording 
but it’s varied enough to offer plenty of melodic singing mixed into the assault 
of sound effects. With its sudden jumps from childlike pop tunes to aggressive 
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technical overload, It’s very reminiscent of John Zorn’s Naked Eye. This is 
a hypermodern recording that does more than push the boundaries of music— 
it creates a new listening experience. Shoei Go, Japan Overseas, 6-1-21 
Ueshio, Ten noji-ku, Osaka, 543, Japan—Email: shoei@gol.co m (CD/RSF) 

+ Natacha Atlas ♦ 

Diaspora 

A fantastic wedding of traditional Arabic music and contemporary dance 
beats. This kind of music has often been dance music anyway, so adding ’90s- 
style grooves sounds perfectly natural. You got yer ouds, violins, and tablas 
to set the feel, Count Dubulah laying down the slinky bass, and Natacha’s 
sensual vocals wailing above it all. I don’t know what she’s singing about, and 
I don’t care. “Yalla Chant” has an exquisite climax/chorus that’s worth the 
price of admission alone. I’ll probably listen to this more than my cherished 
Mohammed El-Bakkar albums, and that’s saying something. The tacked-on 
remixes seem unnecessary though, and how do I program this CD player 
again? Beggars Banquet, 580 Broadway, Suite 1004, New York, NY 10012— 
Email: begg ars@beggars.com—URL: http://www.beggars.co m/ (CD/JK) 

♦ Negativland + 

EDPISSIP 

After a long wait, Negativland rewards us with this exciting new recording 
devoted to everyone’s favorite brand of sugar water, Pepsi. You wouldn’t 
know it from the album title, though. Due to legal restrictions the actual title 
of the CD is being held in limbo, but can be uncovered by dialing the info line 
at (510) 466-5253. Thirteen cuts make up this full-length CD. With a prolific 
use of appropriation, sampling, cutting, tape layering, and even some singing 
and original music, the Negativland crew have produced an album that’s 
melodic yet thought-provoking. Taken as a whole, the album is more about 
advertising in general, but it’s examined though the example of Pepsi. The 
pick hit has got to be “The Greatest Taste Around” which starts off “I got fired 
by my boss—Pepsi. I nailed Jesus to the cross—Pepsi. ” and continues on from 
there. It’s combines a poppy upbeat style with lyrics that come much closer 
to describe the reality of commercial advertising. The final cut, “Bite Back,” 
critiques capitalism as a whole with the thoughtful phrase “we can control the 
corporations, all we have to do is stop buying what they’re selling.” Seeland, 
1920 Monument Blvd. MF-1, Concord, CA 94520-URL: http:// 
sunsite .unc. edu/negativland/ (CD/professional/RSF) _ 

♦ Negu Gorriak + 

ideia Zabaidu 

An album that’s as full of compelling musical stylings as it’s full of political 
conviction. Negu Gorriak is a punk band from Northern Spain’s which sings 
songs in the local Basque language of Euskera. What’s most compelling about 
the album isn’t the lyrics (which are translated into Spanish and English) but 
the compelling musical mix which layers punk rock energy and style on top 
of European folk music traditions. Sadly this band broke up late last year (after 
seven years and six albums) but of course it took if that long for their first U.S. 
album. It’s refreshing to find punk rock reaching out to the farthest ends of 
the Earth. Grita!, P.O. Box 1216, New York, NY 10156-Email: 
info@grita.c om—URL: http://www.grita.com (CD/RSF) 

♦ Nick Cave & the Bad Seeds ♦ 

The Boatman's Call 

A stripped-down, dark and melodic release that’s the band’s best work in some 
time. These twelve songs are all quiet numbers that highlight Cave’s beautiful 
low voice and piano playing. The band is quieter here than they’ve ever been, 
yet none of the songs sound sparse or empty. The Bad Seeds brought in many 
supporting instruments, letting the violin and vibes take equal place next to the 
guitar and drums. “People Ain’t No Good” is still one of my favorite tracks 
after many repeated listenings. It describes all the failings of people and their 
miserable shortcomings, but wavers on the last verse, trying to convince us 
of people’s innate value. But Cave returns to his original tone, breaking rhyme 
with the half-whispered “Ah, but that’s just bullshit, baby.” The middle tracks 
of the CD seem a bit flat but the final pieces such as “Black Hair” (carried 
with just vocals, organ, and accordion) and “Idiot Prayer” (a trademark Nick 
Cave song of quiet haunting and despair) are outstanding. I wish the CD could 
end there, but the final track “Green Eyes” is just plain ridiculous; certainly 
the silliest thing in the entire run of Nick Cave’s career. While singing the 
lyrics “Kiss me again, rekiss me and kiss me,” Cave overdubs the words in 
a speaking voice. It reeks of overblown sentimentality and its only defense is 
that the words were borrowed from someone else. Best not to dwell on this 
song too much as it is the only stinker here. As a whole, Cave’s songwriting 
and the ban d’s playing is as sharp and evocative as ever. (CW B) 

+ Noam Chomsky / Chumbawamba-f 

A double album from AK, Mutual Aid Recordings, and Allied Recordings. 
It features a set of disks from the unlikely pair of Noam Chomsky and the band 
Chumbawamba. As unusual as the set is, in many ways it makes a lot of sense. 
Fans of Chumbawamba’s political pop music will get a taste of Chomsky’s 
thought-provoking lectures, while Chomsky fans will get turned on to 
Chumbawamba. We get a live recording of Chumbawamba from 1994 in 
Leeds which features 13 songs like “I Never Gave Up,” “Give the Anarchist 
a Cigarette,” “Mouthful of Shit,” and “The Day the Nazi Died.” For those 
who haven’t heard them before, Chumbawamba is a lyrical group that mixes 
thoughtful, political lyrics with uplifting ska/pop melodies. Chomsky fans get 
a lecture from 1995 where he talks about the current operation of capitalism 
and business and its relationship to the government. The Chomsky disk is 
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given the appropriate title Capital Rules, and makes a great way of introducing 
your friends to this vital thinker. Price:$17.98. AK Press, P.O. Box 40682, 
San Francisco, CA 94140—Email: akpress@akpress.org—URL: http:// 
www.akpres s.org (CD/professional/RSF) _ 

-♦ Optiganally Yours ♦ 

Spotlight On.... 

A wonderfully compelling album created specifically to showcase the unusual 
instrument, the Optigan. Manufactured by Mattel in the early ’70s, it was a 
sort early predecessor of the modern day sampler and beatbox. The Optigan 
used preprogramed optical disks which had various instruments and rhythms 
preprogramed on them. The result was hardly what you’d consider high 
fidelity, but the warmth of this organic sound is very appealing. Rob Crow 
and Pea Hix craft some catchy pop songs that overflow with nostalgia and joy. 
It’s the pure simplicity of this album that works so well. There seems to be 
little more that the versatile optigan and their vocals here...and it works. 
Cargo/Headhunter, 4901-906 Morena Blvd., San Diego, CA 92117-3437— 
Email: info@cargorec.com—URL: http://www.pilot.com:80/optigan/ (CD/ 
professional/RSF)_ 

♦ Pink Flamingos Soundtrack + 

I hope you didn’t miss the recent rescreening of John Waters’s seminal movie 
showcasing the jolly perversions of Divine and company. If you did, you can 
still relive the exploits of the Filthiest People Alive in this soundtrack 
collection. The folks at Hip-0 tracked down the full length original versions 
of all the songs in the movie making for a very picturesque listening 
experience. I’ll never forget the scenes for “The Girl Can’t Help It” (Divine 
stealing giant cuts of meat by slipping them between her legs) or “Ooh! Look- 
a There, ain’t She Pretty” (seeing a sausage tied up to the rather limp doink 
of Raymond Marble). How about the splatterfest at Divine’s party with “Pink 
Champagne” and the lyrics “Wine! Wine! Wine!” playing in the background? 
Of course, there are songs that I don’t need (or want) to remind you of, like 
“Chicken Grabber,” “Surfin’ Bird” and “Doggie in the Window.” But 
whether you’ve seen the movie or not, these are amazing songs in their own 
right. Some are so innocent and square that you can’t help thinking nasty 
thoughts to them and the rest are just intentionally filth-inspiring. Link Wray, 
Bill Haley, Little Richard, Nite Hawks, and a host of smaller names meet back 
to back in this twisted collection. God bless John Waters for giving another 
generation a true font of perversion and bad taste. Eric Stein, MCA Records, 
70 Universa l City Plaza, Universal City, CA 91608 (CWB) 

•♦•The Sarnos + 

This San Francisco trio’s second CD delivers a dozen quirky pop nuggets, just 
when you needed ‘em. You got yer crunchy guitars and bopping rhythm 
section supporting lead Sarno Sam Koritz’s deadpan vocals as he sings of 
things that matter. Things like fake fur, junk mail, and the world’s sexiest car. 
No protest songs about acid rain here, thank God. 

Listen to this a few times and see if you can resist 
singing along with lines like “I ordered an elegant salty 
Spanish dish.” Melodies, hooks and lyrics are all A- 
1 here. This is garagey pop-rock as it should be. Extra 
bonus is the great cover of The Classics IV gem 
“Traces.” Hairy Records, P.O. Box 170301, San 
Francisco, CA 94117 (CD/polished/JK) 

-♦-Screw Radio+ 

I'm a Generation X 

We’re all being inundated with talk radio trash, and 
Screw Radio is fighting back, taking caller’s words, 
cutting ‘em up, and sending back out again. I’ve heard 
lots of people working with samples taken from radio, 
but few do it as effectively as Greg Ginn in his Screw 
Radio outfit. What makes Screw Radio stand out so 
much is the outstanding musical component. It sounds 
to me like Greg Ginn and Andy Batwainas take their 
inspiration from the radio samples but then construct 
compelling music on top of it. A very rich and lyrical 
listening experience. Aaron Felt, SST Records, P.O. 

Box 1, Law ndale, CA 90260 (CD/profe ssional/RSF) 

+ Shonen Knife ♦ 

Brand New Knife 

How could you not love Shonen Knife? As charming 
as your three-year old niece, as hip as suede hip boots, 
this Japanese threesome is pure pop-rock candy. 

Sweet, barely intelligible lyrics echo across a gentle 
roar of warm, distorted guitars. When Michie Naka- 
tani tells you to eat your “Fruit and Vegetables,” are 
you going to say no? Probably not. The pseudo¬ 
political/mystical angle on some of the lyrics might 
leave you a little dazed, but the superb song-craft and 
pretty melodies won’t. As Naoko Yamano sings, 

“Keep on rockin’, rockin’ Wanna have a good time 
with you.” They remind me a little of Pat Benatar in 
their simply, sassy appeal, and if that’s not good 
enough for you then you deserve whatever you got 
coming to you. Big Deal, P.O. Box 2072, Peter 
Stuyvesant Station, New York, NY 10009 (CD/DA) 


-♦•The Simpsons♦ 

Songs in the Key of Springfield 

As my girlfriend said last night “Did any of those folks working on the Tracy 
Ullman Show ten years ago ever believe that the tiny animated spot would spin 
off into one of the country’s most popular show for eight years. ” Maybe it was 
Tracy Ullman’s influence or maybe Matt Groening’s, but music has always 
played a large part in the show. Several years ago, when this country was 
gripped by Simpsons mania, a record was released that featured songs from 
the show. I didn’t care much for that earlier release and neither did many of 
the show’s hardcore fans. Thanks to composer and producer Alf Clausen, this 
new compilation is much closer to the fan’s heart. Fifty-one cuts on this 
massive collection—including songs from the show, snippets of dialog, and 
plenty of those hilarious end credit title themes where Alf reworked Danny 
Elfman’s theme into a variety of memorable ways. As one fan to another, I 
can assure you this disk has earned many repeated listenings. Rhino CDs may 
be ordered via RhinoDirect at 1-800-432-0020. Rhino Records, 10635 Santa 
Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90025-4900—Email: cathy_williams@ 
rhino.com— URL: http://www.rhino.com (CD/RSF) _ 

+ Songs:Ohia + 

Jason Molina, front man for the band Songs:Ohia, is a talented and unique 
musician who takes his songwriting to heart. His material is often laden with 
quiet despair and melancholia and delivered with guitar, banjo, and occasional 
keyboards and saxophone. He completely avoids the tired pattern of verse and 
repeated chorus, forging his own style for storytelling. The brief “Blue Jay” 
is somber and thoughtful, with the muffled airy sounds of the sax finishing out 
the song. “Our Republic” is one of the few upbeat tracks here, starting out 
with solo guitar and Molina’s voice, and ending with saxophone and snare 
drum. Molina’s authentic and soulful singing perfectly matches his music. He 
delivers all the gentle regret of a sad lonely Sunday and all the force of a lover 
saying a last goodbye. Price:$10. Ben Swanson, Secretly Canadian Records, 
1703 North Maple Street, Bloomington, IN 47404—Email: jcargill@ 
indiana. edu—URL: http: //ezinfo.ucs. indiana. edu/' bjswanso/sc.html (CD/ 
DTPed/RSF)__ 

-♦-Sounds for Little Ones + 

In the spirit of the original Folkways label, Melinda Simon and Mark Fay 
created this CD of field recordings of sounds related to children. No, it’s not 
a disk of children’s songs or children in the playground—they visited old-style 
theme parks and such with a high-quality tape recorder in hand. They recorded 
the music of vintage amusement park rides and the stories from mechanical 
park statues. Along the way they captured the songs of seven different ice 
cream trucks. Many of the recordings were made at Children’s Fairyland in 
Oakland, California, so if you ever visited there, this will certainly bring back 
memories. Part nostalgia, part sample sources, part sound effects—this CD 
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should be in every collection. Price:$10. Mark W. Fay, Dish Recordings, 
1630Edgecliffe Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90026-1002—Email: hipdama@ibm.net 
(CD/DTPed /RSF) _ 

♦ The Thundercats ♦ 

Live at the Grasshopper Palace! 

Where were The Thundercats when Ray Dennis Steckler was at his 
filmmaking heyday? Movies like Chooper and Rat Pfink a Boo Boo could have 
used more lo-fi brilliance like this in their soundtracks. The Thundercats lay 
down lots of banjo strumming (though it often sounds like it’s been detuned 
to pick up subthreshold notes), a background bed of noisy guitar twang, and 
some frighteningly silly lyrics. In one track on their “studio” side, they ponder 
the fate of a long lost television idol: “The Fonz has been abducted by aliens 
/ aliens are coming they will dissect him like a frog / like an inanimate object 
the Fonz in formaldehyde.” Their live side features such inspired daffiness 
as the gospel/Christian stomp “Temple of the Wookies,” the groovy 
hippie mantra “Stock Cars Make the Sun Go Away” and the punky 
“Donut City” where there are enough glazed deep fried treats for all. 
The treasures of the DIY tape trading circuit never cease to confound and 
amaze me. Price:$5. J. Gorman, P.O. Box410441, San Francisco, CA 94141 
(Cassette/CWB)_ 

♦ Tokyo Trashville + 

Various Artists 

This is a scorching collection of Japanese punk-n-roll that is at times scary 
(Guitar Wolf) and other times just plain rocking (Mutant Monster Beach 
Party), but always entertaining. The sons and daughters of the people who 
made your car, stereo, and TV have spent their allowances on Marshall stacks 
and Stratocasters. They chewed on rock history, and now spit it back at us like 
a mangled baby duck. Bands like Teengenerate and the 5, 6, 7, 8’s see a little 
bit of state-side action, but most of the others are stuck in a Tokyo underworld 
that must be the seediest thing going on in that 21st century city. Japan today 
is probably not unlike the States in the ’50s, with all the repression and 
suppression that the era entailed. Ah, to rock when somebody said you 
couldn’t. Au-Go-Go, GPO Box 542d, Melbourne, VIC 3001, Australia (CD/ 
DA) _ 

♦ Urga + 

Uk Ka os F ods A lit in g 

Troy moved to Sweden and left Mark to hold down the fort at Eerie Materials. 
He’s not just hanging out and enjoying life overseas, he’s taking care of 
business and tracked down this incredible Swedish band made up of six 
performers, employing the widest variety of instruments. Old time fans of 
Henry Cow/Art Bears (like myself) will certain dig this one. The sound is an 
incredible mix of Klezmer, classical chamber music, and good ol* European 


rock in opposition. It’s got an wonderful feel that’s warm and inviting, but at 
the same time unique and challenging. It lifts me up and transports me to a 
smoky European basement cabaret. In 100 years Urga will evolve into the bar 
band in Star Wars. One of the most unique records I’ve heard in a while. 
Price:$10. Eerie Materials, P.O. Box 420816, San Francisco, CA 94142- 
Email: eerie@crl.com—URL: http://www2.sbbs.se/hp/eerie (CD/polished/ 
RSF) __ 

♦ Wammo ♦ 

Fat Headed Stranger 

A hilarious collection of songs that seemed to be rooted in country music, but 
by no means can be ghettoized to the Nashville style. In fact, most of the songs 
here would probably seriously piss off the Nashville crowd. They are most 
definitely an angry bunch, but they funnel that anger into great songs that seem 
to express the frustrations of everyone in their twenties. They take their 
inspiration from all the right sources—Charles Bukowski, Steven Jesse 
Bernstein, The Ramones, Laurie Anderson. Speaking of Laurie Anderson, 
“This May Sound Kind of Weird” is a complete tribute/send-up/rip-off of all 
her distinctive recorded riffs. Mercury Records, 825 Eighth Ave., New York, 
NY 10019—URL: http://www.mercuryrecords.com/mercury (CD/profes- 
sional/RSF)_ 

+Water Communications ♦ 

World Domination recently signed a distribution deal with the British label 
Swim. Founded and run by Colin Newman (of Wire, duh) and his wife Malka 
Spigel, this label presents the latest in electronic and dance music. This double 
CD set is an excellent introduction to the bands on Swim and what Colin 
Newman has been up to lately. Eleven bands in this package, including 
Newman’s band Oracle. I was most surprised to find tracks from one of my 
favorite obscure bands, Pablo’s Eye from Belgium. We also get tracks from 
G-Man, Dol-Lop, Trawl, Lobe, and Ronnie & Clyde, but everything here is 
just fabulous. Be on the lookout for lots of new disks from Swim. Joshua 
Mills, World Domination/Swim, 3575 Cahuenga Blvd. West, Suite 450, Los 
Angeles, CA 90068—Email: daveis@earthlink.net—URL: http://imusic.com/ 
worlddom/ (CD/professional/RSF) __ 


OTHER RECORDINGS 


84 NASH / THE KINDS OF YEAH Drawing inspiration from other home¬ 
recording low-fi wonders, 84 Nash crafts clever pop songs that have to compete with 
distortion and tape hiss. Not for the purist, they care more about having fun than for 
creating a polished product. All that fun is captured on this 20-song CD. Pete 
Jaminson, Rockathon Records, P.O. Box 2711, Dayton, OH 45401-2711 (CD/ 

DTPed/RS F) _ 

B’EHL / ONLY A PAPER MOON An enjoyable collection of pop songs that 
oftentimes reminds me of Velocity Girl. Twelve bouncy songs on this album that can 
really lift your spirits. I love how it comes with a little 
hand-stapled xerox booklet with all the lyrics. Price:$10. 
Blair Purda, Endearing Records, P.O. Box 69009 
Tuxedo Park PO, 2025 Corydon St., Winnipeg, MB 
R3P 2G9, Canada (CD/polished/RSF) 

BIS / THE NEW TRANSISTOR HEROES Hot on 
the heals of their EP This is Teen-C Power, bis comes 
back with a full-length CD that’s full of that same 
exciting youthful energy. Eighteen songs on this 
album to satisfy your pop music appetite. Just three 
people in this band, but they really know how to belt 
out a pop song. Even better are the hilarious lyrics that 
blend overwhelming exuberance with dark cynicism. 
Grand Royal, P.O. Box 26689, Los Angeles, CA 
90026 (CD /professional/RSF) [61] 

THE CHRISTAL METHODISTS Last time we 
heard from these folks they sent us a cut-up cassette 
assembled from Bible Belt Christian radio call-in 
shows. This time they go one step further and chron¬ 
icle the hate and fear in this forthcoming New World 
Order. It’s a scary assemblage of music and sound 
reminiscent of Negativland or The Fightsters, but it’s 
still completely their own. Goy Division, P.O. Box 
11877, Ch icago, IL 60611 (CD/polished/R SF) [53] 
DIDJWORKS / CITIZENS OF THE WORLD The 
latest from Didjworks (see previous review in F5 #58) 
which adds a trip-hop production to their traditional 
didjeridoo sound. The result is a modern worldbeat 
recording that’s full of texture and depth. Price:$13. 
Nature Beat Music, P.O. Box 212, New York, NY 

10014 (CD /professional/RSF) [58] _ 

DOWN BY LAW / LAST OF THE SHARPSHOOT¬ 
ER A fine new album from Down By Law. Fifteen 
songs that push the boundaries of what punk rock is 
and what punk rock can do. The production is top- 
notch, moving Dave Smalley’s lyrics to the forefront, 
while still pushing with a dynamic musical backdrop. 
Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026 

(CD/profe ssional/RSF) [60] _ 

DRUMS AND TUBA / BOX FETISH With a name 
like Drums and Tuba, this band could scare a lot of 
listeners away. But one’s fears may be allayed with 
the knowledge that Tony Nozero (drums) and Brian 



















Wolf (tuba) are accompanied by Neal McKeeby (gui¬ 
tar). The results are surprisingly rich and complex, 
somewhat akin to Fred Frith’s mid-’80s musical exper¬ 
imentation. The tunes range from intricate rhythmic 
outpourings to more tuneful, structured numbers, but 
overall it’s a fascinating listening experience. Sheenah 
Fair, T.E.C. Tones, 109 Minna St. #209, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94105 (CD/polished/RSF) 

GUSGUS / POLYDISTORTION A compelling col¬ 
lection of sample-heavy tunes that effectively merge 
dark ambiance with ’70s funk. The songs range from 
soft to trippy to richer funk. They’re truly doing 
something unique here and producing an album that 
holds your attention. 4AD, P.O. Box 46159, Los 
Angeles, CA 90046-9599 (RSF) 

THE HIPPYCRICKETS / INCONCEIVABLE Ten 
honest, earnest songs from this Atlanta-based duo. 
Helping out Rory Odani (guitars) and Troy Paterson 
(drums) are Casey Jongko, Jeff List, and Michael 
O’Hara. Together they produce an enjoyable album 
that holds together and holds your attention. Price:$10. 
Troy Paterson, No Tomorrow Records, P.O. Box 
80722, Atl anta, GA 30366 (CD/polished/R SF) 
IN-BETWEEN BLUE A surprising album filled with 
pop songs that show a deep level of complexity. It has 
a slightly retro sound, hawking back to ’80s U2, Cure, 
Smiths, or Echo and the Bunny man. Only two people 
make up the band, Ryan Holiday and Charles Amos, 
but through layers of overdubs they construct a lush 
sound. Deprecious Records, P.O. Box 700, Maywood, 

NJ 07607 (CD/DTPed/RSF) _ 

INSULATED / FENCE A complex and impressive 
album from this LA-based trio that combines a variety 
of musical styles and textures, including rap, industrial, 
metal, and ambient. It’s a well-crafted collection of 
songs that warrant attention and repeated listenings. 
Deborah Chatfield, Frozen Hound, 5634 Camellina 
Ave., North Hollywood, CA 91601 (CD/professional/ 
RSF) 

JOYCE COOLING / PLAYING IT COOL Silky 
smooth jazz assembled by San Francisco guitarist Joyce 
Cooling. Top-notch crystalline production keeps this 
one as shiny as possible. A bit of fusion, a bit of pop, 
and a bit of Brazilian is what gives it its texture. Heads 
Up International, P.O. Box 976, Lynnwood, WA 98046 
(CD/professional/RSF) 

KONGO SHOCK / RIDE THE BUS A fun-loving ska 
band from Phoenix, Arizona that produces a bouncy, 
complex sound with only five performers. They have a 
versatile sound with a surprising sense of authenticity to 
the performances. Heavy on the vocals but the lyrics 
are funny (and printed on the liner notes) so there’s 
plenty to enjoy. James Curnutt, Skill Shot Records, 
3721W. Cambridge Ave. #4, Phoenix, AZ 85009 (CD/ 
RSF) 

LUNAR DRIVE / HERE AT BLACK MESA, ARI¬ 
ZONA Navajo singer Sam Minkler teams up with 
electronics whiz Sandy Hoover on this groups debut. 
The result is a fascinating CD, recorded in London and 
various North American Indian reservations. Count 
Dubulah and Sandy handle the production, deftly weav¬ 
ing Sam’s strong traditional and original melodies into 
the ambient mix. Guest appearances by Lakota singer/ 
flautist Kevin Locke really make this shine. Sandy also 
contributes some nice breathy vocals. Beggars Ban¬ 
quet, 580 Broadway, Suite 1004, New York, NY 10012 

(CD/JK) _ 

LVX NOVA An impressive album from this Florida- 
based duo. Bobby DeVito (guitars) and Mike Meengs 
(keyboards/programming) constructed this CD that’s 
rich with organic textures and trip-hop dance beats. 
Some of the cuts have a bit of a New Age feel to them, 
but most of them are surprisingly cutting edge. Esther 
Shin, Miamar Productions, 200 Second Ave. West, 
Seattle, WA 98119 (RSF) 

MAGOO / A TO Z AND BACK AGAIN A surprising 
album from the Scottish label Chemikal Underground. 
Magoo pours on heavy layers of distorted psychedelia. 
Unfortunately this five-song CD-EP seems more like a 
sampler, leaving you wanting more from this enigmatic 
band. Julianna, Beggars Banquet, 580 Broadway, Suite 
1004, New York, NY 10012 (CD/professional/RSF) 

[50] _ 

MAROONED A very elegant and atmospheric album 
that combines touches of worldbeat, electropop, goth, 
and jungle. Kim Ballard provides the band a vocal 
stylings that trademarks each song. John Briggs pro¬ 
vides most of the musical programming, but they 
employ seven musicians to give the whole album a lush. 


I 


organic sound. Sue Summer, Static, 17215 Mack Ave., 
Detroit, MI 48224 (CD/polished/RSF) 

MOLOKO / DO YOU LIKE MY TIGHT SWEAT¬ 
ER A totally fun record that blends ’70s soul with 
modern trip-hop. You’ve probably heard the hits “Fun 
for Me” and “Party Weirdo,” but everything on this 
album is just as good, filled with lively beats and 
craftful singing. Warner Brothers/Echo, 75 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York, NY 10019-6908 (CD/professional/ 
RSF) 

MOUSE ON MARS / AUTODITACKER A richly 
textured album from this German duo. Jan St. Werner 
is based in Cologne, while Andi Toma lives in nearby 
(and much more metropolitan city) Dusseldorf. The 
two join forces to create electronic music that fits 
perfectly into the modern ambient/techno/house scene. 
Thrill Jockey, P.O. Box 476794, Chicago, IL 60647 

(CD/profe ssional/RSF) [56] _ 

THE NICKBONES / SOULS ON ICE A bunch of 
sloppy rock’n’roll songs from Fat Possum Records in 
Oxford, Mississippi. Really fun and funny songs that 
are just a tiny bit offensive—“Crack Whore Blues,” 
“Art School Dropout,” and “Can’t You Drive.” Epi- 
taph/Fat Possum Records, 2798 Sunset Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90026 (CD/professional/RSF) [60] 
OWN / AGENDA ITEM 1 A unique musical group 
consisting of electric violin, electric cello, and drums. 
While I was expecting something atmospheric like 
Hugo Largo, Own has a much heavier sound that seems 
closer to goth or metal. That isn’t to say they don’t have 
their more elegant moments. Jane Anfinson’s delicate 
vocals fill out the rich strings. Severed Records, P.O. 
Box 50682, Minneapolis, MN 55405 (CD/polished/ 
RSF) 

PROMISED LAND / VOLUME TWO I’m really 
happy to find these continuous DJ mix CDs. More that 
just a simple jungle/trance compilation, the cuts here 
were selected and mixed by Fabio. The second disk of 
this two-CD set is hosted by Cleveland Watkins. The 
selection is trippy and jazzy and on the cutting edge of 
today’s dance music. Featured bands include Fokus, 
Koda, Voyager, and Trace. Dina Coughlan, Mutant 
Sound System, 67 Irving Place S., New York, NY 
10003 (RSF) 

REGURGITATOR/TU-PLANG... Apowerhouseof 
music and ideas. Slightly reminiscent of Rage Against 
the Machine, only Regurgitator is way more clever, 
both musically and lyrically. The songs range from 
thrash to retro pop to global ftink to surf. Thankfully the 
lyrics are included in the hiply designed accompanying 
booklet. It’s a surprising musical experience. Reprise 
Records, 75 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, NY 10019 

(CD/profe ssional/RSF) [61] _ 

RESERVOIR / PINK MACHINE An intriguing al¬ 
bum from an intriguing performer. With only two 
albums under his belt Jud Ehrbar took Reservoir from 
an ambient instrumental outfit a forum for his fractured 
pop songs. Using a 4-track recorder these home record¬ 
ings are filled with warmth and character. Zero Hour 
Records, 14 W. 23 St., New York, NY 10010 (CD/ 

profession al/RSF) [60] _ 

RICKY CANNING / ...STILL A light, enjoyable 
record from the same folks who do D.C Sushi/Inspired 
Lunacy. Touches of Grateful Dead and other ’60s folk- 
rock on his poppy album. The production is bright and 
crisp, offering a rich sound that keeps the vocals in the 
forefront. Inspired Lunacy Records, 333 W. North 
Ave., Suite 344, Chicago, IL 60610 (CD/polished/ 
RSF) 

SASHA & JOHN DIGWEED NORTHERN EXPO¬ 
SURE A continuous-mix CD from the DJ master team 
Sasha and Digweed. Created as a sample of their famed 
Northern Exposure nights, this is just a 78-minute 
snippet of their legendary eight-hour sets. Eleven cuts 
of ambient trip-hop from Apollo 440, William Orbit, 
Future Sounds of London, and others, seamlessly blended 
to keep the vibe going. Ultra Records, 588 Broadway 
#1003, Ne w York, NY 10012 (CD/polished /RSF) 
SNUFF Old-school punk that integrates a touch of ska 
into their expanded musical view. They’ve got lots of 
energy, but the sharp production keeps the vocals and 
harmonies in the forefront. In addition to all their 
original songs, they also do a bunch of traditional songs 
and some cover songs. Particularly disturbing is the 
supped-up version of Burt Bacharach’s “Magic Mo¬ 
ments.” Fat Wreck Records, P.O. Box 193690, San 
Francisco, CA94119-3690 (CD/professiona l/RSF) [59] 
SPIRITUALIZED A fun collection of songs with a 
healthy dose of ’60s psychedelia mixed with modern 
electronic experimentation. There’s some really good 


cuts here but overall it’s a bit uneven. Their trippy stuff 
is really fine, but sometimes I think they are just trying 
too hard. An interesting journey that seems to go in too 
many directions. Arista Records/BMG, 6 West 57th St. 
6th Floor, New York, NY 10019 (CD/profess ional/RSF) 
SUPERETTE / TIGER Noisy, poppy tunes from 
Dave Mulcahy’s latest New Zealand band. These songs 
have a sense of desperation about them—not a depress¬ 
ing desperation, more upbeat and hopeful. And that’s 
precisely what makes these songs so interesting. The 
mood swings between various extremes, but always 
comes out on top. Flying Nun Records USA, P.O. Box 
3470, Chapel Hill, NC 27515-3470 (CD/professional/ 

RSF) [56]_ 

TANG A soulful Bay Area band that takes an upbeat 
approach to their unique blend of funk, hip hop, ska. 
Great upbeat dance tunes that move around enough to 
keep things interesting. Nine guys jam on this stuff, 
playing trumpet, trombone, sax, and everything else. 
Take a Number Recordings, 2124 Kittredge St. Suite 

102, Berke ley, CA 94704 (RSF) _ 

TOENUT / TWO IN THE PINATA An unusual 
record that mixes experimental touches into a poppier 
sound with rich, swirling guitars. It’s certainly an 
enjoyable undertaking—one that tickles the toes as it 
warps the mind. Kathy Keeley, Mute Records, 140 
West 22 St. Suite 10A, New York, NY 10011 (CD/ 

profession al/RSF) _ 

TRIPLE CROWN An enjoyable, hook-filled album 
full of songs that range from bright to dark. Triple 
Crown is a San Francisco-based quartet featuring the 
vocals of Johanna Keith. Touches of jazz, punk, and 
metal, but all of it holds together quite well. Honeybowl 
Records, P.O. Box 11302, Berkeley, CA 94712 (CD/ 

polished/RSF)_ 

TWITCH / AT LAST An unusual band from Detroit 
mixing a bit of Frank Zappa and Weird A1 Yankovic 
into their progressive jazz/rock sound. Twitch is a good 
name for these guys as their songs seem to have a herky- 
jerky feel to them. Sue Summer, Static, 17215 Mack 
Ave., Detr oit, MI 48224 (CD/polished/RSF ) 

V. MAJECTIC What started out as a jazz group has 
evolved into this avant-garde band performing dark, 
moody instrumentals. A bit of early Zappa, touches of 
Velvet Underground noise, the playfulness of Faust’s 
experimentation, and a heavy nod to San Francisco ’60s 
psychedelia. It’s a compelling concoction that unfolds 
as it is played again and again. It’s a great record but 
I’m not sure how to get a copy. V. Majestic, 27 
Providence St. #1, Providence, RI02906 (CD/DTPed/ 
RSF) 

VIOLENT GREEN / FROM CYCLES OF HEAT A 
unique band that seems hard to pinpoint but oftentimes 
sounds familiar. With the help of produce Steve Fisk, 
this trio blends dark ’60s psychedelia with cutting-edge 
trip-hop structures. Like Stereolab, Violent Green puts 
forth an enigmatic front that becomes even more unset¬ 
tling once you start listening to their music. Up Records, 
P.O. Box 21328, Seattle, WA 98111-3328 (CD/profes¬ 
sional/RSF) [61] 
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CATALOGS 
& STUFF 


Some of the more interesting mail-order 
catalogs that we’ve come across and examples 
of what they offer. If you enjoy shopping by 
mail then you’ve come to the right place. 

4- Aesop 4 

The Leather Alternative 

Winter ’96/’97. Occasionally in San Francisco you might find the unexpected 
gift of a leather jacket or a pair of Doc Martins as yet one more friend goes 
vegan. Of course that leaves plenty of vegan feet and bodies unprotected from 
the elements of urban life. I hadn’t heard of these folks before today, but for 
over 10 years they’ve been selling clothing and accessories that offer an 
alternative to leatherwear. In this fancy 22-page catalog they offer a variety 
of shoes that will allow you to fit into a corporate boardroom meeting, a ska 
show, a basketball court, or a mountainous trail, all without compromising 
your vegan beliefs. They also offer the classic styled leather jacket, and a 
variety of belts, wallets, and handbags. Lots of my friends have asked me 
where they might get non-leather footwear. I can now tell 'em about these 
folks. Call for a catalog at (617) 628-8030. Aesop, P.O. Box 315, North 
Cambridge, MA 02140-0003 (22 pages/offset/brochure/professional/RSF) 

♦ Artville -4- 

Royalty-Free Images on CD-ROM 

#2. There’s nothing like clip-art to enhance the look of your zine. Unfortu¬ 
nately quality clip-art is hard to find. With the popularity of desktop publishing 
systems, lots of companies are offering some exciting new artistic creations 
and putting them on CD-ROMs for easy use. Artville is just such a company 
and they’re offering some of the best stuff I’ve seen. Not just silly photos of 
“People at work” or “People at play,” these are brand new illustrations that 
can add flair to anything you do. Each disk is a different theme, all created 
by a different illustrator with a different illustrative style. I don’t know any 
of the people here, but you can tell by the samples that these folks are pros. 
Getting work like this doesn’t come cheap—these disks run $200 and more. 
Get a catalog anyway—I’m sure you’ll be inspired by what you find. They can 
be reached at 1-800-631-7808 Price:free. Artville, 2310 Darwin Rd., 
Madison, WI53704-3108—URL: http://www.artville.com (48 pages/offset/ 
standard/pro fessional/RSF) _ 

+ Audio Forum + 

The Language Source 

’97. This comprehensive catalog includes learning aids for almost 100 
languages. Its real strength lies in its inclusion of such scarce languages as 
Salish, Georgian, Shona, and Khmer. Students of more conventional languag¬ 
es will also appreciate their offerings of foreign-edition Scrabble, video tapes, 
electronic translators, children’s books, musical selections, flashcards, and of 
course, full audio courses for the language of their choice. Price:$2. Audio 
Forum, 96 Broad St., Guilford, CT 06437 (52 pages/offset/standard/CWB) 

The Avalanche 

A huge catalog of comics from every era and genre on Earth—Marvels, DCs, 
Silver Age, Golden Age, underground, and tons of indie comics too. They 
offer stuff to the hard-core collector as well as the fanatical reader, lots of cool 
movie monster publications, a bunch of fanzines, and some vintage paper¬ 
backs too. Best of all, the prices are totally affordable. Simone Parham, 
Joseph Koch Inc., 206 41st St., Brooklyn, NY 11232 (68 pages/bound 
newsprint/tabloid/professional/RSF) 


V IS FOR VICTORY 



Vive la Resistance. 

For FREE stickers send self-addressed stamped envelope to: 
V2, Box911, Stanwood, WA, 98292, U.S.A. 

Fear not. 

Spread the Word. 

For international addressees, please send two postal reply coupons. 
http://www.arts.arizona.edu/te 


Black Virgin Mary Coloring Book 

#13. On the occasion of it’s one year anniversary, Christian Merry produced 
this three-volume overview of Black Virgin Mary and some other works as 
well. If you’ve never seen BVMCB you really should check this one out. 
Christian creates highly detailed line art that’s all ready for you to color. Some 
of them are cute while others verge on perversion. The first volume is mostly 
a compendium of the best pages from the previous issues—lots of detailed 
illustrations and plenty of “EZ Pages” that are much less challenging. The 
second volume is all new stuff and features the “Really EZ Pages”—“Polar 
bear in snow” and “Zebra without stripes. ” As you might guess, they are both 
completely blank. Another surprise is the addition of personal writing, where 
Christian wrote about a trip up to Rhode Island. The third volume, Honey 
Wizard and the Faerie Blackstick is all words, collecting short stories, 
philosophical queries, and song lyrics from Christian’s band Acts Magdalena. 
Checks to Rick Van Benschoten. Loves trading/reviews zines books music/ 
free to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$22 for 12 issues. 
Christian Merry, Black Virgin Mary Coloring Book, 500 East 11th St. #7, 
New York, NY 10009—Email: actsmag@aol.com (xerox/standard/rough/ 
RSF) _ 

Delectus Books 

Erotica - Sexology - Curiosa 

#20. An extensive collection of vintage and recent erotic literature. There’s 
hundreds and hundreds of rare books in this 55-page catalog. I love the section 
devoted to American pulp that features four pages of cover reproduction. All 
you fans of vintage men’s magazines will love the wide variety offered here. 
Unfortunately many of these vintage one-of-a-kind pieces are offered at one- 
of-a-kind prices, but if there’s something special you’re looking for, they 
might just have it. They also offer a number of reprinted classic works that 
they publish themselves. Most noteworthy is The Petticoat Dominant , 
originally published in 1898. Price:$5. Delectus Books, 27 Old Gloucester 
Street, London, WC1N 3XX, U.K. (55 pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) 

Devilcosm 

Satanic, Iconoclastic, & Occult Music 

#3. A more full-fledged zine from this diligent group that distributes music 
that would appeal to practicing Satanists. There ’ s a handful of death metal CDs 
but most of the disks feature classical and modem folk music. It starts off with 
a very interesting essay that propourts to detail true Satanism and how the 
practice of human sacrifice and crime integrates into the religion. I’ve heard 
conflicting opinions about whether human (or animal) sacrifice is still a valid 
component of Satanism, and this essay is certainly an enlightening one. 
There’s plenty more, including a detailed discussion about the nature of music 
and interviews with Christos Beest and Sarote Industries. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines books music. Price:$5. Subs:$16 for 4 issues. Devilcosm Music, 
P.O. Box 173, Madison, IN 47250 (80 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/RSF) 

-4- Dig / Wet Drearns -4- 

Two new card sets from Starhead comix. The first one. Dig was created by 
J.R. Williams to spotlight unusual and noteworthy spoken word recording 
artists. Twelve cards in the set, illustrating stars like Lenny Bruce, Charles 
Bukowski, Captain Beefheart, Copernicus, and Ken Nordine. On the back we 
get a short bio and recommended recordings. Shary Flenniken created Wet 
Dreams to aid in exploring our dreams and unconscious thoughts. She 
illustrated 12 common dreams about water, like swimming to shore or peeing 
in public, and explained what each dream means and what message it offers 
to you. Jim Blanchard helped with production on both sets, so you know it 
looks good. Price:$4.95. Starhead Comix, P.O. Box 30044, Seattle, WA 
98103 (12 pages/offset/3X5/polished/RSF) 

+ Dr. Ducky DooLittle’s Hypnotic Release + 

#2, May ’97. One of the most enjoyable (and enjoy ably condensed) cata-zines 
I’ve seen. Alongside Duck’s unusual erotic publications, is a selection of 
reviews of some very fine zines (most of then dealing with sex of course). The 
highlight is Ducky’s diary of her recent roadtrip up the Pacific Coast. Starting 
out in San Diego, she headed for Tijuana with Rev. A1 Cacophony. Strutting 
around town, the two of them checked out strip clubs and other dens of 
depravity. Then it’s on to the big clown sex party in Los Angeles, a tour of 
the strip clubs of San Francisco, and performances in Eugene. Check out the 
whole wild story right here. Loves trading/reviews zines books comics 
videos/age statement. Price:$l cash. Ducky, P.O. Box 1474, Peter Stuyve- 
sant Station, New York, NY 10009—Email: hotelwin@bway.net—URL: 
http://www. biosys.net/sex (24 pages/brochure/DTPed/RSF) 

♦ EC • Mad & Pre-code Horror ♦ 

Cdmics of the 7950s 

#2, Summer ’97. A wonderful catalog for the serious collector of early Mad 
magazines and EC comics. The folks over at Green Apple Books did a bang- 
up job of putting this all together. I’m particularly impressed with its 
organization and scope—covering such a wide range of works, but covering 
it quite extensively. Besides the EC and Mad stuff, there’s lots of other 
Kurtzman, Wolverton, and even some rare Crumb. There’s over 500 pieces 
represented here, most of them with complete descriptions, and many cover 
reproductions. Of course this isn’t a fanzine, it’s a catalog, which means they 
only include things they have for sale. Unfortunately the prices seem a bit 
high, but for many of the items they explain how they came up with the price 
so you know exactly what you’re getting. Some of the top-dollar items include 















the original art for Mad #21 ($2,500) and a VF+ copy of Zap #1 ($1,000). 
Like many catalogs of this type, it’s just as much a reference as it is a buyer’s 
guide. Price:$2. Ivan Briggs, Green Apple Books, 506 Clement St., San 
Francisco, CA 94118 (44 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

♦ Erotic Screams ♦ 

A catalog of the wicked, twisted & bizarre 

#6. A unique company that caters to fans of SheMales (i.e., chicks with dicks) 
and other unusual variations. Not much here, but it’s fully illustrated with 
extensive descriptions of everything they sell. Their main publication, 
Playthings of Desire is a photobook of SheMales, while they also sell some 
slave publications and lots of graphically explicit erotic comics. No trades/age 
statement. Raging Rhino Productions, P.O. Box 618, Hollywood, FL 33022 
(16 pages/of fset/digest/professional/RSF) _ 

Eschaton 

Summer ’97. Eschaton is a small publishing house specializing in occult 
books. Some are quite excellent, showcasing authors who have very good 
manuscripts with a particular readership in mind. This is not to say that they 
would be uninteresting to a general Pagan reader. Some of the titles worth a 
look are: A Circle of Stones by Erynn Rowan Laurie, Runic States by Kevin 
Steffen, The Spell of Making by Blacksun, and Goetic Evocation by Steve 
Savedow. This is small-press at its best, finding and publishing little gems of 
quality. No trades/reviews books music/submissions wanted. Price:$2.50. 
Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Eschaton Productions, Inc., 60 E. Chestnut, #236, 
Chicago, IL 60611-2012 (20 pages/standard/DTPed/PHP) 

♦ Essential Media + 

Catalog and guide to postmodern, alternative, fringe culture 

#6, Summer ’97. Flipping through this catalog is almost like browsing at my 
own bookshelves and CD racks. Kevin Segall has put together an incredible 
offering of underground media that has grown to be considered essential. He 
covers the huge spectrum of underground culture, but hand picked every 
book, CD, and zine offered in this catalog. What I’m most pleased with seeing 
are all the books and things I thought were impossible to get these days. 
Nothing too rare, just that it’s become so hard to find anything more than six 
months old in our pop culture society. Speaking of hard to find, they even offer 
a selection of signed collectable hardcover books. Schwa, Crumb, Burroughs, 
Spiegelman, Bukowski, Chomsky, Leary—it’s all here. Price:$2. Essential 
Media, P.O. Box 661245, Los Angeles, CA 90066-1245—Email: 
media@cyberjava.com—URL: http://www.essentialmedia.com (35 pages/ 
offset/standa rd/polished/RSF) _ 

Flatland 

A Review of the Suppressed and Secret Evidence 

#14, February ’97. This is the magalog that was the inspiration for some of 
the stuff in the latest drivel from Mel Gibson— Conspiracy Theory. Only the 
information in Flatland is way more accurate. The most fascinating piece in 
this issue is Len Bracken’s dissection of the infamous Torbitt Document: 
Nomenclature of an Assassination Cabal. Like many others, Bracken sees this 
as a piece of finely crafted Soviet disinformation, “...but just as there is 
disinformation in all information, there is information in good disinformation. 
And if the Torbitt Document is disinformation, it’s the best I’ve seen.” Just 
as murky is Joe Blankenship’s relationships with Tom Slick, Wilhelm Reich, 
the U.S. military and the CIA. Plus an interview with Jacques Vallee, 
government harassment of Reich, medical cover-ups and 20 pages of books 
you need. No trades/reviews zines books/prints letters. Price:$5. Subs:$16 
for 4 issues. Jim Martin, Flatland, P.O. Box 2420, Fort Bragg, CA 95437- 
2420—Email: flatland@mcn.org—URL: http://www.flatlandbooks.com(68 
pages/bound newsprint/standard/professional/JP) 

■♦■Get Lit! Smoking Kit + 

M.J. started making these kits by customizing cigarette boxes for her friends 
to carry their cigarettes in. As she continued creating them, the kits got more 
and more elaborate. This one is packed full of stuff. Inside this customized 
box you’ll find customized matches (both book and stick), a magic trick, and 
some rolling papers in case of emergency. It’s well made and a joy to hold. 
It’s a great way of carrying your cigarettes around without having to advertise 
what brand they are. But of course once you break out this pack everyone will 
start asking you about it. Each kit is individually handmade and M.J. will 
customize yours to your preferences. Simply enclose a letter with your order 
listing your favorite colors or any other personal bit of information. Price:$5. 
M.J. Bergner, P.O. Box 18215, San Jose, CA 95158-8215-Email: 
MJBergner@aol.com (handmade/RSF) 

+ High View + 

#10, Summer ’97. Heading off to Amsterdam? Don’t forget your Let’s Go , 
but to get the absolute latest on clubs and coffeeshops, you’ll need to get a copy 
of High View. This big, foldout map of Amsterdam also features articles on 
the club scene, a calendar of upcoming events, useful phone numbers, hostel 
listings, and plenty of ads for the best coffeeshops in town. Price:IRSs???. 
Lunar Productions, Postbus 14, 2000 AA Haarlem, Netherlands—Email: 
mars@xs4al l.nl (2 pages/offset/oversized/professional/RSF) 

-♦-Index Publishing Group Catalog♦ 

1997. Similar to the books from Paladin or Loompanics, the Index Publishing 
Group publishes how-to books that offer many techniques for performing 
tasks that may not be all that legal. Lots of stuff here—everything from illicit 
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radio monitoring techniques to gambling cheats to practical investigation. It’s 
not the largest catalog of its type but a good source for finding just the right 
book. Index Publishing Company, 3368 Governor Dr. #273, San Diego, CA 
92122 (16 p ages/offset/digest/polished/RSF) _ 

♦ Lego Adventure Zone Catalog ♦ 

Summer ’97. I have to confess to yet another secret obsession. A few years 
ago I rediscovered the joys of Lego, and have since been buying up vast 
quantities of these plastic blocks. Actually they’re not so blocky any more. 
The Lego company has completely revamped their product line and intro¬ 
duced a variety of new sets all based around specific themes or designs. 
There’s the deep-sea adventure (I guess for playing with in the bathtub), the 
robotic space aliens, the miniature city sets, and even a “Wild West 
Adventure.” At the high end of the Lego spectrum are the Technic sets for 
“ages 7 and up.” I guess that “up” can include adults in their mid-30s. With 
motors, axles, gears, and pneumatic pistons, these sets are just too cool for 
words. I’m not going to detail everything in this catalog, but get one yourself 
and see what they have to offer. The easiest way of getting a catalog is to call 
‘emat 1-800-453-4652. Price:free. Shop atHome Services, 555 Taylor Road, 
P.O. Box 1310, Enfield, CT 06083 (48 pages/offset/standard/professional/RSF) 
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♦ Not Famous Yet 4" 

A surprisingly clever full length video movie from the publisher of The 
Electrocution Journals and Notes from the Temple of Dominoes. Martin 
Azevedo leads us through the fictional lives of the struggling pop rock 
musicians known as “The Shebang Sisters” and their bizarre rise to stardom. 
Much of the movie is a comment on life accomplishments and artistic success. 
Marty is consumed with making the rock band a giant draw, while his 
girlfriend is so obsessed that she has plotted her rise to stardom on an 
enormous 3D clay model map. Sven, the documentary filmmaker for the 
band, has his heroes in a wall diagram that compares their successes with his 
failures. Orson Welles made Citizen Kane at age 25, while Sven is still 
slogging away on a stupid rock band. Many creative twists in the storytelling 
keep this a lot of fun to watch. One of the best scenes in the movie involves 
a game of strip checkers and a communal carton of noodles. The player who 
captures a piece not only gets to name the clothing to be removed, but also gets 
to eat during the stripping process. The longer it takes to undress, the less food 
there is to share. In another scene, Marty asks a girl for her phone number. 
After she leans close and hums a string of tones in his ear, she says “Well, 
you are a musician aren’t you?” Throughout all this is a series of misadven¬ 
tures in which the band lose their own gig, get blacklisted from the local 
scene, and have inter-band feuds over musical ability and who gets the 
girl. Having once made my own short movie, I can appreciate all the 
work that went into completing this. That it made me laugh and showed real 
imagination is even more remarkable. Price:$15. Martin Azevedo, P.O. Box 
590104, San Francisco, CA 94159-0104—Email: shebang@netcom.com 
(CWB) _ 

Roundup 

The Roots of Rea! Music Since 1970 

#13, Spring, 1997. More than just a catalog, this is a magazine on Rounder 
groups and releases. Full track listings for each orderable release and many 
press quotes are included. The layout is magazine format, not just a list of titles 
available. In this one, a look into the career of Alison Krauss & Union Station. 
A good look into one of the most intelligent record labels around. Price: free?. 
Subs:$5 for 6 issues. The Rounder Records Group, One Camp Street, 
Cambridge, MA 02140—Email: info@rounder.com (28 pages/standard/ 
polished/TOM) 

♦ Sales Guides, lnc.+ 

Amercia's best source for custom imprinted products 

Fall ’96. Ever wanted your zine logo printed on a pen, mug, T-shirt, or cap. 
Well, these are the guys to call. They’ve got that and plenty more. So much 
cool stuff that even I'm tempted to give ‘em a call. (That is once I design a 
cool logo for FactsheetFive.) In looking through this catalog a few ideas come 
to mind. How about a Beer Frame beer mug? A 2600 prepaid phone card? 
A Cometbus duffel bag? An Out West roll-up road atlas? A Biker Pride 
emergency tool kit? A Green financial calculator? And of course the classic 
jiffy letter opener embossed with the FactsheetFive seal of approval. If you’re 
gonna do a zine, you might as well have fun with it. Call ‘emup at 1-800-352- 
9899. Price:$2. Sales Guides, Inc., 4937 Otter Lake Road, St. Paul, MN 
55110-9803 (52 pages/offset/standard/professional/RSF) 

4-Small Publishers Co-op-4 

Zine and Comic Catalog 

Summer ’97. By now you’ve probably heard of the Small Publishers Co-op. 
Scott Maclntire helps independent publishers print their publications without 
loosing their shirt. By ganging press runs of different publications together the 
printing costs are reduced and the savings are passed along to the individual 
publishers. As a service to the members of the co-op, Scott put together this 
comic and zine catalog. He invited publishers to create small ads for their 
publication and then assembled them all and printed ‘em up as this 16-page 
catalog. It’s just simple collection of ads, like the kind you might find in 
FactsheetFive , for such publications as The Dagger, A Punk Kid Walks into 
A Bar, and New Moon Rising. It makes a nice compliment to FactsheetFive 
as well as a good resource. Price:50C. Scott Maclntire, Small Publishers Co- 
Op, 2579 Clematis St., Sarasota, FL 34239—Email: spcoop@netline.net— 
URL: http://www.netline.net/~spcoop (16 pages/bound newsprint/standard/ 
polished/RSF) 

Space & Time 

Like the zine underground, there’s a similar network of people who produce, 
record, and trade tapes of prank phone calls. John Trubee has been producing 
his prank call tapes for over 20 years and has turned his obsessing into a little 
business. This catalog lists all the tapes that Trubee has made, in addition to 
the work of many other pranksters. Along with Trubee and the Jerky Boys, 
the Fightsters have also produce uncountable hours of material over the years. 
Available here are 22 volumes of their stuff, although each volume is not 
individually described. Many of the other tapes are described in tempting 
detail. How can you pass up a collection of late-night cell phone calls recorded 
on weekend nights in Dallas, or the crafty fellow who picked up a ringing 
public phone and found the Sears collection department on the other end? He 
also sells a variety of other unusual recording from one side of the spectrum 
to the other. Price:a stamp???. John Trubee, Space & Time World Enterpris¬ 
es, P.O. Box 4921, Santa Rosa, CA 95402—URL: http://www.rlabs.com/ 
spacetime/ (6 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 


























Victory Megazine + 

#1. A huge magalog of everything Victory Records currently has available. 
T-shirts, posters, buttons, patches, videos, and of course tons of punk rock 
records. The cover design is great—it looks just like a cover to Thrasher. Lots 
of interviews too. Super short interviews with John Joseph, Hatebreed, and 
of course lots of Victory bands. Future issues are expected to include reviews 
of all sorts of stuff, giving the scene full support. No trades/reviews zines 
music. Victory Records, 1837 W. Fulton St., Chicago, IL 60612—Email: 
vicpress@ao l.com (loose newsprint/standard/professional/RSF ) 

♦ What a Load of Rubbish ♦ 

#16, 1997. Ron Griffiths, publisher of The British Postcard Collectors also 
puts together this fascinating catalog of old postcards, posters, autographs, 
art, magazines, antiquarian books, and assorted ephemera. It’s absolutely 
fascinating—highly recommended to the obsessive collector or packrat. This 
catalog would have strong appeal to people herein The States as an excellent 
way of obtaining older British printed ephemera. Price:$2 cash. Ron 
Griffiths, 47 Long Arrotts, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, HP1 3EX, 
U.K. (24 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/RSF) 


OTHER CATALOGS 


ANNOYING CONVIENCE CARDS In a similar size and construction to standard 
business/calling cards, Mark Van Slyke created these annoyance cards printed with 
phrases like “Please don’t make me humiliate you” and “It’s not your fault I failed 
to become aroused.” They sorta remind me of something in a Johnson Smith catalog 
in the ’70s. Price:$2. Mark Van Slyke,,67 Henry St. #1, San Francisco, CA 9 4114 (RSF) 
BLACK PLANET Spring ’97. A comprehensive collection of radical/fringe books 
stemming from a radical and anarchist tradition. An excellent source for books by 
Kropotkin and Chomsky, but they also carry less political books from Re/Search, 
Feral House, Loompanics, and Autonomedia. This catalog is like the polar opposite 
of B. Dalton. Price:$2. Black Planet, 2 W. Read St. Suite 140, Baltimore, MD 21201 

(44/standa rd/DTPed/RSF) [57] _ 

BOY TOY BY MAIL All your Madonna needs and desires can be satiated with the 
goodies offered in this bright, colorful catalog. Icon , the official Madonna fan club 
is offers everything under the sun—T-shirts, posters, sheet music, videos, and 
records from all over the world. Official Madonna Fan Club, 8491 Sunset Blvd. 
#485, West Hollywood, CA 90069 (standard/professional/RSF) 

CATALOGUE OF PRODUCTS FOR SEXUAL LIVING 1997-1998. While the 
State fights back against sexuality and free expression, Brenda (EIDOS) Loew 
pushes forward with this mail-order catalog of books and sex toys. I’m surprised (and 
impressed) that she’s decided to sell a variety of hemp products as well, like hemp 
soap, hemp jewelry, and even hemp cookies. Lots of EIDOS back issues too. 
Price:$2. E IDOS Magazine, P.O. Box 96, Boston, MA 02137 (16/digest/pol ished/RSF) 
THE HERB SHOP Winter ’96/’97. A comprehensive catalog of Chinese and 
western herbal therapies. They sell single-herb capsules, natural vitamins, and multi¬ 
herb formulas for a variety of ailments. Overall it’s a very useful catalog for anyone 
interested in homeopathic or herbal therapies. Price:ffee. The Herb Shop of Woodstock, 
10010 Hw y 92 Dept. F5, Woodstock, GA 30188 (16/standard/DTPed/R SF) [60] 
HEROES FOR TODAY #3, Summer ’97. A greatly expanded listing of perzines, 
music fanzines, and comics from the prolific Seth Bogard. Seth has published so 
many zines that he outgrew his limited distribution channels and started up this mail¬ 
order zine distro. He’s of course offering his own zines, but he’s also selling stuff like 
King-Cat, Sisyphean Garbage, Scaredy-Cat Stalker, Suburbia, and Dulceria. 
Price: 1 stamp. Subs:$l for 3. Seth Bogard, 2007 E. 3rd St., Tucson, AZ 85719. 

Loves trad ing. (4/half-legal/rough/RSF) [60] _ 

ILLUMINET BOOK CATALOG Winter ’97. Illuminet press is the leader in books 
on conspiracies and fringe phenomenon. They’ve got lots of new books from 
Jonathan Vankin, Kenn Thomas, Jim Keith, and a reprint from Gray Barker. Price:2 
stamps. Ron Bonds, IllumiNet Press, P.O. Box 2808, Lilburn, GA 30048 (40/ 

standard/p olished/RSF) [56] _ 

LEFT BANK DISTRIBUTION CATALOG 1997. This is the complete catalog for 
Left Bank Books, listing a huge variety of politically oriented books, zines, 
magazines, and other sundry printed matter. So much stuff here, all with descriptions 
intriguing enough so you can just sit down and read this catalog, just like an issue of 
Factsheet Five. Price:free/donation. Left Bank Distribution, 1404 18th Ave., 

Seattle, W A 98122-4126 (88/standard/polished/RSF) [54] _ 

LUMPY GROOVY #4. A very comprehensive catalog for all the cool stuff from 
Australia’s Polyester Books. Great categories like “Samizdat,” “Techno,” “Sine- 
ma,” “Musick,” “Sexxx,” and “Drurgs.” Mostly books, with only a smattering of 
zines, but it’s one of the best guides to underground books I’ve seen. Price:2 IRCs. 
Polyester Books & Records, P.O. Box 73, Fitzroy, VIC 3065, Australia (40/digest/ 

polished/R SF) [55] _ 

THE MOOSLETTER’S COW-BUYING GUIDE #6, 1997. From the publisher of 
the MOOsletter comes this comprehensive resource guide to everything cow 
related. They don’t sell anything here, it’s just 36 pages stuffed full with over 500 
listings for people that sell cow-oriented merchandise. Price:$5. Cowtree Collector, 
240 Wahl Ave., Evans City, PA 16033 (40/digest/rough/RSF) [60] 

NEW RED ARCHIVES 1997. One of the better indie music catalogs, New Red 
Archives sells lots of cool punkrock and their catalog features more than just album 
covers and prices. There are also articles about their bands, the joys of running a 
record label, political rants, zine reviews, and even a crossword puzzle. Chick, New 
Red Archiv es, P.O. Box 210501, San Francisco, CA 94121 (32/digest/polish ed/RSF) 
PENNY’S DREADFUL CATALOG A small catalog of all the available back issues 
of Penny Dreadful Review, the chapbooks from Penny Dreadful Press, and a 
collection of work from C. Ra McGuirt. They’ve published quite a bit of stuff over 
the past four years. They even have a bunch of best-of issues available for $5. Price:3 
stamps. C. Ra McGuirt, Penny Dreadful Review, 4210 Park Avenue, Nashville, TN 
37209 (digest/DTPed/RSF) [54] 


THE RACCOON TAPES CATALOG August ’97. A collection of unusual tapes 
offered for sale or trade, from this devoted Negativland fan. Not surprisingly, this list 
features plenty of Negativland/Over the Edge productions. Other highlights include 
rare stuff from Bonzo Dog Band, Insect Surfers, Flo & Eddie, and his own, intriguing 
tapes of mixed weirdness. He even has a small smatter of videos. Bob Nelson, 75 
Hale St., Apt. 1, Beverly, MA 01915 (3/standard/rough/RSF) [61] 

RAYLER’S ROPE-THROUGH-THE-HEAD TRICK April ’97.1 couldn’t figure 
this one out when I first opened it up. Here was a tiny four-page zine and some bits 
of rope. Actually, it’s the makings of a magic trick. A simple, hand made, 
SubGenius, magic trick. It took me a while to figure it out, but if you just follow the 
instructions you can fool your friends into thinking there’s a rope going through your 
head. Price:$3. L.J. Lee, P.O. Box 15445, Rio Ranco, NM 87174. Loves trading. 

(4/digest/r ough/RSF) _ 

RIP OFF PRESS MAIL-ORDER CATALOG 1997. A thick catalog offering tons 
of comics, both new and classic—it’s really nice to find reprints of Mr. Natural #1 
alongside Hate and Murder Can Be Fun. Rip Off Press has been around since 1969 
and since that time they’ve developed into quite the comic publisher and distributor. 
They are without a doubt the source for underground comix. Rip Off Press, P.O. Box 

4686, Aub urn, CA 95604 (58/standard/professional/RSF) _ 

SAY NO TO DECEPTIVE ALIEN ENTITIES By now you’ve noticed those red & 
black stickers of alien heads with the circle-slash through it. They’re the work of 
Washington’s V2. If you’re interested in finding out their meaning and significance, 
send an SASE to receive this info pack. Inside you’ll get a set of ads, informative 
articles, discussions about the UFO phenomenon, and enough anti-alien stickers to 
keep you busy for a while. Price:SASE. V2/STW, P.O. Box 911, Stanwood, WA 

98292 (RS F) [61] _ 

SIGHTINGS Germaine is an artist who turns found photographs into color picture 
postcards. On the back of each postcard she prints the date and location where the 
photo was found along with any identifying markings. Many of these photos were 
damaged—they were found in the street, remember. A unique undertaking that 
explores the photographic experience from a whole new perspective. Price:$l. 
Subs:$5 for 6. Germaine Koh, Box 20032, Ottawa, ON KIN 9N5, Canada (03X5/ 

profession al/RSF) [57] _ 

SOUTH END PRESS CATALOG Spring ’97. For over 20 years South End Press 
has been publishing vital books on political thinking. They offer books on class 
politics, ecology, militarism, activism, and more. Newer books include Black 
Liberation in Conservative America, Blast Timor’s Unfinished Struggle, Earth for 
Sale, and Democracy Unbound. South End Press, 116 St. Botolph St., Boston, MA 

02115 (46/ brochure/professional/RSF) _ 

XINES #10. Unlike other distributors that carry zines as a sideline, Desert Moon’s 
main emphasis is on zines and independent magazines. This catalog features tons of 
publications all available directly from them. The reviews are nicely written and you 
can get them all from their web site. Price:$4. Desert Moon Periodicals, 1226-ACalle 
de Comercio, Santa Fe, NM 87505 (64/standard/professional/RSF) [57] 
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People write about what intereststhem. These 
zines cover it all—be it straight, bent or 
otherwise. Most require an age statement, 
with 21 preferred for the more “extreme” 
flavors. You’re not going to find Playboy here 
but instead a myriad of variations. 


Aphrodite Gone Berserk 

A Journal of Erotic Art 

ti 2, 1997. The best title in sex zinedom. This is the “public exposure” issue, 
featuring short stories, a poem, and a confession. All of them are very hot. 
My favorite is “The Blowjob Queen,” by Myhola Dementiuh, a tale of a 
woman shared by inseparable friends—a menage-a-trois with a twist. I think 
the reason I’m drawn to this zine is that it’s not kinky in a leather or gender 
bending way, but has a hetero position that is none to firm. They’re willing 
to stretch the limits of middle-American sex in a middle-American sort of 
way. That’s an art in and of itself. No trades/reviews zines books videos/age 
statement/submissions wanted. Price:$7. Subs:$12 for 2 issues. C. Esposito, 
233 Guyon Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10306 (48 pages/standard/ polished/JH) 

Batteries Not Included 

Vol. 4, til, July ’97. Always a fabulous read, Richard Freeman invites a rag¬ 
tag group of writers to write about sex wherever they find it—be it with a lover, 
in a magazine, or with a porno video. The main feature here is Richard’s 
overview of male sexuality and how it manifests itself in porno movies. 
Richard, Larry Oberc, Michael Lano (of Wrestling Wreality), Vern Frazer, 
and Lance Drake, all discuss what they like about porn and what turns them 
on. Nothing too surprising (since I’m a man and I already know what I like) 
but this will certain prove to be an enlightening read for a woman. Lots more, 
including Richard’s extensive John Holms filmography. Price:$3. Richard 
Freeman, 130 W. Limestone St., Yellow Springs, OH 45387—Email: 
bni@aol.com (12 pages/xerox/standard/rough/12 times a year/RSF) 
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♦ Big Boob Bondage ♦ 

til , January ’97. Each page is a different illustration of bra busting babes 
(when they’re wearing one, and usually they’re not) in bondage. I doubt even 
the nipples of these women would fit inside a bra—especially with the rope 
that accompanies most of the action. A note accompanying the zine states that 
the drawings were done by a sixty-year-old science fiction illustrator. The 
current work was yanked from him as he was pulled kicking and screaming 
from the closet. This is hot stuff and clearly the work of someone with a real 
penchant for the bound and gagged. I’ve never seen nipples drawn with such 
care and intensity. No trades/age statement. Price:$2.95. Joeming W. Dunn, 
Antarctic Press, 7272 Wurzbach, Suite #204, San Antonio, TX 78240 (40 
pages/offset /standard/polished/JH) _ 

Black Sheets 

Kinky - Queer - Intelligent - Irreverent 

till . This issue covers one of my favorite subjects, bad sex. No, I don’t like 
having bad sex—no one does. I just think that tales of bad sex are often more 
realistic than the laughable fantasies you usually find in mainstream porn— 
and besides, tales of bad sex makes your own sex life seem that much more 
exciting. Bill told us a tale of unsuccessful cruising at the notorious rest stop 
on Highway 280; Mata deCoco describes the many unusual things that got lost 
in her pussy over the years; and M. Christian recalls a very strange night with 
a hyperactive lesbian. Price:$6. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. Bill Brent, Black 
Books, P.O. Box 31155, San Francisco, CA 94131-0155—Email: 
BlackB@queernet.org—URL: http://www.queernet.org/BlackBooks/ (51 
pages/offset/standard/polished/RSF) 


Sexual 

Products 

The Xandria Collection 


Dept. F62,165 Valley Drive, Brisbane, CA 94005-1340 

A 40-page Catalogue of Sexual Products: 

Vibrators, Dildos, Masturbators, Leather, 
Latex, Cock Rings, Anal Toys, Erotic Books, 
Penis Pumps, and Other Sex Toys! 

To get your copy, send $4.00 (check or money order) 
to address above with a required signature stating 
that you are over 21 years of age. 


♦ Blue No. 2 + 

til . Jeffrey is obsessed by the color blue and number 2. As in what one does 
in their pants when there is no relief in sight. “Iam certainly going to put my 
culture on the line here,” Jeffrey writes. “This zine partakes in the genre 
known as personal zines, in which people expound upon their lives in 
gratuitous detail, from achingly honest confessions to absurdly mundane 
observations.” No mundane observations here, rather childhood memories 
that I pray his mother doesn’t get wind of. No trades/age statement. Jeffrey 
Beaumont, P.O. Box 20876, Tompkins Square Station, New York, NY 
10009 (24 p ages/xerox/digest/DTPed/JH) _ 

♦ Carnel knowledge ♦ 

Your window on a sex society 

til, Sept/Oct ’97. Editor Nick Tangborn starts off by stating that his new zine 
is “dedicated to the curious.” Curious heterosexuals that is. “We believe that 
heterosexual people are curious about the activities and lifestyles of lesbians, 
gays, bisexual people, transgendered people, and vice versa.” There are 
several features in here of particular interest. One is on San Francisco 
filmmaker Sarah Jacobson and her new film Mary Jane’s Not a Virgin 
Anymore. The real thrill forme was an article on the Oneida Community, a 
19th century “free-love” utopian community. Other articles feature autosex¬ 
uality and Michelle Handelman, a writer and pom star. Lots of print, video, 
and audio reviews round out this encouraging first issue. No trades/reviews 
videos/age statement. Price:$4.95. Subs:$24.95 for 6 issues. Nick Tangborn, 
Totentanz Publications, 573 Mission Street, 3rd Floor, San Francisco, CA 
94105—Email: estro@sirius.com (56 pages/offset/standard/polished/JH) 

Celebrate The Self 

The Newsletter for the Solo Sex Enthusiast 

Vol. 5, #4, July/Aug. ’97. A well-produced reader-driven zine that deals with 
the pleasures of mail masturbation. Often a lonely pursuit, it’s encouraging 
that so many are willing to share their most secret solitary pleasures. You’ll 
find a lot of variance ranging from the reader who sticks nails up his urethra 
to “waggling. ” As Walt Whitman stated, “I celebrate myself, and sing myself/ 
and what I assume you shall assume.” Assume nothing—discovery is all. No 
trades/reviews zines books videos/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$3.50. Subs:$19.95 for 6 issues. Robert Bahr, Factor Press, P.O. Box 
8888, Mobil e, AL 36689 (36 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/JH ) 

♦ Cherotic (r)evolutionary ♦ 

A Zine of All Possibilities 

Vol. 1, til, 1997. Editor Frank Moore is one of the mainstays of edge sex, 
but he is as much philosopher as sex maniac (uh, that’s a compliment). His 
published works always include some of the best writers and artists engaged 
in the field. But the standout article in this issue is an essay by Moore himself, 
“Mainstream Avant-Garde?” which takes Franklin Furnace founder Martha 
Wilson to task for passing off the avant-garde as entertainment in her evening 
of “alternative comedy.” Moore raises real questions here, and shows that 
even such bright counter-culture stars as Karen Finley are often compromised 
by the system when they function within it. Throughout the issue, you’ll find 
uncompromised opinions and attitudes of all types, making this zine one of the 
underground’s most important publications. Selective trades/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$5. Frank Moore, Inter-Relations, P.O. Box 
11445, Berkeley, CA 94712—Email: fmoore@lanminds.com—URL: http:/ 
/www.eropl ay.com/ (30 pages/offset/standard/polished/JH) 

Civis Eratica 

#3, April ’97. A much more varied and developed issue of Civis Eratica 
(mistakenly called Civis Erotica in the last issue). It’s now a collection of 
essays, reviews, and more hyper-furries-like erotic cartoons. In the second 
issue he illustrated a series on super-evolved erotic “pillow” creature that are 
like “floating potatoes that can grow tentacles anywhere across its surface.” 
These creatures grab a hold of the female, has sex with her, and then feeds 
off her psychic energy. The third issue has several, multi-page stories that 
involve a whole new slew of sex-obsessed creatures. There’s the space 
colonizing lizard creatures, Lori the hermaphrodite, and forest trees that rape 
female passer-bys. Pushing the envelope even further, Ed reprinted four 
photos from Uncommon Desires. He also reviewed a number of videos that 
feature real images of death—some of which he might be helping with 
distribution. Selective trades/reviews zines comics videos/age statement/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. Ed 
Mason, 112 East 43 St., Apt. 2W, Kansas City, MO 64111—Email: 
anamorf6@ aol.com (54 pages/xerox/half-legal/raw/RSF) 

Damsels in Distress 

til, August 1997. After reviewing so many hardcore sex zines, it’s always 
refreshing to come across Greg’s rare ability to mix innocence and bondage. 
Greg specializes in locating softcore B/D scenes on the big and small screen. 
In this issue he offers up a gagged Linda Carter from the made-for-TV-movie 
A Prayer in the Dark, and newcomer Renee O’Conner from Xena: Warrior 
Princess. But Greg is discovering there’s a wide world out there, full of allied 
interests. Greg writes about Japanese B/D videos and the adult films of Ona 
Zee. I hate seeing the guy get corrupted like this. There’s plenty of hardcore 
stuff out there, and this is one of the few refuges for a softer, gentler bondage 
enthusiast. No trades/reviews comics videos/age statement/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$4. Greg Puryear, D.I.D., P.O. Box 51072, 
Charlotte, NC 28227 (20 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/JH) 























♦ De Sade4 

Are You Perverted Enough? 

#2, Winter ’97. Some interesting things in here, especially “Tales of a 
Ticklish ‘Sicko’” written by Toni. The woman’s perspective is especially 
revealing in how she goes about seducing her lovers into her servicing her. 
“Underfood” is also written by a female discussing foot worship. If that 
doesn’t wet your whistle, there are features on a performance artwork with 
clothespins, and a list of ten do’s and don’ts for the dom male. Uncompro¬ 
mising writing and photos put this zine right up there with the best of them. 
Selective trades/age statement/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Vanilla H. 
Christ, Purging Talon Publishing, P.O. Box 1394, Burlington, VT 05402 (30 
pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/JH) 

+ Down Loader 4 

Vol. 1, #2, 1997. Here’s a good idea—download your favorite erotic pics 
from the Internet and compile them into a zine. Most of the chosen photos are 
pretty predictable—facial cum shots, a beer can stuffed in..., well, fairly 
predictable. OK, make that unpredictable—an amputee and a fish about to 
penetrate a spawning ground no fish has spawned before. The editor has his 
own line of erotic comix, and he shares some of his source material with us 
in this tribute to the creative imagination. The reproductions are done very 
well. God, I love a digital society. No trades/age statement/submissions 
wanted. Price:$3. King Velveeda, sl573 N. Milwaukee Ave., #488, Chica¬ 
go, IL 60622—URL: mailto:Kinchee@AOL.com (40 pages/digest/JH) 

♦ Dr. Ducky DooLittle Presents 4- 

Auto 

Another mini from Dr. Ducky. This one was created for the occasion of 
Ducky’s visit to Los Angeles. After being informed that she needed an 
automobile in Los Angles, she decided to create this pamphlet for all the LA 
drivers who are stuck in traffic. It’s a simple glossary of terms that relate to 
self stimulation and pleasure. We all know by now what autofellatio is, but 
have you ever heard of autocunnilingus or autoflagellation. Or how about 
autonecrophilia, “the seeking of sexual satisfaction by imagining oneself to be 
a corpse.” No trades/age statement. Price:$l. D. Shurb, Night & Day 
Productions, P.O. Box 1474, Peter Stuyvesant Station, New York, NY 
10009—Email: hotelwin@bway.net (xerox/mini/DTPed/RSF) 

-4 Evil Satanist Bitches 4 

#1, Winter ’96. “We’re a forum for female Satanists and feel such a 
publication is long overdue!” There’s a bit of male bashing here but, “It’s 
because 90% of the ones we encounter are quite honestly DICKHEADS! ” My 
favorite part is the controversy of big dicks or little ones, with Sherry arguing 
that every guy she knows with a big one has trouble keeping it up, and Princess 
Pain, who claims that more is more. This is the Getting What You Want issue, 
and there are plenty on tips for the uninitiated. No trades/reviews zines books 
comics videos/age statement/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$l. 
RavenDarkchile, P.O. Box2001, Valrico, FL33595 (28 pages/xerox/digest/ 
rough/JH) _ 

Fist Fucked 

#2, Winter ’97. Short, sometimes snarling essays on sexuality and birthing. 
Heidi writes about wanting more out of sex than just the routine. She wants 
a guy who will learn how to please her for once instead of getting his rocks 
off and then going to bed. Then she refutes the oft-heard “Smells like fish, 
tastes like chicken, looks like a taco” gag, by turning the tables on men. Why 
do guys think that their spunk is a yummy treat or that gagging on some guy’s 
dick is sexy? Lots of stuff here on pregnancy as well with some contributions 
coming in from other women. Loves trading. Price:$l. Heidi Riches, P.O. 
Box 34, Listowel, ON N4W 3H2, Canada (22 pages/xerox/digest/raw/C WB) 

Grrl 

#5, August ’97. Last issue Bonnie tackled the world of puppetry with 
extraordinary zeal. This time she’s put together a remarkable collection of 
gender bending. Bonnie wrote and gathered 130 pages about drag queens, 
transvestites, and transsexuals. It’s mostly quite playful and fun, but not 
without a few serious things to say about sexuality and gender. One of my 
favorite pieces was the brief discussion about femininity and drag queens from 
a woman’s point of view. Anna says that because being female is an everyday 
activity for her and that she has no choice in it, she often doesn’t feel like going 
to the same lengths that transvestites do. Twenty pages are devoted to TV/TS 
movies that include 1929’s Splinters (about WWI soldiers who fight in drag). 
Bugs Bunny’s Rabbit of Seville, all the Divine movies, even Bing Crosby as 
a crossdresser. Then we get an original interview with Grae Phillips, book 
reviews, online sites, and a wonderful trans coloring book about a trip to the 
hospital. It’s not likely that you’ll ever see a more resourceful transvestite 
zine, so don’t miss out on this one. Loves trading/reviews zines URLs/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$12 for 10 issues. Bonnie Burton, 425 
Broadway, Redwood City, CA 94063—Email: bonnie@grrl.com—URL: 
http://www.grrl.com/zine.html (130 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

Hair to Stay 

World's ONL Y Magazine for Lovers of Natural, Hairy Women 

#10, Summer ’97. Pam Winter’s zine has progressed from fuzzy black and 
white photos tq full color, hefty at 67 pages, and featuring more and more 
models. Her reader’s often wax enthusiastic over their discovery of the zine, 
eliciting such comments as, “I truly see your magazine as a service to 


mankind.” In a world that worships the razor (especially prevalent in most 
recent porn videos—what is it with this newfangled strip of public hair?). Hair 
to Stay offers respite from the norm. Whether they are merely unshaven or 
truly hirsute, Pam’s girls offer a haven for those with a love of hair. But what 
is it with these cover shots of women raising their arms? Even for a guy who 
personally likes hairy armpits, it’s a little over the top. No trades/reviews 
zines videos/age statement/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$10 +$2 
postage. Subs:$40 for 4 issues. Pam Winter, Winter Publishing, P.O. Box 
80667, South Dartmouth, MA 02748—Email: pam@hairtostay.com—URL: 
http://hairtostay.com (67 pages/offset/standard/professional/JH) 

Headpress 

The Journal of Sex - Religion - Death 

#14, April ’97. Covering the outer reaches of human experience, Headpress 
is the self-proclaimed journal of sex, religion, and death. This issue, like many 
before it, seems to focus primarily on sex (especially the more bizarre 
manifestations of it). The most compelling piece here is the report on the 
“world’s biggest gang bang,” where porn star Jasmine St. Clare invited about 
100 men to fuck her repeatedly until she reached some sort of world record. 
Not a very pleasant scenario, but those who missed out on the fun could 
probably rent the tape from a more well-stocked video emporium. Other 
highlights include the interviews with Mr. Lifto (from the Jim Rose Sideshow 
Circus), Romain Slocombe (creator of the “broken dolls” photographs), and 
porn legend Nina Hartley. A unique publication that makes an appropriate 
companion to Randall Phillip’s Fuck. No trades/reviews zines books comics 
videos music/age statement/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$10. 
Subs: $40 for 4 issues. Headpress, 40 Rossall Avenue, Radcliffe, Manchester, 
M26 1JD, U.K. (100 pages/perfect-bound/professional/RSF) 

The Lady O Society Newsletter 

#15, July ’97. A zine from England that acts as a meeting place for submissive 
ladies and their masters. There are plenty of ads from men, women, and 
couples seeking both social engagements and fantasy fulfillment. The zine also 
sponsors and supports events in Britain, usually around London. Longer 
letters are sometimes printed and make for interesting reading. Even the 
contact ads are revealing. In fact, I find this zine to be very engaging despite 
being primarily composed of ads from members. Run by a woman, who is 
sensitive and protective of her readership, there is always advice to those new 
to the organization. A special Advertisement Section listing zines, videos, 
books, and clubs accompanies the zine. No trades/age statement/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$40 for 4 issues. Deborah Ryder, Ryder 
Publishing, BCM/3406, London, WC1N 3XX, U.K. (12 pages/xerox/euro- 
standard/rough/JH) 


coo) sox stuff 
for eool psopfs 
who have ssx 



B I o w f i s h 


http://www.blowfish.com/ 

for a copy our paper catalog, send $3 ($5 outside the US) to 

Blowfish 
attn: e.p. 

2261 Market St #284 
San Francisco CA 94114 
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Libido 

The Journal of Sex and Sensibility 

Vol. 9, #2,' Spring ’97. Want to take a peek into the underground sex 
establishment? Take a dive into this. You’ve got a letter to the editor from 
Annie Sprinkle, a review of Cecilia Tan’s latest comings and goings, and a 
photo from noted photographer Charles Gatewood. Still, the established order 
of anything, including sex zinedom, leaves me cold. And that’s especially bad 
when the subject is sex. It isn’t that there isn’t enough kink. There is. It isn’t 
that there aren’t some informative articles. They’re here too. It just feels too 
clinical. This will do great on the newsstand. I prefer my sex in the mud. No 
trades/reviews zines videos/age statement. Price:$8. Subs:$30 for 4 issues. 
Libido, P.O. Box 146721, Chicago, IL 60614—Email: rune@mcs.com— 
URL: http://www.indra.com/libido (88 pages/perfect-bound/joumal/pro- 
fessional/JH)_ 

Loving More 

New Models for Relationships 

#10, 1997. This zine is on a mission “to support, explore, and enhance the 
many beautiful forms which families and loving relationships can take.” 
Towards this end, they air for a time when there is a “shift from enforced 
monogamy and isolated families to polyamory and intentional families or 
tribes...” You’ll find first-person accounts, a review of the recent publication 
Three in Love , web sites, a calendar of events, and much more. It’s a little too 
New Agey for my tastes, as I can’t help remembering that many of these same 
issues were debated back in the mid 19th century during the heyday of the 
Oneida Community in Upstate New York. But this is an excellent resource 
for those already in or seeking to find a new loving lifestyle. Selective trades/ 
reviews books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$6. Subs:$24 for 4 
issues. Ryam Nearing, P.E.P. Publishing, P.O. Box 4358, Boulder, CO 
80306—Email: ryam@lovemore.com—URL: http://www.lovemore.com (40 
pages/offset /standard/professional/JH) _ 

Masquerade Erotic Newsletter 

Vol. 6, #3, May/June ’97. Masquarade publishes a long line of books dealing 
with many facets of the erotic. Their newsletter highlights recently published 
works and subjects of interest to their readership. The current issue features 
an interview with pioneering publisher Barney Rosset, founder of Grove 
Press. There’s also an article on Betty Page. Portfolios of photographs by 
Trevor Watson and Michele Serchuk are also included. Book illustrations 
from the thirties and Tomi Ungerer’s from the seventies are also included. I 
found this issue more interesting than some previous ones, which only 
contained excerpts from the Masquerade Book line. Loves trading/reviews 
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Porn Star Trading Cards 


Jenna Jameson' 

Ginger Lynn * 

Victoria Paris * 

Asia Carrera * 

Racquet Darrian * 

FREE SAMPLES! 



•Nikki Dial 
‘ Ashlyn Gere 

* Kylie Ireland 

* Savannah 

* Nina Hartley 

* Teri Weigel 


Our high-end trading cards have been featured in Spin, 
Chic, Entertainment Weekly, Hustler, Sports Collectors 
Digest, etc. For FREE SAMPLE CARDS, and complete 
ordering info, send a long S.A.S.E. to: Decisive Marketing, 
Order Dept, P.O. Box 571625, Tarzana, CA 91357. 

Must be 18 - include signed age statement. 


zines books videos/age statement/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5 
$5. Subs:$30 for 6 issues. Richard Kasak, Masquerade Books, Inc., 801 2nd 
Ave., New York, NY 10017 (31 pages/offset/standard/profess ional/JH) 

Messy News 

"A Dirty Job, But..." 

#18, April ’97. Now here’s a real specialty item for you. Messy News has 
spent the past six years catering to men and women “devoted to lovers of wet 
and messy erotica.” We’re talking pies, clay pits, vanilla pudding, showers, 
latex, waffle syrup—the gooier the better. The zine offers news and notes of 
the editor’s and community’s gossip and events, but the majority of the zine 
is given over to video reviews, both of the editor’s work and his compatriots. 
Most of the action is soft-core, either with a single woman or several inaction. 
This is either hilarious, sick, or of interest, depending on your point of view. 
But there is a definite sense of community being developed along these lines. 
No trades/reviews videos/age statement/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:free. Subs:$10 for 6 issues. Messy Fun, P.O. Box 181030, Austin, TX 
78718-1030—Email: Rob@MessyFun.com—URL: http://www. 
MessyFun.c om (JH) _ 

♦ New York Leather/SM> 

Events and Resources of the NY Metro Area 

Vol. 1, #2, July/August 199. A newsletter passed out free in metropolitan 
scene venues for those seeking community and contacts in the leather and S/ 
M world. These folks got it together. Big event of the season was the Summer 
Black and Blue Ball out in the Hamptons. Not to be outdone, the Upstate crowd 
held a series of Capitol Punishment evenings in Albany. For those not able 
to attend events, there is a long listing of SM/leather/fetish wed sites reflecting 
a diverse community. Resources, venues, event listings and personals are also 
given. Of particular interest is the announcement of the opening of La 
Nouvelle Justine, the first restaurant with “a S/M attitude. ” Loves trading/age 
statement. Price:$2. Subs:$10 for 6 issues. Leonard Wolff, SM-COP, 
P.O. Box 1617, New York, NY 10159—Email: nysm_editor@hotmail 
.com—URL: http://www.mcsp.com/smcop/calendar.html (7 pages/stan- 
dard/JH) __ 

Pink Pages 

#10, Summer ’97. You’ll find some of the best writing in sex zinedom here, 
including one of my favorite zine writers Nadine Bozak, who contributes an 
autobiographical tale about a former boarder. In “The Year of Frank,” 
Nadine deals with a cross-dressing man, who falls for her in a big way. Susan 
Scotto writes about “The Magic Coackroach: A Story of New York,” and 
Earnest T. Justice contributes a Stewart Homeian work (sex, blood and guts, 
with a tad of revolution). A “smutty and sensitive” issue by Joe Maynard. Not 
to be missed for its fine ear on the pulse of the contemporary underbelly. 
Selective trades/reviews zines books comics videos music/age statement/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2 cash. Subs:$5 for 3 issues. Joe 
Maynard, P.O. Box 879, New York, NY 10021-0002 (36 pages/xerox/ 
digest/rough /JH) __ 

♦ Play Things of Desired 

#1, 1997. This is one of the most intense sex zines I’ve ever reviewed. 
Mistress Jane Doe knows whereof and to whom she speaks. We are introduced 
to her two slave shemales, Mikki Lynn and Kelly, who have undergone 
extensive hormone therapy and plastic surgery to arrive at their present state. 
Malehood still attached, they are nevertheless extremely feminine. The photos 
are accompanied by two stories, which allow us entry into the world they have 
created—or rather one that Mistress Doe has created for them. It’s a not-so- 
imaginary land of pain, pleasure and gender bending at its most mind blowing. 
Nikki Lynn and Kelli are not your run-of-the-mill play things. They are one 
part creation of the lab and one part creation of the mind. Mistress Doe, who 
bankrolls this experiment, is the Dr. Frankenstein of the nineties. No trades/ 
age statement. Raging Rhino Productions, P.O. Box 618, Hollywood, FL 
33022 (offse t/standard/professional/JH) _ 

Prometheus 

Exploring Consensual Dominance and Submission 

#27, Spring 1997. This is the publication of the Eulenspiegel Society, which 
has been around since 1971 supporting “sexual liberation as a basic require¬ 
ment of a truly free society.” There’s been a shake-up in the editorial offices 
for his issue, but from outward appearances, things seem to moving along in 
fine form. The Society encourages “dominant/submissive fantasies and 
urges,” and there’s plenty of variety in the reading matter. Articles (“Piercing 
101”), fiction (“The Riding Lesson”), and photography (Andy Adler), join 
the poetry, events calendar, and personal ads to present a broad overview of 
the scene. No trades/reviews books comics/age statement/prints letters. 
Price:$5.95. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. The Eulenspiegel Society, P.O. Box 
2783, New York, NY 10163-2783—URL: http://www.tes.org (64 pages/ 
offset/standa rd/professional/JH) _ 

Redemption 

A Fanzine for the Sexually Adventurous and Alternative 

#20, Summer ’97. A nicely redesigned Redemption (with even bigger plans 
for the future). The design is very straightforward, but that allows them to 
present the writing with directness and simplicity. It features lots of useful 
articles about a wide range of sexual activities. This one has basic information 
on the care of new tattoos, an overview of the dominant female characters that 




















appear on TV, the legal consequences of S/M play, the emotional component 
of being a submissive male, and an informative introduction to engaging in 
fire play safely. This one is particularly intriguing as I rarely come across fire 
play in any zine. I’m particularly pleased with its emphasis on safety—more 
information can be found at http://www.io.com/~lthrbrbe/barbie.html. No 
trades/reviews zines books URLs/age statement/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. A. Carstens, P.O. Box 54063, 
Pacific Centre Outlet, Vancouver, BC V7Y 1B0, Canada—Email: 
redemption@akasa. be. ca—URL: http: //www. akasa. be. ca/redemption/ (20 
pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

Smoke Signals 

A monthly newsletter devoted to the smoking fetish 

Vol. 3, #11, July-August ’97. Here’s the most politically incorrect zine of 
them all. Not only do these folks encourage smoking, they get off on it. You’ll 
find lots of heretical behavior here, such as readers looking or videos of young 
smokers, “even better being taught or encouraged,” and women who have 
“cheek-hollowing” inhales. There is also a list of celebrity smokers and some 
fiction. One of the works is titled, “Ashes of Love,” but the writer wishes to 
remain anonymous. No wonder, he’s fast becoming enemy number one in 
whitebread Amerika. For the sexual aware and anarchist alike. No trades/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$49.95 for 12 issues. 
Smoke Signals, 500 Waterman Ave. Suite 193, E. Providence, RI 02914- 
Email: SmokeSigs@aol.com—URL: http://www.smokesigs.com (20 pages/ 
xerox/standard/DTPed/JH) 

Smut 

The X-rated Underground 

#3, March ’97. It’s a porno mag with a genuine zine sprit. Toby Dammnit 
loves porn and loves porn stars so he started this zine to pay tribute to his 
favorites. He takes his time in putting these out (only doing about one a year), 
but fills it with plenty of dirty pictures. In the introduction he says “I am not 
a 9 to 5 pornographer. Porno is my life.” Then he explains what he’s been 
doing the past year.. .working on the New Rave web site, “doing work on the 
worst movies in the history of adult movies. ” He interviewed bondage movie 
director Ernest Greene, nude dancer Valentine, performer Amanda Victoria, 
movie producer Patrick Collins, and actress/director Shane. It also comes 
with a sheet of Smuty stickers. No trades/reviews videos/age statement/free 
to prisoners/prints letters. Price:$4.50. Smut, 7336 Santa Monica Blvd., 
Suite 641, West Hollywood, CA 90046—Email: tobydammit@earthlink.com— 
URL: http://www.smutzine.com (100 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/RSF) 

♦ Super Tiny^ 

#1, June ’97. “So, again, how long should a penis be? Extra long. Longer than 
yours is.” This half-jesting booklet is filled with statistics and research on 
penis length, cock worship, and the all around joy of watching a part of your 
body balloon out of shape. There are lots of excerpts from medical textbooks, 
advice columns, sexologists, and even.. .The Count from Sesame Street (here 
to remind us of the two kinds of penises: the Wysiwyg and the accordion 
surprise). We are even treated to a saucy story of Less-than Luke and his visit 
to Tony Baloney’s Howdy Hatch. If all this talk about dick size makes you 
want to measure your own, go ahead! Super Tiny comes with a foldout guide 
and the testimony of many experts on just what you should be packing if you 
are a real man. Loves trading/free to prisoners. Price:$2.50. Johnnyfucker 
Faster, 2336 Market 120, San Francisco, CA 94114 (63 pages/xerox/mini/ 
rough/CWB)_ 

♦ Tawdry Times ♦ 

A Journal o f Pansexuality 

#1, April ’97. Suzi, Bobby Joe and J. J. are roommates. Suzi is an ex¬ 
telephone sex worker and a practicing witch. Bobby Joe is gay and interested 
in religion. J. J. was a psychologist before he got busted for sleeping with three 
of his patients. Suzi says she’ll sleep with anyone—except J.J. because of the 
roommate thing. Bobby Joe wants to sleep with J. J., who refuses on the 
grounds of his heterosexuality. Does this sound pansexual to you? It reminds 
me way too much of the Robert Dupree Rude fiasco. There’s a truly 
sophomoric story in here about a man who winds up marching around inside 
his date’s vagina after a drive-in movie makeout session. There’s also a survey 
for readers to fill out on penis preferences. I suggest you pass on this just to 
be on the safe side. No trades/reviews zines videos/age statement/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$36 for 12 issues. Suzi Powell, 
B.J. Buckley, P.O. Box 420875, San Francisco, CA 94142-0875 (52 pages/ 
xerox/standard/DTPed/JH) 

♦ Underliners ♦ 

#4, May ’97. This proves to me that there’s a zine for everything. This one 
deals with foundation garments and goes into some detail concerning fabric 
contents, with a special section on lace. There is a bibliography for further 
reading. “Currently, most foundations and lingerie are made up of a 
combination and variation of nylon, polyester, spandex, satin, silk and 
cotton.” My favorite part is the listing of label tags including, Lovable, 
Mamzelle, Adonna, Cool-ette, and Bi-Flex. If you’re a lover of bras and 
panties, and I know you are out there, Undergarments is a must for those who 
want the inside scoop. Selective trades/reviews zines books videos/age 
statement/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2.50. Sasha Marie Vail- 
lancourt, Sasha’s Studio, P.O. Box 12398, Seattle, WA 98111 (7 pages/ 
xerox/standard/rough/JH) 
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SexMagick 

Women Conjuring Erotic Fantasy 
edited by Cecilia Tan 
At last, this classic underground 
work returns to print. The first an¬ 
thology of its kind, about ritual 
sex, erotic magic, passion as power 
and sex as spell. 

$8.95, perfect bound paperback 

Tales from the Erotic Edge 

A Circlet omnibus 
edited by Cecilia Tan 
Reprinting four rare and out of 
print underground erotic science 
fiction chapbooks into one paper¬ 
back volume. Includes Telepaths 
Don’t Need Safewords, Feline Fet¬ 
ishes, Forged Bonds, and Mate by 
Lauren P. Burka. $15.95 paperback 

From the Erotic Fantastic Specialists C^Circlet Press 

Dept. F54,1770 Mass Ave #278, Cambridge, MA 02140 

Our catalog of underground erotica, SM 
how-to & more, available for 32c SASE. 

Send 18+ age statement and add $2.50| 
shipping to order books shown here. 



Find our online catalog @ 
http://www.circlet.com/ 
cirdet/home.html 
or 

circlet-catalog@circlet.com 



This famous 
nation with over 


250,000 weel 

V UNCENSORED Personal Ads 
▼ Articles on Sex lhaf Aioj 
▼ TartfaSzing Rjotogrc 


across the nation 


Want to Moot Someone Right Now ? 

Try THE OYSTER ULTIMATE DATELINE! 

Connect LIVE with many sexy people from across the country! 

Just Dial 1-900-486-6699 

$1.99/min • 18+ only 


For FREE sample copy of the Oyster please send $4.00 ship. & handling to 
i OYSTER, P.O. Box 27467, Dept. FF, Denver, CO 80227-0467. MC/Visa O.K. Fa Busness 
|_Rate^Cal^303^985j3034jfo^r>us^tGrtethaLyou^re^ver^H^dver1i^^mrde^nnpl^^^ 
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WHaP! 

Women who Administer Punishment 

#10, 1997. WHAP keeps getting better and better, which is surprising given 
its already high standards. In the previous issue, retro photos from the thirties 
and forties were featured and it’s no wonder—we’re turning back to 
matriarchal family values. Oh for the good ol’ days when mother took us over 
her knee dishing out some loving instruction. In addition to the photos, there 
are fictive stories, tips on keeping your man in line, letters from devoted 
readers, and a special tribute to “Ms. Barbara Stanwyck—WHAP Screen Star 
of the Century.” Spanking and diaper training are a specialty of the 
publication, with plenty of advice from the all female staff (except for Young 
Man Mark in customer service. I pity his ass.) The current issue you’ll find 
articles on “Shame Arousal,” “Diaper Duty” and “The English Way.” 
Highly recommended for all you wives and girlfriends desiring to train their 
men in the service of pleasure. Selective trades/reviews zines books videos/ 
age statement/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$9.95. Subs:$32 for 4 
issues. Retro Systems, P.O. Box 69491, Los Angeles, CA 90069—Email: 
whap@hook ed.net (48 pages/standard/polished/JH) _ 

X Magazine 

#6. Two years in the making, we now get a completely revamped X Magazine 
that seems like it’s picking up where Future Sex left off. With just a handful 
of dirty pictures, it mostly fills its pages with unique, probing articles about 
sexuality, technology, and fringe culture. Published by the same folks who do 
Exotic, this one is more intelligent and cutting edge, but deep down it’s still 
a sex mag. It starts off with compelling piece about Melissa Rossi and her book 
Courtney Love Queen of Noise. It turns out that Courtney didn’t take to kindly 
to the book and has been doing everything from suing the publisher to hiding 
copies in Seattle bookstores. In zine news, Bob Armstrong reported on the 
Answer Me! trial (though this piece seemed a bit dated). You’ll also find an 
interview with Larry Flynt, an expose into penis enlargement surgery, a 
detailed look at the dirty deeds of the Church of Scientology, and the art of 
Rex Diabolos. There’s of course a great section on the Internet, printing info 
on lots of cool web sites and discussions on Usenet. Price:$4.95. Frank 
Flatch, X Publishing, 625 SW 10th Ave. #324B, Portland, OR 97205- 
Email: xmag@teleport.com—URL: http://www.xmag.com (54 pages/off- 
set/standard /professional/4 times a year/RSF) _ 

♦ Zoetic Zonda-f 

Aunt Sharon. My Lover 

#2, July ’97. A very surprising zine created by Sharon Bershawz and her 
nephew Mark Avis. This zine covers their illicit love affair in graphic detail 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 

OF YOUNG AND 
PLAYFUL GIRLS, 

HAPPILY STRIKI 
NATURAL POSE 
PROVOCATIVEL 
SHOWING OFF 
OR JUST BEING 
THEMSELVES. 

DELIGHTFUL TO 
THE SENSES. i 
ADULTS ONLY. 

$10.00 SHIPNG INCLbD. 
CHECK/MO TO: PLAMEN PETKO 
2540 S MARYLAND PKWY #132 
LAS VEGAS, NV 89109 



that would make the editors of Penthouse blush. I’m not sure if those are their 
real names, or even if the events documented in this zine are true. Either way 
it’s a startling experience to read this zine with the morality imposed on us by 
ancient Biblical scriptures. The first issue is the more graphic of the two, 
documenting their budding relationship and the details of their first romantic 
encounters. Mark tells us about their mischiefus adventure in a photo booth, 
their public playing in Golden Gate Park, and their intimate bathtub encounter. 
The second issue saw a change in title and change in focus. It features more 
straightforward personal stories and a wide variety of reprints. Mark tells us 
of his day taking busses around San Francisco and becoming infuriated by the 
selfish behavior of his fellow riders. There are many ways you can read these 
texts—as a protest against out Biblical legal system, as unique personal tales, 
or purely as erotica. Either way it still makes for compelling reading. No 
trades/reviews books videos/age statement/prints letters. Price:$3. Subs:$15 
for 6 issues. Gondo Publications, P.O. Box 426798, San Francisco, CA 
94142-6798 (32 pages/xerox/standard/rough/RSF) 


OTHER ZINES 


APPLES AND ORANGES #1, Summer ’97. But a Paper Dress is currently on 
hold, in the meantime, Julie Ana put together this new zine with a surprisingly a 
unique theme. More than just a simple sex zine, the theme is sex and caffeine. In the 
words of John Linnell (of They Might be Giants), “I don’t know if you can really 
compare them. It’s sort of apples and oranges.” Also making an appearance is 
Shannon Wheeler, and Greg (Farm Pulp) Hischak who contributes a short story. 
Price:$5. Julie Ana Klausner, Loyalty Press, P.O. Box 503, Scarsdale, NY 10583 

(36/standa rd/raw/RSF) [55] __ 

BLACKSHEEP #2, Summer ’97. Some nicely drawn strip work in this zine that 
exists solely (in my opinion) so that the editor can engage his penchant for drawing 
bubble-butts. He puts his Rubenesque women in a variety of situations from 
handmaiden to the Lord to nursemaid. Pretty explicit stuff, but always within the 
bounds of societal tastes. Mild for sex comix, but hot all the same. Price:$2. Subs:$5 
for 3. J. Vernon, P.O. Box 241, Somerset, KY 42502-0241. Selective trades. (40/ 

digest/rou gh/JH) [61] _ 

CHEESELOG April ’97. DB VelVeeda has been really busy these days but to keep 
up with what he’s been up to check out this short comic/catalog/review zine. There’s 
three pages of illustrations that feature an Asian she/male. Price:SASE + $1. D.B. 
VelVeeda, 1573 N. Milwaukee St. #488, Chicago, IL 60622 (6/standard/rough/ 

RSF) [541_ 

EXOTIC MAGAZINE Vol. 4, #9, March ’97. What’s essentially a slick (but 
trashy) magazine for the pay-for-play scene in Portland, also slips in a few interesting 
articles that sometimes cover some very underground themes. In between the many 
ads for strip clubs and escort services you’ll find articles about the feminist 
cartooning of Trina Robbins, the sex life of Adolf Hitler, and the predictions of 
Nostradamus. Price:$3. Subs:$30 for 12. Frank Flatch, X Publishing, 625 SW 10th 
Ave. #324 B, Portland, OR 97205 (39/standard/professional/RSF) [59] 
GREENERY A simple newsletter with advice on female domination and related 
topics. This time Lady Green explains how to use breathing techniques to process 
more pain during an S/M scenario. Price:$2 + SASE. Subs:$8 for 4. Lady Green, 
3739 Balb oa Ave. #195, San Francisco, CA 94121 (4/standard/rough/R SF) [58] 
THE HOME FRONT Vol. 3, #4, 1997. Lots of reviews of adult pro and amateur 
videos, as well as issues associated with the industry. There’s also a notice that John 
Wayne Bobbit has become a Reverend in the Universal Life church and is 
performing wedding vows. Is this anyway to start a marriage? I mean, think of the 
karma going on here. Interview with porn actress Heather Fields. Price:$10. 
Subs:$25 for 4. THF Publishing, 4230 East Towne Blvd., Suite 287, Madison, WI 

53704-370 4 (60/standard/professional/JH) [59] _ 

LEATHER PRIDE Leather (that means S/M) event newsletter for the northwest 
United States. This issue has an article about special hazards of rural motorcycle 
riding. Lea ther Pride, 1202 E. Pike St., Suite 707, Seattle, WA 98122 (16/st andardAjR) 
LIBERTINAGE #1. Definitely some interesting themes here, including many 
about sexuality, but the storytelling sometimes suffers from clumsy writing. One 
piece is an attempt at jungle porn starring a studly gorilla, 40 young boys who “train” 
together, and an unfortunate zookeeper who gets reamed. Price:$l cash. Daddy 
Chips, P.O. Box 48858, Los Angeles, CA 90048. Loves trading. (46/standard/ 

DTPed/CWB)_ 

MENTERTAINMENT June ’97. Club reviews, interviews with strippers, and 
photos of the ladies at work make up this guide to NY-area strip clubs. The coyer girl 
for this issue is Vanessa Del Rio who is also featured in an interview. Price:$2. 
Subs:$15 for 12. Sophie, Mentertainment, P.O. Box 9445, Elizabeth, NJ07202 (55/ 

standard/p rofessional/RSF) [57] __ 

PORN FREE #9, 1997. Porn Free goes totally for broke. How editrix Abby 
Ehmann isn’t bankrupt publishing this totally professional zine and not charging for 
it I’ll never understand. Yet here she is at issue nine with lots of uncompromising 
stories and photos. Video and book reviews, comix, and even puzzles are included. 
This is the bi/gay issue. As usual, it’s damn good. Price:large SASE/$1. Abby 
Ehmann, Porn Free, P. O. Box 1365, New York, NY 10009 (48/standard/polished/ 

JH) [61] . . 

THE RANDY REVIEWER #8, April ’97. Brad Foster’s reviewzine, completely 
devoted to smutty comics. The reviews are quite lengthy, explore the history of the 
title and the complete story line. Each review is accompanied by a sample panel or 
page from the book. Price:$4. Jabberwocky Graphix, P.O. Box 165246, Irving, TX 
75016. Sel ective trades. (28/standard/professional/RSF) [57] 

WILSON #1, August ’97. Mark Wilson is stuck inside a Kentucky prison. He keeps 
his sanity by trading nude erotic photos (he’s got a library of over 200) has now by 
also publishing this zine. He offers lots of address for quality mail-order products 
and obtaining photos of TV stars. Don’t send him any money or stamps—just zines 
and stuff to trade. Price:free. Mark Wilson #114833, E.K.C.C., P.O. Box 636, 
West Liberty, KY 41472. Loves trading. (10/standard/rough/RSF) 


























FRINGE 


If you’re looking for zines that are really out 
there , this is the place. Viewing the world 
ever-so differently, these folks strive to make 
their voices heard at all costs. Some call it 
“paranoid,” we call it “taking precautions.” 

2600 

The Hacker Quarterly 

Vol. 13, #4, Winter ’96/’97. Probably one of the most widely distributed zines ; 
out there, but 2600 comes closer to being a movement then just a simple zine. 
Available on newsstands everywhere or directly from the publisher, this one 
is always worth the money. It has a great piece on the recent developments 
in cryptography, an informative piece on radio telephones, an incredibly 
detailed overview of French phone smartcards, a list of flaws in the Mac 
networking system, instructions for defeating Windows95 screensavers, and 
a list of 1-800 numbers that legally charge for services just like 1-900 ; 
numbers. As always, the letters section is the most interesting. Lots of ; 
information, misinformation, rumors, and ideas. Price:$6.25. Subs:$21 for 
4 issues. Emmanuel Goldstein, 2600Enterprises Inc., P.O. Box752, Middle 
Island, NY 11953-0752—Email: 2600@2600.com—URL: http:// ! 
www.2600. com/ (58 pages/offset/digest/polished/RSF) 

♦ BX3 Phile + 

#1, February ’97. This is the umpteenth title from the mysterious B.Z. who ; 
has now moved to ground-zero for pot-smoking radicals hiding from the 
Aliens—the Puna district of the Big Island. I am so fucking jealous. B. Z. had 
the balls to up and live the life I was dreaming of a couple of years ago. 
“Tucked as I am behind the third green crater up from Kapoho... hammering : 
and clacking on this manual word machine hidden back here in my little jungle 
squat to the soundtrack of Radio Kiluea and the Polynesian Pirate...” So much 
for my nostalgia. Anyway, B.Z. opens up the engrams and bleeds strangeness ; 
in open letters to Whitley Striber and a local radio talk show host. Plus insights 
onhaole local style. Loves trading/submissions wanted. Price:the usual?. BZ, 
P.O. Box 15 19, Pahoa, HI 96778 (9 pages/xerox/standard/rou gh/JP) 

The Consortium 

For Independent Journalism 

Vol. 2, #6, Feb. 17, ’97. The Consortium promotes the existence of strong, 
investigative journalism outside “corporate mainstream media or the conser¬ 
vative ideological media.” In this they provide a necessary and worthwhile 
service. This issue has illuminating articles on “Contras, Dirty Money & 
CIA,” a discussion of how Liberal the press is, and an editorial about all the : 
things ready to be uncovered from the shallow graves of recent U.S. history. 
http://www.delve.com/consort.html Subs:$34 for 26 issues. Media Consor¬ 
tium, 2200 Wilson Blvd. #102-231, Arlington, VA 22201-9887-Email: 
rparry@ix.n etcom.com (8 pages/standard/DTPed/TOM) 

Crusade Against Corruption 

Race-Mixing is Corruption 

April ’97. These guys are very outspoken about their beliefs. You may not 
agree with them, but their newsletter certainly makes for intriguing reading. 
Their goal is to “preserve the White race.” One of the ways they do that is • 
by exposing how the government is run by Jews. I’m certainly disappointed 
with Bill Clinton’s performance as President. Perhaps the fact that “Clinton : 
obviously worships the Jewish race” explains his behavior. Another interest¬ 
ing commentary here is their discussion of AIDS. They propose that 
supseptablity to AIDS is a genetic factor and “that White people have the Gc 
2 gene which gives them relative immunity.” Price:the usual. J. B. Stoner, ; 
P.O. Box 4 063, Marietta, GA 30061 (8 pages/offset/standard/ rough/RSF) ■ 

♦ The Devil’s Advocate + 

Vol. 2, #1, March ’97. A thick zine covering Satanism and Satanic inspired : 
rock music. Personally, I never understood the supposed connection between : 
Satanism and heavy metal music. In most of the interviews I’ve read with ; 
practicing Satanists, they confess to preferring classical or Baroque music. 
But then again, I guess a Satanist can choose to enjoy Ozzy just as easily as 
they can choose to enjoy Bach. This issue of TDA features long interviews 
with Twiggy Ramiriez of Marilyn Manson, Thomas Thorn of Electric 
Hellfire Club, and Josh Silver of Type-O-Negative. Ron certainly goes more 
than skin deep, asking these folks questions about their feelings towards ; 
Nieztche, Satanism, and animal sacrifices. There’s plenty more writing that ; 
takes a probing look at what Satanism really means. We get essays from 
Jeffrey Deboo, Walter Cambra, Vinny Polise, Per Malloch, and Leilah • 
Wendell. Selective trades/reviews zines music URLs/submissions wanted. 
Price:$4. Subs:$16 for 4 issues. Ron Harris, 45 High St. #337, New Haven, 
CT 06510—Email: TDA999@aol.com—URL: http://members.aol.com/ : 
tda999/inde x.html (56 pages/xerox/standard/polished/RSF) 

F Newsmagazine 

March ’97. This is an amazing, challenging and fun student magazine. It 
includes weird and illuminating news and profiles of fringe artists. Well worth 
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looking into. This issue looks at video artists like Ellen Spiro. She documents 
the subculture of the elderly RV aficionado. Also here, is Jennifer Reeder, 
creator of White Trash Girl. The previous issue really grabbed my attention 
too. The cover photo was of two decapitated heads kissing. This was in a free 
newsstand item! That cover referred to the interview with S&M/death 
photographer Joel-Peter Witkin, a practicing Catholic. No trades/reviews 
videos. Price:$3?. Subs:$16 for 8 issues. The School of the Art Inst, of 
Chicago, FNewsmagazine, 37 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, IL60603—Email: 
fnews@falcon.artic.edu (26 pages/tabloid/DTPed/TOM) 

The Federation Flash 


fl> 

m 


Exploring the Frontiers of Miraculous Probability 

#36, Spring ’97. Jal’Kae and Zaruna Ataza have “walked-in” to a pair of 
human hosts, sort of like a permanent channeling. In examining “The Free 
Will vs. Fate Paradox,” one of the Starbuilders explains how attempting to 
divert a hurricane would lead to an astral clash where the writer decided that 
the “ego” wanted to move the hurricane while the Universe may have wanted 
something else, and thus gave up. Plus 12th dimensional entities, various 
levels of immortality, “Other Forms of Authorized Killing” and a cover shot 
of the ring around Uranus. “Counseling sessions available by phone or in 
person.” Loves trading/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:the 
usual. Starbuilders, P.O. Box 220964, Hollywood, FL 33022-0964—Email: 
starbldr@gate.net—URL: http://www.lightwork.dk/Starbuilders (16 pages/ 
standard/DTPed/JP)___ 


Free Speech 

Vol. 3, #5, May ’97. Like Instauration, Free Speech documents the decline 
of Western (read white) civilization at the hands of the Blacks and Jews. Even 
with all their biases, it’s refreshing to read subjects not discussed in any other 
media outlet. The most interesting piece is by Andrew MacDonald, talking 
about how he came to write The Turner Diaries and the surprising amount of 
attention the book has earned since the Oklahoma City Bombings. In this issue 
they also analyze the large number of Jews in Clinton’s cabinet, stating 
“Clinton has appointed more Jews to his administration than any other 
President in history. ” They also present a very unique take on the changes in 
South Africa now that the blacks are in control of the government. Certainly 
not the kind of stuff you’ll read in the New York Times. No trades/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$40for 12 issues. Kevin Strom, National 
Vanguard Books, P.O. Box 330, Hillsboro, WV 24946—URL: http:// 
www.natvan.com/ (16 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/RSF) 


Fuck 

#11, June ’97. Fuck is by far the most disturbing zine we get these days at 
Factsheet Five. This stuff is so disturbing that even I have trouble going 
through it. The slickish design and cleanly printed photos makes it even more 
brutally graphic. The stories and rants are so extreme that I have trouble 
believing it all, but you can’t deny the reality of these photos. Jumping right 
at you on page 20 is a series of photos of a smiling naked woman sawing the 
head off a corpse. Randal explained in the sidebar that the photos are from a 
tag-team couple who knocked off one of their enemies and they proudly 
documented it all with their 35mm camera. There’s plenty more racist, 
misogynist, hate-filled writing, including the detailed description of a 12- 
year-old girl getting raped. This stuff is not for the faint of heart (and it may 
be too brutal for those with thick skin as well). DO NOT put the zine title on 
the outside of the envelope. We here at Factsheet Five do not encourage or 
advocate the production or distribution of any materials which run afoul of 
U.S. law. We also don’t believe this publication contradicts such laws. 
Readers should keep in mind that our reviews do not necessarily constitute an 
endorsement of the ideas contained in the publications. No trades/age 
statement. Price:$5. Randall Phillip, P.O. Box 2217, Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(32 pages/of fset/standard/rough/RSF) _ 

♦ Funeral Party ♦ 

Vol. 2, 1997. Even better than the first volume, this book is a bizarre array 
of samples from the fringes of our culture. Shade Rupe compiled essays and 
images that might shock you, disturb you, repulse you, or inspire you. It starts 
off with an introduction to the 
work of Trevor Brown. We get a 
gallery of his doll and kinbiken 
illustrations and selections from 
his, now legendary collection, Evil , 
and a personal diary of exhibi¬ 
tions, meetings, and rants. Other 
highlights include Jack Stevenson’s 
essay on sleazy American sex tab¬ 
loids; a guide to Berlin’s sex clubs; 
a comic from Miguel Angel Mar- 
tinan; a piece from William Ben¬ 
nett and Peter Sotos of White- 
house; and an essay about the gay 
underground sex magazine The 
Nooseletter (complete with some 
samples). As an added bonus we 
get a gallery of color plates featur¬ 
ing the work of Trevor Brown, 

George Kuchar, Mike Kuchar, 

Milo Sacchi, and Perry Walker. 


THE J MAN TIMES 

Issue #9 

Issue #10 

Life on Mare, Hale- 

Republikanism, 

Bopp, UFOs, AIDS, 

Pedophilia, 

Satan & the End Times 

the FBI and 

Cosmic Conspiracy 

JonBenet Ramsey 

Dostoevsky: Incident 

Analysis of the hate 

at Semenovsky Sq. 

film Fargo 

Plus reviews and 

Plus reviews and 

commentary on a 

commentary on a 

dozen other *things* 

dozen other *things* 

Send Si per issue (cash only, please) to: 

J. Rassoul. 2240 St. Francis #A-211 

Ann Arbor. Ml 4810-* 

1 he|Man99(« aol.com 

hup: members.a 

ol.com thejman99 
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FACTSHEET FIVE #62 FRINGE I 


An impressive volume which should appeal to any fan of the extreme. No 
trades/reviews books videos/age statement. Price:$17.95 + $4. Shade Rupe, 
Shade Rupe Productions, 511 6th Ave. No. 325, New York, NY 10011- 
Email: purehades@aol.com—URL: http://www.horrornet.com/ 
funeralparty .htm (128 pages/perfect-bound/standard/professio nal/RSF) 

Implosion 

A Journal of the Bizarre and Eccentric 

#6. These guys do a good job of bringing the weird and wonderful to the 
newsstand. They look at strange cultures, animal oddities, gothic lore, and 
even dabble in music and fiction. It’s all done up quite professionally and 
printed on glossy paper. In this issue we learn the ghastly history behind the 
real Castle Frankenstein; what it’s like to be a live carrier for botfly larva; the 
history of the Hindi temple dedicated to rat adoration; and how to join the 
reserve police force of Papua New Guinea. Selective trades/reviews zines 
books videos music/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$14 for 4 issues. 
Dave Bauer, Implosion Publishing, P.O. Box 533653, Orlando, FL 32853- 
Email: smudge21@aol.com—URL: http://www.implosion-mag.com (62 
pages/offset /standard/professional/CWB) _ 

The INFO Journal 

Science and the Unknown 

#11, Spring ’97. The premiere zine on fortean phenomena. It’s all presented 
very objectively, with the many “logical” explanations thoroughly explored 
and rejected, leaving the axiom of modern anomalists, “I dunno what the fuck 
is going on, but it sure is damned interesting. ” This issue is a bit introspective, 
dealing with media, subjects forteans tend to ignore, and digging up old cases. 
Most of the newsclips appeared previously in News of the Weird. Only the 
article on the Viking explorers finding hard evidence of current bacterial life 
on Mars was of any real interest. No trades/reviews books/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$15 for 4 issues. Michael Shoemaker, 
International Fortean Organization, P.O. Box 367, Arlington, VA 22210- 
0367 (64 pages/offset/standard/polished/JP) 

IUR 

International UFO Reporter 

Vol. 22, #2, Summer ’97. IUR is the official publication of the J. Allen Hynek 
Center for UFO Studies—the most respected, rational, skeptical and open- 
minded group of people in the shadowy world of UFO research. There’s a 
look at the latest crop of UFO books, more detailed analysis of Budd Hopkin’s 
highly improbable “Linda Case,” and Mr. Hopkin’s himself on Carl Sagan. 
No trades/reviews books videos/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$6. 
Subs:$25 for 4 issues. George Eberhart, Center for UFO Studies, 2457 
Wester Peter son, Suite 6, Chicago, IL 60659 (36 pages/standard /polished/JP) 

King Josiah, the Feminist-Matriarchy 

And the Hidden Meaning of the Numbers 3, 6, & 9 

Another chapter in R.J. Daniel’s ongoing thesis on International Patriarchy 
and numerology. In this one he gets back to his earlier work on numerology, 
explaining how the number 6 symbolizes male-female relationships. After a 
lengthy discussion of karma, we dive head first into gemetria numerology 
where people’s names are turned into number. He then uses numerology to 
analyze Louis Farrakhan and the Nation of Islam. This is serious stuff, way 
over my head, but luckily he included 47 additional blank pages so you can 
work out the equations for yourself. R.J. Daniel, 537 Jones St. #9295, San 
Francisco, CA 94102—Email: intlpatriarchy@hotmail.com—URL: http:// 
ucando.com /t/toendall.html (46 pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF ) 

Motel 

#13. According to publisher Chris Minnick, he started this zine because he 
likes to talk about himself and make fun of other people. His co-publisher 
Margaret would rather “craft Motel into the perfect balance of satire, 
commentary, and information.” Travel, weather, crab—nothing is too 
obscure for this amusing zine to make fun of or satire. This issue’s special 
supplement is a look back at Motel’s beginnings, with reprinted articles from 
its first six issues, like a visit to Graceland and a journey to Canada (“there 
must be more than just bacon and snow”). If you’re new to the zine, it’s a 

perfect way to familiarize yourself 
with it. If you’re a loyal subscriber, 
it’s a nostalgia trip. Or a rip-off 
(just kidding). Elsewhere in this 
issue are a couple of good anti-San 
Francisco rants, one on the com¬ 
plete lack of weather here (yet 
people’s propensity to dress like 
it’s below zero out); the other ex¬ 
ploring being a tourist in your own 
home town, including a disappoint¬ 
ing visit to Fisherman’s Wharf. 
Loves trading/reviews books/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price: 
$2. Subs:$10 for 6 issues. Chris 
Minnick, 555 Oakland Ave. #2c, 
Oakland, CA 94611-Email: 
editors@motelmag.com—URL: 
http://www.motelmag.com/ (16 
pages/xerox/standard/rough/MLW) 


SNUFF IT 

THE JOURNAL OF 

THE CHURCH OF 
EUTHANASIA 

©<$> 

Send $3 donation for #4 or SASE for 
catalog to the Church of Euthanasia 
P.O.Box 261, Somerville, MA 02143 
www.paranoia.com/coe/ 


•♦•New Laws of Physics♦ 

Unfortuntely Lex Loeb’s UFO Museum had a flood and the entire collection 
is currently in storage until it can find a new home. Luckily, before that 
tragedy happened, Lex was visited by aliens who came down and straightened 
out some of the errors in his college physics book. Using the latest technology 
Lex typed out these theories onto modem mimeograph stencil paper and ran 
off several sets for distribution. The result is something that gives the 
impression of kooky physics ideas, but under the scrutiny of this college- 
educated physicist, they are professionally judge to be exactly that. Get a copy 
and see if you believe that “space is composed of thermo-pressurized gas 
cells.” The aged mimeo paper is perfect—it’s like something out of the 
Museum of Jurassic Technology. Price:SASE + 250. Lex Loeb, P.O. Box 
6056, Portla nd, OR 97228-6056 (3 pages/mimeo/standard/raw /RSF) 

Nexus 

New Times 

Vol. 4, #4, July ’97. “Nexus recognizes that humanity is undergoing a 
massive transformation. With this in mind, Nexus seeks to provide ‘hard-to- 
get’ information so as to assist people through these changes. ” This is the U.S. 
version of the Australian magazine covering UFOs, government conspiracies 
and cover-ups, and new technologies. With fewer newsclips and more 
detailed and researched articles. Nexus is moving into Paranoia’s territory. 
This issue looks into the possibility of Western Australia being used as a 
testing ground for new energy weapons, government-run drug smuggling 
operations, the amazing life of Francis Bacon, the bleeding edge of biotech¬ 
nology, and a hell ofa lot more. “Real-Life X-Files.” No trades/reviews zines 
books videos/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4.95. Subs:$24.95 
for 6 issues. Duncan Roads, Nexus Magazine Pty Ltd., P.O. Box 22034, 
Tulsa, OK 74121—Email: nexus@peg.apc.org—URL: http://www.peg. 
apc.org/"ne xus/ (84 pages/offset/standard/professional/JP) 

♦ Pagan Revival ♦ 

#40, Summer ’97. A very unusual zine that allies itself with the White 
Separatist, Aryan, National Socialist movement, but rejects both the Old as 
well as the New Testament, in favor of traditional, Earth-centered Pagan 
beliefs. The writing is very outspoken and tends to be a bit shocking at times— 
sure to upset Christian White Separatists as well as New Age peace-loving 
Neopagans. Sure enough, the lead article “Christian Identity Exposed,” 
criticizes the Bible and the Christian Identity movement, accusing them of 
encouraging race mixing and “selling a Hebrew creed to their folk. ” In a piece 
explaining Odinism, Wyatt describes Jesus Christ as “nothing more than a 
dirty fucking stinking kike!” Going off on a slightly different direction, Erik 
Wotanswolf discussed the ancient cave paintings recently found in southern 
France. I haven’t heard much about this new discovery, but he fills in the 
details and explains how this can revamp our thinking on “Aryans Cro- 
Magnons.” A unique publication that views the world in a whole new way. 
Selective trades/reviews zines books music/free to prisoners/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Subs:$20 for 8 issues. Wyatt Kaldenberg, P.O. Box 
686, Bowsall, CA 92003-0686—Email: odinl488@aol.com (30 pages/ 
xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

Paranoia 

The Conspiracy Reader 

Vol. 5, #1, Spring ’97. Paranoia is a dedicated source for alternate world 
views. They ask more questions than they give answers to, which in my book 
earns them more credibility than folks who have uncovered “the truth.” Not 
limiting themselves to any one topic, they delve into unsettled matters of 
history, science, and cabalistic societies. This issue brings up Larry Flynt in 
three separate articles and relates him to the Gemstone File and the 
disappearance of Madalyn Murray O’Hair. Other pieces include the real 
murderer of Yitzhak Rabin, EMF weaponry (as detailed in Paranoid Women), 
the link between the Illuminati and the Andromedans, and a rare look at the 
Knights Templar. Their regular section “Rant!” gives free reign to the folks 
who are definitely beyond the pale. This time Fred Schwartz looks at the gay 
community—the “Sodomists”—and accuses them of weakening our country’s 
immune system in fighting off Communist takeover. Contributions by Fred 
Woodworth of The Match, Joan d’Arc, and A1 Hidell. No trades/reviews 
zines books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$6. Subs:$19 for 4 
issues. Paranoia, P.O. Box 1041, Providence, RI 02901—Email: 
alhidell@aol .com (56 pages/bound newsprint/standard/polish ed/CWB) 

Phimosis Contagion 

#7, Summer ’97. This is either a new off-shoot of the Elusian Hot Tub 
Mystery Sect, a rogue SubGenius publication, a wry satire of UFO zines, or 
the most bizarre UFO publication we’ve received—and one of the few that 
sees the Space Brothers as an utterly hostile force with the intention of feeding 
off us all. “I leave me apartment and they are always watching me. I walk to 
the grocery down the street and the follow me. I quicken my pace and they 
match my fast stride. I know they come from the skies, I just know that to be 
true. ” Who is doing all of this? Why, the SPACE ALIENS of course. And who 
are the space aliens? Tipper Gore, Michael Jordan, Richard Ramirez, Johnny 
Depp, Cindy Crawford, Ellen Degeneres, Pia Zadora and Dr. Gene Scott to 
name just a few. “If it’s bullshit, it must be true. If it’s true, it must be 
bullshit.” Selective trades/reviews zines books music. Price:the usual. C. 
Coffey, Astro-Rat Agitprop, P.O. Box 40368, Albuquerque, NM 87196 (20 
pages/digest/rough/JP) 
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From the publisher of 


MIANOU 


The 

Conspiracy 

reader 


PARANOID 
WOMEN COLLECT 
THEIR THOUGHTS IS 
A PERFECT-BOUND, 
FULL-SIZE BDDK THAT 
DOCUMENTS THIS 
AWESOME MILLENNIAL 
ERA FROM A WOMEN’S 

perspective. From 

INJECTIBLE 
MICROCHIPS TO ALIEN 
ENCOUNTERS, THIS 
UNIQUE COLLECTION OF 
CONSPIRACY THEORIES 
IS BOUND TO GET 
UNDER YOUR SKIN. 


To GET YOUR COPY OF PARANOID WOMEN 
COLLECT THEIR THOUGHTS, SEND $1 2.95 
PLUS $ 3.00 S&H ($5 I NT’L S&H) TO PARANOIA, 
PO Box 1041 , Providence, Rl 02901 . 


IllM'ITT 

The Conspiracy Reader 


"A dizzying web of connections... 
Weirdness on a grand scale!" 
The Village Voice 



Sample Issue: $6 US$7 
(Canada) US$8 (Int'l Air) 

Subscription (4 issues): 

$19 US$26 (Canada) 

US$30 (Int’l Air) 

PARANOIA, PO Box 
1041, Providence, RI 
02901, USA 



Journal 


IMPLOSION #1 Would be extremely rare if 
fewer copies existed. See the roots of IMPLOSION. 
28 tabloid-size pages, 2-color cover. Tons of odd 
artwork, fiction and poetry. (US $2 • Canada $4) 


IMPLOSION #2 

Colossal 60-page issue, full 
of fiction, art, photography 
and poetry. Articles on 
allege^ fetus-eating in 
China, Coney Island’s freak 
show; the first-ever and 
threats to the electric 
company. Full-color cover. 
(US $5 • Canada $8) 


IMPLOSION #3 Also crammed-full of weird 
material. 60 pages, 10 in color. Articles on 
mechanics of time travel, ghost lights in the 
Everglades; a color centerspread of the 
necromantic art of Leilah Wendell. Loads of 
weird fiction and poetry, too. Order now, and we 
guarantee you won’t receive our 200-page book 
on pipe organs. (US$5 • Canada $8) 

IMPLOSION #4 Our first-ever travel issue. 
Chew cocoa leaves in Peru. Ride an out-of-control 
bus in rural China. Get to know Christian Death- 
founder Rozz Williams. Learn the “truth” of Paul 
McCartney’s death in 1965. Plus,naturally, mounds 
of fiction and artwork. 60 pages, 10 in color. Only 


THE BIZARRE AND ECCENTRIC 



a few copies left, and we’re being serious. (US$6 * 
Canada $8) 

IMPLOSION #5 The 

largest issue of IMPLOSION. 

68 pages, 10 in full color. 

Read about a Mormon who 
is one of six wives; a search 
for Dracula’s Castle in 
Hungary and a Japanese 
festival for an 800-lb. wooden 
penis. Interviews: Electric 
Hellfire Club, Genitorturers 
and Weird A1 Yankovic. Also has tons of strange 
artwork and fiction. (US$5 • Canada $7) 


IMPLOSION #6 Includes 
features on Angry Johnny and 
the Killbilles and My Dying 
Bride. See the real 
Frankenstein’s castle, hear a vol¬ 
unteer Papua New Guinea 





police offi¬ 
cer’s wild and 
crazy tale, visit 
a temple in 
India that honors rats. And as 
always, there’s tons of odd art¬ 
work and short fiction. (US $5 * 
Canada $7) 


IMPLOSION #7 Look 
at the bizarre art of J.K. 

Potter, read about The 
Misfits and Switchblade 
Symphony. Read a truly 
offensive article about the 
king of offensive himself, 
the late G.G. Allin, an inter¬ 
view with a phone sex 
worker, an article on road 
food, an obscure video column and all about how to 
prepare insects as food. (US $5 * Canada $7) 

4k SUBSCRIBE and get FREE the "Implosion 
New Music Sampler" CD, w ith N17, Sister 
Machine Gun, The Gathering, Beat Angels, 
Second Skin and 10 other bandsI Send only 
$14 (C$20 Canada) for one year (four issues) 
of IMPLOSION (and the CD). If you would also 
like a subscription to Bloodsongs horror 
magazine, make it $22 (C$32 Canada). 

4k Mention this ad, and order three or more 
back issues and take $3 off total price. 


Make checks or money orders payable to IMPLOSION . 
P.O. Box 533653 , Dept. FI • Orlando, FL 32853 

All prices include postage. 

Canada ONLY: Make checks to Stuart Young, Box 2,Granthams 
Landing, B.C. VON 1X0. Foreign: add $2 per issue (airmail). We 
begrudgingly accept foreign cash at the current exchange rate. 


Implosion Publishing: (407) 645-3924, fax: (407) 645-0601; www.implosion-mag.com; e-mail: info@implosion-mQg.com 
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Portland Free Press 

Tell the Truth and Run 

October ’97. An enigmatic Portland-based publication that covers both local 
and national political issues with a conspiratorial/political edge. It starts off 
with an intriguing piece I’ve read nowhere else, about the crash of a military 
aircraft off the coast of California. The Air Force is very hesitant with 
releasing details of the crash, even to the servicemen’s widows, but the 
Portland Free Press uncovers some startling information. Lots more, 
including an exclusive piece on the Kurdish National Liberation Movement, 
the lack of public access to policy at Pacifica Radio, and the truth that the 
Oklahoma City bombing was by definition not terrorism—since no one took 
credit for the bombing nor making any political demands. If this was as widely 
read as People magazine, there’s be a mass revolt. No trades/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 5 issues. Portland Free Press, 
P.O. Box 1327, Tualatin, OR 97062 (32 pages/bound newsprint/standard/ 
polished/RSF) 

Pretentious Shit 

#8. This prize-winning and sometimes raunchy morsel is just bungfull of silly 
ads. But the writing here gives it a modicum of substance. The lead piece is 
about life in the federal bughouse as delivered by Don C. He’s doing 14 years 
for an unspecified marijuana charge and describes his sometimes strange 
surroundings. Don confirms that there is a high rate of contraband drugs and 
cigarettes, and that rape and violence are common occurrences. There’s also 
the zany reprint of the guy who lost his left nut playing naughty games with 
machine shop tools. After his lefty was ripped off by a belt drive, he tried to 
seal the wound with a staple gun. Loves trading/reviews zines URLs/age 
statement/free to prisoners. Price:$2. Subs:$3 for 3 issues. John Cheney, 
Eclecctic Enterprises, P.O. Box 5842, Phoenix, AZ 85010-5842—Email: 
heathen@mindspring.com—URL: http://www. mindspring, com/"heathen (24 
pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

+ Quiet Sun + 

#1. This is the closest we’ve seen to kook publishing in a long time. J. writes 
with a severely veiled style using concentric geometric figures to frame his 
words. Some of it is pure streetcorner rambling like the chapter that begins 
“ Suppress background noise - C17 - of imitative origin. ” Yet other pages belie 
an attempt to communicate with the world at large, despite all the acronyms 
and what appears to be secret codes. Then again, maybe it’s all just trippy rock 
‘n roll lyrics. Loves trading/prints letters. Price:$3 + 5 IRCs. J. Waffling, 
Stable Cottage, Easton, Suffolk, IP13 OEN, U.K. (58 pages/xerox/digest/ 
raw/CWB) __ 

Race Traitor 

Treason To Whiteness Is Loyalty to Humanity 

#7, Spring ’97. Depicting the white race as an artificial (and relatively recent) 
concept, Race Traitor seeks to abolish white privilege for a more equitable 
society. This issue provides some excellent historical essays to back up their 
claims of race awareness. Loren Goldner looks at the period of the 
Enlightenment and how racial distinctions were made before the concept even 
existed, while Terrence Epperson considers white superiority in early 
Virginia settlements. Over ten pages of letters show that these folks have hit 
quite a nerve, garnering both support and outrage from their readers. What 
better form of tribute to your work could you imagine? No trades/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$6. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. Race Traitor, 
P.O. Box 603, Cambridge, MA 02140—URL: http://www.postfun.com/ 
racetraitor ( 92 pages/offset/journal/polished/CWB) _ 

The Radical Individualist 

#8,1997. Busy with three different zines (Sexual Heresies, Abunai, and The 
Radical Individualist) Jeffrey found that he was spreading his energy too 
thinly and decided to cut back a bit. He decided on terminating The Radical 
Individualist because it was the easiest to do (i.e., least challenging and least 
controversial) and he felt that he said all that he needed to say. It’s still pretty 
controversial, featuring political rants about highly charged subjects. He 

described how the Republican 
Party can seize a fascist takeover 
of America and included several 
letters that he sent to other peo¬ 
ple. I particularly enjoyed his 
essay about computers. Stating 
that he is no luddite but still has 
concerns that computers are erod¬ 
ing basic education skills and 
offer great potential for easy in¬ 
vasion of privacy. No trades/ 
reviews zines. Price:$4. Jeffrey 
Deboo, 4326 SE Woodstock 
Blvd. #524, Portland, OR 97206 
(28 pages/xerox/standard/rough/ 
RSF) _ 

Reality & Meaning 

Vol. 6, #26, October ’97. Russ 
invites people to contribute in¬ 
sightful articles that explore fun¬ 
damental questions regarding re¬ 


ality and meaning. The result seems like a scholarly scientific journal, except 
that its design, construction, and execution is pure zine. A bit more political 
this time around, especially the introduction where Russ compares the Ontario 
Tory party leader to Adolf Hitler. Another intriguing political piece is William 
Markiewicz’s analysis of the urban Christian Serb identity and how it came 
to be so different from the peasants. On the more scientific side of things we 
get a discussion of the nature of electricity, a strange extension to dirac 
physics, the evolution of spiral galaxies, the logical flaws in quantum theory, 
and an extensive piece that explores whether photons, in fact, exist. Look for 
Leo VanderBly’s controversial theories about gravity and time reversal in 
future issues. Even though it’s a Canadian publication they find contributors 
from all over the world. If you enjoy The Journal of Unconventional 
History, Extropy, or other big-thought zines, you gotta get this one. Selective 
trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$20 for 5 issues. 
Russ Shurig, #1405-99 Howard St., Toronto, ON M4X 1K1, Canada (47 
pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) 

Resonance 

Newsletter of the Bioelectromagnetics S/G 

#31, February ’97. “The purpose of Resonance is to review scientific 
literature dealing with the subject of bioelectromagnetics; that is, the 
interaction between electric and/or magnetic fields and living organisms. ” All 
articles are well documented. Back after a year’s absence, this issue covers 
the usual fascinating spectra. In a reprint from Lobster #30, Armen Victorian 
details Western and Soviet government experiments with various psychic 
phenomena. There are several pieces on “non-lethal” weaponry that seriously 
damages the victims’ mind and personality, and how these were tested on 
unsuspecting citizens. Heady and frightening stuff. A working knowledge of 
biology and magnetics helps. No trades/reviews zines books/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$6. Subs:$235.0 for 4 issues. Judy Wall, 684 C.R. 
535, Sumter ville, FL 33585 (48 pages/digest/rough/JP) _ 

♦ Revisionist History+ 

The Journal of the New Vision 

#2, Summer ’97. It’s been a while since Michael Hoffman published 
Revisionist Researcher in New York State. He has since moved to Idaho and 
started up this new publication which was intended to be a thick, glossy 
magazine on Holocaust and historical revisionism. Unfortunately he was 
unable to raise the projected funds and settled on this trimmed-back production 
that still features the strong-willed vision. The main feature explores how the 
British intelligence created a WWII deception to help orchestrate the Allied 
invasion of Sicily. It’s fascinating reading, but too steeped in military history 
for my taste. The highlight for me is Miranda Bryant’s short biography of the 
controversial writer L. A. Rollins. Best known for his libertarian writing and 
books for Loompanics, Bryant introduces his extensive Holocaust revisionist 
works. No trades/prints letters. Subs:$30 for 6 issues. Michael A. Hoffman 
II, Independent History, P.O. Box 849, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816—Email: 
hoffman@hoffman-info. com—URL: http: //www. hoffman-info. com (16 pag¬ 
es/bound newsprint/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

Saucer Smear 

Publication of Saucer & Unexplained Celestial Events 

Research 

Vol. 44, #6, June ’97. A long-running UFO zine that appears to be the most 
light hearted and rational one around. There’s a big report on the 33rd 
National UFO Conference and plenty of news and letters from this entire, 
skeptical group. Given the date, this is the special Anti-Roswell issue. 
Excerpts from recently and soon-to-be published materials point to a 
convergence of Project Mogul and the crash of an experimental B-29 that was 
carrying a nuclear device. Saucer Smear is the most rational UFO zine 
around. Loves trading/reviews zines books videos/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$2. James Moseley, P.O. Box 1709, Key West, FL 33041 (8 
pages/offset/standard/rough/JP) 

SETIQuest 

The Magazine of SET/ and Bioastronomy 

Vol. 3, #2. With the new film Contact , the search for extra-terrestrial 
intelligence is getting more respect (and pop cultural buzz). Anyone who has 
recently found an interest in the subject should check out the serious and well- 
respected journal SETIQuest. The lead article here is on the Hubble space 
telescope and its potential to provide visual proof of the existence of planets 
around other stars. Another intriguing piece is Julian Hiscox’s discussion of 
the potential for other planets to provide hospitable environments for the 
development of life. The regular feature, “Publications Watch,” summarizes 
recent articles in scientific journals of interested to those in the SETI field. No 
trades/reviews books/submissions wanted. Price:$12. Subs:$39 for 4 issues. 
Carl Helmers, Helmers Publishing, Inc., 174Concord Street, P.O. Box 874, 
Peterborough, NH03458-0874—Email: setisub@pixelacres.mv.com—URL: 
http://www. setiquest.com (24 pages/offset/standard/polished/R SF) 

Snuff It 

The Journal of the Church of Euthanasia 

#4. The Church of Euthanasia is a radical group that encourages people to 
reduce the Earth’s population through abortion, sodomy, suicide, and 
occasionally cannibalism. They’ve been real busy this past year and this issue 
reports on all that happened. The main feature is a conversation between Lydia 
Eccles and Chris Korda, where Chris details all the projects and actions the 
group engaged in. It’s an impressive roster: they tried to set up a suicide 
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assistance hotline, visited the Rainbow Family Gathering, and got in between 
the abortion supporters and protesters in a huge clinic rally. My favorite one 
is the huge GOP banner they displayed on election day. Standing 25' x 13' it 
just said “GOP” with a big, red swastika in the middle of the “O.” They told 
all the media that they were simply Pat Buchanan supporters just expressing 
their political conviction. Everything here is fully illustrated with plenty of 
photographs so you can get a full impression of how everything went. Lots 
more including Rev. Chris Korda’s e-sermons that have been conveniently 
printed out for those of you without a computer. Loves trading/free to 
prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$ 10 for 6 issues. 
Chris Korda, The Church of Euthanasia, P.O. Box 261, Somerville, MA 
02143—Email: coe@netcom.com—URL: http://www.envirolink.org/orgs/ 
coe (32 pag es/offset/standard/polished/RSF) _ 

♦ Street Angel + 

#2. After years of producing his violently sadistic publications featuring biker 
sex slavery, DVH has gone the way of Jesus. “I repent to my Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ for the filth and gore zines that I have cranked out for over two 
years and I ask for forgiveness from the reader for the trauma and mental 
images that these abominations have caused. I had become that which I 
despise—a smut peddler. ” This is a very surprising turn around and may be 
due in part to the influence of The J Man. Jesus Christ isn’t often found in the 
zine community, but it’s most surprising to find him here as DVH has 
consistently published the most extreme publications I’ve ever come across. 
This final chapter of the DVH saga features more newsclips and essays in the 
style of Random Shots but more about religion and redemption. The first 
issue in this series starts off with a rant about the evils of porn (remember he’s 
a self-proclaimed ex-pornographer) that quotes heavily from statistics and 
religious sources. There’s also celebrations of biker culture, some stuff that 
might be construed as being Anti-Semitic, an examination of Howard Stem’s 
Satanic influence, and The J Man’s rant about anti-white messages in Fargo. 
In the second issue of Street Angel DVH writes extensively about his ex-wife 
who was having adulterous affairs and recently left him. The most surprising 
thing is the news that the brutal drawings in his Dora zines were representa¬ 
tions of revenge fantasies that he had toward his wife. Long-time DVH fans 
will be happy to know that his “no porn vow” has been suspended for this issue 
of Street Angel. Loves trading/reviews zines books comics videos/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:$1. DVH, 3651A S. 76thSt., Milwaukee, WI53220 (34 
pages/xerox /standard/raw/RSF) _ 

This Strange Earth 

The Journal of Unexplained Rural Phenomena 

Vol. 2, #2, Spring ’97. Oh how we love zines about something very particular. 
And this is a great one, dedicated to fortean events in rural areas, stuff besides 
the usual crop circles and cattle mutilations. Coming in somewhere between 
The Weekly World News and Fortean Times, This Strange Earth takes a 
loving look at weird happens in the American Midwest. A stranger walks the 
earth. Not quite an MIB, not Caine, but an old geezer dressed to the nines in 
vintage ’70s clothing looking like he’s off to sell insurance. He walks quickly 
along the gravel roads of rural Illinois, only to vanish with a second glance. 
Maybe he knows who mowed entire fields of Iowa hay in the middle of the 
night, or the reason for the lines that emanate from Blackstone Illinois. Maybe 
not. “If it’s not in the cosmology, it’s not in the culture.” Selective trades. 
Price:$l. Subs:$5 for 4 issues. Dan Brinkmeier, 1174 S. Home, Oak Park, 
IL 60304—Email: brinkmeier@aol.com (8 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/ 

JP) 

World Explorer 

Far-Out Adventures in Far-A way Places 
# 9 . World Explorer investigates fortean events and unexplained mysteries 
with a flair for adventure. The Yeti is back in vogue and WEX travels to the 
Himalayas to search for evidence of its existence. David Childress gives us 
a retrospective of Western encounters that date back to the 1800s. There are 
also photos of footprints and mummified parts, as well as stories of horny 
snowmen that kidnap young villagers. Other articles include the Mayan 
calendar, the coming apocalypse, the mysteries of the Sphinx, and chupaca- 
bras making the jump to Europe! No trades/reviews books/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$7. Subs:$25. World Explorers Club, 403 Kemp 
St., Kempton, IL 60946-0074—Email: aup@azstarnet.com—URL: http:// 
www. azstarnet. com/’ aup/ (96 pages/loose newsprint/standard/professional/ 
CWB) 

X: The Unknown 

#23. The weird, the unusual, the strange and the highly amusing. This is the 
territory of X: The Unknown. Lyle Vann of the Arizona Bigfoot Center 
reports on his further encounters with UFOs and Bigfoots (usually at the same 
time). Plus Vince Foster, more cults with perpetually horny leaders, the 
underground UFO base at Alamogordo, lots of freaky newsclips, and 
Criswell’s endtime predictions from 1972. Loves trading/reviews books 
videos/submissions wanted. Price:$1.50. Subs:$15 for 12 issues. Patrick 
O’Donnell, P.O. Box 14, Matawan, NJ 07747 (8 pa^es/standard/DTPed/JP) 


OTHER ZINES 


ALTERNATE PERCEPTIONS #39, Summer ’97. Like it says, UFOs, forteana, 
Edgar Cayce, unusual history and Native spirituality, insight and prophecy. All in a 
very nice package and with a perspective that isn’t typical for this type of publication. 
This issue covers everything from psychic photography and Marian apparitions to 
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MEN IN BLACK 

— Jim Keith 

]VIen in Black incidents strad¬ 
dle the realms of mysticism and sci¬ 
ence, occultism and UFOs. Since 
ancient times these mysterious be¬ 
ings have stalked the planet. In re¬ 
cent years they have tried to silence 
witnesses of UFO sightings with 
threats, harassment and worse. 

Who are these strange beings garbed all in 
black? Are they government agents? Aliens? Creatures 
from another dimension? 

In Casebook on the Men in Black, Keith traces 
the path of these unusual visitors through history, and 
presents evidence about their origin and purpose. 

* $14.95 * 224 PAGES * 

* 5-1/2 X B- 1/2 QUALITY PBK * IHutTliNct 
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The Amazing Kreskin. Price:$4.95. Subs:$12 for 4. 
Dr. Lora Little, White Buffalo & Eagle Wing Books, 
P.0. Box 9972, Memphis, TN 38190 (56/standard/ 

polished/J P) [61] _ 

ANTISHYSTER Vol. 7, #2. One of the nation’s best 
known anti-lawyer/patriot magazine. It mixes political 
theories with practical advice on how to get the govern¬ 
ment and IRS off your back. I like the articles on 
running your life without giving out your SSN, espe¬ 
cially J. Anderson’s article on opening a bank account 
without a SSN. Subs:$30 for 6. Alfred Adask, Anti 
Shyster, P.O. Box 540786, Dallas, TX 75354-0786 
(72/standard/professional/RSF) [61 ] 

CENTENARY COMRADE #47, November ’96. An 
unusual newsletter devoted to the British fascist leader 
Oswald Mosley and his followers. Mosley was an 
unusual man—while borrowing ideas from Mussolini 
and Hitler, he also refused to engage in any sort of anti- 
Semitism. There’s lots of history and news of recent 
events in here—fascinating reading for the researcher 
or anyone interested in learning about this man. Subs:$6. 
John Christian, Friends of Oswald Mosley, 101 Orwell 
Court, Pownall Road, London, E8 4PP, U.K. (8/euro¬ 
standard/ r ough/RSF) _ 

CRASH & BURN #2, Spring ’97. A situationist- 
inspired fringe political zine. The construction is sim¬ 
ple and straightforward with writing that is vital. Lief 
found that his views have changed since the first issue, 
so he reprinted the central essay on “culturecide” from 
that issue, accompanied by comments, letters, and 
arguments. The result is a very open publication with 
dialog from Len Bracken, Bob Black, and others. 
Price:2 stamps. Subs:$4 for 4. Leif Fredrickson, Mail- 
drop 1818,124 Raymond St., Poughkeepsie, NY 12604. 
Loves trading. (18/standard/raw/RSF) 

CRUCIAL CONCEPTS Vol. 14, #1, 1997. Confron¬ 
tational zine that mixes original material and reprints 
that seek to resolve the problems of crime, welfare, and 
overpopulation. Messers Siev and Cheney offer a unique, 
and certainly effective remedy: castration. Kill all 
murderers, castrate all rapists, sterilize all other prison¬ 
ers, and offer $1,000 to welfare recipients who consent 
to sterilization. Price:$l. Subs:$10. Izzy Siev, P.O. 
Box 10, Ozone Park, NY 11417. Loves trading. (8/ 

standard/D TPed/JP) [53] _ 

EXPONENT Vol. 6, #1, March ’97. Extropy maga¬ 
zine will move permanently to the web, with this brief 
newsletter being used to keep people up to date on what 
the Extropy Institute is up to. Lots of photos taken at 
recent parties and news about their plans for the future. 
Max More, Extropy Institute, 13428 Maxella Ave. 
#273, Marina Del Rey, CA 90292 (10/standard/pol- 

ished/RSF) [61]_ 

FINANCIAL CYCLES #86, July ’97. This is a serious 
investor newsletter, created by Tim Bost who looks for 
investment opportunities is his astrological forecasting. 
Featured here is a chart for the Singer sewing machine 
company (based on its founding date, February 20, 
1873). Subs:$144.0 for 13. Timothy Lee Bost, P.O. 
Box 9211, Greenville, SC 29604-9211 (12/standard/ 
rough/RSF) [55] 

THE GATE Vol. 13, #1, July ’97. Well-done little 
zine on UFOs, cryptozoology, ghosts and other fringe 
and fortean events. Strangely enough, it features news- 
clips from such mainstream sources as the AP. I didn’t 
read about this in my local newspaper. This issue is 
particularly timely, covering Roswell, Mars, and Tama¬ 
gotchi. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4. Beth Robbins, P.O. 
Box 43516, Richmond Hgts., OH 44143 (20/digest/ 
DTPed/JP) [56] 

GOLDSTAR Vol. 2, #1, May ’97. An unusual collec¬ 
tion of art, much of it created by juxtaposing found 
images with strange texts. The second one has a more 
surreal texture to it, featuring digitally modified pho¬ 
tos. Price:free???. Twinlkes, 1490 Highland Ave. #C, 
Melbourne, FL 32935 (16/standard/rough/RSF) 
INCREDIBLE INQUIRY REVIEW #14. Looking 
for information on time travel, invisibility, or ancient 
secrets? Fry’s got ‘em all for your research and curios¬ 
ity. Lots of short introductions to various things like 
free energy, reincarnation, herbal remedies, and men¬ 
tal healing. He also offers many detailed reports on a 
wide variety of topics. Price:$2. Subs:$12 for 8. Fry’s 
Incredible Inquiries, P.O. Box 67-2207, Garden Val¬ 
ley, ID 83 622 (8/tabloid/rough/RSF) 

THE INQUISITOR #5. A very strange zine that 
covers the unique topics of illicit drugs and white 
slavery. There’s plenty to read here, but much of it is 
made up of reprints. There’s a piece on aphrodisiacs, a 
mainstream article about “gutter punk” from some 


clueless newspaper journalist, a short bio of John 
Holms, and a disturbing piece about the sex slave trade. 
Price:$5 cash. The Inquisitor, 3406 Kensington Ave., 
First Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19134. Loves trading. 
(38/digest/rough/RSF) [60] 

INSTAURATION Vol. 22, #9, August ’97. News, 
articles, and opinions on the subject of race politics. 
This angry publication offers readers a forum for 
spouting their beliefs without the fear of identification 
or embarrassment, while maintaining its position as the 
intellectual vanguard of the Aryan movement. Fea¬ 
tured is a critique of modern art and the second part 
of the history of Bismarck. Price:$4. Subs:$35 for 
12. Howard Allen, Howard Allen Enterprises, Inc., 
Box 76, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920 (32/standard/ 
polished/JP) [56] 

INVERTED-A HORN #18, June ’97. This intriguing 
zine features strong opinions from a Constitutionalist 
viewpoint. More discussions about Waco, presented on 
the heals of the Oklahoma City bombing trial. Amnon 
also discussed the values of his newsletter, “justice, 
freedom, and honor,” within the context of life and 
death. Price:the usual. Amnon & Aya Katz, Inverted A 
Horn, 401 Forest Hill, Grand Prairie, TX 75051. Loves 
trading. (1 0/standard/rough/RSF) [55] 

MAGONIA #60, August ’97. Excellent skeptics’ pub¬ 
lication dealing with UFOs, urban legends and the like. 
Unlike the boring publications interested purely in 
debunking, Magonia attempts to get at the causes for 
panics and other spurious information. Just why are 
people gullible enough to believe some of this shit? This 
issue attempts to answer that question. Price:$4. Subs:$13 
for 4. John Rimmer, John Dee Cottage, 5 James 
Terrace, Mortlake Churchyard, London, SW14 8HB, 
U.K. Loves trading. (16/euro-standard/DTPed/JP) [60] 
MALEFACT #4, April ’97. Boy, this is slick. This 
hefty zine is driven by well drawn but very naughty 
comix. Just be prepared for cock spurting, shit eating 
and severed body parts. Some fiction is included and a 
Kids Korner listing such newsworthy incidents as a 10- 
year-old charged with raping a 4 year-old girl. If you 
like your sexual fantasies Industrial strength, Malefact 
is your type of zine. Price:$5. Sandra Smiroldo, P.O. 
Box 464, Alexandria, VA 22313-0464. Selective trades. 
(64/standard/polished/RSF) [59] 

THE NECROEROTIC #6, Spring ’97. For news and 
tales of necrophilia, there’s nothing else out there like 
the NecroErotic. Our editor got word of a 59-year old 
Belgian necrophiliac (via Reuters) but was unable to get 
any more information due to massive language barriers. 
This issue also features a bit of fiction from A.D. 
Winans. Price:$1.75. John, P.O. Box 92303, Warren, 
MI 48092 (16/standard/rough/RSF) [61] 
OTHERWISE #5. A brief zine about walk-ins and 
UFOs. An article from the Ever-Greener about a wacky 
cult was reprinted. Evidently some time traveling aliens 
got stuck in Eugene and need money to get home. Best 
line? “Many different souls come and go (in one body) 
during a 24 hour period. One likes to sleep, and it 
gets a morning shift. One likes to play bass, and it 
comes in around 2 a.m. to jam.” Price:SASE. Tucker 
Estron, 1001 Cooper Point Rd. SW, Suite 140-234, 
Olympia, WA 98502. Selective trades. (8/digest/rough/ 
CWB) 

POO POO MAGAZINE #17. M.C. Caucasian Pimp 
and his cast of angry writers compose venomous Satan¬ 
ic essays and hateful misanthropic rants. I like the piece 
that explains how to be a rock star, which explores the 
stupid depravity of rock music. Another good piece 
explores scapegoating by zine publishers. Best of all is 
the tour of the underside of Burlington, done with much 
spite and malice. Price:$3 cash. Subs:$10 for 4. Purg¬ 
ing Talon Publishing, P.O. Box 8131, Burlington, VT 
05402. Selective trades. (36/half-legal/polished/RSF) [61] 
THE PROBE Vol. 3, #2, 1997. The Probe still covers 
the usual unusual territory of conspiracies, secret gov¬ 
ernments, and suppressed technologies. This issue is 
mostly familiar government conspiracies (votescam, 
the Octopus, CIA crackdowns, new diseases) with a 
few truly strange things (UFOs and Danny Casalaro, 
and a first-person account of being “a Martian Scien¬ 
tist-Priest in Atlantis”). Price:$6. Subs:$25 for 4. 
Alexander Horvat, Argus Research Foundation, P.O. 
Box 99, Kempton, IL 60946 (100/standard/DTPed/JP) 

[61] __ 

THE RAY X X-RAYER #11, August ’97. Ray X 
reports on the freethinkers of the world. Man, is AOL 
screwing Ray. Are we surprised? No. Ray, dump 
AOHell. They are the Anti-Christ and your family tree 
for Steve Case just goes to prove it. Plus the psycholog¬ 


ical effects of the Hale-Bopp comet and run-ins with 
local white trash. Price:$1 Cash. Subs:$3 for 6. Box- 
holder, P.O. Box 2, Plattsburgh, NY 12901-0002. 
Loves trading. (22/standard/rough/JP) [54] 

SO WHAT? #15, Spring ’97. Rev. Groovy G., a self- 
confessed refuge from an Xtian cult, produces a twisted 
publication of detourned Chick comix, pro-TV raves, 
and an overwhelming obsession with the subliminal 
Satanic messages of Bil Keane’s “Family Circus.” Rev. 
Groovy G. has also unleashed Volume 2. of the Best of 
so what? and a detournment of Jack Chick’s Big 
Daddy. Price:the usual. Rev. Groovy G., P.O. Box 
378, Richmond, VA 23218-0378. Loves trading. (12/ 
digest/rough/JP) [55] 

SPACE AND SECURITY NEWS Vol. 14, #1, March 
’97. An unusual publication with an anti-space explora¬ 
tion bent. Stranger still is its companion publication, 
Christianity in Action , which seems a bit fundamental¬ 
ist in nature. Security News critiques the dangers of 
plutonium-powered satellites, while CiA explains how 
capitalism runs contrary to the teachings of Jesus. 
Subs:$25 for 4. Dr. Robert Bowman, Inst, for Space 
and Security Studies, 5115 S. A1A Highway #201, 
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951 (16/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

[57] _ 

THE STARK FIST OF REMOVAL #45, April 1 
B.X. The official magalog of SubGenius[tm] products, 
services and events. This is it! Less than a year until X 
day, when the only religion with an expiration date will 
expire. There’s a run-down on the final drill and the 
morons at Heaven’s Gate. Price:$l. Ivan Stang, The 
SubGenius Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 140306, Dal¬ 
las, TX 75214. Loves trading. (32/standard/DTPed/JP) 

[53] _ 

STRANGE MAGAZINE #18, Summer ’97. Big, slick, 
and glossy—but we still love it because they report on 
such interesting stuff. With this the tenth anniversary of 
publishing, the top ten strange phenomena of the last 
decade are profiled. Plus encounters with Death (as a 
physical being), cryptozoology and the Thunderbird. 
Price:$7.95. Subs:$21.95 for 4. Mark Chorvinsky, 
Strange Magazine, P.O. Box 2246, Rockville, MD 
20847 (72/standard/professional/JP) [59] 

SUPER LEMON #2, March ’97. This UFO-themed 
issue has good but brief histories of the MIB and the 
government conspiracies to cover up the truth whatever 
it is. Roundup of bizarre news facts covers, among 
other things, the Bulgarian president’s supposed refusal 
to greet alien dignitaries. Price:$2. John Lucas, P.O. 
Box 74015, Hillcrest RPO, Vancouver, BC V5V 5C8, 

Canada (2 0/digest/DTPed/CWB) _ 

TRUTH SEEKER Vol. 124, #1. Started back in 1873, 
this magazine is thick with ideas that are free from the 
restraints of religion or government. The theme for this 
issue, “consider the source,” leaves a lot of room for 
interpretation, but many of the articles explore medi¬ 
cine and alternative forms of healing. It’s an intriguing 
group of articles, especially for a publication aligned 
with Secular Humanism. Price:$10. Subs:$20 for 2. 
Bonnie Lange, Truth Seeker Company, P.O. Box 
28550, San Diego, CA 92198 (96/standard/profession- 

al/RSF) [59]_ 

UNDERWORLD #1, August ’97. Like his last collec¬ 
tion, Dirty Cop Comic, this new one also shows cops 
portrayed in a less-than-flattering light. Perhaps this 
exaggeration of the proverbial bad cop will alter the 
perception of folks who think cops can do no wrong. 
Rather then “protect and serve” the cops here rape 
and murder. Paul Brown, P.O. Box 1048, Water¬ 
ford, CT 06385. Selective trades. (20/digest/rough/ 

RSF) [57] _ 

THE WALTER MITTEY PAPERS #24, Winter ’97. 
Brief tips on surviving the collapse of civilization and 
maintaining personal privacy. The piece on evading 
dogs was quite interesting and dispels many common 
myths perpetuated by Hollywood. Also notes on better 
thieving, the End Times, and the precarious position of 
our food supply. Price:SASE/50C. Subs:$3 for 6. James 
M. Dakin, P.O. Box 221, Collinsville, OK 74021- 
0221. Loves trading. (2/standard/rough/CWB) [59] 
WORLD DOMINATION REVIEW #24, Autumn 
’97. WDR collects the strangest assortment of weird¬ 
ness, all with an eye on the follies of our government 
and a healthy dose of paranoia. This one has lots of stuff 
that seemed to have come from the Internet, “top ten 
signs that your cat is really an alien,” the secret origins 
of the U.S. standard railroad gage, and a list of Bart 
Simpson’s blackboard punishments. Price:$l. Subs:$4 
for 4. Larry Taylor, P.O. Box 823, Madison, WI 
53701-0823 (8/standard/DTPed/RSF) [59] 
































PUBLISHING 


Are you a zine publisher? Are you a writer or 
cartoonist? Check out this section for zines 
that review other zines (like Factsheet Five) 
and offer tips about getting into print. 

4-Amusing Yourself to Death 4 

A Monthly Small-Press Resource 

#5, July ’97. In the past six months, since the beginning of the year, Zine 
World published two issues, Factsheet Five published one issue, but Ruel 
Gaviola has come on strong and published five issues of his review zine. Ruel 
only reviews about 50 zines in each issue (compared with 300 for ZW and 
2,000 for F5 If62) but the reviews are detailed, informative, and enjoyable to 
read. I particularly like the introductory section, listing zine news, upcoming 
festivals, and zine library listings. Instead of putting all the “Zines of the 
Month” at the beginning, he arranged them alphabetically with the rest of the 
zines, but highlighted the titles so you can easily find them. In this issue he 
included an interview with Neil Postman who wrote the anti-TV book, 
Amusing Ourselves to Death that inspired Ruel to start this zine. It should keep 
you busy while you’re waiting for the next issue of F5. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines books comics/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$20 for 12 
issues. Ruel Gaviola, P.O. Box 91934, Santa Barbara, CA 93190-1934— 
Email: rgaviola@aol.com (22 pages/xerox/standard/rough/RSF) 

4 Black Badger 4 

#1. I’m really excited about this new review zine. The staff put together really 
long discussions of critical new books from AK Press, Calibre, and 
Autonomedia. The two titles relating to Murray Bookchin were my favorites. 
The anonymous reviewer takes exception to Bookchin’s politics and his status 
as a spokesperson for anarchism. Carla Herzblut then offers her opinions of 
San Francisco’s bi community. After finding a warm initial welcome, she was 
soon disappointed to find that most activists are more interested in a glitzy 
consumerist lifestyle than in dedicated anarchist work. Tundra Wizard adds 
diversity to the issue with a sharp look at the Tao Te Ching and the difficulties 
of its translation. No trades/reviews zines books. Black Badger, P.O. Box 
508, Berkeley, CA 94701-0508 (40 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

Broken Pencil 

The Guide to Alternative Publications in Canada 

#5, Summer ’97. Broken Pencil is a comprehensive overview of Canadian 
zines and alternative publications. Along with the 40 pages of zine reviews, 
there’s lots of fine writing here. I’m particularly pleased with Hal’s overview 
of malaise culture and the literature of the depressed; it’s certainly a vital topic 
these days, and well represented in zines. He starts off with a long essay which 
searches for the causes of this malaise by interviewing zine publishers who 
seem to relish their depression. Zine publishers, zine readers, and cultural 
anthropologists will certainly enjoy this one. He follows that up with a 
selection of writing from zines and a collection of zine reviews called the “best 
of the depressed.” The design is really fun, using lots of comics and stuff 
reprinted from the zines they review. No trades/reviews zines comics/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$12 for 3 issues. Hal Niedzviec- 
ki, P.O. Box 203, Station P, Toronto, ON M5S 2S7, Canada—Email: 
halpen@interlog.com—URL: http://www.interlog.com/-halpen/ (72 pages/ 
bound newsprint/standard/polished/RSF) 

Comic Book Heaven 

tf 5. A wacky celebration of comic book lore that draws on the most bizarre 
(and creative) issues of decades gone by. The printing and design are 
wonderful and include covers, panels, and even sample ads from the old days. 
It’s not all Golden Age treasures though. The story of the U.S.-sponsored 
international comics tour was fascinating. Scott was there for all 30 days and 
tells us what it was like to meet Jack Kirby, Mike Grell, and the snooty Bill 
Watterson. The real treat though is when Scott starts rummaging through his 
collection to find the funniest super hero yarns of all time. It’s wizards from 
the 64th century and surprise Bob Hope appearances (not to mention a sense 
of humor) that so many modern comics are missing. Selective trades/reviews 
books comics. Price:$2. Scott Saavedra, P.O. Box 2363, Saratoga, CA 
95070-0363—Email: scottjava@aol.com—URL: http://members.aol.com/ 
scottjava/home.html (24 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

The Comics Journal 

The Magazine of Comics News & Criticism 

ff 196, June ’97. With its vital news and definitive interviews. The Comics 
Journal is required reading for industry folks and fans alike. It’s hard to keep 
up with everything, but The Journal always presents detailed news about the 
latest industry trends. On the front page (so to speak) are the problems at 
Kitchen Sink and Dennis Kitchen’s battle to keep the press alive. After the 
problems with Capital, The Crow: City of Angels, and now shareholders who 
are threatening to pull the plug, Dennis Kitchen is trying to get some fast 
money to buy back his company and keep things going. In other bad news Jules 
Feiffer has left the Village Voice. The higher ups wanted to cut his salary 
(essentially fire him), but still keep running his comic at the standard syndicate 


fee. Feiffer refused and is now looking for a new publication to carry his strip 
in New York. The big news for zine publishers is that Ira Stohl and Kristina 
Hjelstad of The Newsstand have been awarded $1.3 million in a wrongful 
prosecution case stemming from their 1995 battle to sell Answer Me! No 
trades/reviews books comics/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$6. 
Subs:$18.50 for 6 issues. Tom Spurgeon, The Comics Journal, 7563 Lake 
City Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115 (112 pages/bound newsprint/standard/ 
professional/RSF) 

4 Counterpoise 4 

For social responsibilities, liberty, and dissent 

tt\, January ’97. A fascinating resource guide to underground, politically 
oriented press that encourages librarians to expand their holdings. Similar to 
Factsheet Five, the many pages of Counterpoise are filled with reviews of 
media that often falls below the radar of libraries. Unlike Factsheet Five this 
is more of a selective list, but because they hand-pick everything in here, it 
allows the editors to write fairly substantial reviews. They mostly cover print 
media like zines and books, but this premier issue also has special sections on 
economics, political science, aboriginal Australia, and music. Recommended 
primarily (and highly) to librarians who are fans of Factsheet Five. No trades/ 
reviews zines books comics videos music/submissions wanted. Subs:$25 for 
4 issues. Counterpoise, 1716 SW Williston Road, Gainesville, FL 32608— 
Email: willett@afn.org (66 pages/offset/standard/polished/RSF) 

4 Creative Screenwriting 4 

Vol. 4, #2. The best source for ideas and inspiration for the film screenwriter. 
Composed primarily of interviews with leading screenwriters, but it also 
features informative and insightful articles on related topics. This issue 
focuses on the adaptation of books into screenplays with some really hot 
interviews. They talked with Frank Darabont (who wrote Shawshank 
Redemption), Eric Roth (who wrote Forrest Gump), and Kevin Smith (writer/ 
director of Clerks). There’s also a great piece on Elmore Leonard that 
explores how Leonard and others have adapted his many books to the screen. 
On the business side of things Ron Suppa explained what’s involved in 
securing adaptation rights. At ten bucks, it’s sadly priced for folks in the 
industry, which is a shame cuz I’m sure there are lots of film buffs who would 
enjoy reading it. Price:$9.50. Subs:$34.95. Creative Screenwriting, 6404 
Hollywood Blvd. Suite 415, Los Angeles, CA 90028—Email: 
ErikPSC@aol.com (128 pages/perfect-bound/journal/professional/RSF) 

4 Dead Trees Review 4 

The Little Magazine Long on Reading 

#1, July ’97. This simple zine features short, informative book reviews on a 
wide range of works. In this issue, The Scapegoat Generation: America's War 
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on Adolescents is considered, along with When Corporations Rule the World , 
Jules Verne’s Paris in the Twentieth Century and Po Bronson’s The First $20 
Million is Always the Hardest. Price:$l /Paul Lappen, P.O. Box 386, Manchester, 
CT 06045—Email: plappen@ntplx.net (12 pages/digest/rough/MLW) 

♦ Editor & Writer+ 

The Journal for Professional Feature Editors & Writer 

Vol. 1, #3, June ’97. A great new magazine that explores the inside world of 
real-life magazine production. It’s very much like Folio, except this one is for 
the hands-on magazine editor, while Folio covers the business/management 
end of things. At $39 for a subscription it’s kinda expensive, but it’s a 
fascinating look at what really goes on behind the scenes. It starts off with a 
vital news section that reports on all that’s been happening in the industry. 
Surprisingly, the “Judgements” section seems most interesting, reporting 
details on the Fine Print bankruptcy, Fred Dodsworth’s suit against Beer 
magazine, and Staci Bonner winning a sex discrimination suit against Bob 
Guccione, Jr. and Spin. Speaking of Spin , the “Buyouts” section describes the 
buyout of Spin by the publishers of Vibe . Unfortunately no dollar figure was 
reported. The bulk of the magazine is devoted to profiles of industry leaders. 
It’s much more interesting than you’d imagine (at least to me) where the top 
guns offer advice and tips for successful magazine publishing. What I like 
most about E&W is its non-business, pro-reporting emphasis. While I 
wouldn’t say they have a leftist or radical bias, they did explore how the 
decrease in crime hasn’t been reported in the newspapers and on TV. Another 
notable piece is on Computerworld’s code of ethics that carves in stone an 
explicit separation of editorial and advertising. Now that’s something I’d like 
to see all magazines do. Order by phone at: 800-477-8088. No trades/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$6.95. Subs:$39 for 6 issues. Editor & 
Writer, 526 Boston Post Rd., Wayland, MA 01778-1833—Email: 
zotta@bluedolphin.com (64 pages/perfect-bound/standard/professional/RSF) 

4 The Gila Queen’s Guide to Markets 4 

#83, Winter ’96/’97. Did you ever see those annual guidebooks to writers’ 
markets? They’re similar to the work that Kathryn does, only her publication 
is much more focused and up to date. She delivers extensive, detailed listings 
of many small-press publishers, explaining their pay scale, what they are most 
looking for, and just as importantly, what they are not looking for. This issue 
looks heavily into the market for visual arts, including photos, illustrations, 
greeting cards, and comic strips. Elsewhere are listings for erotica, fiction 
anthologies, collectors’ publications, book reviews, and cookbooks. It’s like 
getting the complete writer’s guidelines for over 100 periodicals all under one 
cover. Crucial for writers and artists trying to break into the business. No 
trades/prints letters. Price:$5. Subs:$34 for 12 issues. Kathryn Ptacek, P.O. 
Box 97, Newton, NJ 07860-0097—Email: k.ptacek@genie.com (24 pages/ 
offset/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

Indy 

The guide to alternative comix and film 
#17, November ’96. While the interviews are nowhere near as long as in The 
Comics Journal, nor do they print as many comic reviews as FactsheetFive, 
Indy has grown to become the leading source for information on independent¬ 
ly produced comics. Three interviews this time—Shannon Wheeler of Too 
Much Coffee Man, David Lapham of Stray Bullets, and Kevin Smith and 
Scott Mosier, the creators of Clerks, Mallrats, and Chasing Amy. Lots of 
other stuff to, like Joe Zabel’s report on the Small-press Expo, Chris 
Waldron’s discussion of Harvey Pekar, and Donald Ault’s deconstruction of 
the comic book format. No trades/reviews books comics videos/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 6 issues. Jeff Mason, Alternative 
Press, Inc., 611 NW 34th Drive, Gainseville, FL 32607-2429-Email: 
jmason@gator.net—URL: http://www.indyworld.com/altpress (56 pages/ 
bound newsprint/standard/professional/RSF) 

4lnks4 

Cartoon and Comic Art Studies 

#1, Feb. ’94. This is a high-quality, academic examination of the comic arts 
with books and exhibitions also reviewed. It is unfortunate that the magazine 
does not do color reDroductions, though. It is hard to just read about 
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“extraordinarily intense” color. The lead article is on the Batman saga Arkham 
Asylum. I found writer Lucy Rollin’s dissection of the story and identification 
of the Freudian aspects very enlightened. However, I was drawn so deeply 
into her piece, that I must make some observations. One panel that’s examined 
shows a collage of the villain’s (Amadeus Arkham) 1920 trip to Europe. Jung 
is simply identified without noting his contemporary Freud who had his own 
theories of archetypes. I think these facts would add to the illumination of the 
story. Then there is “a criminal named Aleister Crowley.” Surely, Ms. Rollin 
could tie in Crowley as an explorer of the nether regions of consciousness who 
also lost his sanity. For that matter, why was the Lovecraft connection of the 
name Arkham never touched on? No trades/reviews books. Price:$8. 
Subs:$20. University Press, 180 Presey Hall, 1070 Camack Rd., Columbus, 
OH 43210-1 002 (52 pages/standard/professional/TOM) _ 

Laughing Bear Newsletter 

#98, July ’97. Much of this issue covers the discussions that have been popping 
up on the PMA email list—a highly trafficked email listserve where 
independent publishers can trade tips and advice on publishing. The biggest 
response was caused by Jerrold Jenkin’s list of reasons why small publishers 
fail. It’s not kind, especially to publishers who lack deep pockets or view 
publishing as a hobby, not a job. Many people responded to the post, including 
Suzanne D’Avalon who directly addressed Jerrold’s complaints with uplifting 
comments. Any publisher (whether they’re a member of the PMA or not) can 
join this email list. For more information, check out http://www.pma- 
online.org No trades/reviews zines books. Price:SASE. Subs:$12 for 12 
issues. Tom Person, P.O. Box 613322, Dallas, TX 75261-3322—Email: 
laughingbr@aol.com—URL: http://members.aol.com/laughingbr (3 pages/ 
xerox/standard/rough/RSF) 

4 The Magbag4 

Vol. 4, #8, August ’97. If you love Marty’s Fishwrap, but find his new format 
too magaziney, then you should totally check out The Magbag. It’s a simple 
four-page newsletter with a humorous take on the latest trends in the magazine 
industry. I’m not quite sure if Mike runs a magazine newsstand or just has a 
huge passion for magazines. Wherever it comes from, it’s a really fun read. 
He starts off this one with a comparison of 11 different magazines, breaking 
them down to price per page (though he doesn’t break it down to price per non¬ 
advertising page). Then it’s on to a funny feature called “things we learned 
this month by reading magazines” where he culls strange factoids that he 
picked up in this month’s crop of magazines. Serious magazine junkies will 
enjoy his list of magazines that were recently launched. Oh, and they also 
review this cool new book called TheFactsheetFiveZineReader. Price:free???. 
Mike Oelrich, City News, Inc., 4013 N. Milwaukee Suite 442, Chicago, IL 
60641 (4 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/12 times a year/RSF) 

♦ Media Diet + 

Spring ’97. Always looking for something new. Heath Row started up this 
new publication as a way of critiquing the mainstream media. This one, 
devoted to zines, zine publishing, and grassroots media, is filled with 
thoughtful essays that explore the current state of zines. Heath wrote up an 
extensive history of zines which is very informative and includes an extensive 
bibliography of works cited in the article. Probably my favorite section is 
Jerod Pore’s overview of the current state of science fiction fanzines and the 
accompanying response from Andy (Spent Brass) Hooper. It’s a great series 
that explores the many facets of science fiction fanzines and the role Factsheet 
Five plays. Other pieces include Mark Fraunfelder’s essay on “Cheap 
Memes,” Jen Angel’s overview of punk zine distribution, and Heath’s piece 
on Mike Diana. I think some of these essays were reprinted from other 
sources, but unfortunately Heath didn’t include those details. I would really 
like to know which are reprinted are which were written originally for Media 
Diet. No trades/reviews zines books/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Heath 
Row, P.O. Box 441915, Somerville, MA 02144-1915—Email: 
kalel@well.com—URL: http://wild-turkey.acns.nwu.edu/~hrow/ (96 pag¬ 
es/xerox/mini/ raw/RSF) 

4 Media Diet Review 4 

August ’97. Heath Row gave up writing reviews for Zine World. Even 
though he contributed more reviews than any other contributor, he was 
dismayed to find his considerate and supportive voice being drowned out by 
the more aggressive and negative reviewers. I’m glad to find that Heath hasn’t 
changed his reviewing style and still wants to be supportive of the zines he 
reviews. Instead of continuing writing for Zine World he did what most any 
other zine publisher would do—he started up his own zine review zine. Unlike 
Media Diet, this one is all reviews. If you want to read zine commentary and 
discussions, get Media Diet (but if you ask me, I think you should get both). 
Thoughtful, constructive reviews of Crank, Doris, Gumption, Semibold, 
White Buffalo Gazette, and plenty of other more obscure publications that 
never made it into FactsheetFive. Loves trading/reviews zines books comics. 
Price:$l. Heath Row, P.O. Box 441915, Somerville, MA 02144-1915- 
Email: kalel@well.com—URL: http://wild-turkey.acns.nwu.edu/~hrow/ (6 
pages/xerox/standard/raw/RSF) 

Obscure Publications 

#40, August ’97. Lots to report on this time—no surprise that it’s mostly zine- 
related books. The main feature is on all that happened in conjunction with the 
recent American Booksellers Association Convention. For the most part the 
mainstream book trade is still ignoring zines (and zine books along with them), 














but the NewCity , a local alternative weekly, held a panel discussion of the old 
sell-out issue. Lots of zine publishers were there, sadly I wasn’t one of them. 
Jim reprinted lots that was discussed and how many of those in attendance 
were disinterested in the sell-out debate. I have to interject one thing here. 
Whenever I’m interviewed by someone from the mainstream media they 
inevitably bring up the sell-out topic. I find it quite curious that the mainstream 
media is so interested in the sell-out debate and I figure they simply use it to 
disparage zines and create hostility between publishers. I’m sorry but the 
enemy is not some lowly zine publisher who gets a few bucks for their hard 
work. It’s the fuckin’ corporations like Time/Warner and Cap Cities that own 
90% of the media in this country—controlling it and manipulating it to their 
own profitable gains. Anyway, back to the review... At the same time as the 
ABA conference, was a zine fest. In attendance was D.B. VelVeeda who 
reported on all that happened. Finishing up this issue is “The Factsheet Five 
Watch.” Jim printed parts from Bob Black’s recent screed about Factsheet 
Five and then offered rational commentary on Black’s oftentimes reactionary 
stance. Jim finished up by adding “and what have you done for the ‘scene’ 
lately, Bob, other than turn in a zine publisher on bogus drug charges?” 
Required reading for those who don’t lurk alt.zines. Loves trading/reviews 
zines books/prints letters. Price:$l & stamp. Subs:$5 for 5 issues. Jim 
Romenesko, 45 S. Albert St. S. # 1, St. Paul, MN 55105—Email: 
obscure@primenet.com—URL: http://www.primenet.comT obscure (8 pages/ 
xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

Rain Taxi 

Review of books 

Vol. 2, #1. There are tons of literary review publications and even more that 
cover books on the side. But if I had to pick just one to get my book news from, 
it would unquestionably be Rain Taxi. They cover a wide range of small-press 
publishers and genres, offering long critiques to give the reader a real sense 
of the books. Loved the reviews of the Isaac Babel memoir, the erotic Aureole, 
and the pantheon of surrealist books published by Atlas. This issue had two 
special features as well. One was a rare interview with Miroslav Holub from 
the Czech Republic and the other was a highly entertaining piece about 
bibliomania, books on bibliomania, and the plague of bibliokleptism. No 
trades/reviews books. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Rain Taxi, P.O. Box 3840, 
Minneapolis, MN 55403—Email: raintaxi@bitstream.net (48 pages/bound 
newsprint/standard/polished/CWB) 

-♦-The Small-press Express♦ 

The Adzien of Small-press and Independent Comics 

Vol. 2, #3, Winter ’97. A very useful and generous reviewzine from Elaine 
Oldham which focuses on indie comics and their creators. Not really reviews, 
as each listing includes a short description of the publication, complete contact 
and ordering information, and often a full page from the book so you can really 
get an idea of the creator’s style. Since she reproduces a full page from the 
comic, she’s only able to fit about two listings per 
page. As a result, there’s only about 20 comics 
included in this 16-page issue, but it’s a good cross 
section, including anime, fantasy, humor, action/ 
adventure, horror, and superhero. Each issue also 
includes a publisher index, a convention calendar, 
and some classified ads. Send your comic for 
consideration but the Express does not list “adults 
only” titles. Selective trades/reviews zines books 
comics. Price:$2.50. Subs:$22 for 4 issues. Elaine 
C. Oldham, Dreamlight Graphics, P.O. Box 1263, 

Champaign, IL 61824-1263 (16 pages/xerox/stan- 
dard/DTPed /RSF) _ 

♦ Subscribed 

Potent newsletter marketing ideas to 
help gain new subscribers 

April ’97. Lynn Kerrigan is a one-woman newslet¬ 
ter factory. She publishes four different newslet¬ 
ters—all of which come out very regularly, all of 
which are filled with useful advice and information. 

Who better to produce a newsletter that offers 
advice on marketing newsletters and building sub¬ 
scription lists? While $49 does seem a bit high for 
most skin-of-their-teeth zine publishers, lots of 
second-tier publishers will find plenty in here to 
make it pay for itself many times over. I love how 
she starts off with an “editor’s to-do list” which 
includes things like send out five press releases 
every week and send sample newsletter to catalogs 
that offer similar products. Our pal Edith Flowers 
Kilgo of Creative Downscaling makes an appear¬ 
ance here as she presents lots of good ideas in a two- 
page interview. Other short features include the tips 
for doing a radio interview, building your own 
media list, getting subscribers to renew, and build¬ 
ing your own web site. A four-page sampler is 
available free on request. No trades/reviews zines 
books URLs. Subs:$39 for 4 issues. Lynn Kerrig¬ 


an, Page One, 137 Yost Ave., P.O. Box 156, Spring City, PA 19475—Email: 
PageOnel@aol.com (20 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

T.R.S. 

The Review Sheet 

Vol. 2, #5, July ’97. This tiny reviewzine is surprisingly full of information 
for the indie comix fan. The reviews are split between British and U.S. stuff 
covering a wide variety of comix and comic fanzines. The reviews are short, 
but detailed enough to give you a good idea of what to expect. Peter is more 
critical than most, but tells you when he likes something. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines comics. Price:SAE -I- IRC. Subs:$6 for 12 issues. Peter 
Ashton, MBE Box 123, The Guild, Edgbaston Park Rd., Birmingham, B15 
2TU, U.K.—Email: pca522@bham.ac.uk—URL: http://www.netlink.co.uk/ 
users/caption/ (4 pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) 

-♦-Today’s $85,000 Freelance Writer♦ 

For today's corporate and ad copywriters and freelance 
writers 

Vol. 2, #2, June ’97. Are you sick of zines? Are you sick of never making 
any money on anything you write? Are you sick of losing more money as your 
zine becomes even more popular? Well maybe you should check out Today’s 
$85,000 Freelance Writer, a magazine specifically designed to help you 
make as much money with your writing as possible. I’m not quite sure that 
after reading this magazine you’ll be earning $85,000 a year as a freelancer, 
but if you’re serious about making money as a writer, this is a good source 
for motivation. Gary Mielo explains how to put together a winning resume, 
Catherine Reilly describes “how to use your parental status to network your 
home-based writing business,” and Kathleen Poole reveals how you can get 
started “in the fascinating, potentially lucrative field of healthcare communi¬ 
cations.” No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$4.95. Subs:$23.70 for 6 
issues. Brian S. Konradt, BSK Communications, P.O. Box 543, Oradell, NJ 
07649—Email: bskcom@tiac.net—URL: http://www.tiac.net/users/bskcom 
(32 pages/offset/professional/RSF) 

Underground Zine Scene 

#7, January ’97. John is doing a fantastic job tracking down music zines from 
around the world. I don’t know how he finds the time to write to all these 
publishers, let alone write about their zines. He packs hundreds of reviews in 
here with a heavy emphasis on heavy metal zines and zines produced outside 
the U.S. I’m impressed with his attempt to categorize all these zines by the 
genres of music they cover. A few pages of demo reviews follow the zines, 
focusing mostly on metal/hard rock. The text is a little hard to read with its 
small size, but Underground is required reading for music fanzine fans. 
Loves trading/reviews zines comics videos music/free to prisoners. Price:$2. 
John Ridge, 7300 North Mona Lisa #11168, Tucson, AZ 85741—Email: 
zscene@azstarnet. com—URL: http: //w w w. azstarnet. com/ ~ zscene/uzs 1. htm 
(26 pages/xerox/standard/rough/RSF) 


After you read... 

Dramatic Technique in Fiction 

Your writing will never be the same. We guarantee it\ 


ROBERT BAHR has published 600 articles and many short 
stories in magazines that illustrate his amazing literary virtuos¬ 
ity: Boys ’ Life, Smithsonian, Popular Mechanics, Prevention, 

Glamour, TV Guide, Parade, Negative Capability , and many 
more. He’s also published eight books, including the historical 
novel Least of All Saints (Prentice-Hall). 

Written for the serious, disciplined writer. Dramatic 
Technique takes a unique perspective on plotting, narrative 
voice, perspective, rewriting, character and dialog—the prob¬ 
lems that keep good writing from becoming great literature. 

“What is most helpful about this book’s approach to the 
problems of writing—both fiction and nonfiction—is Bahr’s 
insistence that the writer regard himself not as a writer but as 
theater of the reader’s imagination.... I would recommend it to any aspiring writer and sug¬ 
gest it for classroom use by any instructor of creative writing.” 

—Barry D. Jacobs, Ph.D. Professor of English 
Montclair State University, NJ 

Order Dramatic Technique today: $12.95 + $3.00 s&h—$15.95—from: 
FACTOR PRESS, Dept F, PO Box 8888, Mobile, AL 36689 
VISA, MC call 800-304-0077 



a dramatist writing for the 
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OTHER ZINES 


FOOD WRITER #2, June ’97. An informative news¬ 
letter for writers who specialize in food writing. This 
one is damn useful. Makes me wanna start up my old 
food zine again. She lists plenty of markets, resources 
for writers, magazine listings, Internet resources, in¬ 
dustry trade groups, and food/eating trends. Subs:$30 
for 4. Lynn Kerrigan, Page One, 137 Yost Ave., P.O. 
Box 156, Spring City, PA 19475 (20/standard/DTPed/ 

RSF) [61] _ 

FUNHOUSE #5. A simple zine review zine from the 
publisher of They Won’t Stay Dead. Four pages of 
well-written, insightful reviews and a bonus interview 
with DVH (of Random Shots and Dead Meat). Even 
after reading this review I still don’t think I understand 
DVH or his motivation. Price:$l cash. Brian Johnson, 
11 Werner Rd., Greenville, PA 16125-9434. Loves 
trading. (8/standard/rough/RSF) [58] 

HOLY TEMPLE OF MASS CONSUMPTION #34, 
July ’97. This would be just another reviewzine except 
that Bob seems to be in control. Lots of comic reviews 
and zine reviews that tend to focus on some of the 
stranger things out there. I also liked the web page 
listings, digging up some truly unusual things. Price:$l. 
Wayne Aiken, P.O. Box 30904, Raleigh, NC 27622. 
Loves trading. (13/standard/DTPed/RSF) [58] 

INDY UNLEASHED A short zine review zine that 
focuses primarily on other zine review zines. Does that 
make any sense? He reviewed Funhouse, Small-press 
Review, Obscure Publications, and a few others. This 
was originally created as a supplement to Owen’s other 
zine The Ten Page News. Owen Thomas, P.O. Box 
9651, Columbus, OH 43209 (12/digest/rough/RSF) 
INNER JOURNEYS Vol. 6, #4, Spring ’97. Published 
by the folks at Gateways Books & Tapes, this is the 
Publisher’s Weekly of the small-press. There’s a bit of 
news and gossip, but most of it is devoted to reviews of 
small-press books. They seem to focus on science 
fiction or New Age books, but overall they cover a good 
cross-section of all that’s out there. Price:free to pub¬ 
lishers. Subs:$15 for 4. Iven Lourie, IDHHB, Inc., 
P.O. Box 370, Nevada City, CA 95959 (20/standard/ 
polished/RSF) [59] 


LIBRARIANS AT LIBERTY Vol. 5, #1, June ’97. A 
double issue of LaL which covers a controversial move 
by a Hawaiian library to outsource its book buying and 
selection to a mainland book vendor. There’s also an 
incredible piece that reveals how members of the 
Church of Scientology routinely remove and destroy 
library books that are critical of it. Price:$5. Subs:$10 
for 2. Charles Willett, Crises Press, Inc., 1716 SW 
Williston Road, Gainesville, FL 32608 (31/standard/ 

DTPed/RS F) [60] _ 

LIGHT’S LIST 1996 1997. John took on the daunting 
task of compiling an international listing of over 1100 
small-press magazines that publish poetry, short sto¬ 
ries, and art. Similar to Writer’s Market , except John 
focuses on smaller publications which are more open to 
unknown writers. With so much here it will take you a 
while to get through it all, but it’ll be worth it. Price:$5. 
John Light, The Light House, 29 Longfield Road, 
Tring, Herts, HP23 4DG, U.K. (32/digest/rough/RSF) 

[61] _ 

MSRRT NEWSLETTER Vol. 10, #3, June ’97. A 
vital publication that explores zines and underground 
media, created primarily for librarians, but enjoyable 
by all. Some nice news and tid bits accompany the many 
pages of reviews. Chris told us about his day teaching 
media literacy to teenagers and discussed the pitiful 
outlook for future job prospects. Price:$2. Subs:$15 for 
10. Chris Dodge, MLA/MSRRT, 4645 Columbus Ave. 
S., Minneapolis, MN 55407. Selective trades. (12/ 
standard/DTPed/RSF) [60] 

POWER TOOT ZINES-BY-MAIL CATALOG #5, 
Spring ’97. The folks who publish the zine Power Toot 
also run this comprehensive mail-order zine distro. 
They’re now up to 70 zines including a bunch that have 
never appeared in Factsheet Five. Faves of mine in¬ 
clude Cupsize, Kelp, King Cat, Puberty Strike, Tape 
OP and Nancy’s Magazine. Brian and Heidi, Power 
Toot, P.O. Box 639, Prince Street Station, New York, 
NY 10012 (12/legal/DTPed/RSF) [59] 

SMALL PUBLISHER Vol. 5, #1, May ’97. An 
informative guide for self-publishers which primarily 
focuses on offering business advice for people who 
publish their own books. Right here on the cover is 
Greg (Nothing) Gattuso, accompanied by an article on 


how he turned his zine into a book contract. There’s 
also articles on picking subjects that will sell books and 
creating effective mail-order ad copy. Price:$3. Subs:$10 
for 6. Nigel Maxey, The Small Publisher, P.O. Box 
1620, Pineville, WV 24874-1620 (36/tabloid/profes- 

sional/RSF) [61]_ 

SPAN CONNECTION Vol. 2, #4, April ’97. A vital 
resource to self-publishers and those in the small-press. 
While it’s not cheap, their newsletter is packed full of 
vital information that will certainly help your bottom 
line. Nancy Pearl debunked ten myths that publishers 
have about libraries, Carol Fenster offered advice on 
cookbook marketing, and Gail Leondar-Wright ex¬ 
plained the best way of working with freelance publi¬ 
cists. Price:$8. Subs:$95. SPAN, P.O. Box 1306, 425 
Cedar St., Buena Vista, CO 81211-1306 (20/standard/ 
polished/RSF) [61] 

SUBWAY POSTERS #1, 1997. George started up his 
own zine review publication to add another needed 
voice to the small roster of reviewers. This first issue 
has a good concentration of punk, personal, and sk8 
zines, most of them from Canada. It’s a good first 
effort, especially because it reviews many of the zines 
not covered elsewhere. Still, I miss having page counts 
and sizes to help me decide whether to order or not. 
Price:the usual. George Sweetman, P.O. Box 523, 
Station M, Calgary, AB T2P 2J2, Canada (16/digest/ 

rough/CWB)_ 

TYPOGRAPUNX #1. Typography is a rich topic to 
base a zine on, and Typograpunx just scratches the 
surface. There’s a few tips on layout, profiles of 
favorite fonts, and an interview with the folks at Plazm. 
Hopefully future issues will cover even more, with 
pieces on the historical type designers, and more in- 
depth principles of good layout. Price:$l. Tracy Pick¬ 
le, 15 Churchville Rd. #115-163, Bel Air, MD 21014 
(12/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

THE WARREN STANDARD Vol. 4, #1, 1997. S.D. 
Warren is a paper manufacturer and to promote the use 
of their unique paper grades they put together this 
publication that details their paper and offers examples 
on unique page designs. This one covers corporate 
communications and offers lots of examples of strong 
design. S.D. Warren Company, 225 Franklin St., 
Boston, MA 02110 (standard/professional/RSF) [61] 


MORGAN PUBLISHING 
CAN PRINT YOUR COMIC! 

We are printers of quality alternative & mainstream comics & magazines for 

independent publishers everywhere/ 
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SPACE-AGE 
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Music and zines seem to have a natural affinity 
for one another. Maybe it’s all the free CDs, 
but no one can write about music like a true 
fan. News of the local scene and fanzines 
devoted to specific performers or music styles. 

♦ Abus Dangereux ♦ 

Risque de Retention Urinaire 

#52, September ’97. What sets this French zine apart from most domestic 
titles is that it covers bands who have made their mark overseas but have never 
been written about here. Reading through it makes you stop and realize how 
isolated the U.S. music scene is despite all its purported diversity. There are 
lots of short profiles and interviews with bands from all over as well as a 
unique contact list of French zines, labels, concert announcements, and scene 
info not to be found anywhere else. If you want to actually check out some 
of this stuff, there’s a catalog insert waiting for you right in the middle pages. 
Comes with a full-length CD to acquaint you with even more music. Entirely 
in French. No trades/reviews zines. Price:$5. Abus Dangereux, B.P. 172, 
82001 Montauban Cedex, France (38 pages/offset/euro-standard/profession- 
al/CWB) _ 

Alarm Clock 

Featuring Women in Music 

#32. Still one of the best produced DIY efforts in the music game. Allen 
focuses on women-fronted bands and illustrates all the interviews and profiles 
himself. The writing, production, and artwork are top notch as Allen has been 
publishing for many years. This special world music issue includes an eclectic 
mix of styles. Allen profiles the band Huun-Huur-Tu that utilize throat singing 
and Tuvan melodies in their performance; “The Secret Museum of Mankind” 
that tracked down many traditional songs from old 78s; Slovakia’s Skulpey; 
rock music from Japan; Rasputina; the shakuhachi flute style; Bulgarian scat 
jazz; and loads more from China, Hungary, India, Latin America, and most 
everywhere else that people have recorded their music. No trades/reviews 
zines books comics music. Price:$2. Subs:$6 for 3 issues. Allen Salyer, P.O. 
Box 1551, R oyal Oak, MI 48068-1551 (36pages/xerox/digest/D TPed/CWB) 

+Badaboom Gramophone + 

#2, March ’97. Word has it that Dan Plunkett is working on another issue of 
ND. Until that issue comes out I suggest you get a copy of Badaboom 
Gramaphone. Like ND and Chapel Hill’s Tuba Frenzy, Gramaphone 
covers underground, obscure, avant-garde music that’s typically ignored by 
both the mainstream music press and your typical pop music fanzine. This 
thick zine has writing on a wide variety of topics—both musical and otherwise. 
The main feature here is a lengthy interview with Peter Kotik who conducts 
the S.E.M. Ensemble in New York. This 30-page piece covers Peter’s 
extensive career—how he started composing music at age 19 in Prague up 
through his work with S.E.M. I like the cultural piece even better. Mike Wolf 
and Roi Colbert discuss the origins of Flying Nun Records and try to uncover 
why the tiny nation of New Zealand is responsible for such incredible pop 
music. Another standout includes Jonathan Waks’s analysis of Star Wars and 
how short a time frame the entire trilogy occurred in. There’s also a discussion 
about touring, an appreciation of Swans early recordings, and a look at pop 
songs that were recently used in corporate TV commercials. It comes with a 
bonus CD featuring tracks from Peter Kotik, Crawling with Tarts, Azusa 
Plane, Juneau, and others. Price:$6. Badaboom Grapmophone, P.O. Box 
204, Leonia, NJ 07605—Email: badabinh@aol.com (127 pages/perfect- 
bound/digest/polished/2 times a year/RSF) 

BB Gun 

#3,1997. A giant publication that’s heavily influenced by the older New York 
punk scene and all the folks who sprang from it. The feature interview is with 
Lydia Lunch and she talks about the days of Stiv Bators, her spoken word 
touring, and her falling out with Nick Cave. We also get short chats with Kaz, 
Jayne (formerly Wayne) County, the Red Aunts, Shonen Knife, Clem Burker, 
Sleater-Kinney, and Billy Childish. Lots of Richard Kern photography 
throughout as always. It’s hard to imagine a better lineup than this one. No 
trades/reviews books music/prints letters. Price:$5. Bob Bert, BB Gun 
Publishing, P.O. Box 5074, Hoboken, NJ 07030 (88 pages/offset/standard/ 
polished/CWB)_ 

The Big Takeover 

Music with a Heart 

#40. This may very well be the pinnacle of the indie pop music scene. It’s an 
unbelievably huge publication that checks in at over 200 pages. But what is 
a page count without the right material to fill it? Fortunately, even at this size, 
The Big Takeover never bogs down. Smaller bands are given single page 
profiles, while featured artists like Bad Religion, Robert Smith, the Buzzcocks, 
and Mark Eitzel, have longer interviews. Great piece by Michael Ackerman 
on the slump in record sales and the industry-wide shakeup and a good article 
on Ian MacKaye that intersperses his myriad views with his Fugazi lyrics. The 
monster-sized music review section sustains itself across 80 pages. It’s packed 


with bands you’ve never heard of, new releases by big name favorites, and 
crazy reissues that deserve a second reign. Wonderfully comprehensive and 
entertaining. No trades/reviews music/prints letters. Price:$4.50. Subs:$16 
for 4 issues. Jack Rabid, 249Eldridge St. #14, New York, NY 10002-1345- 
Email : j rabid@aol. com—URL: http: //members. aol. com/bigtake/index .html 
(208 pages/bound newsprint/standard/professional/CWB) 

Brain Damage 

The International Pink Floyd Magazine 

#40, June ’97. This glossy magazine covers everything Roger Waters and 
other current and ex-members of Pink Floyd are up to these days. The 
highlight is an insightful interview with Malcom Jones who produced the Syd 
Barrett solo sessions back in 1969. He recently documented this event in his 
self-published booklet, The Making of The Madcap Laughs. Another great 
piece, complete with color photos, is Elliot Tayman’s memories of seeing the 
Animals tour at Madison Square Garden. Surprisingly there’s nothing about 
the Dark Side/Wizard ofOz connection. Maybe next time? Selective trades/ 
reviews zines music URLs/prints letters. Price:$5. Subs:$28 for 6 issues. Jeff 
Jenson, Brain Damage, P.O. Box 109, Westmont, IL 60559—Email: 
bdmag@aol.com—URL: http://www.brain-damage.com (32 pages/offset/ 
standard/professional/RSF) 

The Burr 

B/uegrass and Traditional Music in New York City 

Spring ’97. Sure, Lori is a big fan of bluegrass and country music. But she 
obviously sees the humor in it as well. Her list of “25 Country Songs You Wish 
Never Happened” was a real gem. Remember Kinky Friedman’s “Ride ‘em 
Jewboy,” or George Jones’s “Wino the Clown,” or how about the very 
spirited “Bangin’ the Brown Eye”? It all makes me wish I had grown up with 
less hammer dulcimer and more AM radio. Then Lori helps us create our own 
daffy lyrics by choosing each line from a long series. Judging by the 
aforementioned titles, it wouldn’t surprise me if Lori pulled these words from 
real C&W songs. Timely reporting on the traditional music scene with music, 
zine, and show reviews. No trades/reviews zines. Price:$l???. Subs:$10. 
Lori Key, P.O. Box 443, Cooper Station, New York, NY 10276-0443— 
Email: the.burr@mindspring.com (24 pages/xerox/brochure/DTPed/CWB) 

+ C.I.L.L.+ 

Lunachicks zine 

#1, May ’97. Kim assembles a mighty collection of material on her favorite 
band in the world—the Lunachicks. It’s filled with reprints from all over and 
includes interviews, shows, pictures, press notes, reviews, a discography, 
and band history. The assembly is a bit rough and there seems to be very little 
original material, but if you’re a big fan of the band, you’ll love it anyway. 
Loves trading/reviews music/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Kim Hart, 889 
Broad River Dr., Beaufort, SC 29902 (51 pages/xerox/standard/raw/CWB) 

Cafe Eighties 

Yesterday's Grinds and What's Brewing in Your Mind Today 

Vol. 5, #1. This is a much improved issue with a tighter focus on the eighties 
scene and better personal writing. On the music front, there’s a profile of the 
Tunes Company that takes old vinyl records and recycles them as notebook 
covers, lamps, magnets, and other household gadgetry. Then there’s a chat 
with Oglio Records front man who is re-releasing lots of old ’80s standards 
on CD, and short bits with Nick Heyward, Brooke Shields, and Greg Kihn. 
From the pit of dating angst, Mike Scott explains his miserable track record 
and the absurd circumstances of dating from the office pool. It’s as if the gods 
are sending him a message of celibacy and lonely nights. If you were around 
to remember Trio’s hit before it became a TV ad, you’ll be in retro-heaven. 
Loves trading/reviews zines books music/submissions wanted. Price:$5. 
Subs:$18 for 4 issues. Kimberly Brittingham, 1562 First Ave. Suite 180, New 
York, NY 1 0028 (36 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

♦ Can’t Spell Bliss Without the BL + 

February ’97. The band Bad Livers had their truest fan in Katrina Powers. 
She devotes most of her zine to this recently defunct Texas trio that played their 
own blend of crazy hillbilly music. She writes extended stories about all the 
Bad Livers shows she saw as well as loving profiles of the members. All this 
praise comes gushing right off the page, heartfelt and very sincere. Then she 
turns to the broader topic of bluegrass music, and writes a short history of its 
development and how it influenced the Livers. Finally in the last segment she 
describes changing rail plans to catch one more show by the band, one of the 
last before they fell apart. Selective trades. Price:$3. Katrina Powers, 2904 
West Ave., Austin, TX 78705 (48 pages/xerox/digest/raw/CWB) 

Chunklet 

#12. Chunklet is in essence just a music fanzine, but one that features an 
abundance of compelling writing that actually says something new about 
music. This one is called Chunklet In Space and features a fabulous 
collection of articles about electronic and Moog music. Our old pal Malcolm 
Riviera wrote up a fascinating history of the electronic music synthesizer. He 
starts but describing the revolutionary work of Robert Moog and then 
explained how Japanese digital synthesizers changed everything in the early 
’80s. Accompanying that piece are lengthy essays on Krautrock and Krau- 
trock books. Jezz Thorpe explored the history and importance of Can, Neu, 
Kraftwerk, and Amon Duul. When you get tired of reading about atmospheric 
electronic music, you can read Mark Stelmach’s tips for scamming your way 
into sold-out arena events. He detailed four methods of getting past the ticket 
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taker but left out my favorite—passing a crisply folded U.S. banknote to the 
person at the gate. Another fun piece is the list of lame ass things about 
drummers (like “sweat bands” and “playing shirtless”) and a list of cool things 
for drummers to do (like “trashing your kit” and “spitting fire”). At ten bucks 
it’s not cheap, but it comes with a great CD with cuts from Man or Astroman, 
Six Finger Satellite, Hurl, Azusa Plane, and many others. Loves trading/ 
reviews zines music/prints letters. Price:$9.95. Henry H. Owings, P.O. Box 
2814, Athens, GA 30612-0814—Email: h2owings@aol.com (74 pages/ 
offset/standard/professional/RSF) 

CLE 

#5. This issue of CLE focuses on the more contemporary Cleveland music 
scene, covering bands that you can catch playing in clubs around town. I’m 
really surprised at how many appear this issue. There are short articles about 
My Dad is Dead, Craw, Backmonkeys, Red Giant, Satan’s Satellites, Cruel, 
Cruel Moon, and The Revelers. There’s also a 
great collection of interviews with the folks behind 
some of Cleveland’s local record labels. They 
talked with guys from Cambodia Records, Sonic 
Swirl Records, Flexovit Records, and Carcrash 
Records. I particularly enjoyed the lengthy ex¬ 
cerpts from Michael DeCapite’s unpublished nov¬ 
el about the low-life in Cleveland. Another good 
piece is the illustrated essay on the rock posters of 
Derek Hess. Don’t for a second think you’re 
gonna getaway without some music. Accompany¬ 
ing this issue is a 2CD set called Cleveland 
Squawks that features music from the aforemen¬ 
tioned bands and plenty more. No trades/reviews 
music URLs/prints letters. Jim Ellis, P.O. Box 
16613, Cleveland, OH 44116-Email: ab563@ 
cleveland.freenet.edu—URL: http://www. 
cleveland.com/ultrafolder/music/cle (80 pages/ 
offset/half-legal/professional/RSF) 

Cool and Strange Music! 

#5, August ’97. If you have any interest at all in 
thrift store albums, the cocktail/lounge revival, 
comedy albums, or “incredibly strange music,” 
you have to check out this zine. With a bold 
design, fabulous articles, and reviews of all the 
coolest and strangest records out there, this one is 
a must-have. The last issue had articles about 
electronic music, Jacques Perry, Raymond Scott, 

Louis Prima, and Tiny Tim. This one covers an 
even wider territory of sounds, showing just how 
extensive the wide world of music is. Ted Hering 
wrote a great overview of San Francisco Records, 
which released the strangest variety of records 
during their short existence from 1954 to 1959. I’ve never even heard of these 
disks, like the collection of nickelodeon music, the satire of stereo demonstra¬ 
tion albums, and the band that plays music using empty bottles. Other great 
pieces include Michael Toth’s introduction to early ’60s au-go-go/discotheque 
albums, David Greenberger’s inside story of Jack Mudurian, Art Ferrante’s 
memories of setting up prepared pianos, and Wilhelm Murg’s primer on Hasil 
Adkins. This zine is so great you’d be crazy not to get it. Price:$4. Subs:$12 
for 4 issues. Dana Countryman, Cool and Strange Music!, 1101 Colby Ave., 
Everett, WA 98201—Email: coolstrge@aol.com—URL: http:// 
members.aol.com/coolstrge/coolpage.html (48 pages/offset/half-legal/pro- 
fessional/RSF) 

Cool Beans 

#6. This issue of Cool Beans is labeled the “drinking and driving in America” 
issue, but mostly features interviews with some of the better bands in the Bay 
Area. They talked to Kelly Deal, Mary Lou Lord, Barbara Manning, 
Snowmen, Harry Pussy, Henry’s Dress, and Fuck about lots of different 
stuff, including lots of drinking stories. Continuing the theme, Matt talked to 
a San Francisco cab driver who confessed to driving a cab while on heroin. 
It comes with a free 7” and a free copy of the zine Dreamwhip. No trades/ 
reviews zines music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$12 
for 3 issues. Matt Kelly, 3181 Mission St. #113, San Francisco, CA 94110- 
Email: matt@coolbeans.com—URL: http://www.coolbeans.com (60 pages/ 
xerox/half-legal/polished/RSF) 

♦ Cosmic Haystack ♦ 

#4, Summer ’97. Here’s a cool take on the ska scene. Evan puts extra effort 
into this to go beyond the run-of-the-mill local coverage. The historical piece 
tracing Jamaica’s music of the past forty years was top notch. It gives a good 
retrospective of the major styles and who pioneered them. In his essay, Noah 
Wildman reminds us that Doc Martens were originally simple work boots, not 
toys for rich mall kids. Nice long talk with Alphonso and Brevett from the 
Skatalites and a chat about the Czech ska scene with Sto Zvirat. Loves trading/ 
reviews zines music/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs: $10 
for 6 issues. Evan North, P.O. Box 15945-149, Lenexa, KS 66285-5945— 
Email: cosmicevan@mobsters.com—URL: http://www.rudenet.com/cos¬ 
mic (32 pages/bound newsprint/comic/polished/CWB) 


Crawdaddy 

The Magazine for Music Lovers 

#16, Spring ’97. Paul Williams has been in this business long enough to know 
a lot of great music critics and to know what makes for good music criticism. 
Michaelangelo Matos contributed another lengthy essay—this time explaining 
the importance of breakbeat music, the type of music found at raves and clubs. 
He starts by describing how this type of music will become as historically 
important as psychedelia, punk, and disco. In a piece that reminds me of the 
zine Tapeworm, Matos made a techno/house/breakbeat compilation tape for 
Paul and then explained the importance of each cut. Another great piece is 
Dale Leopold’s personal essay on how he discovered jazz. While living in 
Costa Rica as a teenager, he first discovered Santana, then Chick Corea and 
John McLaughlin, which finally led to the music of Miles Davis. We also get 
an excerpt from Paul’s forthcoming book. This chapter is on Neil Young and 
his album Rock TV’ Roll Cowboy. No trades/ 
reviews music/prints letters. Price:$4. Subs:$12 
for 4 issues. Paul Williams, Crawdaddy, P.O. 
Box 231155, Encinitas, CA 92023 (18 pages/ 
xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

♦ Dick Army Times ♦ 

#3, July ’97. Even more problems for Tom 
Wheeler and his band Dick Army. Seems like 
some schmuck named Johny Rebel is so much of 
a rebel that he is suing Dick Army for trademark 
infringement. Johny Rebel’s band is called The 
Padded Cell (tm) as is Tom’s record label. The 
biggest joke of the whole affair is that Mr. Rebel’s 
album sports an anarchy symbol. Last time I 
checked, anarchism stood in opposition to gov¬ 
ernment, laws, and trademark restrictions. Re¬ 
minds me of the Anarchy (tm) T-shirt company 
who has made threatening comments to Jason who 
publishes Anarchy magazine about the use of the 
word “anarchy.” Maybe I should trademark the 
phrase “free speech” and threaten to sue anyone 
who tries to express themselves using that phrase. 
For more information on this whole sorted affair, 
check out the second and third issues of this 
newsletter. Price:$l. Subs:$5 for 6 issues. Tom 
Wheeler, Padded Cell Records, P.O. Box 4710, 
Arlington, VA 22204—Email: twbounds@ 
pop.erols.com—URL: http://www.knight- 
hub. com/artcore/da (6 pages/offset/standard/ 
rough/RSF) 

FAQT 

Electronic Culture 

#4. With the wide range of music available, 
doesn’t it seem a little odd that so many zines are devoted to punk and indie? 
FAQT is here to even the odds with their full coverage of the techno/dance/ 
electronic scene. The pages on ambient made a great primer for folks whose 
taste in computer-driven music is a couple of decades behind the times. There 
are also interviews with Mark Spybey (formerly of Zoviet France), Balti¬ 
more’s DJ Lovegroove, Robert Rich, and the persistent Kip Winger (?!) of 
’80s rock fame. Dense and well presented with some nice touches like their 
music review haikus. Subs:$5 for 4 issues. Mindfield Records, P.O. Box 685, 
York, PA 17405—Email: mindfield@compuserve.com—URL: http:// 
www.msgp.com/mindfield (36 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

Film Score Monthly 

Magazine of Motion Picture & Television Music Appreciation 

Vol. 2, #2, Mar/Apr ’97. Everything you ever wanted to know about film and 
TV scores from who composes them to who records them. This issue takes 
a look at Alf Clause (creator of the Simpsons sound) and gives an overview 
of 1996 scores. There is also an interesting article on composers’ promo CDs. 
It seems score writers started back in 1992 creating limited run demo versions 
of their work on CD. These are now highly sought after by collectors. No 
trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3.95. Subs:$ 14.95 for 6 
issues. Lukas Kendall, Film Score Monthly, 5967 Chula Vista Way #7, Los 
Angeles, CA 90068—Email: ldkendal@unix.amherst.edu—URL: http:// 
www.filmscoremonthly.com (47 pages/standard/professional/TOM) 

Fizz 

A blah blah blah blah magazine 

#9. As always, Fizz combines some of the best columns in the music scene 
with its fly by the seat of your pants interviews. It’s just packed with material 
at 144 pages. One of the most striking pieces was done by Jill Jones. In both 
photos and words she presents her fascination with helplessness, clothing, and 
bodily injury. There was a wildly amusing cross interview between members 
of cub and They Might Be Giants, and more traditional interviews with Less 
Than Jake, Schleprock, and the Kent 3. For numbers freaks, there is a 
comprehensive profile of all the bands with names like Six Finger Satellite, 
9 Iron, and 60 Cycle. Plus Vivian and Lulu! Anchorage! Paul Sharar! and 
Canadians in Japan! Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 6 issues. Fizz, 1509 Queen Anne 
Ave. N. #276, Seattle, WA 98109—Email: fizzmag@aol.com—URL: http:/ 
/www. io.com/” fizz (144 pages/bound newsprint/standard/professional/CWB) 


♦ Gone ♦ 

#2, Summer ’97. It looks like EvO Eye is no more. 
While it reflected an interest in ‘60s psychedelic 
rock, Larry’s new zine is devoted to traditional, be 
bop, and modem jazz. After publishing about 20 
issue of Evil Eye Larry has certainly learned to 
capture on paper the excitement of music. To be 
quite honest, this is some of the best writing about 
jazz that I’ve come across in a zine. He starts off 
this issue with a great piece on the wonderful singer 
Anita O’day. Larry, like myself, adores her per¬ 
formance in the seminal film, Jazz on a Summer 
Day, but I’ve sadly never picked up any of her 
albums. After reading Larry’s three-page appreci¬ 
ation of O’day I’m tempted to pick up one or two— 
and thankfully Larry makes some recommenda¬ 
tions. Even better is his well-researched and well- 
written history on the birth of hard bop. Again 
Larry presents some wonderful trivia and histori¬ 
cal anecdotes, this time capturing the excitement of 
an era when Max Roach and Clifford Brown 
moved the art even further. There’s plenty of 
shorter pieces, including a bit about jazz films like 
Cassavetes’ Shadows. If you’ve ever been curious 
about jazz this would be a great place to start. If you 
have a serious passion, don’t waste another second 
and get this one right now. Loves trading/reviews 
books videos music/submissions wanted. Price:$1. 
Larry Grogan, 45 Gordon St., South River, NJ 
08882—Email: LGEvilEye@aol.com (24 pages/ 
xerox/digest/DTPed/RSF) 
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♦ Girl Friday ♦ 

#1, June ’97. When Sara realized that Blinkmoxy wasn’t keeping up with her 
own interests, she decided to scrap it and begin something more topical. The 
result is this first issue of Girl Friday. It’s got lots of indie music and zine- 
y stuff along with some great contributions from other publishers. Ginger 
Vitus and Moneypenny trash the clothing outlets at the mall while Erin Ritalin 
goes on a rampage with dairy products. I’ll certainly miss Sara’s more 
personal looser writing, but she’s off to a great start with this one. No trades/ 
reviews zines books comics music URLs. Price:$l. Sara Wednesday, 4741 
Playfield St., Annandale, VA 22003—Email: girl.friday@juno.com (30 
pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/CWB) 

♦ Girlina ♦ 

#2. Each one of Jeffery’s micro-sized pamphlets is devoted to a different 
obscure ’60s female pop star or group. The first one covered the Caravelles, 
but I’ve got his second, which is devoted to Francoise Hardy. Inside is a 
surprisingly detailed biography of Ms. Hardy covering her life and her music. 
I don’t think I’m familiar with her, but over the years she released 12 albums 
in the U.S. and over 30 EPs in France alone. After a long hiatus she returned 
with a new album, Le Danger , which was released in 1996. It’s fully 
illustrated with photos and album covers and has an extensive discography in 
the back. Price:SASE. Jeffery Kennedy, 250 Page St. #1, San Francisco, CA 
94102—Em ail: Jefferyak@aol.com (16 pages/xerox/mini/DTP ed/RSF) 

Gramophone Explorations 

Perspectives on Contemporary Music 

Vol. 2, 1997. The neoclassical world of contemporary music is a spacious 
lobby where Thelonious Monk chats with Frank Zappa who chats with the 
Kronos Quartet. Come on in, sample the deli trays, and join the conversation. 
This very professional, full-color glossy magazine is a treasure trove of new 
music. Revel in “post-serialism,” the current state of jazz improvisation, then 
huddle in the sweat lodge until you can understand the message of the talking 
drums. This issue tackles Sheila Chandra, Brian Eno vs. Geoff Smith, 
writings of Robert Fripp, the Nonesuch signings and much, much more. 
Includes a CD packed with music from Zappa, Robin Holloway and others. 
A CD-ROM track includes Koan Pro Generative Music Software. This mega¬ 
issue was done with help from the equally interesting Unknown Public. No 
trades/reviews music. Price:$11.25. Gramophone Pub. Ltd., 135 Greenford 
Rd., Sudbury Hill, Harrow, Middlesex, HA1 3YD, U.K. (96pages/standard/ 
professional/TOM)_ 

♦ Gutless + 

#2, Spring ’97. This is a honking big zine that combines some creative stuff 
with the more typical zine fodder (read: ELEVEN email interviews). 
Stephen’s Star Wars story details his own childhood obsession and how he lost 
everything to a pack of baseball cards; there’s the origins of 36 names of indie 
labels; the “Gutsy Moves” column prints letters from readers about their own 
brave acts; and I even laughed at the Internet collection of “You Might Be 
From Michigan If...” On the interview side, the chat with Liz Clayton of 
Wind-Up was the most interesting as she talks a lot about the many facets of 
publishing her zine. There’s lots to get through here and a clearer layout might 
help. Selective trades/reviews zines music/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$5. Stephen Cramer, 3122 Harvard Rd., Royal Oak, MI 48073- 
Email: secramer@oakland.edu (79 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

+ HALzine + 

#4, July ’97. A very interesting new zine from Hal McGee who has been 
recording and distributing his own basement recordings for close to 15 years 
now. Not surprisingly the entire zine is about home recording and tape 
trading. It covers much the same ground as Op and Sound Choice, except 
that this is very much a personal zine-like endeavor. Excerpts from a Brian 
Norig (F.D.R. Tapes) interview were included, along with detailed discus¬ 
sions of several F.D.R. tapes. For more about Brian’s visit with Hal, check 
out DeStucture, a zine created by Brian’s wife that documents their time 
together (see review elsewhere in this issue of Factsheet Five). The fourth 


DICK ARMY TIMES 


A regular newsletter about the irreverent and 
zany world of that noisy rock’n’roll band 
DICK ARMY. Subscribe today and read all 
about the latest antics of this amusing band of 
malcontents! 

DICK ARMY TIMES SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 

Sample issue: $1.00 — 6-issue subscription: $5.00 
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issue is thicker and better designed. Here Hal told us about his trip to New 
York to meet and record with L.B. Mair. From New York City, he drove to 
Rego Park to gig with Doug Walker, Ed Rollins, and Keith Nicolay. Don’t 
miss the pictures he took of all these improv musicians. Many of these 
recording are available on cassette. Five bucks will probably get you this zine 
and the accompanying CD Straphangers * Ball but you can probably get the 
zine alone for a few stamps. He’s got a list of over 80 tapes, all homemade 
and all available for sale or trade. Selective trades/reviews music. Hal 
McGee, 1909 SW 42 Way Apt: E., Gainesville, FL 32607-5407 (28 pages/ 
xerox/half-legal/rough/RSF) 

+ Handbook for Revolutionaries ♦ 

#2. Originating in Sweden (but with contacts in the U.S.), this all-English zine 
tracks hardcore and indie music from Europe. There’s a lengthy interview 
with Sweden’s own Randy, a bevy of regular columns, and feature articles on 
Food Not Bombs, telephone tapping and cryptology, and the murder of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa in Nigeria. These last pieces were well written and changed the 
zine from just an average music rag to something with a bite. No trades/ 
reviews zines books music. Price:$3 + postage. Dennis Lyxzen, Box 385, 
90108 Umea, Sweden—Email: refused@cabal.se (60 pages/offset/euro- 
standard/polished/CWB) 

Happenstance 

#3, 1997. These Brits have put together a unique collection of bands to chat 
about. They have great taste, being fond of Vic Chestnutt, Buck Owens, Joe 
Henry, and Townes Van Zandt. They seem to really love the country- 
influenced indie sound. It’s all professionally printed and designed with lots 
of little bits all over the page. If you’re into the same kind of music, it’s a good 
way to expose yourself to stuff you may have missed the first time around. 
On the other hand, they encourage you to send them compilation tapes of 
music they haven’t had the chance to check out. No trades/reviews music. 
Price:$3???. Dave Henderson, 1 Martinsell Green, Pewsey, Wilts, SN9 
5AT, U.K.—Email: 104706.3516@compuserve.com (36 pages/offset/half- 
legal/professional/CWB) 

Hello, Sailor! 

#2, Spring ’97. Mosdy about indie bands and the music scene, Hello, Sailor! 
does deliver some unique articles, sometimes about the lore of the sea, 
sometimes not. Brendan Bourke’s feature writing on the paintings of Paul 
Cadmus was a gem and fits right into the maritime theme. Cadmus was best 
known for his depiction of sailors on shore leave. But these weren’t just any 
sailors—they had asses that practically popped the seams in their pants leaving 
the good citizens of San Francisco crying out for censorship. If you want to 
see the inspiration for Tom from Finland, I’m sure this was it. Interviews with 
Luscious Jackson, Robert Forster, and the ever-charming Space Ghost. Loves 
trading/reviews music/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Hello, Sailor, 207 
Sullivan St. #5, New York, NY 10012—Email: ahoysailor@aol.com (46 
pages/offset/half-legal/DTPed/CWB) 

Hijinx 

#2, Winter ’97. A light combination of Joanie’s favorite music and other bits 
that she’s picked up here and there. She reprinted a funny comparison of the 
Star Wars characters and punk rock that she found on the Net. It was hotly 
contested whether Akbar was rife with punk or as square as your dad. Those 
dangly things coming off his face give him lots of street cred, but he was 
always voting down anything risky. Sanjay Singh is the first to uncover the 
anti-V2 activist known as K2. This person has started a sticker campaign of 
his or her (or its) own to fight V2’s widely spread prejudice against aliens. 
Then there’s more Cub, the Softies, Melting Hopefuls, and lots of show and 
CD reviews. Selective trades/reviews zines music/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$l + 2 stamps. Joanie Chen, P.O. Box 675, Walnut, CA 
91788-0675—Email: ti9ertrap@aol.com (44 pages/xerox/half-legal/rough/ 
CWB) _ 

IndustrialnatioN 

Exploring the Music Never Played on the Radio 

#15, Summer ’97. The premier zine on industrial music and industrial culture 
for an industrial nation. I liked the piece on the trend of bands performing 
cover songs. The article is dripping with bitter satire that seems to be directed 
at Marilyn Manson for their cover of “Sweet Dreams.” Some very cool 
interviews with folks from Switchblade Symphony, Liabach, and the Thrill 
Kill Kult. Lots of reports on the industrial scenes in San Jose, Boston, 
Sacramento, Ottawa, New Orleans, New York, and Waikiki. It’s a thick, 
well-rounded issue. No trades/reviews zines books comics videos music 
URLs/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. 
Paul Valerio, Moon Mystique, 3420 N. Halsted, Chicago, IL 60657—Email: 
in@ripco.com—URL: http://www.IndustrialnatioN.com (96 pages/bound 
newsprint/standard/professional/RSF) 

Infinity Sideways 

#2, July ’97. We’ve been waiting a couple of years but Troy finally came 
through with a second issue of his zine devoted to ’80s music and culture. As 
with the last issue, Troy spent much of this issue examining the Rhino New 
Wave Hits of the ’80s 15-volume collection. He starts off with the disappoint¬ 
ing news that David McLees is not planning on adding any more volumes to 
this collection. In response Troy came up with song lists to his own proposed 
volumes 16, 17, and 18. Going further still, he drafted a list of albums that 
make up “the ultimate eclectic early ’80s music collection.” Starting off with 























the obligatory 15-volume Rhino set, he then added such crucial ’80s albums 
as New Order’s Substance , Talking Heads’ Sand in the Vaseline , and English 
Beat’s I Just Can’t Stop It . On the more humorous side of things he wrote a 
story infused with references to ’80s songs and detailed what made ’80s music 
so cheesy. Selective trades/re views music/prints letters. Price: $3. Troy 
Thiel, P.O. Box 67, Kimberly, WI54136—Email: tjthiel@foxvalley.tec.wi.us 
(32 pages/of fset/standard/DTPed/RSF) _ 

KISSaholics 

The Kiss Kollector Zine 

#20, September ’97. Some fanzines go to great lengths to unearth hidden 
knowledge of their idols and dissect song lyrics to find every meaningful 
reference. But this is KISS we’re talking about, the band that ushered in the 
metal and makeup scene, so Gary concentrates on all the memorabilia and 
collectibles of the last twenty years. The feature here is the Atlanta KISS Expo 
and the interview with ex-manager Bill Aucoin. 

He tells some interesting stories from the old days 
and sets to rest the rumor that Lennon and 
McCartney wanted to play on Gene’s solo album. 

Tribute band Hotter Than Hell describes the time 
they set the ceiling on fire and we get lots of fun 
stuff to unload our cash on. Selective trades/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$15 
for 4 issues. Gary Conn Jr., KISSaholics, P.O. 

Box 22334, Nashville, TN 37202-Email: 
gconnj r@aol. com—URL: http: //www. otaku. net/ 
kissaholics (30 pages/offset/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

Lo - Fi 

Easy Living for Cool Moderns 

#6, Summer ’97. If you love retro cocktail music 
but also like to get down with gritty surf garage 
rock, then this zine is for you. Lee Bennett Sobel 
covers the broad range of retro sounds—every¬ 
thing from lounge to rockabilly to lo-fi trash. 

Kicking off this issue is an interview with those hip 
superstars, Squirrel Nut Zippers. After reading 
this interview it sounds like even they don’t know 
how they went from selling 18,000 copies of an 
album to selling 300,000 copies practically over¬ 
night. Next up is an overview of New York City 
lounge bars, covering everything from the newly 
redesigned Beauty Bar to the authentic dive The 
Subway Inn. There’s also an interview with indie filmmaker John Michael 
McCarthy and a guide to New York area swing bands. Loves trading/reviews 
music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 4 issues. Lee 
Bennett Sobel, Lo-Fi Entertainment, Ltd., P.O. Box 20357, Parkside Station, 
New York, NY 10025—Email: garagerock@aol.com—URL: http:// 
www.postfun.com/lofi (32 pages/xerox/standard/polished/RSF) 

Lollipop 

Music & Entertainment Magazine 

#37, August ’97. An East Coast-based music magazine overflowing with 
reviews of the latest independent releases and all sorts of cutting edge pop 
culture. Kicking off this issue is a tale from Lex Marburger about his hazy days 
filled with copious amounts of malt liquor. He described the joys of a 99 cent 
Mickey’s 40 oz and the pain of a liter of Crazy Horse. I also really liked the 
two-page interview with Henry Rollins where he talked about his many vital 
reissue projects. Other interviews include the Lunachicks, Motley Crue, Atari 
Teenage Riot, and Trona. My favorite part are all the record reviews. They 
cover the best and brightest emerging music. Check out their music access at 
(617) 739-0000 x300-x400. Loves trading/reviews zines books comics videos 
music/prints letters. Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 10 issues. Lollipop Magazine, 
P.O. Box 441493, Somerville, MA 02144—Email: feedback@lollipop.com— 
URL: http://www.lollipop.com (66pages/bound newsprint/standard/profes- 
sional/RSF) 

Monk Mink Pink Punk 

#4, Summer ’97. Josh makes a zine that stands out from the rest. There’s no 
specific theme to it, he just writes about music that he finds interesting, 
regardless of labels or categories. This is a special issue devoted to jazz. 
Growing up listening to modern jazz certainly made an impression on Josh- 
in this one he talked to people who are pushing the boundaries of jazz in the 
’90s. Leading off is an interview with Anthony Coleman from a year or so 
ago. He talked a lot about his work with radical Jewish culture and what’s 
happening in the New York jazz scene. He also talked with Zussaan Kali 
Fasteau and The Kocktails. We also get a recommended list of Mingus 
records, a list of facts about Josh, a list of jobs he’s had, and reviews of records 
you’re unlikely to find in any other zine. Selective trades/reviews books 
music. Price:$2. Josh Ronsen, P.O. Box 7896, Austin, TX 78713-7896— 
Email: jrons en@mail.utexas.edu (48 pages/xerox/digest/DTPe d/RSF) 

+ MoonLanding + 

May ’97. John’s zine really excels in the area of page design and layout, 
something that most music zines make their very last priority. Throughout his 
interviews with these little-known bands he keeps things fresh with original 
photography and artwork. Musically, MoonLanding focuses on avant garde 


and noise, making a pleasant diversion from the tidal wave of indie/punk/ 
metal-fixated publications. Better than the interviews were his short profiles 
of 18 bands that discuss the effects they use and how they were turned on to 
sound experimentation. No trades/reviews music. Price:$2. John Wiese, P.O. 
Box 283, Bal lwin, MO 63022-0283 (28 pages/xerox/standard/D TPed/CWB) 

The More You Abhore Me 

#9, July ’97. A more uplifting Morrissey zine with a lighthearted character 
but a serious edge as well. In a piece that’s more on the serious side Jill and 
other Morrisey fans have started a “Moz go vegan” campaign to encourage 
Morrisey to forsake all animal products in the way he has forsaken meat. It’s 
a good idea but I’m not sure Morrisey will take kindly to his fans telling him 
what he should and shouldn’t eat. Lots of news, including a report on Mike 
Joyce’s court settlement against Morrisey and Marr for a portion of the 
Smiths’ royalties. Lots of reviews besides the new Morrisey Maladjusted CD. 

Selective trades/reviews zines books music/free 
to prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2. Jill Ballard, Thrill Racer, P.O. Box 
506565, San Diego, CA 92150-6565—Email: 
thrill@inetworld.net—URL: http://www. 
inetworld.net/thrill/zines.html (16 pages/xerox/ 
digest/DTPed/RSF) 

Narcolepsy Press 

#4, June ’97. This thing is just strewn with 
clippings from the music press and various news¬ 
papers, but also contains some original writing. It 
doesn’t settle on one form of music, but covers 
rock, ska, jazz, metal, oldies, country, and any¬ 
thing else that Randy is into. In issue #3 Kelly 
penned a sharp history of ska, tracing the devel¬ 
opment of this music from its early roots in 
Kingston through the highly influential band The 
Specials, and then down to its present day sound. 
Randy also recapped his face-to-face meeting with 
dreamy cupcake Alyssa Milano and reprinted a 
nutty story about the king of Thailand as a 
swingin’ jazz cat. In issue #4 they take a look at 
the Ziggens and present an in-depth portrait of 
Tommy Bolin. I also liked the two pages of trivia 
aboutKISS. Loves trading/reviews zines. Price:$l/ 
stamps. Randy Robbins, Narcolepsy Press, P.O. 
Box 18624, Anaheim Hills, CA 92817-Email: 
narc@webworldinc. com—URL: http: //www. webworldinc. com/narcolepsy 
(24 pages/xerox/standard/raw/6 times a year/CWB) 

Negativfanboyland 

#2.1 hate to say it, cuz I loved Negativfan so much, but I like this Negativland 
fanzine even better. Of course the big news is the new full-length Negativland 
CD with the working title IPSDSEPI (for the correct album title check their 
hotline at 510-466-5253). In this anxiously awaited CD the Negativland boys 
explore the culture and influence of their favorite soft drink. Keep checking 
your independent record stores and be sure to buy it before we get another U2 
situation. Along with the latest on their CD, this issue also has plenty of news 
items on other projects. The longest piece here is Marc Tucker’s essay on 
Crosley Bendix and the various U2 offshoot projects. Another long piece is 
Luca Valfre’s history and current state of European sound collage. Selective 
trades/reviews zines videos music/submissions wanted. Price:$l/$2. Don 
Fields, 1508 Faymont, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 (20 pages/xerox/digest/ 
DTPed/3 times a year/RSF) 

News of the World 

Newsletter for Crazed Queen Fans 

#3, Fall ’96. It’s great to see a fanzine that doesn’t rely solely on reprints from 
the giant rock magazines. In fact, Trina and Cola do most of the work on their 
Queen zine themselves. This issue they pay tribute to the inimitable Freddie 
Mercury with lots of photos and short stories. They must have been collecting 
for a long time to amass this much stuff. There are lots of loving tributes and 
real-life encounters here, but the full page portraits of him at his most 
conservative and at his most Bowie-esque stages were my favorite. Loves 
trading/reviews zines books comics videos music/age statement/free to 
prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$12 for4 issues. 
Cola Todd, 2917 Shawn Way, Rancho Crodova, CA 95670 (16 pages/xerox/ 
standard/polished/CWB) 

Parterre Box 

The Queer Opera Zine 

#27. This zine will catch you up on all the latest opera dish. You get some very 
knowledgeable critiques of opera carried off with a great deal of humor. This 
issue includes a list of questions you’ll never hear on the opera quiz, a review 
of the opera movie Love’s Debris, and a report on the Santa Fe Opera. 
Price:$2+SASE. James Jorden, 174 West 76th St. Apt. 12-G, New York, NY 
10023—URL: http://www.anaserve.com/~parterre (32 pages/digest/LR) 

+ The People’s Ska Annual + 

#4, Summer ’97. Certainly one of the best informed and most readable ska 
zines I’ve seen. Noah could have copped out and done all interviews, but 
instead turns in some surprisingly sharp articles on the history and culture of 


Mole 

Nonconformist Music, Underground 
Culture, Outsider Art 
#10. Similar to perhaps Uno Mas, Kulturama, or 
the old ND, Mole is designed like a music zine, but 
with a myriad of outstanding interviews and essays 
that you’re unlikely to find anywhere else. I was 
most impressed with the interview with the folks 
behind the avant-band Borbetomagus. For about 
20 years now, this incredible group has been 
pushing the boundaries of music and sound. They 
talked about free jazz, musical notation, and their 
very unique musical style. Another intriguing 
interview is with Bob McGuire who works with 
George Rhoads and his elaborate rolling ball 
kinetic musical sculptures. They also talk with 
outsider artist the Baltimore Glassman, the punk 
band Tower Recordings, and the performer Faithe 
Dane. There’s plenty more including, comics, 
cassette culture, and can collecting. This one is so 
good it almost reminds me of those vintage OP 
magazines. No trades/reviews books music/prints 
letters. Price:$4 cash. Subs:$10 for 3 issues. Jeff 
Bagato, Mole, P.O. Box 2482, Merrifield, VA 
22116 (52 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/RSF) 
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the ska sound. The talk with Judge Dread (who preceded Eagle comics and 
Sylvester Stallone by almost twenty years) shows what happens when a giant 
company goes up against some poor ska schlub: the side with the biggest wallet 
wins. Then we get a no nonsense history of rudeness and how it got its start 
in Kingston; an argument seemingly in favor of bootleg recordings; and a neat 
chart of the many branches of ska. Great for people who want to know the 
story behind the music. No trades/reviews music. Price:$l???. Noah 
Wildman, P.O. Box 1418, New York, NY 10276—Email: the ska_annual@ 
hotmail.com (48 pages/loose newsprint/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

The Probe 

#6. Sometimes it’s hard to get through all the band interviews in here when 
there are so many pictures of naked women. They must be lining up left and 
right to have a Probe photo session. The “Naked in Pleasanton” series was 
great. Inspired by Frank Wallis, Aaron took some pictures of Natalie parading 
around the streets and fields in her birthday suit. 

Before we get down to the music, there’s still 
Truckasaurus weekend, more pictorials, and 
Aaron’s story of abandoning his beloved Probe 
pad. Finally we get brief chats with Hickey, 

Alcoholocaust, and Schlong, mounds of record 
reviews, and the longest show stories I’ve ever 
seen. No trades/reviews zines music. Price:$6. 

Aaron Muentz, The Probe, P.O. Box 5068, 

Pleasanton, CA 94566 (128 pages/offset/stan- 
dard/professional/CWB) 

Proximity 

Led Zeppelin Collector's Journal 

Vol. 8, #26, September ’97. A really fine issue of 
this vital Led Zeppelin fanzine, this time stretch¬ 
ing out to 20 pages and featuring a bonanza of 
photos and historical essays. There’s a great piece 
on the ’77 tour, which seemed to be plagued with 
unruly crowds, riots, and numerous fan arrests. 

Another enjoyable piece is the interview with an 
anonymous taper who recently released a high- 
quality recording from 1971. Most important is of 
course the report from Zep Fest ’97, but most fans 
were there anyway. Price:$4. Subs:$16 for 4 
issues. Hugh Jones, P.O. Box 45541, Seattle, WA 
98145-0541 —Email: mrprox@halcy on. com— 

URL: http: //www.dnaco. net: 80/~buckeye/prox/ 

(20 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

R2 

Rock & Roll Kulture for the Masses 

#4, March ’97. Every bit as informative and crucial as /. C.E ., but a lot more 
fun to read and way cheaper. Keith has obviously been publishing for years 
and years because he brings a depth to music coverage that’s nearly unknown 
in the zine world. He’s just as much at home covering Springsteen bootlegs 
as he is the latest from Social Distortion. This time around he writes about lots 
of classic reissues, as well as a cover feature on Nashville’s Webb Wilder. The 
8-page insert gives us an excellent overview of bootlegging and tape trading 
and what the record industry is doing to try to stop it. Selective trades/reviews 
zines books music/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Keith Gordon, Conspiracy 
MEDIA, 826 Old Charlotte Pike East, Franklin, TN 37064-Email: 
conmedia@aol.com—URL: http://edge.edge.net/'revkeith (28 pages/xe- 
rox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

Rock & Rap Confidential 

#143, July ’97. I wouldn’t say that Rock & Rap set the standard for music 
zines, but Dave Marsh has certainly set the standard for intelligent rock 
criticism. At the same time The Web magazine puts “Music Rocks The Web” 
on the cover of its July issue, Dave Marsh reports how the record companies 
are fighting the free flow of information available on the Internet. You’d 
expect that the record companies would be happy with the thousands of web 
sites devoted to their rising stars. But unfortunately they get downright 
hysterical when it comes to intellectual property rights and are threatening 
legal action against fan sites that feature snippets of music, videos, or even 
press releases. I thought the idea was to get people to like your music. Much 
of this backlash seems to be a result of the fear that the Internet will virtually 
eliminate the need for a middleman when it comes to music distribution (in 
this case the record companies). Watch for more sparks to fly as the powers 
that be once again try to control the technology that empowers people. No 
trades/reviews books music. Price:free on request. Subs:$15 for 6 issues. 
Dave Marsh, Rock & Rap Confidential, P.O. Box 341305, Los Angeles, CA 
90034—Email: rockrap@aol.com—URL: http://www.rockrap.com/rock- 
rap (8 pages/offset/standard/rough/RSF) 

Schtufff... 

#6. Jason continues with his mix of topical writing and music coverage. He’s 
incorporating a lot of personal material these days and it makes for a good 
balance. The theme this issue is inspiration, and he talks to Jen Angel, Rob 
from Fist City, Theo Witsell of Tree of Knowledge and many others to find 
out where they draw their strength. Some cite people in the scene, while others 
trace it back to a particular album that changed their life forever. We also get 


a startling interview with a recovering drug addict who began to admit to 
himself by age 15 that he had a serious problem on his hands. It was pretty 
scary to hear him describe taking a whole bottle of 60 codeine pills or how 
he beat up a 10-year old kid for no reason. Unfortunately after reading this, 
the show reviews and personal journal entries seem kind of limp. No trades/ 
reviews zines music. Price:$2. JasonSchreurs, 7110 Westminster St., Powell 
River, BC V8A 1C6, Canada (56 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

•♦•The Scratch♦ 

#1, October ’96. Joining fanzines for the Lunachicks (C.I.L.L.), Babes in 
Toyland (Screaming Kat), and other female-fronted bands (Alarm Clock) 
comes this new title devoted to 7 Year Bitch. It’s a joint effort between Scott 
and Mike and is jammed with reprints of every imaginable type. There are 
interviews, magazine bios, lots of pics, discographies, mad libs, and every 
other mention of the band that the boys could get their hands on. It was nice 
to see that they retyped many of the interviews and 
articles. It makes the layout a little more pale, but 
the text is a lot more readable. Loves trading/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Scott 
Schulze, 2515 Inverness Ct., Troy, OH 45373 
(52 pages/xerox/standard/raw/CWB) 

Scrawl 

#3, February ’97. It’s obvious that Sam has really 
put his heart into his work. He talks with some 
exciting new (and sometimes old) musicians, fills 
his zine with lots of original photography, and lays 
it all together with an experienced hand. Featured 
this issue is his conversation with the band Raspu¬ 
tina. Instead of joining the legions of guitar 
rockers, these three women all play cello, writing 
most of their own stuff but covering a few old time 
hits. Then Lydia Lunch describes many of her 
past projects like the Richard Kern films and her 
attitudes on many of today’s social norms. Other 
interviews with New Kingdom, Elliott Sharp, 
Placebo, and Melting Hopefuls. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines music. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4 
issues. Sam LaHoz, Scrawl Media, P.O. Box 
205, Prince Street Station, New York, NY 10012- 
Email: scrawlmag@aol.com—URL: http:// 
www.zine.net/scrawl (64 pages/offset/standard/ 
professional/CWB) 

Screamin’ 

Your Guide To American Hi-Style 

#9, June ’97. This reminds me a lot of Blue Suede News in its coverage of 
American rock styles, yet Screamin’ goes a bit further, dipping into the 
lounge scene and the quirkier side of the ’40s through the ’60s. Probably few 
of you have heard of the Treniers who first recorded in 1947 with such songs 
as “Day Old Bread and Canned Beans” and “Poon-Tang.” Nonetheless, they 
were a popular act appearing in television spots and film roles and playing with 
Bing Crosby, Sinatra, and once even Bill Cosby. We also get a feature on 
Buddy Greco and all the happenings around Chicago. No trades/reviews 
books videos music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$18 
for 6 issues. Hi-Style Enterprises, P.O. Box 577370, Chicago, IL 60657- 
Email: histyleent@aol.com—URL: http://www.screamin-zine.com(36pag- 
es/offset/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

Screaming Kat 

#3, April ’97. This Babes in Toyland zine keeps the tradition of the music 
fanzine alive by reprinting every reference to the band that Mike could find. 
Besides the stuff from mainstream sources, he includes some original 
material: interviews with Lori, another with Dana Cochrane who filled in on 
bass, and some live show reviews. There are also letters, interviews, and 
some guitar tablature. Anyone who writes to Mike is automatically added to 
the official Babes mailing list and will receive updates on the band. If you are 
a fan of 7 Year Bitch, you will want to check out another zine Mike is co¬ 
publishing, The Scratch. Loves trading/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$4. Mike Durian, 1079 Cloverdale Dr., Troy, OH 45373 (63 pages/ 
xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

•♦-Shredding Material♦ 

#10. This is going on nine years of publication. That’s practically a lifetime 
in zine years. It’s based around the interview format but occasionally runs 
some decent topical stories as well. Dawn explains many of the basics for 
getting a tattoo. She answers questions about having one done while pregnant 
and tells you how to pick out an artist for your first one. This issue features 
the Melvins, Sicko, Snap-Her, and New Sweet Breath. No trades/reviews 
zines music. Price:$2. Jon Bolling, 2515 Bidle Rd., Middletown, MD 
21769—Email: mskf79c@prodigy.com 
(52 pages/offset/standard/rough/CWB) 

Skratch 

The you can't read issue 

#16, June ’97. This special photo issue has punk and ska rockers from today 
and from the ’80s. Spread around and spread out is model T.J. We can easily 
arrange the beach photos chronologically. The more into the session, the more 


The Soundtrack Collector 

Vol. 3, #2, May ’97. A high-quality zine for 
collectors of vintage movie soundtrack albums. 
Phil does an incredible job, printing a bonanza of 
information and reprinting plenty of album covers. 
The cover is always the best part. It’s a full 
wraparound color xerox sporting reproductions of 
24 amazing (and amazingly rare) soundtrack al¬ 
bum covers. On the flip side is detailed notes and 
descriptions of each album. If this publication 
wasn’t such a collector’s item (it’s a very small 
press run with no back issues available) I’d tear the 
cover off and hang it on my wall. Inside you’ll find 
articles on disaster film soundtracks, European 
rarities, blaxsploitation film soundtracks, collect¬ 
ing soundtrack sheet music, and reproductions of 
some extremely rare paper sleeves from 78s of 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. This one is so 
compelling that it just might turn you into a 
collector too. No trades/reviews zines music/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Subs:$15 for 4 
issues. Phil Nohl, The Soundtrack Collector, 5824 
West Galena, Milwaukee, WI 53208—Email: 
pnohl@omnifest.uwm.edu (28 pages/offset/stan- 
dard/polished/RSF) 
















relaxed T.J. gets and the more the clothes come off and the smile comes out. 
Skaters and snow boarders will find plenty of editorial to support their 
pursuits. A good fun read and on top of its scene. In this issue are Buck-O- 
Nine, My Own Victim, Vandals, and Cause For Alarm. No trades/reviews 
music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Skratchya, 1242 Caracas Dr., 
Placnetia, CA 92870—URL: http://www.skratchmagazine.com (72 pages/ 
standard/pol ished/TOM) _ 

♦ Sloth♦ 

#3. By the name, you might guess the particular genre this zine covers: death 
metal with unreadable gothic band logos. Phil sticks to the regular format of 
interviews/reviews, but has put a ton of effort into his work. It s loaded with 
original photos, lots of contacts for the metal network, and reviews that show 
more than just a casual listen. Here he talks to Quo Vadis and Camiibal 
Corpse, and gets in touch with lots of unsigned bands to give them a slice of 
exposure. It’shard to believe such an impressive issue was put out by someone 
just graduating high school. No trades/reviews music/prints letters. Price:$3. 
Phil Alterman, 3509 Sterling Ave., Alexandria, VA 22304—Email: 
philvic@huskynet.com—URL: http://www2.huskynet.com/sloth/sloth.htm 
(50 pages/of fset/standard/DTPed/C WB) _ 

Sonar Map 

Music for Geex, Freex, and other Common Folx 

# 3, Spring ’97. Shawn Mediaclast mostly writes about musicians who 
experiment with noise and dissonance. His zine features several interviews 
with these sonic pioneers as well as some good writing about fringe 
phenomenon. Christopher DeLaurenti encourages us to rethink the purchase 
of expensive sound effects boards. Instead, he recommends subverting 
ordinary household objects and sex toys to nefarious musical ends. H. 
Franzoni investigates the popular legend of Big Foot, and we also get a look 
at the amazing artistamps of Steve Smith. Selective trades/reviews zines 
books comics music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$9 for 
3 issues. Sonar Map, P.O. Box 25243, Eugene, OR 97402—Email: 
eleg_sci@efn. org—URL: http://www. efn.org/ ~ eleg sci/sonarmap.html (24 
pages/bound newsprint/standard/polished/C WB) _ 

Sounds Celebrating Resistance 

#3, August ’96. This focuses on the strictly political side of music. Fortunately 
it goes far beyond the realm of just punk rock to include folk, indigenous world 
music, jazz, and anything else that’s been used in the struggle against 
oppression. The interview with Chinese-American saxophonist Fred Ho was 
quite unique. He explains how he has faced resistance from both the black and 
white communities as a jazz performer and how critics won’t accept his 


mixing of music and revolutionary politics. We also talk to Dick Flacks 
(musicologist and co-founder of the SDS) as well as get a recap to Bob 
Marley’s farewell concert. No trades/reviews books music/prints letters. 
Price:$l. Craig, Sounds Celebrating Resistance, P.O. Box 191715, Sacra¬ 
mento, CA 95819-1715—Email: src@ix.netcom.com—URL: http:// 
www.lust.org/scr (16 pages/bound newsprint/tabloid/DTPed/4 times a year/ 
CWB) _ 

Tape OP 

A Magazine About Creative Music Recording 

#6, Summer ’97. An exciting publication primarily for the music creator 
(musician, producer, engineer, etc...) but also recommended to sophisticated 
listeners. The last issue, #5, had a really informative discussion about 
mastering tapes before pressing records. This time we get some really good 
interviews this time. Robert Pollard explained how he developed the lo-fi 
sound; Trent Bell described his experiences mixing and mastering; and Paul 
Marotta recounted the early Cleveland punk rock scene. Good background 
pieces include the introduction to tube technology and beginner tips for 
recording a rock band on a four-track recorder. Price:$2. Subs:$10 for 5 
issues. Lawrence Crane, P.O. Box 15189, Portland, OR 97293—Email: 
fboa@telepo rt.com (32 pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/RSF) 

Total Culture Shock 

#5, June ’97. A lively and intelligent ska zine with a bold computer-aided 
design. Lots of worthwhile writing in here, like Lisa Napoles’s comparison 
of the Sex Pistols reunion tour to the Specials reunion tour. Other articles 
include a history of ska (reprinted from Rimshot), Brendan Banaszak’s 
discussion of the future of ska and the report on the (surprisingly peaceful) 
New York ska scene. Interviews include Mephiskapheles and Pro Midgit 
Mafia. Loves trading/reviews zines music/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 6 issues. Arne Meyers, P.O. Box 7942, Westchester, 
IL 60154-7942—Email: tcs@mutagen.com—URL: http://www.mutagen.com/ 
tcs/ (36 pag es/xerox/half-legal/polished/RSF) _ 

♦ Voltage ♦ 

#2, June ’97. It looks like David gave up on his xerox fanzine Replicant and 
is now working on this bigger project, a large-circulation web-printed goth/ 
darkwave music fanzine. I really like the production, with just the right 
balance of ads for some hard-to-find music. Appropriately enough for a zine 
called Voltage, this issue has a well-researched article on HAARP (High- 
frequency Active Auroral Research Program) which is essentially a system 
that focuses huge amounts of electricity into the air. This unique system of 
radio transmitters, which got its big push during Reagan’s “Star Wars” era. 
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is capable of heating up areas of the ionosphere. This results in disruption of 
radio communication as well as lots of charred migrating birds. On the more 
music side of things we get a long feature on the 15-year-old band Swans and 
the experimental performance outfit TchKung! A nice calendar of area events 
gives this freebie a healthy local spin. Price:$l. David Slatton, P.O. Box 
4127, Seattle, WA 98104-4127—Email: info@voltage-zine.com—URL: http: 
//www.volta ge-zine.com (16 pages/bound newsprint/tabloid/po lished/RSF) 

You Could do Worse 

#7, Spring ’97. One of the thickest music zines around. They take their time 
in putting this one together and always have plenty to say. It weighs in at 82 
pages, with about half devoted to record reviews. Two really fun features 
include Mike Hovancsek’s tale of trying S/M with his (now ex-) girlfriend and 
Chris Bodor’s details of shooting a music video for The Jon Spencer Blues 
Explosion. They also interviewed plenty of bands including Ida, Boyrader, 
Silkworm, Smart Went Crazy, Versus, The Sugarplastic, and John from 
Elephi Pelphi records. No trades/reviews zines music/prints letters. 
Price:$3.50. Rob Galgano, P.O. Box 74647, Cedar Rapids, IA 52407- 
Email: ycdw orse@aol.com (82 pages/bound newsprint/standard/p olished/RSF) 

Your Flesh 

#35. Fantagraphics’ own music publication that concentrates heavily on 
reviews, offering just a few short band profiles. Gary Groth talked to Ralph 
Steadman about his long career in the art world. In 1969, he began his 
collaboration with Hunter S. Thompson, but it’s only in the past few years has 
his popularity really soared. We also cast a wary eye at the convoluted timeline 
of Planet of the Apes. If you were suspicious of Terminator’s time travel, this 
will give you dizzy spells and hives. No trades/reviews zines books comics 
videos music. Subs:$15 for 4 issues. Fantagraphics, 7563 Lake City Way NE, 
Seattle, WA 98115—Email: fgraphic@halcyon.com (112 pages/offset/stan- 
dard/professional/CWB) 


OTHER ZINES 


THE AFIM MUSIC MIX Vol. 12, #2, Aug. ’97. This is the new face of NA1RD 
Notes. It’s a collection of press release summaries from independent record labels all 
over the world. Contact information is provided and everything from ambient to 
classical to spoken word is covered. An excellent regular reference source. Subs:$20 
for 6. Association for Independent Music, P.O. Box 988, Whitesburg, KY 41858- 
0988 (35/standard/polished/TOM) 

BABYSUE REVIEW #24. Published by the same (deranged) person who publishes 
the comic/humor zine babysue. This one is primarily devoted to record reviews and 
created primarily to get free CDs in the mail. There’s also a bunch of funny comix 
and interviews with Shonen Knife, Thin Lizard Dawn, and Rasputina. Price:$2. 
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Subs:$10 for 4. S. Fievet, P.O. Box 8989, Atlanta, GA 31106-8989. Selective 
trades. (30 /standard/DTPed/RSF) [58] _ 

BACKSPACE #1, March ’97. A simple outing featuring an interview with Pat 
Dillett who worked with They Might Be Giants as a producer. It’s a bit too basic and 
I’m not sure if Phil’s still publishing. Phil Bickel, Backspace Media, 129 South 15th 
St., Richm ond, IN 47374 (digest/rough/RSF) _ 

BAD JUJU #1, Spring ’97. The most striking thing about this zine is that it’s bound 
with a heavy silk-screened cloth. Inside, things are a little more pedestrian with 
interviews with bands that are next-to-unknown. Etan’s long rant on overconsump¬ 
tion shows how difficult it is to change people’s mindsets even in the face of a 
shortage. Price:$l + 2 stamps. Ryan Swanson, 7421 Foxleigh Way, Alexandria, VA 
22315 (44/ digest/DTPed/CWB) __ 

BANG! BANG #1, August ’97. A simple, thin zine with a bit of music commentary 
and an enjoyable personal essay about growing up as a high school geek. Fave bands 
include Satisfact and Sleater-Kinney. Price:50C. Subs:$l for 2. Neal Wankoff, 1600 
15th Ave., Seattle, WA 98122. Selective trades. (8/digest/DTPed/RSF) 

BAST #1, Summer ’97. None of that lightweight stuff here. Martha is covering the 
metal/goth scene, giving unsigned bands a bit of exposure and a chance at a wider 
audience. Lots of demo and show reviews, and preferential treatment of the San 
Francisco scene. Price:$2. Martha Hayes, 358 Moscow St., San Francisco, CA 
94112. Lo ves trading. (28/standard/rough/CWB) _ 

BLUE SUEDE NEWS #39, Summer ’97. Music magazine that covers the broad 
spectrum of blues, folk, rockabilly, and of time rock’n’roll. Lots and lots of reviews, 
but it’s the artist profiles that are most interesting to read—this time covering the lives 
of Rocky Burnette, Elmore James, and Fred Carter. Price:$4.50. Subs:$14 for 4. 
Marc Bristol, Blue Suede News, P.O. Box 25, Duvall, WA 98019-0025 (66/ 
standard/p rofessional/RSF) [59] _ 

BLUES ACCESS #30, Summer ’97. Blues Access covers current and historical 
trends in blues music. Featured in this issue are Bob Koester, Alvin Youngblood 
Hart, Paul Oliver and a special look at summer festivals. Price:$4. Subs:$12 for 4. 
Blues Access, 1455 Chestnut Place, Boulder, CO 80304-3153 (96/standard/profes- 
sional/RSF ) [57] _ 

BRAIN TRANSPLANT #1. Extra thick paper, but I’m still not all that impressed. 
Besides all the record reviews, they also interview the bands Eat and Radio Birdman. 
The most interesting piece is the discography and history of the Scandinavian record 
label Heartwork Records. Price:$4. Roger Matt, P.O. Box 24310, Los Angeles, CA 
90024-031 0 (45/standard/DTPed/RSF) _ 

CAPITAL CITY ARTS & ENT. MAGAZINE Vol. 1, #2. The thriving Austin 
music scene—from Tejano to touring bands to new country and more—makes up the 
bulk of this glossy magazine. In this issue: an interview with actor Edwin Neal (of 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre) , local hockey, fashion, David Lee Garza, Neil McCoy, 
Joan Osborne, artist Kevin Peake, and a Cowgirl of the Dance Across Texas 
nightclub. Price:$2?. Subs:$18 for 12. Capitol City Publishing, 1105 W. 12th St., 
Austin, TX 78703 (49/standard/professional/TOM) 

CINEMA REVUE #11. More music than film commentary this time around, though 
my favorite piece is the advice for travelers. Having recently driven through Mexico, 
William offers advice for people planning a similar outing. The music commentary 
includes short discussions about Dwight Yoakam, The Time, Tav Falco, Paul 
Westerberg, Jesus Lizard, Merle Haggard, and the big SXSW conference. Price:$2. 
Subs:$4 for 2. William O’Loughlen, Independent Publishers Group, P.O. Box 
40611, Me mphis, TN 38174. Selective trades. (60/digest/polished/RSF) [61] 

THE COMPANY - NORTH AMERICA #10, Summer ’97. Primarily devoted to 
the singer Fish and his band Marillion. They report on Fish’s new album, Sunsets on 
Empire, which is supposed to be his best yet. There’s also a great piece about visiting 
Fish’s home/studio in Scotland. It includes the short music review zine FishNet Indie 
Review that reports on progressive and Celtic rock. Subs:$15 for 6. Eric D. Brooks, 
The Company - North America, P.O. Box 20766, Castro Valley, CA 94546-8766. 
Selective t rades. (21/digest/polished/RSF) [56] _ 

CORNFED #7, Summer ’97. This urbanized country/folk zine takes a loving look 
at the music of the new West. The story of the lingering tissues of Elvis and his 
several brushes with professional medicine was great. Feature interview with the 
ever hip Derailers. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4. Susan M. Clarke, P.O. Box 220135, 
Brooklyn, NY 11222. Selective trades. (48/digest/polished/CWB) [61] 

D.N.A. MAGAZINE #1, March ’97. This is an impressive Portuguese electronic/ 
dark music zine that’s all in English. Band interviews tended to be short, just one or 
two pages long. Five bands are profiled, covering a range of musical interests. Their 
zine review section was equally brief but brought together a unique collection of titles 
from all over Europe, Brazil, and the U.S. Price:$3. Nuno Map, Av. D Joao 114 5 
DTO, 2830 Barreiro, Portugal (28/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

DENVER SKABEAT #7. Despite the local-sounding name, the Skabeat actually 
covers the scene all over the country. It’s filled with timely news, interviews, and lots 
of excellent connections for the rude boy or girl in you. This issue brought in some 
pretty big names like Less Than Jake, Mephiskapheles, and the Pietasters, bringing 
us up to speed on their latest. It’s one of the more comprehensive ska zines around. 
Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4. Swanky Pete, 1200 Madison Box 507, Denver, CO 80206. 
Loves trad ing. (16/tabloid/polished/CWB) [60] _ 

DETROIT BLUES Vol. 2, #4, Winter ’97. The final word in print on the Detroit 
blues scene. Detailed, well-written articles introduce to us the many talented 
musicians that make great blues here, as well as those that pass through. Regular 
departments include scene reports from other cities, a radio guide, a club guide, and 
a blues clinic. Price:$5. Subs:$16 for 4. Detroit Blues, P.O. Box 1805, Royal Oak, 

MI 48068- 1805 (52/standard/professional/TOM) _ 

DEVIL COOL #2, Spring ’97. Short interviews with a diverse selection of bands. 
There’s VooDoo Glow Skulls, Nikki Sixx, and Social Distortion, with good 
historical profiles of Chuck Berry and Buddy Holly. Price:$1.50. Subs:$8 for 6. 
Doug Wermer, 151 Lincoln St., Ashland, OR 97520. Selective trades. (24/standard/ 
polished/CWB)___ 

DIRTY LINEN #71, September ’97. Dirty Linen is always a treat. It’s one of the 
few publications devoted exclusively to folk, giving great coverage of today’s 
































musicians, as well as tons of release and tour informa¬ 
tion. This one covers music from Ale Moller and the 
Basque country. Price:$3.95. Subs:$20 for 6. Paul 
Hartman, Dirty Linen, P.O. Box 66600, Baltimore, 
MD 21239 -6600 (115/standard/professional/ C WB) [59] 
DISC MAKERS FAST FORWARD Vol. 5, #2, Sum¬ 
mer ’97. While this is obviously advertising propagan¬ 
da for the CD manufacturer, the serious independent 
musician could really put to use the practical informa¬ 
tion included in these pages. In this issue, good advice 
on getting airplay, working with a lawyer, and the 
regional success story of Grey Eye Glances. Price Tree?. 
Disc Makers Fast Forward, 7905 N. Route 130, Penn- 
sauken, NJ 08110-1402 (4/standard/DTPed /TOM) 
DISCOURSE Vol. 2, #3, Winter ’96/’97. A thoughtful 
music zine with concise interviews, humorous essays, 
and a selection of record reviews that thoroughly 
explore the music. Two great pieces here—Sean Lally 
details what’s wrong with the tribute album trend while 
John Young explains the problems when rock musi¬ 
cians go solo. Featured interviews with Danielle Howie, 
Damon and Naomi, and Babe the Blue Ox. Price:$2. 
Mike Shanley, P.O. Box 81517, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

(24/standa rd/DTPed/RSF) _ 

DONIAR SCHVICE Summer ’97. Phish keeps its fans 
up to date with tips on surviving their Great Went 
festival and when and where Phish is playing. All sorts 
of merchandise is offered, of course. It also operates as 
a forum for the fans and band to interact. Price:free?. 
Phish, P.O. Box 4400, Burlington, VT 05406-4400 (8/ 

standard/p rofessional/TOM) _ 

DRIVE BLIND #5, Spring ’97. Formerly Kentingen- 
cy, this zine is focusing a bit more on music reviews and 
profiles. One side story is about the new Tom Selleck 
movie being filmed next to Kenyon’s hometown and a 
recap of all nine Friday the 13th movies. Price:$l. 
Kenyon Hopkin, P.O. Box 736, East Northport, NY 
11731. Lo ves trading. (20/digest/DTPed/C WB) 

ETCH Vol. 3, #3. A local freebie that keeps people up 
to date on what’s happening around town while offering 
plenty of reviews of nationally released records. Lots of 
show reviews and interviews with Low, Immigrant 
Suns, and Squirrel Bait. Price:$2. Subs:$12 for 6. Ken 
Knott, Etch, P.O. Box 10132, Lansing, MI 48901- 
0132. Lov es trading. (32/standard/polished /RSF) [56] 
THE FANTASTIC VOYAGE SYSTEM #23, April 
’97. A lively fanzine that focuses on the wide variety of 
music that was spawned from the sounds of the ’60s. 
Their emphasis seems to be on the live performance but 
they also include plenty of record reviews and such. 
This one has the final chapter in the ongoing Zappa 
biography and an interview with John Bell. Price:$4. 
Subs:$18 for 6. Paul Parietti, P.O. Box 6126, Hobo¬ 
ken, NJ 07 030 (28/standard/DTPed/RSF) [ 60] 
FUNGUS BOY #8, Summer ’97. Tightly focused on 
band interviews, each just a couple of pages long. 
There’s Built to Spill, Six Finger Satellite, The Muffs, 
Neurosis, Rocket from the Crypt, and nine others. 
Decent production with lots of vintage comic book ads. 
Price:$2.25. Mike Watts, P.O. Box 863, Ottawa, KS 
66067 (48/ standard/polished/CWB) 

GEEKSPEAK #2, March ’97. Geekspeak is sort of a 
replacement for Doug’s music zine Spun. It’s being 
published as a split with his comic zine Chapelzone. 
The first issue covered petshopboys and his trip to 
Montreal. Lots of record reviews in the second one like 
They Might be Giants and Future Sounds of London. 
Price:$l. Doug Chapel, 25 Woodford St. #3, Worces¬ 
ter, MA 01604. Loves trading. (20/digest/polished/ 

RSF) [59]_ 

GENERIC #4, Summer ’97. This is Jared’s personal 
entertainment guide covering music, film, and books. 
One of the more unique features is his top ten picks 
from the recent International Film Festival held in 
Cleveland. We also get interviews with That Dog and 
Toad the Wet Sprocket. Price:$3. Jared McGrath, P.O. 
Box 3214, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223-3214. Selective 

trades. (40 /standard/rough/CWB) _ 

THE GRINDSTONE #7, Fall ’97. Fabulous printing 
and design makes this rockabilly/exotica zine a swank 
read. They cover some little-known (but no less impor¬ 
tant) musical pioneers like James Intveld, Hi-Fi Kish, 
Ronnie Dawson, and Ray Condo, meanwhile writing 
about the old time car scene, the joys of pomade-sealed 
hair, and true crime. Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 6. Prowl 
Productions, 11288 Ventura Blvd. #450, Studio City, 
CA 91604- 3149 (42/standard/professional/C WB) [59] 
HANGING LIKE A HEX #7, Winter ’96/’97. Fairly 
generic rag with lots of interviews. There’s a Hex tour 
diary and interviews with Earth Crisis and Rocket from 


the Crypt. If you are into the NY/New England scene, 
I’m sure it will have more relevance. Price:free/$1. 
Ryan Canavan, 201 Maple Ln., North Syracuse, NY 

13212 (32/ standard/polished/RSF) _ 

HAPPY HAPPY, KILL KILL #11, Summer ’97. 
Nick is leaving, but Ezra will stay on with this music 
rag. Here they chat with Lets Go Bowling and Good 
Riddance. Much more insightful was Ezra’s great rant 
on new construction in Encinitas where housing devel¬ 
opments and crap chain outlets are mushrooming any¬ 
where a bulldozer can be driven. Price:$l + 2 stamps. 
Ezra Ace Caraeff, P.O. Box 231205, Encinitas, CA 
92023-120 5. Loves trading. (24/standard/DT Ped/CWB) 
HOMOTILLER #13. A lively zine that explores alter¬ 
native/indie music with plenty of reviews and lots of 
interviews. Claudia talked to Edith Frost, Mayo Th¬ 
ompson of Red Krayola, Steve West of Pavement, and 
Dug from Built to Spill. Two good articles complete the 
package—the struggles of being a bike messenger and 
using Saturday morning PBS TV to soothe your hang¬ 
over. Price: $2. Claudia R. Jung, P.O. Box 460695, San 
Francisco, CA 94146-0695 (50/digest/DTPed /RSF) [60] 
ICON Vol. 7, #1. One of the slickest fan club newslet¬ 
ters. This one is devoted to Madonna and features 
plenty of color photos and updates on what she’s been 
up to. Speaking of photos, this issue features 25 images 
from Madonna’s huge library of videos music. Just 
identify them all and a slew of yummy prizes will be 
yours. Price:$6. Subs:$22.50 for 4. Official Madonna 
Fan Club, 8491 Sunset Blvd. #485, West Hollywood, 
CA 90069 (22/standard/professional/RSF) [59] 
INSTANT MAGAZINE #12, August ’97. Living up to 
its name, Instant hits you with a bevy of band profiles 
only one or two pages long. Kicking off each issue is the 
“Instaquirer,” where they reprint choice excerpts from 
News of the Weird and “Instant Randomness” that 
features short humorous tidbits and more weird news. 
Longer interviews with the Gigolo Aunts, Lenny, Jamie 
Walters, Bim Skala Bim, and Cheap Trick. Subs:$15 
for 6. Chris Hinckley, Instant, P.O. Box 2224, Woburn, 
MA 01888-0324. Loves trading. (74/standard/profes- 

sional/RSF) [59]_ 

INTERFACE Vol. 4, #1. These folks provide broad 
coverage of the electronic scene, and the many musical 
styles it includes. There are short profiles of over 
fifteen musicians, including Foetus and the Cranes, and 
lots of newsy bits on other bands. Unlike many publica¬ 
tions enamored of electronic music, this one is actually 
readable. They let their DTP software provide the 
means, not the ideas. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4. Andy 
Waggoner, 3524 N. Southport, Suite 141, Chicago, IL 
60657 (58/ standard/professional/CWB) [57 ] 

IT’S THE MUSIC, STUPID! #5, February ’97. Ded¬ 
icated to the underground/indie scene of the Gulf Coast 
with select short features on larger bands. If you are 
need a local scene rag, this is it. John Guerin, P.O. Box 
861, Pensac ola, FL 32594-0861 (36/tabloid/poli shed/CWB) 
JAM RAG Vol. 12, #12, July ’97. A progressive 
Michigan music freebie with an activist stance in 
politics, the music business, and community issues. 
This is their big indie release guide where they print 
hundreds of listings for local bands’ demo tapes and 
self-released CDs. It’s a great way of keeping track of 
Michigan music. Price:$l. Subs:$23 for 18. Jam Rag, 
P.O. Box 20076, Ferndale, MI 48220. Loves trading. 

(40/standa rd/professional/RSF) [58] _ 

KEYHOLES MAGAZINE Vol. 2, #1, August ’97. 
Great cover design of plastic overlay but the inside 
layout and local band write-ups were a little disappoint¬ 
ing. The story on the fight to save the local Paramount 
Theater and have it designated a historic landmark 
helped redeem it. Price:2 stamps. Joann Jovinelly, 61 
Benson Ave. Apt. B, Ocean Grove, NJ 07756. Selec¬ 
tive trades. (32/mini/rough/CWB) _ 

LA BANDA ELASTICA Fairly conventional indie 
pop mag that concentrates on the Latin-American scene. 
For most people, these are all brand new artists, despite 
the fact that in their own community they have a large 
following. Nice color spreads and all in Spanish. 
Price:$2???. Subs:$15. La Banda Elastica, P.O. Box 
17036, Long Beach, CA 90807 (40/standard/profes- 

sional/CWB)_ 

MADMANS DIARY #2, May/June 1997. My good 
friend Joey returns with another Diary in the spirit of 
keeping heavy metal alive. In this issue, Joey’s sister 
explains where Metallica went wrong, Killingculture is 
interviewed, and Randy Rhoads is eulogized on the 
fifteenth anniversary of his death. Price:$1. Subs:$5 for 
6. Joey Vestrand, Madmans Diary, P.O. Box 174, 
Hazel Park, MI 48030-0174 (13/standard/rough/TOM) 


METAL CURSE #10. One of the most extreme and 
devoted metal magazines. This one issue has reviews of 
over 500 heavy metal CDs and interviews with twelve 
bands including Candlelight, Heat Shits, and Venom. It 
even comes with a free Candlelight CD. Price:$5. Ray 
Miller, P.O. Box 302, Elkhart, IN 46515-0302. Loves 
trading. (3 8/standard/DTPed/RSF) [53] 

MICROMAG #5. With its oblong mini format, it’s 
certainly a lot more fun to look at than the usual plague 
of local music freebies. Interview with Redd Kross and 
a brief look at SXSW. Buttloads of ads hawk everything 
from the restored Pink Flamingos to the local pizzeria. 
Price:$l. Bob Deck, P.O. Box 442337, Lawrence, KS 
66044. Sel ective trades. (44/mini/DTPed/C WB) 
MOON SKA SKAZETTE! #23, June ’97. This New 
York-based record store specializes in ska music and 
publishes this fanzine devoted to the ska scene. Lots of 
news, record reviews, and discussions about what’s 
happening. Price:SASE w/ 3 stamps. Moon Ska NYC, 
P.O. Box 1412, Cooper Station, New York, NY 10276. 
Loves trad ing. (16/standard/polished/RSF) [56] 

MOVE YOUR CAR #2. Short chit-chatty interviews 
with MMBT and Let’s Go Bowling. The tipsheet on 
doing a zine, for all its simplicity, was well thought out 
and shouldn’t be overlooked. Price:$l. Colin Simning, 
20343 NE 34th Ct., Redmond, WA 98053 (20/half- 

legal/roug h/CWB) __ 

THE NOISE #173, August ’97. This Boston freebie 
has plenty of ads, columns, reviews, and news about the 
local scene. Interviewed for this issue: Scissorfight, 3 
1/2 girls. Tree, and Little a. Lots of record reviews too. 
Price:free/$1.50. Subs:$12 for 11. T. Maxwell, The 
Noise, 74 Jamaica St., Jamaica Plain, MA 02130. 
Loves trad ing. (36/standard/polished/RSF) [57] 
OCULUS Vol. 6, #3, July ’97. A New Jersey freebie 
with national distribution. For this summer issue they 
shifted things around a bit, and tiow you have to read it 
lengthwise, kinda like a calendar. Inside you’ll find a 
comprehensive history of soul music, and articles about 
the bands The Radar Brothers and Buzzkill. Price:$l. 
Subs:$5 for 6. Oculus Magazine, P.O. Box 148, Hobo¬ 
ken, NJ 07 030 (32/comic/professional/RSF ) [57] 
PATSY MONTANA #146, June ’97. Devoted to news 
of country singer Patsy Montana, who’s been singing 
since the ’30s and is still going strong. I particularly like 
the section called “sharing thoughts” where fans write 
in their appreciative thoughts about Patsy and this fan 
club. Subs:$10 for 5. Ruth E. Dennett, 226 Hunt Ln., 
Madisonville, TN 37354-9805 (24/standard/DTPed/ 

RSF) [57]_ 

PINK MOON #9. It’s great when a zine completely 
opens you up to something or someone you had never 
heard of before. That was the case last issue when I 
reviewed this fanzine dedicated to English folk legend 
Nick Drake. Here, Jason collects more news about his 
recordings, and looks at the collected works box set 
released last year. Price:$8. Subs:$8 for 2. Jason 
Creed, 34 Kingsbridge Rd., Walton on Thames, Sur¬ 
rey, KT12 2B2, U.K. (26/digest/rough/CWB) [61] 
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m ^ POPSCENE #5, Spring ’97. Hua Hsu runs tons of 
music reviews but also looks at cool Asian movies and 
^■1 what’s going on in his local Berkeley scene. He shares 
fj| the best spots to skate downtown, his impressions of the 
wf Asian American Film Festival, and a gushing tribute to 

□ Beck. Price:$2. Hua Hsu, 2029 Channing Way #3B, 
Berkeley, CA 94704. Loves trading. (36/digest/rough/ 

S CWB) _ 

POPSIDED #5, Spring ’97. It’s neat to see a zine 
devoted wholeheartedly to the world of pop. First, 
because I get tired of all those Epitaph interviews, and 
second, because Jim has an unabashed love for his 
subject matter. He concentrates almost entirely on 
reviews with a few histories and interviews, and does a 
good job smashing the common conception that pop is 
somehow inferior to the indie labels. Price:$3. Subs:$12 
for 4. Jim Roe, 650 N. Rose Dr. #415, Placentia, CA 
92870. Sel ective trades. (40/standard/professi onal/CWB) 
PUNCTURE #39, Summer ’97. With a fancy design 
and plenty of ads Puncture is still one fabulous fanzine. 
Tons of reviews of all the latest indie releases backed up 
with interviews that are more than simple Q&A. This 
one has a great feature on Glasgow, home to Bis and 
plenty of other up-and-coming bands. They also inter¬ 
viewed The Dandy Warhols, Flying Saucer Attack, and 
the horrible illness (and recovery) of Ben Watt. 
Price:$3.50. Subs:$9.95 for 4. Katherine Spielmann, 
Puncture, P.O. Box 14806, Portland, OR 97293 (74/ 
standard/professional/RSF) [59] 

REPTILIAN MAXIMILIAN Vol. 2, #1, Winter ’97. 
A freebie covering the local Detroit scene with reviews, 
interviews, and some other stuff thrown in to the mix. 
There’s a nice section on local events; they print Tom 
Schulte’s Outsight column; and interview the band 
World of Hurt. Price:$4. Subs:$12 for 4. Kathleen 
Hanlon, Reptilian Maximilian, P.O. Box 1132, Troy, 
MI 48099-1132. Loves*trading. (32/standard/polished/ 
RSF) 

ROCK LOVE Vol. 3, #3, April ’97. These folks bring 
glossy print to their coverage of the rock world, without 
resorting to features on giant stadium bands. Instead, 
there are profiles of smaller acts (such as Cake, Red 
Kross, and Penny Dreadfuls) with tons of reviews and 
Schulte’s national Outsight column. Price:$3.50. 
Subs:$29.95 for 10. Tortured Artists, 4546 El Camino 
Real, Suite Q, Los Altos, CA 94022 (34/standard/ 
professional/CWB) [59] 

ROCKS OFF #5, Spring ’97. The grindingest, nasti¬ 
est, sexiest rawk only, please. Plenty of fun interviews 
and rad photos catch the action. This issue boasts 
Nashville Pussy, Sea Monkeys, Black Jesus, and a cool 
article “10 Little Known Things About James Marshall 
Hendrix.” Andrea Rizzo, Rocks Off, P.O. Box 1194, 
Norfolk, VA 23517 (39/standard/DTPed/T OM) 
ROCKTOBER #18, Winter ’97. Jake seems to have 
loads of fun as he continues his discussions of masked 
rock ‘n roll, “monkey rock,” and Sammy Davis Jr., 
Some nice big features on Tiny Tim, the town of 
Chicago, and the obscure ’50s band the Treniers. 
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Price:$3. Subs:$10for 5. Jake Austin, 1507 E. 53rd St. 
#617, Chicago, IL 60615. Selective trades. (64/stan- 
dard/polished/RSF) [60] 

SAW NOTES Vol. 18, #1, Jan./Feb. ’97. While this 
newsletter may be best for the DC area, I think serious 
songwriters anywhere in the country will find it useful. 
It is full of ads for people seeking to buy or sell songs 
and carries news on conferences and workshops. Song- 
writerr’ Association of Wash., 1413 K St., NW, 1st 
FI., Washi ngton, DC 20005-3405 (15/TOM ) 
SCREED #8, Spring ’97. A local freebie that’s serious¬ 
ly devoted to the Cincinnati scene. Lots of stuff includ¬ 
ing tips for home tapers, straight talk on the business of 
making music, and the importance of including a “one 
sheet” style press release with CDs sent for review. I 
will certainly agree that it’s very unprofessional to send 
off a CD without even a letter or note. Price:$l cash. 
Subs:$6 for 4. Terry Burke, P.O. Box 9254, Cincin¬ 
nati, OH 45209-0254. Selective trades. (32/standard/ 
DTPed/RS F) [56] _ 

SECONDS #43. Always one of the most engaging 
collections of interviews, this time we get to read Steve 
Cerio’s conversation with The Residents, Boyd Rice’s 
conversation with Tiny Tim, and Althea Morin’s con¬ 
versation with The Electric Helfire Club. Price:$4. 
Subs:$18 for 6. Seconds, 24 Fifth Ave. Suite 405, New 
York, NY 10011 (62/tabloid/professional/RSF) [51] 
SHOCK TO THE SYSTEM #8. A well-designed zine 
that covers punk, metal, and a wide variety of under¬ 
ground sounds. There’s a funny satire of Ebonics and 
some nice, in-depth interviews with Stuck Mojo, Clutch, 
Coal Chamber, and Machine Head. Lots of reviews fill 
out the pages. Price:$2. Rohit Kohli, 43 Dolores Dr., 
Metuchen, NJ 08840. Loves trading. (34/standard/ 

rough/RSF) [61]_ 

SHOOTING SPACE #1. A nice little fanzine created 
by and about the band Men’s Recovery Project. It’s all 
designed just like a CD booklet, so you can stick it into 
your CD or just file it on your CD shelf. What a great 
format for a band-produced fanzine. They mostly wrote 
of the band’s recent tour of the United States. Price:$l. 
Vermiform, P.O. Box 12065, Richmond, VA 23241 
(16/mini/polished/RSF) 

SIVULLINEN NEWSLETTER February ’97. Whol¬ 
ly separate from Sivullinen, this is more of a contact 
sheet with full names, classified ads, announcements of 
new distros, and music reviews. Price:SASE???. Jouni 
Vaarakangas, kaarelantie 86 B 28, 00420 Helsinki, 
Finland (4/euro-standard/rough/RSF) 

SIX HOURS ONE WEEK #2, January ’97. An infor¬ 
mative zine covering fringe culture from a global 
perspective. Unfortunately I haven’t heard from them 
since January, but this older issue has a comprehensive 
historical look at ambient music and interviews with 
underground filmmaker Richard Baylor and Mason 
Jones who started Trance and runs Charnel Music 
(which may be out of business at this time). Price:$2. 
Knut Holsaether, Skrenten 4A, 6400 Molde, Norway. 
Loves trad ing. (20/euro-standard/DTPed/R SF) 

SKA EXPLOSION #2, July ’97. Mickey and Dave are 
into the ska punk scene and mix the two genres well. 
They deliver lots of band news, profiles, and commen¬ 
tary, keeping us up with the hybrid scene. They talk to 
Less Than Jake, get frothing mad at MTV’s new 
“Skaturday,” and go to a really chaotic party. 
Price:$l. Mickey Delorenzo, 77 Youmans Ave., 
Washington, NJ 07882. Loves trading. (32/half-legal/ 
rough/CWB)_ 

SKYWAY #1, January ’97. A standard music fanzine 
with a haphazard cut’n’paste design but some notewor¬ 
thy interviews. The highlight is the lengthy conversa¬ 
tion with Silver Jews, but there are also insightful 
interviews with Sea Saw, Flowchart, and Mike Kirts of 
Hooker. Lots of reviews too. Price:$l. Doug Wallen, 
10ClemsonDrive, Camp Hill, PA 17011 (24/standard/ 
raw/RSF) 

SOFFT SITY #4, March ’97. Well put-together zine 
that’s primarily a vehicle for new CD reviews. There’s 
a good range of material, most of it originating far away 
from the majors. Brief interviews with Sebadoh, Jaw- 
box, and Sneaker Pimps. Price:$2. Subs:$10 for 2. 
Steve Huber, 1454 4th St. #233, Santa Monica, CA 
90401. Lo ves trading. (32/standard/DTPed /CWB) 

SOS JAZZ January ’97. Comprehensive reviews of 
interesting new jazz releases. Mark takes a broad view 
of the music exploring its wide range from traditional to 
modern experimental. There’s lots of stuff in here, 
including records from Verve, Knitting Factory, Blue 
Note, Nine Winds, and Zorn’s Tzadik label. Price:$1.75. 
Subs:$10for 10. Mark Corroto, P.O. Box 1382, Young¬ 


stown, OH 44501. Selective trades. (12/legal/rough/ 

RSF) [56]_ 

SOUND VIEWS #46. Covering the New York music 
scene is this local freebie. They talk to lots of bands like 
the Novellas, Bush Tetras, and Fahrenheit 451. There’s 
also a report from the New York Underground Film 
Festival (sadly short on actual reviews) and the story of 
micro-radio Free 103.9. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 6. Lee 
Greenfield, 96 Henry St. Suite 5W, Brooklyn, NY 
11201-1713. Loves trading. (46/standard/polished/CWB) 

[59] _ 

SPONGEY MONKEY #5, February ’97. A basic, but 
enjoyable fanzine that covers a surprising range of 
music. It starts off with a nice rant about voting and 
politics and government benefits; then there’s a short 
interview with Melt Banana; and then we get a long 
interview with Cub. Price:$l. Chris Joy, Kelly Enriqu¬ 
ez, 416 Jeff Davis St., Waveland, MS 39576. Selective 
trades. (36/standard/DTPed/RSF) [59] 

SUN RA RESEARCH #26, Dec. 1999 (sic). Peter 
Hinds has been a fan of Sun Ra since the ’80s when he 
helped the Archestra set up gigs in the Bay Area. This 
zine is an ongoing project where Peter prints excerpts 
from the many interviews he did with the band and 
feature some of the many vintage photos. This one has 
some lengthy comments from Sun Ra recorded back in 
1971 and in 1988. Price:$4. Subs:$16 for 4. Peter 
Hinds, Omni Press, P.O. Box 786, Millbrae, CA 94030 

(16/mini/p olished/RSF) [58] _ 

SUPERTHRIVE March ’97. Produced by and about 
the band (not surprisingly) called Superthrive. The 
band is a concoction of hard guitar rifts with angry 
lyrics. Their zine is a bit lighter and more personal, 
where they write about life in the New York City area 
and make fun of other local bands. Price:free. Sue 
Karlik, 42 Graham St., Jersey City, NJ 07307. Selec¬ 
tive trades. (19/digest/rough/RSF) _ 

TAIL SPINS #29. Tons of ads, tons of reviews, and a 
bunch of articles as well. The best thing here is a four- 
page overview of blaxsploitation films where Rich 
Behrens presented his nine favorites of all time. Price:$3. 
Subs:$15 for 6. Brent Ritzel, Tail Spins, P.O. Box 
1860, Evanston, IL 60204 (80/standard/polished/RSF) 

[56] _ 

TRASHCAN BANGIN’ CULTURE #7. A great name 
for this zine which explores loud industrial music. Issue 
#6 had interviews with Death Ride 69, The Lucifer 
Scale, and Hanzel Und Gretyl. In this one they talk to 
haloblack and Battery. Always useful is the top 10 
album lists from the staff of TBC and all the record 
reviews. Price:free/stamp. “King” James, 260 Fair¬ 
mont Rd., Long Valley, NJ 07853. Loves trading. (14/ 

digest/rou gh/RSF) _ 

TROUBLE BOUND #6. This zine makes up for its 
slapdash cut and paste style with some pretty hot 
interviews. Phil talked to Horace Panter, original bassman 
for The Specials. They chat about the seminal band 
reforming (minus two members) and their place in the 
current ska scene, despite an absence of twelve years. 
Price:$2. Phil Kellum, 8334 Alden Rd., Lenexa, KS 

66215 (28/ standard/rough/CWB) _ 

TSV #16. Black metal, death metal, grindcore. If it’s 
severe, brutal, and extreme it’s probably in TSV. Lots 
of news, reviews, and articles. In this issue: Brutal 
Truth, Cyrptopsy, Inner Thought, Kataklysm, Pro Pain, 
Solus, and Black Scriptures. Serious inquiries only. 
Fans of recent King Diamond releases need not apply. 
Sepulture Productions, P.O. Box 30624, Osahawa, ON 
L1J 8L8, Canada (26/standard/polished/TO M) 
UNDER THE VOLCANO #38, January ’97. For over 
five years Under the Volcano has been covering the 
local scene with plenty of interviews, record reviews, 
and some crucial columns. Interviews in this issue 
include Barkmarket, Cleanser, Kiss it Goodby, Lard, 
and Marc Ruvolo of Johann’s Face Records. Price:$2. 
Subs:$10 for 6. Under the Volcano, P.O. Box 236, 
Nesconset, NY 11767. Loves trading. (62/standard/ 

profession al/RSF) [59] _ 

VENDETTA #8, Spring ’97. This one is overflowing 
with music reviews, mostly progressive pop. There’s 
also music news, tour diaries and interviews with Half 
String, Perfume, Reverb, and Pusherman. Price:$l. 
Ben Szporluk, 162 Summer Street #16, Somerville, 
MA 02143 (28/digest/DTPed/RSF) 

WIDE-EYED #2, July ’97. A single-sheet music zine 
that’s concise enough to read in one sitting. The main 
feature is an ultra-short Richard Hell interview. Subs:$5 
for 4. Chris Lorraine, 716 3rd Ave. W. #23, Seattle, 
WA 98119. Loves trading. (2/standard/DTPed/RSF) 















































These are zines by, for, and about punks. 
Covering punk music and related topics with 
a focus on local music scenes. Different from 
Music zines, Punk zines are often tilled with 
highly charged political commentary. 

10 Things 

Jesus Wants You To Know 

#16. A veritable cornerstone of the Seattle zine and punk scene. The 
interviews are kept fairly short, so there is room for over a dozen columns and 
lots of reviews. Adrian wrote a nice piece on not finding any common ground 
with 16-year-old punks who wear the regalia of 1977. At 27 years old, he can’t 
help but wonder how much these kids know of the real world out there. There 
are also pieces on Critical Mass, the delight of cooking with shaped pasta, and 
Food Not Bombs. The band lineup includes Chokebore, Monster Truck 
Driver, and Spider Babies. Comes with a 33-band compilation CD of 
Northwest punk. Price:$5. Dan Halligan, 8315 Lake City Way NE #192, 
Seattle, WA 98115—Email: ten@u.washington.edu—URL: http:// 
weber.u.wa shington.edu/~ten/ (64 pages/offset/standard/DTPe d/CWB) 

A Punk Kid Walks into a Bar 

#8. Barclay has just the right amount of snotty attitude and playful whimsy to 
make his writing a real hoot. One of my favorite parts of each issue is the fun 
that Barclay and C-Wolf have with the English language. Have you ever 
considered that the expressions “ATM machine ” and “SAT test ” include 
redundant words? We are also treated to a long list of bizarre job titles like 
“swaging-machine operator,” “nut former,” and “slitter-creaser-slotter 
helper.” Anyone who is anal-retentive or obsessive-compulsive will appreci¬ 
ate Barclay’s mildly neurotic habits such as checking the post office box up 
to five times a day. Not much punk rock this time except for music reviews 
and a show review/personal odyssey. Selective trades/re views music. Price:$l. 
Barclay Mitchell, P.O. Box 254, Rye, NY 10580 (24 page s/off set/standard/ 
DTPed/CWB)_ 

4-Agree to Disagree ♦ 

#3. Brian and Andy took what they had learned from their old zine Xyster and 
came back to publish this new larger punk rag. It’s got a long roster of 
columnists and includes some good features and a minimum of band 
interviews. Joel Piper investigates the alleged evils of money and does a sharp 
job breaking through the typical accusal of “sell-out.” He considers some 
ethical ways of making a living and how blind many of the punk purists are. 
Some interesting reprints cover Mumia’s right to a retrial and some tips for 
putting together a punk zine. There’s also The Swingin’ Utters, and a lengthy 
explanation of Asperger’s Syndrome and clinical depression. No trades/ 
reviews zines music. Price:$2. Brian, P.O. Box 56057, Vancouver, BC V5L 
5E2, Canada—Email: a2d@hotmail.com (48 pages/bound newsprint/stan- 
dard/DTPed /CWB) _ 

+ BMS + 

Basic Motor Skills 

#1, Summer ’97. Tracy publishes this Web-savvy punk zine as well as her 
shorter Typograpunx. They both feature the same snazzy design, but this one 
has a wider voice and more ties to the music scene. Bret Van Horn makes some 
great points about zine publishers not having the time to be experts at every 
aspect of design and publishing. So he wrote this primer on HTML and the 
web. Then, instead of presenting scads of URLs, we get a long discussion of 
one crucial site. It’s an umbrella search engine for the DIY scene. A few 
essays, fiction, and a call for more professionalism in the punk scene round 
out this nice package. Loves trading/reviews zines music/submissions 
wanted. Price:$1.50. Tracy Pickle, 15 Churchville Rd. #115-163, Belair, 
MD 21014—Email: tracy@upstatepress.com—URL: http://www. 
upstatepress .com/bms/ (30 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/CWB ) 

+ Break the Broken ♦ 

#3, May ’97. Ross shares his opinions of his local scene, looking inside 
himself as often as he gazes outward. His take on the straightedge lifestyle was 
one of the best pieces here. He says he’s sick of poorly reasoned zine rants 
trying to rationalize the author’s choices. Then he confronts some of the stupid 
myths that people bandy around in the name of being self righteous. As he 
says, if you’re going to critique something, at least get your facts straight first. 
He also reveals how he was consumed with fitting the role of a male hunk 
which led him to 500+ sit-ups a day, headaches, and a bleeding scab at the 
base of his spine. Sharp reading that brings into question the motivations of 
ostentatious punks and vegans. Selective trades. Price:$1. Ross Nisbet, 550 
Berridge Rd. West, Hyson Green, Nottingham, NG7 5JU, U.K. (48 pages/ 
xerox/digest /rough/C WB) _ 

♦ Cryptic Slaughter ♦ 

7 1/2. Spokane punk stories that thankfully have a broader vision than just 
local band interviews. Giovanni and friends ponder the nuances of the scene, 
and whether there even is one. One thing worth repeating is his point that there 


doesn’t have to be some big movement for scene “unity.” What ever happened 
with everyone doing their own thing and leaving it at that? There is also a 
people’s map of downtown Spokane and a guide to what’s really worthwhile 
if you’re visiting the city. Really amusing comic about everything from Food 
Not Bombs to Critical Mass being corrupted by evil influences. Price:75C. 
Giovanni, P.O. Box 1781, Spokane, WA 99210 (20 pages/xerox/brochure/ 
rough/CWB)_ 

Defecation 

#5. Being stuck in Hong Kong makes for some very interesting reading, 
especially if you’re trying to have a life just like every other teenager- 
drinking, skipping school, shoplifting, and doing a zine. Brendan explains that 
he’s been trying to cut down on his drinking. I can see why after reading about 
his New Year’s Eve celebration where he blacked out for four hours and woke 
up in a hospital. Since his zine is called Defecation he decided to review some 
of the bathrooms in Hong Kong. They vary quite a bit, all the way down to 
the one at Lan Kwai Fong which is described as “hands down the worst 
bathroom in Hong Kong. It’s not as bad as the one in Trainspotting , but still 
rather revolting.” Loves trading/reviews zines music. Price:$l. Brendan 
Sheridan, Amcongen Hong Kong, PSC 464 Box 30, FPO, AP 96522 (32 
pages/xerox/digest/raw/RSF) 

Dwgsht 

#9. The best issue of Dwgsht I’ve seen to date. Alex packs in increasingly 
more political writing and research, but still gives ample space to the music 
that inspires him. His back-to-back features on the labor strikes of 1912 and 
1934 were wonderful. Lawrence, Massachusetts marks the first time syndi¬ 
calist tactics were employed during a labor strike, resulting in the eventual 
success of the workers. Chris Bishop penned a lengthy and fascinating piece 
on homosexual repression in the Third Reich and the gender theories of Dr. 
Magnus Hirschfeld. Bands highlighted are Brother Inferior and Remission. 
Selective trades/reviews zines music/prints letters. Price:$2. Alex Coughlin, 
Dwgsht Zine, P.O. Box 701, Annapolis, MD 21404 (48 pages/bound 
newsprint/st andard/DTPed/CWB) _ 

Edward 

#5, February ’97. Good effort behind this punk/political zine that takes each 
of its sides quite seriously. As it hails from British Columbia, they often bring 
a unique perspective to the discussion. We here in the States sometimes look 
longingly at our Canadian neighbors, thinking the North looks a little more 
unspoiled, a little saner, a little more humane. But in Al’s rundown of current 
events, he reminds us that things aren’t so rosy in Canada either. Then he talks 
to Propagandhi about local and other issues and recaps some of the 
international struggles occurring today. Loves trading/reviews music/sub- 
missions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4 issues. Pasc Al, 5553 181A St., 
Surrey, BC V3S 7Z2, Canada (30 pages/xerox/digest/raw/CW B) 

+ Enemene + 

#1, July ’97. A sharp first issue for Neil. He concentrates on three 
interviews—Amnesty International, Mark Anderson from the community 
group Positive Force, and Alec Mackaye, lead singer for the Warmers. His 
conversation about illegal immigrants who are stuck in a New Orleans prison 
was eye-opening. Some detainees have been jailed for as long as five years 
while INS decides what to do with them. Meanwhile the prisons get double 
subsidies from the government for watching over this usually docile crowd. 
The interview with Positive Force shows what dedicated folks can do to 
facilitate shows and Mackaye talks about both his and his brother’s musical 
work. It’s great how Neil combines many of his subjects in a single interview, 
asking Alec about Positive Force and AI. Selective trades/reviews music/free 
to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price: free/stamps. Neil Sweeney, 1201 W. 
Esplanade Apt. 1802, Kenner, LA 70065 (44 pages/xerox/digest/rough/ 
CWB) _ 

Fucktooth 

#22, February ’97. It’s been a while since I’ve reviewed an issue of Fucktooth 
because even though it’s a great zine, its main focus isn’t really on queer stuff. 
But this issue has enough queer-related material that I get to review it. Yay! 
Great rants about relationships and sexuality, such as only wanting to date 
other type-A people, nonmonogamy, long distance relationships, and bisex¬ 
uality; the problem of D.I.Y. workaholism; interviews from a continuing 
series called “fifty ways to be punk” with Theo Witsell of the zine Spectacle, 
Kent McClard of Ebullition and Heart AttaCk, and Ryan Taxles of Catch 
22; rants about caffeine, nutrition, women’s health, and AIDS and needles; 
hopping freight trains; getting married; and queer consciousness. Price:$2. 
Jen Angel, P.O. Box 590514, San Francisco, CA 94159—Email: 
jenangel@mindspring.com (88 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/4 times a year/ 
LR) _ 

Goblin’s Armpit 

Vol. 2, #4, Spring ’97. After a little absence, the Armpit is back with its own 
brand of medieval punk and mayhem. We hear about a trip to Eugene last year 
for the U.S. version of Chaos Days. Unfortunately, it was much more sedate 
than the experience in Hanover, but still a good time. Throughout the issue, 
we get Sean’s musings on natural living away from the city and lots of sword 
and sorcery ink drawings that are quite good for the genre. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines books comics music. Price:$1 + 2 stamps. Sean Goblin, P.O. 
Box 73, Odenton, MD 21113 (32 pages/xerox/digest/raw/CWB) 
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♦ Gracious ♦ 

#3, Spring ’97. A little fiction and poetry is mixed into this latest release from 
Zak. He mostly chats with smaller bands and includes some excellent essays 
as well. “38 Reasons Why You Should Be Afraid Of Your Government” was 
an outstanding piece that pulls together some of the many attacks and 
subversive operations perpetrated by those in power. The next time you hear 
someone say “If you aren’t doing anything wrong, you don’t have anything 
to be afraid of” why don’t you talk to the Delanes who were nearly shot by 
snipers for “moving dirt without permits” in their creation of duck ponds on 
their own property. You could talk to Erdman Bascomb about the police that 
smashed down his door in search of cocaine (which didn’t exist) but they shot 
him dead when he pulled a TV remote control on them. Lots of research went 
into this crucial piece and it includes many lesser known stories alongside 
some of the bigger ones. The interviews and band profiles didn’t really stack 
up after reading this but if you are into the smaller 
acts there’s Ten Yard Fight, Prema, and Bouncing 
Souls. No trades/reviews music. Price:$3. Zak 
Kindrachuk, 106 Meeshaway Trail, Medford 
Lakes, NJ 08055—Email: anthem96@aol.com 
(44 pages/bound newsprint/standard/DTPed/ 

CWB) _ 

Instamod: I Hate 

#6. This one is filled with lots of helpful hints and 
news reports for young punks, all punctuated with 
cutesy primitive drawings. It’s a quick read, with 
short comments and tales, but it’s really quite fun. 

I liked her bit on vending machines. She explained 
the pleasure of putting money in and instantly 
getting food (though it’s all too often unhealthy 
and dreadful). She had a great idea for selling indie 
music cassettes in an old-style cigarette vending 
machine. But alas, the tapes were a tiny bit too 
wide. She talked a bit about her roommate—how 
close they are, but also their different outlooks on 
feminist political issues. She’s also angry about 
how all the fratboys think she’s a lesbian just 
because she’s close friends with her roommate. 

Loves trading. Price:$l. K., P.O. Box 3653, 

Gaithersburg, MD 20885-3653-URL: http:// 
www. gl .umbc. edu/~ kchang2/cubreporter .html (10 pages/xerox/standard/raw/ 
RSF) _ 

Maximumrocknroll 

#171, August ’97. With Jen Angel on board as one of the two zine 
coordinators, MRR seems to be on a steady keel. Lots of really good columns 
this time including one from Jen where she offers advice for people who 
submit interviews for publication in MRR. Another standout is Larry 
Harmon’s column where he discusses the basic Kinko’s and postal scams 
available to zine publishers. No trades/reviews zines books music/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$18 for 6 issues. Jen Angel, Maximumrockn¬ 
roll, P.O. Box 460760, San Francisco, CA 94146-0760 (bound newsprint/ 
standard/polished/RSF) 

Muddle Fanzine 

#10, April ’97. Muddle is hanging in there for the long haul. It’s not easy 
producing a zine of 100+ pages, but they put a lot of work into each issue and 
interview a ton of bands: Descendents, Screaching Weasel, and Propagandhi 
to name a few. The interview with Terry Moore, creator of the comic 
Strangers in Paradise was full of important observations about U.S. society. 
He was sick of Hollywood perpetrating the unreal Baywatch image so he 
strived to create something more honest in his work. Essays cover corporate 
domination of our media and the state of the zine world. No trades/reviews 
music/free to prisoners. Price:$2. Ron Richards, P.O. Box 621, Ithaca, NY 
14851-0621—Email: ronii@computerworks.net—URL: http://muddle.ml.org 
(104 pages/bound newsprint/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

Mylxine 

#10. An engaging cross section of the punk community that mixes music, 
scams, and feminist action. We get lengthy interviews with Pansy Division 
and Cub, Scott’s argument against the “stars and bars” rebel flag, reprints 
from Jen Angel and Sabrina Sandata, and an interesting chat with Jessica 
Lawless who’s working with Lydia Lunch on a new video project. Finally, 
Scott retells his phone shenanigans that left him $320 richer after switching 
phone companies every couple of months. It’s not every day that you can scam 
the big guys for such big bucks and do it legally. Selective trades/reviews zines 
music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$5 for 4 issues. Scott 
Satterwhite, P.O. Box 3086, Pensacola, FL 32516-3086 (76 pages/xerox/ 
half-legal/ro ugh/CWB) _ 

+ Ox + 

#26, March ’97. There has to be buttloads of German zines, but for some 
reason we get more from Italy, France, Denmark, and even the Ukraine than 
we ever see from Germany. Ox is actually the first one to turn up in some time 
and it corners the market with its dense coverage of the underground. Of 
course, the focus is on music with tons of news and commentary, but it also 
has an extensive section for zines, comix, books, and to a lesser extent, film. 


Great feature on censorship in Germany that includes NOFX, Disney, and 
Spiegelman’s Maus. Entirely in German which is surprisingly readable in 
spots. The subtitle for the review of Showgirls is simply “Tittenparade.” Also 
included is a full-length CD of hardcore, pop punk, and speed metal. Loves 
trading/reviews zines books comics videos music/prints letters. Price:$5. 
Subs:$18 for 4 issues. Joachim Hiller, P.O. Box 143445, 45264 Essen, 
Germany—Email: ox-fanzine@t-online.de—URL: http://king.dom.de/ox (116 
pages/bound newsprint/euro-standard/polished/CWB) 

Pants that Don’t Fit 

#9. John, the co-publisher behind the excellent D.I.Y. Guide, brings us 
another issue of his spirited punk zine. Instead of the usual punk offerings, we 
find some informative pieces and personal notes. His tour diary ended on a 
really sour note. Their van was stolen along with all their equipment and 
personal stuff, leaving them stranded in Portland. They did manage to find the 
van eventually but it was sad and gutted and 
required lots of money to get it out of hock and 
fixed up. Nifty articles on self-defense and the 
politics of the music industry. Loves trading/ 
reviews zines books music/free to prisoners. 
Price:$l. John Gerken, P.O. Box 720716, San 
Jose, CA 95172 (30 pages/xerox/digest/rough/ 
CWB) _ 

Pour Some Sugar On Me 

Summer ’97. There’s the sloppy “gimme the 
scissors and a SPIN magazine” school of layout 
and then there’s people who take pains to put 
something much more creative together. Erin’s 
zine definitely belongs to the latter. Her writing is 
about all sorts of punk and personal stuff, but she 
lays it out with a lot of charm and humor. On the 
topic of death, she dredges up the memories of her 
gym teacher, a schoolmate with a bag on his head, 
and her great aunt, all of whom died and left great 
stories in their wake. Not to drag up Robert 
Dupree again, but after reading his letters to Erin 
I was freshly reminded how utterly creepy (and 
dorky) his tactics were. There’s also a joint Toy 
Dolls review that Erin was forced into sharing 
with her brother, and Jen’s story of her first visit 
to the gynecologist. Loves trading/reviews zines/submissions wanted. Price:2 
stamps. Erin Q., 3 Orchard Dr., Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 (14 pages/ 
xerox/standard/raw/CWB) 

Punk 101 

A study of punk + oi! 

#5. A really fine punk zine that features a plethora of essays and commentary, 
giving the whole thing a very well-rounded feel. It’s put together by Jen and 
Ian in order to support, promote, and occasionally criticize the Long Island 
scene. I really enjoyed Jen’s comics that illustrate why she hates school. 
Another good piece is Ian’s discussion of world hunger where he places the 
blame directly on multinational corporations and governments around the 
world. Ian also wrote up a TV rant that sounds very similar to others I’ve read 
but it’s still just as vital. They also printed a bunch of reviews and interviewed 
the bands Citizen Fish and Sad Society. No trades/reviews zines books music. 
Price donation + 2 stamps. Ian Nihilate, 148 E. Roe Blvd., Patchogue, NY 
11772 (36 pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) 

Punk Planet 

#19, August ’97. For coverage of more than just punk rock turn to Punk 
Planet. Tons of reviews, tons of interviews, tons of ads, tons of columns, but 
they also throw in plenty of other stuff making this a fine, well-balanced read. 
The cover story in this one is on heroin and the damage it causes to people’s 
lives. Kim Nicolini wrote a compelling piece where she explored the 
connections between punk rock, nihilism, and heroin. Carol Steel presented 
a more personal essay about her life with heroin and her struggles to overcome 
it. Other interesting articles look at Toronto’s punk collective Who’s Emma 
and the details of Alternative Tenticles’s new trouble with the law. On the 
more musical side we get interviews with Dillinger Four, Trans Meggetti, Hal 
A1 Shedad, and The Softies. No trades/reviews zines music/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$2. Punk Planet, P.O. Box 464, Chicago, IL 
60690—Email: punkplanet@aol.com (168 pages/bound newsprint/standard/ 
polished/RSF) 

Rational Inquirer 

#8. Resourceful, intelligent, and whatta punch. This even bigger issue is 
jammed with music, columns, and best of all, more D.I.Y. knowledge than 
ever before. Did you even finish reading the last issue yet? T. Chandler 
continues his series on putting a record out, this time talking about how 7"s 
are made. If you are just getting into recording, you must read what he has 
to say. Then there’s J. Schreurs advice on owning your own business, in his 
case a record store. It’s a down-to-earth reality check for anyone who wants 
to start selling zines, music, coffee, or whatever with hopes of supporting 
themselves. Lotsa great interviews with Blanks 77, Rocket From the Crypt, 
Voodoo Glow Skulls, the Cows and Fun People (which is in both English and 
Spanish). If you are looking for an alternative to Maximum or Punk Planet, 


+ PTBH + 

#2, Summer ’97. One of the most entertaining and 
fun punk zines of this issue. Rex has single- 
handedly reminded me that yes, there are more 
things to put into a punk zine than just interviews 
with the locals. The story of squatting inside a 
Portland bridge was an exciting standoff between 
the cops and the punks. The punks were backed 
into a corner but their good luck and ingenuity 
saved them from capture. Then Rex explains how 
fast his father can slam on the brakes and unbuckle 
his seatbelt, especially after hearing Rex call him 
a twat. About selling out, Rex gives us his take on 
the whole issue. He wants to know what all the kids 
who accuse everyone of selling out are doing with 
their lives to pay the bills—working some crummy 
retail job? Yeah, that’s integrity all right. Finally, 
in “Breakfast, Lunch, and Dumpster” he explains 
how to live off remaindered food, sometimes for 
weeks on end. It’s a funny guide, but actually has 
some serious tips for divers. Loves trading. 
Price:$l. Rex, 540 E. 5th Ave., Anchorage, AK 
99501 (22 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 
















this is it. Comes with a full-length CD of almost 40 punk tunes. Loves trading/ 
reviews zines books videos music/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$4.50. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Rational Inquirer, 2050 W. 56 St. Suite 
32-221, Hialeah, FL 33016—Email: rational@gil.net—URL: http:// 
www.gil.net/''rational (138 pages/bound newsprint/standard/polished/CWB) 

Rust 

Hardcore Zine 

#5. Derek is busting a gut to make his zine really stand out. He brings up some 
of the bigger issues in punk and interviews some hot bands in the meantime. 
One article that seemed a bit snide was the conversation with Christian 
hardcore labels. Despite pledging to be objective, Derek’s goal seemed to be 
to nail the labels down to some hard-line credo about who they will and won’t 
support. To his credit, Brandon at Tooth and Nail maintained his Christian 
beliefs, raised an interesting point about Christian hardcore going against the 
mainstream of punk and society, and in general came off as a regular guy who 
happens to love Slayer but doesn’t want to sign them to his label. There’s also 
a piece on getting involved with the Sea Shepherds, vengeful pranks from 
Ryan Taxles, a really long list of vegan foodstops across the country, and an 
interview with Sick of it All. Selective trades/reviews zines music/prints 
letters. Price:$2. Derek Ham, P.O. Box 2293, Seattle, WA 98111-2293— 
Email: merch@halcyon.com—URL: http://www.meltdown43.com/rust.htm 
(60 pages/x erox/standard/polished/CWB) _ 

Screams From Inside 

#6. Clear, concise writing on the political situation with just enough personal 
material to whet your appetite. Carissa’s opening discussion/lexicon of 
political movements and terms was right on. She explains the fundamentals 
of anarchy, the I.W.W., and even such routine words as racism, sexism, and 
capitalism. She also writes about the incidence of women in prison, the 
country’s fascination with crime, and how the death of a friend deeply affected 
her. Thoughtful writing that is no less firm because of its subdued tone. Loves 
trading/reviews zines music/free to prisoners/prints letters. Price:$2. Carissa 
Screams, 23 Washington Terrace, St. Louis, MO 63112 (32 pages/bound 
newsprint/st andard/DTPed/CWB) _ 

Slug & Lettuce 

#49, June ’97. This thick issue of S&L has a few surprises in it. Most notably 
is the eight-page insert bonus zine, Harbinger. This is like a Situationist- 
inspired publication that focuses on the struggles of modern life and offers 
solutions on living it to its fullest. It has a strange feel to it, almost like a 
Scientologist publication, but its critique of TV certainly sounds more like 
Debord. Right next to that is a big pull-out poster of ABC No Rio for you to 


hang up on your wall. A real eye-opener is Lee Diamond’s expose on dealing 
with Dutch East India. He detailed what happened when he tried to establish 
a simple, honest business relationship with them. He starts out explaining the 
benefits of production and distribution deals, then explained what happened 
when he started a similar deal with DEI—inaccurate sales reports, incompe¬ 
tent staff, and of course no money ever paid. Bottom line is stay away. No 
trades/reviews zines books music/submissions wanted. Price:55C. Christine 
Boarts, P.O. Box 6632, Richmond, VA 23261-6632 (16 pages/loose news- 
print/tabloid/DTPed/6 times a year/RSF) 

Sub-Pulse 

#3. Continuing on with substantive articles from the punk rock perspective, 
Daniel and his contributors make Sub-Pulse something to take notice of. 
Andy’s research into the Dead Kennedys Frankenchrist trial of 1985 was a 
welcome piece that put the incident into perspective. He goes into many of the 
details of the trial and explained that despite the hung jury, it was hardly a 
victory for the band or for free speech. There’s also the chilling story of the 
murder of Jonny Gammage. Jonny, an African-American, was pulled overby 
five white cops and brutally murdered without ever being accused of a crime. 
The cops got off scot-free, lending credence to the idea that African 
Americans live under a state of siege. Interviews with Voodoo Glow Skulls, 
Less Than Jake, and No Empathy. No trades/reviews zines music. Price:$l .50. 
Daniel Kingery, 2412 Slay back St., Urbana, IL 61802 (48 pages/bound 
newsprint/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

Zips & Chains 

#10, Jan. ’97. Catering mostly to hardcore, this zine is packed with intelligent 
band interviews. I most enjoyed the conversations with Dave Smalley (Dag 
Nasty, All, Down By Law), Fugazi, John Crawford (Queen of the Scene), 
Christine Boarts (Slug & Lettuce), and NoMeansNo. Also in this issue: 
Avail, CIV, Crunch, Decadence Within, Lag Wagon, NOFX, Peace of Mind, 
Permanent Scar, and White Frogs. The music and zine reviews are also 
extensive. In English, and very informative. No trades/reviews zines music. 
Price:$3. Dario Adamic, Zips & Chains, C.P. 15319, 00143 Roma Lauren- 
tino, Italy (82 pages/TOM) 


OTHER ZINES 


A.D.D. #1. A standard punkrock fanzine that’s looking for more contributors. Lots 
of interviews in their first issue. They talked to Less Than Jake, Down by Law, 
VooDoo Glow Skulls, Afi, Diesel Boy, Discount, the Crumbs, and Strung Out. Lots 
of comics too—I particularly liked the punk rock dress-up paper dolls. David J. 
DeMedici, A.D.D., 7309 Huntley Ave., Tampa, FL 33604 (standard/DTPed/RSF) 
ANTITHISESTABLISHMENTARIANISM A thick zine that seems a bit disorga- 
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nized and hard to follow. No binding, badly xeroxed 
photos, no page numbers, and no table of contents 
makes things even worse. There’s a long reprint about 
the drug war and an interview with Suppression, but it’s 
hard to figure out anything else. Price:$2. Greg Neate, 
P.O. Box 21811, Roanoke, VA 24018. Loves trading. 

(116/diges t/RSF) _ 

AUNT FRANNE #5. This issue has some serious 
stuff—writings about racism and the term “white trash. ” 
Plus there’s reader response about reclaiming “the c 
word.” Anonymous Boy lists his top 6 sexy punk boys. 
There’s also a lot of music coverage with show and 
record reviews and an interview with the Teen Idols and 
Spent Idols. Price:$2. Aunt Franne, Box 523, Strat¬ 
ford, NJ 0 8084 (40/standard/LR) _ 

COLD TRAX #1. From the publisher of Drew comes 
this new zine which is a bit of a disappointment. It’s full 
of punkrock attitude—lots of rants, reviews, and travel 
stories, but Drew was so perverse—this is so... 
Price:$1.50. Jeffrey C., P.O. Box 791, Berkeley, CA 
94701. Sel ective trades. (half-legal/raw/RS F) [58] 
DEATH OF SUBMISSION #3, Winter ’96. DoS is an 
angry, fuck-shit-up zine that would just as soon see 
every cop’s head on a pole paraded through town. Lots 
of comics, stories, news, and rants about what life is 
like in Silver City, New Mexico. Price:$l + 2 stamps. 
Subs:$6 for 4. Seth Goodkind, 703 Mt. View Rd., 
Silver City, NM 88061. Selective trades. (32/digest/ 

raw/CWB)J61]_ 

GLUTTON FOR PUNKISHMENT There are lots of 
good ideas here (like comments about the local scene 
and the state of punk rock) but I’m a bit disappointed 
with its haphazard design and production. Just because 
it’s punkrock, doesn’t mean you can’t care about the 
work you do. Price:55C. Glutton for Punkishment, 
P.O. Box 15295, San Francisco, CA 94115. Loves 

trading. (1 2/digest/raw/RSF) _ 

I STAND ALONE #7, January ’97. Nicely designed 
zine that emphasizes hardcore and straightedge with 
bands like Brother’s Keeper, Neurosis, Earth Crisis, 
and XInvictusX. More topical writing (even about the 
local scene) would add some depth to this. Price:$2. 
Adele Collins, P.O. Box 321, Buckner, KY 40010 (30/ 

standard/D TPed/CWB) _ 

INCOMPETENCE FORUM March ’97. Quite a chat¬ 
ty, lighthearted zine that doesn’t take things too serious¬ 
ly. Amidst all the tunes and profiles are things like 
“extra space babble.” Short chat with Larry Liver¬ 
more, the story of Richard Sacchi’s ambush and murder 


of local cops, and lots of short essays and reviews. 
Price:$2. Emily Keller, 235 Garth Rd. Apt. B3A, 
Scarsdale, NY 10538-3938. Selective trades. (30/stan- 

dard/DTP ed/CWB) _ 

INDY #3. This issue George shares his run-in with the 
cops. He was out just shooting photos of skaters at the 
bank but was still given a warning for trespassing. He 
also introduces a new term that could easily catch on: 
cXe. It stands for crooked edge and refers to people 
who know smoking and drinking are wrong, but do it 
anyway. Price:$l. George Sweetman, P.O. Box 523, 
Station M, Calgary, AB T2P 2J2, Canada (36/digest/ 
rough/CWB) 

THE INTERNATIONAL FANZINE #2. These guys 
seem to really get hung up on labels. They debate what 
bands are “real” ska, why mod is just a rehash of a dead 
scene, that heavy metal is all a corporate joke, and (you 
saw it coming) who the true punk bands are. Price:$l .50. 
Dawn Lore, 14 Kelly Rd., Carmel, NY 10512 (27/ 

standard/ r aw/CWB) _ 

MOTION SICKNESS #4, Spring ’97. Lots of original 
band photos (although many become black smears 
when relegated to the xerox machine) and a heavy 
cartload of interviews. They talk to Motorhead, Swin¬ 
gin’ Utters, Descendents, SNFU, and Boris the Sprin¬ 
kler. Price:$1.25???. Motion Sickness, 6221 Delmar 
Blvd. Apt. 202 Rear, St. Louis, MO 63130. Selective 
trades. (64 /standard/DTPed/CWB) [61] 

THE NEUS SUBJECT #7, January ’97. Single-sheeter 
that keeps up with all that’s happening in the local 
scene. It’s just a tiny zine but they do a great job by 
reporting on all that’s happening in the Ohio/Kentucky/ 
Indiana region. Price:SASE???. Julie and Shawn, 4056 
Crowsley Ave., Norwood, OH 45212 (2/standard/raw/ 

RSF) _ 

NO DIE #1. A couple brief essays about scene unity 
and what to do with people who drag the scene down 
with crime and violence. Jasen relates one experience 
where four skins stomped a homeless man to death. He 
called the cops with reluctance and was left asking 
himself how many people in the scene would or could 
stand up to these goons, or even administer first aid. 
Price:???. Jasen, 1508 Third St., Duarte, CA 91010 

(24 M/raw/CWB)_ 

NO RULE ZINE #3. All-Swedish zine based around 
interviews in the hardcore scene. Offsetting that is the 
goofy Swedish poetry (rhyming “baj baj” with “bla- 
barspaj”) and the articles on the MC5 and Native 
Americans. Price:$3???. Dick Sandstrom, No Rule 


Zine, Vallbyv 21B, 645 42 Strangnas, Sweden (36/ 

euro-stand ard/DTPed/CWB) _ 

PAU ‘79 #2, July ’97. Kinda tame punk reading that 
goes in for more satire and adolescent gags than 
discussion of music or politics. Neat story on the 
Hawaiian zine fest. Price:$l. Vincent Lee, 3215 Ala 
Ilima St. #608B, Honolulu, HI 96818. Loves trading. 

(18/digest/ rough/CWB) _ 

POOL DUST #27, August ’97. This “quarter-ass” 
issue, as Chris calls it, is loaded with lots of photos, an 
issue retrospective, skating stories from all over, bare- 
buns naked buttcheeks, and a good list of skating zines. 
Price:$2. Chris Lundry, P.O. Box 85664, Seattle, WA 
98145-1664. Selective trades. (44/standard/polished/ 

CWB) [59]_ 

PUNCROCK ZINE #5. Nine pages of reviews and 
three pages of columns makes this one look like a micro 
version of Maximumrocknroll. Andy Gilchrist recount¬ 
ed his years on Manhattan public access and Michael 
talked about his senior year in high school. Price:$l. 
Michael Gellar, P.O. Box 130, Ardsley, NY 10502- 
0130. Loves trading. (20/standard/rough/RSF) [55] 
QUADROCEPTTVE INFINITATION #3. Review- 
based zine with a lot of 7"s and zines. In his personal 
column Lewis talks about his anti-chain stance and how 
he got into punk and skating. Price:$1. Lewis Houston, 
RR#1 Box 1168, Nescopeck, PA 18635 (30/standard/ 

rough/CWB)_ 

SAN JOSER #4, February ’97. This is pretty dated by 
now and pretty sloppy but deserves a mention. Neat 
reprint on defending vegetarianism against the tired 
arguments of meat eaters and a short but spirited tribute 
called “Black Sabbath is Punk as Fuck! ” Price:2 stamps. 
Patrick, 302 Copco Ln., San Jose, CA 95123. Loves 

trading. (3 8/digest/rough/CWB) _ 

SHARKPOOL #1. A basic HC zine from this British 
neophyte zinester. My favorite piece is the center 
spread where she compared her sister’s sex life (quite 
hyperactive) to her own (quite subdued). Plenty of 
interviews—Ten Foot Pole, Diesel Boy, No Fun at All, 
Panic, and Buck Wild. Price:$3. Tracy Bosworth, 20 
Grange Road, Broughton, Kettering, Nothants, NN14 

1PH, U.K. (36/digest/raw/RSF) _ 

SOBRIQUET #8. Quite pale reading that includes a 
minor run-in with campus security and an interview 
with Vic Gedris, the guy behind World Wide Punk on 
the web. Price:$1.50. Erik Grayson, 40 Quail Run, 
Long Vall ey, NJ 07853 (14/standard/DTPe d/CWB) 
SPANK #21, February ’97. Spank provides a much- 
needed voice to the Des Moines punk/indie scene. 
There’s lots in these 48 pages to keep you busy for a 
while. Besides the endless pages of reviews, there’s 
also interviews with Hazel, Pond, The Van Pelt, Gnomes 
of Zurich, and the folks who run Crank! Records. 
Price:$2. Doug Daugherty, 1004 Rose Ave., Des 
Moines, IA 50315-3000. Selective trades. (48/stan- 

dard/polis hed/RSF) [59] _ 

STRESS FACTOR #5, July ’97. A wandering punk 
zine that includes a lot more variety than the genre 
norm. There’s a rant about the popularity of punk rock, 
a complaint about religion, a discussion of the impor¬ 
tance of autonomy, a critique of the abundance of news 
programs on TV, and an interview with Sinkhole. 
Price:$l + 2 stamps. Subs:$6 for 6. Scott, 3137 N. 
12th St., Coeur d’ Alene, ID 83814. Selective trades. 

(24/digest/ DTPed/RSF) [61] _ 

TOOTHSOME ZINE #1, March ’97. This is the debut 
issue of a prejudiced little zine focusing on snowboard¬ 
ing, animal rights and the punk scene. There are also 
sections for record reviews, zine reviews and some 
guitar tabulature. Interviews with the Marshes and 
Plow United. Selective trades/reviews zines comics 
music/prints letters. Price:$l + 2 stamps. Chris Gillis, 
Toothsome Zine, 29 Potonumecot Rd., Chatham, MA 
02633—Email: csgillis@student.umass.edu (28 pages/ 

xerox/dige st/rough/TOM) _ 

TRUE SCHOOL #2. I dug the scene report from 
Poland. Dominick Uhlig writes about hardcore, skat¬ 
ing, and the roots of the sXe scene, including some 
contact info as well. Short chats with 25 ta Life and 
Union, with some stuff on veganism, girlfriends, and 
label news. Price:$2. Bill Gehrlein, P.O. Box 11084, 
Erie, PA 1 6514-1084 (36/digest/rough/CW B) 

VIEW #3, July ’97. Local scene coverage with a few 
standout pieces. We hear of the Detroit-area graffiti 
exhibition, the murder of musician Steve Krass, and 
notes on making a red box to scam telephone calls. 
Price:$l. Subs:$2 for 2. Shawn, P.O. Box 530722, 
Livonia, MI 48153-0722. Loves trading. (24/standard/ 
DTPed/CWB) 
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Riot Grrrls are getting lots of attention these 
days. There are Riot Grrrl zines listed here 
along with traditional feminist publications. 

Angry Young Woman 

#6. Angry Young Woman is an apt description of this zine. Gloria, with her 
increasing number of contributors, keeps the bile flowing, often at the horde 
of morons around her. Kimberly Bright takes the piss out of men who refuse 
to wear a condom. The next time a man claims to be allergic to latex, she 
recommends making him prove it by “putting the condom on anyway and 
waiting to see if he breaks out in a rash. ” Debbie Goad’s “Animals Are Better 
Than People” is an over-the-top appreciation of pets and nature. Finally, 
Gloria rails on the dating scene, explaining how she is much happier (and 
safer) on her own than with some creep who she can’t stand to have around. 
No trades/reviews zines comics music/age statement/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2???. Gloria, P.O. Box 50167, Fort Wayne, IN 46805—Email: 
aywoman@ aol.com (32 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

+ Be Nice ♦ 

Or I 'll Fucking Kill You 

#1. This first effort from Gabrielle carries several provoking essays on 
weight, rape, and other gender issues. For those of you interested in treating 
medical problems yourselves, check out Gabrielle’s home remedies for yeast 
infections, itching, and UTIs. There’s also a lengthy review and discussion 
of A Woman’s Book of Choices, a rebuttal to the most common attacks against 
vegetarianism, and her story of being accosted (for lack of a better word) by 
a masturbating cyclist. Price:$1. Gabrielle Moisan, P.O. Box 220320, 
Greenpoint Post Office, Brooklyn, NY 11222—Email: suzukibeane@ 
waonline.com (24 pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/CWB) 

Bitch 

Feminist Response to Pop Culture 

Vol. 2, #2, Summer ’97. Thoughtful, concise writing that’s put together with 
a discerning eye for top-notch design. Exploring pop culture from a decidedly 
feminist...from a decidedly angry feminist viewpoint, Bitch turns the 
commodity world upside down so we can study it while it squirms with its legs 
in the air. In this issue they look at fashion—exploring how it enslaves women, 
and how to better take control of it. They start off by exploring the new fashion 
magazine for large-sized women, Mode. Lots of good news, but at the same 
time it isn’t perfect. Another good piece is the essay on bad girls in the cinema, 
highlighting Freeway for the fine movie that it is. They also examine the TV 
show Cybill, the trend in smutty clothes, and the new computer games 
specifically designed for girls. No trades/reviews zines books comics music/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3.50. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. Lisa 
Jervis, Bitch Publications, 3128 16th St., Box 201, San Francisco, CA 
94103—Email: ljervis@sirius.com (36 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

♦ Bust + 

#9, Summer ’97. Slick, well-written, edgy, and utterly entertaining, Bust is. 
I’m declaring right now, the zine of the ’90s. It features honest, funny, and 
polished writing by women that tackles subjects from sex to work to fashion 
with ease. The Goddess issue finds the women of Bust in a reverent mode, 
looking at those women who have influenced them the most. Mikki Halpin 
sings the praises of everyone’s Lucky Star goddess, Madonna, while Gabby 
Gamboa cartoons the life of country music goddesses Jean Shepard, Maybelle 
Carter, and Wanda Jackson, who Giovanna also immortalizes on the next page 
as the Queen of Rockabilly. And speaking of music, Kim Gordon and 
Thurston Moore turn in their own goddess list. That’s along with the 
goddesses from A to Z list. Goddesses Judy Blume, Kathy Acker, Diamanda 
Galas, and others are interviewed. Price:$4. Subs:$14 for 4 issues. Celina 
Hex and Betty Boob, Bust, P.O. Box 319, Ansonia Station, New York, NY 
10023—Email: bust@aol.com—URL: http://www.BUST.com (120 pages/ 
standard/pol ished/MLW) 

Deeznuts 

#4. Kabuki Girl is very outspoken about animal rights, the cosmetics industry, 
abortion rights, and sexism; she certainly puts together a thought-provoking 
collection of rants. Highlights include her comments about the push from sXe- 
ers to make raves drug-free, the image of feminists, Henry Rollins’s spoken- 
word performances, the lack of democracy in our government, and all her 
discussions about animal rights. Loves trading/reviews zines/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$2. Kabuki Girl, 1029 Eglon Court, Merrick, NY 
11566-1010 (xerox/half-legal/raw/RSF) 

•♦•The Future Generation♦ 

#7, February ’97. An outstanding zine on motherhood and parenting that 
shoots for the less conservative crowd. The lengthy discussion of the Goddess 
figure was an in-depth look at female-based Paganism and how Christianity 
incorporated it into its own mythos. Particularly interesting was the cross 
cultural comparison and how other communities have celebrated motherhood 
instead of denigrating it. Then we hear about China’s experience being a single 
mother, what her expectations were, and how it’s turning out. I always like 


to see zines explore the opposite side of their own views and we get some 
understanding essays on the pressures of motherhood and why it can drive 
some mothers to kill their children as Susan Smith did. No filler, just lots of 
crucial and provocative reading. Selective trades/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$4 for 2 issues. China Doll, P.O. Box 465, Fairfield, 
PA 17320 (36 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

•♦•Grannies & Girls + 

This one-shot was inspired by a book that the publisher happened to pick up 
one day. She was so taken with The Raging Grannies Songbook that she 
wanted to spread the word and let everyone know how cool it is. It’s a 
collection of rewritten songs for the post-Riot Girl set, and uses common folk 
and pop songs as a base. Publisher Marge makes lots of comparisons between 
the snarly new generation of girls and the equally snarly fuck-shit-up blue hair 
crowd. It’s short, fun, and bridges two eras of women nicely. Selective trades. 
Price:2 stamps. Daughters of Houdini, P.O. Box 40291, San Francisco, CA 
94140 (12 pages/xerox/mini/raw/CWB) 

+ Ha! + 

#1, Summer ’97. Political, writerly, amusing, and relevant, this zine for 
women is off to a good start. Published by the Lilith Collective, it features 
essays, fiction, poetry, and personal writings on a wide range of subjects. 
Issue one includes Chris Chapman’s (he’s a guy) honest examination of the 
ERA and feminism, from his early opposition to it to his gradual realization 
of its importance. “The ERA may be gone,” he writes. “But the attitudes and 
values its supporters sought to change are not. ” There are some good pieces 
on body image here, including Aruna Radhakrishna’s examination of how 
India’s standards of beauty are changing due to Western influence; Diane 
Wininger’s look at a particularly vile regional women’s magazine; and a great 
photomontage of insulting pictures taken from the media titled “How Many 
Images Does It Take To Piss Off a Feminist?” For advanced body image 
students, Ha! even includes a lesson on how to find your cervix with a 
handmirror and a flashlight. There’s lots of poetry, columns, and short fiction 
here, as well. The collective, it seems, had a problem with their printer 
censoring a couple of images and words in this issue (see cover story), so write 
them and give ‘em your support. Selective trades/reviews zines books videos 
music/free to prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$ 10 
for 3 issues. Lisa Garmon, P.O. Box 1282, Carrboro, NC 27510—Email: 
gmonster@email.unc.edu—URL: http://www.unc.edu/'cherylt (56 pages/ 
offset/stand ard/DTPed/MLW) _ 

Lilith 

The Independent Jewish Women's Magazine 

Vol. 22, #2, Summer ’97. This glossy magazine explores feminism and 
Judaism, and the nexus where the two meet. There’s so much to read in this 
wonderful issue—Deena Metzger makes a pilgrimage to Mt. Sinai; Emily 
Bazelon sings the praises of the Moosewood Cookbook and talks to its creator, 
Mollie Katzen; Sarah Wildman examines the issue of sweatshop labor; liana 
Trachtman talks about throwing a Jewish wedding shower (complete with gift 
suggestions based on mitzvahs); and Rabbi Susan Schnur provides tips for 
slowing down on Shabbat. Price:$5. Subs:$18 for 4 issues. Lilith Publica¬ 
tions, 250 W. 57th St. #2432, New York, NY 10107-Email: 
LilithMag@aol.com (52 pages/offset/standard/professional/MLW) 

MadWoman 

#8, July ’96. Helena creates this very outspoken and sometimes brutal 
collection of collages and personal tales, all designed to fight sexism and 
abuse. Some of the pages are completely original creations, suitable for 
xeroxing and postering around town while others are detourned advertise¬ 
ments that expose the sexism inherent in the original message. The issue starts 
off with a disturbing tale of a casual acquaintance who turned out to have a 
perverse sexist mind. I particularly enjoyed the uplifting tale of meeting 
different women all over the world and the rant about women’s body hair. 
There’s also the ongoing used boyfriend auction for vengeful yet subtle 
retaliation against your ex. Loves trading/reviews zines/free to prisoners/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$2. Helena Perkins, 30 South Fourth St., Madi¬ 
son, WI 537 04-5253 (22 pages/xerox/standard/rough/RSF) 

♦ Malathimichelle ♦ 

#1. Girl-positive music zine with some strong essays and shorter personal 
writing. This was the first time I had seen the collected list of abuses that 
women have endured through the years. It’s a long series of cultural, 
religious, and societal subjugation, and is quite alarming. Hopefully it’ll be 
appearing in wider circles soon as it’s perfect for the zine medium. Factsheets 
on the tampon/dioxin connection and adolescent rape, and interviews with 
Lucid Nation and Team Dresch. Loves trading. Price:$l .50. Jamie Michelle, 
1556 Aldercreek PI., Westlake Village, CA 91362 (36 pages/xerox/digest/ 
rough/C WB)_ 

•♦■Our Lady of Welfare + 

#2, Summer ’96. An intriguing publication that attempts to combat the 
negative stereotype of single young mothers on welfare. It was organized by 
a bunch of welfare moms who graduated from college and struggle to fight 
the horrible way they’re portrayed in the press. It’s only published once a year 
but they’ve got all the back issues available. This is the “teen mom issue” and 
features short discussions by single mothers who became pregnant while still 
in their teens. Crystal (age 17) told us the difficulty she’s had fighting the state 
to regain custody of her own child; Robyn’s (age 17) boyfriend left her after 
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she refused to get an abortion; and Melissa (age 19) got lots of support from 
her boyfriend and family. Selective trades/free to prisoners/submissions 
wanted. Price:$l. Jennifer Blair, 257 N. Winooski Ave., Burlington, VT05401 
—Email: jt willia@gnu.uvm.edu (26 pages/offset/standard/poli shed/RSF) 

Outrage 

#5, August ’96. Outrage hits different themes each issue and this time pays 
tribute to outstanding women in history and fiction. Following that it reprints 
a large and varied collection of newspaper articles that highlight activism, 
progress, and women’s use of computers. The long list that Alan composed 
of “sheroes” was excellent. He looks at fictional characters like Clarice 
Starling (of Silence of the Lambs), Wonder Woman, V.I. Warshawski, 
Princess Leia, and Dorothy Gale. In real life we hear about many influential 
women who often go ignored in the history books. Nellie Bly held the record 
for travel around the world in her time, beating Phineas Fogg’s record by eight 
whole days. She of course managed to do it in real 
life, while Fogg performed his feats in a novel. 

One of my favorite reprints was the brief compar¬ 
ison of Ken’s plastic doll body to that of living 
breathing men. To stack up to the Mattel doll, men 
would have to add inches to their height, chest, and 
waist (and presumably other features as well). 

Great assembly of information that is rarely cov¬ 
ered in other zines. Loves trading/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:free/$l. Alan Rankin, 

P.O. Box200846, Arlington, TX76006-0846 (22 
pages/xerox /standard/rough/CWB) 

PMS 

Post Modern Sluts 

#8. This special issue deals with rape and abuse 
and includes the wrenching stories of over a dozen 
contributors, many of them men. Each story is 
surrounded by unique circumstances and there are 
so many I want to draw attention to. Chris writes 
about what it’s like to have sex forced upon him by 
an older woman. She said that if he didn’t go along 
with sex, she would tell everyone that he had raped 
her. Monique’s story of getting hemorrhoids at 
age 15 was really sad and powerful. Not only did 
her boyfriend force himself on her but he left her 
with a painful recurring condition and the memory 
of that frightening experience. Spaz writes a short 
but provacative inquiry into rape and shares his 
reasons for abstaining from sex altogether. Oddly 
enough, his girlfriend pressured him with lines 
like “You do love me, right?” in a classic reversal 
of roles. Dave G’s story of being manipulated 
mentally and then raped must be one of the most 
lucid and understanding pieces on the subject I’ve 
seen. Highly recommended for anyone interested 
in discussing rape, gender, and sexuality. Price:$2. Wandi, Post Modern 
Sluts, P.O. Box 81523, Pittsburgh, PA 15217—URL: http://tyranny.com/ 
pms (64 pag es/xerox/brochure/rough/CWB) _ 

♦ The Postfeminist Playground + 

July’ ’97. An exciting new web zine created by Lily James and Susannah 
Breslin. Like Bust, it takes a fresh look at women in the ’90s, making a break 
from the classic femiminism that was concerned with patriarchy and 
oppression. They got some great people helping ‘em out too, like Tristan 
(Pucker Up) Taormino, Lisa (Bitch) Jervis, and Clark (Misc.) Humphrey. 
They have big plans for their August issue, but there is still plenty of content 
here. Since Lily and Susannah were both contributors to Chick Lit, it’s no 
surprise to find lots of postfeminist fiction here. Lots of great illustrations 
contribute to its lively design. I love the news section, reporting on all the 
waves Lily and Susannah are making. This is a great site for grrrls who like 
to read.—Email: staff@pfplayground.com—URL: http://www. 
pfplaygroun d.com (RSF) __ 

-♦•Pussy Pussy Pussy + 

#1, 1997. Michelle’s writing is classic. She captures real life experiences with 
a simple, yet very literary style making it seem like these pieces came right 
out of a good book. The paired stories, both titled “Michelle and Bill” made 
an excellent exercise in writing, as well as human relations. The first, written 
by Bill (in dorky third person), is about his yearnings for a closer relationship 
with Michelle who lives in the same building. Later we get the same story from 
Michelle’s point of view which is strikingly different. There’s also the nasty 
job where short skirts are mandatory, some lengthy discussions of books, and 
a moving, real story of Michelle’s relationships and wishes for the future. 
Maybe it’s the extra years she has on the riot grrrl set, but this zine is an 
obvious standout. Selective trades/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2. Michelle, Box 142 1472, Commercial Dr., Vancouver, BC V5L 
3X9, Canad a (20 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) _ 

Ragdoll 

#2. Cheryl doesn’t write about feminist theories in abstract, she confronts 
them personally and tests just how valid they are. Her honest portrayal of her 


eating habits will strike a chord with many. She describes her mood swings 
from wanting to control everything she eats to bingeing on cookies and feeling 
guilty afterwards. Then she ups the ante by getting mad at herself for being 
so obsessed in the first place. Her defense of all this is just as honest. She’s 
read all the grrrl zines and knows the feminist party line well, but still isn’t 
sure how to change her convictions into action. Her story of feeling threatened 
despite all her self-defense classes was equally moving. Highly charged and 
inspirational reading. Loves trading/reviews zines books comics music. 
Price:$l + 2 stamps. Cheryl Tapper, 535 Main St. Apt. 1A, Metuchen, NJ 
08840—Email: cheryl.tapper@harpercollins.com (30 pages/xerox/digest/ 
raw/CWB) __ 

♦ Rebelled 

All-Girl Lit Zine 

tt\. Laura got lots of contributions for her essay/lit zine including work by 
Diane Lum (Banned Thoughts), Molly Grabill 
(407), and Shari (Baa!: I’m a Sheep). One 
anonymous rant criticized the absurd standards of 
beauty that women are expected to hold to, citing 
breast augmentation (implants as well as reduc¬ 
tions), anorexia, liposuction, foot binding, hair 
removal, etc. The author points out that it’s 
impossible to look like a model and still be a real 
person because looking “beautiful” is an entire 
career. There’s also a sweet platonic fantasy of 
meeting Dennis Rodman for a Snapple, and 
Molly’s revelation of having a breast tumor that’s 
reprinted from her zine. Loves trading/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:2 stamps. Laura Farrell, 
P.O. Box 71, Princeton Jet., NJ 08550—Email: 
witchbaby@aol.com (32 pages/xerox/digest/ 
rough/C WB)_ 

Rockrgrl 

No Beauty Tips or Guilt Trips 

#16, August ’97. Ornery and tired of being 
patronized, these women are fighting back with a 
zine devoted exclusively to their scene. It’s filled 
with serious talk about music and gender, but still 
maintains a fun edge. Hearing about Lisa Aprami- 
an’s new film “Not Bad for a Girl” was really 
exciting. Here she explains the motivation behind 
the film and her experiences making it. Interviews 
with Kim Shattuck, Lori Barbero, and Sarah 
McLachlan who’s heading up the Lilith Fair now 
touring the country. The advice column about 
music store employees was right on. “Have a little 
compassion for those skinny, long-haired rocker 
dudes. They’re not working in your local music 
store simply to give you grief. They’re there 
because they can’t make a real living playing in a 
band.” Price:$5. Subs:$24 for 6 issues. Rockrgrl, 7683 SE 27th St., #317, 
Mercer Island, WA 98040-2826—Email: rockrgrl@rockrgrl.com—URL: 
http://www.indieweb.com/rockrgrl/ (26 pages/offset/standard/polished/ 
CWB) _ 

Sarasvati 

A magazine by women, for everyone. 

#3, Spring ’97. An open forum for female writers to stretch out with personal 
stories and elegant fiction and an occasional feminist edge. This is a wonderful 
anthology, full of writing that should appeal to all. My favorite piece is from 
Tracy West (of First Person) about how she was “stalked” by a psychic 
telephone network after she tried out their service the first time. The main 
piece is a 12-page short story from Bernadette Miller. Lots of poetry from Lyn 
Lifshin, Stacy, and others. No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Stacy J. 
Estep, Run With Scissors Press, 2025 Peachtree Rd. NE Apt. 511, Atlanta, 
GA 30309 ( 30 pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) _ 

+ Sistah + 

About WomenForWomen&lnOrdertoUnite Women 

#1. This is a space for women to talk about the things important to them with 
one stipulation: no overt trashing of men. That makes a unique challenge for 
a feminist zine, but they get their point across better through support and 
purging than through direct attacks. Elizabeth Marino reverses the usual roles 
of party date rape in her fiction, making the drunk man the victim and the 
woman the one plying him with drinks in order to take advantage of him. The 
best part is the ambiguity she introduces when the guy tries to convince himself 
of the situation and halfheartedly goes along with it despite not really wanting 
to. Then Aimee Collins describes a nightmarish situation when her mother 
“came out” and left the family. It was hard enough for everyone to carry on 
as normal, but impossible when her dad starting dating a malicious woman. 
She told Aimee that since her mother was gay, she was too and that she would 
go to hell because of it. Packed with essays, short poetry, and lots of found 
graphics. No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$2???. Sarah Falkiner, 9261/ 
2 W. Charles St., Muncie, IN 47305—Email: sistah7@aol.com (44 pages/ 
xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 


Maxine 

A literate companion for churlish girls 
and rakish women 

#3. This groovy girl-produced magazine features 
fine writing that explores topics through essays, 
journalism, poetry, and fiction. Bust has given us 
all a yen for real women’s mags, and zines like 
Maxine are stepping up to the plate—and hitting 
home runs. This travel issue takes readers on a 
homeland voyage to Vietnam, courtesy of Danielly 
Nguyen. In her “Viet Kieu” she describes what it’s 
like to experience culture shock in the land where 
you were bom. It’s a first-class travel diary. Zoe 
Zolbrod is even more alienated in Vietnam, think¬ 
ing about how her money and whiteness set her 
apart and pondering whether to pay a beautiful boy 
to spend the night with her. And speaking of Asia, 
Anne Bruns cartoons her experiences in Korea, 
noting that “Korean women are super glamo, ” and 
brings back memories with her piece on the politics 
of family travel (“lam NOT sitting on the BARF 
side. ”) Sair Wilson and Josh’96 show in words and 
pictures, the very real, and very scary reality of 
“Gynecology on the Go,” specifically in Indonesia 
and Prague. There’s tons more here—fiction, 
poetry, incisive reviews of zines, music, and 
books. All this and a slick cover, too. No trades/ 
reviews zines books music/prints letters/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:$3. Martha Bayne, P.O. Box 
408774, Chicago, IL 60640-8774-Email: 
maxinechi@aol.com—URL: http://homepage, 
interaccess. com/ ~ maxineab/ (44 pages/offset/stan- 
dard/polished/MLW) 














4 Square Peg 4 

til, Summer ’97. This includes a diverse range of feminist opinions, all laid 
out around vintage magazine ads and old-time illustrations. Nomy Lamm’s 
“Big Fat Revolution” is an excellent piece that explores self acceptance and 
the many ways people might not live up to the white middle class Barbie doll 
image. She describes how being bom with only one leg hasn’t affected her 
body image nearly as much as weighing more than the standard set by society. 
Then she looks at the sometimes misguided feminists who belittle overweight 
women by sending mixed messages. She touches on many issues, making this 
one of the sanest pieces on weight and body acceptance I’ve seen. Great piece 
by Marianne describing how Heavens to Betsy gave her the strength to clean 
up her life and ditch her asshole boyfriend. Loves trading/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$2. Jeni Shur, P.O. Box 493, Cardiff, CA 92007 
(32 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

Suburbia 

til. Always full of critical and informative writing both from a personal and 
social perspective. This issue is packed with so much stuff it’s hard to know 
where to begin. Ceci describes coming out to her father, but it turned out that 
he had known for years. Then she investigates women’s sexuality in the 
Muslim and Catholic religions; gives her opinions on issues like pornography, 
selling out, the butch/femme dichotomy, and being punk; considers classist 
attitudes; and shares lots of pictures of her with John Waters. Giant long list 
of grrrl zines not to be found anywhere else. Loves trading/reviews zines 
music. Price:$2. Ceci Moss, 521 Golden Gate Ave., Point Richmond, CA 
94801—Email: astrogrrrl@aol. com (72 pages/xerox/half-legal/rough/C WB) 

4 Super Ninja Girl 4 

til, August ’97. Manifesto of Riot Grrrl wisdom with a take-no-prisoners 
attitude. Sarah and Shilo want Tacoma to know that RG is alive and well and 
on the march. One of the main points they try to get across to men is the feeling 
of vulnerability that is common for many women. In “The Rape of Mr. Smith” 
they cleverly turn the tables on the usual rape discussion and show how a 
wealthy businessman was “asking for it,” as the typical line goes. He was out 
on the streets at 11 p.m., wearing a spiffy suit advertising himself, and didn’t 
try to resist the mugger at all. And hey, it’s not like he’s never given anyone 
money before, right? Lots of quotes everywhere and a special pledge to be 
100% free of fluff and irrelevant clip art. Loves trading/submissions wanted. 
Price:$l 4 2 stamps. Subs:$3 for 4 issues. Sarah Lough, 615 S. 7th #315, 
Tacoma, WA 98405-4612 (20 pages/xerox/digest/raw/CWB) 

That Girl 

#8. In her intro, Kelli says that much of her support base was recently stripped 
away. She broke up with her boyfriend, had her best friend turn into a raging 
alcoholic, and even left her job. Kelli retells the sad story of watching her 
roommate drink herself out of house and home and believe me there was 
nothing romantic about it. When Kelli had exhausted her patience and attempts 
at help, she finally said enough is enough and sent her friend packing. Later 
she runs into Whitknee Alien at Gilman Street and then describes the 
legendary lead singer of Fang who strangled his girlfriend. Price:$l 4 1 
stamp. Kelli Williams, P.O. Box 170612, San Francisco, CA 94117-0612— 
Email: shar kygerl@aol.com (24 pages/xerox/mini/rough/CWB ) 

4 Vegetable Inside All of Us 4 

til. Little chunks of essays and reprints that are partly serious and partly for 
fun. There’s a nice rant on the sorry state of feminism. On one side are the 
activists who equate only lesbians with the movement, and on the other hand 
are women who diss their sisters for being catty and emotional. There’s a 
scary recap of how the publisher for Rise Above was arrested and charged 
for advocating the overthrow of the government because he reprinted some 
bomb recipes. Newspaper clippings include the story of the art protester who 
intends to throw up on the most revered masterpieces of the art world. Loves 
trading/reviews zines books music/submissions wanted. Price:$l. Subs:$5 
for 5 issues. Anne, 4000 Aspen Ave. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110 (28 
pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

4 Women Artists News Book Review 4 

Vol. 22. While it seems clear to this reviewer that women, for the most part, 
are often more avid readers than men, and that the publishing industry works 
overtime to produce books by and for women, often mainstream review 
publications overlook this huge segment of the reading and publishing market. 
Women Artists News Book Reviews remedies the situation with 72 pages of 
incisively critical but accessible book reviews, almost all by women. From 
criticism/art history/artists to photography, history, biography, travel, and 
literature these 50-some odd reviews range far and wide. Kari Grimsby 
celebrates the alternative vision of Women of the Beat Generation , while 
Cassandra Langer praises the rich overview of Lesbian Culture: An Anthology 
and Joan Ullman examines Unmentionables: A Brief History of Underwear. 
The meat here, as befits a publication with “Artist” in the title are a sackful 
of art book reviews, making this a must-have for those with an interest in 
what’s going on in the art world. No trades/reviews books. Price:$5. 
Midmarch Arts Press, 300 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10025-5239 (72 
pages/4/standard/MLW) 


OTHER ZINES 


BAA!: I’M A SHEEP #3. Shari’s comics and artwork were again my favorite part 


of this zine. One of her stories is about a heavy crush she had on a boy and all the 
energy she poured into her fantasy of having him for her own. But it simply wasn’t 
to be. Little contributed bits of fiction, poetry, and clip art. Price:$l 4 2 stamps. 
Shari Cooper, 100 Milani Ct., Los Gatos, CA 95030. Loves trading. (68/digest/ 
rough/CWB)__ 

BALD GIRLS KICK ASS #4, Spring ’97. Meg started this zine to empower herself 
and to encourage other young women to start zines of their own. The result in an 
invigorating collection of rants that are right on target. Price:$l. Meg LaBonte, P.O. 
Box 306, Goshen, MA 01032, Loves trading. (14/standard/rough/RSF) 

CHATTY CATHY Vol. 1, til, July 1997. The editor is upfront about her intent. It 
isn’t to further freedom of expression or foster feminism. It’s to “learn more about 
myself and my sexuality (and other people’s too!)” This is a big issue with lots of 
variety—a history of pornography, fiction, first person narratives, and a love letter 
to porn meister Russ Meyer. A nice sampling of opinions from heartland America. 
Price:$3. C athy Heard, P.O. Box 10919, State College, PA 16805. Loves tradi ng. (90/JH) 
GIRLWIZE til. I thought the article about an experience with a mental hospital and 
the eagerness doctors have to prescribe antidepressants was really interesting. Other 
contents include places to write for political action about sex tourism and female 
genital mutilation, and an essay about girl hate and cattiness. Price:$l. Girlwize, 22 

Albany Ci r, Beverly, MA 01915-1267 (28/standard/LR) _ 

GOOD NIGHT SWEET GIRL #6. 14-year-old Kate throws all her thoughts and 
experiences into her zine, making for a light-hearted diversion. Losing a video card 
is about as distressing as it gets. She writes about her lovely evening seeing Rasputina 
and lots of her favorite things, but parts really meander aimlessly. Price:$l 4 2 
stamps. Kate B., 227 S. Kenilworth, Oak Park, IL 60302. Loves trading. (44/half- 

1 egal/roug h/CWB) _ 

I AM NOT NATURALLY EVIL til . Lia lets us into her personal world of learning 
to cope with depression and trying to get a grip on life. Some compelling stuff here 
but unfortunately it was a mess to read with every other page upside down. Price:$2. 
Lia Gresham, 679 Linwood Ave., Apt. 1, Atlanta, GA 30306. Selective trades. (22/ 

digest/rou gh/CWB) [57] _ 

KORESPONDANCES Vol. 5, til. An activist-oriented female empowerment zine 
that mixes lots of reprinted flyers in with its personal rants. Its design is a bit 
haphazard but it’s anger and attitude is right out in front. Price:$l. P.O. Box 528037, 

Memphis, TN 38152 (34/digest/raw/RSF) _ 

MOHAWK BEAVER til. Gritt is not one to hide her feelings. Her zine is an 
unforgiving damnation of men that promotes separatism from the male community. 
The interview with author Irma Henriksen was quite thought-provoking. She doesn’t 
share many of Gritt’s feelings on matriarchy, but had plenty to say about gender roles 
and independence. There’s also a guide to cheap kink gear and some excellent 
outspoken artwork. Price:$4. Gritt Uldall-Jessen, Jagtuej 52 B 1st, Copenhagen N., 

2200, Den mark (20/digest/DTPed/CWB) _ 

MONS OF VENUS #11. Lots of stuff, both personal and political, can be found 
here. The main feature is a long discussion about the history of female activism. 
Price:$l 4 2 stamps. Jennifer Sauer, P.O. Box 1203, 3566 Walker, Memphis, TN 

38111. Lo ves trading. (54/digest/raw/RSF) [58] _ 

RAHAB’S PSALMS From the creator of Thieves and Prostitutes comes this new 
anthology of poetry and fiction written by women. Not that much here except a few 
poems and things. The best parts are Rahab’s rants about the portrayal of women in 
the media. Lexy Neptune, 850 87th Terrace, Plantation, FL 33324 (12/half-legal/ 

raw/RSF) [58]_ 

ROBINETTE #1, Summer ’97. Robin seems angry about the female persona of the 
“bitch goddess” promoted in Bust and other zines. She seems particularly angry at 
Bust, calling it “insipid” and “banal.” In this short essay she defends the “shy grrrls” 
against the “heartless bitches” that seem to rule the world of Riot Grrrl zines. Price: 1 
stamp. Robin Elkins, 934 Northfield Rd., Woodmere, NY 11598. Selective trades. 
(6/digest/raw/RSF) 

RUMP PARLIAMENT Vol. 6, #1, August ’97. News and commentary for the size¬ 
positive community. Overall I find it a bit too newsy, but their empowering spirit is 
very strong. Price:$6. Subs:$24 for 6. Lee Martindale, P.O. Box 181716, Dallas, 

TX 75218 (23/standard/DTPed/RSF) [57] _ 

SILVER ROCKET #5. With the loose Star Wars theme this issue, the drinking game 
was one of the best offerings here. When you see Luke, you have to drink every time 
he: whines, is upside down, faces his destiny, or yells “Artooooo!” There’s also an 
interview with Louisa from Lucky Tiger. She got into her band and zine when she 
was just thirteen and has been hooked ever since. Price:$l 4 2 stamps. Nicole, P.O. 
Box 3983, Ithaca, NY 14852. Loves trading. (36/digest/raw/CWB) [60] 


A brand new shoelace for your sneakers! 

A pair of these 45” purple and white beauties 
is available to you for just $3 plus 55 cents postage. 

Sticker Sisters also has stickers, buttons, patches, 
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PERSONAL 


Personal zines are acutely intimate. Many 
publishers treat them as group letters sent to 
all their friends. They’re often inexpensive 
and could be had for an occasional friendly 
letter. Be forewarned, before long you’ll spend 
many hours writing letters and develop close 
bonds with people you’ve never met. 

All Hail Me 

#10, Summer ’97. Megan added a lot more writing and material this time 
without letting things get too serious. She must have had fun putting it all 
together because it’s filled with lots of nifty stuff to put you in a good mood. 
One of the best pieces is Megan’s rant on feminism. She eloquently makes her 
point that a woman can be just as hardcore and down with the movement with 
shaved legs as with hairy legs. There are also some fun interviews with 
publishers Jen of Panophobia and Rebecca of Velvet Grass, lots of kitty 
stories sent in by the readers, a killer Sanrio test (quick, whose father is chief 
of the NYC Fire Department?), and god help me I had to laugh at the quotes 
Megan compiled from The Breakfast Club . “I’m thinking about trying out for 
a scholarsheeeip.” Loves trading/reviews zines books comics. Price:$l + 
stamp. Megan, 142 High St., Canfield, OH 44406 (46 pages/xerox/mini/raw/CWB) 

+ Boobular + 

#3, Summer ’97. This is a spunky, self-confident zine. Thami sees how most 
people end up later in life and wants to make sure she doesn’t lose her passion 
or spontaneity for every day’s new adventure. Her intro about breasts was 
hilarious. She wonders what the world would be like if men were likewise 
endowed. Would society still be so boob-phobic? Would male bras be 
decorated with sports logos, cars, and guns? Then Thami resurrects some old 
Mr. Rogers song lyrics and they show some incredibly outdated thinking. “I’d 
Like to be Like Dad” is all about what a good driver Pops is and how he knows 
all the secrets of buying gas. Great reminiscences of simpler times at Grandma 
and Grandpa’s house and how Thami went through bankruptcy and eliminated 
$6,500 in debt. Loves trading/reviews zines. Price:$2 cash. Thami Greenlee, 
2222 Blaisdell Ave. S. #104, Minneapolis, MN 55404 (40 pages/xerox/ 
standard/rou gh/CWB) _ 

Bottom Feeder 

#4, Spring ’97. Carolee made a big jump this issue, expanding her zine and 
taking lots of contributions from outsiders. I miss having so much of her liney 
artwork inside, but really enjoyed the stories she put together. Her honest 
portrayal of driving around the country was compelling, despite the fact that 
very little happened. Actually, it was Carolee’s thoughts on why nothing 
happened that made it so interesting. She got to wondering where all that 
roadside weirdness was that all the zines write about when all she could find 
were more Target stores, strip malls, and mundane billboards. She could have 
tried to play it up and convince us that it was a moving experience but instead 
recorded just the way it felt. I loved her short story of not speaking to anyone 
for four days. She was late getting an art project done and decided not to talk 
until she was finished. In the meantime she got a strange, new view of the way 
people operate. Selective trades/reviews zines comics/prints letters. Price:$l 
+ 2 stamps. Carolee Gilligan, P.O. Box 8422, Columbus, OH 43201 (44 
pages/xerox /digest/rough/CWB) _ 

♦ Can’t Catch Me I’m Red Hot + 

#1. A zine so full of youthful zest it makes you stop and wonder how you got 
so far away from all the fun and spontaneous things in life. About one of her 
friends, Alexis says “When Jessica & I get together, we’re like a choose yr. 
own adventure story—the beginning’s the same, then we pick something 
simple and somehow it becomes something wild.” She writes about going 
skinny dipping in Green Lake, howling at the moon with her mom, and 
making a wish as she rode her bike under the freeway. I couldn’t really agree 
with her idolatry of Martha Stewart, but everything else was really sweet and 
fun. Selective trades/free to prisoners. Price:$1. Alexis, 1831567th Ave. W., 
Lynnwood, WA 98037 (36 pages/xerox/mini/raw/CWB) 

+ Circle ♦ 

#1, April ’97. C.L. lets us view her life at its lowest point—when she was 
constantly tweaking and losing touch with reality. She reveals it all in her 
personal journals and happily can now look back on the time with a clearer 
head. She writes a combination of love letters to her (then) boyfriend in jail 
as well as straight diary entries, abruptly mixing them with personal stories 
of other folks who have fought drug addictions. It all gets hard to follow at 
times, with no introduction to the characters or the settings, and can sometimes 
be quite rambling. Still, it is an honest portrayal of what she went through and 
all the fractured friendships she had to deal with. The short contributed stories 
were easier to read but much harsher and more violent. Tex describes pinning 
his “part nigger” girlfriend down and punching her in the mouth to make her 
shut up, while Dori denies she’s not a strung out addict. Meanwhile she’s 


doing dope while pregnant but rationalizes it by saying that she’s selling the 
baby to her neighbor anyway. C.L. sums the whole issue up in the last page, 
a five year collage of goals bouncing from year to year without ever getting 
accomplished. Her follow-up issue, arriving on deadline, details her stay in 
a rehab center and all the fascinating people she met, -some a good influence 
and some not. Loves trading/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:$2. 
Subs:$8 for 4 issues. Cheryl L. Volz, 25047 1/2 Walnut Ave., Lomita, CA 
90717 (40 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

Cocteau’s Children 

#7, May ’97. A rare voice from the world of high school teaching. John lets 
us in on his private thoughts, revealing how he feels about his students, other 
teachers, and the occupation in general. He doesn’t try to censor himself and 
the openness is appreciated. We hear about the outright lechery of one of the 
teachers, the duplicity of the school principal, and the lousy work ethic and 
misplaced values of his students. Evidently some readers have complained 
about his in-zine evaluations of his pupils, but he calls them as he sees them. 
Outside the school grounds John shares a compelling story of his mentally 
retarded brother-in-law and his frustration with buying a new home. Loves 
trading/reviews zines books comics/prints letters. Price:2 stamps. John 
Doyle, 810 Hamlet Circle, King of Prussia, PA 19406—Email: 
jcdoy le@mciunix. mciu. k 12. pa .us—URL: http: //www .users. fast. net/* mccc/ 
iron/ (32 pa ges/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) _ 

♦ Delivery Dyke ♦ 

Risking My Life for Your Pizza 

#1, Spring ’97. “Suzy Subways” explains the impetus for starting up this one: 
“I love work zines and queer zines so I thought I’d do a queer work zine.” 
Suzy loves riding her bike but instead of going for a bike messenger job she 
decided on delivering pizzas. In her zine she talks about her passion for bikes, 
the politics of restaurant work, and life for a lesbian in New York. She starts 
off with a description of how dangerous her job can get, describing the time 
she got doored by some stupid car driver. We also hear about the time she got 
mugged and her first waitressing job which lasted exactly one day. It’s a lively 
zine that’s certainly a slice of New York life. Selective trades/free to 
prisoners. Price:$2. Suzy Subways, 123 Nevins St. #3, Brooklyn, NY 11217 
(26 pages/xerox/half-legal/raw/RSF) 

Derogatory Reference 

#85. Arthur D. Hlavaty’s zine which evolved from a science fiction fanzine 
into the purely personal format. In the official lateness apology paragraph, 
Arthur confesses his professional affiliation with Trekkies. Arthur and his 
wife Bernadette are such pros that they’re currently busy copy editing The Star 
Trek Encyclopedia. (This just after copy editing Inside Star Trek.) After a brief 
discussion of the meaning of “slipstream,” Arthur went on to review some of 
his favorite books. He finishes it up with a con report on last March’s 
International Conference on the Fantastic in the Arts. Loves trading/re views 
zines books/prints letters. Price:the usual/$l. Arthur D. Hlavaty, 206 
Valentine St., Yonkers, NY 10704-1814—Email: hlavaty@panix.com— 
URL: mailto:hlavaty@panix.com (6 pages/xerox/standard/rough/4 times a 
year/RSF) _ 

Doris 

#8. A very eclectic zine from Cindy. The most striking characteristic is the 
way it’s haphazardly assembled with unevenly typed and handwritten texts, 
but that all just conceals the compelling stories hidden between the lines. Cindy 
tells us stories of living in squats, going on roadtrips, and all the people she’s 
been hanging out with. I have to admit, my favorite story isn’t even from 
Cindy. If s her uncle’s story about stealing a safe back in 1964. Another great 
piece is Cindy’s three-page history of MOVE and their conflict with 
Philadelphia police. Lots of wonderfiil comics and illustrations give this one 
a very lively character. No trades/free to prisoners. Price:$1.50. Cindy 
Crabb, P.O. Box 1734, Asheville, NC 28802 (40 pages/xerox/half-legal/ 
rough/RSF)__ 

-♦-Drive Train♦ 

#1, January ’97. A brief outpouring of moody, introspective stories that 
weave coffee, sleep, and nervousness into a small digestible pill. In her tribute 
to the communal house where she lives, Sarah blames the house itself for 
conspiring to make everyone late and for “sucking the urgency” out of every 
activity. Then she concludes with “Yesterday ramen was a perfect meal/ 
Today we are out of soy sauce.” Her explanation of the “little wounds” all 
over her hands will surely strike a common chord with readers (and reviewers) 
who also can’t keep their hands still. Selective trades/free to prisoners. 
Price:$l. Sarah Kw, 1150 Treat St., San Francisco, CA 94110—Email: 
jem@weld.a rc.org (24 pages/xerox/mini/raw/CWB) _ 

+ Esoteria + 

#1, Summer ’97. Melissa is obviously no newcomer to zines. She’s taken her 
experience of the last two years publishing Pedrosinthrees to put out this 
crafty new title. The design is great. The covers are of handmade paper with 
little Thai letters floating around, while the inside is all handwritten with small 
illustrations. Melissa shares her list of obsessions that includes shoes, CDs 
(over 400!), beans & rice, art suppliesr^nd Hello Kitty products. Then there’s 
a fond tribute to new cars and all the fun activities of Annapolis. Loves trading/ 
reviews music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$1. Melissa Kramer, 
C-891 Bryn Mawr College, 101 N. Merion Ave., Bryn Mawr, PA 19010- 
2899—Email: mkramer@brynmawr.edu (16 pages/xerox/mini/raw/CWB) 















Even Tank Girls Get The Blues 

#5, 1997. A more melancholy and emotional issue for Sonee as she writes 
extensively about her struggles to cut down on her drinking and about her 
relatives who have recently passed on. You rarely find writing as frank and 
outspoken about someone’s relatives. In the piece called “Obituary” Sonee 
tells us about her aunt Buckwheat. Even though it was her grandmother who 
passed away, the piece is a tribute to her aunt who is slowly killing herself with 
booze. She describes her as “it’s been a good 20-1- years she’s spent sucking 
the bottle and they haven’t treated her well.” Sonee describes how alcohol 
affected her aunt over the years and caused her to grow apart from the family. 
On a more upbeat note she told us about her boyfriend that she’s been with 
for two years and the important friends in her life. Selective trades/free to 
prisoners. Price:$l. Sonee, Even Tank Girls Get The Blues, 11560 Garnet 
Way #4, Au burn, CA 95602 (30 pa ges/xerox/standard/raw/RSF) 

Genesis 2:18 

#5. Adam isn’t Christian. Though until recently 
he was married to a Christian woman. This is an 
incredibly bitter issue of his zine where he docu¬ 
ments the range of emotions that followed the 
breakup of his marriage. What’s most intriguing 
about these stories (and a reaccuring theme here) 
is that there is a Christian prohibition against 
divorce, yet it was his Christian wife that left him. 

I don’t think Adam cheated on her or started 
shooting smack, I get the impression that his wife 
left him purely on a whim (a very un-Christian 
thing to do). It’s written in the standard diary style, 
with each entry covering what he did or felt that 
day. On January 5th he went to the bookstore and 
took a glance at the book The Rules. On January 
18th he recalled one Sunday, years back, when he 
went to a new church with his wife. On February 
18th he was full of rage against he ex-wife. And 
on February 19th he drew a comic strip that details 
his impressions of Christianity Today (which was 
a gift subscription bought for his ex-wife). Sadly, 
much of it is handwritten, making it very hard to 
read, but the payoff is worth it. This is one heck 
of an emotional roller coaster. Loves trading/free 
to prisoners. Price:free/$l. Adam Clifford Stolfi, 

P.O. Box 701742, Dallas, TX 75370-1742 (57 
pages/xerox/digest/raw/RSF) 

Handsome 

#3, Summer ’97. Handsome Dave has parted ways with former zine partner 
Gorgeous Stephanie, and now he’s taking his zine to the hilt. It’s packed with 
teaching stories, the wizened ghost of Groucho Marx, male cheerleaders, 
even Brian Marsland. Dave recently got married to his charming beau and 
reprinted his “faggot nuptials.” The ceremony included Burt Bacharach, 
W.H. Auden, and the climactic “vows, rings, two men kissing.” Evidently 
his friends didn’t take it so well. “Which one of you is the woman?” and 
“Marriage takes work you know” were among the remarks he heard. It was 
only a matter of time before Ugly Boy Alvin and Handsome Dave made each 
other’s acquaintance. In this friendly but candid chat, Alvin describes his less 
than pleasant experience with Factsheet Five and declined the rare chance to 
be a nudie pinup for the zine. “Some Dead People” looks at the death of minor 
celebrities and wonders if God (or whoever) couldn’t have chosen a bit more 
wisely. Instead of Townes Van Zandt dying, why not Billy Ray Cyrus? Amen 
to that. Loves trading/reviews zines books videos/age statement/prints letters. 
Price:$l. Subs:$3 for 4 issues. Dave White, 4237 Cole #112, Dallas, TX 
75205—Email: leftylmnad@aol.com (40 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

Hyperventilate 

#4, May ’97. A brief peek into Lisa’s world since her move to Chicago and 
her breakup with her boyfriend. She explains very clearly why she avoids 
work dates, especially with guys who can’t take a hint. “Finally I have to be 
the hurting-your-feelings girl and tell him I don’t have time ever to go out 
again.” On a similar note, Mike describes his encounter with the bleak world 
of telemarketing date services. When he received an initially insensitive call 
from a company rep, Mike managed to put the solicitor on the spot when he 
said the service was not for him. “Oh...are you..um...urn...alternative 
lifestyle?” Loves trading/submissions wanted. Price:$l. Lisa McKinley, 
2133 W. Patomac Ave., Chicago, IL 60622 (24 pages/xerox/half-legal/raw/ 
CWB) _ 

The Innervator 

Bringing the Mundane to Life 

#2. Charming stories that make a fun and entertaining respite from the more 
serious topics of the day. Wendy brings us the origins of all our favorite foods 
from bagels to potato chips to breakfast cereal, and renders a particularly 
eng/mying story of cheese. Her short version is “milk + rennin-bearing 
animal stomach container + hot sun + galloping horse + thirsty Arab guy 
= cheese.” Then she gives the skinny on mosquitoes, her artichoke tasting 
party, her kooky grandma, and adds a really clever intensive vocabulary fairy 
tale. But beware! This issue comes with a Truth or Dare card that you MUST 


adhere to (despite what Wendy says) if you are going to order this issue in good 
faith. Selective trades/reviews zines books. Price:$3. Wendy Murdock, 1324 
State St. J232, Santa Barbara, CA 93101—Email: wendy@wendy.com— 
URL: http://www.wendy.com/innervator.html (36 pages/xerox/digest/ 
DTPed/CWB) 

Kelp 

#8, June ’97. Throughout this issue Mary confesses that her life is boring and 
uneventful. She certainly has a lot of adventures for a person with an 
uneventful life. Maybe it’s just that she’s a damn good writer and can make 
anything sound exciting. She starts off this issue by filling us in on everything 
she’s been doing lately. School work has been a bit much so she dropped her 
double major of theater/economics and is now just studding economics. No, 
she’s not spending all that extra time partying, she says “now I’ll have time 
to take writing classes, history classes, art classes, all those good things.” I 
love all her short tales and anecdotes, but one of 
my favorites is about finding the grave of E.B. 
White in Brooklyn, Maine. She also told us about 
the contra dance in Skowhegan, the bee that made 
a home in her garage, and the time she went to a 
White House press conference. It’s just a wonder¬ 
fully enjoyable zine, filled with stories of travel¬ 
ing and the pleasures of just staying home. Selec¬ 
tive trades/reviews zines books music. Price:$2. 
Mary, Box 2180, Holy Cross College, 1 College 
St., Worcester, MA 01610-2395-Email: 
mrphillipss@holycross.edu (32 pages/xerox/di- 
gest/DTPed/RSF) 

♦ Kill Me Now 4 

#3. In his introduction, Jeff says that his zine 
“recounts the minutiae of each tiresome day.” 
That turned out to be quite true, but a bit under¬ 
stated. He writes of the weather, where he ate 
lunch, television habits, and usually an hour by 
hour description of his workday. It’s like watch¬ 
ing the life of a quiet David Lynch town, knowing 
that things are going to erupt at any minute, but 
when you turn the last page of Jeffs zine, still 
nothing has happened. It’s so boring that it crosses 
the threshold of weird. “Slept until 10:30. It was 
a blustery day. Stayed indoors and watched mov¬ 
ies.” A few passages do stand out though. One is 
Jeff’s low-key report from the Exotic Erotic Ball, 
which turned out to be more sad and boring than 
titillating. Loves trading. Price:$l. Subs:$4 for 5 issues. Jeff Jackson, 
1001 Page St. #31, San Francisco, CA 94117 (16 pages/xerox/digest/ 
rough/CWB)_ 

Lingering Concepts 

#3, December ’96. Some would say that Lisa lives a charmed existence. If she 
does, it’s because she envisions success and doesn’t become distracted from 
what she wants in her heart. For the past three years, she has been traveling 
the country visiting friends while keeping to a spartan lifestyle. It’s really 
admirable the way she follows her convictions. In one passage she relates how 
she wouldn’t spend money on the museum, and wouldn’t allow her friends to 
buy her way in either. Just then, the ticket woman ushered them all in for free. 
It’s small miracles and abundance thinking like this that defines Lisa’s life. 
You can imagine that some people have trouble with her lifestyle. Friends 
sometimes exclude her from bitching sessions about work and life because she 
has found a working alternative—one that they are not prepared to make. 
Price:$3. Lisa Olinger, 2500 Topsfield Rd. Apt. 907, South Bend, IN 46614 
(50 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

♦ Lovely Creatures 4- 

#1, Fall ’97. Emily sets out to provide only uplifting essays and stories instead 
of glamorized depression and folks reveling in their misery. At first I imagined 
this would be pretty dull with such well meaning sentiments but instead it 
turned out to be a raunchy collection of stories. Audrey described her job as 
a cyber sex worker that helped her pay her credit card bills and got her through 
Christmas. Then Emily gives us a nice rant on girls who can be feminine and 
still do everything that boys can. Later we hear about her hot streak of 
vandalism including setting her high school bathroom on fire (flooding was 
kid’s stuff at that point), spray painting a Mercedes, and leaving used tampons 
on random bicycles and doorknobs. Selective trades/submissions wanted. 
Price:$l 4- 2 stamps. Subs:$4 for 4 issues. Emily Olson, P.O. Box 130268, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48113 (22 pages/xerox/digest/raw/CWB) 

4 Madwoman Gets Pregnant! 4 

A Tragedy in Three Months 

Helena of Madwoman brings us her story of pregnancy that sadly ended in 
miscarriage. It’s a sort of mini-journal recording all her feelings and desires 
for the three months that she carried her baby. She even discusses why she 
wants one and all the emotions surrounding the birth process itself. But 
ultimately, complications arose and no heartbeat was detected during the 
ultrasound exam. It must have been a shocking, heartbreaking moment for 
Helena and I’m sure her zine would be supportive reading for other couples 


Happy, Not Stupid 

#5, August ’97. This has got to be one of the best 
diary-type zines out there. Unlike publishers with 
depressive, empty lives, John has a happy, fulfill¬ 
ing life and isn’t shy about telling us what makes 
it so joyful. Needless to say, John is married. It’s 
come to that point where John and Carol are trying 
to conceive a child. As is typically the case, those 
who are trying to avoid that scenario usually deal 
with unforeseen events, while others that are 
attempting to bring forth a new life sometimes have 
difficulty accomplishing that task. John explains in 
detail the steps they’re taking to accomplish their 
goal—how they have sex when Carol’s ovulating 
whether they’re in the mood or not, how they 
supplement their sex with artificial insemination, 
and how sometimes they do it just for the fun of it. 
Now don’t get the idea that the whole issue is about 
sex, even though there’s seven pages of reader- 
submitted masturbation and weird sex stories. 
There’s also plenty of notes from his day-to-day 
living that are just as uniquely compelling as 
everything else. This is one damn fine zine. No 
trades/reviews zines books/prints letters. Price:$2. 
Subs:$5 for 3 issues. John Johnson, P.O. Box 
8145, Reno, NV 89507 (48 pages/xerox/digest/ 
rough/RSF) 
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who have gone through the same experience. Loves trading. Price:$l. Helena 
Perkins, 30 South Fourth St., Madison, WI 53704-5253 (28 pages/xerox/ 
mini/rough/CWB)_ 

♦ Manual Resistance ♦ 

#7. A zine full of rambling introspective stories that takes the reader right 
inside the author’s head. He spends lots of time alone just thinking about things 
and walking around the city, then puts it all in print to share. In one piece he 
visits a 24-hour diner to chronicle two and a half hours of a waning Saturday 
night. He stuck it out until nearly 5 in the morning capturing die place’s weird 
balance between hipster hangout, black hole for closing time drunks, and 
refuge for the homeless. Then he describes some of the many closed- 
minded people he has encountered and how fucked up everything is. 
Price:$l???. P.O. Box 45622, Kansas City, MO 64171 (24 pages/xerox/ 

digest/raw/CWB)_ 

Muckraker 

#6. David is enthralled with the history of various 
cities and delivers his historical research tempered 
with personal views. This time he delves into the 
history of Oakland, California, the much-ma¬ 
ligned sister of San Francisco. He starts by 
recounting the days of Mayor Frank Mott who 
ushered in grand changes in the city’s civic 
planning and from there segues into his temp job 
in an office downtown. His story of slacking off in 
a giant corporate building was a funny and inspir¬ 
ing piece that other temps will love. He shameless¬ 
ly disregarded work and connived to make his stay 
at his job as fruitful (to him) as possible. He also 
recalls the literary landscape of Oakland, the 
Alcatraz uprising, and the day to day life of his 
adopted city. Selective trades/free to prisoners. 

Price:$l. David McMahon, 9 Collamore Terrace, 

West Orange, NJ 07052 (56 pages/xerox/mini/ 
raw/CWB) _ 

4 Notes from the Breakfast 
Barn 4 

Fall ’97. A collection of illustrated personal sto¬ 
ries that may or may not be true, but are compel¬ 
ling nevertheless. They explore life working at a 
mysterious but banal San Francisco restaurant 
called the Breakfast Barn. My favorite story is 
called “The Night I Brought Art Into the Bam” 
and explores how the narrator confronts the bore¬ 
dom of working at a restaurant by hanging up 
grotesque close-up photos of people eating. What’s 
most surprising is what little response the art 
received. I also like the more personal literary 
piece called “A Trip Down the Slippery Slopes” 
where Max details the events that transformed him 
from an optimistic child to a disillusioned adult. 

Heartfelt and earnest, capturing a sense of understanding that often goes 
unnoticed. Selective trades. Price:$1. Max Green, 1997 Oak St. Apt. 4, 
San Francisco, CA 94117—Email: max_green@zd.com (xerox/rough/ 
RSF) _ 

♦ Notes from the Temple of Dominoes 4 

#36. To make an engrossing personal zine, you have to do more thanjust relate 
your day’s activities in dry, drippy prose. “September 8: I had a blind date. 
It didn’t work out” makes a great entry in your personal planner, but not your 
zine. This is where Martin excels. His life may not be fraught with any more 
questions or troubles than the rest of us, but he delivers it all in a euphoric 
package of metaphor and self-doubt. His love life alone is always a rich source 
for tales. On one blind date, he forgot what restaurant his tryst was at, so he 
spent 90 minutes wandering around looking for an art student in a colored 
hairpiece. “I was late for dinner with a strange woman who knew forty words 
about me and ‘Knights In White Satin’ was blaring in my head. ” As the weeks 
tick off, his sister returns from Germany, he attends a series of funerals, and 
has a particularly weird dinner with his family. One night he met them at a 
restaurant and began talking about his grandmother’s recent death. But not all 
the family had been told, and besides, his father pointed to the tape recorder 
to remind Marty of the “no chatter about death while recording” rule. I hope 
with Marty’s recent journey to Europe, we will soon be reading travel stories 
of equal caliber. Price:$3.50. Martin Azevedo, P.O. Box 590104, San 
Francisco, CA 94159-0104—Email: shebang@netcom.com (42 pages/xe- 
rox/digest/r ough/CWB) _ 

Rash 

#2. Eric’s zine is not much to look at, but he delivers the real thing. The tales 
of his life are put down on the page without any sense of embarrassment or 
heavy awareness of the reader. Of all the job stories I’ve read, Eric’s tree- 
planting saga was one that really hit home. In brief diary style he recounts his 
days sticking twigs into the ground with frustrating monotony, a job I know 
of only too well. But it was hard to relate to his enthusiasm at times. “Planted 
425 trees. I want to plant over 800 trees tomorrow.” Then he takes a look at 


the most offensive word in English—cunt—and ponders why no one ever says 
“Oh I couldn’t believe what she did to me, she is such a big vagina.” Finally, 
in his first time entrance into a pom arcade, he leams the seedier side of the 
25 cent movies. Remember: unlocked door = I’m looking for a blow job, 
locked door = I’m fine all by myself with this bag full of quarters and a tissue. 
Loves trading/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$7 for 4 issues. Eric 
Ruljancich, RR #3 S-7 C-17, Castlegar, BC V1N 4H9, Canada (22 pages/ 
xerox/stand ard/rough/CWB) _ 

Secret Asian Man 

#4. A surprisingly compelling zine composed of letters (real or fake) that the 
editor wrote to his friends. Like most letters, the ones featured here are quite 
personal and introspective, following his travels from Seattle to San Francisco 
to New York. I guess what I like most about them is how they document his 
relocation to New York City and his struggle to fit in and get settled. I love 
his comparison of New York to Seattle, “It’s 
funny: for every place in Seattle, there’s an 
equivalent here. Instead of Left Bank and Fallout 
there’s Blackout. Instead of the Speakeasy there’s 
alt.coffee. For Delicious Music there’s Other 
Music. For Bauhaus, there’s Biblios. For Mikey 
D’s, Mickey D’s.” Selective trades/free to pris¬ 
oners/prints letters. Price:$2 + 3 stamps. Secret 
Asian Man, 80 Edgecombe Ave. #41, New York, 
NY 10030 (51 pages/xerox/digest/rough/3 times 
a year/RSF)_ 

4 Seventeen 4 

#1, May ’97. This aptly titled zine takes Scout 
from the ages of 17 to 22. She reflects on her past 
relationships, both romantically and sexually, 
sometimes directly addressing old boyfriends in 
letters that went unsent. Her frank discussion of 
sex and pleasure was a really honest portrayal of 
her innermost thoughts. She openly discusses the 
first time she was sexually active at age 14, and 
then goes on to explain how sex can be such an 
integral part of self-esteem. Then she reveals how 
her voice and speech patterns have impacted her 
life, starting with her speech impediments in 
grade school up to her taking first place on the 
speech team. Throughout most of this issue, the 
themes of strength/weakness, having to prove 
your love to your partner, and ultimately finding 
your own ground are essential parts of Scout’s 
writing. While sex doesn’t dominate the zine, it’s 
refreshing to see it so plainly addressed. 
Price:$1.75. Scout, 2011 NE 47th Ave., Port¬ 
land, OR 97213—Email: scout@coolbeans.com 
(40 pages/xe rox/digest/rough/CWB ) 

Statement Concerning my 
Street-Art 

May ‘97. This is Maurice’s statement concerning his ongoing illustration of 
downtown Detroit’s Hudsons building, a building that has been vacant for 
decades. In October ’94 Greenia was one of the 60+ artists invited to paint 
murals on the building depicting Detroit heroes. Greenia chose Little Willie 
John C Fever ) and Tommy Flannagan. Mysteriously, all of these murals were 
painted over with black paint at a later date. Now, the black surface has 
become a canvas for Greenia, who has put 200+ chalk drawings on it since 
June ’96. For Maurice, this is a gift, as well as a “statement about the nature 
of the ‘refused gift.’” Price:SASE?. Maurice Greenia, Jr., P.O. Box 11381, 
Detroit, MI 48211 (1 page/standard/raw/TOM) _ 

4 Trustworthy 4 

#3, January ’97. Loose scrawling illustrates these sometimes compelling 
personal stories of Rachael’s life in the city. The story of being burgled was 
pretty maddening. Not only did she feel violated but she found many of her 
smaller personal possessions had been taken along with the sellable items and 
loose cash. Finding her bike gone as well, Rachael put together some hopeful 
lies of “Where My Bike Might Be.” Maybe all victims of bike theft try to 
rationalize the crime this way, I know I did. But whereas Rachael tried to 
imagine her bike ending up in the hands of someone who really needed it, all 
I could hope for is that my stolen bike would create a tragic accident for the 
thief, leaving him cursing the day he turned to stealing bikes. Sadly after all 
this, Rachael was broken into again. This time when she called the landlord, 
he put up a few boards then suddenly asked for the rent. But not all here is 
a downer. There are some funny cruising-altitude plane conversations, the 
joys of Nutella, and a comic of the vagrant snorer. Loves trading/submissions 
wanted. Price:$1. Subs:$5 for 4 issues. Rachael Buffington, 413 Pleasant St., 
Utica, NY 1 3501 (32 pages/xerox/mini/rough/CWB) _ 

Twenty Bus 

#6, Winter ’97. If you’ve ever ridden a bus in San Francisco, you’ve got to 
get a copy of Twenty Bus. Kelli spends a lot of time on busses, especially the 
ones numbered in the ’20s, therefore she calls her zine of bus travel stories 
“Twenty Bus. ” She seems a lot more bitter in these stories—either she’s going 


Stupor 

#6, Winter ’96/’97. If you like personal tales, this 
comes pretty damn close to being a perfect zine. 
Steve picks a topic for each issue, then solicits 
stories from his readers. The best part is that he 
goes the extra mile and solicits tales from people he 
meets in Detroit area bars. He takes them down 
verbatim as people recall events from days gone 
by. He does little to clean them up, giving you the 
impression that you’re right there in the bar with 
them. The frank, confessional nature of these 
stories is very reminiscent of the tales that used to 
appear in Apology magazine. This is the “Oops” 
issue, and features stories of embarrassing acci¬ 
dents and horrible tragedies. Every story in here is 
just great, but they vary in length from an over¬ 
sized page to the micro-sized anecdote. There’s a 
great long tale of getting shit faced at a Ramones 
concert and ending up in a horrible accident on the 
way home. Some of the better stories are more like 
second-hand tales (but not quite urban myths). I 
loved the bit about a woman who got a full set of 
piercings but suffered a tragic accident while 
drying her hair. Her body became conductive, but 
her recent piercings turned into hot metal coils like 
in a toaster. The result was her nipples, navel, and 
pussy were all charred black, and she needed 
massive skin grafts to get everything back. He’s 
looking for stories about strange neighbors for the 
next issue. Send him a letter or send him a buck to 
get yourself a copy. Loves trading/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$1. Steve Hughes, P.O. 
Box 02253, Detroit, MI 48202 (16 pages/offset/ 
oversized/rough/RSF) 















through a bitter state these days or just riding San 
Francisco busses brings out the worst in her (which 
it’s very likely to do). She’s also spending less time 
on twenty busses, and instead wrote a lot about 
riding the 71 Haight, the 6 Parnassus, and the 
Freemont BART. My favorite story is about the 26 
Valencia. Kelli explains how the bus takes a short 
run on Market Street but then veers off onto 8th. 
This inevitably causes trouble for passengers who 
board on Market and mistakenly think it goes all the 
way to the ferry building. One time some asshole 
demanded that the bus stop and let him off once he 
realizes that it’s not going down Market. The guy 
was really rude to the driver, so Kelli butts in and 
the guy retaliates with “mind your own business, 
bitch!” She considers getting off the bus to punch 
him in the mouth but decides against it. Not 
surprisingly Kelli encounters plenty of religious 
freaks on the bus. She tells us stories of a woman 
who invites her to church to hear a sermon on “The 
Antichrist Beast” and a crazy Deadhead who 
preaches fire and brimstone to a woman who is 
reading a New Age spirituality book. Lots more 
stories about the loving people who live in San 
Francisco. Loves trading/submissions wanted. 
Price:20C + stamp. Kelli Williams, P.O. Box 
170612, San Francisco, CA 94117-0612-Email: 
Sharkygerl@aol.com (24 pages/xerox/mini/raw/ 
RSF) _ 

Vicissitude 

#6, June ’97. Laura gathered several contributions 
from friends, added many of her own stories, and 
laid it all out in a neat oblong size. The piece on her 
mixed heritage was a keen look at people’s expec¬ 
tations and cultural stereotypes. Some people be¬ 
have as if she is white bread, while others blithely 
expect that she should uphold her Chinese side by 
eating fried rice. But then she admits to wanting it 
both ways as well. “Please spare me the inevitable 
legacy of a small chest (Asian genes) and fat ass 
(Caucasian genes).” Then she prints an amusing 
list “You know you’re Asian if... ” with responses 
like “the bio lectures on marine life was last night’s 
dinner.” Later she cuts out women’s faces from 
various ads and lays them out next to their ad 
slogans. Just try sorting out the computer babes 
from the 1-900 girls and their come-on lines. 
Loves trading/reviews books music/submissions 
wanted. Price:$l. Subs:$5 for 5 issues. Laura, 
Inklab Works, P.O. Box4126, Seattle, WA 98102- 
Email: inklabwks@aol.com (30 pages/xerox/bro- 
chure/rough/CWB) 

-fZero Is Beautiful ♦ 

#1, Spring ’97. Jointly published by three different 
people, each of whom share their views of life and 
how a more egalitarian society could be construct¬ 
ed. At times their harsh views of revolution and 
pure P.C. morality seem overly constricting, and 
sometimes too simplified. Joshua writes about 
having to ask his father for rent money in one 
paragraph, and then about tearing society down in 
the next. His points are still valid, but talk is cheap 
when the rent is free. Much easier to swallow is the 
last essay (uncredited) about a tyrannical stepfather 
who forbade any feminist books in the house and 
tried to force the author into being a submissive 
straight-acting girl. It was only much later after 
leaving the shadow of her parents that she realized 
she did have feelings for men and that not all males 
can be blamed for the crimes of a few. Colorful 
hand-stamped cover. Price:$.95. L.J. Pickering, 
P.O. Box 2506, Portland, OR 97208-Email: 
libcoll@aracnet.com (32 pages/bound newsprint/ 
comic/rough/CWB) 


OTHER ZINES 


BLOSSOMED #2, May ’97. Much of this is Desha’s 
reaction to her four years of high school. She shares her 
impressions of her favorite along with the most hated 
instructors she has known. Then she takes a brief look 
at racism, flirting, and the difficult decision she had to 
make when she realized she was pregnant. Price:2 
stamps. Morristown Area High School, 1900 Eagle 


Dr., Morristown, PA 19403. Loves trading. (16/half- 

legal/roug h/CWB) _ 

BOX OF 64 #16, Spring ’97. A lighter issue where 
Stacy steps back and takes stock of where her zine, and 
her writing are going. It was neat to hear about her 
volunteer work with the International Women’s Writ¬ 
ing Guild. Stacy acts as a mentor, keeping in close 
contact with a high school senior who wants to further 
develop her writing abilities. Price:$2. Subs:$10 for 6. 
Stacy Estep, 2025 Peachtree Rd. NE Apt. 511, Atlanta, 
GA 30309. Selective trades. (16/half-legal/rough/CWB) 

[61] _ 

COUGHING UP LEGOMAN #1. This is a personal 
zine by an 18-year-old queer guy. It has a series of 
essays that seem straight from the heart, as if they were 
lifted from Chris’s diary. Price:$l?. Chris, P.O. Box 
530, West Ryde, NSW 2114, Australia (16/ digest/LR) 
DAN’S NEWSLETTER August ’97. Dan hasn’t quite 
decided which direction to turn right now. His Flagstaff 
bicycle courier business didn’t take off as he hoped so 
he’s falling back on his writing. He’s had several paid 
pieces in the Daily Sun and he started writing a book 
about his experiences living in a tent. This issue has the 
first chapter, and he’s off to a good start. Price:$l. 
Subs:$12 for 12. Dan Frazier, P.O. Box 23814, Flag¬ 
staff, AZ 86002 (6/standard/rough/RSF) [60] 
DANCING TO SILENCE #7. Matt smushes all his 
bad jobs into one long story, starting with staining 
homemade wooden toys in a poorly ventilated shack 
and ending with killing and draining the blood of 
pigeons on a squab farm. In between he attempts to pass 
a urine test to go full-time at the CRT factory. Anyone 
who’s ever read an ad for unskilled labor and cheered 
“That’s me!” will find solace in Mark’s words. Price:2 
stamps. Matt Heizman, P.O. Box3472, Columbus, OH 
43210-0472. Loves trading. (16/digest/rough/CWB) 

[61] _ 

DAVE ON DAVE #5, Spring 1997. An enjoyable zine 
that breaks off the simple diary-style personal zine and 
features plenty of longer stories and enjoyable shorter 
bits. Most disturbing is the story of having one testicle 
removed due to cancer. It’s pretty detailed, but more 
uncomfortable then gross. Another long story is the tale 
of visiting Eastern Europe and being detained by the 
Slovak police. Price:$l cash/stamps. Dave Otterson, 
P.O. Box 292, Station F, Toronto, ON M4Y 2L7, 
Canada. L oves trading. (32/half-legal/rough /RSF) [57] 
GIRLIE PRIG ZINE #9. Extremely wordy stories 
from Karen’s perpetual life on holiday. She writes with 
great enthusiasm about her jaunty adventures and cof¬ 
fee breaks in the dead of night, but best is her story of 
having a mad crush on her manager at the pizza house. 
Price:$2. Karen, 1518 17 Ave. NW, Calgary, ABT2M 
0R5, Canada (64/digest/raw/CWB) 

GLEN BURNIELAND #43, Winter ’97. Only Mr. 
Chuck can make a trip to the dentist a funny affair. 
Another tragedy that befell Mr. Chuck is that someone 
ripped off his credit card numbers. That too comes 
across in his hilarious style which keeps everything, 
from the tragic to the mundane, compelling and delight¬ 
ful reading. Price:free/$3. Subs:$10 for 4. Chuck 
Jones, 9195-H Hitching Post Lane, Laurel, MD 20723 

(16/standa rd/DTPed/RSF) [60] _ 

THE GREAT SPENDER #1, August ’97. A quickie 
zine that’s simply Jason recalling his carefree spending 
habits. Jason is so loose with his money it’s downright 
shocking—borrowing money from his family, blowing 
it on booze, whores, and pom, all while he’s unable to 
pay his bills. This was a really fun read, but way too 
short. Price:2 stamps. Jason Caudill, 575 East Mildon, 
Hazel Park , MI 48030 (3/standard/raw/RSF ) 

ILSABE RAIN #1, June ’97. This carries a vague 
feeling of being haunted by some emotion or crisis not 
specifically named. It’s kind of sparse but Sarah touch¬ 
es on some fascinating things like the Egyptian Book of 
the Dead, the experience known as jamais vu, and some 
very unorthodox veiews on the Garden of Eden story. 
Price:$l. Sarah Shannon, P.O. Box 372, Lawrence, KS 
66044. Lo ves trading. (21/digest/rough/CW B) 

IN THE SHADOW OF A RAINBOW #2, May ’97. 
One of the most straightforward and honest zines in a 
long time. Kristen sets her complicated life out in 
detail, describing it with a minimum of pretense. She 
describes what it’s like to deal with clinical depression, 
having an abusive father, and the many conflicting 
situations she gets into with boys. Price:2 stamps. 
Kristen Brady, 101 Champagne Circle, Norristown, 
PA 19403. Loves trading. (24/digest/raw/C WB) 

THE LETTER PARADE Bonnie Jo’s friendly zine of 
letters and short prose. This time she pondered the 


cowbirds in her backyard and all the birds that can be 
found in Michigan. Subs:$10. Bonnie Jo, Bonnie Joe 
Enterprises, P.O. Box 52, Comstock, MI 49041. Loves 

trading. (6 /legal/rough/RSF) [57] _ 

LOVE, JANE #9. It’s hard to know if these intimate 
stories are real or not, or even if they were all written 
by Jenna. “My Life as a Teenage Prostitute” continues 
and we hear of Jenna’s tormented and mixed-up emo¬ 
tions. Price:75C. Jenna, 63 Bovet Rd. #224, San Ma¬ 
teo, CA 9 4402. Loves trading. (18/digest/r aw/CWB) 
MATCHBOOK #5. An enjoyable collection of per¬ 
sonal tales about heavy metal music. Steven wrote 
about his experiences as a fan of metal and all the fellow 
fans he met along the way. Anyone who grew up 
listening to metal will certainly enjoy these stories. 
Price:99C. Steven Salardino, Sticks/Bricks, P.O. Box 
3274, Sout h Pasadena, CA 91031 (digest/DT Ped/RSF) 
THE MEAN REDS #1. The title is from Holly Golightly’s 
description of her less manic state (watch Breakfast at 
Tiffany's ) and makes a fitting name for Alisha’s zine. 
It’s filled with lots of internal dialogue about falling out 
of love, being sensitive, and finding your place in life, 
and has lots of loose drawings and collage. Price:$l. 
Alisha Trimble, 6120 Christopher Ct., Romeo, MI 
48065-421 4, Loves trading. (28/digest/raw /CWB) 
PLEBEIAN TIMES #4. Quiet stories that contemplate 
the diversions life could have taken, as well as simple 
introspective thoughts. In one of the opening stories, 
Jason explains how he was violently beaten while 
walking to a friend’s house. For no reason two guys 
attacked him and kept at it until he had blacked out. The 
whole experience seemed to leave him more sad than 
anything else. Price:$l. Jason Garland, 1275 StaciLn., 
Sulphur, LA 70663. Loves trading. (32/digest/rough/ 

CWB) _ 

SCENERY #5. Another collection of observations 
made from the dashboard of Mike’s car. He ponders the 
traveling life, hickeys, microwave ovens, failed attrac¬ 
tions, recurring dreams, and even a “bispacial” cat 
named Myra. Each page or two is a short window into 
Mike’s world accompanied by hand-drawn illustra¬ 
tions. It’s more of an art project with long captions than 
just a collection of personal stories. Price:$l. Mike, 
P.O. Box 14223, Gainesville, FL 32604 (20/half-legal/ 
raw/CWB) [60] 

SELECTIONS FROM MY JOURNALS #2, March 
’97. It’s not that Wil’s stories are uninteresting, but they 
seem to lose something in the retelling, the way dreams 
are so vivid to the dreamer but not to the person hearing 
them the next morning. “How I Learned to Menstru¬ 
ate” is Wil’s catchy title for his heartfelt appreciation of 
Judy Blume books, one of the best pieces here. Price:$l. 
Wil Forbis, 1463 E. Republican St. Suite 112, Seattle, 
WA 98112 . Selective trades. (25/digest/rou gh/CWB) 
SIMBA #12. It must be springtime for Vique as she 
writes unabashedly about her loves—both emotional 
and physical. Much of this issue finds her caught up in 
an ecstatic emotional state, writing about relationships 
both past and present. Sometimes a little redundant, but 
an enlightening window into Vique’s life. Price:$2. 
Vique Martin, P.O. Box 340, Leeds, LS4 2XU, U.K. 

(58/digest/ polished/CWB) [56] _ 

STAY AWAKE #12, July ’97. Sarah takes a lively 
attitude when it comes to her zine, filling it with lots of 
short tidbits that are always fun to read. I like the 
personal stuff the best, especially all her comments 
about how life in Toronto is different from life in 
Philadelphia. I also really enjoyed her essay about 
being single at 27 and the stresses it causes for a smart 
girl who’s just looking fora nice guy. Price:$l. Subs:$6 
for 6. Sarah Welstead, 1220-218 Thorpe Rd., Burling¬ 
ton, ON L7S 2H5, Canada. Loves trading. (20/stan- 
dard/DTPed/RSF) [57] 

STILL AFRAID OF THE DARK #1, Summer ’97. 
These real life and fiction pieces include the story of a 
girl who wants to escape her orange-tinted dreams and 
a loser who lucks out with a rich widow. The writing is 
good, but a little more focus would help. Price:$l. 
Winifred, P.O. Box 286, San Juan Capistrano, CA 
92693. Lo ves trading. (16/digest/rough/CW B) 
SUSAN’S LETTER March ’97. A joyful little letter- 
zine where Susan presents pearls of wisdom from 
herself or others. She’s been writing for the San Jose 
Business Journal , which keeps her on the cutting edge 
of computer technology. She told us about some new 
German computer software that manages an entire 
company. Costing upwards of $20 million, it can 
increase corporate revenues by the billions. Price:SASE. 
Subs:$10 for 12. Susan Mueller, P.O. Box 62165, 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086-2165 (4/standard/rough/RSF) [57] 
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Stuff that makes us laugh—both with and 
without cartoons. Some zines are filled with 
serious political satire while others are just 
plain rude, crude, and completely hilarious. 

♦ 3rd Arm Electricity ♦ 

#8, Summer ’97. Will has recreated the famous “Choose Your Own 
Adventure” series and sets his story in Cleveland during a clash between the 
space aliens and the indie rockers. It’s a fun yam that gives you the options 
to find famous scenesters, buy punk records, and travel between Earth and 
the planet Octoron, just to find out that the evil leader behind it all is 
Gorbachev. Issue #8 (attached) has a gag interview with puff boys Hanson and 
some even funnier made-up rap lyrics. Last are some foul tactics to get 
revenge on your enemies like calling the cops and anonymously ratting on 
them for any crimes you can think of. Selective trades. Price:$l. Will, P.O. 
Box 41393, Brecksville, OH 44141—Email: chadfreeman@usa.net (40 
pages/xerox /digest/rough/CWB) _ 

♦ Annals of Improbable Research ♦ 

Journal of Record for Inflated Research and Personalities 

Vol. 3, #3, June ’97. This is one of the funniest publications in this corner of 
the universe. Using standard research materials, the AIRheads expose just 
how stupidly funny science, law, and marketing can be. The editorial board 
includes a fair selection of Nobel Laureates and convicted felons. This issue’s 
theme is Managed Health Care, and keeping with it we get safe nose picking 
through use of finger condoms, how CAT scans cause injuries, and the role 
of infants spraying their mothers with various fluids to ensure bonding. Plus 
research into nomenclature for clones, how to cheat at research, Nobel 
Laureates on the proper selection and wearing of neck ties, how a woman 
without a vagina became pregnant, how Germans cross their legs and oral sex 
amongst catfish. No trades/reviews books/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$4.95. Subs:$23 for 6 issues. Marc Abrahams, AIR, P.O. Box 380853, 
Cambridge, MA 02238—Email: info@improb.com—URL: http:// 
www.improb.com (36 pages/offset/standard/professional/JP) 

babysue 

Vol. 6, #1, “Summer 1958.” It’s another issue of S. Fievet’s rude, insulting, 
racist, offensive, and usually hilarious comix and stories. Kind of a mixed bag 


Bigger, ENGORGED catalog of goodies 
by Yendie Boox Publishing featuring 
the latest release: 
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From Rural Marauders 


this time. I liked the longer pieces, but many of the shorter ones didn’t excite 
me that much. The best part is the story of drawing little doodles on scraps 
of toilet paper, calling it T.P. Art, and selling it on the street. It’s an off-the- 
wall idea that certainly got a surprising response. Another good piece is the 
story behind the rumor of Lucille Ball dying that LMNOP and his friends 
spread over the years. Written satires include “Ask Dr. Private Area,” 
“Ordinary Household Highs,” and “Now that You are Becoming a Woman.” 
Then there’s the classic Baby Sue comix where our ol’ pal Baby Sue and her 
faithful narrator exist in some sort of perverse relationship. Price:$3. 
Subs:$12 for 4 issues. S. Fievet, P.O. Box 8989, Atlanta, GA 31106-8989— 
Email: LMNOP@babysue.com—URL: http://www.babysue.com (30 pag- 
es/offset/sta ndard/DTPed/RSF) _ 

Bean 

#4, July ’97. Sophisticated humor with occasional forays into the world of 
fringe culture and music. Bean catches up to Reverend Stang to ask him all 
about the Church of the SubGenius and its new end of the world prophecy. 
There’s less than a year left before the aliens come to wipe everything out, 
but if you join Bob’s ranks for $30 now, you are guaranteed salvation. There 
is also a hilarious commentary on Demi Moore that examines other film 
endings she would like to ruin. Why should Anna Karenina die on the tracks 
when she can have a spicy lesbian scene instead? Unbelievable co-worker 
stories with some nice long write-ups of recent movies. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines videos music. Price:$3 4- $1. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. JoeBenkis, 
P.O. Box 641946, Omaha, NE 68164—Email: spudboy@novia.net (44 
pages/offset /standard/polished/CWB) _ 

Book of Letters 

#6. No zine makes me laugh as consistently as this one. Reverend Mackin 
sends letters to consumer marketing divisions with his many questions and 
complaints. He then reprints his original with the response he gets back. This 
time he really outdoes himself. Longtime readers will know the private battle 
he is waging with the makers of Lever 2000 soap in an effort to learn the 
meaning of their “2000 body parts” ad campaign. Despite the Lever Brothers 
attempts to sweep him under the rug, he will not be ignored! In one letter he 
tries to imagine as many body parts as possible that are cleanable with soap 
(including guiche, tragus, and conch) but comes up 1800 parts short. It seems 
in their refusal to admit to the likely truth (that “2000” merely sounded nice), 
they have earned themselves a tireless opponent in consumer marketing. 
Mackin takes the battle to a higher eschelon when he includes a postcard for 
readers to send to Lever firmly asking them to answer his questions. Other 
missives were sent to Kimberly-Clark to question their latest ad campaign 
(“feel what softness feels like” !?), Pepsi (“What does Pepsi mean anyway?”) 
and General Mills (“Please send a check for using my idea in your Lucky 
Charms ad. ”) You’ve just got to read his dopey common man letters to really 
appreciate what’s going on here. Selective trades. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 5 
issues. Rev. RichardJ. Mackin, P.O. Box 890, Allston, MA02134(34pages/ 
xerox/digest /rough/CWB) _'_ 

♦ Debris ♦ 

tt 2, April ’97. Brad, Don, and Chad bring us their unique brand of potty humor 
laced with pages of Cracked- style comics. Here’s a new tip: wrap electrical 
tape around a non-filter cigarette before you smoke it. You’re sure to have a 
lot of weird dreams—for the rest of your life. Comics cover the high school 
environment with cheerleaders, puking, jocks, panty raids, and girls who 
breakup with you and not very nicely. Phil’s interview with Evan Dorkin was 
really geeky but Evan was a good sport and played along despite the horrible 
fanboy palaver. Loves trading/reviews zines cornices music/age statement/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$5 for 3 issues. Don Picton, P.O. Box 
392, Yorkvi lle, IL 60560 (54 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CW B) 

♦ Doug Anderson’s Web Parody ♦ 

July ’97. A hilarious series of satire web pages created by Doug Anderson. 
His first was the “HastaLaVista” search engine. “Upon submission, your 
information request is immediately transmitted to our team of six information 
specialists... Once they receive your request, they begin thumbing through the 
large stack of cookbooks and old periodicals located toward the rear of our 
office, searching for tidbits that might have something to do with your query. ” 
For his next trick he tackles whitehouse.gov, complete with “Howdy, Y’all” 
and flying twin flags. His virtual tour of the White House starts with “As its 
name suggests, the White House is a white house. A big, white house.. .count 
yourself lucky that you don’t have to clean this place.” His tour includes visits 
to the “Hall of Cheese,” the “Discotheque,” the “Box-o-Rama,” the “Love 
Nest,” and the “Top Secret Fort & Hideout.” There’s layers upon layers of 
pages and links in his satires, keeping you busy searching for more.—Email: 
ribey e@geocities. com—URL: http: //ww w. geocities. com/SunsetStrip/Alley / 
7028/farce. htm (RSF) _ 

♦ Funny Times ♦ 

Vol. 12, #7, July ’97. In comic strips and political cartoons humor is a difficult 
thing to achieve. Bad jokes are a dime a dozen; it’s making poignant comments 
on society or forcing a good bellylaugh that is the mark of an excellent strip. 
Funny Times has exactly that criteria in mind. Each month they collect the 
best work from the likes of Tom Tomorrow, Clay Butler, Bill Griffith, 
Mueller, Peter Kuper, and Nicole Hollander. I was especially happy to see 
the work of Andy Singer in this issue. Many of his strips have run in Auto- 
Free Times and it was nice to see a broader scope of his work. Isabella 































Bannerman’s strip in which two pet owners meet on the sidewalk was one of 
the funniest. While the dogs are sniffing each other’s butts, one says “Try 
getting that kind of information on the Internet. ” Primarily devoted to panel 
comics, but it carries a good smattering of written stories as well. Selective 
trades/reviews zines/submissions wanted. Price:2.95. Subs:$21 for 12 is¬ 
sues. Funny Times, P.O. Box 2176, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118—Email: 
ft@funnytimes.com—URL: http://www.funnytimes.com (24 pages/loose 
ne wsprint/ta bloid/pol ished/C WB) _ 

+ Geezuz Mag ♦ 

#28. These parodies of Biblical passages show much more creativity than the 
run of the mill zine blasphemy. Rot has rewritten and updated many of the 
most popular stories to make them more accessible to the TV generation. One 
of the funniest bits is Rot’s reprint of the Genesis passage that lists all of Noah’s 
descendants. Next to the original, he used a spellchecker to bring those pesky 
Israelites into the ’90s. Instead of the ancient Hadoran, Raamah, and 
Naphtuhim, how about naming your kids Haddock, Ramada, and Naphtha¬ 
lene. There’s also a Hard Copy-ish version of the Cane and Abel saga, the 
story of Isaac rewritten mafioso style, a travel brochure for Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and a saucy story titled “Lot and His Daughters. ” With names like 
Tiffany and Savannah, I think you can see where that one is going. No trades/ 
reviews music. Price:$2???. Rot N. Hell, 341 East 16th Ave., Vancouver, 
BC V5T 2T 7, Canada (26 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

Githyanki 

#15. Half jokey, half serious treatment of bodily functions and the music 
scene. They kind of go together don’t they? “Free and Instant Heavy Metal 
Band Names” lets you come up with some doozies on the spot. Pick a word 
from each column and you’ve got... “Albino Yogurt Machine.” Uh, maybe 
that doesn’t work so well after all. Lots of ghastly job injury stories at Joo’s 
bakery that would make a perfect opening act for the Jim Rose Circus. 
Evidently Joo’s co-workers are the same people that need the warning not to 
stick lit firecrackers in their mouth and ears. We also check in with the band 
Moog Cookbook (named for the real book), Hulk Hogan, and jigglemeister 
Charro. Plus toilet bowl humor with a long list of shit types including ghost, 
wet cheeks, and my favorite—the crowd pleaser. Loves trading/reviews zines 
videos music/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:$1. Joo Scott, 
Githyanki Fanzine, P.O. Box 660572, Miami Springs, FL 33266—Email: 
jooscott@aol.com—URL: http://members.aol.com/jooscott/index.html (36 
pages/xerox /digest/raw/CWB) _ 

Have You Seen the Dog Lately? 

Spring ’97. I can always rely on HYStDL? for a fun and charming issue. 
Whenever it comes to the top of the review pile I’m grateful for something 
that actually makes me laugh. The Beats comic was one of the best of the 
series. They go exploring through a gift shop in San Francisco’s Japantown 
and find such weird sayings as “Something glittering is falling from the sky 
for you...It’s yogurt!” It’s enough to make me wonder whether T.R. Miller 
isn’t working for the Sanrio company. There’s also more wordplay, Eileen 
on hives, and an authentic conversation with Jim Morrison via Ouija. Also 
available is the special “Girls!” issue that is mandatory reading at your next 
slumber party. Megan and Jen describe the Sanrio character who’s anally 
correct and their favorite kids books of the ’70s. Great color cover of two 
youthful Wonder Woman admirers. Loves trading/reviews zines/prints 
letters. Price:$l. Subs:$4 for 4 issues. Jenny Makofsky, 5609 College Ave. 
#205, Oakla nd, CA 94618 (24 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB ) 

Idiot Wind 

#62. A great new issue of Idiot Wind with the theme of “Love & Litigation.” 
Lots of really funny stuff in here, including the fake letters and the endless 
array of top eleven lists. My favorite, of course, is the “top eleven engineer 
pick-up lines.” Don’t miss “top twelve worst Usenet newsgroups to meet 
someone,” “top eleven least popular colloquialisms for sex,” and “top eleven 
ways to get thrown out of a courtroom,” like “Call the bailiff ‘Garcon’.” 
There’s also a great list of “other rules” and “the tale of the disillusioned care 
bear.” And it’s free, for god’s sake. What do you want? Loves trading/ 
submissions wanted. Price:SASE w/ 2 stamps. Idiot Wind, P.O. Box 87, 
Occoquan, VA 22125—Email: idiotwind@radix.net—URL: http:// 
www. radix. net/~idiotwind (19 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/RSF ) 

♦ L’Affro Dazzler ♦ 

#1, Summer ’97. The comics and satire didn’t really inspire too many laughs, 
but Carson’s list of proposed TV shows certainly did. “The Mason Dixon 
Closet” is about a gay man who inherits a farm in Alabama. He and his lover 
move down there and pretend they’re brothers, but all sorts of Bosom Buddy - 
ish hijinks result when the town wants to meet the nonexistant girlfriend. Then 
there’s “Me and Cracker” about a Nazi skin and an African American 
homeboy who are forced into sharing an apartment in LA. As weird as these 
sound, are they any worse than the shows that have actually aired? Remember 
Alf , about a family that adopts a lovable alien handpuppet or the adventures 
of pre-PC do-gooder Grizzly Adams and his bear? No trades/reviews comics/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$l + 2 stamps. Subs:$5 for 4 issues. CarsonMell, 
P.O. Box 44 10, Cave Creek, AZ 85331 (20 pages/xerox/digest/ rough/CWB) 

The Mongoloid Moose 

#33, April ’97. This collection of facts, news commentary, and quotes is one 
of the more entertaining of the satire zines. This issue’s Special 101-item list 
is devoted to things not to do in horror movies. Never read aloud any book 


on summoning demons, never have sex, and avoid the basement, attic, woods, 
lake, and the entire state of Maine. The previous issue carried a great story 
of a guy who habitually submits fossils (in this case the head of a plastic Malibu 
Barbie) to the Smithsonian Institute. Other evidence pulled from his backyard 
includes a tyrannosaurus rex femur that looks strangely like a Sears Craftsman 
crescent wrench. Loves trading/reviews zines/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$l. Subs:$5 for 6 issues. Scott Wilson, P.O. Box 642, 
Bloomfield, NJ 07003—Email: mongomoose@aol.com—URL: http:// 
members.aol.com/MongoMoose/private/mongo.htm (10 pages/xerox/stan¬ 
dard/rough/CWB)_ 

Pocho Magazine 

40 ounces of pure malt literature 

#8, Summer ’97. With its photo funnies, mock letters, satirical news stories, 
and carefully re-engineered pictures, Pocho is a close cousin to National 
Lampoon , albeit with a Latino slant. There are lots of gags about the 
chupacabras, I.N.S., LA immigrant culture, Selena, Spanish lingo, and even 
some swipes on White House politics. I just busted out laughing at the 
Macarena page. Original lyrics: “Le gustarja vivir en Nueva York/Y ligar un 
novio nuevo. ” New translation: “We will beat back the borders to New York/ 
while you dance to the Latin Hokey Pokey.” Then they give a full lineup of 
new TV shows including “Casey Diaz, MD,” “Mo’ Caliente,” and “Super- 
nachos,” all sponsored by one or another crap “Mexican” restaurant. Don’t 
miss the photo of Manny, the first cloned adult Mexican or the faux-Family 
Circus strips. With humor being such a rare and difficult thing for zines to 
tackle, Pocho does an amazing job. No trades/reviews zines books music/age 
statement/free to prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Lalo 
Lopez, Pocho Magazine, P.O. Box 63052, East Los Angeles, CA 90063- 
Email: pocho@pocho.com (28 pages/offset/standard/polished/CWB) 

Post Modern Toad 

Humor & Miscellany 

#3, Summer ’97. Christine sat languishing for a year and a half wondering 
about the future of her zine. She writes about how she had “zined herself into 
a corner” and had no enthusiasm for continuing. But with a burst of inspiration 
she put out this new issue with job stories, poems, and satire. I loved reading 
about her work in a photo lab. It fits perfectly with the stories from 
Bottomfeeder and McJob, as everyone seems to complain about the same 
range of customer morons. There’s the Ignoramus: “Hi sweetheart. I’m 
having trouble with my camera. Can I talk to one of the fellas?” But there’s 
also root canal, squirrel fiction, and goofball aliens. Loves trading/reviews 
zines music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Christine Conte, 
P.O. Box 62, Milford, CT 06460 (25 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 
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HUMOR Is 


The Realist 

#136, Summer ’97. With just ten issues left to go, 
Paul’s been making sure that each one is jam- 
packed with plenty of engaging articles. The lead 
story here pays tribute to Allen Ginsburg—his life, 
his poetry, and his political activism. Paul com¬ 
piled a collection of stories and anecdotes that 
remind us how generous and multifaceted Allen 
was. I particularly enjoyed the transcripts from a 
memorial for Allen which included Ken Desay, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, and Peter Coyote. Another 
enjoyable tale comes from Stella Resnick as she 
recalls a prank that Ginsberg and Corso used to 
play on unsuspecting acquaintances. That’s just the 
beginning. The issue also has a sermon from the 
Church of Euthanasia, David Steinberg’s report 
from the first International Conference on Prosti¬ 
tution, Bill Bolt’s commentary on the proposed 
FDR memorial, a revealing expose on female 
genital mutilation happening in U.S. hospitals, and 
the latest developments in the battle over Seattle’s 
anti-postering ordinance. No trades/submissions 
wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$12 for 6 issues. Paul 
Krassner, The Realist, P.O. Box 1230, Venice, 
CA 90294 (8 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

Reglar Wiglar 

Vol. 2, #8. Perhaps inspired by the mayhem of 
Spinal Tap , Auman’s is one of the few zines to 
successfully spoof the rock world. The faux band 
the Woodrows make another appearance, this time 
giving a brilliant interview about future plans and 
rival musicians. The best part of this is Chris’s 
attention to detail. You’d swear he copped all this 
stuff out of a Rolling Stones tell-all book, changed 
a few names, and substituted the Altamonte Speed¬ 
way with the Cheese Shed. By the time we get to 
the film reviews (of “Killed by Death” and “I Will 
Kill You Many Times”), it seems that Reglar 
Wiglar is not just spoofing cinema but the some¬ 
times abysmal realm of zine writing itself. Off the 
track of satire was Auman’s riveting fiction of 
three kids getting pulled over by the cops in the 
middle of nowhere. The reader is just as much in 
the dark as the cops are over what will be found and 
whether something more sinister will ensue. Loves 
trading/reviews zines comics. Price:$2. Chris 
Auman, Reglar Wiglar, P.O. Box 578174, Chica¬ 
go, IL 60657—Email: wiglar@aol.com (40pages/ 
bound newsprint/standard/polished/CWB) 

Single Guy Zine Dossier 

#9, February ’97. Single men can rejoice that they 
have a buddy in Ryan. He’s gone through every¬ 
thing that the dating world can throw at him, 
making a great source of commiseration. This 
issue he chronicles the last four years of single life 
and his attempts to find a mate. All the basic 
ingredients are here: Catholic school uniforms, 
personal ads, drunken fumblings, lifeguards, blind 
dates, and most often, other boyfriends. About the 
dreaded phrase we all hate to hear, Ryan says “The 
word ‘friends’ is no consolation prize. It’s like 
saying that you came third in a race with two other 
contestants. No, you’re not third, you’re last. 
Dead last. ” Ryan tells most of his stories in a world 
CNI of espionage and X Files jargon which makes the 
(0 heartbreak more exotic. Is Ryan desperate or just 
unlucky? You decide. Selective trades/reviews 
books music. Price:$l. Ryan Bigge, 11623 90th 
III Ave., Delta, BC V4C 3H5, Canada—Email: 
^ rbigge@sfu.ca—URL: http://www.geocities.com/ 
■■ Paris/1537 (16 pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/CWB) 

™ Wink 

P" #3. Sorta empty, but there are some choice glean- 
Ul ings . “Papa’s got a brand new mail bag” is one of 
the funnier lettercol titles I’ve seen. There are tips 
■Pj on escaping from the Mummy and some fun 
jjj methods of picking a new name if you are a 
w# budding mafioso. Check out the previous issue for 
P" the gut-busting “Everything I Really Need to 
Know I Learned From Professional Wrestling.” 
^ Loves trading. Price:2 stamps. Carol and Michele, 
yf P.O. Box 14023, Gainesville, FL 32604(10pages/ 
™ xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 


OTHER ZINES 


BANTER & BABBLE #24, Winter ’97. One stellar 
piece is a reprint from 1894 that gives advice to young 
brides. It describes how to reduce sexual contact with 
husbands until they are denied completely. Sly tech¬ 
niques to quash the mood include “arguments, nagging, 
scolding and bickering, commenced about an hour 
before the husband would normally begin his seduc¬ 
tion.” Price:$l. Subs:$4 for 4. James A. Morrisard, 
P.O. Box 50086, Baltimore, MD 21211. Selective 

trades. (12 /standard/DTPed/CWB) _ 

CHEESE #10, August ’97. A lighthearted zine that 
covers a lot of ground—from the cheesiness of pop 
culture to more serious political subjects. I liked the 
story of the trip to San Diego, in search of after-hours 
clubs and “mystic cheese.” I also liked the satire of 
aromatherapy, describing the therapeutic uses of the 
skunk, onions, and public restrooms. Price:$2. Subs:$8 
for 4. Brie Dah, 922 NE 44th Ave., Portland, OR 
97213. Loves trading. (32/digest/DTPed/RSF) [59] 
THE COMPENDIUM Vol. 9, #1, Summer, ’97. 
Random weird, or maybe it’s all planned weird ya 
know, as it applies to the loyal and growing devotees of 
the Society. Reported with detailed footnotes and ex¬ 
panded upon with the currently most amusing letters in 
zinedom. Here we find the vortex of weird to be 188th 
Street and the Union Turnpike, travels of The Beast, 
and more ambulatory inanimate objects. Price:$3. 
Subs:$10 for 4. Kathy Biehl, P.O. Box 542327, Hous¬ 
ton, TX 77254-2327. Loves trading. (16/standard/ 
DTPed/JP) [60] 

CONTRA COSTA GAZETTE Vol. 3, #3, March ’97. 
Faux news articles and advertisements laid out newspa¬ 
per style. My favorite is the Hollywood call for minor¬ 
ity actors. There are plenty of roles for gang members, 
ex-cons, former athletes with drug problems, and even 
Southern sharecroppers wrongfully accused of mur¬ 
der. Price:free/stamps. Nathan Ortega, 1542 Heart- 
wood Dr., Concord, CA 94521 (6/standard/DTPed/ 

CWB) __ 

DAILY COW #13, May ’97. For the cow-obsessed or 
the pun-obsessed, this thick 30-page zine is filled to the 
brim with silly stories, funny photos, weird news, and 
gag cartoons, all related to bovines. What’s most 
incredible about this one is the comprehensive nature of 
everything inhere. It’s positively overwhelming. Price:$2. 
Subs:$5 for 3. David R. Wyder, 121 Gregory Ave. #B- 
7, Passaic, NJ 07055. Selective trades. (30/standard/ 
DTPed/RSF) [60] 

ECHOLALIA PUBLICATIONS March ’97. Each 
issue of this single-page zine sports a different title and 
theme. Three great issues here—“Cigar Smoking Fools” 
takes a shot at annoying and trendy cigar smokers, “The 
Echolalia Shopper” borrows gift ideas from a medical 
supply catalog, and March brings us “Cavalcade of 
Criminals.” Subs:$15 for 12. Echolalia Publications, 
2300-B Central Ave. SE, Suite 117, Albuquerque, NM 
87106-350 6 (1/standard/DTPed/RSF) [60] 

FUNNY PAGES #91, August ’97. For nearly 10 years, 
Joe Workman has been compiling the latest jokes into 
this monthly publication. There’s plenty of Mike Tyson 
jokes in this one. I also liked the list of “Things you 
don’t want to hear during surgery. ” Certainly one of the 
funniest zines out there. Price:SASE. Subs:$15 for 12. 
Joe Workman, Funny Pages, P.O. Box 317025, Day- 
ton, OH 45437. Loves trading. (8/standard/DTPed/ 

RSF) [59]_ 

LOST ARMADILLOS IN HEAT #14. Folks who 
think Texas is the greatest country on Earth will love 
this infusion of down home humor. A giant-sized 
Gumby was caught on film in the throes of hormonal 
elation, we get some recipes for Texas Cowboy Wien¬ 
ers, and try to match all the Texas musicians with their 
tunes. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4. Joe O’Connell, 1113W. 
31st St., Austin, TX 78705. Loves trading. (20/stan- 
dard/DTPed/CWB) [58] 

THE MOOSLETTER #32, Summer ’97. The truth 
seems stranger than fiction in this zine devoted to cow 
humor and cow factoids. Their weird news section is 
most unusual, reporting on all the strange laws and 
weird reports from cowtown. There’s also a special 
feature on collecting postcards with cow images. Price:$2. 
Subs:$7 for 4. C.J. Peiffer, Cowtree Collector, 240 
Wahl Ave., Evans City, PA 16033. Selective trades. 

(36/digest/ DTPed/RSF) [59] _ 

NEAT-O Vol. 2, #1, February ’97. This funpack 
includes lots of silly comics, spinner toys, crosswords, 
cutouts, a board game, and everything else you could 
imagine needing at the breakfast table. Beers were rated 


on a scale from Moe’s Place to the Cantina Bar with the 
Swamp and Reagle Beagle in the middle. Price:$2. 
Bruce Henderson, 73 1/2 Beck Ave. #2, Akron, OH 
44302. Lo ves trading. (54/half-legal/raw/C WB) [57] 
NUTHOUSE #37, Summer ’97. Dale Andrew White’s 
“Moe Howard Died For Our Sins” took me by surprise. 
It’s a fond tribute to the realm of sight gags and slapstick 
that harkens back to the days when people “laughed 
with their mouths, not their minds.” Warm, offbeat 
writing not unlike what you’ll find in the pages of Farm 
Pulp. Price:$l. Subs:$5 for 5. D.A. White, Twin 
Rivers Press, P.O. Box 119, Ellenton, FL 34222. 
Selective trades. (12/digest/rough/C WB) [59] 

PANINI MISHAP Vol. 3, #1, February ’97. Lots of 
mockery of our beloved pop culture with one really fun 
piece about Georgia. Smokey tells us that it began as a 
penal colony, still has the stars and bars in its flag, 
and would have been better off if Atlanta had stayed 
a charred mess a la General Sherman. Price:$l. 
Corry Anderson, 3140 Chowem Ave. S., Minneap¬ 
olis, MN 55416. Selective trades. (12/standard/DTPed/ 
CWB) 

THE QUARTERLY PHILISTINE Spring ’97. Like 
many humor zines, this one doesn’t care if you take 
offense at any of the comments contained within. This 
one features opinionated satire about Ebonics, Howard 
Stern, The Tony Awards, and sports. Price:$2. Subs:$10 
for4. Nick Bonesso, Nabcomm Publications, P.O. Box 
15762, Pittsburgh, PA 15244. Loves trading. (8/stan- 
dard/DTPed/RSF) [53] 

RETARD #6, Fall ’97. The daffmess abounds. This 
time the staff go anagram crazy, illuminate the crystal 
skull of the Mayans, wander through an old yearbook, 
visit the Masonic shrine of George Washington, and.. .oh 
boy.. .try their hand at Jello surprise. One easy-to-whip- 
up recipe calls for only three ingredients: orange Jell- 
0, pumpkin pie filling, and cocktail weinees. Price:$3. 
Subs:$12for4. Kris Kane, Box 23151, Alexandria, VA 
22304-9315. Selective trades. (44/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

[60] _ 

SATIRE Vol. 4, #1, Summer ’97. Thick digest of 
competent conventional satire, including stories, es¬ 
says, poetry and comics. Nothing too wacky or offen¬ 
sive. This issue skewers the usual suspects like political 
correctness, Total Quality Management (TQM) con¬ 
sultants, German peace-keeping troops, Ebonics, and 
modern sweatshops. Price:$5.25. Subs:$ 18 for 4. Lar¬ 
ry Logan, P.O. Box 340, Hancock, MD 21750-0340 

(96/digest/ DTPed/MS) [60] _ 

SUPERGOO #18, February ’97. The hit and miss zine 
of satire and gag writing. In many ways it’s like a satire 
of the traditional zine, with its fake letters and silly 
Harper 'j-style index. I like the drink recipes where you 
can learn how to make a “Skip & Go Naked” and an 
“Angel’s Tit.” Price:$l. Subs:$10 for 6. Jason Rut¬ 
ledge, P.O. Box 6602, Norman, OK 73070. Selective 
trades. (16 /half-legal/DTPed/RSF) 

TH’ NOO #14, February ’97. A zine connected to the 
McGillicuddy Serious Party [see F5 #51], mainly com¬ 
posed of newsclips about that unusual Australian/New 
Zealand political party. They seem to be getting a lot of 
press these days and are having a lot of fun with it. 
Price:$3. Paul Cooke, A.B. McGillicuddy, Limeworks 
Loop Rd., RD5 Hamilton, New Zealand (44/euro- 
standard/DTPed/RSF) [54] 

THE WEIRD NEWS #34, Summer ’97. Don’s short 
but amusing zine of political satire. “At the same time 
the U.S. Congress was passing $245 billion in capital 
gains and other tax cuts to the rich, they were slashing 
programs like Medicare by $270 billion.” Weird news 
indeed, especially for a president who claims to be a 
Democrat. Price:free. Donald F. Busky, 7393 Rugby 
St., Philadelphia, PA 19138-1236. Loves trading. (4/ 
standard/raw/RSF) [57] 

THE WEST VIRGINIA SURF REPORT #13. Each 
issue of the Surf Report has one long satirical story that 
often covers sex from a less than PC aspect. This is a 
particularly weird one, describing the “Eleanor Roosevelt 
School for Ugly Girls.” Price:$l. Jeff Kay, P.O. Box 
7422, Burbank, CA 91510-7422. Loves trading. (12/ 
standard/rough/RSF) 

ZYZXX #4, Winter ’97. Originally written on an exit 
sign in Vegas, Jen took the word and made it her own. 
One incredible story was about being conned into a 
Jenny Jones -style show where a reaction to a friend’s 
apology is supposed to be captured live. The whole 
experience was totally humiliating and retarded. 
Price:free/$1. Subs:$5 for 4. Jen Hitchcock, 8424A 
Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 326, West Hollywood, CA 
90069. Selective trades. (20/standard/rough/CWB) 




























B MOVIES 


Trashy cult films, cheesy monster movies, 
Hong Kong action flicks—if you what to know 
what’s happening in the other other cinema, 
this is the place. These zines give the highest of 
praise to the lowest of cultures. 

Cinelust 

#2, Summer ’97. To give the reader a feel for his world view, Mike reviews 
the first 15 films that had an impact on him. Part 2 of “I Survived Concorde” 
provides a personal memoir of working on (Egad!) Carnosaur. Cheap beer 
and movies go hand in hand and Mike peruses the likes of Hamm’s, Iron City, 
and Schaeffer. Film reviews cover the classic Gorgo and a failed TV pilot for 
Aquaman. Loves trading/reviews zines books comics videos music/age 
statement/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$16 for 4 issues. 
Michael D. DiRama, 124 Jay Street, Schenectady, NY 12305 (72 pages/ 
standard/pol ished/MJB) 

+ e.c.u.+ 

#2, August ’97. D. gives his reviews of mostly mainstream movies. He takes 
a distinct anti-mainstream stance in the editorial. That’s cool, but the whole 
zine is very negative. If he doesn’t like these films {Speed 2, Contact) fair 
enough, but why doesn’t he point the reader in the direction of some 
worthwhile movies? It’s easy to dump on mainstream crap, why not point out 
the stuff worth watching? Also, D. dispenses with the use of capitol letters in 
certain parts of the zine, presumably as an exercise in style, but it just makes 
reading more difficult. No trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2.50. D. Elzey, Box 13517, Berkeley, CA 94712-4517-Email: 
snappy@grin.net (30 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/MJB) 

FilmMaker 

The Magazine of Independent Film 

Vol. 5, #3, Spring ’97. This is the most informative magazine I have seen 
targeted at the independent filmmaker. From financing to production to 
criticism, it’s all here. In this issue, there are articles on starting a festival as 
well as an overview of existing festivals. More pieces cover right to work 
states, pitching your film, Fassbinder and his associates, and analyses of 
several independent films. No trades/prints letters. Price:$4.95. Subs:$14for 
4 issues. FilmMaker, 5858 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90036-0926— 
URL: http:/ /www.filmmag.com (80 pages/standard/profession al/TOM) 

♦ Good Stuff + 

The Official Catalog and Magazine of the Thriller Club 

ft 2, Fall ’97. Thriller was an anthology horror/suspense show that ran on NBC 
from 1960-1962 and was hosted by Boris Karloff. Good Stuff explains what 
the series was about, synopsizes episodes, and offers for sale tapes of the 
show, as well as other genre related videos. The show was often quite creepy, 
and this is a good introduction to it. Price:$6. Ken Kaffke, 537 Jones St. 
#1850, San Francisco, CA 94102 (32 pages/xerox/standard/ro ugh/MJB) 

Gravedigger’s Union 

Vol. 3, ft 1, Spring ’97. Mostly a selection of capsule reviews of relatively 
recent horror fare. Just the thing to have on hand if you’re renting some scary 
stuff at the video store. I could have done without the “interview” with the 
titular character from the Leprechaun movies, but the rant against morphing 
effects is well presented. Give it a look. Loves trading/reviews books videos/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Jeff Allard, 314 Nottingham St., 
Springfield, MA 01104 (24 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/4 times a year/MJB) 

+ The Grindhouse Journal + 

#10, July ’97. Back after a six year absence. This is either a farewell issue, 
or a welcome back depending on reader response. Vincent foregoes the plot 
summaries, and gets straight to the commentary. Films reviewed range from 
Spanish Dracula to Mars Attacks to The Curious Dr. Humpp. Vince gives it 
to a local Orlando film reviewer. The back cover features a gallery of previous 
covers and there are lots of ad mats throughout the zine. A-f entertainment. 
Loves trading/reviews zines videos. Price:$2. Vincent Basilicato, 7051-J. 
Aloma Ave. , Winter Park, FL 32792 (26 pages/xerox/standard /rough/MJB) 

+Jez! + 

#1, March ’97. Here’s a monster compendium of film critiques, critic 
critiques, and lots of movie lists set down by three guys who obviously watch 
a buttload of movies, both good and bad. The many top ten lists had a few 
predictable categories but most were very creative. How about “Most 
Tolerable Christmas Videos, Best Movies of 1919, Best Movies with the 
Word ‘Naked’ in the Title, and Worst Robert De Niro.” You’ve also got to 
love (or not) their byzantine system of rating movies. Depending on the 
reviewer, movies can earn up to 4 Fellinis, 8 1/2 Fellinis, 4 Cormans, or the 
magical Handjob with Popcorn Butter. Of course, much of the fun of movie 
zines is having them as debate fodder and finding points to argue or agree with 
the reviewer. This is no exception as Jeff, Joe, and Jeff have definite ideas on 


what they loved and what was profoundly disappointing. Price:???. P.O. Box 
26270, San Francisco, CA 94126-6270— Email: jlester@earthlink.net (60 
pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

Mansplat 

Bathroom Litter-ature For Men, But Chicks Can Read it Too 

Vol. 31, #8,1997. A tabloid of reviews and bizarre humor. This is funny shit. 
The article “Superheroes Whose Asses You Could Easily Kick” is worth the 
price of admission alone. There’s also a look back at Kiss albums from their 
peak years, and the 2nd Annual Barbarella Awards for Outstanding Achieve¬ 
ments in the Field of Naked. Humor and pop culture flotsam and jetsam for 
guys (but women are allowed in too). Price:$2. Jeff Gilbert, 2318 2nd 
Avenue, Suite 591, Seattle, WA 98121—Email: mansplat@earthlink.net (20 
pages/letter press/tabloid/polished/MJB) _ 

Midnight Marquee 

Magazine of classic horror, science fiction, and suspense 

#53, Spring ’97. Like the Energizer Bunny of filmzines, MM just keeps going 
and going after 34 years. These folks have been putting out some excellent 
horror movie books lately, but this is the zine that started it all. The classic 
head in the pan movie The Brain That Wouldn’t Die graces the cover and is 
the subject of a lengthy article. Of particular interest is “Movies We Hate” 
in which several writers discuss their least favorite SF, fantasy, and horror 
flicks. This piece is a nice contrast to all those “best of” articles that everyone 
publishes. No trades/reviews books videos music/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$15 for 3 issues. Richard J. Svehla, Midnight 
Marquee Press, 9721 Britinay Lane, Baltimore, MD 21234 (68 pages/offset/ 
standard/polished/MJB) 

Movie Club 

#9, Winter ’97. A pro-zine with an emphasis on genre films. This issue turns 
an eye to wax museum movies from the classic Vincent Price flick House of 
Wax to the relatively recent Waxworks movies. There’s even a piece on wax 
museums on TV shows like Thriller and Alfred Hitchcock Presents. “The 
Frozen Ghost” takes an in-depth look at the alleged worst of Universal’s 
monster movies. Well written and nicely packaged. No trades/reviews 
videos/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4.50. Subs:$14 for 4 issues. 
Movie Club, Inc., 12 Moray Court, Baltimore, MD 21236 (44 pages/offset/ 
standard/polished/MJB) 
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B MOVIES I 


MovieMaker 

The Art and Business of Making Movies 

Vol. 4, #25, July ’97. A totally pro job on this magazine for the working 
filmmaker and devout fan. If you want a real inside view of the industry, forget 
Premier , this is the place to look. These articles are in-depth and technical 
offering news, advice, and plenty of gossip. I just loved David Geffner’s 
article on the last days of the drive-in movie theater. The best part is the gallery 
of photos of the last remaining theaters. On the more practical side, Susan 
Glatzer, head of acquisitions at October Films, reveals the ins and outs of 
getting your indie film picked up for distribution. It’s a great magazine for the 
trade that everyone wants to be part of. Factsheet Five readers are invited to 
call 888-Make Movies to receive a free sample copy. No trades/reviews books 
videos music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3.95. Subs:$30 for 
12 issues. MovieMaker Magazine, 750 S. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena, CA 
91106—Email: movies@seanet.com—URL: http:/ 

Vwww.moviemaker.com (70 pages/offset/stan- 
dard/professional/RSF) 

Phantom of the Movies’ 

Videoscope 

#23, Summer ’97. Newspaper columnist The 
Phantom of the Movies brings his unique brand of 
genre film journalism to this newsstand publica¬ 
tion. Along with the usual potpourri of the latest 
in exploitation film reviews, the Phantom gives us 
an interview with Bruce Dern. This is the place for 
all the latest exploitation news and reviews. No 
trades/reviews videos music/prints letters/sub¬ 
missions wanted. Price:$4.25. Subs:$21.97 for 6 
issues. PhanMedia, P.O. Box 216, Ocean Grove, 

NJ 07756 (6 6 pages/standard/polish ed/MJB) 

Shock Cinema 

Guide to cult movies, art house 
oddities, and drive-in swill 

#10. The biggest collection of obscure film re¬ 
views you’re likely to find anywhere. I keep 
wondering if Steve is going to run out of weirdoid 

movies to review, but this zine never fails to please. And I thought I was the 
only one who remembered The Adding Machine . It’s all here: ’70s sleaze like 
Pets, juvenile psychedelia like H.R. Pufinstuf , and Italian Giallo like The Dead 
Are Alive. Plenty to read. Loves trading/reviews zines videos/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$12 for 3 issues. Steve Puchalski, P.O. 
Box 518, Peter Stuyvesant Station, New York, NY 10009—Email: 
ShockCin@aol.com (44 pages/standard/DTPed/MJB) 

Streetcleaner 

#3. A no-frills movie review zine. No computers here, just typing, pasting, 
and xeroxing, which gives the zine that raw, earthy look. Illustrations consist 
of video box covers and ad mats. While the writing needs some polishing, 
Streetcleaner shows great enthusiasm for a wide variety of films. Ranging 
from the intriguing sounding To Live to the masterful documentary Crumb to 
the nudie horror flick House on Bare Mountain. You’ve got to like the casual 
style; it’s entertaining and unpretentious. No trades/reviews videos/free to 
prisoners. Price:SASE. 1515 N. Town East Blvd., Suite 138-271, Mesquite, 
TX 75150-4142 (6 pages/standard/rough/MJB) 

Terminal Brain Rot 

#10, Summer ’97. Michael gives the readership the scoop on what’s cool on 
celluloid, wax, and paper. This may be the last issue of the zine, or at least 
the last for a while. This issue reviews a performance by Kiss on their recent 
comeback tour, and a comic strip explaining how humans evolved from ET 
excrement (an idea first advanced by Carl Sagan I believe). Films reviewed 
cover the politically incorrect Rapeman and Dirty Duck. Why aren’t trading 
cards better than they are? Mike gives us the lowdown. Music and zine 
reviews too. Check it out, it coule be your last chance. Loves trading/reviews 
zines books comics videos music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2 -1-2 
VI stamps. Subs:$5 for 5 issues. Michael Heugen, P.O. Box 1094, Cincinnati, 
(0 OH 45201-1094 (36 pages/digest/rough/MJB) 

Video Eyeball 

m The Video Suggestion Rag With Optic Nerve 

> Vol. 3, #1. VE devotes itself to promoting films on video you may have 
missed. If you’re blinded by the dazzle of the “new releases” section at your 
1 local video store, VE can point you to some low hype, high quality celluloid. 
This is the “Favorite Character Actors” issue, and it’s the first time the mag 
^ has been printed on all glossy paper. What exactly constitutes a character 
u actor? VE gives a working definition and proceeds from there. Strother 
u Martin is interviewed, and there are looks at the careers of Randy Quaid, 

Z Christopher Walken, and Roddy McDowall to name just a few. As usual there 
are piles of capsule reviews covering movies you might have missed 
tf) otherwise. On its way to big things. Loves trading/reviews videos music/ 
^ prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$15 for 6 issues. Video 
^ Eyeball, 122 Montclair Ave., Boston, MA 02131-1344—Email: 

< videoeye@tiac.net—URL: http://www.tiac.net/users/videoeye (60 pages/ 
standard/professional/MJB) 


OTHER ZINES 


ANIMATION JOURNAL Vol. 5, #2, Spring ’97. Animation Journal is the premier 
journal that looks at animation as an art form. Somewhat scholarly, but at the same 
time it will appeal to any devoted fan. As a Chuck Jones fan I went straight for 
David Williams’ analysis of Jones’ Sniffles character. There’s also a lengthy 
feature on Disney’s Carl Banks. Price:$10. Subs:$21.55 for 2. Maureen 
Furniss, AJ Press, 2011 Kingsboro Circle, Tustin, CA 92780-6733 (96/journal/ 

polished/R SF) [61] _ 

ANIMATO! #37, Spring ’97. This slick magazine has become the primary source 
for news and information about the latest trends in animation. Its appeal extends to 
both industry insiders and fans, with articles about early Mickey Mouse shorts, the 
wartime era Private SNAFU shorts, and a history of the National Film Board of 
Canada. Price:$4.75. Subs:$18 for 4. Animato!, 92 Thayer Rd., Monson, MA 
01057-9445 (72/standard/professional/RSF) [61] 

CAPRA #125, May ’97. A long-running apa devoted 
to cinema. What makes it so good is all the focused 
commentary on recent and past films. This is their 
annual awards issue. To give you an idea of the taste 
here, best movies include Fargo and Hamlet , while 
worst include Freeway (a movie that I personally 
loved), Phot Beach , and Striptease. Now is a good 
time to join as several spaces recently opened up. 
Price:$3. Matthew Kiernan, 45 Brittin St., Madison, 
NJ 07940 ( 105/standard/rough/RSF) [59] 

CYNIC FILM AND VIDEO REVIEW #2, Summer 
’97. From the person who created the Paper Airplane 
lit zine comes this two-page movie review sheet. 
Plainly typed, succinctly written, but a bit too short 
and unsatisfying. In this one they critique the 
Greenway film Pillowbook , calling it an “often 
brilliant, but flawed masterpiece.” Cynic Press, 
P.O. Box 40691, Philadelphia, PA 19107 (2/stan- 
dard/rough/RSF) 

HONG KONG FILM CONNECTION Vol. 5, #1. 
Each issue has plenty of news and info on HK movies 
both new and old. Professional typesetting on sturdy, 
high quality paper. Price:$4.50. Subs:$15 for 6. Cly¬ 
de Gentry III, P.O. Box 867225, Plano, TX 75086- 

7225 (40/s tandard/polished/MJB) [58] _ 

LET IT BLEED #35, June ’97. Film news and opinion in Dan’s unique and colorful 
style. Topics covered include fantasy films, models, toys, and the like. Price:$1.50. 
Subs:$18 for 12. Dan Cziraky, 100 Sunset Ave., Newark, NJ 07106-1937 (10/ 

standard/D TPed/MJB) [59] _ 

OUR TWO CENTS #15. Mssrs. Rowden and Press bring us their movie reviews in 
the time-tested tradition of the buddy system. One gives an initial critique, the other 
either corroborates or refutes, and eventually we find out whether the movie sucked 
or not. Would be more interesting if the movie picks were not mainstream new 
releases. Subs:$10 for 6. J. Rowden, 39 2nd Ave. #2, Secaucus, NJ 07094. Loves 

trading. (1 0/standard/rough/CWB) [58] __ 

PSYCHOHOLICS UNANIMOUS #41. Every issue harks back to the hey day of the 
drive-in, with film reviews and news of the few remaining open air theaters. Drive- 
in style flicks like Invasion of the Blood Farmers and Fred Olen Ray’s Scalps. In 
addition to the reviews there are articles about an online stalker that Joni had a blind 
date with a few years back. Price:$2. Joni Lee Publishing, Inc., 309 Quimby NE, 

Grand Rap ids, MI 49505. Loves trading. (16/digest/rough/MJB) _ 

PSYCHOTRONIC VIDEO #25. The bible of B-movie zines. Features this time out 
include a lengthy piece on horror host Ghoulardi and an interview with producer/ 
director Monte Heilman. Piles of reviews too. Always worthwhile. Price:$5. 
Subs:$25 for 6. Michael Weldon, 3309 Rt. 97, Narrowsburg, NY 12764-6126 (98/ 
standard/polished/MJB) [58] 

SANTO STREET #13, Spring ’97. Still more coverage of movies made in the land 
that gave us burritos and afternoon siestas. There’s also a look at films dealing 
with the Crying Ghost legend. Price:$4.50. Subs:$12 for 4. Brian Moran, 
Santo Street, P.O. Box 196215, Winter Springs, FL 32719-6215 (16/standard/ 

pol ished/MJB)_ 

SCHLOCK #23. Schlock is a four-page newspaper devoted to trash culture. 
Whacked out celluloid and vinyl are John’s meat and potatoes. Price:SASE. John 
Chilson, 3841 Fourth Avenue #192, San Diego, CA 92103. Loves trading. (4/ 

tabloid/DT Ped/MJB) [60] _ 

SHEMP! #21, June ’97. The history of Hawaii’s Roosevelt Theater reads like the 
index to Psychotronic Films. It featured first-run releases of Steckler, Corman, 
Meyer, H.G. Lewis, and Ed Wood Jr. Sadly, this landmark was demolished to make 
way for a shopping center. Price:$l + 2 stamps. Larry Yoshida, 593 Waikala St., 
Kahului, H I 96732-1736. Selective trades. (12/digest/raw/CWB) [55] 
SUBVERSIVE SINEMA #1. A messy zine devoted to arthouse, grindhouse, 
and festival circuit films. It’s hard to read with its cut-up texts and multicol¬ 
ored printing, but there’s some good commentary here and lots of resources for 
struggling lowbudget filmmakers. Price:75C. Eric Brummer, Subversive Vi¬ 
sion, 4000d W. Magnolia Blvd., Suite #120, Burbank, CA 91505 (20/ 

brochure/ raw/RSF) _ 

VIDEO CONFIDENTIAL #35, Spring ’97. Reviews U.S., European, and Asian 
exploitation movies. In addition to reviews of a Jackie Chan flick, Chris Lee’s Scars 
ofDracula, and softcore Euro-smut like Emanuelle and Joanna, this issue sports a 
supplemental section covering direct to video releases. Price:$2. Subs:$7 for 6. Carl 
Morano, Morano Movies, Dept. VC, 8822 Second Ave., N. Bergen, NJ 07047-5280 
(6/standard/DTPed/MJB) 


Dr. Squid! 

The International Zine of B-Movies & 
Pop Culture! 

#4. Enthusiastic fanzine about low-budget films of 
the two genres that deal with the body: horror and 
porn. Joe is able to get behind the scenes with the 
folks who make the backbone of American enter¬ 
tainment. He digs deep into the connections be¬ 
tween the pom industry and X-Files to finally 
answer the question on everyone’s minds: Why do 
women in porn keep their shoes on? Scream queen 
Kimberly Lynn Cole writes about what it’s like to 
make low-budget, wacked-out movies. Plus an 
interview with Howard Wexler (director of pho¬ 
tography from Corman to Van Damme) and a 
bunch of video reviews. No trades/reviews videos. 
Price:$2. Joe Sherlock, P.O. Box 2043, Corvallis, 
OR 97339—Email: sherloj@gw.lbcc.cc.or.us— 
URL: http://www.proaxis, com/'sherlockfam/ 
drsquid.html (20 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/JP) 



























SCIENCE 

FICTION 


These are zines of fiction, zines of review, and 
zines of fandom. Sfanzines report on 
conventions and the latest gossip. They also 
print many letters commenting on the reviews 
and letters commenting on other letters. 

Asterism 

Review Journal of Science Fiction, Fantasy & Space Music 

Vol. 1, #6, Winter ’97. A zine devoted to the music of SF&F movies and TV 
shows. Jeff also covers ambient and trance music, music with SF&F themes, 
and music with strong connections to the genre (e.g., Nik Turner and other 
Hawkwind members’ current projects). Jeff scores a real coup by getting 
interviews with Alexander Courage, Dennis McCarthy, Jay Chattaway and 
Ron Jones who have created the soundtracks for over 350 episodes of the 
various Star Trek series and movies. And, of course, half-page reviews of 
SF&F-related music from the ’50s to the future. Essential for anyone who sees 
a lot of Science Fiction movies and loves the music. Selective trades/reviews 
books music/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4 issues. Jeff 
Berkwits, P.O. Box 6210, Evanston, IL 60204—Email: asterismsf@aol.com 
(32 pages/of fset/digest/DTPed/JP) _ 

Bloodsongs 

#8, Spring ’97. An impressive Australian horror magazine, but most of the 
horror zines from Australia are curiously impressive. A nice production with 
a great mix of fiction, interesting commentary, art, comix, and splashes of 
color—blood red. Great juxtaposition of interviews with Ronnie Dio and Neil 
Gaiman. No trades/reviews zines books videos/age statement. Price :$A6. 
Subs:$28 for 4 issues. Implosion Publishing, P.O. Box 533653, Orlando, FL 
32853—Em ail: smudge21@aol.com (68 pages/euro-standard/p olished/JP) 

+ CON-Tour + 

Observing Fans in their Natural Habitat 

#1, August ’97. Media fandom, bondage, role playing, bondage, actual 
science in SF, bondage, conventions, bondage, anime, bondage, fiction, art, 
and some bondage pictorials. With Circlet Press expanding it was only a 
matter of time before the ASB fans came out of the publishing closet. For a 
first issue, CON-Tour scored some big interviews—Jerry Doyle {Babylon 5) 
and Walter Koenig {Star Trek and B5). Mr. Doyle is a great talker, former 
pilot, and big booster of NASA. No kinky questions were thrown his way. 
Walter Koenig was more than happy to talk about fetishes, stalkers and the 
dark side of fandom. Plus real science, convention news slanted heavily 
towards the masquerades and parties, bondage and gamer purity tests, faanfic, 
fan cheesecake shots and bondage pictorials that will eventually show up on 
Usenet. Oh, and let’s not forget the personal ads. The one “Women seeking 
Men” advert was looking for a straight cross-dresser into silky underthings. 
“No weirdos!” Oddly there was nothing about Disclave ’97 (c.f. File 770) No 
trades/reviews zines books comics videos/age statement/prints letters. 
Price:$5.95. Subs:$30 for 6 issues. Con Tour LLC, 196 Alps Road, Suite 
2342, Athens, GA 30606—Email: info@con-tour.com—URL: http:// 
www.con-tour.com (72 pages/bound newsprint/standard/professional/JP) 

Cyber Noodle Soup 

#6, Spring ’97. Wow. A fanzine that is actually about SF. Paul Di Filippo talks 
about the state of Ribofunk in 1997. His original manifesto, published in 
bOING bOING back in 1990, was written as a spoof. But it kept getting 
reproduced and readers sent lots of feedback, so like the CIA being seduced 
by blowback, he started writing awesome Ribofunk stories. Now it’s time for 
a new manifesto, where life is far more important than most of what is written 
about in modern SF. Loves trading/reviews books videos. Price:the usual. 
Clark, P.O. Box 2761, Saint Paul, MN 55102-URL: http:// 
www.teleport.com/~jaheriot/cns.htm (4 pages/standard/DTPed/JP) 

Cyber-Psycho’s AOD 

The Magazine of Mental Aberrations 

HI, Autumn, 1997. Back after a two year absence, Cyber-Psycho’s AOD is, 
as ever, packed with industrial-grade horror in all its necromatic forms: gothic 
music and art, grade-Z movies, and skin-crawling fiction. Jasmine is a big 
booster of esoteric stuff that you can find only through the mail or hazardous 
inter-dimensional gateways. The contributors and interviews this issue should 
be enough to make you get off your fat ass to buy this: John Shirley, Paul 
Sammon, Stephen Kent, Larry McCaffery, Don Webb, Paul Riddell, Bruce 
Boston, and Little Fyodor. How about some Scandinavian death metal, or Jaci 
Marsh on her personal interface of porn and horror, or Senseless Slaughter 
the board game for serial killers, or over 30 pages of reviews? If that doesn’t 
meet your psychotic needs for the next year and a half you’ve been eating too 
much Prozac for lunch. This zine is better than coffee for giving you insomnia. 
No trades/reviews zines books comics videos music URLs/age statement/ 


submissions wanted. Price:$5 8. Subs:$8 for 2 issues. Jasmine Sailing, P.O. 
Box 581, Denver, CO 80201—Email: jsailing@netonecom.net—URL: http:/ 
/www.netonecom.net/~jsailing (140 pages/standard/polished/JP) 

Fantasy Commentator 

#49, 1997. A scholarly look at the Golden Age of science fiction fandom. 
Thanks to regular contributors like Sam Moskowitz, this publication is the 
most vital source for this subgenre. The highlight for me is certainly the third 
chapter of Sam’s “Immortal Storm II.” After endless searching I still haven’t 
been able to track down a copy of his definitive text on SF fandom, but 
thankfully he’s been busily working on this revised version. This chapter 
covers the American scene from 1939 to 1941. Anyone who thought that zines 
started in 1992 would certainly learn a thing or two from this piece. Other 
highlights include Sam’s discussion of how Poe influenced science fiction, 
Andrew Darlington’s overview of the history of Scottland’s Nebula, and H.R. 
Felgenhauer’s analysis of L. Ron Hubbard’s science fiction writing. No 
trades/reviews books/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$35 for 8 issues. 
A. Langley Searles, 48 Highland Circle, Bronxville, NY 10708-5909 (78 
pages/offset/standard/polished/RSF) 

File 770 

HI 17, June ’97. An amazingly long-lasting zine about conventions, awards, 
obituaries and other news. Especially conventions, conventions, conventions. 
File 770 covers them all from the registration to post-con bitching. Even 
though it’s Hugo time, this issue of File 770 is practically devoted to Disclave 
’97, especially the disastrous attempt by some alt.sex.bondage fans (c.f. 
CON-Tour) to use the in-room fire sprinkler as part of their bondage gear. 
The result: several hundred thousand dollars worth of damage to the hotel, the 
disabling of the elevators, fen having to sleep in the Con Suite, and two new 
filk songs. Plus the birth and early life of Martin (Empties) Tudor’s daughter 
Heloise, WorldCon/LA Con turning a tidy profit and passing along extra 
funds to future WorldCons, the Nebula Awards, the latest problems for 
Aussiecon/WorldCon 1999 and the Hugo nominations. Loves trading/ 
reviews books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:the usual. Subs:$8 
for 5 issues. Mike Glyer, P.O. Box 1056, Sierra Madre, CA 91025—Email: 
MGlyer@compuserve.com (22 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/JP) 

+ ftp + 

Freak the people 

March ’97. A one-shot, produced at and for Corflu 14. It’s a cathartic work 
by Victor, partially in response to a slam by Paul Kincaid in an issue of 
Banana Wings. Victor writes about his one-time problematic relationship 
with alcohol and Andy Hooper writes of the death of Merriweather Lewis. 
Plus Lucy Huntinger on the present and future of Corflu. Loves trading. 
Price:the usual. Victor M. Gonzalez, 905 N.E. 45th St., Apt. #106, Seattle, WA 
98105—Email: squib@galaxy-7.net (4 pages/xerox/standard/rough/JP) 

Hissy Fit 

A Feminist, Science-Fiction Fanzine 

Vol. 1, #2, Autumn ’96. Like many, if not most, sfanzines, Hissy Fit rarely 
discusses SF. It does, however, have a powerful feminist slant and delves into 
the emergent technologies that populate many near-future dystopian works. 
Now on her second issue, Margot is able to make Hissy Fit into a true 
sfanzine. Over half of this issue is entertaining letters and zine reviews. The 
rest covers the future of virtual reality. While most of her critiques on the 
shortfalls and potential uses and misuses of VR are spot on, I still couldn’t 
make out how “Combined with other technologies of the near future, women 
won’t be the winners!” other than it being yet another porn medium. Loves 
trading/reviews zines/free to prisoners/prints letters. Price:$3/the usual. 
Margot Dame Productions, P.O. Box 113, 4250 Fraser St., Vancouver, BC 
V5V 4G1, Canada (32 pages/standard/DTPed/JP) 

Interference on the Brain Screen 

#4, May ’97. Way cool cyberpunkish zine. This issue is thick with reprints, 
but of such high quality that you must read them again. Patrick opens with a 
collection of excerpts from Rudy Rucker interviews taken from a wide variety 
of publications. He then asked Mr. Rucker to comment on what he had said. 
Then there’s the essay Cyberspace Ecstasy, translated from the German zine 
Monochrome #4/5 along with thoughts on cyberpunk culture in Germany; the 
full version of Paul Di Filippo’s “Ribofunk 1997” manifesto, along with an 
interview; reviews, original fiction, the death of cyberpunk and amusing clips 
and quotes on the genre from the late ’80s and early ’90s. “Protect thy ass. 
Feed thy ass. Look for better real estate. ” Loves trading/reviews books/prints 
letters. Price:$3. Patrick Clark, P.O. Box 2761, St. Paul, MN 55102 (48 
pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/JP) 

LISFAN Monthly 

#9, July ’97. With the impending Lost In Space Movie and more LIS-related 
conventions, Flint decided that his awesome LISFAN needed a monthly 
newsletter/supplement. Issues #8 and #9 are practically all newsclips, most 
dealing with The Movie. We get a cast list, publicity shots and the like. Plus 
an ultra-cool picture of Jonathan Harris on the cover on #8. Number 9 has a 
lot more of interest to the serious LIS collector, namely more Q&A on how 
to build your own robot and news about toys and other marketing tie-ins to 
The Movie. Danger Will Robinson! No trades/reviews books videos. 
Price:$3. Subs:$36for 12 issues. Flint Mitchell, 7331 Terri Robyn Drive, St. 
Louis, MO63129-5233—Email: lisfanedtr@aol.com—URL: http://www.as- 
inc.com/lisfan/lisfan.html (20 pages/standard/DTPed/JP) 
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Lost Worlds 

The Writers' and Artists' Science Fiction and Fantasy Forum 

Vol. 9, #5, March ’97. Showcase of new SF&F writers. Holley has excellent 
taste in S&S and similar fantasy genres. This is one zine I always look forward 
to reading. The real standouts are George Gemanis’ “Valley of the Wizard,” 
in which a very Robert E. Howard-like character fights his way into a Jack 
Vance world, and William Van Winkle’s new wavish, “Salvation,” with a 
twist worthy of Moorcock’s “Behold the Man.” Plus another installment of 
Bonnie Newton’s Outcast of the North , and glimpses of futuristic wars from 
Gail Hayden and Jeffrey Redmond. The most consistent source for quality 
fantasy writing. No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$4.95. Subs:$16 for 6 
issues. Holley Drye, HBD Publishing, P.O. Box 605, Concord, NC 28025 
(48 pages/offset/standard/polished/JP) 

New York Review of Science Fiction 

#107, July ’97. Long, detailed, professional re¬ 
views of mainstream and not-so-mainstream SF 
books and short pieces. If I ever give up on zines, 

I would pay money for a subscription to this one. 

The July issue features two long articles of interest 
to many F5 readers: the annotated short and long 
lists of the James Tiptree, Jr. Awards and the 
transcription of a panel discussion on Philip K. 

Dick’s letters and obscure works from the 1996 
Worldcon. But of most interest to me are the 
April, May, and June issues with one article each 
by Bruce Byfield on the late Fritz Leiber. I also 
loved the fragment of a 1937 manuscript reprinted 
in the May issue. It has The Grey Mouser as a 
Cretan at the time of Claudius. These are must- 
have issues for fellow fans of Mr. Leiber’s works. 

Formerly eight, now nine-time Hugo award 
nominee. And well deserving of a few wins. 

No trades/reviews zines books/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$3.50. Subs:$31 
for 12 issues. Dragon Press, P.O. Box 78, 

Pleasantville, NY 10570-URL: http:// 
ebbs.English.vt.edu/olp/nyrsf/nyrsf.html (24 
pages/standard/DTPed/JP) 

Oblong 

#6, June ’97. A wonderful zine, spawned in the 
science fiction tradition that continues along as a 
personal/medley zine. After reading Calvin Stacy 
Powers’s account of Hurricane Fran, Bruce told 
us of his experiences after the Loma Prieta earth¬ 
quake. It didn’t come across as too traumatic, but 
I’m still not looking forward to my first big quake. 

I also enjoyed his tales of San Francisco public 
transportation (including details of a couple of 
cable car groupies). Loves trading/reviews zines 
comics/prints letters/submissions wanted. 

Price:$2. Bruce Townley, 1732 Washington St., Apt. 8, San Francisco, CA 
94109-3625—Email: btownley@orrick.com (12 pages/xerox/standard/rough/ 
RSF) _ 

The Out of Earth Orbit Club 

A "Space: 1999" Fan Organization 

Vol. 1, #7. Yet another totally cool zine. This is the first fanzine (i.e., a zine 
about a particular thing, in this case Space: 1999) I’ve seen that’s done totally 
in comic form! No, it’s not Space: 1999 the comic, but a fanzine, combining 
fanfic and the usual fandom writings, just done in total minicomic style. 
September 13th, 1999 is just two years away. That means Yul and crew are 
planning for the one and only “Space: 1999” convention in or around Los 
Angeles. Look for more details in future issues. Plus a crossword puzzle, SF 
Encyclopedia’s slagging of the show, proof of children on Moonbase Alpha 
and the latest installment of “All New Episodes. ” Loves trading/reviews zines 
comics videos/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:the usual. Yul Tol¬ 
bert, P.O. Box 02222, Detroit, MI 48202-9998 (10 pages/xerox/digest/ 
DTPed/JP) _ 

Plot 

A Magazine of Speculative Fiction 

#8, Spring ’97. An excellent collection of semi-pro and filthy-pro writers who 
probably aren’t getting the exposure they deserve. The stories in Plot have a 
lot of it, along with some strong and entertaining writing in a wide range of 
Speculative Fiction genres. This is the all fantasy issue, which I utterly 
devoured. Jake West’s “A Dearth of Ravens” is a delightfully dark, high 
fantasy of demonic vengeance. Tim Lockette’s “Grail” twists the Arthurian 
legend around a desperate alcoholic anti-hero. And Barbara Tarbox’s “King 
and Country” is just a damn fun read. Plus six other fine pieces. These are 
definitely “Stories that don’t make you say, ‘Huh?’” No trades/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$14 for 4 issues. Christina Russell, 
Calypso Publishing, P.O. Box 1351, Sugar Land, TX 77487-1351—Email: 
calypsopub@compuserve. com—URL: http://ourworld.CompuServe.com/ 
homepages/calypsopub/plot.htm (48 pages/offset/standard/professional/JP) 


•♦•Power Star4- 

The Imagination Anthology 

#111, June ’97. “Power Star is a zine devoted to science fiction, fantasy and 
horror in all media. ” That’s putting it mildly. 111 issues of fanfic in print and 
comic formats. This issue is dedicated to Gerry Anderson. Now we’ve seen 
Space:1999 fanfic in Out of Earth Orbit, and allusions to Gerry and Sylvia 
in some MST3K zines, but Power Star has gone way, way over the top with 
UFO comic fanfic and Captain Scarlet and The Mysterions fanfic. I shit you 
not. Mary Rudy sat down and wrote a story about a bunch of marionettes. She 
deserves some kind of mention at a Worldcon. I’m more than impressed. I’m 
astonished. No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Jerry Seward, 3421 
Fulton Street, Saginaw, MI 48601— Email: kamurphy@ix.netcom.com— 
URL: http://members.aol.com/kimmurphy/private/pshome.html (64 pages/ 
xerox/standard/DTPed/JP) _ 

•♦Science Fiction Five 
Yearly -4 

#10, November ’96. “Fandom’s foremost five- 
yearly innovative anachronism.” Yup, it comes 
out once every five years and has been published 
regularly for the last 45 years. Amazingly enough 
Lee and company were able to scrounge enough 
fibertone stock and spare parts to feed the tradi¬ 
tionally archaic mimeograph. This issue’s guest 
editor is Andy Hooper. As would be expected, 
Andy put together a great collection of fannish 
writing from today and yesterday. There’s fanfic 
from Ted White and Dan Steffan (the latter in 
comic form) on the end of fandom. Lee Hoffman 
recalls a $35 a month studio in the East Village 
back in ’58. Victor Gonzalez writes of the joys 
and hardships of non-technological societies. In a 
reprint from a late ’60s zine, the late Robert Bloch 
tells of the Worldcons he attended over a twenty 
year period. Finally there’s Harlan Ellison’s 40- 
year-old serial, Nissassa. This is the only zine 
able to stick to its publishing schedule. It truly is 
living history. Loves trading/prints letters. 
Price:the usual. Geri Sullivan, and Jeff Schalles, 
3444 Blaisdell Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55408- 
4315—Email: SFFY@toad-hall.com (46 pages/ 
mimeo/standard/DTPed/JP) 

Serendipity’s Circle 

Exploring the Catacombs of Fantasy 
and Horror Gaming 

#9, October ’96. A zine devoted to non-main¬ 
stream FRPGs, including games based around 
contemporary murder mysteries. The bulk of the 
zine is reviews of various products and gaming 
systems. This is a real nuts’n’bolts issue, over¬ 
flowing with game reviews, ranging from the 
utter silliness of Wingnut’s Og and Battle Cattle 
to the spate of darkly serious serial killer RPGs. Serendipity now has a handy 
rating scheme for games of all systems, plus great charts (random minor 
ailments for PCs) and character types (based on TV personalities). No trades/ 
reviews zines books videos/free to prisoners/prints letters/submissions want¬ 
ed. Price:$3. Subs:$18 for 6 issues. Serendipity Jones, Wheeality Produc¬ 
tions, 12345 Lake City Way NE, Suite 147, Seattle, WA 98125-Email: 
SercCircle@aol.com (56 pages/half-legal/DTPed/JP) 

Skug 

#13, March ’97. A dry and quiet sfanzine that still manages to discuss SF as 
well as branching off into music, food and life in general. If you ride a 
motorcycle without a lot of protective clothing, William Breiding’s account 
of his motorcycle accident and resultant hospital visits should change your 
mind—unless you’re into pain and state-approved morphine. Plus essential 
noir films, Gary’s life and fan fotos. Loves trading/reviews books videos 
music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:the usual. Gary Mattingly, 
7501 Honey Court, Dublin, CA 94568—Email: gmatting@dnai.com—URL: 
http://www.dnai.com/~gmatting/ (42 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/JP) 

Space Cadet 

The Aging Old Fart Nostalgic Time Waster Gazette 

#7, February ’97. Made up of the usual components of a good sfanzine— 
essays on SF, reviews, personal reminiscences and many LoCs. This issue 
features a much longer account of Graeme’s first time as a fanzine room 
runner and toastmaster at a major con. For those of us who love bad old SF 
movies from the ’50s (lovingly skewered by MST3K ), there’s an extended 
review of The Giant Claw. And more excerpts of Graeme’s time in the Mayan 
country and his grandfather’s memoirs of World War One as well. Sfandom 
is alive and thriving in Canada. Loves trading/reviews zines books videos/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:the usual. Subs:$4 for 4 issues. 
Graeme Cameron, 1855 West 2nd Avenue, Apartment 110, Vancouver, BC 
V6J 1J1, Canada—Email: graeme_cameron@mindlink.bc.ca (32 pages/ 
xerox/digest/rough/JP) 


The Edge 

imaginative SF, Fantasy, Horror and 
Slipstream 

#4, April ’97. I’ve never seen a postal code that 
better describes a zine - “zero B. S. ” truly is a place 
for “cutting edge and over the edge SF, horror, 
slipstream and related genres.” Chris Bell’s “The 
Locum Yellow Rose” is the best piece of slip¬ 
stream I’ve read this year. While having a would- 
be writer of science fiction as the protagonist 
sounds trite, it works very well. Through a mys¬ 
terious Betty Boop doll of Japanese origin, he 
delves into his psyche and the collective uncon¬ 
scious of the U.K. fora nostalgic Britain that never 
was. In one scene he describes “wearing Czech & 
Speake’s 88 aftershave and a lick of Brylcreem” in 
his hair, all while living off expensive port, pickled 
onions, Stilton cheese, lemon curd, cream crack¬ 
ers and steak and kidney pies with Worcestershire 
sauce. And when his estranged girlfriend encoun¬ 
ters the Locum... let’s just say there’s a whole lotta 
spanking going on. Or not. There’s more fiction 
from John Shirley, Alice Wickham, Christopher 
Fowler and Garry Kilworth. Plus a look at the 
breakthrough comic 2000 AD and reviews of 
books worth reading and movies worth seeing. 
British Post is right, there’s no bullshit here, just 
high quality fiction and commentary. No trades/ 
reviews zines books comics videos/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$6. Subs:$20 for 4 
issues. Graham Evans, The Edge, 1 Nichols 
Court, Belle Vue Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 OBS, 
U.K.—URL: http://www.users, globalnet.co.uk/ 
~houghtong/edge 1 .htm (32 pages/offset/euro-stan- 
dard/DTPed/JP) 

















ISSUE 9 features interviews with Scream director WES 
CRAVEN and horror author CHARLEE JACOB, lots of fiction 
(including a story by Jacob), art by JIMMIE ARROYO 
GUZMAN, comic Mr. Blood and more. Single-copy price is $5 
ppd. (C$7 in Canada). 


Get one year of Bloody horror for 

only $ 1 4 - 4 issues (C$20 in Canada) 

Or, if you'd like, subscribe to both 
BLOODSONGS & IMPLOSION for only $22 
(C$32 in Canada). If you do that, we'll throw 
in the Implosion New Music Sampler CD FREE. 
Specify which magazine & send payment to: 
Implosion Publishing, P.O. Box 533653 Dept. FI, Orlondo, FL 32853. 

Make checks payable to IMPLOSION. 
phone: (407) 645-3924 • fax: (407) 645-0601 
e-mail: bloodsongs@implosion-mag.com • Web: www.implosion-mag.com 

CANADA ONLY: Make checks payable to S. Young & mail to: I.P. Canada, Box 2, 
Granthams Landing, B.C. VON 1X0. • FOREIGN: send to the first address & add $2 per 
issue (for airmail). We begrudgingly accept foreign cash at the current exchange rate. 


sepi. 3 - 6,1998 ■ 

America's Mart and Hyatt Regency Atlanta 

meer ©ver 300 guests including: 

(©e Christ 
Nancy A. C©llins 
St©rfti C©nstantine 
Harlan Ellis©n 
GWAR 

|©SEPH rTllCHAEL LlNSNER 
. Brian Luitiley 
::: terry rn©©RE 
jAtriEs ©’Barr 
ITIatt Wagner 
Bernie Wrights©n 


F®r Inf® Call (770) 925-0115 ©r Write: B®x 47696, 
Atlanta, Ge®rgia 30362-0696 ©r link, t© 
HTTP//WWW.DRAG©NC®N.0RG 


Bloodsongs was Australia’s No. 1 
horror magazine until its original editor 
was forced to suspend publication. 
But Implosion Publishing quickly 
acquired the rights — and now 
Bloodsongs is available worldwide. 

(MK*MK$)K]3 Short, original, macabre 
fiction is what Bloodsongs is all 
about. Occasionally deemed “too 
extreme” by gov’t authorities (issue 
#1 was banned in Queensland), Bloodsongs has featured 
stories by Edward Lee, Lucy Taylor, D.F. Lewis, and many 
others. QKIiJllKWtlSMSs Bloodsongs has profiled some of 
the top names In the horror genre, including Clive Barker, 
Poppy Z. Brite, Edward Lee, Wes Craven and Ellen Datlow. 
PSOTQDBSS8 You never know what will await you. Among 
other things, Bloodsongs has profiled darkly bent musicians 
like Nick Cave and King Diamond, had a three-part guide to 
zombie movies, featured a new comic, and excerpted novels. 
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Spent Brass 

#31, Spring ’97. Faanzine from the perennially Hugo nominated Andy 
Hooper. It’s Corflu time and that means another issue of Spent Brass. Andy 
looks at running for DUFF and the stupidity of political borders. Plus Bruce 
Townley’s (Oblong) prose postcards from the U.K., and Carrie Hooper on 
women who have published books about extreme outdoor adventures. The 
one-shot Gafiate’s Fakebook, published for Potlatch 6, is six pages of zine 
reviews. Loves trading/reviews zines books/prints letters/submissions want¬ 
ed. Price:the usual. Andy Hooper, 4228 Francis Avenue #103, Seattle, WA 
98103—Em ail: fanmailaph@aol.com (10 pages/standard/rough /JP) 

Tangent 

The Only SF&F Short Fiction Review Magazine 

#18, Spring 1997. Tangent is the Factsheet Five of Science Fiction and 
Fantasy magazines and zines. They review the 
better, fiction-heavy small-press and mainstream 
titles. From Aberrations and Talebones to Ana¬ 
log and Tomorrow. The reviews define the term 
“indepth.” We’re talking two pages (or more) of 
9 point type for one magazine! Tides are often 
reviewed by more than one person and no punches 
are pulled. Bullshit is identified as such. Plus 
news, author profiles and columns. Alas, Tan¬ 
gent was just a few votes shy of winning this 
year’s Hugo award for best fanzine. This super- 
sized issue should’ve convinced anyone of Tan¬ 
gent’s rightful place. In addition to the reviews 
that are mandatory reading (including a new 
section for horror zines), the Analog mafia (which 
includes math and physics teachers under the 
guiding hand of Stanley Schmidt, Ph. D.) discuss 
the state of science or lack of it in Science Fiction. 

Unfortunately the ordering info for zines is scat¬ 
tered throughout the review section, making this 
a very frustrating read. No trades/reviews zines 
books URLs/prints letters/submissions wanted. 

Price:$6. Subs:$20for4 issues. DavidTruesdale, 

5779 Norfleet, Raytown, MO 64133—Email: 

103133.1350@compuserve. com—URL: http: // 
www.sff.net/people/Dave.T/ (108 pages/offset/ 
standard/polished/JP) 

The Ultimate Unknown 

#6, Winter ’97. A literary magazine dedicated to 
science fiction, horror, and the future. Interesting 
classifications, with SF being very futuristic and 
optimistic, and the “Future” genre being dystopi¬ 
an near-future stories. The stories range from OK 
to good, but the no-tech layout has everything 
running together. Still, you have to admire Mr. 

Comb’s passion for what he publishes. No trades/ 
reviews zines books videos/prints letters/submis- 
sions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$ 14 for 4 issues. 

David D. Combs, Combs Press, P.O. Box 219, 

Steamwood, IL 60107-0219 (100 pages/xerox/ 
standard/rough/JP) 


Vagazine 

Science Fiction, Interviews, Essays 

Vol. 1, #3, Spring ’97. This publication reminds us 
of Science Fiction Eye. If only because both 
publications are so contemporary and readable, 
without all the heavy baggage of most science 
fiction mags. Kim is trying to do something new 
here and has produced a unique publication that 
uses genre writing as a springboard into exploring 
ideas that are genuinely unique. This issue features 
a fabulous mixture of fiction and relevant commen¬ 
tary. Charles Platt looks at the short-lived Essex 
House, one of the least-known breakthrough pub¬ 
lishing houses for SF in the ’60s. Essex House 
published, or at least purchased for publication, 
amazing works of sex and SF, including Philip 
Jose Farmer’s A Feast Unknown, Image of the 
Beast, and Blown, Richard The Geis Letter Geis’ 
Ravished and Raw Meat. They almost published 
Pratt’s ever-so-depraved The Gas. That alone is 
worth the zine, but there’s much, much more. Paul 
Di Filippo interviews Vernon Vinge, offers his 
updated Ribofiink manifesto and three totally out- 
of-control stories about PR, karma and boredom. 
And BJ Thrower’s “Vulture Watching Woman” is 
an incredible story of the fear, violence and civil 
war that would erupt if only some humans mutated 
into telepathic beings. All of that and an interview 
with Jack Womack and an alternate history short 
from Barry Malzberg. If you have to limit yourself 
to one SF magazine, get this one. No trades/ 
reviews zines books/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$5.95. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. KJ 
Cypret, P.O. Box 981, Peck Slip Station, New 
York, NY 10272-0981-Email: NONSTOP® Com¬ 
puServe. com—URL: http://www.geocities.com/ 
Area51/Corridor/7174/ (82 pages/standard/pro- 
fessional/JP) 


The XFiles and the various cultural relics spun off of them. This issue has an 
interview with Harley Peyton, more on Kyle MacLachlan’s X-File like ads for 
European cell phones, and part two of the look at Lost Highway. No trades/ 
reviews zines books videos/prints letters. Price:$6. Subs:$29 for 6 issues. 
Craig Miller, Win-Mill Productions, 1912 E. Timberview Ln., Arlington, TX 
76014—Email: 70473.2254®compuserve.com (32 pages/offset/standard/profes- 
sional/JP) _ 

XYZed 

The zine for the Scene 

#6, March ’97. Ostensibly a punk zine, complete with record and zine reviews 
and wonderfully low production values, there’s a lot more SF content than 
punk. In this issue Mr. Anxiety details the joys and pain of creating a series 
of no-budget movies, complete with paperback and audio book tie-ins. 
Throughout the ’90s, he’s been working on this story about a new energy 
source that falls into the wrong hands and the 
renegades that try to recapture it. Plus an appre¬ 
ciation of the Bay City Rollers. Loves trading/ 
reviews zines books comics videos music/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$l. J. Anxiety, 
2-558 Upper Gage Avenue, Suite 205, Hamilton, 
ON L8V 4G6, Canada (24 pages/digest/rough/ 

JP) 


.. 


Wall banger 4- 

#16, February ’97. Chatty sfanzine about fan life. Eve meant this to be the 
all-Australian edition, but as life happens between issues it’s the almost all- 
Australian edition. Next issue, real soon now, will be all Oz. Anyway, 
between births, deaths and marriages there’s the encounters with hungover 

Aussies skiing at Banff, and life 
in Melbourne in May. The non- 
Australian content includes trav¬ 
eling about the USA before and 
after last year’s Corflu and trav¬ 
eling around the world teaching 
investment strategies to bankers 
in emerging economies. Loves 
trading/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:the usual. Eve 
Harvey, 8 The Orchard, Ton- 
well, Herts, SG120HR, U.K.- 
Email: eve@harveyconsult. 
compulink.co.uk (14 pages/xe- 
rox/standard/DTPed/JP) 
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Wrapped in Plastic 

#29, June ’97. This magazine 
never ceases to amaze us. It’s so 
professionally done and filled 
with so much information that’s 
it’s always on the top of our list 
of TV show fanzines. It covers 
the weird worlds of Twin Peaks, 


(2/standard/DTPed/JP) 


Zineo Madnest 

New Age contraverse and satire 

#3, May ’97. An unofficial apa with a very 
distinctive voice. Writers espouse the legalization 
of marijuana, the exploration of space as a means 
to end war, the Libertarian party, and critical 
thinking about Christian dogma. One writer seems 
to trace all the bad luck in his life to one decision 
he made in 1973, the year he lost his girlfriend. 
From then on he began drifting and drinking, 
unable to get his book published or keep a job for 
long. Another contributor writes about his diffi¬ 
culty with short attention span, while the comics 
cover the world of pot growing and avoiding 
detection by the feds. Selective trades/reviews 
books videos/prints letters. Price:$2. Subs:$10 
for 6 issues. Richard Turner, P.O. Box 61, 
Hadley, MA 01035 (56 pages/xerox/digest/rough/ 
CWB) 


OTHER ZINES 


ABSOLUTE MAGNITUDE #9, Spring, 1997. Al¬ 
though utterly a prozipe, Absolute Magnitude occa¬ 
sionally publishes lesser-known authors and sticks to a 
zine-like publishing schedule. You can always expect 
some good stories each issue. Price:$5. Subs:$14 for 
4. Warren Lapine, D.N.A. Publications, P.O. Box 
13, Greenfield, MA 01302 (100/standard/polished/ 

JP) [54] _ 

ANSIBLE #116, March ’97. Fifteen years running, 
Ansible covers, with wit and brevity, British conven¬ 
tions, fandom, writers, media, awards and kooks. 
Price:the usual. Dave Langford, 94 London Road, 
Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU, U.K. Loves trading. 


AUTUMN REMAINS #1, Summer ’97. The writing for these three stories is poetic, 
but the lack of anything really going on left me empty. And don’t get me started on 
the juvenile comix that belong on the inside of a sixth grader’s peechee. Price:$2.50. 
Len Warn er, P.O, Box 867, Beacon, NY 12508 (48/digest/DTPed/JP) 

BEST BUDDIES #81, June ’97. News from the fandom that arose from the Starman 
movie and TV series. Covers the latest work to get a Starman movie of the week along 
with awards, births, deaths, cons, and Robert Hays’ divorce. This issue includes the 
latest mini-issue of Blue Lights. Price:$l. Jean Laidig, 784 Holmdel Road, Holmdel, 

NJ 07733- 1635 (8/standard/rough/JP) _ 

BLUE LIGHTS #60, Winter ’96/’97. This warm zine covers the latest conventions 
and gatherings for devoted fans of Starman. Another double issue which continues 
the celebration of the first decade of Starman. I love how everything is so collective/ 
family oriented, like the transcript of the “Starman Family-Con ’96 Membership 
Meeting.” The eleven pages of photos will make you feel like you were there. 
Price:$6. Subs:$24 for 8. Lil Sibley, 4945 U Street, Sacramento, CA 95817 (50/ 

standard/D TPed/RSF) [59] _ 

BONES OF THE CHILDREN #1, Autumn ’96. A slick and copiously illustrated 
horror zine. Along with new writers, this issue features a couple of pretty big 
names—John Shirley and Poppy Z. Brite. Price:$5.95. Subs:$22 for 4. Paula Guran, 
CFD Productions, 360-A West Merrick Road, Suite 350, Valley Stream, NY 11580 

(84/standa rd/pol ished/JP) __ 

CABAL ASYLUM #11, Spring ’97. “A publication dedicated to lovers of the 
supernatural and the bizarre. ” The stories here deal with the usual horror subjects— 
sex and vengeance. Pretty good stories for a semi-pro publication. Each issue is 
themed, #10 being the devil and #11 monsters. Price:$5. Subs:$12 for 4. Ren Hayes, 
P.O. Box 24906, Denver, CO 80224, Loves trading. (92/digest/polished /JP) [57] 
CCG SENTINEL Vol. 1, #2, May ’97. A serious look at collecting card games. 
Packed with news, reviews, the mechanics of the games, and strategies for both 
newbies and old hands. Knowing little about CCGs, many passages and titles are like 



























dadaist prose. “White Weenie Deck.” “Speed: The 
Moxes, Black Lotus, Candelabra of Tawnos, Mishra’s 
Workshop and Sol Ring fall here.” Price:$1.50. Steve 
Marlow, 1013 17th Avenue South, Cranbrook, BC VIC 
3B9, Cana da (10/standard/DTPed/JP) 

CENOTAPH #1, August ’97. Fairly standard horror 
zine redeemed by humor, some good artwork, and 
reprints of 19th century pieces from Vincent O’Sullivan 
and Ambrose Pierce. Half of the pieces though, took 
after the ubiquitous D.F. Lewis’ story “Eminently 
Forgettable.” Price:$4. Subs:$12 for 3. Kenneth Mc- 
Cool, P.O. Box 2148, Leesburg, VA 20177. Selective 
trades. (64/digest/DTPed/JP) 

CONNOTATIONS Vol. 7, #2, August ’97. Although 
the fan focus is fairly localized, most of the zine deals 
with TV, conventions, movies, books, conventions, 
games, and everything else, on an international basis. 
This issue is totally overflowing with reviews, mostly 
of films, TV shows, and related books. Still an incred¬ 
ible price-performance ratio that’s packed with useful 
data. Price:$2.50. Subs:$5 for 4. Margaret Grady, 
Central ArizonaSF Society, P.O. Box 62613, Phoenix, 
AZ 85082-2613. Loves trading. (24/standard/profes- 

sional/JP) [61]_ 

DREAMS AND NIGHTMARES #48, June ’97. For 
over 10 years David has been publishing this concise 
collection of science fiction and related genre poetry. 
No theme this time, just 30 poems that capture the spirit 
of science fiction and horror. Price:$2. Subs:$10 for 6. 
David D. Kopaska-Merkel, 1300 Kicker Rd., Tusca¬ 
loosa, AL 35404 (20/digest/rough/RSF) [52] 
DREAMS OF DECADENCE #3, Spring ’97. A liter¬ 
ary collection of stories, art, and poetry about vampires 
and their erotic appeal. Price:$5. Subs:$8 for 2. Angela 
Kessler, DNA Publications, P.O. Box 13, Greenfield, 
MA 01302 -0013 (40/digest/DTPed/JP) [60 ] 
EMERALD CITY #18, February ’97. A lovely mix¬ 
ture of travel, antipodean fandom and actual opinions 
on SF. In this issue Cheryl travels from Melbourne at its 
hottest to Boston at its snowiest to attend Boskone 34. 
There she met up with inept fanocrats, helped run the 
party for San Francisco’s 2002 Worldcon bid, drank 
surprisingly good New England beer, and found John 
M. Ford to be a master filker. Price:free. Cheryl 
Morgan, Send email for zine, cherylmorgan@ 
compuserv e.com. Loves trading. (JP) 

EPITAPH #2, Spring ’97. Not the death metal zine 
from Ann Arbor, nor the zine about headstones and 
mausoleums, but a rather excellent collection of horror 
and dark fantasy, edited by my current favorite author. 
Most of the stories in this issue feature the horror that 
stems from madness and senility. Price:$3.95. Subs:$12 
for 4. Tom Piccirilli, Pirate Writings Publishing, P.O. 
Box 329, Brightwaters, NY 11718-0329 (44/digest/ 
DTPed/JP) [61] 

THE GAFIATES FAKEBOOK February ’97. As the 
sub-title implies, this is a one-shot from the prolific Mr. 
Hooper. It leads with a page on his philosophy of 
reviewing fanzines, then five pages of reviews of 
Andy’s favorite fanzines at the time. Price:the 
usual. Andy Hooper, 4228 Francis Avenue #103, 
Seattle, WA 98103. Loves trading. (6/standard/rough/ 

JP) [57] _ 

THE GEIS LETTER #38, August ’97. Mixing com¬ 
mentary on SF and extremist politics. The Geis Letter 
is one of the most interesting zines around. It’s the 
interzone between conspiracy theory and PKD. The 
latest few issues have looked long and hard at TWA 
flight 800, with the friendly fire scenario looking more 
and more likely. Price:$2. Richard Geis, P.O. Box 
11408, Portland, OR 97211-0408. Loves trading. (16/ 

standard/r ough/JP) [59] _ 

GENETIC NIGHTMARES Vol. 2, #1, 1997. Mostly 
fiction with some short essays and commentary. Tom 
seems keenly interested in the politics of organ donation 
and cloning and likes to work that into his writing. One 
of his longer features, “Loretta,” is about a buxom 
murderess who no one suspects is the town killer. 
Price:$5. Tom Thorstenson, Gerryrock Press, 822 
First St., Kewaunee, WI 54216. Selective trades. (80/ 

digest/DT Ped/CWB) [60] _ 

IMELOD Vol. 2, #4, Winter ’96. A collection of 
interestingly written, but kinda pointless stories. Way 
too much space is wasted with bad illustrations (that are 
for sale???) and poetry. Price:$2. Todd Fischer, 28 
Muir Crescent, Whitby, ON LIP 1B6, Canada (24 S/ 
DTPed/JP) 

JOURNAL OF THE DARK #9, Spring ’97. Dense 
reading that explores vampires in literature, comics, 
film, role playing games and history. This issue is rich 


in history, with long looks at Vlad “The Impaler” 
Dracula, vampire myths of France, and a comparison 
of Murnau’s Nosferatu with Browning’s Dracula. 
Price:$5. Subs:$ 18 for 4. John Beckett, P.O. Box 168, 
Osceola, I N 46561 (40/standard/polished/JP ) [59] 
KEEN SCIENCE FICTION! Vol. 2, #3, March ’97. 
Keen it certainly is, packed with great stories that 
capture a golden age sense o’wonder. OK, the writing 
is far from the best on the planet, but the attitude is 
everything it should be. Hugh Lessig’s “DNR” is a 
classic Heinlienish soldier’s story, and W. Gregory 
Stewart’s “Review Board” puts an old twist on the 
promise of genetically engineered immortality. “Dum 
good readin’, babe!” Price:$4. Subs:$36for 12. Teresa 
Keene, P.O. Box 9067, Spokane, WA 99209-0067 (60/ 
digest/DTPed/JP) 

LITTLE GREEN MEN #3, Winter ’97. A great 
collection of stuff from new writers. I really enjoyed 
Ryan Van Cleave’s fantasy piece “The Prank” and Dan 
Cunningham’s twisted alien nostalgia for ’50s TV, 
“Reflections on Earth from the Moon.” Price:$3.95. 
Subs:$14 for 4. Greg Meronek, 23344 El Toro 
Road, Number 13, El Toro, CA 92630 (36/standard/ 

DTPed/JP)_ 

LORE #7, Summer, ’97. Lore is a worthy collection of 
new talent. This issue is loaded with good writing that 
spans several genres. All in all, it’s very enjoyable. 
Price:$4. Subs:$15 for 4. Rod Heather, P.O. Box 
381, Matawan, NJ 07747-0381 (52/digest/DTPed/JP) 

[57] _ 

THE MODELER’S RESOURCE #17, September 
’97. A thick, fancy magazine for the modeling fanatic. 
They cater to all sorts of model builders, but the 
emphasis is on fantasy-oriented models that draw their 
inspiration from movies or books. The pictures are 
certainly the highlight, but besides all these bold and 
gory and sexy models there are plenty of tips, model 
reviews, and interviews to keep you busy. Price:$8. 
Subs:$30 for 6. Fred DeRuvo, 1141 Holly Ave., 
Clovis, CA93611-6210 (66/standard/professional/RSF) 

[61] _ 

NOVA EXPRESS Vol. 4, #3, Summer ’97. Excellent 
sfanzine dealing with all forms of fantastic literature 
and movies, as well as the Southwestern SF literary 
scene. Now a one-time Hugo nominee. Interviews with 
William Browning Spence and Dradley Denton are half 
this issue; the other half is a set of short reviews of 
worthwhile books. Price:$5. Subs:$12 for 4. Lawrence 
Person, Nova Express, P.O. Box 27231, Austin, TX 
78755-2231 (36/standard/DTPed/JP) [61] 

NTZEON Vol. 2, #7, February ’97. Formerly G- 
Minus, this is a sample version of the re-named prod¬ 
uct. There’s more on the Volunteer Space Program, 
some super short stories and ads for back issues. Future 
issues promise to be more Gernsbackian. Price Tree. 
Subs:$12 for 4. Richard Turner, P.O. Box 61, Hadley, 
MA 01035 . Selective trades. (18/digest/rou gh/JP) 
OPTUNIA #33, May ’97. A great little zine that deals 
primarily with the history of fandom and the technolo¬ 
gies of zine publishing. Half of this issue is part four of 
Garth Spencer’s history of fandom in Ottawa. This 
covers the period of 1990 through 1996. Price:the 
usual. Dan Speirs, Box 6830, Calgary, AB T2P 2E7, 
Canada. Loves trading. (16/digest/DTPed/JP) 
PALACE CORBIE #7, Autumn, 1995. “Palace Cor¬ 
bie is a fiction magazine of uncommon variety. Loosely 
based upon the theme of perseverance in extreme 
circumstances, the stories you will read here admit the 
weakness in us all.” This issue comes in two parts; first 
is the traditional collection of horror tales, then 
comes the usual suspects writing stories with the 
same title, “The Piano Player Has No Fingers.” 
Price:$12.95. Wayne Edwards, Merrimack Books, 
P.O. Box 83514, Lincoln, NE68501-3514 (329/digest/ 
DTPed/JP) [59] 

PIRATE WRITINGS Vol. 5, #2, Summer ’97. Very 
nice semipro and pro zine with a good mix of genres and 
non-fiction. This issue features Mike Resnick, Mary 
Soon Lee and E.H. Wong. Price:$4.99. Subs:$15 for 4. 
Ed McFadden, P.O. Box 329, Brightwaters, NY 11718 

(68/standa rd/polished/JP) [53] _ 

RE: QUESTS! #42, June ’97. A chatty RPG zine that 
reads like a traditional sfanzine, in that well over half of 
the contents is LoCs, most of which deal with RPGs, 
media fandom (especially ST) and other subjects of 
interest to most gamers. The rest of the zine is about 
RPG design, play, and enjoyment, with a definite slant 
towards AD&D. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4. Mary Kelly, 
7409 David Drive, Frisco, TX 75034-5440. Selective 
trades. (28/digest/DTPed/JP) 


S.F. FILM FAN #2, March ’97. Special all-LoC issue 
cranked out in time for Corflu 14. Price:the usual. 
Mike Mclnerney, 83 Shakespeare St., Daly City, CA 
94014-1053 (12/standard/rough/JP) 

SCAVENGER’S NEWSLETTER #159, May ’97. 
Janet Fox puts out this informative zine for artists, 
writers, and publishers in the SF/Fantasy/Horror/Mys¬ 
tery genres. It features vital listings of publications, 
contest updates, and several enlightening articles. Ken¬ 
neth Abner has given up Terminal Fright and instead 
has started publishing books. He explains it all here 
in this revealing interview. Price:$2.50. Subs:$17 
for 12. Janet Fox, 519 Ellinwood, Ossage City, KS 
66523-1329. Selective trades. (27/half-legal/DTPed/ 

RSF) [59]_ 

SFWA BULLETIN Vol. 31, #1, Summer ’97. Mar¬ 
kets, news, technical aspects, and the lifestyle that goes 
with writing SF/F/H fiction. As this is the big Nebula 
issue, it’s loaded with profiles of the then nominees and 
their works, including Robert Silverberg’s tribute to 
Jack Vance, and lots of full page ads from the publish¬ 
ing houses. Plus electronic rights and why SF is in its 
current state of decline. Price:$3.95. Subs:$15 for 4. 
Mark McGarry, 404 Oceanside Street, Islip Terrace, 
NY 11752 (60/standard/polished/JP) 

SPACE & TIME #87, Summer ’97. Great semi-pro 
zine with stories that are consistently interesting and 
entertaining. This is the big 30th anniversary issue and 
features Don Webb, Sue Storm, Mary Soon Lee, and 
Gene KoKayKo. Price:$6.50. Subs:$20 for 4. Gordon 
Linzner, 138 W. 70th St. (4B), New York, NY 10023- 
4432 (52/s tandard/polished/JP) [56] 

SPECTRUM #10, July ’97. A slick publication devot¬ 
ed to the best that dramatic and fantasy TV have to 
offer. This issue concludes the three-part report on one 
of the strangest TV shows of recent airing— American 
Gothic. Plus part one of the breast show on TV— Xena: 
Warrior Princess. Price:$6. Subs:$25 for 4. Craig 
Miller, Win-Mill Productions, 1912 E. Timberview 
Ln., Arlington, TX 76014 (40/standard/professional/ 

JP) [57] _ 

STYGIAN ARTICLES #10, Summer ’97. Very fine 
collection of original short SF/F/H fiction. This issue is 
primarily horror, with works from Charlee Jacob and 
Robin Spriggs. Price:$5. Subs:$18for4. Jeremy Johnson, 
3201 Sun Lake Drive, St. Charles, MO 63301-3012 

(60/digest/DTPed/JP)_ 

TALEBONES #8, Summer ’97. A truly excellent 
collection of stories from pro and semi-pro writers of 
dark fantasy, horror and speculative fiction. Mr. Swen¬ 
son has a keen eye for talent. This issue features 
wonderful stories from Don Webb, Paul Melko, Patrick 
O’Leary and Amy Sterling Casil. Price:$4.50. Subs:$16 
for 4. Patrick Swenson, Fairwood Press, 10531 SE 
250th Place, #104, Kent, WA 98031 (64/digest/pol- 
ished/JP) 

TALES OF THE UNANTICIPATED #18, Winter 
’97/’98. Great original fiction from pros, semi-pros and 
amateurs. This is the “Myths, Folk Tales, and Leg¬ 
ends” issue and features an interview with none other 
than Ursala K. Le Guin. Back in May ’96, Eric 
Heideman talked with Le Guin about her many books 
and high standing as an author. But fiction is the bulk of 
this issue with stories from Stephen Dedman, Neil 
Gaiman, and others. Price:$5. Subs:$15 for 4. Eric 
Heidman, Minnesota SF Society, P.O. Box 8036, Lake 
Street Station, Minneapolis, MN 55408 (64/standard/ 

polished/R SF) [60] _ 

TRUE REVIEW Vol. 9, #4, October ’97. Reviews, 
from brief to in-depth—of SF novels and anthologies. 
The book The Best of Interzone looks good with stories 
from Ballard and Disch. There’s also an essay where 
Andrew explains why he doesn’t like the new Star Trek 
spin-offs. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4. Andrew Andrews, 
Gallifrey Press, 110 Buchland Road, Ephrata, PA 
17522 (8/standard/DTPed/RSF) [55] 

VAMPIRE DAN’S STORY EMPORIUM #1, Spring 
’97. A new publication featuring new writers. There’s 
SF and horror from Ken Wisman, Chris Centore, John 
DeCarlo and Mark Garland. Plus an interview with the 
writers of a Star Trek: Voyager novel. Price: $4. Subs :$ 16 
for 4. Daniel Medici, P.O. Box 252, Syracuse, NY 

13215 (72/ digest/DTPed/JP) _ 

WETBONES #1, Spring ’97. Following up on Bones 
of the Children comes Wetbones. John Shirley writes 
about the genesis of the short-lived TV series VR5 and 
how it mutated from its original non-SF premise. Plus 
fiction from Don Webb, Marc Laidlaw, and Wayne 
Edwards. Price:$4. Subs:$12 for 3. Paula Guran, P.O. 
Box 5410, Akron, OH 44334 (80/standard/polished/JP) 
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Religion comes in all shapes and sizes. Look 
over this section for more variations then you 
ever imagined before. Many of these zines 
cover Satanism, Buddhism, Paganism and 
other earth-centered religions. 

33 Angel Time 

Personal Experiences with Angels 

#3. Teresa continues her exploration of the personal ways that angels touch 
our lives. Through her own writing and that of her contributors, angels 
become a real presence if we seek to embrace them. It’s likely that lots of 
people could use a guardian angel for their computers like Teresa has. She 
reveals how she chose the name Gabriella seemingly at random and requested 
her aid on a typing test. Not being very computer literate nor a whiz at typing, 
her flawless 5 minute test left her amazed. Only later did she find out that there 
really is an angel for computers named Gabriella. She also shares stories of 
a guardian animal spirit, her native American guides, and a renewed bond with 
nature. Always uplifting and full of positive energy. No trades/submissions 
wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 5 issues. Teresa Verde, 4711 Meridian Ave. 
N., Seattle, WA 98103—Email: teresa33@scn.org (20 pages/xerox/mini/ 
DTPed/CWB)_ 

♦ Arcanum ♦ 

A Magickal Journal 

Vol. 2, #4, August ’97. Arcanum is very nicely produced with a clean, pro 
DTP look to it. The content is varied with a slight focus on Tarot, including 
a review of the Greenwood Tarot deck, “The Solar Stations of the Tarot, ” and 
notes from The Tarot School on “0 The Fool.” Other articles include an 
astrological piece on ‘'Planets and Archetypes: Demeter,” astral projection 
tips, and “Vampires: Unearthing the Past to Understand the Present.” No 
trades/reviews books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$18 
for 6 issues. The Tarot School, 57 E. 11th St., 9th Floor, New York, NY 
10003—Email: TaroSchool@aol.com (32 pages/standard/polished/PHP) 

The Black Flame 

International Forum of the Church of Satan 

Vol. 6, #2. A Satanist magazine that’s made more accessible with the inclusion 
of music interviews into their serious discussions about The Church of Satan. 
Starting off are two short essays from Anton LaVey and Blanche Barton. 
LaVey wrote about how society is always working against you, while Blanche 
explored Satanic Feminism. On the music side of things are interviews with 
Marilyn Manson, Electric Helfire Club, and Rahowa. Plenty of well-written 
reviews make this an excellent resource for further explorations. No trades/ 
reviews zines books videos/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$6. 
Subs:$12 for 2 issues. Hell’s Kitchen Productions, P.O. Box 499, Radio City 
Station, New York, NY 10101-0499 (48 pages/offset/standard/polished/ 
RSF) _ 

Calendar of Events 

August ’97. The place to go for national listings of Pagan events and festivals. 
They are brief and contain all the contact info you need. If you want to get in 
touch with the larger neopagan scene, this is your one stop source. It has no 
articles and no rhetoric; just the straight dope on events, descriptions, dates, 
contacts, etc. Highly recommended. Loves trading/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2. Subs:$l 1 for 6 issues. Larry Cornett, 941 Bell Rd., Chagrin Falls, 
OH 44022—Email: lcorncalen@aol.com—URL: http://members.aol.com/ 
lcorncalen/ CALENDAR.htm (4 pages/standard/DTPed/PHP) 

Circle Network News 

Nature Spirituality Quarterly 

Vol. 19, HI, Summer ’97. One of the longest continuously published 
NeoPagan zines. Basic and introductory for the most part, but it occasionally 
prints more in-depth articles. A generally diverse and non-judgmental tone 
throughout, Circle is a good place for beginning NeoPagan writers to submit 
articles, invocations, and accounts of mystical experiences. This issue has a 
special section on “Kitchen Witchery” which means 10 or so articles on 
aspects of food, drink, and the Gods. Some of the subjects are: healthy eating, 
Sabbat ritual food and drink, ginger, edible flower cookery, and ritual 
fermentation. Networking listings and lots of ads for Circle’s projects. Loves 
trading/reviews zines books music/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$15 
for 4 issues. Circle, P.O. Box 219, Mt. Horeb, WI53572 (32 pages/tabloid/ 
PHP) _ 

Crescent 

A Publication for Witches, Pagans and Wiccans 

Vol. 2, H\, 1997. This issue has some striking graphics as usual (the editor 
is at RISD). There is another installment in a series of interviews called 
“Witches of the World. ” This one is with a woman from Florida who follows 
the “Celtic Tradition of Witchcraft.” A parchment-like insert has a striking 
image of a dagger in a stump or stone with flames around it. It’s worth getting 
for the artwork alone. Loves trading/reviews zines books comics videos 


music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$10 for 2 issues. 
Crescent c/o Khristine A. Page, Rhode Island School of Design, Two College 
St., #1701, Providence, RI02903—Email: crescentmagazine@hotmail.com— 
URL: http://concentric.net/*'Kannwnp/crescent.html (64pages/digest/DTPed/ 
PHP) _ 

Death to the World 

The Last True Rebellion 

#11. Bringing back Russian Orthodoxy to the shores of California and Alaska 
is the work of Death to the World. It combines the personal stories of long 
dead saints with those of newly converted believers. Sergius explains the long 
path his faith took from the time he was a boy taking flight to New York up 
to his baptism in a monastery near Kodiak Island. His description of living in 
a tunnel on the Upper West Side during the winter was harrowing. Between 
the rats and the -20 degree temperatures, it’s amazing that he survived at all. 
We also get short inspirational pieces from St. Theophan and Harriet Beecher 
Stowe as well as several pages of poetry. Selective trades/free to prisoners/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$l. Subs:$10 for 6 issues. Monk 
John Marler, Youth of the Apocalypse Outreach, P.O. Box 130, Forestville, 
CA 95436 ( 28 pages/xerox/half-legal/rough/CWB) _ 

♦ Do All Cows Eat Grass? ♦ 

#4. Eric delves heavily into the politics of eating and comes down strongly 
against meat eaters. He’s quite taken with the teaching of Lord Krsna, so if 
you are not into reading about karma and spirituality, you may want something 
a bit more secular. I loved his rant against eating fast food—vegan or 
otherwise. After all, eating French fries at McDonald’s is hardly a vote for 
vegetarianism. He also discusses the myriad health, environmental, and social 
reasons for eating less meat, analyzes Biblical commandments on diet, and 
skewers the sport of hunting. While many of his points were clever, there are 
just as many that show strange logic. He snidely blasts Christian dogma as 
being “a crock,” yet doesn’t offer very convincing proof that chanting and 
eating prasadam relieves sins any better. You can also get a copy of his 
microzine For Your Convenience Store that is a rambling tale of joining the 
pointless labor force. Selective trades. Price:$l. Eric S., P.O. Box 30, New 
Berlin, PA 17855-0030—Email: jivatma@csrlink.net (48 pages/xerox/di- 
gest/rough/CWB) 

Expressions 

Summer ’97. Another set of inspirational essays that will appeal to anyone 
looking for a little more in life. You don’t have to be religious or particularly 
spiritual to enjoy them either. Edi LePere explains how she learned not to 
interfere with nature despite its sometimes cruel and heartless cycle of life. 
She knew that human interference was often misguided, but when faced with 
two abandoned mockingbird chicks, her instincts said otherwise. There is also 
a short seven-step primer on leadership in the New Age and important lessons 
for parents dealing with ornery children. Bill LePere Sr., New Thought 
Science of Mind Center, 6809 N. Dixon Ave., Tampa, FL 33604 (28 pages/ 
xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

♦ The First Stone + 

#1, Summer ’97. The cover for this Satanist zine includes the tagline 
“Nonconformist, antisocial commentary, fiction, truth, poetry, music re¬ 
views, and other life-affirming pieces of negative reinforcement.” This very 
opinionated zine is full of strongly worded rants about society with some very 
specific solutions. In the piece called “The Death of Utopia” the writer 
describes how to create his own version of utopia. After a very libertarian¬ 
sounding rant about the government, he states “All welfare recipients must 
now pay back the society they rob. ” His rant about food goes on to defend the 
eating of unhealthy junk food, “Junk food is nature’s way of countering all 
the advances in medicine that unnaturally prolong lives usually long useless. ” 
I don’t quite understand his complaint about vegetarianism where he seems 
to be attacking meat-eaters who are uncomfortable with slaughterhouses just 
as much as preachy moral vegans. Overall I’d say this is one of the most 
opinionated zines I’ve read. You may not agree with everything here, but it’s 
certainly a lot of explosive material. Selective trades/reviews zines books 
music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$15 for 4 issues. 
The Emperor of Ice-Cream, P.O. Box 642112, San Francisco, CA 94109 (24 
pages/xerox/standard/rough/RSF) 

♦ Goddessing Regenerated ♦ 

#6, 1997. There’s a long interview with Lucia Chiavola Birnbaum, a writer 
and history professor who researches the Black Madonnas and the “dark 
woman divinity” who came before them. There are also several additional 
articles on the subject, as well as stories on vegetation/grain goddesses, 
Anatolian goddesses and a very long calendar of international events. 
Excellent research makes this highly recommended. No trades/reviews books 
videos music/prints letters. Price:$5. Subs:$23 for 5 issues. Goddessing, 
P.O. Box 73 , Sliema, Malta (36 pages/tabloid/DTPed/PHP) 

Green Egg 

A Journal of the A wakening Earth 

Vol. 29, #120, August ’97. Green Egg is probably the closest thing we have 
(on paper) to a national NeoPagan forum. Editors are core members of The 
Church of All Worlds, but the articles and art are always from a wide variety 
of Pagans. Subjects regularly covered include polyamoury, environmental 
activism, consciousness expansion, as well as a more mature and grounded 
approach to Pagan spirituality than is usually seen in other, more basic, Pagan 

















zines. The theme this issue is Techno-Paganism. Articles include “The 
Magickal and the Virtual,” “Children of the Digital Gods,” and “Virtually 
Lilith: Virtual Shrines to the Gods.” Larry Cornett offers some Pagan sites 
on the WWW. The best of the best. Highly recommended. No trades/reviews 
books videos music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$6.95. Subs:$28 
for 6 issues. Green Egg, P.O. Box 488, Laytonville, CA 95454—Email: 
GEmagazin e@aol.com (78 pages/standard/professional/PHP) 

Hinduism Today 

August ’97. I’m always astounded by the international scope of HT and its 
excellent photography. HT’s circulation is probably well above zine level but 
you can’t find its content on Hinduism anywhere else. This issue has an article 
on the 50th anniversary of the independence of India. For controversy, there’s 
“Jains’ Struggle to Wipe Away the Swastika’s Nazi Taint, ” the swastika being 
of very ancient origins and found in India, Greece, and the native Americas. 
Recommended for knowledgeable insight into Hindu spirituality. No trades/ 
reviews books/prints letters. Price:$5. Subs:$35 for 12 issues. Himalayan 
Academy, 107 Kaholalele Road, Kapaa, HI 96746 (54 pages/standard/ 
professional/PHP) 

The Iron Oak Voice 

A monthly publication of the Church of Iron Oak, Inc., ATC 

Vol. 4, #47, July ’97. This zine was formerly named Voice of the Anvil. 
Much of the content of Voice is calendar notes, upcoming events, workshop 
info, and networking ads. This issue has a disturbing analysis of the Supreme 
Courts recent decision to strike down the Religious Freedom Restoration Act 
(RFRA). This law had previously allowed minor exceptions to various laws, 
allowing religious groups to freely practice their religion. Unfortunately that’s 
not the case any more and the government will continue to nose its way into 
our private affairs. The fallout from the recent decision will affect people like 
American Indians who have been using peyote in their rituals for hundreds of 
years. So now the people that invaded their land and murdered their people, 
will dictate how they’ll be able to practice their religion. Another fallout is that 
The Church of Iron Oak will be restricted from practicing their religion as 
well. If you live in Florida in particular, this is an excellent pub for contacts 
and networking. It’s resources make it a cornerstone for any serious 
NeoPagan zinester. Loves trading/reviews zines books/prints letters/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price: $ 1. Subs: $ 15 for 12 issues. The Church of Iron Oak, Inc., 
ATC, P.O. Box 060672, Palm Bay, FL 32906-0672-Email: 
billk@digital.net—URL: http://ddi.digital.netTironoak (18 pages/standard/ 
DTPed/RSF)_ 

4 Mamaroots 4 

An Afracentrik Spiritual & Cultural Tribune Forum 

Vol. 5, #3. In their introduction, the Sistahs explain their philosophy of using 
African female-centered traditions to build a new sustaining lifestyle. They 
run on a calendar of three seasons and here discuss all the upcoming festivals 
and sacred days for February through September. It’s a sort of alternative 
reckoning system that uses various African goddesses and symbols. There are 
also essays on age, herbal wisdom, divination, and self-awareness. No trades/ 
prints letters. Price:$7.50. Subs:$25 for 3 issues. Mamaroots Publications, 
P.O. Box 16151, Oakland, CA 94610-9991—Email: mamaroots@aol.com 
(40 pages/of fset/standard/DTPed/CWB) _ 

4 Moonbeams 4 

A Journal of Contemporary Pagan Life 

#1, Summer ’97. This new journal includes a review of Starhawk’s new book 
Walking to Mercury, an article on Pagan fiction and literature, and a fiction 
piece about “a Pagan detective who’s a magnet for mischief and mayhem.” 
There’s also an interview with Starhawk and “Devic Gardening with the 
Ancient Wisdom of Feng Sui.” This is an impressive first outing for a zine 
and well worth grabbing a copy. Loves trading/reviews books/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$4.50. Subs:$15 for 4 issues. Moonbeams, P.O. 
Box 6921, Columbia, MO 65205-6921 (32 pages/standard/DT Ped/PHP) 

Not Like Most 

A Publication of Satanism in Action 

#5, XXXII A.S. A very honest and extensive zine that provides resources and 
inspiration for followers of Anton LaVey’s Church of Satan. The main feature 
is a Satanic critique of the world’s major religions. I particularly like the 
extensive overview of Internet resources for those interested in exploring 
Satanism. There’s also an interesting history of the pistol duel. If you are 
interested in Satanism or are just Satan-curious, this will show you what it’s 
really about. Selective trades/reviews zines books URLs/submissions want¬ 
ed. Price:$3 cash. Purging Talon Publishing, P.O. Box 8131, Burlington, VT 
05402—Email: boysatan@aol.com—URL: http://users.aol.com/boysatan/ 
ptp/ptp.htm (36 pages/offset/digest/DTPed/RSF) _ 

Obsidian 

A Journal of Occult Folklore and Mystery Traditions 

#3. After being on hiatus. Obsidian is back. It continues its strong visual style 
and well-researched articles in this third issue. Content includes an interview 
with noted herbalist and writer Susan S. Weed, “The Wheel: Intermediate 
Level Magic, Part III—Air and Spirit,” and “The Charmed Pot” describing 
the magical uses and names of herbs. No trades/reviews books music/prints 
letters. Price:$6.25. Subs:$17 for 4 issues. Obsidian, P.O. Box 614, Athol, 
MA 01331—Email: madstone@tiac.net—URL: http://madstone.com/ (48 
pages/standard/polished/PHP) 


Pagani Worldwide 

The New Pagan Yellow Pages 

#2, 1997. This is intended as a comprehensive listing of Pagan businesses, 
artists, shops, and, well, anyone who provides products or services to the 
Pagan coirfmunity. The second issue builds strongly on the first, almost 
doubling in size. There are many new listings and revisions of previous 
listings. The publishers want to create a tool for “...building a lasting 
economic microclimate” for Pagans. You might have access to all these 
contacts, resources and addresses if you’ve been collecting diverse Pagan 
books and zines for the past 15 years but even then you wouldn’t have them 
all in one book. Support these folks, they’re doing good work. Recommended. 
No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$5.50. Subs:$ll for 2 issues. Pagani 
Worldwide, P.O. Box 40972, Eugene, OR 97404—Email: jspencer@efn.org 
(62 pages/standard/DTPed/PHP) 

4 Sit Properly 4 

#1, July ’97. Eric explores the many facets of his Krsna belief in an effort to 
better understand it himself and explain it to others. Regarding chanting, he 
contrasts a glam metal song by Poison with the popular Hare Krishna mantra. 
Surprise, surprise, the Poison song got old a lot faster than the simple chant 
thus demonstrating the mystical quality of the Lord’s name. Elsewhere he 
explains the words of the mantra, the benefits of the “super-everything” (you 
can’t wear baggy pants but you get to be close to Krishna), and his devotion 
to Govinda. Loves trading. Price:stamp. Eric S., P.O. Box 30, New Berlin, 
PA 17855— Email: jivatma@csrlink.net (24 pages/xerox/diges t/raw/CWB) 

Spirited Women 

A Women's Spirituality Newsletter 

Vol. 10, #4, August ’97. This is the community forum for SisterSpirit, a 
special ministry of the Metropolitan Community Church in Portland. I find 
SW an interesting mixture of feminist Christian and Wiccan/NeoPagan events 
(not necessarily together). This issue includes a calendar of SisterSpirit 
events, a personal reflection on the Virgin Mary, some original art, and 
poetry. There are plenty of networking listings for women around Portland. 
No trades/reviews books. Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 6 issues. SisterSpirit, P.O. 
Box 9246, P ortland, OR 97207 (20 pages/standard/DTPed/PH P) 

4 The Sunrise of the East 4 

#1, Winter ’96. This is dedicated to the Eastern Orthodox faith and its 
reconciliation with the many other religions of the world. In a long feature 
piece on Black Elk, they reveal how he converted to Christianity and later 
preached the word of Jesus to the Lakota people. Taken from a recent 
biography are many many excerpts and firsthand accounts of Black Elk 
speaking. It makes an interesting religious debate, especially the part titled 
“How the Indians Waited for Christianity.” We also get the story of Russian 
evangelist St. Innocent and his meeting with an Aleut holy man as well as Lao 
Tzu’s prediction that Christ would come. Loves trading/free to prisoners. 
Price:$l .50. Monk Damascene, 7777 Martinelli Rd., Forestville, CA 95436 
(45 pages/x erox/half-legal/rough/CWB) _ 

+ VOR TRU + 

The Official Journal of the Asatru Alliance 

#56. This is the best-looking Asatru zine I’ve ever seen! Profusely illustrated 
with b/w photos and drawing, it shows how graphics can really augment 
understanding of the text in articles. “The Hammer of Thor: The Functions 
and Form of Mjollnir Among the Folk, ” has over a hundred separate graphics 
of the Hammer in historical and contemporary settings. No trades/reviews 
zines books videos music/prints letters. Price:$5. Subs:$18 for 4 issues. VOR 
TRU, P.O. Box 961, Payson, AZ 85547—Email: wtree@goodnet.com (64 
pages/standard/polished/PHP) 

Watchmaker 

Official Newsletter of Morning Star Catholic Origins Society 

Vol. 4, #1, March ’97. Watchmaker is a somewhat scholarly journal of 
creation science. Phillip E. Johnson, author of Darwin on Trial , explained 
what Darwinism is and which aspects of Darwinism conflict with theories of 



_ MAULS 

JOIN THE EXODUSTO STRAIGHT 
(HETEROSEXUAL) MALE SPIRITUALITY. 
INTERNATIONAL PATRIARCHY. NUMEROLOGY. 
MEN’S RIGHTS. FATHER’S RIGHTS AND 
INTERNATIONAL BROTHEL-HAREMS BY 
ACCESSING THE OFFICIAL (AUTHORIZED) 
INTERNATIONAL PATRIARCHY WEB SITE. 

http://ucando.eom/t/toendall.html 
(NUMEROLOGY WEBSITEhttp-7/www.suresite.com/ca/n/numeropat) 
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creationism. Another thoughtful piece is from 
Jerry Bergman who critiqued the theory that evo¬ 
lution can be proven though fossil records in 
stratified rock formations. No trades/reviews books. 
Price:$2???. Fr. David Becker, Catholic Origins 
Society, P.O. Box 189, Shade Gap, PA 17255 (30 
pages/offset/standard/polished/RSF) 

Widdershins 

A Volatile Journal of Magick 

#4. A disturbing publication that explores the 
extremes in magic. The lead article here is a 
detailed piece revealing specific spells and protec¬ 
tion against spells from others. They describe 
techniques of both Red and Black Magic that can 
be used in combat. Even though this is a serious 
piece they also inject some humor into it. “I know 
a very powerful magician who once told me that his 
favorite combat spell was the ‘Greater Evocation 
of the .357 Magnum Bullet Between The Eyes.’ He 
said it never fails.” There’s also a very practical 
piece on herbology that focuses on the uses for 
wolfsbane and a detailed discussion of Vodou. 
Widdershins is for an audience of Magickians and 
those interested in the work of Aleister Crowley, 
Kenneth Grant, et al. Selective trades/reviews 
books URLs/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$6. Subs:$23 for 6 issues. Widdershins, 135 
Allegro Dr., Santa Cruz, CA 95060—Email: 
heme@cruzio.com—URL: http://www.cyprian.org/ 
widdershins (52 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

Yggdrasil 

Vol. 14, #2, Walburgis ’97. Yggdrasil is a delight¬ 
ful Norse/Heathenish zine. “Skadi: Poetry and 
information about the goddess” is very striking. 
“The Death Song of Ragnar Lodbrog” contains 
part of this epic poem. There’s also Runemuse on 
runic information, and a rune puzzle. I highly 
recommend Yggdrasil. It is a prime example of a 
Pagan zine with quality content. No trades/reviews 
books. Price:$2. Subs:$6 for 4 issues. Freya’s 
Folk, 537 Jones St., #165, San Francisco, CA 
94102-2007 (20 pages/digest/DTPed /PHP) 

+ Zibaq + 

Bimonthly Zine of the Order of 
Napunsakas in the West 

Vol. 2, #1, July ’97. The general theme of this zine 
is Intersexual Tantra. This special issue is on 
“Cultus Skanda Kartikkeya.” The text is an intel¬ 
ligent discourse on Tantric/Thelemic sex. Well, I 
think it’s intelligent; I don’t know for sure since 
cited references range among academic sources, 
previous Zibaq articles, and an unpublished manu¬ 
script by a contributor. The graphics are candid 
photos of young men with engorged lingam, if you 
know what I mean and I think you do. The main 
article is “Skanda Sadhana: On the Deha-Tattva , 
viraha , and Matters Cognate.” Subs:$20 for 6 
issues. Order of Napunsakas, P.O. Box 1219, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78403-1219 (14 pages/stan- 
dard/rough/PHP) 


OTHER ZINES 


APA Tarot #128, August ’97. An enjoyable apa, thick 
with insightful commentary about the Tarot and spiritu¬ 
al thoughts. Sheila and Bob recently moved to Wash¬ 
ington (so that Bob can start working for Microsoft). 
She recounted all the hectic details in the introduction to 
this issue. I also liked all the unique card designs from 
K. Frank Jensen, reproduced in full color. Price:$2. 
Sheila Wilding, 14205 NE 30th Place, Bellevue, WA 
98007 (59/ standard/DTPed/RSF) [56] 

BAHLASTI PAPERS Vol. 11, #6. News from the 
New Orleans Kali Lodge of the O.T.O. This one has a 
thoughtful discussion of Vodou, focusing on its influ¬ 
ence, practice, and how it’s often maligned in the 
media. Price:$2.25. Subs:$27 for 12. Kali Lodge, 
OTO, P.O. Box 3096, New Orleans, LA 70177. Loves 
trading. (6/standard/rough/RSF) [59] 

THE BELTANE PAPERS #12, Candlemas 1997. 
TBP articles are generally better researched and better 
written than those in other zines. They continue to 
publish unique and inspiring art, with a format that does 
justice to the artists’ work. There are articles on 
ordaining women and women’s magical groups. The 
highlight is always the “Octavia” supplement. 


Price:$8.50. Subs:$21 for 4. TBP, P.O. Box 29694, 
Bellingham, WA 98228-1694 (48/standard/profession- 
al/RSF) [61] 

CHRISTIAN - New Age QUARTERLY Vol. 9, #3, 
September ’97. An open-minded zine with the intent 
“to foster communication between Christians and New 
Agers.” Bruce Epperly wrote a critique of Fundamen¬ 
talism where he said that “Fundamentalism is not the 
future of Christianity.” Price:$3.50. Subs:$12.50 for 
4. Catherine Groves, Christian - New Age Quarterly, 
P.O. Box 276, Clifton, NJ 07011-0276 (20/half-legal/ 

DTPed/RS F) [59] _ 

DEOLOG Vol. 4, #3, June ’97. A thoughtful magazine 
that explores alternative forms of spirituality and alter¬ 
native medicine. This one has a compelling tale from a 
medical doctor who discovered alternative therapies, a 
history of medical quackery, and an interview with one 
of the leading practices of alternative therapies. Price:$2. 
Subs:$10 for 6. Stealth Technologies, Inc., P.O. Box 
138, Prince Street Station, New York, NY 10012 (44/ 

standard/p rofessional/RSF) [59] _ 

THE HAZEL NUT #23, Beltane ’97. This issue has 
many intriguing articles: “The Three World of the 
Oide, Part 9,” “Faerie Faith 101, “Runes: Penny 
Magic,” and a notice of censorship of lectures on Tarot 
and numerology in a New Hampshire library. All in all, 
worth a good look if you’re at all interested in Celtic 
stuff. Price:$3.50. Subs:$15 for 4. The Hazel Nut, 
P.O. Box 186, Auburn, AL 36831-0186 (32/standard/ 

DTPed/PHP)_ 

HECATE’S LOOM #35, Spring ’97. A long-running, 
pro-looking Pagan zine out of Canada. It starts off with 
lots of news, like the reports from their All Hallows 
Witches’ Ball and several other Pagan gatherings. 
There’s lots of stuff in this hefty 60-page issue like a 
Pagan critique of film, a look at Pagan themes in 
fantasy literature, and some short fiction. Price:$6.50. 
Subs:$31 for 4. Hecate’s Loom, #401-1549 Kitchener 
St., Vancouver, BC V5L 2V8, Canada. Loves trading. 
(60/standard/professional/RSF) [59] 
IDIOSYNCRATIC ICONOCLAST VoQ, #5, May 
’97. An enigmatic zine that explores the very spiritual 
side of Christianity. Lots of poetry, Bible interpreta¬ 
tion, advice for a healthy life, and discussions from the 
readers. Price:$l + 2 stamps. Subs:$5 for 4. Norman 
E. Masters, 3027 Highway 95, Council, ID 83612- 
5105. Lov es trading. (32/digest/rough/RSF ) 
INFANTILE #6. This queer Pagan zine features some 
interesting unearthings from the past—an article on 
Lucian Alexander the False Prophet; an 18th century 
erotic masque (drama) called “The Triumph of Her¬ 
cules”; a recipe for tofu mock baby for magical canni¬ 
balism; manifesto of U.G.L.I (United Glamour-free 
Les-bi-gay Individuals). Price:$l. Infantile, 16 Key¬ 
stone Ave., Toronto, ON M4C 1H1, Canada (24/half- 

legal/LR) _ 

INTERFAITH APA #25, August ’97. A thin apa that 
covers many different aspects of spirituality, including 
polytheism, monotheism, and atheism. Only nine mem¬ 
bers including Linda Robinett and Simcha Kuritzky, 
but still going. This is a good place for anyone interest¬ 
ed in exploring their own spirituality. Price:$3. Linda 
Louise Robinett, 2727 Jill Place, Port Hueneme, CA 
93041-1626 (12/standard/DTPed/RSF) [55] 

THE INTERSTATE HIGH WAY #2, Winter ’97. 
Formerly The Shaman Papers, Greyfox and Kathy 
Lynn Douglas are still producing this newsletter at the 
Denali Center in Alaska. Kathy talked about the ability 
to refocus pain, while Greyfox wrote up lots of book 
reviews. Subs:$9 for 4. Greyfox, Denali Center, HC 
89, Box 451, Willow, AK 99688-9705. Loves trading. 

(10/standa rd/rough/RSF) [54] _ 

KEREM #5, 1997. This journal of Jewish thought and 
literature combines thoughtful articles on living the 
Jewish life and scholarship with poetry and short sto¬ 
ries. Lots of great articles that explore Judiasm from a 
contemporary viewpoint. The highlight is certainly the 
series on Tefillin, and how women are usually excluded 
from this male dominated ritual. Price:$8.50. Subs:$15 
for 2. Kerem, 3035 Porter St. NW, Washington, DC 
20008 (12 2/journal/polished/RSF) [57] 

THE MOON CYCLE March ’97. Laraine encourages 
us to get more in touch with the moon’s role in our lives 
and understand how its cycles affect us. She describes 
making her menstrual cycle coincide with the new 
moon and provides a monthly calendar of the lunar 
cycle and what to expect from each day. Subs:$12. 
Laraine Mesavage, P.O. Box 13547, Berkeley, CA 
94712 (6/standard/rough/CWB) 

NEW MOON RISING Vol. 9, #1. NMR is generally 


good for basic, introductory articles on Wicca, Thele^ 
ma, NeoPaganism, and New Age topics. Karen Tate 
told us of her trip to Greece to search for ancient 
goddesses; Donald Michael Kraig offered ideas on 
preparing for the future; and Lazaris offered techniques 
for developing a successful attitude. Price:$3.95. Subs:$14 
for 6. Scot Rhoads, New Moon Rising, 3916 SE 
Harrison St., Milwaukee, OR 97222 (64/standard/ 

polished/R SF) [55] _ 

OPEN WAYS #41, Spring ’97. Networking, letters, a 
calendar of events, and lots of Pagan information from 
Oregon. Dreamdancer offers a Spring Equinox ritual, 
Stars summarized the astrological forecast, and Moon- 
shadow explained how she became involved in Wicca. 
Price:$l. Subs:$8 for 8. Open Ways, P.O. Box 14415, 
Portland, OR 97293-0415 (16/standard/polished/RSF) 

[55] _ 

PAGAN APA #93, August ’97. This apa continues to 
have stimulating conversation. Highlights (for me) are 
Sam Wagar’s “Wild Mountain Thyme” and Rita Prince 
Winston’s “Cougar Woman.” If you like to write 
letters, consider joining this apa. Price:$3. Rita Prince 
Winston, 548-3 Venice Blvd., Venice, CA 90291-4282 

(52/standa rd/rough/PHP) _ 

PAGAN MUSE & WORLD REPORT Vol. 7, #2, 
Spring ’97. Published by the Bay Area Pagan Assem¬ 
blies but offers Pagan news from around the world. 
There’s a thoughtful discussion about the appropriate¬ 
ness of establishing a Pagan Clergy; a comparison of 
superstitions within different religions; and an analysis 
of the public perception of Paganism in Australia. 
Price:$5.95. Subs:$27 for 6. Pagan Muse & World 
Report, P.O. Box 5114, San Jose, CA 95150-5114. 
Loves trading. (32/standard/polished/RSF) [59] 
SAINTS PRESERVE US! Vol. 7, #85, September 
’97. A multi-cultural monthly calendar of Catholic 
saints and world history. August was the German 
version and featured lots of German history. The 
September issue came with supplemental sheets which 
can be assembled intobyobu folding screens. Price:SASE. 
Subs:$15 for 12. Tommy Crouch, 2008 East 125th St., 
Cleveland, OH 44106-2371. Selective trades. (2/broad- 
sheet/raw/RSF) [61] 

SALIVATION ARMY #5. This is a queer Pagan 
nomad punk zine. Rumination about the lack of men¬ 
tors and teachers; a manifesto entitled “perverts rule”; 
a lesson in magick signs. Price:$2. c/o Fierce Little 
Engine, P.O. Box67539, RPO Spadina Ave., Toronto, 
ON M5T 3B8, Canada (20/digest/LR) 

TAROT NEWS #24, April ’97. The Tarot SIG of 
Mensa publishes this concise zine of analysis and 
discussion of the Tarot cards. The theme this time is the 
Devil—what the card means, how it functions, and the 
many ways to interpret it. They also profiled artist 
Arnell Ando who explained how she came to design the 
Devil card in her deck. Price:$2.50. Subs:$9 for 6. 
Gloria Reiser, 826 North Fifth St., Quincy, IL 62301- 
1802 (12/standard/DTPed/RS F) [60] 

THE TERMINAL JOURNAL Vol. 5, #1, Spring ’97. 
Poetry, stories, and illustrations from an Earth-based 
Pagan perspective. Longer pieces from Timothy Wil¬ 
son about the power of Karma, Marion Pearce on 
ancient Cheltic taboos, and Yael Dragwyla on modern 
horror writers. Some poetry from Lyn Lifshin too. 
Price:$2.50. Subs:$10 for 4. Brendan Tripp, Eschaton 
Productions, 60 East Chestnut St. #236, Chicago, IL 
60611 (20/standard/DTPed/RSF) [55] 

THINK! Vol. 2, #3, Lughnassa, ’97. Think has ma¬ 
tured into a very good zine with features that provoke 
thought and discussion, although the subtitle “the best 
in Pagan thought” is a tad pretentious. Price:$3.75. 
Subs:$15 for 4. Think!, P.O. Box 286, Prides Cross¬ 
ing, MA 01965-0286. Loves trading. (32/standard/ 

DTPed/PHP)_ 

THE UNICORN Vol. 20, #7, Lammas ’97. This zine 
has some allusions to unicorns but is basically a news¬ 
letter for those interested in the Lothlorien tradition. 
Beyond that, this seems a cozy little community zine 
with letters, small articles, poems, reviews, and a little 
art. Price:$2. Subs:$13 for 8. The Rowan Tree Church, 
P.O. Box 0691, Kirkland, WA 98083-0691 (10/stan- 

dard/DTP ed/PHP) _ 

UZUBUH #2, Spring ’97. A personal and down-to- 
Earth Pagan zine with lots of poetry and short commen¬ 
tary. I enjoyed Kathryn’s discussion of the New Age 
movement—saying how sh£ hates the fad but enjoys 
how it’s opened the world up to new ideas. Price:$4. 
Subs:$16 for 4. Kathryn Kane, P.O. Box 81746, Pitts¬ 
burgh, PA 15217 (22/standard/DTPed/RSF) 































POLITICS 


In this land of “freedom of the press” those 
freedoms are usually reserved for those that 
own the presses. These publications report on 
ideas, while not necessarily unsound, are often 
ignored by the mainstream media. Viewpoints 
from anarchists, libertarians, peaceniks, 
environmentalists, leftists, and conservatives. 

♦ American Barricade ♦ 

Nothin to Lose But Them There Chains 

#1. There are lots of Mexican references in this issue, from Elissa’s own tense 
story of a border crossing to a rant about the Clintons and their NAFTA-esque 
trip south. Helena Perkins of Madwoman and her illegal immigrant boyfriend 
tell a combined story of their relationship using intertwining lines of text. It 
took me a while to figure out just what I was reading but after it clicked I really 
dug its originality. Then Randy tells us about his summer job at a collection 
agency and how he had a window into people’s lives by the checks they had 
written—including several from his sister. Price:$3. Elissa Rashkin, No¬ 
where Fast Publications, P.O. Box 3123, Portland, OR 97208—Email: 
erashkin@hevanet.com (20 pages/xerox/half-legal/rough/CWB) 

Anarchy 

A Journal of Desire Armed 

#43, Summer ’97. After some trouble with Tad Kepley, the C.A.L. crew 
decided to retake control of this vital publication. (For more on the 
controversial events surrounding Tad Kepley, check out http://burn.ucsd.edu/ 
"mai/tad. html.) It’s back in style (though a bit late as usual), with writing from 
Raol Vaneigem, John Zerzan, Laurie, Paul Z. Simons, Max Anger, and the 
notorious Bob Black. Included here are excerpts from Bob Black’s new book. 
Anarchy after Leftism, co-published by C.A.L. Press and Paleo Editions. In 
this piece, Black attacks Murray Bookchin as a Marxist in an attempt to 
distance current Anarchist thought from Leftist progressive socialism. Black 
makes a second appearance with his three-page critique of Jeremy Rifkin’s 
book The End of Work. John Zerzan contributed a very intriguing critique on 
culture and technology. All the regular stuff is here, including the publication 
reviews and lengthy letters section. Loves trading/reviews books/free to 
prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:$6. C.A.L Press, P.O. Box 1446, 
Columbia, MO 65205-1446—Email: jmcquinn@mail.coin.missouri.edu (83 
pages/bound newsprint/standard/professional/RSF) 

♦ Animal Liberationist ♦ 

#2. Formerly known as Don’t Have A Cow, this zine eloquently argues for 
veganism and animal rights. Growing up in Michigan, I and my classmates 
were forever being told that “harvesting” deer was for their own good; it was 
to keep them from dying a slow painful death from lack of food in the winter. 
But after reading Nate’s piece on hunting I’m not so sure. He partly refutes 
the “hunting is mercy killing” claim by showing how animal populations have 
been manipulated by removing nature’s predators. But even if it were 
necessary (and moral) for humans to intervene in lethal population control for 
deer, what’s the excuse for shooting waterfowl—hordes of starving (and 
horny) ducks? There’s also an interview with the director of the Coalition to 
Abolish the Fur Trade, and a really enticing piece on the combined struggle 
of the feminist and animal rights causes. Price:$2. Nate Everett, P.O. Box71, 
Manchester, MA 01944—Email: neverett@emerald.tufts.edu (20 pages/ 
xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

♦ Beyond Kronstadt ♦ 

In an effort to learn from the 1917 Russian Revolution and where Bolshevism 
went wrong. Escape has printed up this dense but concise history of the 
workers during the overthrow of the Tsar and the following Civil War. The 
writing is top notch and belies a great deal of research into early Russian 
communism and the state of the Party. Only rarely does it presume the reader 
has a background in Soviet history, making it readable by anyone. It’s an 
excellent essay but its importance lies more in historical analysis than in its 
relation to contemporary socialism. The back page essay was much more 
applicable to the current struggle and calls for a new definition of revolution 
that goes beyond Leninist thought. Price:donation/$l. Escape, P.O. Box 
2474, London, N8 OHW, U.K.—Email: escape6@hotmail.com (8 pages/ 
offset/ standard/DTPed/CWB)_ 

♦ Black Orb^ 

#2, July ’97. A politically oriented zine that takes a more personal view in 
critiquing the world at large. It’s a very outspoken publication with an angry 
streetwise attitude. Some great pieces in the first issue—how the CIA and the 
Samoza dictatorship moved crack cocaine into black neighborhoods; how 
voting is simply choosing between two nearly identical evil groups; and an 
intriguing history of black radio programming. The second issue continues the 
discussion of black radio with a disturbing report of how Pacifica radio forced 
black-oriented programming off the air. There’s also news of a new 
micropowered radio station in Kansas city that’s designed to support “healthy 


and safe afrikan neighborhoods.” Something tells me that this station will be 
highly targeted by the FCC in an attempt to shut it down. Finishing up this issue 
is a report on the unfair working conditions for Nike workers in Vietnam. An 
outspoken zine for a voice that’s usually absent in the zine community. 
Selective trades/reviews books videos music/prints letters. Price:free. Bilal 
Nine, 714 Woodrow #37, Houston, TX 77006—Email: BilalCybe9@aol.com 
(12 pages/xe rox/digest/DTPed/RSF) _ 

Brass Tacks 

A Zine About History and Current Affairs for Grownups 

#5, Fall ’97. This is a dream come true for history buffs, especially ones who 
love debating the affairs of the Soviet Union. Krampitz dissects the Russian 
space program of the ’60s and shows how the U.S. government turned the 
moon race into a political battle. But was the Soviet Union even interested in 
getting to the moon, or was it just another bit of U.S. propaganda to fuel the 
military’s space program? This whole thing is one giant analysis of that topic, 
trying to get to the bottom of Moscow’s intentions. Krampitz utilizes over 100 
sources for his research making this a serious piece of reading. He also 
reminds us of the U.S. casualties of the Apollo mission and offers more 
testimony for his previous issue on Soviet plans to invade the West. No trades/ 
reviews zines books/prints letters. Price:$4. Subs:$10 for 3 issues. Edwin 
Krampitz, P.O. Box 69, Drewryville, VA 23844-0069 (40 pages/xerox/ 
digest?rough/CWB) 

Cement Squeeze 

#7, June ’97. The Cement Squeeze Collective provides this engaging set of 
articles from a decidedly leftist stance. They don’t touch on many esoteric 
topics, but instead go for the issues most people can relate to. This time there 
is lots of discussion about the medical marijuana movement. Sharon Har¬ 
rington describes bills pending in Arizona and the fight she and her father have 
had trying to treat their glaucoma with marijuana. If you had any doubts about 
the Clinton administration’s stand on illicit drugs (or whether writing to 
politicians is beneficial), A1 Gore is here to set the record straight. In a letter 
to a contributor, the VP dismisses the use of marijuana for medical purposes 
as a sham, and claims that the government provides treatment for drug users 
who need it. Sincere tributes paid to Ginsberg, Abbey, Hoffman, and I.F. 
Stone, as well as a long excerpt from “Scorched Earth” about the bombing 
of Bikini Atoll. The poetry, despite its sympathetic themes, was too close to 
the singsongy greetings of Hallmark for my taste. Loves trading/reviews 
books/free to prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price: $1. Subs: $6. 
V.R. Smith, Cement Squeeze, P.O. Box 2112, Tempe, AZ 85280-2112 (36 
pages/offset/standard/polished/CWB) 

Communist Voice 

Successor to the Worker's Advocate 

Vol. 3, #2, May ’97. The best part of the Communist Voice is how it applies 
its Marxist theories to real world situations. This issue includes many pieces 
about the political and social environments of Cuba and Mexico. The ever 
controversial position of supporting Castro and his regime is examined in a 
long essay. Mark refutes the idea that Cuba is an egalitarian society or even 
socialist and says that the 1959 revolution is over. Then Jim describes his visit 
to the island while Joseph takes a hard look at the potential for a workers’ 
revolution in Mexico. The previous issue is recommended for an excellent 
essay by Pete Brown on the differences between anarchism and Marxism and 
how the First International failed. Selective trades/submissions wanted. 
Price:$3. Subs:$18 for 6 issues. Tim Hall, P.O. Box 13261, Harper Station, 
Detroit, MI 48213-0261 (58 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/CW B) 

Conservatively Incorrect 

The Journal of Hard Response 

#48, June ’97. Rack Jite’s stated goal is to “clobber the Right, keeping in mind 
that entertainment, humor, and fun are the prerequisites for getting people to 
listen.” He couldn’t be more right. In the tradition of the great satirists, he 
makes fun of all the tomfoolery in the White House, the media, and anywhere 
else that people set themselves up for a fall. We hear about Wisconsin’s plunge 
into right-wing “shitism, ” why the Religious Right is so preoccupied with sex. 


Rabble Review 


Encouraging a Healthy Disrespect for Authority 


Welcome to the provocative and sometimes precarious world of 
Rabble-Rousers • Hell-Raisers • Disgruntled Workers • Whistleblowers 
Iconoclasts • Radical Activists • Cultural Outcasts * Anti-Authoritarians 
Corporate Resisters»Dissident Thinkers»Assorted Malcontents 


Send $4 for a sample issue • $16 for one-year subscription 
RABBLE REVIEW • PO Box 4710 • Arlington, VA 22204 
(703) 553-2945 • fax (703) 553-0565 • email: tubounds@erols.com 
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and how Twix bars, not affirmative action, are undermining our society. In 
a piece about how people benefiting from public housing will be forced to 
work two hours a day, Rack suggests some other measures that are only fair. 
How about making CEOs, subsidized farmers, and anyone receiving tax 
credits on a mortgage work in a menial labor position as well? Great roundup 
of news that’s informative and funny to boot. No trades/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$20 for 12 issues. Journal of Hard 
Response, P.O. Box 845, Seabrook, TX 77586—Email: rackjite@ 
worldnet.att.net—URL: http://www.dragonfire.net/~RJ/ (16 pages/xerox/ 
digest/DTPe d/CWB) _ 

D.C Sushi 

The Great Journey of Urine - A Sushi Farewell 

#22, February ’97. A hodgepodge of political, social, satirical writing, mixed 
with a large helping of R. Crumb comics. There’s a rant about tobacco 
companies, honest advice on starting up a band, and a discussion about 
apocalyptic history. This is the last issue of D.C. Sushi, but I’m sure the future 
holds lots of new projects. Loves trading. Price:$2. Jon Fink, Inspired 
Lunacy, 4224 Brandywine St. NW, Basement Apartment, Washington, DC 
20016—Em ail: rmrgl5a@prodigy.com (32 pages/xerox/digest /rough/RSF) 

The Dagger 

#9, August ’97. “Why do we have six times as many prisoners as we did 20 
years ago?” This special issue of The Dagger explores that topic, describes 
jail life firsthand, and proposes a few solutions, not all of which would be 
welcomed by mainstream society. Clifford Mosby’s story should be read by 
everyone who says “If you’ve done nothing wrong, what do you have to worry 
about?” He was accused of hitting a hospital employee and arrested just before 
his surgery. He stubbornly tried to argue his innocence but no one would 
believe him. When he finally learned that security cameras had caught his 
encounter with the woman, and that they showed no such assault, the cops 
were forced to let him go. But they wanted to fuck with him a little more so 
they charged him with resisting arrest. There’s also a piece on the abysmal 
conditions in a county jail, what effect the prison industry has had on one small 
town, increasing corporate use of prison labor, and a great historical gallery 
of famous folks who have stood their ground and faced jailtime. If you are not 
moved in some way or if this does not force you to consider prison reform, 
nothing will. Loves trading/free to prisoners/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$l. Subs:$3 for 3 issues. Peter Rashkin, Pyramid Press, P.O. 
Box 3008, Long Beach, CA 90803—Email: prashkin@wavenet.com—URL: 
http://www.wavenet.com/~prashkin (32 pages/bound newsprint/standard/ 
DTPed/CWB) 
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De-Militarized Zine 

Summer ’97. Resourceful peace activists will find a lot of inspiration from 
this. It’s filled with first-hand accounts of various demonstrations, prison 
alerts, and yes, even an occasional victory. Bre Reiber shares her experience 
protesting the Indonesian Embassy and what it was like to be arrested for the 
first time. Despite the subde tactics used by the cops to harass her and her 
compatriots, their unflappable spirit prevailed. Jessica Phillips-Fein explains 
the idiotic mail policy of many jails. “No photocopied items are allowed to 
be sent to prisoners.” “Tattoo patterns” (whatever those are), are likewise 
banned. Uplifting interviews with ABC No Rio and another with a conscien¬ 
tious objector who is fed up with the military. Far from being another well- 
meaning but fly by night peace zine, these folks are as dedicated to their cause 
as they are to publishing. No trades/reviews books/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2. War Resistors League, 339 Lafayette St., New York, NY 10012- 
Email: wrl@igc.apc.org—URL: http://www.nonviolence.org/wrl (28 pag- 
es/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

Do or Die 

Voices From Earth First! 

#6, July ’97. A sweeping journal that covers so many fundamental topics in 
the environmental and social movements. With Critical Mass and cycling on 
many people’s minds in the States, England has been taking things a step 
further with Reclaim the Streets. Here Do or Die recaps the success of the 
1995 street parties that drew 8,000 people into public space and explains just 
what the movement is about. There are also many reports on ecodefense and 
direct action all over Europe, as well as articles on the California redwoods, 
the history of the Luddites, and a wonderful essay on travel that should be read 
by everyone before starting a journey. Cannot recommend this highly enough 
for provocative and crucial reading. No trades/reviews books/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$5. South Downs EF!, c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury 
Place, Brighton, E. Sussex, BN2 2GY, U.K.—Email: noralud@gn.apc.org 
(118 pages/perfect-bound/digest/professional/CWB) 

♦ The E-Z Activist ♦ 

#3, August ’97. Tracey West, the person who compiles First Person, also 
creates this brief newsletter of ideas for E-Z activism. It’s hard to keep track 
of all the boycotts and protests going on around town, but Tracey tracks down 
wrongs that could be righted with just a simple phone call or letter. She 
describes how methyl bromide, a pesticide used on strawberries, is respon¬ 
sible for 5 -10% of the world’s ozone depletion. Unlike the greenhouse effect, 
where the “experts” are still studying the “theory,” ozone depletion is directly 
linked to skin cancer, immune system dysfunction, and cataracts. Incidences 
of melanoma have increased 1800% since 1930. She suggests that we all send 
a polite letter to A1 Gore requesting that he support a phasing out of methyl 
bromide. Another E-Z action is to cancel your Sprint service in response to 
the mistreatment of workers at a Spanish-language division in San Francisco. 
What a great way of keeping the fires burning. No trades/submissions wanted. 
Price:one stamp. Tracey West, P.O. Box 416, Sparkill, NY 10976—Email: 
purewest@r ockland.net (2 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/6 times a year/RSF) 

Everyone’s Backyard 

Journal of the Grassroots Movement for Environmental 
Justice 

Vol. 15, #\. The Citizen’s Clearinghouse is broadening its focus from toxic 
waste siting to other issues of environmental justice. Their main thrust is on 
building strong communities who are well versed in zoning laws and on 
reporting government/corporate deals conducted behind the public’s back. 
Penny Newman reports on the ongoing saga that is Superfund. Originally 
constructed to aid communities like Love Canal, the fund has been further 
emasculated to make it more fair to polluters. We also hear of the 
government’s reticent admission that the Gulf War Syndrome may actually 
exist. Imagine that. This whole time the Army has been lying about the 
exposure of troops to nerve gas and tried to cover their tracks with “official” 
studies. The Action Line reports on community groups across the country and 
there is more about the fight against dioxin. Grassroots groups will find this 
vital and resourceful reading. No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$3. 
Subs:$25 for 4 issues. CCHW, P.O. Box 6806, Falls Church, VA 22040 (28 
pages/offset/standard/polished/CWB) 

The Fifth Estate 

Vol. 32, # 1, Summer ’97. Fifth Estate has been around a long time and 
consistently delivers some of the best coverage of left politics and thought. I 
was delighted to see this issue’s feature on Russia after the fall of communism. 
Henri Simon recently visited four cities and wrote his impressions of social 
conditions and general life. He deftly reveals the maxims of Russian culture, 
namely that there is always a way around official regulations, and that the line 
between legal and illegal is a matter of perspective. Claudia Walton, author 
of Little Tenement on the Volga investigates the curious role of women in 
Russian society. They do the bulk of the work, yet feel compelled to 
compromise themselves with drunkards and losers. There’s also a first-rate 
piece on anarchist Russian artists, a memorial to Judi Bari, and the history of 
the anarchist black flag. If I had to pick just one political paper to subscribe 
to. Fifth Estate would win hands down. No trades/reviews zines books/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4 issues. Fifth Estate, 4632 
Second Ave., Detroit, MI 48201 (32 pages/loose newsprint/tabloid/polished/ 
CWB) 















First Day 

The MOVE Organization 

#13. Many supporters of Mumia have been at a loss for updates on his appeal 
and the state of his resistance movement. Here in this source publication 
straight from MOVE can be read all the latest on Mumia and the MOVE 9. 
Janine Africa writes an impassioned plea against the death penalty and other 
acts that are somehow legal but still not right. The tribute to Judi Bari makes 
an excellent but brief recap of her struggle, her successes, and the FBI bomb 
that brought her down. A primary source for the teachings of John Africa and 
the story behind the 1978 police attack. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. MOVE/First 
Day, P.O. Box 19709, Philadelphia, PA 19143 (12 pages/bound newsprint/ 
tabloid/DTP ed/CWB) _ 

Kerbloom! 

#6. A wonderful zine created by handset moveable type that’s a welcome 
break from the mountain of gray xerox pages. It’s political in nature, primarily 
from an anarchist perspective, but it approaches each topic from a very 
personal viewpoint. In the fifth issue our editor reported on the Bay Area 
Anarchist Book Fair held last March in San Francisco. It’s a very thoughtful 
view on the current state of anarchist thought and anarchist theory, but it’s the 
personal nature of the essay that makes it so appealing. Issue #6 has a rational 
essay about the problems of property and how housing-for-profit will always 
create authoritarian situations. It’s a tale we can all relate to but with a 
thoughtful insight that we so rarely have. Recommended to people interested 
in politics, book arts, or anyone who appreciates a finely crafted publication. 
Selective trades. Price:$l + stamp. Subs:$6 for 6 issues. Artnoose, 5337 
College Ave. #553, Oakland, CA 94618 (8 pages/letterpress/mini/rough/RSF) 

+ Light On! + 

Vol. l,#7,May ’97. “A strange war rages on the Big Island. This war is over 
a plant and her flowers, and the casualties mount.” Light On! covers the 
devastating effects of the War on Marijuana and general statist abuses in 
Hawai’i. What do you do when attacked by a drunken, wife-beating, out-of- 
uniform police officer? If you live in Hawai’i the answer is to get the shit beat 
out of you, cause if you fight back you’ll go to jail. Plus stupidity from the 
dangerous guardians of public morality, George Soros on the end of 
prohibition, Mena Arkansas, and smoking etiquette. “The truth is a dangerous 
explosive.” No trades/prints letters. Price:$3. Dwight Kondo, Free Sky, 
P.O. Box 2067, Pahoa, HI 96778 (30 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/JP) 

Lip 

#5, June ’97. Brian is really building the momentum behind his zine, bringing 
timely, hot topics to the forefront of discussion. Some of these pieces are 
reprinted, but Brian has retyped everything to make for a tight layout. This 
issue covers the surge in prison labor and how corporations are abandoning 
their foreign sweatshops for inmates and the ability to claim “made in the 
USA.” In the continuing battle for free airwaves, we get the latest on Black 
Liberation Radio and the story of Stephen Dunifer’s landmark judicial case; 
Noam Chomsky eloquently argues that the U.S. economic system is hardly 
rosy; from Project Censored we get the censored stories of 1996; and Rev. 
Keith Gordon gives us some great ideas on maintaining our privacy. This 
issue’s best however, is the introductory piece about trying to sell Lip at a local 
Communist bookstore. The two bozos hanging out there wouldn’t take Lip 
because it didn’t support the RCP line. Too bad they wouldn’t know serious 
political writing if it reached out and grabbed them by their black turtlenecks 
and goatees. Loves trading/reviews zines books music/free to prisoners/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$18 for 6 issues. Brian 
Brasel, 1400 W. Devon#243, Chicago, IL 60660—Email: lip@enteract.com— 
URL: http: //www. NETural. com/1 ip (56 pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/C WB) 

Love & Rage 

Revolutionary Anarchist Newspaper 

Vol. 8, #3, July ’97. In the tradition of the U.P.S. underground newspapers, 
Love & Rage gets the word out on all the critical issues. They follow both 
the domestic and international scenes, providing the readers with articulate 
and timely coverage. “Got Pus?” Hopefully this slogan will soon join the likes 
of “Just Undo It” and “Bob, I’ve got emphysema” in the family of culture 
jamming buzzwords. Here, Mitchell Cohen gets to the bottom of rBGH in a 
damning statement of the dairy industry, the pharmaceutical giants, and 
shortsighted thinking. Almost everyone is familiar with the Black Panthers, 
but what about the Young Lords Party? As Carolyn explains, they were active 
in Puerto Rican communities in New York City and used community actions 
to fight for better conditions. There’s lots more news on the Zaire revolution, 
victories against neo-Nazis, and the student movement at CUNY. If you want 
it in Spanish, just ask for Amor y Rabia. No trades/reviews books/free to 
prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$13 for 6 issues. 
Love and Rage, P.O. Box 853, Stuyvesant Station, New York, NY 10009- 
Email: lnr@ nyxifer.blythe.org (20 pages/loose newsprint/tabloid/po lished/C WB) 

Meander Quarterly 

Newsletter of Evolutionary Anarchists 

Vol. 7, #1, April ’97. As promised. Chuck Munson (of Practical Anarchy) 
has taken over the Meander Quarterly. Chuck is the sixth person to take up 
MQ—past editors have included Ed Stamm, Mike Gunderloy, and Carl 
Bettis. He started it all off with a short look at the history of MQ, detailing 
where its strengths and weaknesses have been. The news section was 
particularly noteworthy, covering such important topics as the fire at Wooden 


Shoe Books, the Bay Area Anarchist Book Fair, and the Active Resistance 
anarchist gathering. Another good feature is the detailed look at the Unabomb- 
er and his/her relationship to anarchism. Loves trading/reviews zines books 
URLs/free to prisoners/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:the usual/ 
donation. Chuck Munson, P.O. Box 179, College Park, MD 20741-0179 (16 
pages/xerox/standard/rough/RSF) 

+ Pressing Times + 

A Publication of Bay Area Alternative Press 

#1, Spring ’97. Like Extra! or Z Magazine, this new publication sets out to 
report the real news, the news behind the news, the news that often gets 
ignored by the mainstream media. They start off with a piece on enterprise 
zones—explaining how they rarely help the community they’re intended to 
help and often hurt the situation. Enterprise zones usually come down to the 
same old pro-business government tactic, give tax breaks to the rich and tell 
the media that it’s all designed to help the poor. There’s also a nice piece on 
the country’s first zine publisher, Thomas Paine and an intriguing analysis of 
how the press coverage of war changed from Vietnam in the ’60s to the Persian 
Gulf War in the ’90s. Price:$5 donation. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. Aaron Peter, 
Bay Area Alternative Press, 1847 Alcatraz Ave., Berkeley, CA 94703 (16 
pages/offset/standard/polished/RSF) 

+ Rabble Review ♦ 

#1, Summer ’97. “Rabble Review is a quarterly zine that will serve as a voice 
for the ideas and activities of the provocative and sometimes precarious world 
of rabble-rousers, corporate resisters, whistleblowers, radical activists, 
disgruntled workers, anti-authoritarians, iconoclasts, cultural outcasts, dissi¬ 
dent thinkers, and other assorted malcontents.” Tom Wheeler previously 
published Out of Bounds, but let that one fall by the wayside as his time got 
eaten up by temp work wage slavery. It was at one of these non-descript temp 
jobs that Tom uncovered some documents linking an “independent campaign 
watchdog group” to Philip Morris and the tobacco lobby. Always the rabble- 
rouser, Tom exposed this link to the media and ended up in the Washington 
Post and ABC News. This premier issue has the complete story of these events, 
offering encouragement to other hesitant whistleblowers out there. Lots of 
other articles here, like behavior modification at brain-dead customer service 
jobs, wellness propaganda from KFC, employees forced into political 
lobbying by their employers, and the complete story of punk rocker Johny 
Rebel’s trademark lawsuit against Tom. Selective trades/reviews zines books 
music/submissions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$16 for 4 issues. Tom Wheeler, 
P.O. Box 4710, Arlington, VA 22204—Email: twbounds@erols.com (48 
pages/bound newsprint/standard/polished/RSF) 
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The RaceMixer 

Miscegenation at its finest! 

Spring ’97. Articulate and sharply produced zine for folks who fight hate and 
race group's. Lately it seems there has been a spate of ex-neo-Nazis who are 
willing to tell their story and explain how they were caught up in the tide of 
racial hatred. Here, Scott Britt explains what attracted him to the movement 
and how he eventually got out. Then there’s a well-reasoned essay by Arlene 
Stein explaining how the lesbian/gay community and the Christian Right have 
each appropriated Holocaust terminology for their own ends. Robert Brenner 
gives us another side of the skinhead scene by explaining the history of mods, 
rude boys, nazi skins and SHARPS, and how the media so often confuses 
them. Price:$2???. CALC/CAH, P.O. Box 10837, Eugene, OR 97740- 
Email: cahstaff@aol.com (16 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

+ Revolutionary Times + 

#1. Oriented more towards news reporting than 
heavy-handed propaganda, RT makes a great 
source of information. This is the first time I’ve 
seen the small-press cover the insane pyramid 
scandal that toppled Albania’s government and 
economy. President Barisha went on television 
urging people to invest their savings and ultimate¬ 
ly people got just what they deserved for believing 
what was on TV and for trusting their govern¬ 
ment. There’s also an intelligent interview with 
Jello Biafra, a tribute to Judi Bari, and reports of 
government crackdowns ranging from English 
snitch lines to FBI computer fingerprinting. 

Price:$l???. Revolutionary Times, P.O. Box 
31231, Cincinnati, OH 45231 (8 pages/loose 
newsprint/tabloid/DTPed/CWB) 

Slingshot 

#58, Summer ’97. Locally based papers like these 
are fast becoming my favorite zines to read. They 
set up and support a political information network 
that keeps people aware of what’s really going on. 

Here in the Bay Area Slingshot! mixes local 
coverage with national and international news. 

The feature on microbroadcasters was really ex¬ 
citing: we got an update on Free Radio Berkeley 
as well as news from other stations in India, 

Guatemala, and Texas. Other pieces detail nuclear 
siting, Native American rights, and the (il)legality 
of midwifery. Vital for area folks involved in the 
environment, cycling, or civil rights. Selective 
trades/reviews zines/free to prisoners/prints let¬ 
ters/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$5 for 5 
issues. Long Haul, Attn: Slingshot, 3124 Shattuck 
Ave., Berkeley, CA 94705 (16 pages/loose news- 
print/ tabloid /DTPed/CWB) _ 

Social Anarchism 

A Journal of Theory and Practice 

#23, 1997. Highly readable and engaging journal that considers a number of 
contemporary issues in our society. It’s not devoted strictly to political thought 
but takes a broader view of modern issues. The lead story gives a global 
perspective to the microbroadcasting movement. Given a big push by Mbanna 
Kantako in Illinois, the movement has now spread to Berkeley, Haiti, and 
Chiapas. There’s also a lengthy discussion of post-Westernist thought in the 
anarchist movement that attempts to draw in elements of quantum physics and 
newer perceptions of the way the world works. The many lengthy book 
reviews are excellent reading. No trades/reviews books/prints letters/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:$4. Subs:$14 for 4 issues. Atlantic Center for Research, 
2743 Maryland Ave., Baltimore, MD 21218—Email: sociala@ 
nothingness.org—URL: http://www.nothingness.org/sociala/ (111 pages/ 
offset/journal/professional/CWB) 

Spartacus 

Journal of Revolutionary Action and Thought 

#4, Summer ’97. Race-conscious revolutionary text that would make wonder¬ 
ful fodder for debate. I don’t know exactly where the editor’s sympathies lie, 
but he certainly presents some rare and controversial opinions. This issue has 
more material on Klan collaboration with the Black separatist movement. John 
Baumgardner shares his unique experience of being invited to a sometimes 
hostile Black radical congress. As one of only two white attendees, he had 
balls to stick around, especially after he was singled out and the keynote 
speaker threatened to turn off the lights while the crowd took care of the 
“crackers” in the room. Selective trades/reviews zines books videos music/ 
prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Spartacus 
Press, P.O. Box 2712, Hearst, ON POL 1N0, Canada (24 pages/xerox/half- 
legal/rough/CWB) 

+ Subversion + 

#21. Right off the bat, Subversion tells you clearly where they stand. They 
are pro-Communist and against nationalism, trade unions, capitalism, and 
participating in elections. Since the zine was born out of a discussion group. 


I can imagine the fun they had just debating those points. The article here about 
green capitalism was vital. The author points out that technology and science 
are far from being neutral entities usable by any political regime. Instead, they 
are integral parts of capitalism and would noi fare well under a mature 
egalitarian system. Subversion, Dept. 10, 1 Newton St., Manchester, Ml 
1HW, U.K.—Email: knightrose@geocities.com—URL: http:// 
www. geocities. com/Athens/Acropolis/8195 (18 pages/xerox/euro-standard/ 
rough/CWB)_ 

♦ Sweat ♦ 

Independent Labor Magazine of North America 

#1, Summer ’97. Frank pulls together an informative and sharply designed 
zine that concentrates on conventional labor relations. Hello, here’s some 
good news: California is eliminating time and a half for working over eight 
hours a day. That means temps can be forced to work ten or twelve hour days 
without overtime, and be replaced before reach¬ 
ing the week’s forty hour maximum. Then it’s 
down south to see how NAFTA allows damnable 
collusion between U.S. businesses and the Mex¬ 
ican government to blatantly shaft the workers. 
No trades/reviews zines/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2. Subs:$15 for 4 issues. Frank McMur- 
ray, P.O. Box 410724, San Francisco, CA94141- 
0724—Email: sweat@sfo.com—URL: http:// 
www. sfo. com/ * sweat (44 pages/xerox/brochure/ 
DTPed/CWB)_ 

♦ Twilight in Turkey ♦ 

#4, Summer ’97. This Chicago-based group ad¬ 
vocates the abolition of work, while seeking a 
more diverse and playful culture. There are lots of 
reprints from other sources combined with orig¬ 
inal texts and subverted Sunday funnies. One 
piece takes a long look at left-right synthesis used 
by such groups as the Lyndon La Rouche Party 
and the European Third Positionists. Movements 
like these are particularly devious as they often 
appeal to many classes of people while hiding 
their conservative agendas. Loves trading/re¬ 
views zines books. Price donation. Ken, P.O. 
Box 476738, Chicago, IL 60647-6738 (43 pages/ 
xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

♦ Universe of Truancy ♦ 

A Guide to the Top Level of Anchorage 
Alaska City Government 

#1, April/May 1997. A zine about Anchorage 
Alaska’s city council—who woulda thunk it would 
be a great read? Susan Boren was upset with 
Anchorage’s proposed truancy law, so she watched 
the city council (called the Assembly) very closely 
for several meetings, and came away with this excellent and amazingly 
entertaining guide to the reality of city government. She kept a journal with 
great anecdotes about drunks interrupting meetings, citizens begging for 
money as their statement on budget issues, and verbal attacks on gay groups. 
One entry is “Potty-Mouth Mayor Fights to Get Swell New Job for Crooked 
Crony.” Of course there is a lot on the truancy law, which she fought 
(unsuccessfully) to block. Plus lots of solid info on how to get a speaking slot 
at a hearing, the format of meetings, and how to reach members. Susan is no 
fan of high school, and she shows that a motivated individual can put out a 
funny, insightful, and—yes, educational zine that beats any textbook. No 
trades/submissions wanted. Price:the usual. Susan Boren, P.O. Box 243961, 
Anchorage, AK 99524-3961 (28 pages/offset/half-legal/polished/MS) 

The Voluntaryist 

One Takes Care of the Means the Ends Take care of Itself 

#87, August ’97. Each issue of this thoughtful newsletter features one or two 
lengthy essays about the value of privatization and the role volunteerism plays 
in its strength. There’s a really good piece in here (submitted anonymously) 
about the history of the Internet and how computer technology has radically 
altered our ability to maintain our privacy. The author revealed how 
government-sponsored computer research has developed systems that can 
monitor thousands of phone lines simultaneously, waiting for certain key¬ 
words to be spoken which triggers a recording procedure. In another essay, 
Carl Warner told us of several charities that refuse to accept government 
handouts. He encourages other to support these groups with the hopes that it 
will turn other organizations against public funds. Surprisingly all the groups 
selected had strong religious affiliations which indicates that they could very 
well be benefiting from the multitude of tax laws that benefit religious 
institutions. No trades/prints letters. Price:$4. Subs:$18 for 6 issues. Carl 
Watner, The Voluntaryists, P.O. Box 1275, Gramling, SC 29348 (8 pages/ 
xerox/standard/DTPed/RSF) 

Washington Free Press 

Puget Sound's Independent Journal of News & Culture 

#29, August ’97. Thank God for papers like the Washington Free Press. 
Reading it gives me hope that people still care enough to work at improving 
things. The main story is Phil Kaplan’s incredible expose of the horrible labor 


♦ Leftward Ho! ♦ 

An Anti-Corporate Rag 

#1, January ’97. Sorta like a local freebie except 
Robert distributes his political commentary some¬ 
what seditiously—placing them in Village Voice 
bins, leaving them in laundromats, and by handing 
them out to commuters getting on the subway. It’s 
a collection of thoughtful political rants that often 
see the world in a unique, refreshing way. I love 
the piece about the crash of TWA flight 800. As 
Robert explains here, airline liability is limited to 
$75,000 per passenger, unless the crash can be 
attributed to “willful misconduct” like poor main¬ 
tenance or construction. So with $1 billion in 
liability suits hanging over their heads, Boeing and 
TWA are scrambling to find evidence which links 
this crash to a terrorist attack. I find it so shocking 
that they’ll spend billions to protect airplanes from 
terrorist attack, but not a dime on new airplanes or 
safe repairs. Robert also wrote an incredible 
expose on New York’s workfare program and how 
without promotions, overtime, and sick leave, it’s 
essentially slave labor. He really did his homework 
here and revealed the incredible regulations that 
Clinton, Pataki, and Guliani have concocted for the 
poorest of the poor in New York. Unfortunately I 
haven’t seen a new copy of this “monthly” since 
the first issue was sent back in January. 
Price:stamps. Robert Wallace, c/o Graduate Stu¬ 
dent Council, NAC Building Rm. 1/113,138th St. 
and Convent Ave., New York, NY 10031 (4 pages/ 
xerox/half-legal/polished/12 times a year/RSF) 
















practices in the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Marina Islands. This tiny group of islands near the 
Philippines is a commonwealth of the United States 
so garments manufactured there are often labeled 
“Made in the USA.” Unfortunately standard U.S. 
labor laws are non-existent, and the companies are 
able to run the factories virtually free of govern¬ 
ment oversight. Lots more shorter bits on the 
media’s love affair with free trade, toxins that are 
produced during paper manufacturing, and an 
inside look at cosmetic sales in Japan. Price:$2. 
Subs:$12 for 6 issues. Free Press Collective, 1463 
E. Republican St., Suite 178, Seattle, WA 98112- 
Email: freepres@scn.org—URL: http:// 
www.speakeasy.org/wfp (20 pages/bound news- 
print/tabloid/polished/RSF) 

♦ Zapata Rides + 

#1. Unlike many zines that report on current 
events, this one is singularly devoted to Chiapas 
and the EZLN, giving the history and motivation 
behind the conflict. Predicting mass unrest and a 
U.S.-backed civil war to protect corporate inter¬ 
ests, the publishers want to act now to support the 
EZLN before things escalate further. They present 
two interviews with Subcomandante Marcos, de¬ 
tail the current U.S. military involvement in Chi¬ 
apas, and explode many myths about the revolu¬ 
tionary force. Price:$3. N.O.T., 1305 S. Rock¬ 
ford, Tulsa, OK 74120-5224 (28 pages/xerox/ 
digest/rough/CWB) 


OTHER ZINES 


AMSTERDAM CHRONICLE #3, March ’97. Per¬ 
sonal observations about Dutch political issues of the 
day, such as drug use, racial tensions, and social 
spending. The Chronicle seems most concerned with 
the dope that coffee shops sell, blaming drug lords for 
wielding too much power. Price:$5. Subs:$25 for 6. 
Grace Hogan, Kanaalstraat 66 huis, 1054 XK Amster¬ 
dam, Holland. Loves trading. (20/digest/rough/CWB) 

[61] _ 

ANY TIME NOW Vol. 3, #1, Summer ’97. In some 
ways this makes a fine introduction to anarchism with 
its essay on what the movement seeks and what its 
principles are. But it would be nice to include a 
discussion of anarchy in practice and a further elucida¬ 
tion of their aims. Price:$l. Dick Martin, Affinity 
Place, Argenta, BC VOG1B0, Canada. Selective trades. 

(6/standar d/rough/CWB) _ 

BAD BROADSIDE #16. Joe Peacot’s occasional broad¬ 
side of anarchist thought and theory. In this one he 
tackles a complex issue for many anarchists—the one of 
gun control. While many view guns as a danger to 
society that must be controlled, anarchists are against 
any sort of governmental controls or restrictions. Joe 
takes the traditional road by describing how guns are 
often used for personal protection. Price:SASE???. Joe 
Peacot, Boston Anarchist Drinking Brigade, P.O. Box 
1323, Cambridge, MA 02238. Loves trading. (1/legal/ 
rough/RSF) [58] 

BLACK AUTONOMY Vol. 3, #4. Outspoken zine for 
Black liberation that runs a regular column by Mumia 
and keeps up to date with local and world events. 
Seattle residents will no doubt be alarmed by the 
historical collection of police terrorism in their city. 
There’s also news of the release of Black Panther 
Geronimo Pratt. Price:$l. Subs:$10 for 6. Black Au¬ 
tonomy, 323 Broadway Ave. E. Box 914, Seattle, WA 
98102. Sel ective trades. (16/standard/DTPed/ CWB) [61] 
CLAUSTROPHOBIA #8, Summer ’97. With the move 
to Baltimore, Claustrophobia is jumping heavily into 
local politics, or rather how federal policies effect their 
particular area. Their story is by no means unique, as 
communities across the U.S. are being faced with 
downtowns that are nearly empty and ridiculous em¬ 
ployment efforts that do more harm than good. Price:the 
usual. Claustrophobia, P.O. Box 1721, Baltimore, MD 
21203 (16/ tabloid/DTPed/CWB) [59] 

THE CONNECTION #222, July ’97. A dense apa- 
zine of political writing from some of the leading 
figures in the political/zine underground. David Hosc- 
heidt criticized the Canadian health care system, Woo¬ 
drow Welling wrote about the origins of the American 
militia movement, and Jim Stumm presented his own 
analysis of the future of the American economy. 
Price:$2.50. Subs:$20 for 8. Erwin S. Strauss, 13107- 
B Autumn Woods Way, Fairfax, VA 22033 (48/stan- 
dard/rough/RSF) [57] 


COPROLITE #2. The Coprolite team has collected 
these reprints in case you missed them the first time. 
There are stories on the Lesbian Avengers, the sham 
War on Drugs, anti-vivisection, body acceptance, and 
Leonard Peltier. A few original stories on the testing of 
the Pill and sexual labeling. Price:$l + 3 stamps. Katia 
Roberto, 12837 S. Division St., Blue Island, IL 60406- 
2203. Loves trading. (32/half-legal/raw/CWB) 
DISCUSSION BULLETIN #84, August ’97. This 
stripped-down political zine features thoughtful discus¬ 
sions about the future of our political landscape. They’ve 
very open to submissions of opposing viewpoints which 
earns my respect. Irving Silvey continued his essay on 
creating an integrated worker skill mix and Frank 
Girard presented a balanced review of Bob Black’s 
latest book. Price:request/$l. Subs:$3 for 6. Discus¬ 
sion Bulletin Committee, P.O. Box 1564, Grand Rap¬ 
ids, MI 49 501 (32/half-legal/DTPed/RSF) [56] 
EIGHTBALL #1. By now, this recap of the Borders 
union drive and the store’s run-in with Michael Moore 
is pretty dated. Regardless, it’s a good look at the 
efforts of one store to bolster its work force and learn 
just what organized labor is about. Christien Gholson, 
1059 27th St., Des Moines, IA 50311 (16/half-legal/ 
rough/CWB) 

ESOFEA REPORT #410, April ’97. A basic political 
zine by a student who is very angry over the govern¬ 
ment’s war on drugs. Mostly reprints this time—about 
the importance of medical marijuana and the problems 
with Clinton’s war on drugs. Price:free. Michael R. 
McKibbin, Esofea Report, RR 2, Westby, WI 54667- 
9892 (8/standard/raw/RSF) 

FOOD NOT BOMBS April ’97. This collection of 
newsclips, rants, flyers, recipes, local newsletters, and 
press releases allows you to keep up with everything 
that Food Not Bombs has been doing. They’ve been 
expanding to cities all over the place, but are facing 
legal restrictions in Atlanta, Burlington, and Seattle. 
Price:$5. Subs:$30 for 6. Food Not Bombs, 3145 
Geary Blvd. #12, San Francisco, CA 94118 (48/stan- 
dard/DTPed/RSF) [59] 

THE FREEDOM WRITER Vol. 14, #5, June ’97. A 
very readable newsletter exploring the actions and 
agenda of the Christian Right. The big news is Ralph 
Reed and his resignation from the Christian Coalition. 
Before he steps down he’s busily working on his so- 
called “Samaritan Project,” and here they dissect all its 
insidious objectives. Subs:$25 for 6. Institute for First 
Amendment Studies, P.O. Box 589, Great Barrington, 
MA 01230 (8/standard/DTPed/RSF) [59] 
GROUNDSWELL Vol. 3, #2, July ’97. Monthly 
newsletter that manages a few spots of humor among its 
leftist essays. In June, Ben Price proposed a new vision 
for liberal politics and we get a sharp piece criticizing 
NAFTA from the Native American perspective. The 
July issue has a long interview with Tom Wheeler who 
recently started up the zine Rabble Review. Price:$l. 
Subs:$10 for 12. Thomas C. Mullian, P.O. Box 174, 
Prospect Park, PA 19076-1307. Loves trading. (12/ 
standard/rough/CWB) [59] 

KLEINTJE MUURKRANT #308, April ’97. A left¬ 
ist, anti-fascist newsletter from Holland that’s all in 
Dutch. Mostly local news and commentary with pieces 
on Blavatsky and Theosophy, ELF, and political fac¬ 
tions. Kleintje MuurKrant, Postbus 703, 5201 AS 
DenBosch, Netherlands (6/tabloid/DTPed/C WB) [55] 
LIBERTARIAN LABOR REVIEW #21, Spring ’97. 
For those who want to take their political debate a step 
further and challenge themselves with the conceptual 
underpinnings of revolution, this would make an excel¬ 
lent start. The report on the Progressive Caucus was 
frustrating to read. Out of all those politicians claiming 
to be progressive, only a few have the integrity to stand 
their ground. Price:$3. Subs:$12 for 4. Libertarian 
Labor Review, P.O. Box 2824, Champaign, IL 61825. 
Loves trading. (41/standard/DTPed/CWB) [56] 

LIVE AND LET LIVE #12, April ’97. It’s been a 
while since I’ve seen a new issue of Live and Let Live 
but I guess James was busy with JND Pseudozine. This 
latest issue is a bit different from previous outings in 
that it’s primarily discussions of similarly aligned pub¬ 
lications and organizations. It’s an unusual mix of 
animal rights and libertarian-oriented groups that is 
sure to raise a few eyebrows. Price:50C + stamp. 
Subs:$3 for 4. James N. Dawson, P.O. Box 613, 
Redwood Valley, CA 95470. Loves trading. (10/di- 

gest/rough /RSF) [61] _ 

MOUTH Vol. 8, #2, August ’97. This outspoken 
disability empowerment magazine is required reading 
for all, especially able-bodied people. Through angry 


and inspiring essays they report on the latest news 
affecting people in the disabled community. This issue 
is devoted to escape—escape from Kansas nursing 
homes, escape from shame, and escape from Tennes¬ 
see’s “developmental” lockups. Price:$3. Subs:$32for 
6. Lucy Gwin, Free Hand Press, 61 Brighton St., 
Rochester, NY 14607 (64/standard/professional/RSF) [60] 
NORTH COAST XPRESS Vol. 5, #3, Apr./May. 
’97. This is always an informative, illuminating read on 
social issues. This time there’s a tribute marking the 
passing of Earth Firstler Judi Barri; Gary Webb and the 
CIA-contra connection to crack in America; and a Jerry 
Brown article on the Drug War. Well written and 
researched articles that nearly turn me into a liberal 
activist. Price:$2.50. Subs:$20 for 6. North Coast 
Xpress, P.O. Box 1226, Occidental, CA 95465. Selec¬ 
tive trades. (46/standard/polished/TOM) 

THE PRAGMATIST Vol. 12, #6, June ’97. A long- 
running libertarian newsletter that provides an outlet 
for a wide range of political voices and opinions. In this 
one, Carlos Hollow reports on the work of the Institute 
for Justice, a public-interest law firm that is fighting for 
the rights of privately run vans to service low income 
commuters in Brooklyn. Subs:$12 for 6. The Pragma¬ 
tist, P.O. Box 392, Forest Grove, PA 18922. Loves 
trading. (16/standard/DTPed/RSF) [57] 

PRISON LEGAL NEWS Vol. 8, #6, June ’97. An in- 
depth monthly magazine that reports on the legal 
ramifications of American prisons—worthwhile for those 
inside and out. Ken Silverstein wrote a vital piece on 
prison privatization, and how this is a boon for politi¬ 
cians and stockholders but a disaster for U.S. citizens. 
Price:Donation/$5. Subs:$12 for 12. Prisoners’ Legal 
News, P.O. Box 1684, Lake Worth, FL 33460 (24/ 
standard/rough/RSF) [58] 

SCHNEWS#126, July ’97. An angry, activist-oriented 
newsletter with a perspective somewhere between anar¬ 
chism and radical labor. It’s published every week in 
Brighton, but doesn’t limit itself to just local issues. 
This one reports on how the police are taking a law 
designed to protect women from stalkers and using it 
against animal-rights activists. Issue #125 had informa¬ 
tion on the Bilderberg Group, while issue #124 covered 
theMcLibel trial. Price:IRCs. On-the-fiddle, P.O. Box 
2600, Brighton, E. Sussex, BN2 2DX, U.K. (4/euro- 
standard/DTPed/RSF) [61] 

THE SHADOW #41. More reports of New York 
squats being demolished by the city. This time they 
destroyed the building at 537-539 East Fifth Street. 
Samuel Delany turns reporter as he describes a slimy 
“partnership” plan which is destroying community 
gardens and putting up high-priced rental buildings in 
its place. This issue also has moving tributes to Allen 
Ginsberg and Judy Bari. Price:$2. Subs:$15 for 10. 
Chris Flash, Shadow Press, P.O. Box 20298, Peter 
Stuyvesant, New York, NY 10009 (24/tabloid/DTPed/ 
RSF) [61] 

THE TREE-HUGGER Vol. 2, #2. Politically savvy 
newsletter that reports on logging practices and the 
latest bills to be introduced to Congress. In this one 
Wayne wrote about television and the role it plays in 
controlling society. Issue 12 was a special year-in- 
review issue. Price:$1.50. Subs:$15 for 12. Wayne 
“Ponderosa” Packwood, HC 85, Box 246, Myrtle 
Point, OR 97458-9770 (20/standard/rough/CWB) [61] 
TRUTH AND VIRTUE Vol. 3,#1, March ’97. Essays 
that bring politics down to the relevance of daily life. 
Rylander Waldo IV complains about his apparent black¬ 
listing from teaching because he didn’t fit the proper 
gender or minority status that the schools were looking 
for. Lots of long book reviews that get to the heart of 
each title. Price:$2.50. Subs:$10. Will Kolodzie, 5912 
Veverly Dr. W. #3181, Fort Worth, TX 76132-2727. 
Selective trades. (28/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

TURNING THE TIDE Vol. 10, #2, Summer ’97. 
P.A.R.T. works to expose the unstated roles of the 
police, jails, and the court to keep Blacks and other 
minorities in check. In this issue they report on the 
progress of the Anti-Racist Action and the freedom 
recently gained by political prisoner Geronimo ji Jaga. 
Price:$4. People Against Racist Terror, P.O. Box 
1055, Culver City, CA 90232-1055 (24/tabloid/pol- 

ished/RSF) [59]_ 

YOWL #2, April ’97. Not restricted by any one 
political philosophy, Jennifer just writes about what she 
feels. Through collages, rants, factoids, and newsclips 
she presents commentary about birth control, animal 
rights, and body image. Price:$l + stamp. Subs:$6for 
4. Jennifer Collins, P.O. Box 687, Station Q, Toronto, 
ON M4T 2N5, Canada. Selective trades. (20/digest/ 
raw/RSF) [60] 
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QUEER 


Larry-Bob has been documenting the 
explosion of zines by gays, lesbians, and 
bisexuals for several years. The following zines 
have been published since the last issue of 
Factsheet Five. For the complete list, check 
out Queer Zine Explosion. “Nothing should 
be assumed about anybody’s sexuality 
including your own.” 

Androzine 

#20. The longest-running queer zine, Androzine is mostly written in French. 
It includes information on queer bands like Team Dresch, reviews of queer 
zines, an article on “Homoland,” a twice-yearly gathering of left-wing gays, 
and anarchists, plus international gay news. Price:$4 cash. B. Peuportier, BP 
192, 75673 Paris, Cedex 13, France (38 pages/euro-standard/ LR) 

♦ Assume Nothing ♦ 

Wow, a book of Liliane comix! It’s about time! This collection includes 
reprints of hard-to-find stories featuring our favorite bi dyke comic heroine, 
and some previously unseen work like “Breeders Too” in which Liliane feels 
her biological clock ticking and actually contemplates getting pregnant. 
Price:$12. Leanne Franson, C.P. 274, Succ Place du Parc, Montreal, PQ 
H2W 2N8, Canada (88 pages/standard/5 times a year/LR) 

Boy Trouble 

#3, Summer ’97. We finally get another issue of this fabulous anthology of 
queer comix edited by Robert (Strange Looking Exile) Kirby and David 
(Steven’s Comics) Kelly. Kicking it off is David Kelly’s tale of his first queer 
love. It was his first summer away from home and he spotted a very cute guy 
in the painting studio. Their romance only lasted a few weeks and by the end 
of the summer he got accepted to art school. Robert Kirby’s contribution is 
a story from Rhino about shooting coke for the first time and having a blurry 
night of sex. Other artists making an appearance include Jamie Cortez, 
Michael Fahy, Andy Hartell, and Tim Piotrowski. No trades/prints letters/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$3. David Kelly, 1122 E. Pike St. #992, Seattle, 
WA98122—Email: dkpress@aol.com—URL: http://www.visi.com/~oprai- 
rie/ (32 pages/offset/half-legal/polished/RSF) 

Boy’s Own 

The FTM Newsletter 

#22. Boy’s Own is a publication by and for female-to-male transsexuals. An 
attempt by a bigot to expose a family which includes transsexuals instead 
reveals a supportive community; a letter from the Czech republic states that 
the situation for transsexuals there is fairly good; disability and the FTM; 
resource information. Price:2 IRCs/donation. FTM Network, BM Network, 
London, W C1N 3XX, U.K. (20 pages/digest/LR) _ 

Dirty 

#9. The big feature this issue is an article on gays in rap. Chris cuts through 
the bullshit of all that “who’s the gay rapper?” stuff. Also in this issue, 
Chicklet gives advice on sex in cyberspace; C. Bard Cole contributes a story 
about a couple kids who steal a car from a gay guy; Chris gives us a Dirty Diary 
of his true sex adventures and the story “How Macho Got His Name.” 
Price:$3.75. Chris Leslie, Box 1697, New York, NY 10009-Email: 
riotboyyy@aol.com—URL: http://www.banjee.com (48 pages/digest/4 times 
a year/LR) 


Laws Set Boundaries *Love Overcomes 

North American Man/Boy Love Association 
supports men & boys drawn to relationships that cross 
the boundaries of generations. We are for real and 

NAMBLA bulletin 

provoking news, fiction, poetry, 
graphic art, and hope. 

When did YOU decide? 
10 issues/$35 ($50 int'l) 
or send $5 for sample to: 
NAMBLA / Dept FF 
PO Box 174 Midtown Sta. 
New York, NY 10018 USA 


Dragazine 

#10. Featured on the cover in living color is Vaginal Davis, who is featured 
in an interview. This issue also has an article by DeAundra Peek (including 
one of her famous recipes using Vienner Sausages). Other interview subjects 
include Thom Collins, the Lady Chablis, Lindsey Cochran, Mark Davis’ 
mom Mavis, Alexis Del Lago, Pam Teflon, and the Linguine Sisters. Plus 
there’s full color mug shots from Wigstock West and beauty and costume tips. 
Price:$5.95. Dragazine, Box 461795, West Holly wood, CA 90046 (48 pages/ 
standard/2 times a year/LR) 

DWAN 

#21. This issue starts off with a fascinating interview with writer Giti Thadani 
about reclaiming Hinduism for women and lesbians. Dwan is largely a poetry 
zine, and in this issue Donny opens up the editing process by interspersing 
comments and letters from poets with their poems. Price:$2. Donny Smith, 
Box 411, Bellefonte, PA 16823 (36 pages/digest/LR) 

Dyke Tyke 

#2. Who says that a guy can’t make a lesbian zine? Rich has amassed quite 
a collection of pictures of lesbians—no porn stuff in this zine, though. Plus 
a list of “gay” characters in classic TV shows and lyrics for girl-to-girl love 
songs from supposedly straight bands. Price:$4. Rich, 100 Day St. #1, 
Boston, MA 02130-1105 (58 pages/standard/LR) 

Fanorama 

#15. Reb reprints his diary from age 15 in 1972, the year he first had sex with 
a guy. It’s illustrated with color photos of the young Reb, and pictures of 
current events from the era. There’s also a run-down of contemporary events 
and pop culture. Price:$5. Fanorama, Suite 241, 500 Waterman Ave., East 
Providence, RI 02914 (48 pages/half-legal/LR) _ 

Fat Girl 

A zine for fat dykes and the women who want them 
#7. Fat Girl, published by “an eclectic collective of fat dykes,” is a great 
hybrid of hot, sexy pictorials, pointed political articles, and erotic fiction. The 
forum in this issue is on Butchness, with four smart hutches giving us the 
goods on everything from how fat impacts butchness to the joys of femme 
undies. Of course, there are plenty of hot butches in the photo spreads as well. 
And those of you with a big of foot fetish will relish this issue’s 9-page (!) 
photo spread on sexy shoes. Yumm. Price:$5. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. Fat Girl, 
2215-RMarketSt.,#193, SanFrancisco, CA94114—Email: kiboko@igc.org 
(70 pages/standard/polished/MLW) 

4 Gag Rule + 

Zine of queer culture and law 

#1. Seus writes about surviving the attempted brainwashing she was subjected 
to in law school. Topics here include an essay on having a transgressive sexual 
identity; queer culture and the privilege of whiteness; an open letter to 
Governor Pataki saying that the CUNY Law School is a breeding ground for 
leftists; differences between queer culture and law; not fitting into the assigned 
role (aren’t queers supposed to work in the AIDS unit of a legal service 
agency?); the way the government gives the taxpayers’ money to money- 
lending institutions; 21st Century Cyberdyke comics. It’s all illustrated with 
fun strips of photo-booth pictures. Price:$?. S. Bartone, 133 8 Ave. #1-F, 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 (22 pages/standard/LR) 

Gerbil 

A Queer Culture Zine 

#7. Interviews with queer pioneers Allen Ginsberg and Harry Hay; AIDS 
dissident John Lauritsen expounds the “Risk-AIDS hypothesis”; drag queen 
Mona Foot; winners of the Gerbil poetry competition. This is a nicely 
designed zine with judicious use of color and spot illustrations. Price:$3. 
Gerbil, Box 10692, Rochester, NY 14610—Email: gerbilzine@aol.com— 
URL: http://www.multicom.org/gerbil/gerbil.htm (32 pages/half-legal/4 
times a year/LR) 

+ Jelli Comix ♦ 

#1. An anthology of “dykey” comics from all over, published out of Australia. 
The printing uses some color and metallic inks, adding a nic touch to the 
design. Cover art by G.B. Jones; Miriam English contributes computer- 
oriented comix; Katrin Kremler explores the portable phone as a sex toy; Bex 
Nioni demystifies leather (yes, it comes from animals!); Jimini contributes the 
story of the Stella expedition, a crew of intergalactic anarchofeminist 
cyberpunks; Cowgirl explores the moral quandary of piercing for animals; In 
Karen Selby’s “Pulp Friction,” a gay neighborhood is about to fall victim to 
the wrecking ball; Wolf draws strange creatures like the boreocrat; reprints 
of comix by Sarit and Fish; Irene Mulder illustrates lesbian sadomasochism; 
Karen Kinder contributes a wordless, surreal strip about a delivery person; 
back cover art by Marion Conrow. Price:$5 Australian. Send email to 
voltpuss@cat.org. au for ordering information.—URL: http: //www.cat. org. au/ 
mags/rev-puss.htm (36 pages/comic/LR) 

+ Kink + 

Kinky queer grr/y sexy 

#1. A little collection of interesting stuff on sex-related topics like Bob 
Flanagan. There’s also a shoe gag, that wacky Marine piercing ritual, a group 
of men into mud and other sloppy stuff, and bearded ladeez. Issue #2 has stuff 
on watersports, a first sex experience, a Christian tract in which a kid spanks 























his dad, and a femme bitch top paperdoll. Price:$l. Kink, 33 Romford Road, 
Stratford, London, E15 4LY, U.K.—Email: charlotte@ylwde.demon.co.uk 
(2 pages/oversized/LR) 

4-Like Cinderella + 

Fanzine of Bitch Hips, the “trannie-indie band.” I know so little about the 
existence of this band, this whole thing could be a joke despite the pictures. 
I have never been to a show where the stage has the motto “Dykes rule! Dykes 
take over the world!” on it, so what do I know? The two aren’t even dykes, 
I guess. There’s Santosh, “a not gay gay person” and Ella, ” a fake but totally 
real gi(rr)rl.” Sheesh, I’m confused about my own gender, now. Apparently, 
there are Bitch Hips pages on the Internet, apparently posted by their rabid 
fans among the Japanese girl set. Go find your own answers and tell me. This 
volume reprints a cross country e-mail exchange between the role-challenging 
duo about their different reasons and obstacles to getting laid. Santosh’s first 
stint as a homosexual prostitute in Canada is in there. I even learned something 
about myself in the sentence, “as a strait [sic] man, he has a high tendency to 
be unobservant and wrought with self-denial. ” That’s probably why I always 
get lost and don’t want to ask for directions. The centerfold is a cool “Anatomy 
ofaShemale Rocker.” Suitable for my wall, I’d say. Price: $4. Ella Frederick/ 
Santosh Isaac, 1740 N. Maplewood 1W, Chicago, IL 60647 (44 pages/digest/ 
DTPed/TOM)_ 

+ Muffmonsters on Prozac + 

#2, July ’97. Ruth’s got a collaborator on the zine now, Terry, hence the 
subtitle “with Fagboys on Lozac.” Contents include a rough guide for 
cyberqueer wannabes; dyke icon Xena; an anti-Andrew Sullivan article; a trip 
to Manhattan; Sister Rage and Nice Nun comic; and an article on Lydia 
Lunch. Price:$2+postage. Ruth McCarthy, P.O. Box 44, Belfast, BT 1, N. 
Ireland—Email: muffmonsters@hotmail.com (28 pages/xerox/euro-standard/ 
LR) _ 

♦ Nice Animal ♦ 

til . This is a zine of writing and art about male sexuality. Matt Handscombe’s 
essay “Taking Sides” explores such topics as childhood exposure to pornog¬ 
raphy and finding a middle ground between the conservatives and radicals. 
RM Vaughan contributes the poem cycle “Cultivating Tomless Roses or 5 
Conversations About Anal Sex.” Plus more poetry, prose, photography, and 
art. Price:$2.50. Fierce Little Engine, P.O. Box 67539, RPO Spadina W., 
Toronto, O N M5T 3B8, Canada (44 pages/standard/LR) 

Red Hanky Panky 

ti5. Rachel’s comics about bi life never fail to amuse and enlighten. There’s 
something kind of zen about comics like the one where Rachel goes around 
her house looking for heterosexuals and not finding any. Other comics include 
“What to look out for at Pride” and a couple in which Rachel wonders if she 
will ever regret having tattoos or a vagina. Price:$2/£1. Rachel House, 23 
Whateley Rd., East Dulwich, London, SE22 9DA, U.K. (36 pages/euro- 
standard/LR) 

+ RiotBoy + 

til . This is a really great zine done by Chris from Dirty and Bard, who’s done 
stuff like Tattooed Love Boys. It’s about calling into question many of the 
assumptions of mainstream gay culture. Chris writes about “banjee” which 
is a term of male sexuality not equivalent with “gay. ” Bard writes about stuff 
like the marketing of gay magazines, and in issue ti2 he interviews Anonymous 
Boy, the artist whose work was featured in the seminal queer zine JDs and 
who did the animated video Green Pubes. Price:$4. Chris Leslie, P.O. Box 
1697, New York, NY 10009—Email: riotboyyy@aol.com—URL: http:// 
home, earthl ink. net/'cbardcole/ (40 pages/digest/LR) 

+ Swishblade + 

til . This zine has an article about how to start a band, which Abe knows from 
experience from his band Fagatron (you can get their tape for $2). Also, an 
interview with a bisexual woman; things heard from heteros (“everything you 
talk about is fag fag fag”) and homos (“women are so gross, I can’t see why 
boys even touch them”); slipping in practicing safe sex; how to get along with 
straight people. Price:stamps. Abe Miner, 4711 S. 43rd St., Lincoln, NE 
68516 (4 pages/standard/LR) 

Teen Fag 

ti6. Fall ’97. Gordon Gordon has been publishing Teen Fag since 1993. The 
first three issues aren’t available any more, so he put together this anthology 
which collects selected highlights. I never read these early issues so I had no 
idea how great they were. Going back to the first issue he reprinted an 
interview with cartoonist Roberta Gregory that gets to the heart of the struggle 
to be a female cartoonist. For the second issue he contacted several people who 
ran personal ads, asking them what their responses were like and how their 
experiences went. The third issue had another interview piece, this time with 
his friend Pete who occasionally goes to gay bath houses. Pete reveals what 
goes on behind closed doors—it’s exactly what you thought it would 
be...anonymous sex. If you picked up on the last issue or ti5 (picked for 
Editors’ Choice) you’re sure to enjoy this one. No trades/reviews zines videos 
music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3 cash. Subs:$10 for 4 
issues. Gordon Gordon, Chow Chow Productions, P.O. Box 20204, Seattle, 
WA 98102 (40 pages/offset/standard/DTPed/RSF) 
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♦ Ultra Violet + 

Much of this swimsuit issue of this newsprint tabloid is made up of collages 
of swimsuited guys and gay-related clippings. There are also antique photos 
of same-sex couples, a review of Signorile’s latest book, and an interview with 
the author of a book about gay and lesbian Memphis. Price:$l. Ultra Violet, 
Box 41074, Memphis, TN 38174-1074 (16 pages/tabloid/LR) 

♦ The V Files ♦ 

till. This is the official zine of London’s queer indie nightspot Club V. How 
these people manage to put on a club twice monthly and also put out nearly 
two dozen issues of this zine is beyond me. This issue has articles on gay pride; 
an interview with British queer band Mouthful; a report on the Glastonbury 
festival; reviews of shows by Lou Reed, Stereolab, and Minty (who are still 
carrying on without Leigh Bowery); a review of indie music night at a sex club 
(just imagine a guy getting fisted to “Boys don’t cry”); a trip to Spain; 
Charlotte Cooper and Mona visiting the rock wax museum. Price:$2. The V 
Files, Box7984, London, SE137XR, U.K.—Email: neilward@dircon.co.uk 
(40 pages/digest/LR) 

♦ WormWood Review ♦ 

Queer Literary & Arts Journal 

ti5, Summer ’97. Not to be confused with the Wormwood Review that got 
its start in the ’50s, this one is out of Minneapolis and purports to aim for a 
gay audience. I say “purport,” because there is little here that specifically 
targets any group of people. Instead there is a full range of life experiences 
that most folks can relate to. David Christopher delivers the scenery of his 
local coffee house, complete with wannabe hipsters and kids too young to 
know why they do what they do. David Pomije relates his New York fantasy 
of a modern day Algonquin Round Table: Mapplethorpe, Patti Smith, Jim 
Carroll, and the ghost of Dorothy Parker. The local directory of bookshops, 
theaters, journals, and open mic events appears every issue. No trades/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$15 for 4 issues. Scott Adam, P.O. Box 
50003, Loring Station, Minneapolis, MN 55405-0003 (20 pages/xerox/ 
standard/DTPed/CWB) 


OTHER ZINES 


HAPPYFAG #4. This issue has an amazing story by Tom Brown about a same-sex 
experience he had in college in the 1950s. There are also excerpts from Scooter’s 
diary and a report on a trip to the club New York New York in Las Vegas. Price:$3. 
Scooter, 3 23 Broadway East #902, Seattle, WA 98102 (36/digest/LR) 

NAMBLA BULLETIN Vol. 18, til , February ’97. The voice of the North American 
Man/Boy Love Association, The NAMBLA Bulletin is a political publication which 
fight laws restricting free speech and intergenerational relationships. This issue has 
playful pen & ink drawings from Sidney Smith which incredibly enough, makes 
possession of this magazine a federal crime. Price:$4.95. Subs:$35 for 10. Mike 
Merishi, NAMBLA, P.O. Box 174, Midtown Station, New York, NY 10018. 

Selective t rades. (24/standard/polished/RSF) [61] _ 

NEW URANIAN til. A big chunk of this issue is an editorial that touches on 
Stonewall 25 and an attempt at gay political organizing in Arizona. Plus an essay by 
Selena Anne Shepard/Andy Plump about feeling “quind of queer”; a poem by 
Edward Mycue; and the night Pansy Division deflowered Tucson. Price:$l. New 

Uranian, B ox 42933, Tucson, AZ 85733 (16/digest/LR) _ 

NOISE QUEEN #4. This issue starts off with a Patti Smith-inspired story about a gay 
highschooler called “The Sea of Possibilities.” There are also reviews of books by 
Richard Hell and John Preston, an anti-same-sex marriage rant, and music reviews. 
Price:$2. Tim Murphy, 238 Glen Castle Road, Kingston, ON K7M 4N8, Canada 
(10/standard/LR)_ 

PENATRATED PORK til. Jean-Paul responds to Bill Clinton’s call for national 
service—and Jean-Paul should know, since he’s worked as a caregiver for people 
with AIDS and in a homeless shelter. There is also writing by other people who 
worked with Jean-Paul in Ameri-corp and a piece by Vernon Maulsby about the 
experience of transphobia. Price:$l. Jean-Paul Page, 797 Oconee St., Athens, GA 

30605 (28/ standard/LR) _ 

PINK NOISE #14. Here’s the place to get all your queer political info: Act Up 
communiques, Green Party politics, the Labor Party (a U.S. one), Youth Pride Day, 
and more. Price:$l. Pink Noise. Box 57370, Washington, DC 20036 (8/standard/LR) 
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ARTS & 
LETTERS 


Literary journals often contain illustrations, 
just as art magazines often contain poems. 
Fiction, poetry, and essays mixed with photos 
and illustrations. Not all the stories in these 
zines are necessarily fictional, they may be 
slice o’life or embellished biographies. 

+ A Gathering of the Tribes + 

HI, Winter ’96/’97. An impressive publication that matches insightful artist 
interviews with samples of their work. They seem to have a broad multicul¬ 
tural approach to art and literature, including a wide variety of material—all 
of it quite good. I’m particularly pleased to find the interview with Hanif 
Kureishi which was conducted back in 1995, following the publication of The 
Black Album. I’ve been a fan of Kureishi for many years so it was exciting 
for me to read about his influences and future plans, including a book of short 
stories and the film My Son, the Fanatic. Also fascinating is the interview with 
photographer Roy DeCarava. It was conducted by the artist Dread Scott who 
has a strong appreciation of DeCarava’s work, making for an insightful 
interview. A great selection of short stories from Maggie Estep, DJ Spooky, 
and Oliver Trager. They took great care in the production, reproducing photos 
and art that really jumps off the page. No trades/submissions wanted. 
Price:$13. Subs:$2 for 2 issues. A Gathering of the Tribes, P.O. Box 20693, 
Tompkins Square Station, New York, NY 10009—Email: tribes@pop. 
interport, net (88 pages/offset/standard/professional/RSF) 

Arshile 

A Magazine of the Arts 

HI, 1997. This issue concentrates on fast-reading and usually brief selections 
of poetry and stylized prose. Carl Rakosi’s collected musings and quotes were 
light, yet often pithy. He examines the role of literature and the meaning of 
writing and the arts. One of the wisest things here: “It has been easier for 
Yiddish poets to be themselves and to express just the right shade of meaning 
and feeling because they were not brought up on centuries of great literary 
models. ” Jerome Rothenberg’s haiku-like poetry was brief and quirky enough 
to make it entertaining, and Geoffrey Nelson’s striking photography added a 
certain depth to the issue. No trades/reviews books. Price:$8. Subs:$18 for 
2 issues. Arshile/96 Tears Press, P.O. Box 3749, Los Angeles, CA 90078 
(118 pages/offset/journal/professional/CWB) 

Ballast Quarterly Review 

Books, art, language , logic , ambiguity, science & teaching 

Vol. 12, H3, Spring ’97. Few zines can equal the subtle majesty of Ballast 
Quarterly Review in aesthetic appeal and graceful design. Each issue 
includes a range of literary excerpts, quotes, and graphic elements, especially 
as they relate to the fine arts. Their book reviews give ample space to each 
title, and include only works that are highly recommended. Even if you’re not 
planning on making a purchase, the discussions are fascinating. (I’m sure you 
won’t see An Anthology of Writing on Boxing and the Visual Arts written up 
in your local newspaper anytime soon.) Some brilliant comments this 
time by Picasso, William Merrit Chase, Elbert Hubbard, and Andre 
Breton. Loves trading/reviews zines books/submissions wanted. Price:5 
stamps. Roy R. Behrens, Ballast, 2022 X Avenue, Dysart, IA 52224-9767— 
Email: ballast@netins.net (16 pages/xerox/brochure/DTPed/4 times a year/ 
CWB) _ 

Black Cat 115 

H6, May ’97. Few of the submissions in this collection run over a couple 
pages, which gives plenty of new voices a chance to be heard. The stories are 
often so short they don’t illuminate their characters as much as they capture 
a particular fleeting mood, one that most people have experienced at one time 
or another. The imagery in Vern Smith’s four paragraphs was very clever. 
He describes a roommate squirting lotion along her limbs and says “She’s 
created a stick-figured woman who fades with each smear and spread.” 
Christopher Raw’s story of meeting a prostitute who’s as nutty as she is eager 
to talk made for a strange tale. She begins with a simple come-on but is soon 
talking about the time she stabbed someone 120 times and had to count each 
one because she is obsessive-compulsive. An enjoyable collection with other 
engaging stories by Ruba Nadda and Hal Niedzviecki. Selective trades/ 
reviews zines books/submissions wanted. Price:$2.50. Matthew Firth, 1315 
Niagara St. #4, Windsor, ON N9A 3V8, Canada (48 pages/xerox/digest/ 
DTPed/CWB)_ 

Border/Lines 

#43. While this is closer to a functioning magazine than a zine, it really 
deserves some better exposure. With its combination glossy printing and 
liberal views on culture, imagine a sort of Harper’s for the zine set. Their 
analysis of same sex marriages shows the underlying rift in political thought; 


some feel that such unions are a vital part of equality, while others feel that 
gays have no need to ape the trappings of straight culture anyway. Good essay 
on the media’s obsession with pregnancy shows how it plays into the hands 
of fertility drug marketing; Lisa Rundle explains how The English Patient was 
unforgivably altered as it made the transition to film; and we get some 
wonderful photography of revolutionary Cuba. No trades/reviews books 
videos/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. 
Border/Lines Magazine, 400 Dovercourt Rd., Toronto, ON M6J 3E7, 
Canada (48 pages/offset/standard/professional/CWB) 

Bottle-Fed 

Anti-leterary Journal of Sour Grapes 

H3, July ’97. Ann eschews the likes of refined literature and delivers her 
stories from the raunchier, less stodgy side of the tracks with a side dose of 
personal material. Lots of publishers write about themselves. But having 
another zinester revel in your debauchery and sing the praises of your drinking 
capacity is another. Keffo makes a guest appearance this issue to describe one 
bawdy night he spent with Dishwasher Pete, Ann, and a snoutfull of alcohol. 
There’s also a fairy story of the hangover monkey, and the next installment 
of Ann’s fiction. It’s full of dishwasher hijinks and closing time conversations 
at the bar. Selective trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2 cash. 
Subs:$6 for 3 issues. Ann, P.O. Box 260346, Madison, WI53726 (32 pages/ 
xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

+ Carrot ♦ 

HI. Maria Goodman of Don’t Say Uh-Oh started up this new zine devoted 
to more literary endeavors. No, it’s not all poetry and fiction. Maria just likes 
to tell stories, and most stories come from personal experiences. She was 
recently inspired by the diaries of Anais Nin and included lots of excerpts as 
they related to things in her life. I particularly enjoyed the discussions about 
writing—what inspires her to write and what keeps her focused. We also get 
stories about some of the places she’s lived and how it was important to her 
to live near water. Loves trading/reviews zines music/prints letters/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:$l + 2 stamps. Maria Goodman, 3524 W. 83rd St. Apt. 
210, Prairie Village, KS 66208—Email: goodmanm@lhl.lib.mo.us (22 
pages/xerox/digest/raw/RSF) 

+ Chorus + 

H3, Fall ’97. Rarely seen are zines devoted to the art world. There’s a thousand 
prose and poetry titles, but how many dedicated to performance art, 
experimental sculptures, and electronic media? That’s where Chorus steps in. 
They cover all these topics and more with their well-written contemporary 
features. The founders of La Panaderia in Mexico City describe the 
playfulness they try to instill in their work and the difficulties of balancing the 
duties of operating a gallery and still finding time for art. Nice introduction 
to the life and work of Arthur Craven, Dadaist boxer who disappeared in 
1918. There’s so much more packed in here: video artists, the theory of 
montage, Che Guevara, photography, and a nasty but welcome bio of Walt 
Disney. Selective trades/reviews books music/free to prisoners. Price:free/ 
$1. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Chorus, 711 West Lake St. Suite 307, Minneapolis, 
MN 55408—Email: chorus@bitstream.net (44 pages/loose newsprint/tab- 
loid/pol ished/CWB)_ 

Chronicles off Disorder 

A Dedication to Jack Kerouac 

H3, June ’97. The first issue was devoted exclusively to Patti Smith and the 
second one to Jack Kerouac. Thomas seems to be developing a theme here, 
with the third issue covering the Beat Generation as a whole. Instead of writing 
the whole thing, he got lots of contributors for this tribute. Most of these are 
poems written in the style of the Beats to simultaneously pay tribute to them. 
There’s a story by Joseph Verrilli about reading On the Road, a poem by 
Jonathan Hayes about being in San Francisco’s North Beach, and a piece by 
Patti Smith fromCrawdaddy, written back in 1975. Selective trades/reviews 
zines books music/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2.95. Subs:$5 
for 2 issues. Thomas Christian, P.O. Box 721, Schenectady, NY 12301 (48 
pages/xerox /digest/rough/RSF) _ 

+ Descanso Literary Journal + 

HI, April ’97. For its first time out, this new thematic journal is tackling an 
ever popular topic: sex. Six writers and one porn star present their views 
through fiction, poetry, a play, and interview. The 35 page contribution by 
Scot Augustson is a long exploration of sexual encounters and moods. It’s a 
play with several short dialogues between many different couples and even a 
counselor and patient. While reading it I could easily envision watching it 
unfold on stage. The talk with Nina Hartley was great. She talks about the 
positive changes in the porn industry, safe sex, and the pressure that porn studs 
are under to perform no matter what. Excellent color cover that doesn’t reveal 
itself until you look at the front and back together. No trades/submissions 
wanted. Price:$7. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. Gregory Zura, P.O. Box 20066, 
Seattle, WA 98102—Email: goyozura@earthlink.net (64 pages/offset/digest/ 
polished/CWB)_ 

+ Desperate Act + 

H3, Winter ’97. A sharp new title that mixes in historical essays, commentary, 
even online transcripts. Loved the article of desperate literary acts. It 
described the gunslinging of Burroughs, Percy Shelley’s stolen heart, and 
Salinger’s threats to sue a fan infringing on his work. Furness’s three 
McDonald’s poems were clever and descriptive, not at all the clumsy pieces 















I anticipated. All the photos of the Walt Whitman Mall, Walt Whitman 
Corporate Center, and other roadmarts that are named for this author were 
quite disturbing. Selective trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. 
Subs:$10for2 issues. Gary Wiener, Box 1081, Pittsford, NY 14534—Email: 
desact@aol. com (100 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) _ 

Dixie Phoenix 

Exploration in the Southern Tradition 

#13, February ’97. It’s as if this issue of Dixie Phoenix was written just for 
me. The essays and fiction cover two of my most beloved interests: Russian 
lit and bluegrass music. Angela Jones completed her new translation of the 
Checkov story “House With an Attic” and presents it in print for the first time. 
Then there’s a warm tribute to the pioneer of bluegrass music, Mr. Bill 
Monroe. Michael traces Monroe’s life, as well as the rise and near death of 
the music that his band gave its name to. Other pieces include Charles’s story 
of witnessing a Civil War battle re-enactment, a 
discussion of the Book of Ecclesiastes, and some 
short poetry. Selective trades/reviews zines books 
videos music/prints letters/submissions wanted. 

Price:$2. Subs:$6 for 3 issues. Michael Munson, 

3888 N. 30th St., Arlington, VA 22207-Email: 
srimichel@ delphi.com—URL: http://www. 
concentric, net/'yamyak/DixiePhoenix/ 
frontporch.html (96 pages/xerox/digest/rough/ 

CWB) 


♦ Early Slick ♦ 

July ’97. This is a nice diversion from most of the 
arts zines out there. Instead of just literary writing, 
the authors concentrate on throwing, painting, 
even refrigerator poetry. Albert’s story of getting 
cajoled into ceramics class was a neat odyssey that 
left him wanting to learn more about the craft and 
taught him to take a few more chances with art. 
One piece that spans several pages is an attack on 
Moonlight Chronicles and Dan’s decision to take 
funding from a shoe company. It’s no surprise to 
read a debate over selling out but what is shocking 
is the way the author singles Moonlight Chron¬ 
icles out so vehemently. It will be interesting to see 
how this develops over time. Loves trading/ 
reviews zines books/submissions wanted. Price:$3. 
Albert Mock, 2607 Wolflin #109, Amarillo, TX 
79109 (38 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 


Empty 

#3, Fall ’97. Elegant printing and design that 

combines sketches, photography, acetate inserts, and a vibrant cover that was 
hand screened. The text is a mixture of prose and poetry, with Paul Toth’s 
story of a man losing touch with himself and trying to reconnect as one of my 
favorites. Also excellent was Brendan Galvin’s “Meat Room” that described 
the scene of a butcher shop and the wisdom of life that abounds there. While 
the publisher Christopher Roman is away, this and future issues will be 
available from the following address. Selective trades/reviews zines/prints 
letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Amy Hart, 56Hillcrest Ave. 1st Floor, 
New Britain, CT 06053-2539—Email: asid23@aol.com—URL: http:// 
www.geociti es.com/SoHo/Lofts/9752/(34 pages/xerox/digest/D TPed/CWB) 

+ Eratica + 

Half a bubble off plumb 

#2, Winter ’97. Eratica seems to take great pains to provide a higher caliber 
publication. It’s full of illustrations, short one- and two-page stories and 
poetry, all by accomplished writers. David Pellicane’s “Human Erector Set” 
was fantastic. He describes a new computerized toy that replicates and 
combines human DNA to build on-screen dolls, sort of a human Tamagotchi. 
Instead of making his story a sermon on cloning abuse, it is just a highly 
entertaining yarn about three high school girls all trying to conceive the most 
beautiful computerized offspring. Other contributions from Hugh Fox (who 
wrote Stairway to Heaven reviewed in the last issue of Factsheet Five ), Nancy 
Wakeman, and Joe Schall. No trades/reviews books music/submissions 
wanted. Price:$6. Subs:$18. Elizabeth Hebron, P.O. Box 936, Wayne, MI 
48184-0936—Email: loonfether@aol .com (64 pages/offset/standard/polished/ 

Family Values 

#1, 1996. 16 structural poems by John Elsberg. Most are arranged as word 
squares, with the top row being the content (e.g., 
“FETTERSDON’TDEFLECTTHERPASSION’SCORE”) and later rows 
being those letters cycled around, so that in row 2 the “F” moves to the end, 
etc. The effect is a kind of word square with diagonal rivers of white space, 
especially around apostrophes and “A”s. Most of the rest play with spaces 
between words, eliminating or moving them arbitrarily. It creates a kind of 
puzzle, like a charade or redivider, where you have to “solve” the style to read 
the poem. It’s kind of interesting, but unfortunately there’s not much of a 
literary reward for solving the puzzle. Price:the usual?. Runaway Spoon 
Press, P.O. Box 3621, Port Charlotte, FL 33949 (20 pages/xerox/digest/ 
DTPed/MS) 


+ Flotsam Press 4- 

#4, Summer ’97. A very engaging series of stories 
from R.R. Katz. I’m not sure if these are true or 
fiction, but either way they’re fabulous stories that 
capture the mood and sprit of childhood experienc¬ 
es. He sent me two of them. The first one is called 
“Rike Cohen is Positively 4th Street” and it 
chronicles childhood antics in New York’s Lower 
East Side. The story takes place at the end of 1969 
with Rike and his friends making mischief around 
New York—jumping subway turnstiles, shoplift¬ 
ing records, and haggling with store owners. It 
comes to a climax at a big New Year’s Eve/New 
Decade party at St. Mark’s Church. I love how this 
perfectly captures the feeling of that era. The next 
one covers a childhood summer spent at Cape 
Breton in Nova Scotia. Hanging out with famous 
artists and writers, our narrator gets into plenty of 
trouble here, including poaching lobsters and an 
early sexual experience. These chapbooks are fully 
illustrated with wonderful drawings that capture 
the mood of the stories. Highly recommended to 
people looking for a good read. Selective trades/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4 is¬ 
sues. R.R. Katz, 4142 SELiebe St., Portland, OR 
97202—Email: rrkatz@teleport.com—URL: http:/ 
/www.teleport.com/~rrkatz (24 pages/xerox/di- 
gest/DTPed/RSF) 


Hell or Cleveland 

May ’97. Sometimes full of a pent-up aggression that only comes from living 
in the city, and sometimes betraying a contentment with the games of life, 
these poems show the range of moods to be found in the urban landscape. Very 
calmly Eric explains that Life was waiting impatiently for him to get up one 
morning because it had a lot of people to fuck with and he happened to be first 
on the list. Who couldn’t relate to his (busride?) fantasy of strangling the 
drunken clod in front of him to death, with piano wire no less? Eric uses his 
quiet elegant style to his advantage, making his words even more pointed. 
Tom Waits fans may find the many lifted lyrics a bit annoying though. 
Selective trades/reviews books. Price:$2.50. Eric Evans, 343 Rock Beach 
Rd., Roches ter, NY 14617 (45 pages/xerox/digest/rough/CWB ) 

Home Planet News 

__ Poetry - Fiction - Theater 

#41, Spring ’97. A poetry collection that is often 
reflective without being muddle-headed. It’s pos¬ 
sible that many of these folks are writing with the 
wisdom of age behind their pens. Mary Winters 
ponders the fate of the person who lost their shoe 
at the intersection. It’s not a simple, sentimental 
poem about a homeless person, but a creative 
mystery that points to some unnamed mischief. 
Bob Tramonte’s “Events Following a Mild Heart 
Attack” were surprisingly playful and funny. He 
cantankerously refuses his doctor’s advice and 
just wants to figure out how many spondees and 
dipthongs there are in “myocardial infarction.” 
No trades/reviews zines books/submissions want¬ 
ed. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4 issues. Home Planet 
News, P.O. Box 415, Peter Stuyvesant Station, 
New York, NY 10009 (24 pages/bound news- 
print/tabloid/rough/CWB) 


Jack the Daw 

A Journal of the Arts 

#5, Summer ’97. Collection of material with 
many of the submissions from the publisher 
Jeffrey Ellis. He writes about how a local incident 
attracted nationwide news and was even memori¬ 
alized by Pearl Jam. It was the suicide of Jeremy 
Delle at his own high school. His essay/story 
weaves his various reactions to Jeremy’s death 
and explains how he used to lie and say that he 
knew the victim personally. Honest and revealing 
stuff. Loves trading/reviews zines/submissions 
wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4 issues. Jeffrey Ellis, 2269 W. Oak Ave. Apt. 
E-12, Denton, TX 76201—Email: gmcb95c@prodigy.com (80 pages/xerox/ 
standard/DT Ped/CWB) _ 

4 Key Satch(el) + 

#3, July ’97. This is full of short, mostly experimental fiction. If you want 
something that makes sense at first glance, this is probably not for you. Nancy 
Lagomarsino’s was one of the more coherent selections. She describes a dead 
whale washed up on the beach with a giant gash where a propeller had cut into 
it. She makes use of some excellent imagery to set the mood and describe this 
awesome sight. John Bennett turns in two brief pieces that send various words 
crashing into each other and Michael Martone’s “Geography” is a collection 
of preprinted postcard captions. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4 issues. Quale Press, 
P.O. Box 363, Haydenville, MA 01039-0363—Email: keysatch@quale.com 
(24 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/CWB) 

■♦-Left Curve + 

#21, 1997.1 picked this up because of a fabulous article on Eastern European 
mail art by Yugoslavian artist Balint Szombathy, who reviews the exhibition 
at the Schwerin State Museum. “Now is Always and Always is Gone” shows 
how mail art became a cover for a host of subversive activities under 
dictatorial rule. This article is the only one I know of outside mail art zines 
to cover this important exhibition. Class struggle is the essential bind in this 
journal of radical politics, and there are informative articles on Asian, 
Aboriginal and Arab issues, among many other radical studies. Very well 
produced, this is more like a quality paperback than a zine, but the 
content ranks this fine publication stage center in alternative culture. No 
trades/reviews books. Price:$10. Subs:$25 for 3 issues. Csaba Polony, 
P.O. Box 472, Oakland, CA 94604-0472 (perfect-bound/standard/profes- 
sional/JH) 

♦ Lucid Moon + 

Poetry - Cartoons - Drawings 

#13, September ’97. A thick collection of poetry that seems to have a very 
open attitude about submissions. This one is a truly impressive undertaking 
that’s published every month. This recent issue weighs in at 131 pages. That 
comes out to.. .ummmm.. .about 1,500 pages a year. Not an easy thing putting 
that many page together, but Ralph takes a shortcut and just pastes up the 
poetry as it was submitted, without any retyping or editing. Most of the work 
follows the standard verse format, but is filled with plenty of passion and 
imagery. Breaking up the pages is a handful of cartoons and illustrations— 
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nothing too hilarious, but amusing nevertheless. No trades/reviews zines 
books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$60 for 12 issues. 
Ralph Haselmann, Jr., 67 Norma Rd., Hampton, NJ 08827 (131 pages/ 
xerox/stand ard/rough/RSF) _ 

♦ Neon Tranced 

by Thomas Wiloch 

#1. Thomas has taken the haiku and distilled it down even further—to a form 
of no more than six words. To some that will sound like too little space to 
develop an idea. But those of you who love simple and quiet ideas will find 
that Thomas fully expresses a mood or setting perfectly. After each piece is 
another layer of text added as an afterthought. For example: “subtle/ 
reservation/syndrome/ (floral radar).” Of course, maybe he’s just pulling 
words off the Scrabble board, but it works for me. Another one: “elegant/ 
finger/matinee/ (swan octave).” Thirty short poems in all. Runaway Spoon, 
1708 Hayworth Rd., Port Charlotte, FL 33952- 
2549 (36 pa ges/xerox/mini/DTPed/ CWB) 

Nerve Cowboy 

#3, Spring ’97. A standout collection of mostly 
poetry that keeps things light and far away from 
flowery, heartsick verses. Marcy Shapiro’s was 
one of the true standouts here. She describes her 
experience trying to buy a particular color of 
paint, only to find the paint mixers are truly 
uncooperative. They won’t give her anything like 
a “Carnal Red” but finally settle on “Cardinal 
Red” that has been “sexed up” a little. The poetry 
of Michael Hathaway was lucid and short, includ¬ 
ing humor (about a dubious washrag) and anger 
(about a stodgy English teacher). Price:$4. 

Subs:$14 for 4 issues. Joseph Shields, P.O. Box 
4973, Austin, TX 78765-URL: http:// 
www. eden. com/ ~ j whagins/nervecowboy. html (56 
pages/xerox/half-legal/DTPed/CWB) 

♦ Nimbus ♦ 

#3, Spring ’97. These supposedly fictional stories 
are often indistinguishable from the ones you read 
in personal or punk zines. They are well written, 
usually in the first person, and address topics 
common to many zines. “Interstate 8” is about a 
frustrating and smelly band tour that never seems 
to end. The main character relates what it’s like to 
be on the road with a broken Walkman, the spray 
of vomit, three idiotic bandmates, and the looming 
threat of another van breakdown. The circular 
ending and ambiguous teasing romance made the 
perfect conclusion. “Bad advice” sections reprint 
some newly uncovered ’50s (?) guidebooks about 
attracting men and the serious dangers of masturbation. Loves trading/free to 
prisoners. Price:$1.50. Kirstin Norton, 1526 South Pearl St., Seattle, WA 
98108 (30 p ages/xerox/half-legal/rough/CWB) _ 

♦ Nine of Eveiything-f- 

Official Journal of the Stories of William Ricca 

#1, January ’97. As the story goes, one William Ricca left behind hundreds 
of hours of audio recordings that had never been published before his death. 
Here begins the first installment of his writing which is thematically grouped 
in bunches of nine. I suspect there is more to the story than just this, but 
whatever it is we are not privy to it. This first issue is entitled “Nine Jobs I’ve 
Quit or Been Fired From” and range from church sexton to substitute teacher. 
One of the best pieces begins with the dread of beginning another college 
semester and working in Special Collections. It’s only a page long but by the 
ending announcement that the library funding has been cut, a real feeling of 
tired resignation has developed. Selective trades. Price:$2. Subs:$18 for 9 
issues. Estate of William Ricca, 18 Forest St. #41, Cambridge, MA 02140 
(15 pages/x erox/digest/DTPed/CWB) _ 

♦ Pangolin Papers ♦ 

Vol. 3, #3, Spring ’97. Solid, sure writing that is garnering attention overseas. 
With this issue, Pangolin boasts of having several contributions from Europe 
and Asia, as well as a selection of writers from our own shores. Regina 
Regier’s short and snappy piece about tie stains was terrific. She plays her ex’s 
infidelities against the various food stains on his clothes, and then comes back 
to the most recent conversation she had with him about getting out blood. 
There’s also Peter Halfar’s unsettling look into a young man’s life as he is 
faced with an older co-worker who has taken a real shine to him. It ends on 
a strange vague note that seems open to interpretation—something that’s 
always a plus in my book. Price:$7. Subs:$15. Turtle Press, P.O. Box 241, 
Nordland, WA 98358 (107 pages/perfect-bound/digest/polishe d/CWB) 

Pistil Prose 

#2, Winter ’97. Pistil Books was always one of my favorite places to zine 
browse when I lived in Seattle and I’m thrilled that they’ve taken to publishing 
their own. It combines fiction with original artwork, leaving lots of space for 
personal stories. Amy Candiotti’s saga of camping probably won’t make the 
local tourist stop brochures. She describes the rain that seemed to shadow their 


every move, her friend’s foot injury, and the visit to her old hometown that 
had turned politically conservative. Keeping with that theme is an excerpt 
from an old Boy Scout manual with lots of tips on keeping clean thoughts and 
how to represent “the largest outdoor gang in the world.” Long background 
on the Black-Hogshire spat that includes an interview with Jim. If you missed 
it the first time or want to clear up the details, check it out here. De Milky 
Kwok co-wrote a story about visiting a sex shop. It’s more than just a 
description though, as the end has a very strange David Lynch style twist. No 
trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$2.50. Sean Carlson, Pistil 
Books & News, 1013 E. Pike, Seattle, WA 98122 (40 pages/xerox/half-legal/ 
rough/CWB)__ 

♦ Poison Ivy ♦ 

A Global Forum for Women to Educate & Empower 

#6. A nicely designed literary magazine that focuses on written and graphic 
work from women. This is kind of a split issue 
with half devoted to women (Poison Ivy) and half 
devoted to the work of men (called Poison Oak). 
The Ivy side has Kennon Baines’s short biography 
of Maya Angelou, Tyler Whitman’s moving 
portraits of strip club dancers, and interviews with 
Beatrice Wood and Deena Metzger. The Oak side 
has George Price’s miraculous successes with 
acupuncture, a story from Nick Johnson, and an 
interview with Milt Jackson. No trades/reviews 
books/submissions wanted. Subs:$15 for 4 is¬ 
sues. Leslie Price, Poison Ivy, 1519 3rd Ave. 
Suite 406, Seattle, WA 98101 (offset/standard/ 
professional/RSF)_ 

♦ Puck and CLF Newsletter ♦ 

#1. Newly redesigned, Puck is back with more 
fiction submissions and essays on the literary 
process. Paul Riddell delivers a witty and lengthy 
series of tips for the budding Asimov. He goes 
through the many painful lessons he’s learned and 
hopefully his ranting will discourage all but the 
most determined of writers. Elaine LaMattina’s 
introductory piece on the state of literature was 
wonderfully written but not very hopeful for the 
future. With so many small-presses walking the 
edge of economic ruin, she wonders how diversity 
will stand up to the demands of the almighty 
dollar. Book reviews are long and fulfilling, 
written for folks who actually read. A full selec¬ 
tion of Permeable Press titles are offered in the 
back catalog. Selective trades/reviews zines books 
comics videos music/age statement/prints letters. 
Price:$3. Permeable Press, 2336 Market #14, 
SanFrancisco, CA94114-1521—Email: brian@permeable.com—URL: http:/ 
/www. perm eable.com (40pages/bound newsprint/standard/po lished/CWB) 

Purple 

Combining literary submissions with a discussion of the craft itself makes an 
excellent combination. Both the introductory essay and the interview with 
A.D. Winans were winning pieces. Crocker comments on the coming poetry 
revolution, citing the small-press as the herald of a new breed of writers. 
Winans’s comments about inspiration, the difference between academic 
journal poems and street-level writing, and especially about Bukowski were 
fresh and intelligent. It was nice for once to see Bukowski’s body of work 
neither elevated to a position of untouchable genius, nor run through the mud, 
but given a fair critical assessment. The excerpts of Winans’s work shows a 
raunchy life growing up in San Francisco of decades gone by. Great short 
poetry submissions by Margaret Crocker and Jim Buchanan. No trades/ 
reviews books. Price:$4. Daniel Crocker, Box 1009 W. North St., Park Hills, 
MO 63601 ( 48 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) _ 

Salon 

A Journal of Aesthetics 

#25. Often radical looks at various aspects of art, artists, and creativity and 
their impact on society. Salon is always at the forefront of the fight for free 
expression. This is the “Poets and Poetry” theme issue but don’t send them 
any of your crappy poetry. This issue covers the lives and times of some of 
the better and lesser-known poets. We’re talking the likes of Leonard Cohen, 
T.S. Eliot, Kenneth Patchen, Oscar Wilde, Omar Khyyam and Paul Eluard. 
Signed, numbered, and utterly essential. Selective trades/reviews zines 
books/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. Pat 
Hartman, 305 W. Magnolia, Suite 386, Fort Collins, CO 80521 (98 pages/ 
standard/pol ished/JP) _ 

Shattered Wig Review 

#15, June ’97. Rupert has made Shattered Wig a warm refuge for the masters 
of the oddball lit genre. This issue he’s attracted Blaster A1 Ackerman, Mok 
Hossfeld, and John Bennett among other worthy contributors. With that kind 
of lineup you should be able to imagine the playfulness and unstuffy 
atmosphere of these poems and tiny stories. They typically employ strange 
pairings of words or incongruent expressions to confound the reader’s sense 


Shots 

#56, June ’97. The arrival of this photography zine 
is always reason for celebration. Each issue col¬ 
lects the work of dozens of seasoned amateurs 
providing a wide range of imagery. It’s in turns 
playful, introspective, and experimental, but al¬ 
ways highly evocative. This is one of the most 
striking issues of Shots since Robert took over as 
publisher. Many of the contributors explored the 
theme of “sightings,” taking pictures of UFOs, 
monsters, and other beasts. There were some great 
hoaxes here, especially the shot of a water tunnel 
in the middle of a pond with the Goodyear blimp 
coming out of it, and Joe Clower’s cover photos of 
flying saucers parading through the sky. The 
dialogue/correspondence between Gina Meyer and 
Russell Joslin, accompanied by some of their 
work, was just as compelling. They get to the heart 
of their craft, speaking frankly about their desires 
and how their own lives influence their work. It 
would be nice to see this develop as a regular 
feature. Sonja Rodrigue’s strikingly haunting im¬ 
age of a woman seeming to float in midair was my 
favorite. All that’s visible in the picture is her 
lower half, making it appear as if she was flying 
upward past your window. No trades/submissions 
wanted. Price:$5. Subs:$20 for 4 issues. Robert 
Owen, P.O. Box 38149, Dallas, TX 75238- 
Email: shotsl234@aol.com—URL: http:// 
www.afterimagegallery.com/shots.htm (64 pag¬ 
es/bound newsprint/standard/polished/C WB) 

















of grammar and style. Ackerman delivers a new adventure of his Ling Master, 
Beppi draws more comics, and we get lively pieces by Gary Blankenburg and : 
Laurel McElwain. Selective trades/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$4. 
Subs:$8 for 2 issues. Rupert Wordolowski, 425 E. 31st St., Baltimore, MD 
21218 (76 p ages/xerox/half-legal/rough/CWB) _ 

Sink Full of Dishes 

Vol. 3, #4, Spring ’97. A highly spirited and non-pretentious mixture of short 
stories, poetry, and comics. It’s wonderful that Ditch Cat has been able to keep : 
this going for so long with the ever-shortening lifespan of zines these days. 
My favorite of the issue was the lively story of “The Matjes Colossus” by ; 
Mike Lipstock. He described his long-standing friendship with Mischa the 
herring eater and how he too, took up the ways of this colorful Siberian. After 
reading it, I think Mischa would make a great addition to our pantheon of • 
American folk heroes with his larger than life status and singular obsession ! 
with his diet. Beyond this is a large array of work by some of zinedom’s finest: 
Oberc, Lyn Lifshin, Jim Richardson, Ben Ohmart, Blair Wilson, and Dave : 
Kocher. Selective trades/reviews zines comics/prints letters/submissions 
wanted. Price:$2. Subs:$7 for 4 issues. Ditch Cat, P.O. Box 39500, St. : 
Louis, MO 63139-8500 (28 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB ) 

Sivullinen 

#20. Sivullinen offers poetry that is more of a challenge than an inspired 1 
literary effort. It also gives us a collection of graphics arts from very talented ; 
artists all over the world. These drawings tend to represent post-apocalyptic ; 
mutants, Dungeons and Dragons motifs and transmogrified, large-breasted 
women. With a single issue you could have the best band flyers in town for 
the next six months. Just credit the artist if you don’t write them first. Loves 
trading. Price:$3. Jouni Waarakangas, Sivullinen, Kaarelantie 86 B 28, ■ 
00420 Helsinki, Finland (32 pages/euro-standard/DTPed/TOM) 

Slug Fest, Ltd. 

Vol. 7, #4, Spring ’97. A fine^iew issue of Slug Fest with lots of great things : 
to read in its 68 pages. I went straight for Steve O’Keefe’s essay about jazz 
musicians and the various disappointments he’s had with jazz over the years. ; 
Another great piece is Tony Arnold’s “The Drunken Guide to Prayer” which • 
comes straight out of the Feh! school of thought. Lots of great fiction from 1 
F.W. Belland, Mike Lipstock, Charles Sutphin, Jeanne Veneziano, and Paul 
Perry. Plenty of poetry too, but it doesn’t overwhelm you and actually 
complements everything else quite nicely. All in all, a varied and often ; 
interesting read. Loves trading/reviews zines books/prints letters/submis¬ 
sions wanted. Price:$5.50. Subs:$20for4 issues. Mike Nowak, S.L.U.G.fest, • 
Ltd., P.O. Box 1238, Simpsonville, SC 29681 (68 pages/offset/standard/ 
DTPed/RSF)_ 

StoryHead 

A Revolution in Illustrated Stories 

#9, Summer ’97. Storyhead laid out an extraordinarily dense issue, packing 
in over 20 contributors of text and artwork. You’ll rarely see a literary zine ■ 
with a richer design. Joe Peterson writes of an after-sex bedside conversation. • 
While Abe is resting in his married girlfriend’s bed, Tina reveals the things : 
that are breaking up her marriage. The two then hit the road and Abe begins : 
a story of his own. None of this reveals any great truths about life, but instead ; 
captures the conflicts and quiet sorrows of every day. We are also treated to 
a reprint of Gail Schilke’s illustrated “Henry Coney Island Miller,” more of : 
Dave Castleman’s fictional brushes with celebrities, comics from Roberts and • 
Siergey, and the amazing illustrations of Mike Brehm. No trades/submissions : 
wanted. Price:$2.95. Subs:$16 for 4 issues. Joe Peterson, 5701 S. Black- : 
stone, Chica go, IL 60637 (58 pages/xerox/half-legal/polished/ CWB) 

Thistle 

#5, June ’97. This is a collection of quasi-gothic images and text that includes 
pieces by Lyn Lifshin, Jim Dewitt, and Emily Larned among many others. 

The photo work by Chelsea and the other photographers was excellent and 
should be given wider circulation. Their shots came out as well as possible ! 
with scanning and xeroxing but it would be nice to see them even closer to the : 
original. Christopher Hollister’s beach walk and Lainey’s description of a sick 
friend were two of my favorite pieces. Some of the longer prose suffered from ; 
trying too hard and attempting more poetic imagery than the writers could 
support. Selective trades/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:$2.50. 
Chelsea, P.O. Box 50094, Minneapolis, MN 55405-0094—Email: : 
thistle@iceworld.org—URL: http://www.waste.org/~thistle (114 pages/xe- 
rox/mini/D TPed/CWB) _ 

The Unknown Writer 

Vol. 3, #1, Summer ’97. David Castleman continues his series of stories that ; 
describe fictional meetings with famous people. This time, he manages to 
bump into both Salvador Dali and Dylan Thomas in a Sausalito coffee house. 

As always, the writing is quite stylish, giving one the impression of sitting 
down at a fireplace to listen to a classic yarn. Scot Drew’s revelations of a 
snarling desk paperweight were brilliant. Throughout the day we’re witness : 
to its private thoughts and its subtle interactions with the typist and his pet cat. 
Long tribute to Hemingway and a funny spoof on dating guide The Rules. 
Loves trading/reviews zines books music/prints letters/submissions wanted. 
Price:$2.50. Subs:$7 for 3 issues. David S. Davis, The Unknown Writer, 5 
Pothat St., Sloatsburg, NY 10974—Email: rsidor@ix.netcom.com (40 
pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/C WB) 


+ Vanilla Crow ♦ 

A magazine of new writing 

#4, Spring ’97. This anthology publishes a confident selection of material, 
mostly very short stories and brief poems. Jan Lars Jensen wrote a really 
funny and engaging story about the small businessman he keeps in his shirt 
pocket. When Jan began dating Luanne, the little guy kept saying “I’m going 
to have to let you two go. I don’t like your dynamic. ” Derek’s own collection 
of tiny vignettes were strung together, forming a unique story of driving and 
altered consciousness. There’s also a lover’s triangle that examines the 
relationship from each perspective and a fun series of haiku about a clown’s 
funeral. Loves trading/free to prisoners/submissions wanted. Price:$1.50. 
Derek Fairbridge, 403 Nelson Ave., Penticton, BC V2A 2L3, Canada— 
Email: dfair bri@finearts.uvic.ca (26 pages/xerox/digest/rough /CWB) 

Woopy 

#4, Spring ’97. Brief, almost-elegant writings—fictions, poetry, reminiscenc¬ 
es. It’s original and interesting with a good dose of humor. Quite a range of 
styles this time, from a funny/sad tale of mentally defective neighbors to erotic 
stream-of-consciousness, a wild science fiction fragment, and a too-obvious 
pair of letters from a stalker. Unfortunately, the artwork is obscure, both 
visually and logically, except for the illustrated vasectomy which is all too 
clear. Loves trading/submissions wanted. Price:$2. Jude Vasseur, Revved 
Up Graphics, P.O. Box 8519, SaddleBrook, NJ 07663—Email: 
xylopiano@earthlink.net—URL: http://home.earthlink.net/~xylopiano/ (32 
pages/letterpress/digest/DTPed/MS) 

World Letter 

#8, Spring ’97. A fascinating collection of literature from all different 
countries and walks of life. The excerpt from Celine’s “School for Cadavers” 
shows a much different style than the ellipsis-laden texts of his later works. 
But what it lacks in little dots it certainly makes up for with its vulgar, Bugs 
Bunny-like slang. “Cootie in torn panties! Bite me, gobble my loaf! Do you 
hear me? ” Also appearing is the work of Amy Karolyi, A1 Ackerman, Harvey 
Pekar, Ho Chi Minh, John Bennett, and Stephen Dixon. I wish there was room 
this issue to include each piece in its original language as well as its English 
translation, but with paper prices these days I’m sure that’s not feasible. 
Selective trades/reviews zines books/prints letters. Price:$6. Jon Cone, 729 
Kimball Roa d, Iowa City, IA 52245 (48pages/offset/standard/D TPed/CWB) 

ZYX 

#13, July ’97. A really fine issue of Arnold Skemer’s literary review zine. He 
got a lot of contributors this time, but it’s Arnold’s commentary that I liked 
so much. I’ve often thought about the leftward bias in most zines. Where there 
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are a few zines that have conservative viewpoints, 
the majority of zines (both political and otherwise) 
have a distinctive bias toward the left and progres¬ 
sive. I’ve always postulated that it was because 
these are the precise viewpoints missing from 
mainstream media and therefore people feeling this 
way might be inclined to start their own publica¬ 
tion. Arnold wrote a thoughtful essay that offers a 
different take on the matter. It’s the well-adjusted 
extroverts that gravitate to things like business or 
law and other careers associated with conservative 
viewpoints, while introverts don’t fit in well with 
society and therefore are always searching for 
ways to improve things. Of course it’s the drive to 
improve things that’s most often associated with 
progressive or radical viewpoints. Bob Grumman 
presented some ideas about classification of liter¬ 
ary works that he thought up in response to reading 
things on the Internet. Other contributors include 
Ficus Strangulenis, Guy Beining, and Greg Evan- 
son. The reviews tend to cover more academically 
oriented small-press books and journals but they’re 
quite lengthy and thoughtful. No trades/reviews 
zines books/submissions wanted. Price: 1 stamp. 
Arnold Skemer, Phrygian Press, 58-09 205th St., 
Bayside, NY 11364 (10 pages/xerox/standard/ 
rough/4 times a year/RSF) 


OTHER ZINES 


32 PAGES #3, June ’97. A basic litzine with lots of 
poems and stories in its 32 pages. They recently had a 
fiction chapbook contest and included in this issue are 
some of the winners. The first place winner is Peter 
Johnson who wrote a story about man’s propensity for 
violence. Price:$2.50. Subs:$10 for 6. Michael S. 
Manley, Rain Crow Publishing, 2127 W. Pierce Ave. 
Apt. 2B, Chicago, IL 60622-1824. Selective trades. 

(32/standa rd/DTPed/RSF) _ 

APEX OF THE M #5, Spring ’97. Perfect bound 
journal almost exclusively devoted to poetry. Many of 
these pieces are excerpts from longer works, here re¬ 
presented for the reader who missed them the first time. 
David Matlin’s story of working in prison education 
was one of the best features here. Price:$6. Subs:$10 
for 2. apex of the M, P.O. Box 247, Buffalo, NY 
14213-024 7 (140/digest/professional/CWB) 
BITTERSWEET GUN CLUB Vol. 2, #7, April ’97. 
Joey Boer runs his own micro record label and also 
publishes these short stories as an ongoing chapbook 
series. This one features a warm, yet gritty, love story 
that takes place in the Bay Area. The dialog rings very 
true which is really important. Price:$3. Werner “Joey” 
Boer, 2120 Corwin, Bullhead, AZ 86442. Selective 

trades. (20 /digest/rough/RSF) _ 

BLOOD & APHORISMS #27, Summer ’97. Nicely 
produced anthology with crisp photography and a vari¬ 
ety of voices. Although this issue features the results of 
their national contest, I found the work by Joanna 
Goodman and Stephen Finucan to be the most compel¬ 
ling. Price:$6. Subs:$18 for 4. Blood & Aphorisms, 
P.O. Box 702 Station P, Toronto, ON M5S 2Y4, 
Canada (5 6/standard/professional/CWB) [5 9] 

CAMEL TALK Vol. 2, #3, May ’97. The best issue of 
cAmel Talk yet. The vivid inkjet colors and scans are 
still everywhere you look, while the writing has gotten 
much better. Lyn Lifshin, Paul Weinman, and Jim 
Dewitt each have several pieces. Particularly evocative 
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was Dewitt’s description of a half-digested lunch. It’s 
more a metaphor for the workday than just the contents 
of his stomach. Price:$5. Subs:$27 for 6. C.D. Writing 
Company, P.O. Box 1209, Kingston, WA98346-1209. 
Loves trad ing. (50/standard/polished/CWB ) 

CHIRON REVIEW #49, Winter ’96/’97. A thick 
journal with poetry and fiction from a wide variety of 
writers. Accompanying the literature is an a conversa¬ 
tion between Oberc and Todd Moore. Price:$4. Subs:$12 
for 4. Michael Hathaway, 522 E. South Ave., St. John, 
KS 67576 (47/tabloid/polished/RSF) [58] 

CITY PRIMEVAL Vol. 2, #4, July ’97. This issue 
draws on the work of ten writers, mostly concentrating 
on the short story form. J.Bernhard brings us another 
segment of his serialized “Duran” stories featuring a 
suave barfly with a heart of gold. Jay Udall’s story is 
about meeting an old high school friend who always 
took things slow and easy. Price:$5. Subs:$16 for 4. 
Elizabeth Siddal, P.O. Box 30064, Seattle, WA 98103 

(72/digest/rough/CWB)_ 

CRIPES! #4, Fall ’96. Nice selection of poetry, art, 
and prose. As editors Jim Tolan and Kelly Stern put it, 
its philosophy falls somewhere between the seriousness 
of a lit mag and the uncrafted impulse of a zine. Lots of 
poetry accompanied by a comic from Andrew Robinson 
and stories from Kendall Delcambre and Leah Erick¬ 
son. Price:$4. Subs:$10 for 3. Jim Tolan, P.O. Box 
42302, Lafayette, LA 70504-2302. Selective trades. 

(52/digest/ polished/RSF) [60] _ 

ELM CITY BLUES #2, December ’96. A short fic¬ 
tion/poetry anthology with some sharp photos. Addison 
Black’s simple “Yes” was a lovely slab of black humor. 

It sets about reassuring the reader that yes, all the most 
horrible things in life really will happen to you. Mary 
Winters contributed “Asking for Trouble” about the 
play of children that turns prophetic, while Bill De- 
Frates writes about a man down on his luck but not his 
pride. Price:$2. Jefferson Robbins, P.O. Box 5591, 
Springfield , IL 62705 (46/digest/DTPed/CW B) 
ENIGMA #10, April ’97. A basic lit/mail art zine. This 
one has a long story from R.J. DePaepe, a tale of ill 
health from Jack Mackerel, and a short listing of mail 
art zines. Price:2 stamps/$l cash. Subs:$10 for 12. 
Enigma, 326 29th Ave., East Moline, IL 61244-3009 

(24/digest/ raw/RSF) _ 

FIRST CLASS #4. A basic literary zine with plenty of 
poems and lots of concise poetic short stories that only 
run a page long. Some familiar names in this one—John 
Bennett, Albert Hoffstickler, Jim Dewitt, and Gerald 
Locklin. Lots of good stuff—strong, up-front writing 
that doesn’t pussyfoot around. Price:$4. Subs:$10 for 
4. Christopher Meyer, Four-Sep Publications, P.O. 
Box 12434, Milwaukee, WI53212. Loves trading. (48/ 

digest/rou gh/RSF) __ 

FROZEN HYPNOSIS #26, July ’97. For years and 
years Wisconsin’s prolific Malok has been churning out 
basement recording and these collage assemblies. Us¬ 
ing texts layered on top of images Malok probes the 
human subconscious as he probes our media landscape. 
Price:free. Malok, P.O. Box 41, Waukau, WI 54980. 
Loves trad ing. (8/digest/raw/RSF) [54] 

FUEL #19. The thematic issues have given way this 
time to a general compilation of short fiction. Unfortu¬ 
nately, many of the pieces seem to lack punch and 
deliver their last line just as their characters are getting 
interesting. The longer “Highbeams” was an arresting 
exception however, contrasting two lifelines brought 
together by fate. Price:$3. Subs:$8 for 4. Andy Lowry, 
P.O. Box 408979, Chicago, IL 60640. Loves trading. 

(40/digest/ DTPed/CWB) [61] _ 

GENERATOR #9, Summer ’97. This Ann Arbor- 
based collection is home to many, many writers and 
poets. Lots of featured work by Josie Kearns and Keith 
Taylor, with a great off-kilter piece by Mary Jeselnick- 
Koral. Price:$3. Subs:$10for4. Kimberly Baker, P.O. 
Box 980363, Ypsilanti, MI 48197. Loves trading. (60/ 

half-legal/ polished/C WB) _ 

THE GERL-ILLA ART ZINE Inspired by New York’s 
Guerrilla Girls (female artist activists who exposed the 
sexism in the art world) this zine features feminist 
oriented mail art, rubber stamp collages, comix, and 
rants. There’s a tribute to Frida Kahlo, a great comic 
from Rebeca Garcia-Gonzdez about lesbian dating, and 
lots of work from lots of female and male feminist 
artists. Price:$2.50. Subs:$8 for 4. Mirian Parces, 
P.O. Box 21108, Piedmont, CA 94620. Loves trading. 

(20/standa rd/DTPed/RSF) [60] _ 

HAIGHT ASHBURY LITERARY JOURNAL Vol. 
16, #1. This oversized literary journal is packed full of 
poems from writers around the world. Many of the 


poems explore the struggles of homelessness, poverty, 
and simply being human. Price:$2. Subs:$6 for 2. 
Haight Ashbury Literary Journal, 558 Joost Ave., San 
Francisco, CA 94127 (16/tabloid/polished/R SF) [57] 
THE HIGHLAND FLYER #3, July ’97. An enjoyable 
little zine for the small community of Peekskill, New 
York. Not surprisingly, it’s the only zine coming out of 
Peekskill, but he satisfies the need by including stories 
and poetry and ads for upcoming events. Price:$1.50. 
Subs:$13 for 12. TimTrewhella, Highland Flyer, P.O. 
Box 2247, Peekskill, NY 10566. Selective trades. (24/ 

digest/pol ished/RSF)__ 

HYBRID MOMENTS #8, February ’97. Loaded with 
fiction and poetry, Hybrid Moments also manages a 
few non-lit features on the side. Much of this issue is 
future world SF, and the interview with John Marr was 
a rare treat. Price:$2.50. Subs:$ 15 for 6. Peter Ed¬ 
mond, P.O. Box 14, Albertson, NY 11508-0014. Loves 

trading. (6 0/standard/DTPed/CWB) _ 

THE IMPULSE Vol. 3, #2, Spring ’97. The Impulse 
is split almost equally between music reporting and the 
literary scene. Here they cover a load of show and CD 
reviews, a broad range of social topics, and poetry by 
Brian Sauer, Mike Fuchs, and Jonathan Lasker. Price:$2. 
Brian Sauer, 1085 14th St. #1410, Boulder, CO 80302. 
Selective t rades. (39/tabloid/polished/CWB ) 

INNER VOICES #5, Summer ’97. A simple literary 
zine that focuses on writing from prisoners and their 
loved ones. Lots of harsh poems that capture the brutal 
reality of what life is like on the inside. A couple good 
stories complement the many poems in this issue. We 
get short stories about life inside the wall from Arthur 
Curry and Paddy Reid. Price:$4. Subs:$8 for 2. Nolan 
Williams, P.O. Box 4500 #219, Bloomington, IN 
47402. Sel ective trades. (52/digest/rough/R SF) [61] 
KOBISENA #39. The Prakalpana literary movement 
incorporates lots of icons and experimental arrange¬ 
ments in their poetry. Many have natural themes and 
speak of the moon, the ocean, flowers, and trees. 
English translations sit side by side with the originals in 
Bengali. Price:$l cash or IRC. Jessica Manack, 1025 
Thorn Run Rd., Moon Township, PA 15108-2817 (8/ 

half-legal/ rough/CWB) [58] _ 

KUNST #1, August ’97. A good name for a new zine 
that features the illustrations of Paul Simmers and 
Byron Winton. Paul and Byron are switching off be¬ 
tween issues, with Paul taking on the first one. His 
illustrations are quite interesting, mixing a touch of the 
surreal with the comical and darkly gothic. A good 
source for inspiration or people looking for zine illos 
(though I doubt his work is public domain “clip art”). 
Price:$1 + 2 stamps. Subs:$10 for 6. Paul Simmers, 
P.O. Box 1764, Warner Robins, GA 31099-1764. 
Loves trad ing. (20/digest/rough/RSF) 

LUMMOX JOURNAL #3, August ’97. More of a 
personal newsletter of projects and local events than a 
zine. June’s issue had only one poem, two short short 
stories, and an interview with local band Leather 
Hyman. July had an interesting piece on breaking 
taboos, while the August issue pays tribute to Bukows- 
ki. Price:$2. Subs:$20 for 12. Lummox Journal, P.O. 
Box 5301, San Pedro, CA 90733-5301 (16/digest/ 

DTPed/CWB)_ 

MANDRAKE POETRY REVIEW Vol. 2, #3, Au¬ 
tumn ’97. A unique publication that is primarily con¬ 
cerned with poetry books, chaps, and zines for review. 
This issue has over 100 lengthy critiques ranging from 
Gortday Review to Stroker. Lots of excerpts give the 
reader firsthand knowledge of the work being dis¬ 
cussed. Price:$2.50. Subs:$10 for 4. David Castleman, 
P.O. Box 792, Larkspur, CA 94977-0792. Selective 

trades. (36 /standard/rough/CWB) _ 

MESECHABE #16. Poetry, essays, and interviews 
make up this literary/philosophical journal. Their inter¬ 
ests include sexual politics, environmentalism, and the 
history of the poetic form. The main feature is an 
interview with Louise Webb, who, along with her late 
husband Jon Webb produced the groudbreaking publi¬ 
cation The Outsider from 1960-1968. Price:$4. Subs:$20 
for 5. Mesechabe, 1539 Crete St., New Orleans, LA 
70119-300 6 (44/standard/DTPed/RSF) [59] 
MONKEY JOE# 1, Winter ’96/’97. A lighthearted but 
sparse litzine that mostly features poetry and a few 
pages of comics. It was produced as a response to 
censorship at the Monroe Woodbury High School 
newspaper. I’m surprised that these pieces were cen¬ 
sored, as they can hardly be considered vulgar, except 
by the self-appointed censors at the school newspaper. 
Price:$3. Subs:$12 for 4. James J. Rose, 380 Spring 
Street, Monroe, NY 10950 (21/standard/rough/RSF) 






























MVSEVM #2, Fall ’96. Lighter works with an imme¬ 
diate sense of style. Mike Sears’s first entry is a poetic 
rendition of corn’s transformation from kernels to 
fluffy popcorn. Three very short fiction pieces by Matt 
were well-executed and enjoyable. We also get a ready- 
to-assemble table game about grad school and haiku by 
E. Chaffin. Price:$2. Matt Sears, 7721 Cortlandt Place, 
Norfolk, VA 23505 (40/digest/rough/CWB ) [58] 

THE MYSTERY & ADVENTURE SERIES RE¬ 
VIEW #30, Summer ’97. Wow, it’s news to me that 
Fred Woodworth, publisher of the anarchist zine The 
Match!, was such a fan of mystery and adventure 
serials of the ’40s and ’50s. In this issue of The M&A 
Review he explores the Rick Brant series by Harold 
Goodwin. The article is illustrated by copies from the 
extremely rare Japanese edition of The Lost City. 
Price:$4. Subs:$14 for 4. Fred Woodworth, P.O. Box 
3488, Tucs on, AZ 85722 (72/half-legal/polishe d/JP) [61] 
NEOLOGISMS #3. A new literary zine which seems 
to be very open to all sorts of contributions. The stories 
and poems tend to be a bit more experimental than 
most. Lots in here (Cindy Creed, Jim Leftwich, Joe 
Napora, Ben Ohmart, Cheryl Townsend), all tied up 
with a nice comb binding. Price:$5. Jim Fay, Big 
Snapper Enterprises, Box 869, 1102 Pleasant St., 
Worcheste r, MA 01602 (78/standard/rough /RSF) 

O.D. #10, Summer ’97. An eclectic collection of 
satirical and serious writing mixed with plenty of 
poetry. A short appreciation of Gary Newman and a 
surprising tribute to Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price:$l. 
Subs:$5 for 4. Mike Pfeiffer, P.O. Box 4393, Troy, MI 
48099. Loves trading. (12/digest/DTPed/RSF) [59] 
OCCASIONAL ALPHABET #6, Flag Day ’96. This 
is too cool. Evan has made these simple picture books 
with short stories of the alphabet. The letters play 
various roles and take on very human characteristics. 
This is the Flag Day issue with various letters getting 
excited about the upcoming events. Price:25C + stamp. 
Subs:$2 for 6. Evan Harris, P.O. Box 20515, New 
York, NY 10009. Loves trading. (7/mini/raw/ CWB) [61] 
PAGAN PLACE #10, 1997Summer ’95. The original 
photography of Pagan Place is its best feature. Suzanne 
Wimmer’s ghostly image of a woman in the forest and 
the opening page collage of drawing and photos were 
the most stirring. Price:$3. Subs:$7 for 3. Robert 
Martens, P.O. Box 83, Hell Gate Station, New York, 
NY 10029. Selective trades. (40/half-legal/polished/ 
CWB) [59] 

THE PANNUS INDEX #3, April ’97. This focused 
Irish-American issue includes the work of over 20 
writers, some of whom even write in Gaelic. Bruce 
Curley’s simple yet moving poem about his wife’s tears 
comes together in a perfectly placed last line. Price:$5. 
Subs:$15. Pannus Index, 158 King St., Northampton, 
MA 01060 (86/digest/pol ished/CWB) [61] 

PAPER AIRPLANE #1. Finally, someone put some 
creative thought into the structure of the zine. This new 
litzine from Cynic Press is designed to be folded up into 
a paper airplane—complete with poetry printed on its 
“fuselage.” Not a particularly brilliant collection of 
poetry, but certainly something amusing to break up the 
monotony. Cynic Press, P.O. Box 40691, Philadel¬ 
phia, PA 1 9107 (rough/RSF) _ 

PENNY DREADFUL REVIEW #32, Summer ’97. A 
simple anthology from C Ra McGurit’s Penny Dreadful 
Press. Lots of poetry mixed with plenty of stories and 
illustrations to keep things moving. No unifying theme, 
but many of the poems seem to explore humanity and 
the extremes of human behavior. Price:$3. Subs:$10 
for 4. C Ra McGuirt, Penny Dreadful Press, 4210 Park 
Ave., Nashville, TN 37209 (32/digest/DTPed/RSF) 
[54] _ 

PHATI’TUDE #1, Spring ’97. These cross-cultural 
poems and stories get to the heart of the authors’ 
ethnicity and upbringing. The highlight of the issue was 
“Talking Circle” in which four writers with diverse 
heritages share their experiences with literature and 
culture, making for an enlightening juxtaposition. Very 
heavy on poetry. Price:$7. Subs:$25 for 4. Chimeara 
Communications, P.O. Box 214, Palisades Park, NJ 
07650-021 4 (104/standard/pol ished/C WB) 

ROCKET PRESS #8, June ’97. We haven’t heard 
from this guys in a while and now, here it is, issue 
number 8. Unfortunately, even after two years, it’s still 
a bit thin. There are just a few short stories and some 
(seemingly randomly selected) poems. I would prefer 
seeing more theme, structure, and content. Price:$l .50. 
Subs:$5 for 4. Darren Johnson, Rocket Press, P.O. Box 
672, Water Mill, NY 11976-0672 (16/standard/rough/ 
RSF) 


SHORT FUSE #68. A set of large foldout sheets that 
are packed with a wide variety of poetry, prose, and 
illustrations. Appearing in this issue is John Bennet, 
Lyn Lifshin, Albert Huffstickler, and the cartoonist 
collective Hector. Price:$l. Subs:$9 for 6. Holden, 
P.O. Box 90436, Santa Barbara, CA 93190-0436. 
Selective t rades. (4/oversized/raw/RSF) [56 ] 
SILENCE SYNDROME #1, Summer ’97. The best 
part of this fiction/essay zine is Eric’s story of his own 
heritage. About the Latino culture and the ability to 
speak Spanish, he wisely remarks “It seems like Amer¬ 
ica is the only country where you have to be ashamed of 
being multi-lingual.” Another essay on Chiapas and 
some pretty messy comics. Price:$l. Eric Battaglia, 
2344 S. 11th Ave., North Riverside, IL 60546. Selec¬ 
tive trades. (38/half-legal/raw/CWB) 

THE SILVER WEB #14. Nicely designed collection 
that makes occasional forays into SF storytelling. Inter¬ 
views with author Jonathan Carroll and artist Rodger 
Gerberding, and work by Scott Eagle, Walt Phillips, 
and Simon Perchik. Price:$5.95. Subs:$10 for 2. Ann 
Kennedy, Buzzcity Press, P.O. Box 38190, Tallahas¬ 
see, FL 32 315 (86/standard/professional/CW B) [61] 
SPEAKING FROM THE BREAST... #3, Spring ’97. 
Literary expressions of motherhood with less humor 
and more feminism this time. “Slapstick and Mother¬ 
hood” is darned pretty and “Playing Dress Up” is a nice 
piece, too. Some of the rest gets a little gooey for my 
taste, but I’m a dad so what do I know? Price:$3. 
Subs:$10 for 4. K. Brittany Fedorev Vanderkleed, 
Scarlet Apple Enterprise, P.O. Box 854, Washington 
Crossing, PA 18977-0854. (28/digest/DTPed/MS) 
STREET BEAT QUARTERLY Vol. 5, #3. Street 
Beat invites current and former homeless people to 
contribute stories and poems about their experiences. 
This one has lots of moving stories and a surprise 
pamphlet from Whiteboy. Price:$2.50 donation. Subs:$10 
for 4. Community Human Services, 301 Third Ave., 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 (32/standard/polished /RSF) [59] 
STROKER #60. Many of these pieces are set in New 
York and reflect the mad scramble of life that the city 
brings. Howard S. Levy’s sampling and short criticism 
of the work of Izumi Shikibu made a wonderful diver¬ 
sion from the routine literary submissions. Shikibu 
wrote short love poetry a millennium ago, yet it is as 
applicable today as it was in her lifetime. Also sampled 
is Albert Cossery’s Men God Forgot, now out of print. 
Subs:$15 for 3. Irving Stettner, Stroker, 124 N. Main St. #3, 
Shavertown , PA 18708 (48/digest/DTPed/CW B) [56] 
STRUGGLE Vol. 13, #2, 1997. Impassioned poetry 
and stories from a politically leftist bent. At times 
reminiscent of Bob Dylan, at times it even hawks back 
to The Masses. Price:$2.50. Subs:$10 for 4. Tim Hall, 
P.O. Box 13261, Detroit, MI 48213-0261. Loves trad¬ 
ing. (76/digest/rough/RSF) [59] 

SUB-TERRAIN #21, Winter ’96. One of the better 
issues of late for this Canadian anthology. Claire 
Humphrey’s story of her man’s return was a sexy, 
romantic, and honest piece that was one of the issue’s 
best. Price:$5. Subs:$18 for 4. sub-Terrain Magazine, 
P.O. Box 1575, Bentall Centre, Vancouver, BC V6C 
2P7, Cana da (40/standard/pol ished/C WB) [57] 
SYMBIOTIC OATMEAL #2, Spring ’97. A simple 
collection of poetry that, while written in English, has 
a Chinese style to the verse. Price:$l. Juan Xu, P.O. 
Box 14938, Philadelphia, PA 19149 (20/digest/ rough/RSF) 
TEA PARTY MAGAZINE Vol. 2, #4, Fall ’96. 
Routine lit zine but with a wonderful five page synopsis 
of the decline of Rome. The story set at the supermarket 
grew increasingly tense as the woman at the register 
fumbled with the receipt tape. Price:$3. Subs:$15 for 4. 
3763 Sundale Rd., Lafayette, CA 94549. Loves trad¬ 
ing. (27/standard/DTPed/CWB) 

TO DELIA (MON CHERE) #1, January ’97. A one- 
off that’s filled with lots of evocative imagery and 
nonlinear silliness, “...woven intestine embroidered 
with knitted blue spindle fiber. Hair stained teal from 
crying alligator boys...” Price:$l. Brigitte, 2519 Mc¬ 
Mullen Booth Rd., Suite 510-351, Clearwater, FL 
34621. Lo ves trading. (16/mini/raw/CWB) 
TRANSCENDENT VISIONS Spring ’97. This is some 
strange stuff indeed. Mike Stickel writes about a wom¬ 
an with hydrophobia who is simultaneously suffering 
from hemmorhoids and rabies. J.D. Wade describes 
“staring at a woman’s well-oiled breasts and having a 
rough time not slobbering on them.” And I can’t quite 
get a grip on the poetry of Goofy Grandma. Price:$2. 
Subs:$8for4. David Kime, 251 S. OldsBlvd. Apt. 84- 
E, Fairless Hills, PA 19030-3426. Loves trading. (22/ 
standard/rough/CWB) [59] 
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URBANUS Summer ’97. A uniquely written and hand¬ 
somely bound journal of criticism and poetry. Janette 
Edwards’s excerpt from the life of Solita Solano was 
full of the spirit of the times. Solita lived in Paris 
between the wars, finding acceptance as a lesbian, and 
meeting the Russian quack/teacher Gurdjieff. We’re 
also given a rare viewing of Miroslav Holub’s verse and 
short fiction by Thaisa Frank. Price:$7. Subs:$16for3. 
Urbanus Press, P.O. Box 192921, San Francisco, CA 
94119 (96/ digest/professional/CWB) 

VIEWFINDER #21. This beautifully printed booklet 
provides a sample of the upcoming photography shows 
at Focal Point Gallery in New York. Some of these 
shots, with their hand tinting and grainy texture, are 
quite striking works of art, making me wish that New 
York wasn’t so far away. Price:donation/$4???. Focal 
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Point Gallery, 321 City Island Ave., City Island, NY 
10464 (24/standard/professional/CWB) 

VOICES FROM THE WELL #1, April ’97. A zine 
that brings together the community of open mic poets in 
the Minneapolis/St. Paul region. Harrison Matthews 
delivered one of the few short stories here. It relates one 
man’s desperation to clear the past and the statutory 
rape and incest weighing on his conscience. Price:$5. 
Subs:$15 for 4. Laura Winton, 402 S. Cedar Lake Rd., 
Minneapol is, MN 55405 (32/standard/DTP ed/CWB) 
WILLIAM’S HORRA / LAST AVENUE March ’97. 
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Clay publishes a series of chapbooks that feature his 
short stories. They seem almost like fables with some 
sort of message attached to them. Price:$l. Clay McLeod 
Chapman, 2643 Shorham Dr., Richmond, VA 23235. 
Selective t rades. (16/standard/DTPed/RSF) 
WORDWRIGHTS! #10, Summer ’97. A literary jour¬ 
nal that emphasizes poetry of unknown writers. The 
design is really sharp, using plenty of illustrations but 
still keeping the focus on the poetry. Price:$5. Subs:$10 
for 3. The Argonne Hotel Press, 1620 Argonne Place 
NW, Washington, DC 20009 (48/standard/polished/ 
RSF) [61] 
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Eratica publishes a diversity of 
fiction, poetry, essays, reviews, and 
art. Some of the work may be close 
to traditional literary fare, but most 
is experimental and “half a bubble 
off plumb” in nature. We serialize 
longer works of fiction. 

Subscriptions: $18.00 
Sample copies: $5.95 
Send check or money order to: 
Eratica 
POB 936 

Wayne MI 48184-0936 


Feed Your Head 

S n LON 

A JOURNAL OF AESTHETICS 


7 

O 

H 

(ft 

X 

m 

m 

H 

■n 

< 

m 

0) 

10 















































134 

X 

I 

o 

o 


COMIX 


Underground comix have seen many ups and 
downs. There seems to be a huge movement of 
independent comic publishing. New publishing 
houses, new artists, and titles. If you want 
variety, forget your local comic shop, and do 
your comic shopping here instead. 

+ Ab Inspector ♦ 

#2. A great collection of comix from Toronto-based cartoonist Patti Kim (who 
also does the zine Fuzzy Heads are Better). Patti seems to be having a lot 
of fun, especially now that she’s dating Joe Matt. To beat Joe to the punch, 
Patti wrote up some personal comments about him knowing full well that he’ll 
be writing about her in his next comic. Called “Top 10 tidbits ‘bout Joe Matt,” 
we get to hear how much Joe likes porn, how competitive he is, and how “he 
knows the value of a dollar. ” Joe must really like her because he let Patti print 
some unusual bits from his sketchbooks. We also get some tales from Patti’s 
childhood and a piece about the annoying people you often come across eating 
in restaurants. Loves trading/prints letters. Price:$1.50cash. Patti Kim, Box 
68568, 360A Bloor St. W., Toronto, ON M5S 1X1, Canada—Email: 
bq761 @free net.toronto.on.ca (16 pages/xerox/digest/raw/RSF ) 

Age of Super Heores 

#32. Most issues of this zine are filled with super hero action stories told in 
prose form. This time out Dan presents the comic strip adventures of a hero 
called Minor Threat. The story has been serialized in previous issues, but is 
presented here for the first time in its entirety. Writer and cartoonist Toby 
Mays tells the story of a super hero who is falling apart emotionally after 
breaking up with his girlfriend. It’s essentially the story of Mays’ divorce told 
in comic book form. While the artwork has a certain charm, the story is full 
of the super hero angst that Marvel turned into a cliche long ago. As a form 
of therapy for Mays’ personal problems this is a unique and noble effort, but 
as entertainment I can’t recommend it. Dan O’Keefe, 1423 E. John Apt. #2, 
Seattle, WA 98112 (34 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed/MJB) 

♦ Amusement ♦ 

Vol. 2, #1, July ’97. A really amusing collection of single-page cartoons from 
Ken Dahl and Rob Schulz who previously worked on Drenched. The strips 
poke fim at life from an outsider point of view (maybe it comes from living 
in Hawaii). Their style is really fun, reminding me a bit of Lloyd (Trouble 
Town ) Dangle and Gavin (Pervert) Mclnnes. I particularly like all the Hawaii- 
themed pages, offering a unique glimpse of island life. My other favorite is 
the section called “The True Story of a Band” where they illustrate all the 
frustrations of starting a band—die trouble coming up with a name, the 
difficulty of writing songs, and the embarrassingly poorly attended gigs. 
Selective trades/prints letters. Price:$1.50. Ken Dahl, 2051 Makiki St., 
Honolulu, HI 96822 (28 pages/xerox/half-legal/raw/RSF) 
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Artbabe 

by Jessica Abel 

Vol. 2, #1. Jessica Abel has really come up in the world. First she gets a Xeric 
Grant, and now her book has been picked up by Fantagraphics. In her first 
issue published by those guys up in Seattle she created the story of Ben and 
Darcy. It turns out that Ben and Darcy have been lusting after each other from 
afar. When Ben applies for a job at Darcy’s place of employment, he asks her 
out. Surprisingly though, the first date isn’t as successful as both had wished 
for and hopes for a future relationship are quashed. There’s a great twist in 
the story where she illustrates the events from both of their points of view. It’s 
a fabulously realistic story that captures the details of real life better than most 
autobiographical comix. Fantagraphics, 7563 Lake City Way NE, Seattle, 
WA 98115—Email: fgraphic@halcyon.com (24 pages/offset/comic/profes- 
sional/RSF)_ 

♦ Bad Meat 4 

#3, March ’97. Jim Blanchard is back with another collection of depraved and 
offensive comic stories. My favorite story here is “Mr. Big’s Vacation,” 
created by Dennis Eichhorn, Pat Moriarity, and Jim Blanchard. The tale 
opens with ultra-horny Mr. Big arriving in town. A cabdriver takes him to The 
Suck Palace where he waits his turn for an impersonal sex act. He loses his 
wallet along the way and is forced to become a sex slave to pay off his debt. 
Lots more, including a fine selection of full-page portraits and illustrations 
from Jim B.’s skillful hands. Price:$4. Jim Blanchard, Beef Eye, P.O. Box 
20321, Seatt le, WA 98102 (32 pages/offset/comic/professiona l/RSF) 

•♦■The Beat Generation♦ 

#1. In Patrick’s introduction to this issue, he explains the trouble he recently 
had with Matt Groening over a character called “Bongo the Beatnik. ” It seems 
that Mr. Groening thinks that Bongo is a name that only he is entitled to use, 
despite its suitability for a Beatnik character. It’s great to see Patrick is not 
caving in to pressure and that Bongo and Daddy-o are back for another hep 
time, ftere they are in dullsville desperately looking for a happenin’ scene. 


They go through the whole strip looking for a car to skip town, and when they 
finally find one, realize no one has any money for gas. Loves trading. 
Price:50C. Patrick O. Handlon, Dead Cat, P.O. Box 5028, Greenwood, IN 
46142—Em ail: deadcatinc@aol.com (36 pages/xerox/mini/rou gh/CWB) 

Blue Hole 

#2. I just fell in love with Christine’s world of curvy reality, toy time 
companions, and swaggering pirates that get sappy when they drink. Ruby 
starts the adventure off on a quest for baking soda, but when she returns, her 
house has burned down and a note saying “sorry” is taped to her wooden 
rocking horse. She sets off towards the harbor, and before long is drunk on 
red and partying with Calico Jack. The tale of Violeta Francesca was full of 
wonderfbl yet sometimes eerie imagery. She jumps from one form to the next, 
from a spygirl to a leathery winged and sleepy fruit bat. Wonderfully playful 
and expressive art, while the storytelling reminds me of the Oz books or even 
Carroll’s Alice. Price:$3. Christine Shields, P.O. Box 40923, San Francisco, 
CA 94140-0 923 (24 pages/offset/comic/professional/CWB) 

Buzzard 

#18, All your favorites are back in this new issue of Buzzard. Kicking it off 
is another Steve Lafler story staring Dog Boy. Dangle is back too, with three 
Troubletown cartoons including “All I need to know in life I learn from little 
symbolic media tidbits.” Another highlight is part eleven of the Stephen 
Beaupre/Steve Lafler story of working as a computer operator. Anything but 
glamorous the experience sounds positively dreadful, described as “nothing 
more than a glorified assembly line” and “as exciting as being a Toaster Oven 
Operator.” Other contributors include Phoebe Gloeckner, David Greenberg- 
er, James Kochalka, and Wayno. No trades/prints letters. Price:$3.75. 
Stephen Beaupre, Cat-Head Comics, P.O. Box 576, Hudson, MA 01749- 
Email: cathead@world.std.com—URL: http://world.std.com/'cathead (32 
pages/bound newsprint/standard/professional/3 times a year/R SF) 

-♦■Chaotic Neutral♦ 

#1. Greg Fiering, who is well known as the creator of the “Migraine Boy” 
strip, has put together this new one-shot that pays tribute to his former 
passions: Dungeons & Dragons and the old Atari 2600. Instead of being a 
cohesive set of stories or even a collection of comic panels, it’s a more neutral 
presentation of memories that don’t need any explanation. Anyone who went 
through this phase will find themselves pointing to various bits saying “ Yup, 
that happened to me!” The best piece in here is the long, simply illustrated 
story of four guys playing D&D. Y ou would swear that Greg took the dialogue 
straight from a real session as it sounded so familiar. When you boil it down, 
the stories here are less about making a saving throw and finding the Pitfall! 
treasure than they are a paean to nearly lost memories, strange and wonderful 
that they are. Price:???. Greg Fiering, 111 E. 14th St. #377, New York, NY 
10003 (20 p ages/xerox/half-legal/rough/CWB) _ 

Cinders & Ashes 

#4, Spring ’97. You really have to experience David’s understated art and 
storytelling firsthand to appreciate it. At times his drawing reminds me of 
Palookaville , only with more feeling and emotion than Seth has. This unique 
issue is a handful of stories vaguely related in that they all appear to take place 
at the Yuba 6 motel in Sacramento. It begins with a mysterious guest checking 
in and segues into two traveling French girls talking about sex. As the reader 
is led room by room, they witness scenes of loneliness, depravity, and lovers’ 
squabbles. But what I like most is the disjointed and nonlinear storytelling that 
bleeds one chapter into the next. The illustrated chapter from Luke details the 
story of the Good Samaritan, and while less intriguing than David’s regular 
offerings, it was still a treat. Please do not miss this. Selective trades. 
Price:$2. David Yamada, P.O. Box 251702, Los Angeles, CA 90025 (24 
pages/xerox /digest/rough/CWB) __ 

Cometbus 

Ride the Wohl Whip 

#39. On my last trip to Seattle I ran into Aaron and Bobby who gave me this 
copy of Cometbus featuring Bobby’s wonderful comic stories. If you’re a 
regular reader of Cometbus you’ve probably seen Bobby’s autobio work, but 
this issue is completely devoted to it. It took a bit of prodding on Aaron’s part, 
but the results speak for themselves. These are great stories, which capture 
the energy and reality of living on the edge—and it all comes from true 
experiences. Tales of being homeless, living in squats, getting beat up by 
skinheads, working as a dishwasher, and traveling around the country in a VW 
microbus. Price:$2.50. Robert Madness, P.O. Box 4726, Berkeley, CA 
94704 (offse t/digest/rough/RSF) _ 

♦ Cone of Silence + 

#1, Fall ’97. Part spoof of Sunday funnies and part illustrated storytelling. The 
artwork here can be rough in spots, but the writing more than makes up for 
it. The longest story was really upsetting. A woman begins her night meeting 
an NYU student at McDonald’s. She has no place to go and hasn’t eaten so 
gets lead around all night and eventually consents to having sex with him, 
which turns into a ridiculous and awful event. When it’s all over she can’t 
believe she let herself be treated so poorly and still felt sorry for the guy. Funny 
spoof on New Age books with titles like “A Course in Miracle Whip” and 
“Aligning Your Car’s Chakras. ” Loves trading/reviews zines/age statement/ 
free to prisoners. Price:$3. Subs:$12 for 4 issues. Kelly Renee, P.O. Box 
92977, Long Beach, CA 90809-2977 (28 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 

















the avalanthe presents... 


the greatest comic/monster catalog of ALL time 


INPIE Classics 







Horror Zines; Plus Creep 
Eerie, Vampi , Heavy Mete 
FAMOUS MONSTERS OF FILM¬ 
LAND undistributed shiny copies 

34,36,39,41,49-50,59,81 .$10 

53-55,57,61-65..$7.50; YEARBOO 

1966 $20.00; 1968,1969.$1i 

HOUSE OF HAMMER classic Brit 
horor magazine, again uncirculated 
$10.00; 8-10,12-14,17-19,21-23 ......7 

SCARY MONSTERS 1-19 .5 

SHORT WHITE (see below) 
all horror, monster, vampire comics 
life is good, only ..$7! 


VAMPIRELLA 2 (1969) $50 


fact five VEROTIK sale 


Glenn Danzig brings his nightmares 
to you. Full list accompanies all orders. 

Deathdealer 1-3 ..$5.00; JAGUAR 

GOD 0... 3.75; 1.$5.00; 2-7 ..3.00; 

the following are all $2.75 SATANIKA 
(1996 series) 1-5; VEROTIKA 7-14 ; 

Trade Paperbacks only $9.DO@ : 
SATANIKA,GOTH,VEROTIKA,IGRAT; 
VEROTIKA EAST what it says $11.00 
*the following PORTFOLIOS, only 17.00 
ones WINGBIRD, VENUS 
(Dave Stevens, 

*more Verotik wholesale & retail in 
Avalanche .(ain’t life gran 


the AVALANCHE lists over 
7000 different INDIE titles 

LONG WHITE (see below) BUND DATE 

Take a chance. Nothing but INDIES, 1983-1993, NO 
VALIANT, lots of strange stuff, incl some that your 
mother may not want you to read so statement of 
age is required, less than 30 cents/ comic 
$110.00 postpaid 

OKTOBERFEST scarce 1976 Dave 
“Cerebus” Sim cover to cover $15.00 
COMICO PRIMER 2 (1982; 1st Grendel) 
ignore Wizard, Overstreet, only (ha!) 45.00 
HEART OF DARKNESS undistributed 

early Tim “Faust” Vigil.$10.00 

PSYCH01,2 Dan “Eightball” Clowes 
edits & draws1981 B& W magazine... 5.00 


MONSTERS/ HAMMER 


BLAST FROM THE PAST I 

CLASSIC REPRINT 
TRADES (all b&w) 

TEEN ANGST -146 pages, 21 
stories of 50’s romance repr 
(Malibu (1990), publ at 14.95 only 
&LQ0 ; ES GARDNER FOUR 
CASES OF MURDER - 268 
1950-1951 dailiesby Keefer & 
Lofgren, publ at 17.95 on ly 
$7,00 ; SHERLOCK 
HOLMES - 1954 dailies by 
Meiser/Giacoia, publ at $17.95, 
only 1 7,0 0; WILL GOULD’S 
RED BARRY - 4 episodes from 
1935-1937, nice production by 
STAR TREK ( 1969 ) Fantagraphics & R Marshall, 

22-27 VF-NM ...$25.00 P uW at $9.95, only $5,00 


. lists over 
. Film & 

Plus Creepy, 
j Metal 
i OF FILM- 

9.00 

.12.00 

; British 
11,7 

' cn 

I 

comics, 

.$75.00 


Complete 


Sets 


BATMAN 404-407 

Year 1 Miller. $8.00 

SKREEMER 1-6 
Milligan pre Vertigo punk 

noir. $7.50 

ALIEN WORLDS 1-9,3D 1 
EC type sci-fi/ horror $12.00 
MARVEL COMICS 
PRESENTS 72-84 
Barry W Smith Weapon X/ 

Wolverine saga. $15.00 

1000s more sets in the AVALANCHE 


What is The Avalanche? 
The ONLY truly awesome cat¬ 
alogue of Comics, Film & 
related material ANYWHERE! 
150+ tabloid size pages: big- 
than your hometown 
paper - bigger than OCR 
(NYC) hometown paper. 
Comics 1940 to 2000, 
Imports, Guides & Journals, 
Archies & metric tonnes 
MORE! 

Send $3.00 for catalogue 
(refundable with 1 st order) 
or send $10 for one year 
subscription 


I Boxes of Comics 


this month ’s 

LONG WHITES: 

JOHN BYRNE CAREER 
REVIEW 1975 Charlton Doomsday* 1 
to the Fantastic Four to Next Men, less 
than 75 cents/ book; lots of supnses, 

great collection............ .$225.00 

MILLER/MOORE/GAIMAN 

nothing but comics by these comic book 
greats; classic Daredevils to Vertigo 

Sandman... . ..$225.00 

CHAYKIN SHORT WHITE 

180+ all different Chaykin books, from Cody 
Starbuck to American Flagg to Black Kiss 
(age statement!!!) to Twilight ..$100.00 


LQNG 


WHITE? 

an assortment 
shipped in a 
stuffed long white 
comic box: 360+ 
comics, limited 
dupes, mostly VF- 
NM unless noted 

SHORT 

WHITE 

shipped in a short 
white comic box: 
180+ comics, all 
different, mostly 
VF-NM unless note 
over 100 different 
long & short whites 


„ . _ Verotik titles intended for adults only. You must be over 18 and include a signed statement of aqe. No exceptions! 

Postage & handling: $4.00 for US mail ($5.00 for UPS) plus 50 per comic; 100 per trade paperback. Foreign orders: multiply postage rates by 2. All orders shipped with¬ 
in 48 hrs (maximum!) C.O.D.via UPS only: add $5.00 to UPS rates, M/C, Visa & Amex welcome. Will reserve books for up to 10 business days. Orders may be placed by 
phone, mail or fax) Refunds (no credit slips) for all sold out items. Offer expires 2/15/98 150 page catalogue accompanies all orders, or send $3.00; E Mail is com¬ 
ing!!!!; thanks from the team avalanche! please send all order, make all checks payable to: 

Joseph Koch 206 41st, Brooklyn (“where the weak are eaten”),NY 11232 718-768-8571 -fax (718) 768-8918 
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Crackbrained Comix 

#2, December ’96. Jim takes on a few boarders this time with submitted work 
from Barrie Lynn, Chris Larson, “and Tahira too. ” The creature from planet 
Probosco remains my favorite however, especially with the recurring strip 
“Excellence in Customer Service.” Each of these single panels begins with 
a dopey maxim. “The royal road to a man’s heart is to talk to him about the 
things he treasures most.—Theodore Roosevelt.” Below that is Probosco 
asking “Can I get you anything else, sir? Everything okay with your penis, 
sir? Does it need any attention? A spit-shine, perhaps?” Then there’s the 
wonderfully silly series “Timothy Leary vs. G.Gordon Liddy Comix.” It’s 
the coyote and roadrunner all over again, but Leary and Liddy both look like 
mushy twinkies with limbs. Tahira’s more somber etchings give a nice variety 
to the issue. Price:$2. Jim Richardson, 849 Almar Ave., Box C-266, Santa 
Cruz, CA 95060 (28 pages/xerox/standard/raw/CWB) 

The Creeping Horrors 

#7. A very wacky collection of bizarre stories that 
are sometimes violent and sometimes a bit sexy. 

I liked the three-page story of a guy who wakes up 
after being dead for quite some time. He has 
trouble getting around (taxies don’t like to stop for 
walking skeletons) and after taking a nap he wakes 
up in an autopsy room with a toe tag. Even better 
are the short, single-page gags. Selective trades/ 
submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$10 for 4 
issues. Mark J. Wick, Royalcrock Enterprises, 

3901-109 Capital Blvd. Suite 144, Raleigh, NC 
27604 (xero x/digest/raw/RSF) 

•f Dam-f 

HI . This new title is a wonderful tribute to Harvey 
Kurtzman’s Mad comic book, not only in style but 
in appearance. The Richie Rich characters set the 
stage in a story about Japanese imperialism in the 
U.S. They are all drawn in vintage ’60s racist style 
to capture the comic art of the period exactly. Then 
there’s a gay send-up of Superman and Batman 
and a reworking of Barney into a hungry “Cami. ” 

Great parodies that are updated to our current 
social scene and printed in hill color. Price:$2.95. 

Alex Chapunoff, Dam Comics, P.O. Box 370426, 

Miami, FL 33137 (24 pages/offset/comic/profes- 
sional/CWBy_ 

Eightball 

by Dan Clowes 

#18. Once again Dan completely outdid himself in this new issue of Eightball . 
In case you haven’t heard, Dan Clowes and Terry Zwigoff (who did the movie 
Crumb) are working on a film version of “Ghost World.” In anticipation of 
that, Dan wrote up what seems like the story’s final chapter this issue. The 
sadness overwhelms me, but now I have the movie to look forward to, and 
with Dan and Terry in charge, it’s gotta be good. I’m certainly not going to 
tell you how things end up, but this final chapter takes up 18 pages in the book. 
The rest is devoted to a completely new story, about a washed up, real live 
superhero who’s having trouble keeping his career active in these slow, lean 
times. What’s most intriguing about the story is how it fades in between what 
really happened and what happened in our hero’s mind. As an extra added 
bonus, we get this insert pamphlet, Modern Cartooning, which presents a 
realistic (and somewhat optimistic) overview of the current state of comic 
books. No trades/reviews comics/prints letters. Price:$2.95 + $1. Fanta- 
graphics, 7563 Lake City Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115—Email: 
fgraphic@halcyon.com (34 pages/offset/comic/professional/2 times a year/ 
RSF) __ 

+ Flip + 

#1, July ’97. An impressive book from the publisher of Half Shit. This is a 
collaborative effort between Dean Westerfield and Jeff Guarino, who are both 
school teachers. Just two stories here—one written by Jeff with art by Dean; 
the other (Flip) written by Dean with art by Jeff—both about life as a teacher 
in an inner-city school. The first one is about a single mother who is raising 
her child at the same time that she’s finishing up high school. It’s a simple story 
but it presents a side of life that’s rarely seen. The other story is about a young 
gang member who is barely able to stay in school and is then unexpectedly shot 
in a fight. The art is a little raw but these unique stories come through very 
well. Loves trading. Price:$l. Dean Westerfield, P.O. Box 20291, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728-0291—Email: deanowest@aol.com (16 pages/xerox/half- 
legal/DTPed /RSF) _ 

+ Flung ♦ 

#1. Autobio material with passable artwork and the usual frustration over 
women. His strip of an anguished crush on a librarian will sound familiar to 
many. Just substitute “coffee shop” for “library” and it becomes a universal 
story of unrequited love. After dwelling on his chance encounter for weeks, 
things didn’t work out as planned. Then, addressing the audience directly he 
says “Leave me alone. Go ask out your own library clerk.” Hilarious and 
utterly bizarre dream story that involved both his male and female roommies. 
Second issue just in is an even better full-length story of deciding whether to 


spend money on a hooker or not. It’s really enthralling right up to the surprise 
ending. Price:$2 + 2 stamps. G. Fling, P.O. Box 8002, Kirkland, WA 
98034-0002—Email: gfling@aol.com—URL: http://members.aol.com/gfling/ 
(24 pages/xe rox/half-legal/rough/CWB) _ 

♦ Frontal Lobe for Rent + 

H 1. Each page of this comic depicts a different scenario, most of them directly 
related to various B/D relations with customers. It’s populated by lots of 
rabbits (women) and teddy bears (men). There’s “Mommy’s Little Sissy,” the 
office spanking, carrots and enemas, and Dr. Ouch. Whether these are fact 
or fiction or fantasy is anyone’s guess. The introduction is evasive but paints 
this line of work as anything but glamorous. “How do you feel about fucking 
these freaks with a big old strap-on? And what if they refuse to take an enema 
first? I’m gagging already.” No trades/age statement. Price:$2. Margie 
Schnibbe, Box JC34,24700McBeanParkway, Valencia, CA91355—Email: 

mschnibb@muse.calarts.edu (24 pages/xerox/ 
half-legal/ra w/CWB) _ 

•♦•Funny Books♦ 

#3. Each Funny Books is devoted to a single issue 
of a classic comic, usually one from a more 
delirious and playful age. If you have never seen 
the old timers, then you have no idea how weird 
they really are. This issue retells a story from an 
old Lois Lane, using original panel art and lots of 
comments from Robert. It seems that someone 
has printed up promotional stunt money and the 
townspeople are demanding all sorts of ridiculous 
deeds from the Man of Steel. Who’s behind all 
these shenanigans? Why it’s our old pal Mr. 
Mxyzptlk, the 5th dimensional imp. Selective 
trades/reviews books comics/submissions want¬ 
ed. Price:$2. Robert Loy, 4808 Bridle Path, N. 
Charleston, SC 29420—Email: sir_galahad@ 
juno.com (1 2 pages/xerox/standard/ rough/CWB) 

Garbles 

#10. It’s been about a year and a half since the last 
issue of Garbles but it was worth the wait. Ros 
fills this zine with wonderful personal stories that 
are concise and amusing, all put together with 
delightfully primitive drawings. Her work sorta 
reminds me of Carrie’s Assassin and the Whin¬ 
er. Their drawing styles are quite different, but 
they both illustrate hilarious personal stories about debauchery and the 
struggle to just stay afloat. (They’ve even contributed to each other’s zine.) 
Starting it all off is a tale of peeing in a bedroom chair after a night of heavy 
drinking. Instead of being embarrassed about the whole affair, she just goes 
on to say “Ah, fuck it! I think it’s a classic!” She also tells us about he struggle 
to fall asleep, what happens when she gets stoned, and her incredible panic 
attack that she suffered while shopping in Oxford. I’m just a sucker for British 
slang so I really enjoyed reading everything here. Loves trading/reviews zines 
comics music. Price:3 IRCs/$3. Ros, P.O. Box 14894, London, N6 5WW, 
U.K. (28 pa ges/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) ___ 

Girlhero 

#6. This is Megan’s final issue of Girlhero. She doesn’t have any more plans 
to continue self-publishing but instead wants to print an omnibus of her stories 
supplemented by new material. This last issue takes the series out on an 
appropriate note and includes a tribute to Bottlecap and a true story by 
Megan’s father. In this tragic piece he reveals how his high school sweetheart 
moved to Texas when she became pregnant and then gave the baby up for 
adoption. 25 years later at his class reunion Megan’s father finally met up with 
his old girlfriend. The best part of this is the timing that Megan uses to reveal 
the story. She jumps back and forth between three distinct timelines making 
the piece much more realistic and similar to the way our own memories and 
regrets play onus. Price:$3. Megan Kelso, High Drive Publications, 4505 
University Way NE #536, Seattle, WA 98105 (32 pages/offset/standard/ 
polished/CWB)_ 

♦•Hail, Hail, Shlock ‘n’ Roll4 

A celebration of bad taste & decadence in rock 'n roll 

The fine folks at Starhead went ahead and published this, and several other, 
mini anthologies of Cultural Jet Lag comics. Mostly covering their most 
recent work, these anthologies also cull choice material from several years 
back. This one is a selection of their comics that cover memorable events from 
the past four decades of rock music. They wrote about the Alice Cooper/ 
chicken legend, the Pink Floyd octopus disaster, the hidden meaning of 
bubblegum music, rock group product endorsements, and several more 
fictional events. Other comic anthologies include Scary Stories from the Bible 
and Hank the Happy Handgun. Price:$1.57. Starhead Comix, P.O. Box 
30044, Seatt le, WA 98103 (16 pages/offset/digest/DTPed/RSF ) 

Hate 

#28. Even though Hate is one of the most popular non-superhero comics out 
there, it seems like Peter Bagge is killing off all his characters. First went 
Buddy’s Dad—got hit by a car after a surprise recovery in his health. Then 
in issue #26 Buddy’s girlfriend, Lisa, left him for good. The biggest surprise 


Down and Out in Berkeley 

#10, March ’97. Wow, after ten issues Moby 
decided to call it quits. This isn’t going to be the last 
we hear of our sometimes-homeless Berkeley 
cartoonist—word on the street has it that he’s 
planning a new series, complete with all new 
characters. It really comes together in this final 
issue. No, things don’t really work out for Moby, 
but the story of his wandering and struggles does 
have a satisfying sense of closure. Before things 
shut down we get lots of wonderful tales along the 
way. Lots of time spent at People’s Park; tips on 
finding a comfortable place to sleep as an “urban 
camper”; and finally we’re drawn into an incred¬ 
ible tale of meeting someone.. .via public bathroom 
graffiti! Moby had a bad habit of writing clever 
things on bathroom walls. He noticed a similarity 
in the handwriting of the responses to his off-the- 
wall/on-the-wall philosophies. He finally caught 
the culprit and it turned out to be a woman. I’m not 
going to tell you how things developed, you’ll have 
to get this one to find out. Price:$3 + 3 stamps. 
Mike “Moby” Theobald, 2425 B. Channing Way 
#666, Berkeley, CA 94704 (52 pages/xerox/di¬ 
gest/rough/RSF) 

















came in issue #27 when Stinky offed himself in some sort of Russian roulette 
gag that goes terribly wrong. Even Jay makes an exit as Buddy buys him out 
and takes over B&J’s Collector’s Emporium. Things get a bit back to normal 
in this one, Buddy being his same ol’ pathetic self, blowing a chance with a 
new girl and then getting sucked into AOL chat rooms. Taking up the slack 
are lots of guest cartoonists, including Ariel Bordeaux, Dame Darcy, and 
Selwyn Harris. Probably the best part are the jam strips. Last issue had a story 
from Bagge and Crumb that’s an amazing satire of funny pages perennial 
Cathy. This one had a piece from Bagge and Tomine about comic cons. 
Surprisingly (or maybe not so surprisingly) I’m getting the feeling that Peter 
Bagge is turning Hate into a variation of the classic Weirdo format. You get 
no complaints from me as Weirdo completely changed my outlook on comics. 
No trades/reviews zines comics/prints letters. Price:$3.95. Subs:$17.50 for 
6 issues. Peter Bagge, c/o Fantagraphics, 7563 Lake City Way N.E., Seattle, 
WA 98115 (32 pages/offset/comic/professional/RSF) 

•♦•The Imp-4- 

#1, March ’97. Over the years we’ve seen several serious studies of comic 
books, both mainstream and underground, the most notable being Comics & 
Sequential Art and Understanding Comics. Daniel Raeburn did something 
surprisingly new and incredibly impressive. He assembled a detailed 30-page 
analysis of the comics and art of Dan Clowes. Beyond a simple fanzine, Daniel 
explores the many themes prevalent in Clowes’ work. Raeburn admits to not 
knowing anything about comics, but accomplished his task by conducting 
extensive interviews with Clowes. Clowes is very candid about his life, and 
Raeburn prints much of that in here—then uses the information to further 
explore the meaning of the comic stories. It’s all beautifully put together with 
plenty of Clowes’ work. Absolutely essential for the fan or curious reader. 
No trades/reviews zines comics/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Daniel K. 
Raeburn, 1454 W. Summerdale #2C, Chicago, IL 60640 (30 pages/offset/ 
digest/polished/RSF) 

+ Jamanga + 

#1, Summer ’97. This is a very sweet and delightful comic dealing with culture 
shock and social satire. The main story is in English which is then reproduced 
in half size with a Japanese translation. Ms. Toyoda is looking for writers of 
similar reality-based story lines as well as non-SF action plots. In “Seoul 
Now” Hiroko and her American friend Michael travel to Korea on a package 
tour to get a double dose of culture shock. They explore discos packed with 
hookers and soldiers, tortuous Korean beauty treatments, scissors-cut meat 
and hot kirn chee three times a day, bizarre (by Japanese standards) 
advertising, intense traffic, overwhelming colors and pervasive anti-Japanese 
sentiment. Plus handy colloquial Japanese sayings for gaijin and a guide to ex¬ 
pat Nihonjin living in London. No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$3??. 
Hiroko Toyoda, JA P.O. Box 14855, London, Ell 4UR, U.K. (28 pages/ 
offset/euro-standard/DTPed/JP) 

-♦-Jesus Delivers♦ 

Created by Jim Woodring and David Lasky, this is designed to look and feel 
like those ubiquitous Jack Chick comics. Only this one is a deliberate attempt 
to deprogram the brainwashing from religious propaganda. It’s a great little 
book about Central American peasants whose son is visited by a Christian 
Missionary. The father then sets out trying to “undo his mischief.” It’s very 
funny, but also very clever, comparing the miracle of the post office to Jesus 
Christ. At the end it all comes out, describing how the Catholic Church uses 
guilt, fear, and greed to gain followers and take their money. It directly 
addresses the people you see handing out proselytizing materials and makes 
the perfect pamphlet to pass back to them. It’s actually designed specifically 
for that, so pick up a bunch and have ‘em ready next time you get a visit from 
Mr. Chick. Price:$l + 1 stamp. Starhead Comix, P.O. Box 30044, Seattle, 
WA 98103 (16 pages/O/mini/polished/RSF) 

Keyhole 

#3, January ’97. Highly varied comic anthology that includes some autobio 
stuff, some adrenaline-rich gunplay, and some dark modern violence. For 
sheer outrageous fun, it was hard to beat Billy Dogma. He’s a wild 
daydreamer that would charge hell with a bucket of gasoline, except that he 
can’t pay the rent and his best adventures are only fantasies. Haspiel’s stylish, 
jagged cartoon style matches the mood of his storytelling perfectly. Sari shares 
her story of female itch that lasted all the way from Malaysia to Prague. She 
sampled each country’s local remedies but nothing worked, not shiatsu, not 
soaking in purple crystals, not Balinese yogurt, and definitely not treatment 
at the hands of Prague’s Doctor “Little Bread.” Loves trading/prints letters. 
Price:$4. Paul Davis, 105 Edgewater Rd., Narragansett, RI02882—Email: 
keyhole@suba.com—URL: http://www.suba.com/'keyhole (24 pages/off- 
set/comic/polished/4 times a year/CWB) 

King-Cat Comics 

Comics and Stories 

#52, June ’97. It’s been quite a while since I’ve seen an issue of King-Cat. 
They mysteriously get snatched up around the office and appear in review with 
the letters “RSF” written after them. How this one fell in my lap I’ll never 
know but it’s great to see what John’s been working on. This new issue starts 
a lengthy three-issue story that takes John back to the days of high school 
graduation and the summer before he left for college. It’s filled with lots of 
quiet confusion and feelings of being out of place, even among friends. One 
of my favorite parts is John skating alone elated over good news in the mail, 


but then getting caught in the rain. “The summer had just begun. ” Most likely 
it will bring up many stories and emotions of your own graduating summer 
as it did for me. Loves trading/prints letters. Price:$2. Subs:$5 for 3 issues. 
John Porcellino, Spit and a Half, P.O. Box 18510, Denver, CO 80218 (44 
pages/xerox/digest/raw/CWB) 

-♦-The Last Supper+ 

#1. Of the thousands of zines I’ve seen mailed into Factsheet Five I have never 
seen anything like this. It’s a choose-your-own-adventure linear comic strip 
that physically unfolds panel by panel. Best of all, Jason designed it with 
myriad endings, letting you unfold the story several different ways. Of course, 
regardless of which path you take, the poor boy acting as the main character 
ultimately meets a bitter end. It starts out innocently enough when he is faced 
with a Brussels sprout and told that if he eats it he can have ice cream later. 
What happens next is entirely up to you. The artwork is kind of crude, but this 
is a marvel in zine engineering. Price:$1.50. Jason Shiga, 680 Santa Ray 
Ave., Oakland, CA 94610 (xerox/mini/raw/CWB) 

-♦-Maggie and Hopey Color Fun-f 

Don’t get all depressed just because the Hernandez brothers decided to call 
it quits on Love and Rockets. It’s just been a few months and they’ve already 
produced a slew of brand new titles including this one devoted almost 
exclusively to Maggie and Hopey. Jamie Hernandez along with the help of 
Marc Arsenault, Jeff Johnson, Rhea Patton, and Chris Brownrigg, produced 
this bright, full-color comic that’s right up there with the bestLcfcR material. 
It starts off with Hopey’s Brother Joey and Janet running off to Vegas to get 
married. They run into some car trouble so Hopey asks Maggie to come on 
by and help ‘em out. However Hopey’s grand scheme is to make sure the car 
doesn’t get fixed, make sure they don’t make it to Vegas, make sure they don’t 
get married, all so she can make the moves on Janet who she’s got a major 
crush on. Interspersed thoughout the book are these mini stories that add to 
the complexities and enjoyment of the whole thing. If you’re a Love and 
Rockets fan then you’re sure to love this book. Price:$3.50. Fantagraphics 
Books, 7563 Lake City Way N.E., Seattle, WA 98115—Email: 
fgraphic@h alcyon.com (28 pages/offset/comic/professional/R SF) 

Mind’s Eye Presents 

Scarred for Life 

#8, April ’97. An ongoing project that begins where For the Love of leaves 
off. Robin collects stories of folks who were scarred by one thing or another— 
some traumatic event that never left them the same again. Less menacing than 
either of the first two stories (about being raped and accidentally burning the 
neighbor’s house down) is a wonderful tribute to Harvey Kurtzman, whose 
work left James Lloyd permanently altered—not because Kurtzman’s art was 
so freaky, but because his death and checkered career in comics utterly rocked 
Lloyd’s faith. Other stories in here are filled with sorrow and remorse on a 
much deeper level. Jeremy regrets never mustering the courage to talk to a 
certain girl in class, while Robin makes a belated apology to a friend in grade 
five that he betrayed to fit in with the cool crowd. One of the more earnestly 
moving collections of comics I have read in some time. Loves trading/reviews 
comics/prints letters/submissions wanted. Price:$3. Subs:$8 for 3 issues. 
Robin Bougie, Mind’s Eye Comics, P.O. Box 1653, Chemainus, BC VOR 
IKO, Canada (40 pages/xerox/digest/raw/CWB) 

4 Minutiae 4 

A 24-hour Comic by David Lasky 

Back in 1996 Nicole DePolo, Scott Faulkner, Noel Franklin, Jennifer 
Daydreamer, and David got together in an attempt to create a collection of 24- 
hour comics. Conceived by Scott McCloud, the 24-hour comic format 
requires that the creator write and draw the book in its entirety in one 24-hour 
period. I don’t believe I’ve seen any of the other books that came out of this 
meeting, but David created a fine publication with a complex storyline and 
compelling art. It’s amazing for me to think he created this one in only 24 
hours. The story starts off with a woman fucking her boss. Right before he 
tells her that he loves her, there’s a knock on the door and it’s her boyfriend. 
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She forces her boss into the closet while she lets her boyfriend come it. Things 
start to get twisted as she starts to have sex with her boyfriend, while her boss 
remains in the closet. It’s a great book and one that deserves a spot right up 
there with David’s fabulous Boom Boom series. Price:$2. David Lasky, 
Boom Boom, 4505 University Way N.E., Box 181, Seattle, WA 98105 (24 
pages/offset /digest/DTPed/RSF) _ 

The Mojo Action Companion Unit 

#1, Spring ’97. I reviewed this masterpiece by Marc Bell back in Factsheet 
Five #58, but here it is again, newly redone with color covers and additional 
artwork. It’s a truly remarkable release in that it captures Marc’s unbridled, 
almost childlike imagination through his style of art and speech. One panel in 
his capstone “Oh Happy Day! ” depicts Marc getting pummeled by a mountain 
of tiny misfits all muttering about how fucked up they are. As each one assails 
him with their woes, Marc climbs to the top of the squirming mass to ponder 
fate and wait for enlightenment. There are also 
some strips of Shrimpy and Paul that I’ve never 
seen before. (Shrimpy is the one shaped like a 
Contac capsule with legs, Paul is the walking 
hotdog with nipples). In one story, the two pals 
head out to the beach while strung out on dope, 
only to hook up with some cutie-pie bikini girls. 

But Shrimpy blows it when he pees all over one of 
them. Trippy, hilarious, and brilliant. Price:$3.50. 

Exclaim! Brand Comics, 7-B Pleasant Blvd. #966, 

Toronto, ON M4T 1K2, Canada—Email: 
exclaim@schmooze.net (32 pages/offset/comic/ 

DTPed/CWB)_ 

Monumental Comics Pre« 
sents 

Caveman Robot 

#3, May ’97. One of my favorite comic projects 
just keeps going! Jason Bell began his Caveman 
Robot as the ultimate genre smasher, a character 
who is just as much at home battling dinosaurs as 
he is opening his patented can of whoop-ass on 
Nazi borgs. Even better is that Jason has enlisted the help of his friends to 
illustrate the story, combining the diverse talents of six artists and writers. In 
this book-length tale, C.R. is frozen in the icy waste of Antarctica, only to be 
discovered by Cheerleader Squad Zero. This segment is supposedly a retelling 
of Avengers #4, but how close it is to Kirby’s work is irrelevant; it’s 
beautifully daffy in its own right. Britton Walters delivers a roster of 
supervillains on par with the Flaming Carrot’s Basher Doubloon, Jason Bell 
retells one of Caveman’s more prosaic moments, and Shoshanna’s prehistoric 
horoscopes made me bust out laughing. Comes with a real put-together color 
standup of Caveman Robot himself. Price:$3. Jason Bell, 3477 N. Broadway 
Box 112, C hicago, IL 60657 (56 pages/xerox/standard/DTPed /CWB) 

♦ Murder Can Be Fun> 

#6, July ’97. John Marr’s writing is full of vivid imagery and more than a 
pinch of sarcastic humor. So it’s only natural that his work be set down in 
comic form by some of the best folks in the business. This issue takes stories 
fromMCBF#16, the wonderful “Zoo Deaths” issue. Evan Dorkin illustrated 
a whole slew of moronic injuries and fatalities at the hands of zoo critters. One 
loonie swam to the lion grotto, evidently with hopes of recreating Daniel in 
the lion den. It didn’t work. Other pieces by Jeff John, Don Haring, and Ed 
Steckley. Can’t wait to see a comic adaptation of the “Naughty Children” 
issue. Price:$3. John Marr, P.O. Box 640111, San Francisco, CA 94164 (24 
pages/offset /comic/polished/C WB) ___ 

Mysterious Tea Party 

January ’97. The title of this zine had me curious and fascinated before I even 
opened it up to read. Thankfully, it really was a story about a mysterious tea 
party, and not just some jokey random title. It relates the story of a mysterious 
friend with whom Kalah exchanges homemade gifts but never has occasion 
to meet—until one night during a lunar eclipse. She invites him to a secret 
garden for midnight tea. Both are dressed in costume and drink without 
speaking a word. When they have had their fill of tea, they part, exchanging 
one final gift. Wonderfully sweet and romantic. Selective trades. Price:$2. 
Kalah Allen, P.O. Box 2044, Portland, OR 97208-2044 (24 pages/xerox/ 
digest/rough 7CWB) __ 

Naughty Bits 

By Roberta Gregory 

#23, June ’97. Two great new issue from Roberta Gregory. She’s been real 
busy lately with a wide variety of projects, but is still churning out these book 
and every one is a winner. Number 22 features the story of Midge when she 
moves into her first apartment. It’s 1971 and she finds herself in a full-service 
singles complex, complete with swingin’ bachelors and mellow hippie guys. 
It’s a great story that covers the ups and downs of the free-love ’70s. In issue 
#23 Roberta covers the struggle for gay and lesbian rights in her “special 
origin” of Bitchy issue. After the TV coming-out party that inspired the 
lesbian community, we take a trip back to the ’70s and the early days of the 
lesbian struggle. It’s an eye-opening look at how the lesbian community fought 
the patriarchal institution of marriage with nonmonogamy. For some, as in 
Bitchy’s case, it left them feeling bitter and rejected. No trades/reviews 


comics/prints letters. Price:$3.45. Subs:$7 for 3 issues. Fantagraphics, 7563 
Lake City Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115—Email: fgraphic@halcyon.com (24 
pages/offset /comic/professional/RSF) _ 

Not My Small Diary 

#2, February ’97. This is a simple but brilliant concept that collects the 
personal memoirs of regular folks. They illustrate their own stories— 
sometimes the small events of their day, sometimes a collage of past 
memories—and submit them to be published along with the others. One of my 
favorites is by Eric Clark of £v/7 Cheese , although he bends the format a bit. 
He recalls some of his many adventures with the excesses of alcohol. “Drove 
a bullet riddled car with no windshield to the store for beer. ” “Drove a tractor 
with a face painted on it to the store for more beer.” “Was just plain 
irresponsible with the fire-arms.” Then Kevin Friend tells us about his day 
as Twinkie the Kid, the omnipresent T.R. Miller reveals his cartooning 
origins, and Colin Upton shares a mundane sleepy 
Wednesday. Selective trades/submissions want¬ 
ed. Price:$l. Delaine Derry, 1248 22nd St. S. C- 
2, Birmingham, AL 35205 (24 pages/xerox/ 
digest/rough /CWB) _ 

Optic Nerve 

by Adrian Tomine 

#4, April ’97. Adrian Tomine is reaching deep 
down into human emotion and experience. It’s 
somewhat reminiscent of Love and Rockets with 
its dense stories that explore the complexities of 
reality. The first of three stories, “Six Day Cold” 
explores how a romantic relationship can evolve 
into platonic friendship (sort of). I’m impressed 
with how he’s able to capture the confusion and 
haze of illness. The second story is a brutal look 
at the difficulty of growing up in a broken home. 
He shows how irrational behavior can come from 
an irrational life. Another story about difficult 
relationships round it out. It’s certainly not an 
“upbeat” issue, but it reveals the difficulties that 
all of us have gone through at one time or another. No trades/reviews comics/ 
prints letters. Price:$2.95. Subs:$8.95 for 4 issues. Drawn and Quarterly 
Publications, P.O. Box 48056, Montreal, PQ H2V 4S8, Canada (24 pages/ 
offset/comic /professional/RSF) __ 

Quickdraw 

#3, February ’97. Screwball comics and light personal tales from this 
California expat. His Slugdog strip was just a scream. As you could imagine 
from the name, this pet is half canine, half mucous-slobbering invertebrate. 
Needless to say, it’s lousy at fetch. Other strips cover John’s meeting the Dalai 
Lama, what it was like to see Independence Day overseas, and some funny 
jokes in comic strip form. John’s artwork is only one level above stick design, 
but his sense of humor and spontaneity make this a riotous good time. Selective 
trades/reviews comics/prints letters. Price:$2. John Weeks, P.O. Box 348, 
Flemington, VIC 3031, Australia—Email: jwee2@smdent.rnonash.edu.au 
(16 pages/x erox/digest/raw/CWB) __ 

♦ Seasonal Affective Disorder ♦ 

#1. Some of the best travel and story writing of the past few years has been 
done by A1 Burian of Foodbox and Burn Collector. With diis new title, he 
makes a departure into the world of comics, telling four stories that reflect die 
moods of each season. They are all kind of quiet and pensive, reflecting a life 
of low-key means while attempting to figure out the daily puzzle that life 
presents. My favorite was “Fall” about a Halloween party A1 attended and 
partially destroyed. The other seasons reflect more internal dialogue and 
aren’t as compelling as I hoped for. Migraine, P.O. Box 2337, Berkeley, CA 
94702 (24 p ages/xerox/half-legal/rough/CWB) __ 

♦ Self-Loathing Comics ♦ 

#2. Much like the wonderful Dirty Laundry , Self-Loathing Comics is a jam 
project between Robert Crumb and Aline Kominsky-Crumb. With a title like 
Self-Loathing Comics you can imagine the tone—dark, foreboding, and full 
of hatred for oneself and the world at large. Aline takes the center stage for 
most of the book so all you fans will certainly enjoy this one. Done over the 
course of many months, there’s not much story here, just Robert and Aline 
drawing and speaking their minds. It starts out with a walk in the woods, but 
before long a few guests appear (and make their own contribution to the 
storyline). Following that are tales of their romantic fantasies and preparations 
for a home-style Christmas. Price:$3.50. Fantagraphics Books, 7563 Lake 
City Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115—Email: fgraphic@halcyon.com (32 
pages/offset/ comic/professional/RSF) __ 

Silly Daddy 

by Joe Chiappetta 

#13. Every issue of Silly Daddy seems completely different in design and 
content. They all feature Joe’s distinctive illustration style, and this one in 
particular is devoted almost exclusively to the written word. Quite a break 
from past, more comic-book-like works, this time he told incredible stories 
of the people he’s worked with over his many years of parking cars. Called 
“Valets I Have Known,” it reads like one long illustrated story made up of 
short anecdotes and idocyncracies of his co-workers. These guys are truly an 


R2-D2 is an Indie Rocker 

#5, February ’97. This might be the last issue of 
R2-D2, which is a shame cuz it’s the best one yet. 
Lots of stories about indie rock and our pal R2-D2, 
but this time his friends decide to start up zines. 
Taken as a whole it’s one of the best satires I’ve 
read about zine publishing and zine culture. Even 
Factsheet Five makes an appearance, unfortunate¬ 
ly giving a very uncharacteristic bad review of the 
misunderstood zine. The best part is the zine fest 
which offered little in sales for the struggling 
zinesters but plenty of opportunities for shmooz- 
ing. Then the zine fest gets invaded by a crew of 
flesh-eating zombies, and the only way of getting 
everyone out safely was to announce that Kinko’s 
is having a late-night three-cent copy sale. Loves 
trading/submissions wanted. Price:$2. JefCzekaj, 
P.O. Box 440422, West Somerville, MA 02144- 
0006 (32 pages/xerox/digest/rough/RSF) 
















unusual and rambunctious bunch, bragging of sexual conquests of over 800 
women in total, urinating in the most unlikely public places, appearing naked 
in social situations that require clothing, and generally making life uncomfort¬ 
able for women on Earth. It’s a fascinating read that might very well remind 
you of people in your own life. No trades/prints letters. Price:$3. Joe 
Chiappetta, 2209 Northgate, North Riverside, IL 60546—Email: 
sillydaddy@redweb.com—URL: http://www.redweb.com/sillydaddy/ (62 
pages/bound newsprint/digest/polished/RSF) 

+ Small-press Creative Explosion + 

Cornerstone of the Self-publishing Revolution 

#1. Tim had a lengthy hiatus from the fanzine world but is back on top with 
this new mini. He finds himself right in the thick of things reviewing lots of 
underground titles and talking to Troy Hickman, publisher of Tales of the 
Pathetic Club. Tim’s list of rules for publishing comix should be mandatory 
reading for anyone just breaking into the scene. Learning these basic 
courtesies and how to make valuable contacts will take you further than the 
most creative origin story or the best pens on the market. You should read this 
before submitting your artwork to Factsheet Five or any other publication for 
that matter. No trades/reviews comics/prints letters. Price:$l?. Timothy Corrigan, 
P.O. Box 25, Houghton, NY 14744 (20 pages/offset/mini/rough/CWB) 

Sour Puss 

#3. Upon seeing the new Sour Puss there were two things that struck me: that 
the art was much looser than I remember it, and that the stories were far better. 
The stifling doom of bad jobs is a running theme this time, and Eugene 
expertly captures the singular emotion of wanting to escape to somewhere, 
anywhere, that isn’t the place he was currently working. The piece on 
Eugene’s stint at a lidfactory made me want to cry. Not only for the exhaustion 
and pointlessness of having to sort, ship, and code all those lids, and get up 
and do it again the next day, but for the wasted lives of all the old-timers who 
sold themselves for $6 an hour. Other work stories are more humorous despite 
themselves (much like real life) and follow the all-too real dementia of small¬ 
town Illinois. Loves trading. Price:$2. Eugene White, 30 South Fourth St., 
Madison, WI 53704-5253 (18 pages/xerox/standard/rough/CWB) 


a sole survivor with delusions of godhood. Artistically it was satisfying, but 
the plot left me wanting something more than comic book violence. Much 
more enjoyable were the shorter pieces by Ted Longbottom (a retelling of the 
Native American legend of Trout Woman) and Jean-Guy Brin’s comical 
vengeance on the city of Regina. The half-issue supplement includes an 
amusing strip from Nick Burns about workday forgetfulness and a markedly 
different approach to storytelling by Robert Pasternak that follows the life of 
a marble. Selective trades. Price:$4. Karl Thomsen, P.O. Box 2061, 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 3R4, Canada—Email: mosfog@cyberspc.mb.ca—URL: 
http://www. cyberspc.mb.ca/~mosfog/ (32 pages/xerox/standard/D TPed/CWB) 

Tales of Eumar 

#5, April ’97. Welcome to a very strange fantasy world. The star of the strip 
is Eumar, who resembles a latex-covered penis and testes, but with limbs. His 
buddies the Weenies follow after him and provide choreographed dance 
numbers whenever Eumar breaks into song. In this episode, they all witness 
the birth of a new character, who has difficulty getting any music to come out 
of his butt. He tries and tries, only to ultimately realize his ass wasn’t made 
for music, but for rocket propulsion. All the playfulness of the Oz world but 
for adults. Price:$2. Gewbie Gew, P.O. Box 44, Hobart, IN 46342 (26 pages/ 
xerox/digest/rough/CWB) 

Time’s Up 

By Patrick Lee 

#6, May ’97. This release is subtitled “The Yellow Kid” in reference to 
Patrick’s Chinese heritage and how it affected his childhood. He seemed to 
get hit from all angles: his grandfather wanted him to learn kung-fu, he was 
ashamed to be a Chinese-American that didn’t speak the language, and once 
he had a showdown with the school bully, ostensibly because of his heritage. 
It all makes for an interesting take on culture and ethnic expectations, 
especially the epilogue about Patrick seeing his first Jackie Chan movie. 
Heartfelt and low-key storytelling with artwork that can be a little awkward 
in spots. Loves trading/prints letters. Price:$l. Patrick J. Lee, 280 N. 
Florence St., Burbank, CA 91505-3618 (28 pages/xerox/digest/DTPed/ 
CWB) 


Staros Report 

1997. I’m glad to find another annual report from Chris Staros. In order to 
not repeat himself he devoted his entire top 77 comics list exclusively to new 
titles published last year. It puts a nice spin on things, keeping it all fresh. Titles 
like Hate and Eightball are noticeably absent, but that leaves plenty of room 
for new books from Colin Upton, Jenny Zervakis, and Mary Fleener. That’s 
just part of it; filling out the rest of the 100 pages is a hefty collection of original 
comics and a vital resource guide listing comic shops, publishers, and others 
active in the field. An invaluable resource for comic readers as well as comic 
creators. No trades/reviews zines books comics/prints letters. Price:$4.95. 
Chris Staros, The Staros Report, P.O. Box 1282, Marietta, GA 30061-1282 
(100 pages/ bound newsprint/standard/professional/RSF) 

Steven’s Comics 

#4, Summer ’97. Steven’s Comics is quickly becoming my favorite indie title. 
David Kelly writes tales chronicling the life of Steven, the world’s most 
precocious fourth grade queer boy. David’s drawing style is top notch, his 
characterizations are perfect, and his tales of childhood struggles ring true to 
the heart as they grab you and pull you in. While the last one was a bit down, 
this new chapter is much more upbeat, chronicling Steven’s “new best 
friend. ” He actually has two new best friends. There’s Kit, the geeky kid that 
all the big boys pick on, and Troy, the older grade school student who has a 
soft spot in his heart for the late bloomers in the lower grades. It’s the 
interaction between Steven and Troy that I find so interesting; it’s full of 
compassion and respect that’s so rare to find. Please don’t stay away because 
of the gay undertones, this is a warm, joyful story that should appeal to anyone 
who had a difficult childhood (which probably includes everyone). Price:$3.50. 
David Kelly, 1122 E. Pike St. #992, Seattle, WA 98122-Email: 
DKPress@aol.com—URL: http://www.winternet.com/‘'oprairie/ (24 pag- 
es/offset/polished/RSF) 

Street Smell 

The Lowbrow Comic for Highbrows 

#2. Bruce took a mighty long time between issues, especially for a serialized 
story. But I had no trouble remembering part one despite the two-year 
interval; the artwork and storytelling were that stirring. The best part here is 
the nervous anticipation watching Brian, the main character, get pulled deeper 
into his fantasy. After getting friendly with a waitress, he follows her home 
one night from sheer loneliness and a glimmer of hope. But when he is forced 
to reveal himself due to a series of odd circumstances, his dreams and ego are 
violently smashed. The reader sees it coming (as does Brian), but there is an 
unmistakable sense of fate playing out its hand. Selective trades/reviews zines 
books comics/age statement/prints letters. Price:$5. Bruce Mutard, P.O. Box 
2231, North Brighton, VIC 3186, Australia (40 pages/offset/comic/profes- 
sional/CWB)_ 

Sunburn 

Manitoba's Comic Connection! 

#5, Spring ’97. This anthology includes a wider array of styles and approaches 
to comic stories than almost any other collection. There’s light cartoony 
“funnies, ” historical tales, over the top zaniness, and even some experimental 
stuff. The issue’s centerpiece is the 21-page story of an apocalyptic future and 


Too Much Coffee Man’s Color Special 

#2. Shannon has been doing a weekly color strip for the local Austin American 
Statesman along with more than 10 other papers and a web-zine. This is his 
second collection of color stuff and it’s just a sharp as ever. The work ranges 
from deadpan to dark to downright sinister, though many of the strips are very 
funny as well. I like the strips about work—exploring the endless cycle of 
working and drinking coffee and working—not quite upbeat but true never¬ 
theless. Another good series is when Too Much Coffee Man meets an agent 
who wants him to change his name to simply “Person.” And finally TMCM 



BEEF EYE BOOKS BOX 20321 SEATTLE, WA 98102 USA 

_ write for free catalog and sticker 


BAD MEAT # 3 


Gnarly, old-style under¬ 
ground comicbook by 

Jim Blanchard, with 
support from Jim Goad, 
Pat Moriarity, 
Rev. Ivan Stang, 
C. Kegel, & Denny 
Eichhorn. 32 pages. 


XXX ADULTS ONLY 
$4.00 postpaid 


BAD MEAT t-shirt 

Sleazy lime green, pink, and 
black logo on a white 1 00% 
cotton shirt. 

L & XL only. $10.00 postpaid 
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visits a sexy sea monkey, only to find out that she’s 
simply a brine shrimp. No trades/reviews music/ 
prints letters. Price:$3.95 + $1. Shannon Wheel¬ 
er, Adhesive Comics, P.O. Box 5372, Austin, TX 
78763-5372—Email: cafe@eden.com—URL: 
http: //www. tmcm. com/ (offset/comic/profession- 
al/RSF) _ 

♦ The Trouble with Uto¬ 
pia ♦ 

#3, July ’97. T.B. Sout breaks the style of many 
comics and uses small wordless panels and lots of 
captions. This gives one the impression of reading 
a picture book, although one that adults can appre¬ 
ciate. “The Duel” was a Kafkaesque story of 
entrapment that leads two office clerks into a battle 
that neither of them wants to fight. A surprise twist 
at the end leaves evil unpunished and the meek left 
to face their fate. Artwork could use a little more 
time in the oven. Selective trades/reviews comics. 
Price:$2. C.K. Lichenstein II, P.O. Box 6718, 
Portland, OR 97228—Email: ck2@teleport.com 
(24 pages/x erox/digest/DTPed/CWB ) 

Zero Zero 

#19, August ’97. This anthology title from Fanta- 
graphics is full of hot new talent. “Johnny Gun” by 
M. Andersson was both bizarre and funny and the 
best offering in the book. The art is full of black, 
bleeding inks, like someone wiped the extra shoe- 
shine from their shoes onto the page. Trouble starts 
when Johnny (a squat little handgun) accidentally 
shoots up his apartment and the walls start spilling 
into the room. The ongoing story “Meat Box” is a 
collaboration between Kaz and Timothy Georgar- 
akis. It’s oddly configured in that Kaz has scripted 
the story while Timothy has mimicked Kaz’s 
trademark artwork and characters. Price:$3.95. 
Subs:$18.50 for 5 issues. Fantagraphics, 7563 
Lake City Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115—Email: 
fgraphic@halcyon.com (48 pages/bound news- 
print/comic/ professional/CWB) 

Zoomcranks 

#14. Another collection of quiet, moving comics 
from Mark Cunningham, Jenny Zervakis, and all 
their contributors. My favorite is Carrie McN- 
inch’s childhood stoiy of catching her first fish. It 
was a less than satisfying experience as she mourned 
the death of the poor fish and swore she’d “never 
kill another living being again.” Another great 
piece is Jeff Zenick’s “Ramblings from Eugene” 
where he told us of his recent visit and drew a few 
illustrations of the simple urban life. Other people 
contributing to this book include John Porcellino, 
David Lasky, Joe Chiapetta, and Michael Goetz. 
It’s a fine sampler of some of the better indie comic 
artists. No trades/submissions wanted. Price:$3. 
Mark Cunningham, 909 Lancaster St., Durham, 
NC 27701 (40 pages/xerox/half-legal/rough/RSF) 


OTHER COMIX 


40 GRAND AT 23 #1. Brief story of an arrogant Yale 
student who finds himself in the same crappy jobs he’s 
been putting down for years. Then the back page is a 
lovely piece about the last issue of the X-Men that Mike 
ever read. Simple cartoony artwork with some good 
storytelling. Price:$l. Mike Weiss, P.O. Box 178, 
Milltown, NJ 08850-0178. Loves trading. (8/mini/ 

rough/CWB)_ 

A #6. It’s been about two years since we saw the last 
III collection from William Brown. It’s not like he hasn’t 
^ been creating any of his stylized scratchboard cartoons, 
^ he’s just been creating them for Microsoft’s Slate, 
:? leaving little time for work on his zine. If you don’t 
™ have a web connection you can probably get this printed 
|h anthology for a couple of bucks, though it will most 
III likely be the last. Price:$2???. William Brown, P.O. 
!?! Box 5216, Takoma Park, MD 20913-0216 (23/digest/ 

DTPed/RS F) [57] _ 

X ACTION GIRL COMICS #7, April ’96. This older 
issue of Sarah Dyer’s Action Girl Comics has some 
■Jj really fine stuff in it. If you can track down a copy 
^ you’ll find stories from Jennifer Sorensen (about work- 
W ing as a waitress), Rebecca Dart (about the Devil), and 
^ Sarah’s piece about turning into Action Girl! Price:$2.75 
li + 75C. Sarah Dyer, Action Girl, P.O. Box 060380, 
“ Staten Island, NY 10306 (24/comic/polished/RSF) [57] 


AMALGAM COMICS #4, April ’97. Another title 
from Yul Tolbert, the prolific artist behind Timelike- 
toons. This one collects his own work and the work 
from guest cartoonist Michael Goetz. I’m particularly 
impressed by Yul’s piece, which is a discussion of the 
theory that HIV is not the sole cause of AIDS. Price :$1. 
Yul Tolbert, P.O. Box 02222, Detroit, MI 48202-9998. 
Loves trad ing. (12/digest/raw/RSF) [59] 

ATTACK CARTOONS This is the last printed issue of 
John Bergstrom’s Attack Cartoons. He did a nice job 
with it, compiling all the latest “Hollyweird” cartoons. 
There’s also a selection of more personal writing. 
Price:$l. Subs:$24 for 12. John Bergstrom, Attack 
Cartoons, P.O. Box 1065, Hollywood, CA 90028. 
Loves trad ing. (digest/rough/RSF) [56] 

BROWNE YE CANDY #1. Whenever I write a nasty 
review, people inevitably order the zine. This one is so 
horrible it comes damn close to amusing. It’s a dreadful 
collection of horribly drawn comics dealing with sex, 
violence, rape, drugs, and poop. It starts off with a tale 
which reveals “How I Raped a Hobbit.” Then we get 
the adventures of Johnny Fuckbottom—a guy with a 
hole in his throat to facilitate a weird form of falatio. 
Don’t say I didn’t warn you. Price:$l. Browneye 
Candy, Box #261, 3701 Geary Blvd., San Francisco, 

CA 94118 (digest/raw/RSF) _ 

BUFFY & JODY’S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY #2. 
Some pretty silly strips with lots of goth characters. 
T.M.’s pictorial history of her hair was great, as was 
her new demented clown image. But instead of making 
cute poodle figures from her balloon folding, she 
created “Famine,” one of the four horsemen of the 
apocalypse. Price:the usual. 405 NE 5th Ave. Apt. R, 
Pompano Beach, FL 33060 (20/standard/ra w/CWB) 
CHOP SUEY! #2, August ’97. It’s been a while since 
the first issue of Chop Suey, but in the meantime, 
Kevin has had work published in Peter Bagge’s Hate. 
This new one has a fun story of good of Chop Suey 
heading out to a party, but unfortunately she spots her 
ex-boyfriend Sam and has to leave the party early. His 
stories feature realistic scenarios with a touch of the 
bizarre. Price:$2. Kevin J. Scalzo, 8718 2nd Ave. NW, 
Seattle, W A 98117 (16/digest/DTPed/RSF) [57] 
CONCAVE UP #4, January ’97. This special issue 
looks at the meanings of dreams. After Jesse has 
illustrated the contributed stories, he asked for various 
interpretations from his email discussion group. Loved 
the look at Freud and Jung’s professional relationship 
and their various interpretations of dreaming. Pr ice: $2.95. 
Subs:$8.95 for 4. Jesse Reklaw, P.O. Box 200206, 
New Haven, CT 06520-0206. Loves trading. (24/ 

comic/pro fessional/C WB) [61] _ 

CRUSHWORTHY #5, August ’97. Melissa relates the 
high school adventures of Mia, Corky, and Enos. This 
time Mia gets dragged to a girl rock show and inadvert¬ 
ently goes home with Scot Hassenfeffer. The artwork is 
big and cartoony not unlike those caricatures that you 
see at the carnival. Price:$l. Melissa Brown, Route 5, 
Box 540, J asper, AL 35501 (20/digest/roug h/CWB) 
DESERT PEACH #26, September ’97. With the clos¬ 
ing of Aeon Press, Donna Barr has taken to publishing 
and distributing Desert Peach entirely on her own. This 
issue continues the saga of the German army, now in the 
tail end of the war. Pfirsich Rommel (the swishy 
relative of the Desert Fox), was absent this issue but in 
his place we meet the zestful Miki. Price:$4.95. Donna 
Barr, 1318 N. Montgomery, Bremerton, WA 98312- 

3056 (48/c omic/professional/CWB) _ 

DISGRUNTLED YOUTH #4, Summer ’97. Nutty 
collection of short strips, sketches, and text stories that 
are often rants on the banality and idiocy of life. Behind 
it all is Jim Hill from the Slave Labor comic Caffeine. 
Price:$1. Jim Hill, 11918 SE Division #209, Portland, 
OR 97208. Selective trades. (24/digest/roug h/CWB) 
DON’T TOUCH ME COMICS #5, Fall ’96. Collec¬ 
tion of strips that walks the looser, fun side of the comic 
world. Rina Piccolo’s playful story “The Man With the 
Incredible Box” reminded me of something Heather 
McAdams might write. Appropriately enough, it’s 
about a man and his box and how he wouldn’t share its 
secret with anyone. The artwork in this collection is 
sometimes rough, but no less enjoyable or stylish. 
Price:$3. Subs:$ 10 for 4. Dave Howard, Box 177, 
Station P, Toronto, ON M5S 2S7, Canada. Loves 

trading. (4 0/standard/DTPed/CWB) _ 

DRAWL #12, July ’97. A dense collection that’s 
distributed free in Atlanta. Lots of great stuff from 
locals as well as cartoonists from across the country. 
All your favorites are here, Tom the Dancing Bug, Too 
Much Coffee Man, baby sue, and The K Cronicles. 


Such a deal for only a buck. Price:$l. Subs:$15 for 10. 
A. Owsley, P.O. Box 550368, Atlanta, GA 30355. 
Loves trad ing, (8/tabloid/professional/RSF) [56] 
DUCKS IN A ROW #1. A moody and compelling 
array of comic stories. Surprisingly the most interesting 
thing here isn’t even one of the comics, it’s a written 
piece from Bonnie about her brother who committed 
suicide last year. The comics are quite good too—about 
the frustrations of not getting mail and the difficulties of 
forcing changes. Price:$l. Bonnie Moeller, P.O. Box 
2768, Cupertino, CA 95015. Loves trading. (28/digest/ 

raw/RSF) __ 

FANTASTIC FACE COMICS #2, Summer ’97. Kin- 
da messy artwork that combines goofy comic shtick 
with some longer storytelling. There’s lots of gratuitous 
lava always interfering with everything, a fading porn 
star who won’t be ditched, and the stewardship of a 
small sheep assigned as university credit. Price:$l + 
$1. Michael Dawson, 25 Hartwell St. FI. 2, New 
Brunswick, NJ 08901. Selective trades. (24/standard/ 

rough/CWB)__ 

FULL CUP #9. It was back in 1994 that Neil put out 
issue #8 of Full Cup. Now, three years later he finally 
finished up his ninth and final issue of this comic 
devoted to coffee obsession. Instead of one long story, 
we’re treated to a series of short tales of coffee obses¬ 
sion. Price:$2. Neil Schmidt, 294 Finley Rd., Bridge- 
ton, NJ 08 302 (24/digest/polished/RSF) [53 ] 
FUNTIME COMICS #4. We went from No Fun 
Comics to Funtime Comics and ya know what? This 
collection is a lot more fun. I like the satires of Linda 
Barry and Matt Groening and the bit about “Sex Pistols 
Happy Meals.” Price:$l cash. Dave Mitchell, Kill City 
Graphics, P.O. Box 5094, Winter Park, FL 32793- 
5094. Lov es trading. (12/digest/rough/RSF ) [54] 

GAG REFLEX #1, August ’97. Helga is becoming one 
of those people who change the name of their zine every 
time. Lots of fun stuff in this one, though it’s a bit more 
disjointed than previous outings. She gets a little weird 
this time, integrating a surreal perspective on her life. 
It almost reminds me of the R. Crumb sketchbooks. 
Price:$3. Helga Romoser, P.O. Box 2340, El Cerrito, CA 
94530. Sele ctive trades. (34/standard/DTPed/R SF) [61] 
GLYPH #2. Labor of Love is a Seattle comic collective 
that publishes this anthology title. Despite being a 
reprint, David Lasky’s “Chapati Patrol” is my favorite 
of the issue. Some genre sword and sorcery stuff with 
slice of life introspection. Price:$5 + $1. Labor of 
Love, 117 East Louisa #253, Seattle, WA 98102 (72/ 

standard/p ol ished/C WB) _ 

HELTER SKELTER #4, June ’97. Text and cut-up 
picture collages that are sometimes humorous, some¬ 
times poignant, and sometimes absolute gibberish. I 
love the created expression “smile with power face” 
and the four guitar necks forming a swastika with the 
label “music industry.” Price:$3???. Don Gone, P.O. 
Box 13-585, Christchurch, New Zealand (28/digest/ 

raw/CWB)J54]__ 

HOMOEROTICON #1. The main story in this comic 
set in a science fictional alternate world in which 
supernatural forces do battle. Plus a comic in which an 
ever-growing and hungry pet monster serves as a 
metaphor for addiction. Price:$2. Bobby Tran Dale, 
3300 Jorda n Road, Oakland, CA 94602 (68/sta ndard/LR) 
HORRORHEAD #1, July ’97. An amusing collection 
of comix. The main story is a lengthy wordless tale 
about having a horrible nightmare and is drawn in a 
style that kinda reminds me of Sam Henderson. The 
supplemental pieces are equally horrific and quite 
funny too. Price:$2. Subs:$6 for 3. Tim Ramstad, 
Horrorhead Press, P.O. Box 414936, Kansas City, MO 
64141-493 6. Selective trades. (20/comic/DT Ped/RSF) 
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU #1. This is another 
branching story from Jason Shiga, who published The 
Last Supper. Unlike that comic’s foldout format, this 
one is conventionally bound. The direction the panels 
are read in determines the flow of the story, with cut-out 
panels leading the reader to action on other pages. 
Unfortunately, it’s hard to follow, kind of like a game 
of 3D tic tac toe with an extra hidden dimension lurking 
somewhere. Price:$2. Jason Shiga, 680 Santa Ray 
Ave., Oakl and, CA 94610 (26/standard/raw /C WB) 
JUMBO #2, April ’97. Vivid color printing makes this 
thing really stand out. “The Smelly Bum Saga” was a 
wildy funny strip about a crazed and roaring street guy. 
He liked to assault metro passengers with demands for 
cigarettes but never got too far as he was always 
covered with “indefinable liquids and solids.” Price:$2. 
Subs:$8 for 4. Liam Brooks, Rt. 1 Box 137 F, Bastrop, 
TX 78602. Selective trades. (40/comic/DTPed/CWB) 
































JUNKFOOD CITY #3. Eleven artists and writers 
contributed their work for this collection of mostly 
urban stories. Abby Denson (of Tough Love ) brings us 
another chapter in the life of a high schooler who is 
learning to accept his homosexuality, while Gavin 
relates his chance meeting with an old annoying friend. 
Price:$3.50. Subs:$7.50 for 3. Gavin Spielman, P.O. 
Box 1078, Cooper Station, New York, NY 10278 (68/ 
comic/polished/CWB) 

LAST GASP COMIX & STORIES #5. An exciting 
collection, edited by Noah Mass, that pushes the enve¬ 
lope in illustrated creative expression. Lots of new 
work from Steve Cerio, Danny Heilman, Sacha Eckes, 
and Stephane Blanquet. My favorites include Sam 
Henderson’s tale of “Enema Jack from Hackensack” 
and Steve Weissman’s story of the abused employees, 
the Lemon Kids. Fifteen stories total, making for an 
eclectic collection. Price:$6. Last Gasp Eco-Funnies, 
P.O. Box 410067, San Francisco, CA 94141. Loves 
trading. (4 0/comic/professional/RSF) [60] 

LOCAL COMICS #12, July ’97. Another collection 
of Michael’s gag comics. “A poet robbing someone, 
‘Give me your money or I’ll shoot you in the tummy’. ” 
He also sent A View and several other minis. Send him 
a bunch of stamps to get a bunch of comix. Price:2 
stamps. Michael Goetz, 2124 Arizona Ave., Rockford, 
IL61108. Loves trading. (16/mini/raw/RSF ) 

LOUIE DA LIZARD #2, July ’97. Cartoonish satire of 
the working world with the anthropomorphic Louie. He 
goes to the mall to get a new chip for his computer, 
meets a full variety of idiots, then gets fired from his 
job. Price:$3. Kevin Moore, 8316 N. Lombard St. 
Suite 397, Portland, OR 97203. Selective trades. (20/ 
standard/rough/CWB) 

THE MAZE: PART ONE #1, August ’97. The first 
half of an island tale with lots of conflicting personal 
relationships and a mysterious mob boss who wants 
“clearance.” The art and timing of the story were well 
executed, but there was little to entice the reader and 
keep interest high. Price:br.#4. Metaphrog, 34 Spring- 
hill Gardens, 1/R Shawlands, Glasgow, G41 2EY, 

Scotland ( 32/comic/polished/CWB) _ 

NEMESISTER #2, June ’97. Boozy Los Angeles strip 
joint noir with Detective Buster on the trail of a missing 
girl. The PI goes undercover to snoop her out and 
makes a narrow escape after pretending to be a stripper 
herself. Price:$3???. Cheeky Press, P.O. Box 97, 
Culver Cit y, CA 90232 (24/comic/pol ished /C WB) 
NOWHERE #2, April ’97. Debbie Drechsler is back, 
with another chapter in the lives of Lily and Pearl. Her 
style is a bit raw and uneven, somewhat reminiscent of 
Linda Barry, but she uses a fabulous two-tone shading 
technique, giving her stories depth and character. Here 
we find Lily’s adolescent romance blooming, and Deb¬ 
bie invites us to share her excitement. Price:$3.75. 
Subs:$9.95 for 4. Drawn and Quarterly Publications, 
P.O. Box 48056, Montreal, PQ H2V 4S8, Canada (24/ 

comic/pro fessional/RSF) [61] _ 

PALOOKAVILLE #10, April ’97. A new storyline 
for Seth as the search is called off for the mysterious 
Kalo. We’re introduced to a new character, an of time 
salesman for an electric fan company. It takes place in 
1997, but it all brings us back to an earlier time. It’s 
slowly unfolding, showing the character’s long life that 
has sadly passed its prime. Drawn and Quarterly Pub¬ 
lications, P.O. Box 48056, Montreal, PQ H2V 4S8, 
Canada (di gest/professional/RSF) [53] 

PED XING #8. This has been a long-time favorite. The 
storyline is tough and the stylized cartooning makes 
each pane worth lingering over. In #8, “Androo” gets 
wonderfully creepy. A wee, withdrawn boy expands in 
a little room under the influence of powerful song. I’d 
like to write a weird little novel inspired by this digest. 
Price:$1. Andrew Robinson, Ped Xing, 5758 N. Win- 
throp #11, Chicago, IL 60660. Loves trading. (16/ 
digest/polished/TOM) 

PLANET NAMED DESIRE #1, Summer ’97. A 
simple comic book/scrapbook from Joe whose work 
reflects his interest in Mexican saints and punk rock. I 
like the second story better, about a rude guy who 
makes an ass of himself at a punk rock show and then 
gets beaten up. Price:$2. Subs:$8 for 4. Joe Marshall, 
P.O. Box 40321, Tucson, AZ 85717-0321. Loves 
trading. (8/standard/raw/RSF) 

PRISONOPOLIS #2, April ’97. The future has gone 
to pot, with a government crackdown and new prisons 
filling up as fast as they can be built. That’s life in 
Silicon City where violence is the norm. Not as adoles¬ 
cent as you might imagine from the genre. Strong 
artwork from John Polacek. Price:$3.25. Ben Adams, 


P.O. Box 14924, Minneapolis, MN 55414 (24/comic/ 
polished/CWB) 

PUNK ANONYMOUS #9. Formerly Funkapotamus, 
Jerome had to change the name because some band 
stole the old one. I really like his style, using think lines 
with lots of ink, all put together with very joyful 
storylines. He mixes true live stories with simplistic 
fantasies, creating a well-balanced book. Price:$l. 
Jerome Gaynor, P.O. Box 63207, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(20/digest/ rough/RSF) [53] _ 

REDUCTION #8, 1997. Tom constructs surrealist 
stories with a dark, sometimes angry side. Each book 
mixes some new stuff with a chapter from one of his 
ongoing sagas. The fourth chapter to “Thesis” has the 
story of the Somnambulist Chessman, a person who can 
play chess while asleep. I also liked the autobiograph¬ 
ical piece “Slow,” which reveal Tom’s feelings about 
moving to America. Price:$2. Subs:$5 for 3. Tom M. 
Kaczynski, P.O. Box 2278, Minneapolis, MN 55402. 
Loves trading. (36/digest/DTPed/RSF) [57] 

ROCKS CAN’T SWIM #3, August ’97. A mixed bag 
of comics and assorted silliness. There’s an ongoing 
story, but I liked the shorter bits the best. Jake illustrat¬ 
ed some of the things he finds sexy, like braces, 1950s- 
style eyeglasses, pony tails, skirts, and skinny legs. 
Another good piece is called “Just Relax” and shows 
how the simple goal of trying to relax can transform 
someone into a hysterical bundle of nerves. Price:$l. 
Jake Lapsys, 2603 Trellis Ave., Henderson, NV 89014. 
Loves trad ing. (26/digest/rough/RSF) 

SAP #2. We’ve been waiting quite a while between 
issues to find out if fate would bring our star-crossed 
punk rock lovers back together again. Only in the last 
panel do they meet up after a series of near misses. 
Artwork by Simon Gane gives the perfect grimy feel to 
the story. Price:$l. Migraine, P.O. Box 2337, Berke¬ 
ley, CA 94702 (24/standard/rough/CWB) [57] 

SICK PUPPY COMIX #5, July ’97. Pretty messy 
anthology with lots of violence, rape, and disgusting 
body functions. It’s all ostensibly for satire and humor 
(I guess), but left me cold. Mistress Julia’s strip about 
being a dominatrix was one of the better pieces with her 
very primitive, playful art. Price:$3. Sick Puppy Co¬ 
mix, P.O. Box 93, Paddington, NSW 2021, Australia. 
Loves trading. (40/digest/raw/CWB) 

SNATCH RANDALL COMIX #1, Spring ’97. A 
unique father/son collaboration with Jesse illustrating 
many of his father’s short poems. The first (about gong 
half mad from stalking crickets at nighttime) and the 
second (“Love is like an exploding grease fire at 
McDonald’s. It’s not your fault but you were there.”) 
were my favorites. Sharp artwork and design. Price:50C. 
Jesse Reklaw, P.O. Box 200206, New Haven, CT 
06520-020 6 (12/mini/rough/CWB) [61] 
SPECTACLES #1, February ’97. Jon Lewis shares his 
tales of a wandering Finn, an early morning adventure, 
and a close encounter with a spooked possum, all with 
a light cartoony charm. Fine stories and artwork, but 
lacking a certain depth or punch to them. Price:$3. 
Alternative Press, Inc., 611 NW 34th Dr., Gainesville, 
FL 32607- 2429 (24/comic/polished/CWB) 

SPEEDY #1, Spring ’97. The latest comic to be 
published with the aid of the Xeric Foundation. It’s 
beautifully designed and tells the story of a fallen leaf. 
But not really. It’s more of an exercise in goofball 
rhyming from the Fox in Socks school of verse. Fun and 
nice to look at, but it’s missing a certain glue or magic 
to make it really sparkle. Price:$2.95. Warren Crag- 
head, 28-16 47th St., Apt. 1-Left, Astoria, NY 11103 

(32/half-le gal/professional/CWB) _ 

ST. LOUST004 #5, April 25, ’97. Don’t tell me you 
can’t get anyone to check out your zine. Jerome came 
up with this unique idea. He created a single-page 
ongoing weekly comic. One side features the latest 
chapter on Alvin, Erin, and Harry, while the other side 
is devoted to more zine-like pursuits like vegan recipes 
or scene reports. He drops these single-page zines off at 
select locations around town, earning himself quite a 
devoted readership. Price:$l. Jerome Gaynor, P.O. 
Box 63207, St. Louis, MO 63163 (20/digest/rough/ 

RSF) [53]_ 

STANLEY STINKBUG #2. A cartoon world populat¬ 
ed by various critters who take on all too familiar roles. 
Stanley Stinkbug is a disgruntled pizza jockey, Ed the 
Dog revels in unemployment, and Jack Rabbit just can’t 
wait to start humping. They all live in urban squalor 
wondering where their next paycheck (and girlfriend) 
will come from. Price:$1.50. Charles Baldock, 1937 
Texas Ave., Evansville, IN 47711. Loves trading. (16/ 
digest/rough/CWB) [53] 


STEPPENWOLF CHRONICLES #2, Summer ’97. 
Byron’s enigmatic stories are set in a retro-futuristic 
world of superscience holocaust and Jules Verne adven¬ 
ture. Steppenwolf is a malformed hulking beast who 
lives on an island fortress, wavering between his desire 
to rebuild society and the temptation to take revenge. 
Price:$l. Byron Black, P.O. Box 9501, Fort Wayne, 
IN 46899. Loves trading. (22/digest/raw/C WB) [60] 
T.R.’S ZINE #17, October ’97. The world’s most 
prolific zine publisher continues his ongoing monthly 
publication. This guy is so prolific that he not only 
publishes two zines, he’s way ahead of schedule (pub¬ 
lishing his October issue in July). Lots of letters, 
personal notes, his views on being a cartoonist, and 
plenty of Luhey cartoons. Price:2 stamps. T.R. Miller, 
P.O. Box 489, Milltown, NJ 08850-0489. Selective 

trades. (18 /digest/raw/RSF) [60] _ 

THURN & TAXIS #2, March ’97. This professionally 
printed anthology collects many lesser known artists. 
Patrick Welch created a unique story of artistic inspira¬ 
tion. When he cut open a frustrating abscess on his 
finger he discovered a tiny booklet containing all his 
future unrealized drawings. Other interesting work by 
Geoffrey Coupland and Jessica Abel. Wide array of 
styles ranging from raw ink scratching to computerized 
rave design. Price:$7. Goelch Publications, 12 W. Taylor 
St, Savannah, GA 31401(68/digest/professional/CWB) 
TORCHERED DISSECTION #1. A vile comic book 
from Dennis John Glinski’s Legacy of Death Produc¬ 
tions. Bold images of creatures tearing up everything in 
their path. This book also features the story “Mayheme- 
sis” about a Satanic metal band. Recommended to 
devoted gore freaks only. Price: $4. Legacy of Death 19 
Ludington St., Buffalo, NY 14206 (DTPed/RSF) 
TUO CUOLA SE BRUTTO #1, 1997. A messy 
collection of comix that range from the bizarre word¬ 
less story to the silly gag cartoon. There’s a funny bit 
called “Televangelist Rogers Neighborhood,” but it’s 
too messy to enjoy. Price:$1.50. Roy Scwartz, RPO 
5707, New Brunswick, NJ 08034. Selective trades. 
(40/digest/raw/RSF) 

UNCERTAIN STORIES #2, February ’97. Jed has 
been slow getting these out—he’s doin’ them about once 
a year now. It’s still quite silly, with art that reminds me 
of the Hernandez brothers. It’s a wacky space story, 
filled with flying saucers and giant space dykes, except 
the themes are very down-to-earth. Price:$1. Subs:$5 
for 5. Jed Dougherty, 535 NE 80th St., Seattle, WA 
98115. Lo ves trading. (20/digest/DTPed/R SF) [55] 
VELVET COMICS #8. This is a striking and unique 
diversion from the normal Velvet Comics. It’s one long 
strip told entirely without dialogue. Two doughy-look¬ 
ing characters—one perpetually sad and the other per¬ 
petually trying to cheer him up—go through a string of 
adventures that finally land them in jail. Clever artwork 
that reminds me of a Punch and Judy puppet show. 
Price:$l. Subs:$5 for 5. Russell Etchen, Cool Bean 
Press, 1415 Beachcomber Ln., Houston, TX 77062. 
Loves trading. (28/digest/rough/C WB) [61] 

WANT SOME? #2, August ’97. A fun, idiosyncratic 
comic book. What it lacks in polish it more than makes 
up for in personality and style. Beth mostly writes about 
her self-publishing experiences, but I also liked the 
discussions of her changing mood and the details of 
what she’s been doing. Price:$2. Subs:$10 for 8. Beth 
Templeton, 175 N. Beacon St., Watertown, MA 02172. 
Loves trading. (30/digest/raw/RSF) 

WESLEY Dan Strachota, one of the people behind 
ArtFuck, put together this comic story which chroni¬ 
cles Wesley’s chance meeting with a girl in a bar and 
what happens after they go home together. He took an 
unusual approach to creating this one, allowing the 
words to tell the story and then creating images that 
seem to be inspired by the texts. Price:$l. Dan Stracho¬ 
ta, 347 Divisadero St., San Francisco, CA 94117 (14/ 
standard/rough/RSF) [61] 

WHEN THE ROSES BLOOM IN DIXIELAND #1. 

The latest book ffom Jeff Levine contains just as many 
written stories as it does drawn comics. It’s a bit 
surprising, but the stories are all quite good—creating 
mental images that are just as strong as the ones he 
illustrated. Price:$l -I- 2stamps. JeffLevine, 52ADavieCr, 
Chapel Hill , NC 27514 (36/standard/rough/RS F) [54] 
XENOMORPH #1, February ’97. A very primitively 
drawn collection of hyper-violent comics and illustra¬ 
tions. It’s a world inhabited by space aliens and devils. 
Unfortunately I wasn’t all that impressed by this outing, 
especially with the unfinished inking job. Price:$3. 
B.C.A., 1504 S. Lincoln#l, Spokane, WA 99203 (44/ 
standard/raw/RSF) 
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F5: A USER’S GUIDE 


Your Mailing Label 

If you got this magazine through the mail then you should find 
a mailing code on the upper right corner of your address label. 

“/nn” (a slash and a number) indicates the last issue you’re 
due to receive. F’rinstance, if the code is a dot and a slash and 
the number “./63” then your subscription will expire after the 
next issue. It would be a good idea to renew your subscription 
now to avoid missing any issues. 

V* (a dot) indicates a Regular subscription (3rd class bulk 
mail) which takes a few weeks to get to you. 

(a star) indicates a F5 Friend subscription; 1st class mail 
sent in a protective envelope with expedited delivery and you 
also qualify for some cool perks. 

“!” (an exclamation point) means that you’re on the compli¬ 
mentary list and you’ve got nothing to worry about. 

“C” means you’re a contributor to F5. You have work in this 
issue or the prior one. Contributors get two consecutive issues 
each time their work is used. 

“X” means that we have a pre-arranged magazine exchange. 
If you could review F5 or maybe print one of the ads it would 
really help. If you review Factsheet Five, please list the sample 
price as $6. You can get taken off the exchange list at any time. 
Especially if you stop publishing or move without telling us. 

“T” indicates that this is a “trade” copy of Factsheet Five. 
This means that you’ll receive a copy of Factsheet Five every 
time your publication gets reviewed. You probably won’t be 
getting every issue that I publish so if you want to regularly 
receive F5 you should definitely subscribe. Again, not ever zine 
gets put on the trade list. 

“A” means we’re sending you this copy because you have an 
ad in this issue. 

“SMPL” means this is the sample copy you ordered. If you 
like it, please subscribe so you’ll be getting them all. 

“last” means this is the last issue on your subscription. Send 
in your payment now so you won’t miss out on our next issue. 


Getting Factsheet Five 



Sample 

6-Issue Sub 

Regular Bulk Rate 

-n/a- 

$20 

F5 Friend/First Class 

$6 

$40 

Libraries/Corporations 

$6 

$40 

Canada Air 

US $6 

US $35 

Europe Air 

US $8 

US $45 

Extra Distance Air 

US $9 

US $55 

Order from: Factsheet Five Subscriptions 


P.O. Box 170099 

San Francisco, CA 94117-0099 


The easiest way is to use the coupon on the last page. The 
Regular rate delivers your issue using slow third class bulk mail. 
The Friend rate deserves special treatment, like immediate 
handling, first class mailing in a protective envelope, and my 
eternal gratitude. Friend delivery is about a month quicker than 
Regular delivery, which is important in this world of ephemeral 
publications and short press runs. The extra distance air rate is 
for all the really far places like Asia and the Pacific Rim. We’re 
currently printing three issues a year so a six-issue subscription 
is good for about two years. PLEASE SPECIFY DESIRED 
STARTING ISSUE FOR ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Subscribing is easy. Simply send us a note with your address 
and enclose a bit of money. It’s even easier if you use the handy 
subscription coupon in the back of the magazine. Cash is always 
preferred. We also accept checks or money orders drawn in 
U.S. funds (payable to Factsheet Five). 

I’m always open to barter or trade for copies of Factsheet 
Five. It’s always best to contact me before sending me anything 
too substantial. Some of my favorite stuff includes bottle 
openers, red wine, Lego, old zines, or cool old coins from 
strange far-away countries. 

Quick-n*easy Zine Exchange 

One privilege of F5 Friend subscriber is the quick-n-easy zine 
exchange. F5 Friends can send $3 in cash or stamps ($3 checks 
really suck) for a dip into our wondrous zine exchange. You pay 
the postage and we stuff an envelope with over two pounds of 
zines (that’s about 30 zines). Feel free to request specific 
categories, but there are no promises. Remember, this is a zine 
exchange , so pass them on to your friends when you’re done. 
Only two request at a time and a max of four requests per year. 
This offer is only available to U.S. subscribers. You must be a 
fully-paid 6-issue F5 Friend subscriber to make use of this 
service. 

Zine Publisher’s Resource Guide 

The Zine Publisher’s Resource Guide is a 36-page booklet 
listing over 250 print shops, magazine stores, and distributors 
that are zine-friendly. You get contact information, references, 
and all the latest dirt on industry people around the country. 
Useful for finding everything from cheap xeroxing to the best 
national distribution network. 

The guide is available to all readers of Factsheet Five for the 
nominal price of $4 (cash please). F5 Friend subscribers get it 
free but Regular subscribers need to pay the extra $4 to get their 
own copy. Please send me any updates or comments you have 
for future editions. New editions are generally published every 
six months. 

The Factsheet Five Book 

If you enjoy reading zines you’ll certainly love The Factsheet 
Five Zine Reader , an anthology of writing from zines selected 
by the publisher of Factsheet Five, R. Seth Friedman. Five years 
in the making, he poured through thousands of zines , to collect 
seventy of the best stories, essays, and rants that have ever 
appeared in zines. 

This book presents a complete overview of zines, with 
selections borrowed from Cometbus, Bust, Crank, Murder can 
be Fun, Beer Frame, Duplex Planet, Hip Mama, 8-Track Mind, 
2600, and many more. There’s also comics, covers, contact info 
and a complete history of zines. 

It’s available at bookstores everywhere or directly from 
Factsheet Five. Copies ordered from Factsheet Five will be 
signed by R. Seth Friedman on request. For your own copy send 
$14.00 + $3 s&h ($17 total) to: 

Factsheet Five 

P.O. Box 170099 

San Francisco, CA 94117 

If You Move 

PLEASE — SEND YOUR ADDRESS CHANGES. All 
Regular subscriptions are sent out third class, which means they 




are NOT forwarded, even if you send a notice to the post office. 
When you send a notice to the post office without notifying me, 
your issue gets destroyed and I have to pay money to get your 
new address. I’m too busy to offer replacements so please tell 
me you new address as soon as possible. Just send me a note with 
your old and new address or use one of the cards from the post 
office. If you move around a lot you should spring for the first 
class delivery to avoid any missed issues. 

Most slick corporate magazines are granted the privilege of 
mailing at a special rate which means their magazines get 
forwarded if you move. Factsheet Five and other independent 
publications are granted no such privilege. If you’ll have a new 
address before the on-sale date then you must tell me your new 
address or your copy of Factsheet Five will be destroyed by the 
post office and I have to pay $$$ to buy your new address from 
them. It cost me more to buy your new address than it does to 
mail the entire magazine to you in the first place. Offering free 
replacement copies to those who move would force me to raise 
the very low $20 subscription price. Any subscriber that misses 
an issue can purchase a replacement for $4. 

It’s a particularly good idea to tell us your new address if you 
publish a zine. That way I can then print your new address so 
all your readers will be informed about it. Also, if you’re getting 
an exchange copy I can send it to the correct address. Finding 
that publishers don’t care to inform me about their new address 
usually angers me enough to take them off the exchange list. 

The Factsheet 10 

This is your chance to tell us what you think are the best zines. 
Every issue of Factsheet Five features a list of 10 of our readers’ 
favorite zines. The list is updated every issue, reflecting 
everyone’s favorite zines from the past few months. 

Participating in the Factsheet 10 is easy. Simply send a list of 
your favorite recent zines, include up to 10. The zines doesn’t 
have to be in any particular order but please tell me if they are. 
I’ll take that into account when I tally the results. Please 
specifically state if they are listed in order or if you like ‘em all 
the same. You can write your ballot on a postcard or a plain piece » 
of paper. You can include your ballot when you renew your 
subscription, when you submit your zine for review, or any¬ 
time. 

Only one entry per person per issue. Please write your name 
on your ballot so I can keep track of it. Please don’t vote for 
Factsheet Five. There will be NO stuffing of the ballot box! Zine 
publishers are allowed (and encouraged) to vote but you 
CANNOT vote for your own zine. Any zine publisher attempt¬ 
ing to stuff the ballot box or vote for their own zine will have 
their zine removed from consideration. 


list the statistics: if they like to trade zines, review other stuff, 
or accept submissions. 

I hope you find the following information a useful shortcut to 
getting through these pages. There are often two prices, one for 
sample copies and one for subscriptions. When listing sub prices 
we try list the number of copies that you might expect to get for 
your $$$. Be forewarned that prices may change. 

After the address, we list the page count, zine size, production 
quality, and reviewer. 

You should always check the page count and size before 
ordering zines. I’m not going to tell you if it’s a good deal or not, 
you’re going to have to decide that for yourself. 


Mini 

4 !4 x 5 V4 

Saddle stitched 

Paperback 

4 1/4 x 7 

Perfect bound 

Digest 

5 ’4 x 8 1/4 

Saddle stitched 

Brochure 

4 14 x 11 

Saddle stitched 

Journal 

6 x 9 * 

Perfect bound 

Half-Legal 

7x8 a 

Saddle stitched 

Comic 

6 * x 10 X 

Saddle stitched 

Standard 

8 *x 11 


Euro-standard 

8 ^ x 11 * 

Saddle stitched 

Legal 

8 1/4 x 14 


Tabloid 

11 x 15 

Unbound 

Broadsheet 

14 x 17 

Unbound 

Oversized 

very big 

Unbound 


We also list the printing method used to give you a better idea 
of the overall appearance and print run of the zine. 
xerox Copied using a standard xerox machine 

offset Single or multicolor sheetfed offset press 

bound newsprint Bound, saddle-stitched magazine sheets 
lobse newsprint Large sheets from a cold web press 
perfect-bound Square book binding with crisp printing 
computer printed Directly from a computer printer 
letterpress Old-style movable type press 

mimeo Old-style mimeograph stencil printing 

ditto Old-style Ditto machine 

silk screen Elaborate color silk screening 

handmade Individually handwritten or constructed 

l-1 

| 1 can't wait any longer! j 
Send me Seth's new book!! 


What Does It All Mean? 

“Don’t mean sheeeit” as Mr. Natural would say—but the 
reviews do have some hidden meanings. That first big group of 
words is the title. Underneath the title there might also be a 
subtitle for the publication. I don’t write them but they some¬ 
times tell you what the zine is all about. 

Scattered throughout the magazine are selected reviews that 
are highlighted in a box in the middle of the page. These reviews 
represent some of our recent favorites that didn’t quite make it 
into the Editors’ Choice section. These zine are highly recom¬ 
mended by the staff at Factsheet Five and come with our 
patented seal of approval. 

Any zines reviewed for the first time is indicated with stars 
+ + around to the title. These indicate brand new zines and 
stuff that we haven’t seen before. All you jaded zinesters can 
skip right to the new stuff. 

At the beginning of the review we list any issue numbers or 
dates that indicate when it was published. After the review we 


I 


□ Please sign the inside cover 

□ I'd rather keep my book "mint" 
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HOW TO GET ZINES II 


Zine production quality has NOTHING to do with content, 
it’s simply our analysis of how “raw” or “polished” a publica¬ 
tion looks. Most people I know prefer the raw or rough look but 
others go that slicker professional thang. 

1 raw Handwritten with imperfect xeroxing 

2 rough Typed or printed with better xeroxing 

3 DTPed Desktop published with good binding 

4 polished Offset printing with half toned photos 

5 professional Total pro job with four-color printing 


How To Get Zines 

PLEASE SEND CASH! I know everyone tells you not to 
send cash through the mail but we’re just talkin’ about a few 
bucks here. If you’re ordering a $20 subscription from someone 
then a check might be a good idea, but for a buck or two, c’mon. 
Most zine publishers don’t have special bank accounts set up for 
their zines. It’s very frustrating to return a stack of $1 checks 
because they’re made out to your zine title. The only thing 
checks do is let our government know how we spend our money. 

In general, cash is preferable to money orders, which are 
preferable to checks. If you send cash please wrap it carefully. 
Take it from someone who knows, I’ve rarely had problems 
with cash but I’ve had massive problems with inaccurate checks. 
Sending coins really sucks. If the price listed isn’t a round 
number then round it up to the nearest buck (or send a bunch of 
stamps), postage is expensive these days. 

Canadians and some Brits generally don’t mind receiving 
U.S. funds in cash. For Canada, it’s generally safe to send US$1 
for each C$1; the exchange rate is usually high enough to cover 
postage. All you Canadians ordering zines from The States 
should remember that it costs more to send zines into Canada so 
please include the appropriate additional funds. For Great 
Britain, US$2 for each £1 similarly allows for postage even after 
covering the exchange. I’ve tried to list the prices in US$ for 
overseas shipping for European publications but I’m not per¬ 
fect. If you don’t live in the States and you want to order 
something from outside the U.S., then it’s a good idea to write 
first to get the current prices for your part of the world. 

If you prefer to send checks: At the end of each review, after 
the prices, you’ll find the address. If there’s a person’s name 
listed then checks should be made out to them. If there’s a 
publishing house then the checks should be made out to it. 

If there’s a single issue price listed then you’re invited to order 
a sample issue. If there’s a subscription price listing the number 
of issues you’d expect to receive, then you may be able to order 
a sample (if you do the correct math). If you really like what I 
say about a zine and there’s only a subscription price listed, then 
go ahead and order a sub. And don’t forget to tell ‘em I sent ya. 

If I list two different prices separated by a slash that means the 
first price was suggested by the publisher (like “free”) and the 
second price was suggested by me (like “$1”). 

SASE doesn’t mean a little 3x5 envelope with a single stamp 
M on it. Please check the magazine size and number of pages. Four 
<0 standard sheets (8 pages) are about loz. Send the correct size 
envelope and put enough postage on it to hold the zine. 
||| Remember, it’s one stamp for each ounce but you can save 
^ money by adding 23C stamps (instead of 32C) for each ounce 
■■ over the first. 

™ “Age Statement” means that you should send a signed 
H statement saying that you’re over 18 (or preferably over 21) to 
the publisher avoid legal hassles associated with distribut- 
jjj ing sexually explicit materials. It’s a good idea to include an age 
X statement for any zine that might contain blunt writing or 
(/) explicit pictures whether we mention it or not. This is particu- 
JT larly true for zines listed in the Sex or the Queer sections, 
w “The Usual” refers to the traditional method of obtaining 
^ zines without sullying oneself with cash. Generally this includes 


trading other zines, writing intelligent letters, or contributing 
articles or art. These days $2 or $3 is often accepted. 

Please mention Factsheet Five when writing to anyone you 
see reviewed or advertised here. Publishers like to know where 
you heard about them so they’ll be able to manage things better. 
Advertisers like to know that people see their ads, so they’ll 
continue advertising (and I can continue publishing this fine 
magazine). It helps us all in the long run, as the more credibility 
we build up, the more fine zines we’ll be able to bring to your 
attention. 

If you have the time, any publisher enjoys hearing comments 
on the zine they’ve sent you. Sending a personal greeting along 
with your order saying why you decided to order their publica¬ 
tion will always help. Publishing zines is a hard, lonely business 
and even a simple note of thanks will be highly appreciated. 
Most publishers treat their zines as group letters sent to all their 
friends. When your order their zine you’re also joining their 
group. Please be thoughtful and considerate and find the time to 
write back if you enjoyed their zine. So order some zines and 
make some new friends. 

Most zine publishers print small quantities, so you may not be 
able to get the exact issue that was reviewed here. If you really 
want that particular issue, state it clearly in your request, 
otherwise, simply request the most recent or next issue. 

Please! Print your name and address clearly on your request 
letter or enclose a card with your payment. Envelopes often get 
lost and return addresses along with them. Stapling the cash to 
the letter isn’t such a bad idea either. 

What If You Don’t Get Yours 

Don’t be discouraged if you don’t hear from them within a 
week. Zine publishing usually takes a back seat to most people’s 
“day jobs. ” More often than not, the reason you haven’t heard 
from them right away is because your letter is on the bottom of 
some huge pile. Just be patient, wait several months before 
writing nasty letters. 

Zine publishers are more often transient students than stable 
homeowners, so mail often gets lostf No one is getting rich 
publishing zines and people don’t start zines just to rip off 
unsuspecting readers. It’s quite possible that 1 out of every 5 
zine requests will go completely unanswered. Most likely, that 
publisher has no money to reprint their zine and spent your two 
bucks on some rice and beans. Think of it as a donation. 

If you still want restitution, drop me a line. Write me a letter 
that includes the zine title(s), the issue of F5 with the review(s), 
when you ordered it (them), your address, and your phone 
number. I will try to contact the publisher on your behalf, 
explain the problem and ask them to contact you. If the problem 
cannot be resolved, I’ll list the zine as “dead” and probably no 
longer review their zines. If several people complain about a 
particular publisher or title, they’ll get 86-ed from this magazine 
(with nasty things said about them behind their back). 

Trading Zines 

Many zine publishers are willing to exchange their zine for 
yours. And if you don’t publish one, whatcha waitin’ for? I’ve 
tried to specifically state if publishers enjoy trading zines. Most 
zine publishers trade for similarly priced, similarly sized, and 
similarly oriented zines. Music zinesters like to read music zines 
while sfans like to get other sfanzines. So don’t expect a 
response if you send your mini collection of poems in trade for 
a slick glossy sex mag. When sending your zine for trade it’s a 
really good idea to include a letter specifically stating that you’d 
like to trade zines and if you want to trade single copies or full 
subscriptions. And remember, publishers are under no obliga¬ 
tion to respond to unsolicited zines, so if you can’t afford to give 
away the copy, don’t send it. 


I’ve gotten discouraged by zine publishers who express an 
interest in trading zines but don’t follow through when they’re 
offered. “Loves trading” does not mean you get lots of free zines 
in the mail. “Loves trading” means that you welcome unsolic¬ 
ited trades of zines. “Selective trades” means that you’re very 
selective with who you trade with. Avid zine traders are warned 
that selective traders are less likely to respond to your trade 
request. Unfortunately I cannot act as a trading arbitrator. If you 
send out your zine to another that “ Loves trading ” but you never 
hear from them, tell me which ones they are and I’ll be sure to 
change that to a designation of “Selective trades” or “No 
trades. ” If you haven’t been trading your zine because you don’t 
like the trades you’ve been getting, please tell me to change your 
listing so we can avoid this problem in the future. 

Sending Stuff For Review 

Here’s the instructions: Please enclose a separate card clearly 
stating the sample price (including postage), the subscription 
price, and how many issues they get for a sub. Also print the 
ordering address, Email address, the check endorsement name, 
and if you have regularly reviewed zines, books, videos, 
comics, or records in the past. Also tell us if you want 
submissions, if you allow free reprinting, if you require age 
statements, if you regularly print reader letters, if you offer free 
prisoner subs, the page count for that issue, when you expect to 
publish the next issue, and if there is someone you would prefer 
reviewing your zine. 

Some people love trading and will send copies to just about 
every zine they get. Some are more selective and only trade with 
zines they really like. While others don’t want to be bothered at 
all by unsolicited trades. Please tell us how you feel about 


unsolicited trades and if you want to encourage other zinesters 
to send you their zine. 

It’s a really good idea to staple this card to the inside front 
cover of your zine, so it doesn’t get lost. Envelopes get tossed, 
so don’t write anything important on the outside of the envelope. 
You also can write down your telephone number, fax number, 
and how many copies you usually print. I won’t be printing these 
but they may be needed by me or other industry types. It’s 
becoming increasingly important to include phone numbers. 
Please include yours to insure the chance of having your zine 
reviewed 

I’ve included a handy coupon that you can fill out and attach 
to your zine. Using this coupon isn’t mandatory but it certainly 
helps us here at F5 HQ. You certainly don’t have to use this exact 
coupon. If you want to keep your issues of F5 intact you can 
simply xerox, scan, or in any other way make a copy of it. 

If we got everything right the last time we reviewed your zine 
you can skip all those formalities and just send us your zine. 
We’ll simply reuse the information from last time. 

Feel free to request category placement or short descriptions. 

I may not use what you suggest but it’s worth a try, isn’t it? All 
category placements and reviews are at OUR discretion. If you 
don’t agree with our policies then don’t send us your stuff. 

If on the other hand you want me to check out your zine but 
don’t want me to print a review (for whatever reason) that’s cool 
too. But please state it clearly so there’s no confusion. 

Not every issue of every zine gets reviewed. Generally we 
review the latest issue we’ve received up to our deadline. I don’t 
review stuff that people can’t buy or trade for. So don’t send me 
things just to see your name in print. 
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Pill Out This Coupon and Staple it to Your Zine 


Zine Title: 


| Volume#: 

Issue 

Issue Date: # of Paaes: 


Price: $ 

Subscription: $ 

# Per Sub: Print Run: 


1 Contact Name: 


Printing Method: 


| Ordering Address: 

City: 


State: Zip/Postal Code: 


1 Phone Number (Private): 


Fax Number (Private): 



Email Address (Public): 


Q Zine Reviews 

Web Page URL: 


1 1 Musir Rpvipws 

Zine Trades: Q Loves Trading Zines Ql Selective Trades Q No Trades 

I11UJU. I\V/VIUVVJ 

□ Comix Reviews 

□ Prints Reader Letters 

□ Submissions Wanted 

□ Book Reviews 

□ Back Issues Available 

□ Free Copies to Prisoners 

□ Show Reviews 

□ Takes Paid or Free Ads 

□ Free Reprinting OK 

□ Video Reviews 

□ Changed Address 

□ Age Statement Required 

□ URL Reviews 

Preferred Reviewer (if any): 

Next Issue Due Out (if known): 
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SENDING STUFF FOR REVIEW Is 


As a rule we don’t like to review a zine more than three times 
in a row. So if we didn’t review your zine in this issue but 
reviewed it a bunch of times in the past, it’s not because we don’t 
like you anymore, but just trying to fit in as many zines as 
possible into every issue. Just be patient and wait your turn. 

We reserve the right to reject any publication sent in for 
review. Unfortunately, due to space restrictions, we can’t 
review absolutely everything submitted. We review most zines 
sent in with a circulation of less then 5,000. We review many 
publications with circulations between 5,000 and 50,000 but it’s 
only stuff we really like. 

If you want you zine returned to you when we’re done 
reviewing it that can be arranged. We can’t promise anything, 
especially considering how things get lost around here, but we’ll 
do what we can. Simply enclose a large enough SASE with the 
correct postage and we’ll try to get it back to you. 

Publications reviewed for the first time will receive a 
confirmation postcard in the mail, containing a reprint of the 
review as it appears in F5. You can also enclose an SASE with 
your zine and I’ll send you a tear sheet of the review when it’s 
printed. This could be particularly important to folks who want 
a copy of the review sent to someone else besides the main 
contact/ordering address. We also send out reviews via email so 
it’s particularly important that you let us know of yours. 

Music And Books 

We don’t review all “one-shots” and books, just the ones we 
really like. We rarely review books that are more than a year old 
so please don’t send us everything you currently have in print, 
just the new ones. Catalogs & Stuff gets the same treatment. 

We’re currently gettin g flooded with music to review so if you 
send us a disk please don’t hold your breath. At this point we 
can’t even review everything we like but we do listen to 
everything that comes in. 

The music review section is not a demo tape free-for-all—but 
if you just put together a hot new CD, please send us a copy. 
Preference is given to self-released and indie stuff but the majors 
aren’t automatically excluded. Please don’t send me band 
photos, as all I need is just a short band history with price and 
ordering information. In case you haven’t figured out what 
music we like here’s a tip: Industrial, Techno, House, Rap, 
Funk, Punk, Jazz, Folk, Spoken Word, and Avant-garde. 

What We Don’t Review 

Factsheet Five reviews zines. We review other stuff primarily 
because we like it and we feel it deserves mention. Both time and 
space is at a premium so please keep that in mind when sending 
stuff that isn’t a zine. We rarely review 7" singles (I’d rather 
devote the space to full-length recordings); novels (no time to 
read them); and poetry chapbooks (they ’ re just too darn difficult 
to review). So please save your money and don’t send us any. 
We also don’t like to review more than three things from the 
CM same person or company because it isn’t fair to people strug- 
(D gling to get their one zine reviewed. People read Factsheet Five 
to find out about cool stuff to buy or trade for. So don’t send us 
U anything that isn’t easily obtainable by our readers. 

Other Zines 

. In these sections we list zines that we’ve reviewed before or 
j new zines that don’t excite us as much as others that we’ve 
yj received. We feel that by dividing the reviews up into two 
w sections we can tell you about as many zines as possible while 
IH highlighting our favorite in the main review sections. The listing 
jj* contains basic information about the zine, a short summary, and 
O ordering information. At the end of the listing there’s a number 
^ in brackets, that indicates the last issue of Factsheet Five which 
contained a full review. 


We don’t claim to read every word in these briefly noted 
zines. We’re just trying to quickly mention them and their 
contents. Please don’t complain to us if you think we didn’t read 
your whole zine—we probably didn’t. 

If your publication was not given a full review you can 
continue sending it to us and we may review it in the future, we 
may just list it, or we may not mention it at all. Yes, sometimes 
we can be completely arbitrary. Unfortunately not every 
publication gets reviewed or listed. There’s just a finite number 
of pages to include a seemingly infinite number of zines. 

Decisions about what gets reviewed is based on several 
different criteria. Most of the people who read Factsheet Five 
are zine readers, therefore the most important criteria is if it’s 
of interest to our readers. There’s no magic formula for getting 
reviewed in Factsheet Five , but producing a high-quality 
publication that our readers are interested in, will certainly help. 

Where To Send Stuff For Review 

This is the Factsheet Five home base. Ninety percent of all 
zines should probably be sent here. It’s also the place to send all 
subscription requests, donations, submissions, art, ad copy, 
complaints, hate mail, books, CDs, and cassettes. 

Factsheet Five 
P.O. Box 170099 
San Francisco, CA 94117-0099 
Email: seth@factsheet5.com 

Larry-bob (LR) publishes Holy Tit clamps, a totally excellent 
queer zine, and Queer Zine Explosion , the premier listing of 
Queer zines. For more information about these publications, 
check out his web site at http://www.io.com/~larrybob. He 
has graciously allowed us to reprint his listings in Factsheet 
Five. Send him $3 for a copy of Holy Titclamps or 2 stamps for 
your own copy of Queer Zine Explosion , and please send all 
queer zines for review to his address at: 

Larry-bob 

Queer Zine Explosion 
P.O. Box 590488 
San Francisco, CA 94159-0488 
Email: lroberts@oacis.com 

John Held is trying to be Factsheet Five's official sex zine 
reviewer. And he’s just kinky enough topossibly pull it off. You 
can keep sending your Sex zines to the main Factsheet Five 
address (since he lives around the corner) or send them directly 
to John at: 

John Held 

P.O. Box 410837 

San Francisco, CA 94141-0837 

Tom “Tearaway” (TOM) reviews publications and record¬ 
ings in his column, “Outsight,” that appears in zines and 
regional publications across the country. He likes to review 
Music and Quirky zines as well as some books. 

Tom “Tearaway” Schulte 
P.O. Box 1285 
Royal Oak, MI 48068 
Email: ts79983@ltu.edu 

Most of the other reviewers pick up their zines at the F5 
office, so if you want someone specific to review your zine, 
please say so on a note or coupon and attach it to your zine. If 
you’re gonna send your zine to more than one person, please 
clearly state who you want to review it. Otherwise you run the 
risk of not having your zine reviewed at all. 



Zine Publishers’ Exchange 

Zine publishers are invited to exchange their publication for 
a batch of zines from other publishers. The rules for this are 
fairly rigid, primarily to ensure that there are enough zines to 
go around. At the time you submit your zine for review you’re 
invited to enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope. It must be 
a large Tyvek or plastic Priority Mail envelope (USPS EP-14), 
available free at any post office. You must write your complete 
address on it and paste $3 (for two pounds) priority mail postage 
on it (stamps only, no meters). The Zine Publishers’ Exchange 
does not allow you to request specific titles or subjects, and is 
only available to U.S. zinesters. Don’t forget to write your 
address on the envelope. You’d be surprised (I know I am) at 
how many people forget to do it. 

This is a favor I’m doing for your so please take the time to 
buy the stamp, put it on the envelope and write your address. 
Unfortunately this project has slowed down to a snail’s pace. 
Thanks to the new moronic rules from the USPS I have to 
physically carry these packages to the post office (remember I 
don’t own a car), wait on line, and then hand the packages to the 
guy who physically examines each one. 

If you want to enclose extra copies of your zines that I can 
forward to other publishers and readers feel free. Don’t enclose 
too many, maybe up to 20 copies or so. 

Factsheet Five On-line 

We now have a fancy redesigned web site for Factsheet Five 
magazine. You’ll find lots of goodies like selected reviews from 
the current issue, links to our favorite ezines, and a bonanza of 
resources for the zine publisher. It also has lots of the informa¬ 
tion that was available on our old web site like essays and articles 
about zines, the FAQs to the zine-related newsgroups, and links 
to zine-related resources. It’s over at http://www. 
factsheet5.com. If you prefer the plain vanilla old version it’s 
still available at http://www.well.com/conf/f5/f5index2.htmI, 
while those of you without access to the world wide web can get 
just the review files via gopher or FTP from gopher.well.com/ 
Publications/f5/Reviews or ftp.etext.org~/pub/Factsheet.Five 

Usenet 

There are several newsgroups available on Usenet for 
discussing zines. The first, and most widely propagated is 
alt.zines. That’s our general everything-about-zines newsgroup. 
Gossip, complaining about distributors, news about zines, 
announcements of new zines Compared to a lot of other 
newsgroups, the signal-to-noise ratio on alt.zines is higher than 
most. 

Next is alt.ezines which was created as a place to discuss 
ezines, as well as a place to post ASCII ezines. Please don’t post 
your ezines to alt.zines as we have alt.ezines for this. 

alt.binaries.zines is a place to post uuencoded ezines. If you 
don’t have an FTP site, but have an ezine that’s in a special 
format like Adobe Acrobat, or is a HyperCard stack, or some 
other non-ASCII format, alt.binaries.zines is the newsgroup to 
use. As it is a binaries group, many sites don’t carry it. 

How To Advertise 

Publishers, mail-order companies, record labels, and every¬ 
one else are encouraged to advertise with us. Factsheet Five 
prints over 16,000 copies with a readership of over 40,000. Our 
readers keep their copies of Factsheet Five and use them for 
reference for years to come. Our readers are intelligent and 
discerning and buy things through the mail. 

Please make sure that your ads do not exceed the measure¬ 
ments listed, but they may be less by 1/2 inch in length and 
width. Other sized ads also accepted but contact us for pricing. 


Please send one-shot camera-ready mechanicals requiring no 
additional screening. Photostats (on RC paper) preferred but 
photocopy (xerox) accepted under assumed risk of reduced 
quality. As are also accepted on IBM-PC format disk. We’ve got 
PageMaker, Corel Draw, Photoshop, Illustrator, and Word, but 
please don’t forget to include the fonts and scans. If submitting 
your ad on disk please include a backup printout in case the disk 
doesn’t work. Please set screens between 85 and 100 lines per 
inch. All ads must be submitted as b/w copy with additional 
colors only available on the covers. 

Classified ads are available at 500 per word with a 20 word 
minimum. Send for our rate card or just forward your copy with 
payment. The deadline for classified ads is about a week after 
the display ad deadline. 

For more information please call us at (415) 668-1781 or 
write. I’m sure you’ll find our rates competitive and very 
affordable. Drop me a line or send a #10 SASE and I’ll send you 
our advertising rate card. 

Factsheet Five Advertising 

P.O. Box 170099 

San Francisco, CA 94117 


Display Ad Sizes 


Ad Size 

Width x Height 

Inside Covers (trim)* 

8 3 /8 X 10 7 /8 

Inside Covers (image)* 

8 5/ 8 x 11 3/8 

Full Page 

7 1/2 X 10 

l l2 Page (horizontal) 

7x5 

l /i Page (vertical) 

3 3/ 8 x 10 

Page (square) 

4 5/8 X 4 5/8 

V 3 Page (vertical) 

2 1/4 x 10 

V 4 Page 

3 3/8 x 5 

Vs Page (horizontal) 

3 3/8x2 3/4 

l /s Page (vertical) 

2 1/4x3 3/8 

V 12 Page** 

2 1/4x2 1/4 


* Cover placements feature four-color printing 

** V 12 page ads only available to zines. 

Our Mailing List 

We’ve got a huge database containing thousands of zine 
publishers and readers. It’s available for one-time rentals to 
promote your band, publication, catalog, or event. We can 
provide a wide variety of selection criteria to pinpoint your 
needs and can supply you with a disk or print them on labels. 
Make all inquiries to the Factsheet Five home office or call our 
advertising department at (415) 668-1781. 

We do not sell or rent people’s phone numbers. If you’re a 
zine publisher or subscriber and want to keep your address 
private, simply drop us a line and we’ll be happy to do that for 
you. 

Custom Reports 

I can create custom reports for all your bibliographic and 
research needs. Need a geographical index? An index of zine 
publishers? Would you like a master list or just of a particular 
issue? Drop us a line or call us at (415) 668-1781 and we can 
work out the details and cost. 

Wholesale Copies 

We generally prefer that retail stores obtain Factsheet Five 
from one of our wholesalers. Please contact us for information 
about retail sales and our current wholesaler list. 

We also offer bulk copies for distribution at conferences, 
conventions, seminars, shows, and other special events. We can 
arrange shipments with extremely low prices depending on the 
type of event and issue(s) desired. Drop us a line outlining the 
details of your event to arrange for a shipment. 
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Artisan announces fourth anniversary short fic¬ 
tion context. All styles welcome, 3,000 words or 
less. $10 entry fee per story. Two or more entries 
receive free subscription. Deadline May 31,1998 
postmark. Mail to: artisan, P.O. Box 157, 
Wilmette, IL 60091. _ 

As seen in the San Jose Mercury News and Stern 
magazine: The Silicon Valley Review . Send $2 to: 
Gene Mahoney, P.O. Box 843, RWC, CA 94064. 

Computor Replacement, Brain superfunction, 
secrets systems. 200-Title Incredible Inquiry cata¬ 
log (stamps) 153 Village Circle, Garden Valley 
ID 83622. _ 

Cool Nerd Boy seeks cool nerd girl, cool nerd 
friends for correspondence. SWM 28 degreed, 
bilingual, trapped in time warp paying for past 
stupidity. Into cyberpunk, technopunk, indepen¬ 
dent cinema, zines, literature (not bestsellers) 
writing, art, music, surfing — water & net. 
Emilio A. Ramsey, P.O. Box Y-170678, Victoria, 
VA 23974. _ 

Eclectic prisoner seeks to correspond with a 
Rubenesque TSV. No games or BS wanted or 
given. Yourpicture gets mine. Roy Byrd, ti\ 10923, 
2100 S. Highway 87, Winslow, AZ 86047-9789. 

Free Catalog —books, pamphlets, bumper stick¬ 
ers. Anarchism, athiesm, music, sex, alcohol¬ 
ism, and other fun things! See Sharp Press, P.O. 
Box 1731, Tucson, AZ 85702-1731. _ 

Get “Publicity on the Internet” — A great new 
book by Steve O’Keefe. Hype your zine, your 
band, yourself. Send $25 to 871 “H” Street, Port 
Townsend, WA 98368. Available at books.com 
or 1-800-225-5945._ 

If you don’t have a computer, go on to the next 
ad. Real Deal is on the Internet! Check out the 
most violent magazine in cyberspace at the Internet 
address: http: //home.earthlink. net/~ rawdog 


Interdimensional Computor Phenomenas $6, 

Time Travel Today $9.95, ESP pick up secrets $5, 
200-Tide Incredible Inquiry catalog (stamps) 153 
Village Circle, Garden Valley, ID 83622._ 

Interested in a warrior religion? Order The Odin 
Brotherhood ($19.95 hardback/$lQ soft) from 
World Tree Publishing, P.O. Box 961, Payson, 
Arizona 85547. 

New Smart Went Crazy, also Make-Up, Fugazi, 
The Warmers, Blue Tip, Crownhate Ruin, Hoover, 
Lungfish, and then some other old stuff like Minor 
Threat, Embrace, Rites of Spring. Most CDs are 
$9 and most LPs are $8 postpaid in the US. We are 
a DC punk record label. For a list of what we sell 
send a stamp or IRC. For an illustrated catalogue 
(with photos) send 4 US stamps or 4 IRCs or $1 to: 
Dischord Records, Dept. F5, 3819 Beecher St., 
NW, Washington, DC 20007, USA._ 

No More Jobs Now and Vietnam Lesson. Free 
Marxist leaflets. Write the Daniel Deleon Election 
Committee, P.O. Box3744-FF, Grand Rapids, MI 
49501-3744. _ 

Old Zines Wanted. Primarily interested in pre 
1985 zines but also interested in zine produced 
1985- 1990. Will pay postage/shipping costs and 
any nominal price. Simply send ‘em on over and 
enclose a letter stating how much $$$ you want (if 
any) and I’ll gladly reimburse. Don’t destroy what 
little remains of zine history. R. Seth Friedman, 
P.O. Box 170099, San Francisco, CA 94117. 

R. Seth Friedman’s first book. The Factsheet 
Five Zine Reader is in stores today. Order a signed 
copy directly from the editor. Send $14 + $3 s&h 
to: Factsheet Five, P.O. Box 170099, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94117. _ 

Reptilian Maximilian Magazine, a publication 
devoted to promoting independent musicians, is 
currently seeking freelance writers, photographers, 


and cartoonists to contribute to their publication. 
We’re also looking for advertisement representa¬ 
tives. Contact Kathleen for further info at P.O. Box 
1132, Troy, Michigan 48099-1132,313/365/3732, 
E-Mail: Rep Max@aol.com. _ 

Runewise. Rune readings $5. Send question and 
cash/chk/m.o. payable to H.L. Seggel, P.O. Box 
139, Cazadero, CA 95421. Explore! 

Start Your Own Business. Comprehensive 226- 
page book on selling information by mail shows 
you how to find marketable information to sell, 
how to compile, write and self-publish your own 
production. Available for $20 plus $3 S+H from 
ChistopheBrunski, P.O. Box 224, Little Silver, NJ 
07739. What begins as a one-hour-a-day job turns 
into an exciting, lucrative business that leaves one 
lots of free time — so you can sit around and work 
on your zine. _ 

The Crimes of Jehova: A Brief Selection from the 
Bible. $5 (postpaid) from See Sharp Press. P.O. 
Box 1731, Tucson, Arizona 85702-1731._ 

The Thought is Back! Philosophers Guild has 
resumed publication of this journal of philosophy, 
politics, current events, poetry, and fiction. Writ¬ 
ers/artists from all anti-authoritarian persuasions 
invited to participate. For sample copy, send $2 to: 
Ronald Tobin, P.O. Box 10760, Glendale, AZ 
85318-0760.__ 

Video Swap Network seeks film buffs in Austra¬ 
lia, Brazil, Canada, Europe, Mexico, and New 
Zealand for exchange of movies, (circa 1965- 
1996). New/used. All genres. PAL/SECAM/ 
MESEC AM & NTSC digital conversions are avail¬ 
able. Send self-addressed envelope for info. 
Boxholder, P.O. Box 11229, Oakland, CA 94611. 

Zine Makers: Get your comics, fanzines, and 
whatever else published on-line and worldwide. 
For more information, write to: Stage Four Pub¬ 
lishing, P.O. Box 188, Medway, Ohio 45341-0188. 


FACTSHEET5 


"Factsheet Five is Indispensable” - Utne Reader^ 

I want to subscribe to: 

FACTSHEET5 

• . 


STOPPED BY . 

THE PRESSES! 

Wte* Yaw Primer Decide* max Yon Can and Cannot Say 





j# Plus: 

W Traveler's Advisory 

A Rowtf Ot ISO ficst Tf3*a »r>os 

Mega 2tne Survey 

Poorn# <tf »** 


Factsheet Five is the definitive guide 
To the zine revolution. Each 152-page 
issue is packed full with reviews of 
over 2,000 unusual publications. 

Clip out or xerox this form ^ 



$6 


□ Sample issue. 

□ Regular sub (6 issues).$20 

□ F5 Friend (6 issuses/lst class)...$40 

□ Factsheet Five Zine Book.$17 

Name: 


Start with: 

□ #62 (available now) 

□ #63 (available 3/'98) 

Q Current issue 


Address: 


City: 


State: 


Zip: 


Cash, check, or money order 
payable to Factsheet Five. 


Mail to: P.O. Box 170099 

San Francisco, CA 94117 






































Featuring 

TREVOR BROWN 

ILa k jb^jBI 

T.P. BUTLER 

ROB HARDIN 

ULLI LOMMEL 
THE NOOSELETTER 


COLIN RAFF 
JOHN SHIRLEY 

■Ml n 



LUCY TAYLOR 


WHITEHOUSE 

and other things 
we dug up... 



"An impressive 
volume that should 
appeal to any fan 
of the extreme."— 
FACTSHEET FIVE 






DON’T BE 


A Celebi'atory Excursion 


into Beautiful Extremes of 
Life, Lust & Death 


"A must-have 
for fans of 
cutting-edge 
dementia."— 
SHOCK CINEMA 



Sorry, Kids! Over 21 only!—Must include age statement! 



148 pages of essential 
darkness and decadence— 
for the libertine in you. 
Features our 16-page 
color portfolio featuring 


and more. All this for only 
$17.95 plus $4 shipping to: 


RUDE SHAPE BOOKS 
511 6th Avenue, No. 325 
New York, NY 10011 
purehades@aol.com 
http:// www.horrornet.com/ 
funeralparty.htm 










Your Zine 
Printed 
Cheap! 


The Small Publishers Co-Op 

We're a growing group of independent publishers of alternative zines, 
magazines, comics and catalogs. We gang press runs to achieve volume 
discounts for our members. Join us today and save big! 

CfaelL Tfa*e Price* 


Quantity 

16 paqes 

32 oaaes 

48 Paaes 

64 Paqes 

1000 

$240 

$390 

$480 

$570 

2000 

$315 

$500 

$590 

$680 

3000 

$386 

$610 

$700 

$790 

4000 

$459 

$720 

$810 

$900 

5000 

$527 

$825 

$915 

$1000 


Prices include: printing, paper, labor, film, stripping, plates, bindery, and trim for camera ready materials. 
Prices are for 30# newsprint self covers with black ink. Different run lengths are available. We also do 
80, 112, & 128 page publications. 


LOW PRICED 
GLOSSY COVERS 
TOO!! 


A44. $pot cob** $40. 

Full bleeds and half-tones no problem! 


More Info and Samples!! 

Call (941) 922-0844 

email spcoop@netline.net 

'REDEEM fHIS~A~D FOR $50 OFF YOUR FIRST PRINT RUN! ~ 1 

Offer good only for new members joining after 10/1/1997. Add must be presented at the time of joining. 

Offer not valid in conjunction with other promotions 




































